
aspirantforum.com
THE CRUX OF THE HINDU AND PIB

asp
iran

tforum.co
m

     JULY
     2020
     VOL.71

    

Visit aspirantforum.com for Guidance and Study Material for IAS Exam

News of July 2020
THE CRUX OF THE HINDU AND THE PIB

Vol. 71

Aspirant Forum
AN INITIATIVE BY UPSC ASPIRANTS

Important News In the Field oF

National
Economy
Internatioonal
India and the World
Science, Tech and Environment
Misclleneous News



aspirantforum.com
THE CRUX OF THE HINDU AND PIB

asp
iran

tforum.co
m

     JULY
     2020
     VOL.71

    

Visit aspirantforum.com for Guidance and Study Material for IAS Exam

     JULY
     2020
     VOL.71

    

Aspirant Forum is a Community for the 

UPSC Civil Services (IAS) Aspirants, 

to discuss and debate the various things 

related to the exam. We welcome an active 

participation from the fellow members to 

enrich the knowledge of all

The Crux will be published online

for free on 10th of every month.

We appreciate the friends and

followers for apprepreciating our

effort. For any queries, guidance

needs and support, Please contact at:

aspirantforum@gmail.com

You may also follow our website

Aspirantforum.com for free online

coaching and guidance for IAS

Editorial Team:

PIB Compilation:

Nikhil Gupta

The Hindu

Compilation:

Shakeel Anwar

Shahid Sarwar

Karuna Thakur

Designed by:

Anupam Rastogi



asp
iran

tforum.co
m

aspirantforum.com
THE CRUX OF THE HINDU AND PIB

asp
iran

tforum.co
m

     JULY
     2020
     VOL.71

    

Visit aspirantforum.com for Guidance and Study Material for IAS Exam

Contents

National News..................5

Economy News...............43

International News..........71

India and the World........122

Science and Technology +
Environment..................183

Miscellaneous News an
Events............................240



aspirantforum.com
THE CRUX OF THE HINDU AND PIB

asp
iran

tforum.co
m

     JULY
     2020
     VOL.71

    

Visit aspirantforum.com for Guidance and Study Material for IAS Exam

    About the ‘CRUX’

Introducing a new and convenient product, to help the aspirants for the various 
public services examinations. The knowledge of the Current Affairs constitute 
an indispensable tool for all the recruitment examinations today.However, an 
aspirant often finds it difficult to read and memorize all the current affairs, from 
an exam perspective.The Newspapers and magazines are full of information, that 
may or may not be useful for the exams. Thus, acandidate is forced to spend a 
substantial amount of his time in selecting and maintaining notes for the current 
affairs. Another problem is that it is difficult to get every bit of information, 
relevant from the exam perspective at oneplace. Thus, candidates are often found 
wasting their time in search of current affairs material. It is with this problem in 
mind that we have come up with the GIST of The Hindu and Press Information 
Bureau(PIB). The whole concept of the CRUX is to provide you with a summary 
of the important news and current affairs,from an exam point of view. By reading 
the CRUX, you will be able to save your precious time and effort, as you get all 
the relevant matter in a summarized and convenient form. The Crux is particularly 
helpful for the Civil Services, Banking, SSC and other exams that have a current
affairs section.The material is being provided in such a manner that it is helpful 
for both- objective and descriptive sections. Our aim is to help the candidates in 
their effort to get through the examinations. Your efforts and dedication inspire us 
to keep going. It is our sincere effort to make your journey easier.

Best Wishes
Editorial Board
Team Aspirant Forum

   Courtesy:
   The Hindu
   Press Information Bureau (PIB)
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Only 13% of allocated free food grain handed out to returning 
migrant workers, reveals govt data
Only 13 per cent of 8 lakh metric tonnes of free food grains allocated for returning 

migrant workers under the Atmanirbhar Bharat package have actually reached 

migrants during May and June, government data reveals.

This special allocation was made by the Centre in May, amid criticism over 

migrants workers’ exodus from urban centres.

Latest data of the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution 

shows that against the Centre’s announcement of distributing free 5-kg foodgrain 

per month for two months to about 8 crore migrant workers who do not have 

ration cards, only 2.13 crore beneficiaries it in May (1.21 crore) and June (92.44 

lakh).

Announcing this on May 14, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had suggested 

that the allocation was meant for about 8 crore migrant workers.

According to the ministry’s data, all 36 states and Union Territories lifted 6.38 

lakh metric tonnes, or 80 percent of 8 lakh metric tonnes of food grains allocated 

under Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan for May and June. But they have distributed 

only 1.07 lakh metric tonnes (or 13% of allocated quantity) of free foodgrain to the 

intended beneficiaries until June 30, it shows.

Despite lifting their full two months’ quota, several states did not distribute the 

free food grain to the returning workers, statistics shows.

At least 26 states and UTs have lifted 100-per cent of their allocation from the 

Centre but not one of them distributed full quantities to the beneficiaries in the last 

two months, data shows.

The maximum quantity — 1,42,033 metric tonnes — was allocated to Uttar 

Pradesh, which lifted 1,40,637 metric tonnes. But the state distributed only 3,324 

metric tonnes (2.03 per cent) to about 4.39 lakh beneficiaries in May, and to 2.25 

lakh beneficiaries in June, according to the ministry.
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Bihar also lifted 100 per cent quota of 86,450 metric tonnes but distributed only 

1.842 metric tonnes (2.13%) to about 3.68 lakh beneficiaries in May, and to no one 

in June, according to data.

Eleven states and one UT did not distribute even 1 per cent of the quantity they 

had lifted to the beneficiaries during June. These are Andhra Pradesh, Goa, 

Gujarat, Jharkhand, Ladakh, Maharashtra, Meghalaya, Odisha, Sikkim, Tamil 

Nadu, Telangana and Tripura.

Some states have lagged behind in lifting of their share of grains. For instance, 

Odisha lifted only 388 metric tonnes from the Food Corporation of India against its 

allocation of 32,360 metric tonnes under Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan. Madhya 

Pradesh lifted 1,963 metric tonnes (4%) of its allocation of 54,642 metric tonnes, 

while Chhattisgarh lifted only 944 tonnes (5%) out of the allocated 20,077 metric 

tonnes.

Six or seven states, including Goa and Telangana, have written to the Centre and 

informed that they will not be able to implement the scheme since migrant workers 

have moved out of their states.

At a virtual media conference  , Union Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public 

Distribution Ram Vilas Paswan said, “Some states are not distributing foodgrain to 

the poor. It is a matter of concern…they should be sensitive to the poor…. We have 

no problem in providing foodgrain to states. When it is being given free, I don’t 

understand the problem in distribution. We are taking this issue seriously.”

Among states which have performed comparatively better, Rajasthan lifted almost 

100 per cent of its allocated quota of 44,662 metric tonnes and distributed over 95 

per cent — or 42,478 metric tonnes of grain to 42.47 lakh beneficiaries in May and 

June each.

Haryana distributed 6,463 metric tonnes against its allocation of 12,649 metric 

tonnes. Himachal Pradesh, Assam and Karnataka also performed well, the 

ministry’s data shows.
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One of UK’s oldest cathedrals to install painting of The Last 
Supper with Black Jesus
One of Britain’s oldest churches has said it will install a reimagined version of The 

Last Supper painting that portrays Jesus Christ as a black man. The St Albans 

Cathedral in Hertfordshire is all set to display the painting by artist Lorna May 

Wadsworth as part of a prayer installation in the North Transept from July 4.

“At St Albans Cathedral we stand with the Black Lives Matter movement to be 

allies for change – building a strong, just and fair community where the dignity of 

every human being is honoured and celebrated; where black voices are heard, and 

where black lives matter,” the church wrote in a statement.

“In the painting Jesus is a black man, and so calls us to ‘look with fresh eyes at 

something you think you know’,” the church wrote on its website.

The altarpiece at the 11th century abbey will be replaced with a high-resolution 9-

feet print of Wadsworth’s painting, who based Jesus’s features on those of Tafari 

Hinds, a Jamaican model. The work, modelled on the original, depicts the disciples 

as being ethnically diverse.

The painting will be displayed till the end of October and parish members can pray 

or light a candle in support of the Black Lives Matter movement.

““Painting the Last Supper altarpiece made me really think about how we are 

accustomed to seeing Jesus portrayed. Experts agree he would most likely have 

had Middle Eastern features, yet for centuries European artists have traditionally 

painted Christ in their own image,” Wadsworth said when asked to explain the 

painting.

Explaining why she casted Hinds, as her Jesus, the artist said it was to make 

people “question the Western myth that he had fair hair and blue eyes.”

The announcement comes after Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby, who 

heads the Church of England, said the church should reconsider its portrayal of 

Jesus as a white man.
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Speaking to the BBC, Welby was asked whether the way the western church 

“portrays Jesus” needed to be “thought about again” and “re-imagined” in light 

of recent Black Lives Matter movement following the death of George Floyd in 

Minneapolis.

“Yes, of course it does,” he said, adding that Jesus was portrayed differently in 

countries around the world.

“You go into their churches and you don’t see a White Jesus — you see a Black 

Jesus, or Chinese Jesus, or a Middle Eastern Jesus — which is of course the most 

accurate. You see a Fijian Jesus — you see Jesus portrayed in as many ways as 

there are cultures, languages and understandings,” he had said.

He later tweeted some of the pictures from his official handle and asked followers 

to share their thoughts on it.

Like most religious places, the cathedral that was built in the 8th century, has been 

shut during the lockdown due to the coronavirus pandemic. It opened for private 

prayer on June 15, and will open its door to worshippers and tourists on July 4.

Not the time to profiteer: NPPA
To ensure sufficient availability of critical medical equipment for clinical management 

of COVID-19 in the country, the Union Health Ministry said   that it had identified a 

list of critical medical equipment and had requested the National Pharmaceutical 

Pricing Authority (NPPA) to ensure its availability at affordable prices..

“In order to keep a check on the price rise of critical medical equipment, NPPA, 

in exercise of powers conferred under DPCO, 2013, has called for price-related 

data from manufacturers/importers of Pulse Oximeter and Oxygen Concentrator to 

ensure that prices existing as on 1st April, 2020 should not be increased more than 

10% in a year,” noted a release issued by the Ministry.

All the medical devices have been notified as drugs and have come under the 
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regulatory regime of the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940 and Drugs (Prices 

Control) Order, 2013, with effect from April 1. A stakeholders consultation with 

medical devices industry associations and civil society groups was held by the 

NPPA on July 1 wherein it was stressed that all the manufacturers and importers 

of critical medical equipment shall ensure sufficient availability of the same. “It 

has been reiterated that all the medical devices have come under price regulation 

accordingly, price increase of medical devices would be monitored,” the release 

said.

The NPPA told the industry that it was not “business as usual” and not the time to 

profiteer. “The Medical Devices Industry Associations have been urged to bring 

down the retail price of critical equipment in the public interest in the prevailing 

situation as has been done by the manufacturers/importers of N-95 masks,” a 

senior health official said.

‘Clinical trials a great opportunity for India’
Clinical trials present a great opportunity for India, but call for meticulous attention 

to detail, Biocon executive chairperson Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw said .

“It is a huge job creator, value driver and leads to innovation at the end of it,” she 

told a webinar organised by FICCI FLO, Hyderabad chapter. Stating that clinical 

trials can be on new molecules, drugs, or new therapies, and new regimens, she 

said that the country stood to benefit from the consequent creation of a strong 

experimental environment and ecosystem.

“I think what we need to focus on is the clinical research part. Today, we are talking 

about developing new vaccines. We need to do all of that in a very stringent research 

mode,” Ms. Shaw said. A release on the webinar said that FICCI president and 

joint MD of Apollo Hospitals Enterprises Sangita Reddy, and chairman and CEO-

IKP Knowledge Park Deepanwita Chattopadhyay participated, while CEO of WE 



asp
iran

tforum.co
m

aspirantforum.com
THE CRUX OF THE HINDU AND PIB

asp
iran

tforum.co
m

     JULY
     2020
     VOL.71

    
National

Visit aspirantforum.com for Guidance and Study Material for IAS Exam

Hub Deepthi Ravula moderated.

Nearly 78% of COVID-19 patients in India are under 50: IDSP 
data
In India, 60% of COVID-19 patients had at least one co-morbidity and nearly 78% 

were under 50, says data from the Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme 

(IDSP), a Health Ministry body that’s tasked with monitoring disease outbreaks 

across the country.

The data is only a fraction — less than 1,00,000 — of the confirmed positive cases 

that today exceeds over 6,50,000, but is based on hospital data and offers glimpses 

into the unique characteristics of the spread of the disease.

Limited role

For instance, while co-morbidities are known to be a major risk factor for death, 

well-known risk factors — hypertension and diabetes — appeared to play a 

limited role as far as testing positive for the disease is concerned. Only 8% of 

the 16,155, whose data was publicised by the IDSP, were diabetic and 9% were 

hypertensive.

Previous studies have shown that the overall prevalence of hypertension was 29% 

and of diabetes around 11%.

Nearly 30% of those whose co-morbidities were publicised were categorised as 

‘others’.

Experts say there were a wide range of co-morbidities among those who tested 

positive and frequently it was difficult to tease out the contribution of the virus 

in worsening health. “Cancers, a history of a bypass, hepatic disorders, kidney 

ailments come in the category of others,” said Sujeet Kumar Singh, Director, 

National Centre for Disease Control. The IDSP is a unit of NCDC.

“We now have enough cases to call for a deeper analysis of the peculiar 
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characteristics of the pandemic. It isn’t enough to rely on Western or international 

data alone to understand Indian disease peculiarities.”

Laying out the symptoms recorded by hospitals of 19,813 patients, fever was the 

dominant symptom but noted only in 26% of the cases; cough in 19%.

A significant 21% were slotted as “other symptoms”, meaning they displayed 

conditions beyond sore throat, diarrhoea, pain, headache and vomiting. “This is 

surveillance data from hospitals. Many times they lack necessary detail but going 

ahead we hope that at least in major clinical centres, more detailed case histories 

are presented.”

The virus would affect populations differently and “differences in strains” did play a 

major role in explaining the severity and spread, Mr. Singh said. Previous studies 

have found that as of early June, there were at least 11 sub-types of SARS-CoV-2, 

six of which were identified in India.

Patient demography

When the demographics of nearly 83,000 patients were analysed, 37% were 

identified as urban and only 13% as rural. The rest were categorised as “not 

specified”.

Mr. Singh said migration and different definitions of classification by the authorities of 

a person’s residence status were a reason for the large number of ‘unspecified’.

Ladakh standoff: Delhi explores Special Representative-
level talks amid first tentative signs of climbdown
EIGHT weeks into the border stand-off, New Delhi is considering activating the 

Special Representative (SR) mechanism on the boundary talks.

Under this, National Security Advisor Ajit Doval could talk to his counterpart, China’s 

State Councillor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi, with the sole objective of “de-

escalation” and “defusing” the situation.
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This comes amid tentative signs of a climbdown at some “friction points” five days 

after the Corps Commander-level talks agreed on a step-by-step de-escalation in 

eastern Ladakh.

Under this, both sides were supposed to withdraw manpower and structures and a 

verification was to be done July 5. “Teams from the Army did go to verify at some 

points where our forces are in a standoff.

Detailed reports will reach us only tomorrow but there is evidence of some 

withdrawal of manpower and dismantling of structures, at least in the Galwan area, 

” a senior security establishment officer said. This has been recorded in the past 

three days, he said, adding that the progress is “tardy…not as desired”.

“We do not know if that’s intentional. The weather in the past few days has not 

been good. At Galwan, the river is in spate. That can make movement slower,” the 

officer said.

A Home Ministry official said that a timeline of about 10 days had been drawn 

keeping in mind what can be achieved each day with targets defined every three 

to five days.

“There may be a need to revise these timelines but at least some progress is being 

made in the Galwan region. That is the priority area for us,” the official said.

In Pangong Tso, including the area between Finger 4 and Finger 8, where the 

Chinese have ramped up their presence since May, de-escalation is still to be 

ascertained.

“As far as the build-up in Depsang is concerned, that is a matter of concern. 

Tangible results may take time given how talks play out,” the official said.

The SR-mechanism is being explored even as External Affairs minister S Jaishankar 

has spoken to Wang, in his capacity as Foreign minister.

This, sources said, is a “tool kit” New Delhi has to reach out to Beijing at a “higher 

level.” For, a State Councillor is higher than the Foreign Minister in the Chinese 

hierarchical system.
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In India’s case, both Jaishankar and Doval are at the same level — both have 

Cabinet rank.

What is different on the Chinese side is that the Foreign Minister and the State 

Councillor (the Special Representative) is the same person since 2018. Until 2017, 

the Chinese Foreign minister and the State Councillor were different individuals.

In 2017, during the Doklam border stand-off, the Chinese State Councillor was 

Yang Jiechi — who was the Special Representative. That made it easier for Indian 

interlocutors as they could reach out to different people in the Chinese system.

Wang — who became the State Councillor and hence, the Special Representative 

— is much more powerful than he was in 2017.

This complicates the situation for New Delhi.

However, the thinking in South Block is that reaching out to him at a higher level 

— from the Chinese perspective — may work, and therefore activating the NSA-

led SR-level mechanism is being considered.

The 22nd Meeting of the Special Representatives of India and China was held in 

New Delhi on December 21, 2019.

At that meeting, both Special Representatives had “agreed” that it is “important to 

maintain peace and tranquility in the border areas for the overall development of 

the bilateral relationship, pending final settlement of the boundary question”.

“There was a consensus that both sides should respect each other’s sensitivities 

and concerns in order to build mutual trust, as this was important for the future 

development of the bilateral relations,” the MEA statement had said then.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi Friday made a surprise visit to Ladakh and interacted 

with the Army and ITBP soldiers at Nimu post.

ITBP DG S S Deswal said: “The visit of the PM has boosted the morale of the 

forces. The complete national leadership, political leadership and the forces and 

jawans…they are dedicated to the nation and securing our borders.”
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‘New Parliament should be visible from roads’
The new Parliament building should be visible from the adjoining roads with public 

art installed at the corner of the plot and a multilevel parking structure nearby 

should be considered, the Delhi Urban Art Commission observed while approving 

the proposal last week.

‘Quorum not needed for routine panel meetings’
Contradicting the Opposition’s argument for virtual meetings of standing committees 

to ensure quorum during deliberations, officials at the Rajya Sabha Secretariat 

have said that quorum is essential only when the committees take decisions or 

adopt reports and not during routine deliberations.

Sources said this issue came up at a meeting   chaired by Rajya Sabha Chairman 

M. Venkaiah Naidu. Congress leader and Chairman of the Standing Committee 

on Science and Technology Jairam Ramesh had written to Mr. Naidu demanding 

a virtual meeting citing lack of quorum. Quorum for these meetings is generally 11 

out of 30 members.

The officials, sources said, told Mr. Naidu that out of 281 meetings of the eight 

department-related Standing Committees that are headed by Rajya Sabha 

members, 16% were held without quorum. “The committee on Science and 

Technology & Environment and Forests held 32 meetings during the past three 

years, of which 22% were without quorum. In respect of the 38 meetings of the 

committee on Home Affairs, 21% were without quorum,” a senior RS official said.

Mr. Ramesh has been heading the committee only since September last year. He 

said that during his tenure, 11 meetings were held and quorum was complete in 

each one of them.

According to sources, eight of the 30 members of the standing committee on 

Science and Technology which is to deliberate on “Preparedness for COVID-19” 
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have confirmed attendance. Of them, other than Mr. Ramesh himself, one member 

from the Samajwadi Party and one from Bahujan Samaj Party, the remaining are 

from the BJP. All the members who have confirmed are either from Delhi or Uttar 

Pradesh, their constituencies within driving distance to Parliament.

“Point isn’t about quorum alone. It’s about facilitating those MPs who want to attend 

and are unable to because of containment zones and quarantine restrictions in 

their home states,” Mr. Ramesh said.

‘Policymakers must realise that pandemic is still in early 
stage in India’
You have argued that to measure the true impact of the coronavirus in India, 

we need to look beyond the official fatalities record of the government. Why 

do you believe this?

First of all, the key metrics that we want to sort relate to how many people have 

been infected and how many people have died. Both of those are driven a lot by 

how carefully you look. If you have a lot of mild infections happening, and you are 

not testing extensively, you are going to miss those. Therefore, you might find 

that you have a very high case fatality rate because you are only testing the sick 

patients and finding very sick people.

Alternatively, if you do not have a very good surveillance system for deaths, if every 

death is not thoroughly investigated, you might find that a lot of people die. You do 

not know why they are dying. You may think that your case fatality rate is really low, 

because you are missing a lot of deaths due to COVID-19. Understanding both 

how many people have been infected with and have died of this virus in India is a 

tricky business. You cannot just look at the official statistics.

Is there any chance in India that the accuracy of recording deaths and causes 

of deaths is reasonably high and the estimated fatality rate is in the correct 
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ballpark?

The global fatality rate is about 1%, maybe a little less. When all is said and done, 

that will be the fatality rate in India. I actually expect that in India it will be lower than 

1%, because India has a relatively younger population. But I am not particularly 

interested in fatality rate — I am interested in fatalities.

Right now, the statistics suggest that around 20,000 people have died of this virus 

in India. That, to me, is very low. It is possible that we are doing a good job in 

India of ascertaining all the deaths, but I would not be surprised if we are missing 

a lot. The reason is that when I look at the U.S., U.K. and Western Europe, all 

of those countries have a lot more deaths than they have officially recorded. If 

high-income countries with very good surveillance systems are missing anywhere 

from 30%-70% of deaths from the coronavirus, why would I not expect that India 

would also be missing a similar proportion of deaths? I also think that the current 

estimate of 7,00,000 people having been infected is almost surely a very substantial 

underestimate.

Is the government justified in conserving test kits and surveillance system 

resources over time, hence limiting testing to the numbers that we see?

There is no limit to how much testing a country can do if it makes investments in 

reagents and other supplies. It can do very large numbers of tests. India has done 

about ten million tests so far. The U.S. has done about 40 million, Russia has 

done about 20 million. Why is India’s capacity less than Russia’s in terms of the 

ability to do testing? I just think it is a priority issue. If India decided tomorrow that it 

was going to invest substantial financial and intellectual resources into ramping up 

testing, I know nothing about India that makes me think it cannot do it, that it does 

not have the capacity.

Is the theory of herd immunity our only hope until a vaccine arrives? Could either or 

both of these halt the pandemic in its tracks? Please explain how they work.

The purpose of herd immunity is that once you have 60%-70% of the population 
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immune to the disease, then the virus cannot spread anymore, it slows down, and 

it does not completely extinguish but it becomes a much smaller problem. How do 

you get to 60%-70% immunity? The best way to do it is through a vaccine. If you 

do not have a vaccine — and this is what people usually refer to as herd immunity 

— what if you just let the infection run? 60%-70% of India’s population will have to 

get infected — the idea of nearly a billion people getting infected. If you take a 1% 

fatality rate, that is 10 million people dying, and tens of millions of people getting 

very sick, hospitals completely overwhelmed over the next year. That is a disaster. 

So, herd immunity is the policy of complete and utter failure. With millions of people 

dying and hundreds of people getting very sick, the economy will be completely 

destroyed.

India has had among the most stringent lockdowns across the world. Would 

you argue that that has had a substantial impact?

Remember, the entire strategy here is to protect people until a vaccine becomes 

available. I believe a vaccine will be available for India sometime in 2021 and my 

hope is that it will be in the first half of 2021. But there is a lot of uncertainty. Let 

us assume that it is in July 2021. We have about a year to go until that vaccine 

becomes available. But lockdowns only buy you time. You cannot be locked down 

for a year, it is just not possible economically and socially. The key is to use that 

lockdown to substantially ramp up testing, communicate to the people of India 

what will happen when the lockdown ends, how our behaviour must change, put 

in those policies, and ramp up hospital capacity. Then, when you unlock, you will 

be better able to handle what will surely be a surge of cases, as we are seeing in 

India right now.

When do you see the viral spread peaking in India and then coming down, 

and, accordingly, what advice would you give to the Indian government?

What policymakers in India must understand is that the pandemic is still quite early 

in India. What will cause the peak and the decreasing of cases? Right now, less 
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than 1% of the Indian population has been infected. What we have seen in other 

places is that left unchecked, that number will grow exponentially until we hit 60%-

70% infection, which is a billion people.

Of course, it is not going to be left unchecked, and I do not expect that that is 

going to happen. There are things that India can do to really reduce the spread 

of this virus and slow down that growth. Increasingly, we have good evidence 

around mask-wearing. People should be wearing masks outside, and indoors in 

any public space. Second, we have got to go after hotspots. Every time you detect 

an outbreak, you need to follow the testing, tracing, isolation strategy. That has 

worked in lots of places in India — in Kerala, and in Dharavi in Mumbai. There is 

no reason for me to think that that cannot be really critical public health strategy. 

Third, for the next year ahead, no large gatherings.

If India does all of that — the masks, the testing, getting rid of large gatherings 

— then I think India has a pretty good shot at keeping the virus from getting into 

exponential growth.

‘Panel for criminal law reforms lacks diversity’
Supreme Court and High Court judges, senior lawyers and academicians said a 

committee constituted by the Union Ministry of Home Affairs to introduce reforms 

in criminal law lacks diversity and it needs to ensure transparency.

A letter from them to the Committee chairperson and National Law University-

Delhi’s Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Ranbir Singh, said the line-up of its members “lacks 

diversity, both in terms of the social identity of the members, as well as their 

professional background and experience”. The signatories include former apex 

court judges like Aftab Alam, Madan B. Lokur and Gopala Gowda, senior advocates 

Dinesh Mathur, Indira Jaising, Navroz Seervai, C.U. Singh, Rebecca John, Dayan 

Krishnan, Sanjay R. Hegde and Sanjay Parikh.
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“Create sub-committees with outside experts and other consultants with established 

track records in the field of criminal justice who can redress the lack of diversity 

and experience,” they advised. The committee has invited expert opinions and has 

begun an online consultation exercise from July 4.

‘UGC guidelines on examinations binding on states’
The UGC guidelines on final year examinations are binding in nature, a senior 

official of the HRD Ministry told The Indian Express, even as four states have 

written to the Union government in protest.

On July 6, the higher education regulator advised all institutions to hold examinations 

for terminal semester or final year by September-end.

At least four states — West Bengal, Odisha, Maharashtra and Punjab — have 

objected to the UGC’s guidelines since and expressed their inability to comply.  , 

senior Congress leader Rahul Gandhi joined the chorus of protest and said “exams 

should be cancelled and students promoted on the basis of past performance”.

The Union government, however, is unlikely to withdraw the exam-related 

guidelines. In fact, the UGC will insist these are adopted by all universities and 

colleges.

“Without examination, the degrees will not hold any value and will affect the 

employability of this batch. Should we adopt a populist approach and promote 

everyone en masse or keep the future of these students in mind?” the senior HRD 

Ministry official said.

The official added that the state governments cannot decide the fate of the 

examinations since the UGC is empowered by law to issue guidelines on the 

conduct of examinations.

“Section 12 of the UGC Act 1956 clearly states that the UGC can take all such steps 

as it may think fit for the promotion and coordination of University education and 
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for the determination and maintenance of standards of teaching, examination and 

research in Universities,” a UGC official said. And under the 2003 UGC Regulation 

on grant of first degree, universities have to adopt exam-related guidelines issued 

by the commission from time to time, the official added.

The commission and the HRD Ministry haven’t replied to the letters written by the 

state governments yet.

Asked how universities will conduct exams if their buildings are being used for 

quarantine, the UGC official said, “Universities have time till September to conduct 

exams and they have the autonomy to decide how they want to do it. And not all 

educational institutions are being used for quarantine.”

The Congress launched a social media campaign with several top leaders putting 

out video messages slamming the UGC and asking it to reconsider its decision.

In his message, Rahul said, “Covid has harmed a lot of people. Our students 

in schools, colleges and universities had to face many hardships. The IITs and 

colleges have promoted students after cancelling the examinations. The UGC is 

creating confusion. The UGC should also cancel the examinations and promote 

students based on their past performance.”

The spy who came in from the cold
Earlier this year, National Security Adviser (NSA) Ajit Doval walked through the 

narrow lanes of northeast Delhi that just witnessed one of the worst communal riots 

in more than three decades. With television cameras milling around, the 75-year-

old Mr. Doval, a former Intelligence Bureau (IB) Director, marched and stopped to 

speak to residents, assuring them of peace and justice.

On February 26, as TV channels beamed the visuals and social media was agog 

with praises for the septuagenarian, reporters were duly informed that it was Home 

Minister Amit Shah’s idea to send Mr. Doval to the riot-hit areas. On March 11, 
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Mr. Shah himself informed the Lok Sabha that it was on his request that the NSA 

visited northeast Delhi so that the latter “could motivate Delhi Police”. The police 

were criticised for being mute spectators as rioters burnt houses and went on a 

killing spree.

Ever since Mr. Doval was reappointed NSA in the second Modi government and 

Mr. Shah moved to North Block, there has been discussion on the power equation 

at play. The question often asked: whose words on internal security weigh more 

to the Prime Minister? Both have responsibilities and roles that often overlap. 

Mr. Doval had an amiable working equation with Rajnath Singh, Mr. Shah’s 

predecessor. After Article 370 was diluted last August and Jammu and Kashmir 

was placed under an unprecedented lockdown and a communication blockade, 

photos and videos of Mr. Doval eating chicken curry and rice with local people in 

southern Kashmir’s Shopian emerged. With the local cable channels snapped and 

the phone and Internet lines down, the video was played on loop on Delhi-based 

satellite news channels, the only connect Kashmiris had with the outside world. 

Cooped in their homes, with concertinas ringed at every lane, Kashmiris watched 

as Mr. Doval spoke of the benefits (of reading down Article 370 and turning the 

State into a Union Territory) and the bright future that awaited them. Officials say 

Mr. Doval is heavily invested in the security affairs of Kashmir.

Rise of a cop

Born in 1945 at Pauri Garhwal in the erstwhile United Provinces, now in 

Uttarakhand, Mr. Doval grew up in Ajmer, Rajasthan. His father was an officer in 

the Indian Army. After graduating from Agra University, he joined the IPS in 1968 

in the Kerala cadre. He cut his teeth in anti-insurgency operations in Mizoram and 

Punjab, including undercover missions. In 1999, Mr. Doval was one of those who 

negotiated the release of passengers from the hijacked Indian Airlines flight IC-814 

in Kandahar. In July 2004, he was appointed Director of the IB. After retirement 

in 2005, Mr. Doval retreated to his private life, often contributing to the national 
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security discussions through commentaries and talks. When Mr. Modi came to 

power in 2014, the former spymaster returned to the government, as the country’s 

fifth NSA.

On June 3 last year, when Mr. Doval was reappointed, the NSA’s post was upgraded 

from the rank of Minister of State to Cabinet Minister in the table of precedence, 

a first since the post was created in 1998. The decision was reportedly taken as 

Mr. Doval was also leading strategic dialogues with many countries. A case in 

point being the talks between ‘Special Representatives of India and China on the 

Boundary Question.”

While China was represented by the State Councilor with a Cabinet rank, India was 

represented by the NSA with a Minister of State rank. The mismatch in hierarchy 

had raised protocol issues with the Chinese. The leg-up was also accelerated by 

the appointment of S. Jaishankar, a retired Foreign Secretary who was much junior 

in service to Mr. Doval, as the External Affairs Minister. In the first stint of the Modi 

government, the two differed on various foreign policy matters. Mr. Jaishankar, 

then Foreign Secretary, had shot off a terse letter to the Home Ministry and the 

NSA in 2016 after Chinese Uighur activist Dolkun Isa was granted a visa to attend 

a conference at Dharamsala in Himachal Pradesh. In the letter, Mr. Jaishankar 

asked both to consult the Ministry of External Affairs to “better manage the political 

and media fallout from such decisions”.

To address the ongoing Chinese troops build-up at the Line of Actual Control (LAC) 

in Ladakh, Mr. Doval quietly revived the China Study Group (CSG). An informal 

group constituted in 1997, the CSG comprises the Cabinet Secretary, Secretaries 

of Defence and Home, Army chief and Director of Intelligence Bureau, among 

others. The group has met at least on three occasions since May. The government 

had initially denied any serious crisis on the LAC. The extent of the Chinese build-

up was later established through satellite images. On July 5, Mr. Doval held talks 

with China’s Special Representative Wang Yi on the disengagement plan at all the 
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confrontation points, including the Galwan Valley where 20 Indian soldiers were 

killed in violent clashes with the Chinese on June 15.

Before he sat for the talks on the phone, the ground commanders were sent again 

to check if the Chinese had indeed moved back 2 km as agreed during the June 

30 Corps Commander level talks. As per the agreement, Indian troops also pulled 

back 1.5 km from India’s perception of the LAC with a 30-day moratorium on foot 

patrolling. Two days before the Doval-Wang meeting, Prime Minister Modi made 

a surprise visit to Ladakh. Mr. Doval did not accompany the Prime Minister as he 

was in self-isolation due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Advisory group

Though he has an office in South Block, in 2018, Mr. Doval ensured that the Sardar 

Patel Bhavan at Parliament Street in New Delhi was taken over exclusively for 

the functioning of the National Security Council Secretariat (NSCS). The NSCS, 

headed by Mr. Doval, works as an advisory group, comprising various experts on 

security related matters. Several Ministries and departments were moved out of 

the five-storeyed building to make space for the NSCS.

Last August, the Cabinet Secretariat amended the Allocation of Business Rules, 

1961 to include the NSCS, granting it a constitutional authority. Through the order, 

the NSCS has been empowered to generate Cabinet notes, a role till now reserved 

for the concerned Ministries. The order said the Secretariat would “assist the 

National Security Adviser, the Principal Adviser on National Security matters to the 

Prime Minister; and the National Security Council”. The Hindu has learnt that the 

NSCS has so far not generated a single proposal for consideration of the Union 

Cabinet.

The oft-repeated tales of his undercover operations in Pakistan have helped craft 

his image as a “super spy” among the common people. When the NSA enters a 

government building, security personnel and civilians stand in reverence, a gesture 

duly acknowledged by Mr. Doval.
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No room for complacency in COVID-19 fight: PM
Prime Minister Narendra Modi   reiterated the need to observe personal hygiene 

and physical distancing in public places. He was speaking after attending a COVID-

19 review meeting with Home Minister Amit Shah, Health Minister Harsh Vardhan 

and senior government officials

The Prime Minister also appreciated the manner in which the pandemic had been 

“contained” in Delhi.

Mr. Modi said that priority was being given to “close monitoring and guiding the 

containment work in regions where the infection rate is high”.

Stating that there was no room for complacency in this regard, he said that 

awareness of COVID-19 should be disseminated widely and that there should be 

a continuous emphasis on preventing the spread of the infection.

He also appreciated the efforts of the Centre and State and local authorities in 

containing the pandemic in Delhi, and directed that a similar approach be adopted 

by the governments of the neighouring States for containment in the entire National 

Capital Region. India   recorded the recovery and discharge of a total of 5,15,385 

COVID-19 patients so far.

“There are 2,83,407 active cases and all are under medical supervision either 

at the Central and State government hospitals for severe cases, and in home 

isolation for pre-symptomatic patients and those showing moderate symptoms,” 

said the Ministry. It noted that the recent policy changes, including allowing all 

registered medical practitioners to recommend testing for COVID-19 and the 

introduction of Rapid Antigen Point of Care testing along with RT-PCR (Real Time 

Reverse Transcription Polymerase Chain Reaction,) have substantially bolstered 

monitoring.

“So far, 1,13,07,002 samples have been tested through the collective public and 

private labs under Indian Council of Medical Research’s (ICMR) diagnostic network 

of 1,180 labs in the country. While those in the public sector have increased to 841 
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labs, the number of private labs has also been strengthened to a total of 339,” said 

ICMR.

2,82,511 samples were tested   and currently, India’s tests per million (TPM) figure 

stands at 8,193.

“The States as well as the medical college hospitals designated as centres of 

excellence were reminded by ICMR and All India Institute of Medical Sciences 

(AIIMS) that indiscriminate use of ‘investigational therapies’ may cause more 

harm than good,’’ noted the Health Ministry. It added that the ICMR had strongly 

recommended that the focus of COVID-19 clinical management should continue to 

remain on oxygen therapy (including high flow nasal oxygen), steroids, appropriate 

and timely administration of anti-coagulants and supportive care.

Disabled are entitled to same benefits of SC/ST quota: SC
The Supreme Court, in a significant decision, confirmed that persons with 

disabilities are also socially backward and entitled to the same benefits of relaxation 

as Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe candidates in public employment and 

education.

A three-judge Bench led by Justice Rohinton Nariman upheld a 2012 judgment of the 

Delhi High Court in Anamol Bhandari (minor) through his father/Natural Guardian v. 

Delhi Technological University. “In Anamol Bhandari, the High Court has correctly 

held that people suffering from disabilities are also socially backward, and are 

therefore, at the very least, entitled to the same benefits as given to the Scheduled 

Caste/ Scheduled Tribe candidates,” the Supreme Court held in a judgment on 

July 8. The decision by the Justice Nariman Bench came on a petition by Aryan 

Raj, a special needs person represented by senior advocate Colin Gonsalves, and 

advocate Rajan Mani, against the Government College of Arts, Chandigarh. The 

college denied Mr. Raj relaxation in minimum arks in the Painting and Applied Art 
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course.

Parliament project: seven firms bid to pre-qualify
Seven construction companies, including an Uttar Pradesh government undertaking, 

have submitted bids for pre-qualification for the contract to build a new Parliament 

building, according to the Central Public Works Department’s records.

The pre-qualification bids were opened  , after the 3 p.m. deadline. According to the 

CPWD’s online tender portal, the bids received were from ITD Cementation India 

Limited, Larsen and Toubro Ltd., NCC Ltd., PSP Projects Ltd., Shapoorji Pallonji 

and Co Ltd., Tata Projects Ltd. and Uttar Pradesh Rajkiya Nirman Nigam Ltd.

Between them, the bidders have constructed Metro rail projects, ports, stadia, 

industrial complexes among others in the past. The CPWD had called for pre-

qualification of firms instead of inviting financial and technical bids, as is the norm, 

due to security concerns, a spokesperson for Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry 

had said recently.

A Ministry official had said that drawings for the new building, that is to be developed 

adjacent to the existing Parliament, would only be shared with those that pre-

qualify.

A part of the government’s proposed redevelopment of the Central Vista, the 

construction of the new Parliament is expected to take 21 months and cost an 

estimated Rs. 889 crore, according to the CPWD’s notice.

Brahmapuram fiasco: PCB told to recover compensation or 
face action
The Principal Bench of the National Green Tribunal (NGT) in New Delhi has said 

that the Chairman and Member Secretary of the Kerala State Pollution Control 

Board (KSPCB) will be held liable if they fail to initiate prosecution and recover 
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compensation from those responsible for the unscientific handling of waste at the 

dumping site of the Kochi Corporation at Brahmapuram.

The Bench, comprising Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel (Chairperson), Justice S.P. 

Wangdi (judicial member), and Satyawan Singh Garbyal (expert member), said 

in its order that the progress (remediation) appeared to be very slow and was 

disregardful of the statutory and constitutional obligation of providing a clean 

environment.

“It is the responsibility of the KSPCB to initiate prosecution and recover compensation 

for such failures, failing which the Chairman and the Member Secretary of the 

KSPCB may be liable for their failure,” it said.

The tribunal’s order came in the case related to the non-compliance with Solid Waste 

Management Rules, 2016 (SWM Rules, 2016) at the now defunct Brahmapuram 

solid waste processing plant on the outskirts of Kochi city resulting in environment 

pollution and impacting public health.

The Principal Bench had taken into consideration the report filed by A.V. 

Ramakrishna Pillai, chairman of the State Level Monitoring Committee on solid 

waste management, on the sorry state of affairs at Brahmapuram.

On the government decision to cancel the e-tender for biomining of legacy waste 

at Brahmapuram, the tribunal asked why there should be a bar on a single tender 

considering the critical situation.

Other options

The decision to float fresh tenders was taken as only one agency had met the 

minimum eligibility criteria when an e-tender was floated on March 20. The Bench 

suggested that other available options be considered for compliance with Solid 

Waste Management Rules, 2016.

“Even in the case of waste-to-energy plant, it is stated that the retender has been 

called for similar reason which will be a cause for further delay in the process of 

environment remediation, which may be appropriately reconsidered,” it said.



asp
iran

tforum.co
m

aspirantforum.com
THE CRUX OF THE HINDU AND PIB

asp
iran

tforum.co
m

     JULY
     2020
     VOL.71

    
National

Visit aspirantforum.com for Guidance and Study Material for IAS Exam

The tribunal expressed doubts on whether the leachate generated at the dumping 

yard could be treated in an ordinary septage treatment plant as it contained 

heavy metals. This observation was made in reply to the board’s report that the 

construction of a new leachate collection tank of one-lakh-litre collection capacity 

was nearing completion.

The leachate will be diverted and collected in the new tank and it is to be treated 

at the septage treatment plant till the proposed leachate treatment plant turns 

operational, according to the board.

No postal ballot facility for voters above 65: EC
The Election Commission   said the postal ballot facility for electors above the 

age of 65 in the Bihar Assembly elections, which would have been the first time it 

would have been used since the Centre had notified it on June 19, would not be 

implemented.

In a statement, the EC said the decision was taken for the Assembly elections and 

bypolls due soon due to logistical challenges. It had instructed Bihar authorities to 

limit the number of electors to 1,000 per polling station due to the pandemic, for 

which 34,000 additional stations are being set up.

The EC said the additional polling stations “would entail formidable logistical 

challenges of mobilising 1.8 lakh more polling personnel and other additional 

resources including requirement of much larger number of vehicles in Bihar. Similar 

challenges would be there for the coming by-elections.”

The poll body said the option of postal ballots would be available to electors over 

80 years of age, persons with disabilities, essential service workers and those 

infected with COVID-19 or suspected to be.

After the Law Ministry notified the extension of postal ballots to electors over 65, 

several political parties had raised concerns over the decision.
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India registers a steep decline in maternal mortality ratio
The Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) in India has declined to 113 in 2016-18 from 

122 in 2015-17 and 130 in 2014-2016, according to the special bulletin on Maternal 

Mortality in India 2016-18, released by the Office of the Registrar General’s Sample 

Registration System (SRS), which provides estimates on fertility and mortality.

Key indicators

One of the key indicators of maternal mortality is the MMR, defined as the number of 

maternal deaths per 1,00,000 live births. The target 3.1 of Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDG) set by the United Nations aims to reduce the global maternal mortality 

ratio to less than 70 per 1,00,000 live births.

The MMR of various States according to the bulletin includes Assam (215), Bihar 

(149), Madhya Pradesh (173), Chhattisgarh (159), Odisha (150), Rajasthan (164), 

Uttar Pradesh (197) and Uttarakhand (99).

Southern States

The southern States registered a lower MMR — Andhra Pradesh (65), Telangana 

(63), Karnataka (92), Kerala (43) and Tamil Nadu (60).

“Maternal mortality in a region is a measure of reproductive health of women in the 

area. Many women in the reproductive age-span die due to complications during and 

following pregnancy and childbirth or abortion. As per the World Health Organization, 

maternal death is the death of a woman while pregnant or within 42 days of termination 

of pregnancy, irrespective of the duration and site of the pregnancy, from any cause 

related to or aggravated by the pregnancy or its management,” noted the bulletin.

‘Judicial review can’t be done prior to Speaker’s decision’
Constitutional courts cannot judicially review disqualification proceedings under the 

Tenth Schedule (anti-defection law) of the Constitution until the Speaker or Chairman 

makes a final decision on merits.

A 28-year-old judgment of the Supreme Court in Kihoto Hollohan versus Zachillu 
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and Others has said that “judicial review cannot be available at a stage prior to the 

making of a decision by the Speaker/Chairman and a quia timet action would not be 

permissible. Nor would interference be permissible at an interlocutory stage of the 

proceedings.”

“The only exception for any interlocutory interference being cases of interlocutory 

disqualifications or suspensions which may have grave, immediate and irreversible 

repercussions and consequence,” the Bench had held. The judgment is significant in 

the case of ousted Rajasthan Deputy Chief Minister Sachin Pilot and the 18 MLAs, 

who were issued notice under the anti-defection law after the ruling Congress sought 

their disqualification. They have approached the Rajasthan High Court challenging 

the constitutionality of Paragraph 2(1)(a) of the Tenth Schedule which makes 

“voluntarily giving up membership of a political party” liable for disqualification.

‘Draft EIA gives licence for violations’
The Draft Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 2020 is in keeping with the 

pro-business agenda of the Narendra Modi government and gives “licence for 

wrongdoing and violations,” CPI(M) Polit Bureau member Brinda Karat said in a 

letter to Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar  .

Ms. Karat has demanded that the draft notification be withdrawn and redrafted 

after due consultations. “The draft notification is in keeping with the pro-business 

agenda of the Central government in the name of development. People’s interests 

or concerns of protection of environment are not the concern of Draft EIA 2020. In 

fact it gives licence for wrongdoing and violations,” she wrote.

‘Dilutes protections’

The Draft EIA 2020, Ms. Karat says, is contrary to its statutory requirement to “protect 

and improve the environment,” instead it is designed to dilute existing protections 

through different means. She further alleged that the draft not only supersedes the 

EIA 2006 but also seeks to circumvent various rulings made by the National Green 
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Tribunal and the Supreme Court.

The most objectionable aspect of the draft is completely ignoring the concerns of 

Adviasis, who are going to be the most affected community due to the dilution of 

environment regulations, said Ms. Karat

Resort politics is now a de rigueur feature of Indian political 
life
With rebel Congress MLAs owing loyalty to former Deputy Chief Minister of Rajasthan 

Sachin Pilot holed up in a resort in Haryana (with an imminent move to another in 

Karnataka, sources say), resort politics seems to have become a de rigueur feature 

of Indian political life.

The sight of the MLAs being herded and sequestered into various five-star (and 

lesser star) resorts is becoming unfortunately all too familiar. Pictures of MLAs trying 

out the gym in these places or watching movies together surface from time to time 

to assure constituents and family that they are well, but what actually happens when 

a group of MLAs are bunched together?

In his book on the formation of the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) government in 

Maharashtra, titled Checkmate: How the BJP Won and Lost Maharashtra (Penguin, 

2020), Sudhir Suryawanshi goes into major details on just how the Congress MLAs, 

sequestered (ironically in Jaipur) spent their time.

Apart from a daily roll call, the MLAs were everyday asked about their political 

stance by the All India Congress Committee (AICC) observer staying with them. 

Soon enough, writes Mr. Suryawanshi, MLAs broke into various “clubs within clubs”, 

as he calls it.

For example, industrialists and well-off persons like Amit Deshmukh, Rohidas Daji 

Patil from Dhule, Ruturaj Patil and Vishwajeet Kadam hung around each other and 

discussed matters that interested them while another group was of the 16 MLAs 

elected from Vidarbha, who kept to themselves. There were, of course, discerning 
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drinkers who, too, kept to each other. Many missed home food and raised protests, 

like MLA Hemant Khoskar who had a hankering forPitala(also calledJhunkain 

Marathi) and with the right YouTube video got a five-star chef in Jaipur to prepare 

it for him.

Community living

The community living is never voluntary and is enforced when poaching of MLAs is 

feared. Even those not in danger of being poached are often herded with those of 

whom floor crossing is feared, just to keep theesprit de corpsalive.

When Congress MLAs from Karnataka got into a bus right after the Assembly elections 

of 2018, a senior Congressman, who had been a Minister in the Siddaramaiah 

government, also had to go along “just to ensure there was no discrimination in 

terms of perception”.

“I was told I had to go as my not going would send the message that I was somehow 

more trustworthy and others were not,” he said.

Keeping the MLAs together is a combination of salubrious resorts in States with a 

friendly government, communication and daily psy ops against attempts by other 

parties to raid your numbers. Parties have geared up suitably, it seems.

Plot to wreck monetary stability: NIA
The diplomatic channel gold smuggling case may have serious repercussions for the 

country’s relations with the UAE government and is prejudicial to its monetary and 

economic security, said the remand report submitted by the National Investigation 

Agency (NIA) before the NIA Special Court here  .

The accused conspired together and separately at various places to damage the 

monetary stability of the country by smuggling large quantities of gold from abroad. 

It is suspected that the proceeds might have been used for financing terrorism 

through various means, the report said.

Kingpin
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The agency said it had gathered information that K.T. Ramees was the kingpin in 

the case. Fourth accused Sandeep Nair stated before the agency that Ramees 

insisted on smuggling gold in large quantities and for maximum times during the 

lockdown period as the financial position of the country was weak.

The NIA sought further custody of the accused to unearth the role played by them 

and the co-accused.

Innocent: Swapna

In her bail application, second accused Swapna Suresh submitted that she was 

totally innocent of the allegations levelled against her and the case was the offshoot 

of a political rivalry between the State and the Central governments. The case was 

triggered by colourful and fictitious stories aired by media and the truth was far from 

what was said and done, she submitted.

Swapna submitted that though she was not in the service of the Counsel General of 

the Consulate of UAE, she had maintained a good relationship with the consulate, 

which used to assign certain works concerning the diplomats and their families on 

work on request basis. Though the Customs had arraigned her as an accused in 

the gold smuggling case, nothing was recovered from her, stated Swapna. She 

maintained that she was not a party to the cargo and had not facilitated the import 

of gold through diplomatic channel.

The special court will consider the bail application.

How can Constitutional authorities sit on files indefinitely? 
asks HC judge
Justice N. Kirubakaran of the Madras High Court   questioned the delay in disposing 

of the State Cabinet’s recommendation to the Governor on September 8, 2018, to 

release all seven life convicts in the former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi assassination 

case. The seven have been in jail for 29 years.

During the hearing of a case seeking 90-day parole for convict A.G. Perarivalan, the 
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judge said: “Nobody, much less a constitutional authority, can sit on a file like this. 

The makers of the Constitution did not prescribe a time limit because of the immense 

trust they had on people who may come to occupy high constitutional posts.”

Leading a Division Bench along with Justice V.M. Velumani, he said: “The 

recommendation can be either accepted or rejected but the decision should be taken 

within a reasonable time. Otherwise, courts will have no option but to interfere.” The 

views were expressed to Additional Public Prosecutor Prabhavati Ram, representing 

the State.

The judge went on to clarify: “By observing these things, we do not condone the 

acts of these convicts. They have conspired together and taken the lives of not only 

a former Prime Minister but also that of many innocent people including policemen. 

No doubt that it was a cruel assassination. This one heinous crime did change so 

many things in the country.”

Health complications

Earlier, senior counsel R. Shunmugasundaram, representing the writ petitioner G. 

Arputham, 72, said her son could be shown some leniency in grant of parole since he 

had been under incarceration for nearly three decades. He claimed that the convict 

was suffering from several health complications and hence vulnerable to COVID-19 

inside the prison.

The senior counsel and the petitioner’s counsel on record S. Saravanan said despite 

the Cabinet’s recommendation, the convicts were not being let out because Governor 

Banwarilal Purohit was yet to take a decision. The issue had been pending with the 

Governor for nearly two years now.

Responding, the APP said the petitioner’s son was already granted parole between 

November 12, 2019 and January 12, 2020. “As per prison rules, the convict will 

become eligible for next parole only after two years,” she said. The APP sought time 

for appearance of State Public Prosecutor A. Natarajan to answer queries on the 

larger issue related to permanent release.
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Accepting her request, the judges adjourned the case to July 29 for further 

hearing.

‘Floods, COVID-19 slowed down speed of development’
Stating that the BJP-led government had done well in fulfilling the promises it made 

to the people of the State and in addressing the development needs, Minister for 

Large and Medium Scale Industries Jagadish Shettar, however, said that floods last 

year and the pandemic now had brought down the speed of development.

After taking part in an online interaction with Chief Minister B.S. Yediyurappa 

organised to mark the first anniversary of the BJP government in the State, Mr. 

Shettar, who spoke to presspersons in Dharwad  , said that the government had 

done enough to meet the aspirations of the people.

The Minister said that that flash floods last year posed a challenge to the government 

and it took immediate remedial measures to mitigate the sufferings of the people. 

It was the first to announce compensation of Rs. 5 lakh to owners of houses 

that were damaged completely. Already 99 % of the beneficiaries had received 

compensation.

Mr. Shettar said that although several investors who had taken part in the Investors 

Meet held in Hubballi had signed memorandums of understanding to invest in the 

region and were keen on going ahead with the investment plans, the pandemic put 

a brake to it and the government had to focus its entire machinery to fight COVID-

19.

He, however, clarified that things had already moved a bit with regard to the 

government’s plan to setting up FMCG (Fast Moving Consumer Goods) cluster in 

Dharwad district and for the purpose, a vision group, headed by Joint Managing 

Director of Jyoti Laboratories Ulas Kamat, had been formed.

Mr. Shettar said that considering the development potential and the availability of 

necessary infrastructure, Hubballi-Dharwad had been identified as a growth-centre. 
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The new industrial policy too was in tune with the government’s plan to develop tier 

II and tier III cities, he said.

30 more ventilators

On the fight against the pandemic, Mr. Shettar, who is also the district-in-charge 

Minister, said that the district had already procured 40 ventilators out of which 17 

were being used at present.

“However, considering the surge in the number of fresh positive cases, the 

government has sanctioned 30 additional ventilators,” he said.

Earlier, at the Zilla Panchayat hall, the venue for the online interaction with the 

Chief Minister, Mr. Shettar released a booklet on the progress report of the State 

government and special editions of Janapada and March of Karnataka magazines 

published by the Department of Information and Public Relations.

Durugappa Hanumanthappa Chikkatumbal, a painter from Bhairidevarakoppa 

in Hubballi, spoke during the interaction and thanked the Chief Minister for the 

assistance extended under COVID-19 relief package.

A host of elected representatives and beneficiaries of various government schemes 

were present.

Time to focus on reviving Delhi’s economy, says CM
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal   appealed to citizens to play their part in reviving the 

economy of the city while taking adequate precautions against COVID-19. He also 

announced the launch of a job portal intended to bridge the gap between potential 

employers and employees in Delhi.

The ‘Rozgaar Bazaar’, he said, could be accessed on j obs.delhi.gov.in and is 

particularly aimed at helping those who lost their jobs and businesses due to the 

novel coronavirus pandemic and successive lockdowns.

According to data from the employment department, 51,403 jobseekers had 

registered on the portal by the end of the day while 1,071 employers had posted 
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18,585 vacancies.

The Chief Minister cited latest numbers to suggest that the Capital was slowly turning 

the tide in its COVID-19 fight. Delhi’s recovery rate, he said, was 88% and the rate of 

active cases only 9%, which meant that out of every 100 novel coronavirus-infected 

people in Delhi, only 9 were currently infected and 88 had recovered; around 2-3% 

had succumbed to the virus.

‘Successful fight’

“The people of Delhi have successfully fought coronavirus in the last three months. 

Now we have to move to the next stage. During the pandemic, people lost their jobs 

and shops and factories were shut down. People suffered huge losses, and many 

suffered from hunger. Now, we all need to pay attention to the economy,” he said at 

a digital briefing.

“We are hearing that several cities are rushing to impose lockdowns ranging from 

2-10 days, but I am happy that there was no need to reimpose lockdown in Delhi. 

Now we have to work together to improve the economic situation. Many migrant 

labourers had left Delhi in the last three months. They have started coming back in 

huge numbers now. I want to appeal to the rest: it is your Delhi,” Mr. Kejriwal said.

The Chief Minister said the portal would allow employers to post jobs citing position, 

designation, desired qualifications and experience. Those seeking jobs can also 

register on the website citing the experience they have, their academic qualifications 

and the field they want jobs in, such as tourism, hotel industry, construction, among 

others.

Labour Minister Gopal Rai said anyone could apply and the service was free. A person 

can apply for multiple jobs as well. “I request all the businessmen, industrialists 

to come forward and register here. I also request the government skill centres as 

well as the organisations that are associated with government construction on a 

contractual basis to register, besides others,” Mr. Rai said.
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‘PM-CARES funds cannot go to NDRF’
PM-CARES Fund is a “public charitable trust” to which “anyone can contribute”. It is 

a “misconception” that contributions received by a public trust like PM-CARES can 

be transferred to a statutory fund like the National Disaster Relief Fund (NDRF), the 

government maintained in the Supreme Court  .

The government was responding to a bunch of petitions, including one from the 

Centre for Public Interest Litigation, represented by senior advocate Dushyant Dave 

and advocate Prashant Bhushan, to transfer funds from PM-CARES to the NDRF 

to help fight the pandemic.

Appearing before a Bench led by Justice Ashok Bhushan, Mr. Dave argued that PM-

CARES is not subject to audit by the Comptroller and Auditor General. Contributions 

to it are “100% tax free”. The court reserved the case for judgment.

‘Centre should be party in SC on Maratha quota’
State Minister Ashok Chavan, who heads the Cabinet sub-committee on Maratha 

reservation,   criticised BJP leader Devendra Fadnavis for misleading people over 

the Maratha quota issue and asked him to convince the Centre to be a party in the 

ongoing case in the Supreme Court.

NEP focus: leave no child behind, bridge digital divide
The closure of schools and universities over the last four months has highlighted the 

inequities in the Indian education system, with some students able to continue the 

learning process via online tools, while others being left out. The National Education 

Policy (NEP), approved by the Cabinet  , has a new section on digital education to 

ensure “equitable use of technology”.

“When we introduce technology, we must ensure that no child is left behind,” said 

Higher Education Secretary Amit Khare, speaking to presspersons after the Cabinet 

decision. A dedicated unit to coordinate digital infrastructure, content and capacity 
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building will be created within the Education Ministry to look after the online learning 

needs of both school and higher education, he said. Teachers will also be given 

training in online educational methods relevant to the Indian situation in order to 

help bridge the digital divide.

Enrolment ratio

Inclusion is a theme of the Policy beyond technology as well. The NEP emphasises 

universal access to schools, and aims to bring two crore out-of-school children back 

into the educational mainstream.

It also aims to double the Gross Enrolment Ratio in higher education, including 

vocational education, from 26.3% in 2018 to 50% by 2035, with an additional 3.5 

crore new seats.

In order to achieve all this, public financing of education by States and Centre must 

grow from the current 4.43% of GDP to 6% at least, says the Policy. The National 

Scholarship Portal will be expanded to support, foster, and track the progress of 

students receiving scholarships.

Regions such as aspirational districts, which have large numbers of students facing 

economic, social or caste barriers will be designated as ‘Special Educational Zones’, 

added the Policy.

Gender Inclusion Fund

The Centre will also set up a ‘Gender-Inclusion Fund’ to build the country’s capacity 

to provide equitable quality education to all girls and transgender students.

“The fund will be available to States to implement priorities determined by the Central 

government critical for assisting female and transgender children in gaining access 

to education (such as the provisions of sanitation and toilets, bicycles, conditional 

cash transfers, etc),” said the Policy.

Gujarat is second state to get new police manual
Forty-five years after the creation of the first police manual in the state, the Gujarat 
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Police presented the draft of ‘Gujarat Police Manual 2020’ to Chief Minister Vijay 

Rupani  , introducing changes related in context to present day policing challenges. 

With this, Gujarat has become the second state in the country after Andhra Pradesh 

to create a new police manual in current times.

Gujarat Director General of Police Shivanand Jha and Additional Chief Secretary 

(Home) Sangeeta Singh presented the draft of the Gujarat Police manual to 

Rupani in the presence of K Kailashnathan, chief principal secretary to the CM, in 

Gandhinagar  .

It was in 1975 that the first Gujarat Police manual was introduced to assist police 

personnel in furtherance of their duty.

“Due to changes in the acts related to policing, criminal laws, policing procedure 

and technology from time to time, the existing police manual had become old and 

inconsistent. After a review and amendment in the old laws, the new police manual 

draft is accurate, all inclusive and systematic as well as holistic, in order to assist 

the Gujarat Police. The new police manual will be available in e-book format on the 

Gujarat Police website. It will be available in Gujarati language and English and also 

have scope for periodic changes in the policing laws,” read a statement from the 

office of the Gujarat Information department.

According to officials, the new police manual has been divided into three parts 

which contain details of the Indian Penal Code, the Code of Criminal Procedure 

(CRPC), the Evidence Act, the Prevention Of Children against Sexual Offences 

(POCSO) Act, the Scheduled Caste/ Scheduled Tribe (Prevention of Atrocities) 

Amendment Act, the Juvenile Justice Act, the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act 

and the Information Technology Act.

It also contains details about new technologies in policing such as the Cyber Forensic 

Cell, instruments for Cyber Crime investigation and social media monitoring tools, 

along with the inclusion of procedure to curb and control new financial crimes, drug 

trafficking, human trafficking and transnational terrorism.
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Govt. releases norms for online learning
According to the guidelines for online education released by the Tamil Nadu 

government, each session can be of 30-45 minutes duration with a break of 10-15 

minutes between each session. For Classes 1-8, there should not be more than 

two sessions a day.
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Johnson vows ‘infrastructure revolution’ to reboot economy
Prime Minister Boris Johnson pledged   to deliver an “infrastructure revolution” to 

help Britain build its way out of the economic devastation of the COVID-19 outbreak. 

He promised £1 billion for school repairs and a further £4 billion for “shovel-ready” 

projects from road maintenance to public transport in what he said was a new 

“infrastructure revolution” that will also build new homes.

‘Need Rs. 50-60 lakh crore FDI to bolster economy’
India needs foreign direct investments worth Rs. 50-60 lakh crore, which can 

be tapped mainly through infrastructure projects as well as the MSME sector to 

accelerate the COVID-19-hit economy, according to Union Minister Nitin Gadkari.

The infrastructure sector, including highways, airports, inland waterways, railways, 

logistic parks, broad gauge and metro, apart from micro, small and medium 

enterprises (MSMEs), can attract large-scale foreign investment, he noted. “Some 

MSMEs are already listed on the BSE. I have talked to investors in Dubai and the 

U.S. to invest in such MSMEs based on their three-year turnover, GST track record, 

IT record and good rating. Investing in these can result in rich dividends as these do 

exports also,” he said.

He noted that public private partnerships can help harness huge funds and would 

have a cascading impact by generating more employment and boosting the 

economy.

Bank credit grows 6.18%, deposits 11%: RBI data
Bank credit and deposits grew 6.18% and 11% to Rs. 102.45 lakh crore and Rs. 

138.67 lakh crore, respectively, in the fortnight ended June 19, according to the 

RBI.

In the fortnight ended June 21, 2019, bank credit had stood at Rs. 96.48 lakh crore 
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and deposits at Rs. 124.92 lakh crore.

In the previous fortnight that ended on June 5 this year, advances had grown 6.24% 

and deposits by 11.28%.

Rating agency Crisil said in a recent report that bank credit growth is likely to nosedive 

to a multi-decadal low of 0-1% in 2020-21 as economic activity has been sharply 

impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Bank loan growth to industry decelerated to 1.7% in May from 6.4% in the corresponding 

month last year.

Loan growth to the services sector slowed down to 11.2% in May, compared with 

14.8% a year ago.

Edelweiss to offer multi-vehicle policy
Edelweiss General Insurance (EGI) has joined hands with web aggregator 

PolicyBazaar to offer its on-demand multi vehicle floater policy where the insurance 

is calculated on the age and experience of the driver.

One of the proposals introduced under IRDAI’s Regulatory Sandbox initiative, the 

product named Edelweiss Switch allows vehicle owners to turn on and off their motor 

insurance and covers multiple vehicles under a single policy. It has been developed 

with the specific needs of today’s customer in mind, where they may not use the 

vehicle regularly or may choose to alternate between car and two-wheeler, Edelweiss 

General Insurance ED and CEO Shanai Ghosh said.

‘Lack of data impeding revival of MSMEs’
The Consortium of Indian Associations (CIA) has urged the Centre to develop Udyog 

Setu, a mobile application, similar to the Aarogya Setu to bail out the micro, small and 

medium enterprises (MSMEs) that have been badly hit by COVID-19 as the lack of 

reliable data was impeding the sector’s revival.

The mobile application will contain all the data pertaining to the MSMEs such as the 
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names of enterprises, turnover, number of employees, plant location and the like.

“The financial stimulus package announced by the Centre for the MSMEs has been a 

damp squib. A helping hand could not be extended to MSMEs as we are lacking in data 

on industry, traders, migrant labour, informal workers and many such segments that 

are not yet the radar of the central and State governments,” said K.E. Raghunathan, 

convenor, CIA.

“It is necessary to map them immediately through Udyog Setu, similar to the Aarogya 

Setu. This will help us bring all enterprises, irrespective of size, under one platform,” 

he said.

He said that with respect to the Rs. 3 lakh-crore Emergency Credit Line Guarantee 

Scheme (ECLGS), only about Rs. 90,000 crore had been sanctioned and about Rs. 

40,000 crore disbursed as on day 45.

“It is too early to say that economic revival has started, referring to June 2020 tax 

collections. The worst is yet to come,” he said, adding indirect tax collections “should 

have been Rs. 1.75 lakh crore for 65 days of invoicing.”

‘Mulling national logistics law’
The Commerce Ministry is considering replacing the Multi-Modal Transportation of 

Goods Act (MMTG) with a full-fledged national logistics law with a view to promote 

growth of the sector, a senior government official said.

Special Secretary in the logistics division of the Ministry, Pawan Agarwal said a National 

Logistics Efficiency and Advancement Predictability and Safety Act (NLEAPS) is 

under consideration and this law tends to define various participants of the logistics 

space and create a light regulatory ecosystem.

“What the logistics sector is all about is not very clear to us as of now and in that 

direction, we need to clearly define what the logistics sector is and what the various 

elements in it are... We are considering replacing it with a full-fledged national logistics 

law.” NLEAPS is under consideration, he said at a webinar organised by industry 
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chamber PHDCCI.

Multimodal transportation refers to a combination of more than one mode of movement, 

such as rail, road or sea, for end-to-end delivery of goods.

“We are working towards finalising a national logistics policy. We will be having 

consultations once the draft is finalised,” he added.

The move assumes significance as high logistics cost impacts the competitiveness 

of domestic goods in the international market. Effective implementation of the policy 

would help provide an impetus to trade, enhance export competitiveness, and improve 

India’s ranking in the Logistics Performance Index.

India’s logistics sector is highly fragmented and the government aims to reduce 

the logistics cost from the present 14% of the Gross Domestic Product to less than 

10%.

According to an earlier statement from the Ministry, the sector is complex, with more 

than 20 government agencies, 40 partnering agencies, 37 export promotion councils, 

500 certifications and 10,000 commodities.

Take stock before trading
The Yes Bank debacle and the closure of six debt funds in Franklin India may 

have spooked debt investors. But equity investors remain unstoppable. CDSL data 

suggested 12 lakh new equity investor accounts were opened in March and April 

2020, up 33% from the previous two months.

BSE data showed a significant spurt in the client (individual investor) category 

turnover compared with a year ago.

New-age online platforms, too, spoke of robust growth in new brokerage account 

additions with as much as 65% of them being first-time investors.

The point made by many brokerages — attractive valuations and quality stocks 

available at good prices — are attracting investors. But, could it be possible for first-

time equity investors to discover ‘attractive valuation’ and ‘quality stocks’ within two 
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months of their entry into equities? Strange!

I gathered more on social media. Video and learning apps and webinars on how to 

trade were selling (yes, even paid ones) like hot cakes. Okay, lockdown has forced 

people to channelise their energy into learning. And, needless to say, it is instant 

gratification (through trading) that most want. And then, you hear this: the shocking 

news of a 20-year-old trader who thought he lost $7,30,000 in trading. Now, I am not 

here to tell you that investing is all about the long term and dismiss trading.

In reality, trading in the market is an important activity that is fundamental for price 

discovery of stocks.

However, stock trading is one of the hardest things you can do and therefore, the 

most difficult to make money from. So, it is best left to professionals who have honed 

their practice over years of experience.

What is happening now is probably this — a combination of easy-to-use, free/low-cost 

trading platforms, plenty of time at home during this lockdown and also, increasing 

insecurity about keeping a job and the need to generate other sources of income, 

could be driving many young Indians towards the seemingly lucrative business of 

trading. If you are one among them, and thought trading was an easy way to make 

money, you will do well to know the following.

Not a part-time affair

Successful traders seldom do trading part time. These are folks who have left their 

jobs, after several years of also investing, and pursued trading as a serious activity. 

Trading is not a hobby because you can lose real money.

It takes several years before one can master techniques in stock trading. First comes 

the knowledge and then comes the experience. It is good to learn and try techniques 

with small exposures but you are in for a risk when you try these with leveraged 

bets. When I started with equities close to two decades ago, I knew amateur traders 

who would stick to the cash market, while the more professional traders would use 

leverage. Leverage, or margin trading, is the act of taking stock market positions 

worth more than the money you possess. That means you borrow money for the 
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difference.

When such experts use leverage, they do so when the path to profit is very clear to 

them. They tend to diligently stick to their plan, decide on an optimal position size to 

minimise risk, assess risk-reward and thereby, the potential loss and make sure their 

capital is not overexposed.

They make sure their losses in a trade are restricted to 1-2% of capital. Unfortunately, 

not only the right strategy but also the check of emotions, comes only with time. And 

that will come provided you are strong enough to stay without getting hurt.

Ease of transacting, a trap

With a spate of zero-cost platforms, and easy access to margin, leveraged trades 

have become easier to access and therefore end up on top of a young trader’s list of 

feats to be achieved. New investors seldom understand that there is no such thing as 

‘free’, and often do not factor in some implicit costs (such as an ask-bid spread). As 

online platforms also make available plenty of charts, many trade daily, using daily 

charts. Top traders seldom do that. They like to see how the story of a stock unfolds; 

they see the bigger picture. A trader may trade less and make more money looking 

at slightly longer period charts.

Online brokerage platforms also make available plenty of learning material for you. 

They equip you so that you make money for them. Watching a few videos and hearing 

free advice definitely doesn’t amount to learning trading. If you ask yourself what 

technique you really follow for each trade and don’t have a proper answer, you are 

not a trader.

Money tucked away

Professional traders have a comfortable kitty they can fall back upon. They would 

have put away enough money for their life’s goals and would already have invested 

for the long-term and even have some money tucked away in fixed deposits. Some 

professional traders even set aside an emergency fund as high as one-year’s living 

costs.

For those who wish to make a living as an equity trader, having a significant chunk 
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as capital is necessary.

Otherwise, you cannot think of building wealth. Not having a substantial sum as 

capital brings in other risks. For example, someone trying to get Rs. 50,000 a month 

from a capital of Rs. 5 lakh would likely push herself to adopt high-risk strategies that 

can wipe out capital and cause losses. If you think you are still cut out for it, learn 

slowly and steadily; first master the art of losing less. As the Wild West song goes 

“you’ve got to know when to hold ‘em, know when to fold ‘em,”

Can you be denied health insurance?
You may have heard that ‘insurance is sold, not bought.’ This reluctance to buy 

insurance has a notable exception. Health insurance is much desired and available 

from general and health inssurers. Life insurers can issue benefit, not indemnity, 

policies covering health.

Yet, just because you want a health insurance policy, it does not mean you will get it. 

Renewal, too, can be denied.

No insurer is obliged to issue you a health insurance policy. The premium, terms and 

conditions are also at his discretion. While the underwriting decision on a new policy 

lies with the insurance company, here is what the regulations say.

Health insurance policies should allow age at entry of at least 65 years. Exceptions 

include maternity or certain group policies such as student policies. Also excluded 

are overseas hospitalisation and personal accident policies and pilot products. (A 

pilot product, a concept that has come up in the last few years, is a close-ended new 

insurance policy to explore how to cover risks not covered until now or are exclusions 

in existing products.)

On age grounds, your insurer cannot deny you a renewal or because you made a 

claim in the previous policy years. In other words, once you have a policy, you are 

entitled to life-long renewal in the normal course.

Keep policy valid
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It’s your responsibility to keep your policy valid through timely renewal. Regulations 

specify that insurers should condone a gap in renewal of up to 30 days and keep 

benefits such as waiting period for pre-existing conditions intact. This is a new 

measure that gives the insured considerable leeway as no gap in coverage was 

entertained earlier. But remember, any claims that arise during the uncovered period 

will not be tenable.

If the policy (including a pilot) is withdrawn, at the time of renewal, the insurer has to 

port you to an alternative available policy subject to portability conditions.

Renewal will not be done in the case of benefit policies where a claim is paid and 

the policy terminates. Details of when and how the policy will terminate should be 

explicitly stated in the policy document upfront. Your renewal premium cannot be 

arbitrarily loaded because of your claims history but only on group experience basis 

and that too, disclosed upfront. However, if you are eligible for a cumulative bonus for 

a claim-free insurance period, that can be cut when there is a claim.

Bonus details should be stated explicitly in the prospectus and the policy document 

and, if there is a claim, the bonus should be reduced at the same rate at which it has 

accrued. This also applies to the premium to be charged for the policy.

On renewal, your insurer should not require you to go through a fresh medical 

examination provided there is no increase in your sum assured. This provision 

safeguards you against denial of renewal or loading of premium or imposition of any 

new terms or exclusions.

Renewal can be denied on the basis of fraud, misrepresentation moral hazard or 

misrepresentation by the insured. Moral hazard has been a serious matter in the 

past. This hampered the profitable growth of health insurance in India because when 

such practices are rampant, the majority suffers due to the acts of a few.

India seeing green shoots of economic revival: PM
Mr. Modi’s reference to “green shoots” or small signs of revival comes a few days 
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after the Ministry of Finance published its macroeconomic report for June 2020, which 

said activity had “picked up” in certain areas, even though the GDP growth estimates 

have plummeted further.

“Early green shoots of economic revival have emerged in May and June with real 

activity indicators like electricity and fuel consumption, inter and intra-State movement 

of goods, retail financial transactions witnessing pick up,” said the report, showing 

that while there isn’t growth per se yet, the consumption in certain areas wasn’t 

falling as fast as it was earlier. Electricity consumption was down, -11% in June as 

opposed to -24% year on year in April 2020. E-way bill values, petroleum products 

consumption, and railway freight traffic were all also lower than last year but higher 

than last month, the report said.

IMF estimates

While confirming the IMF’s (International Monetary Fund) latest estimates of a sharp 

6.4% contraction in growth rates, the Department of Economic Affairs, which authored 

the report, said that “in line with downward revision of global growth, India’s growth 

has been forecast at -4.5 % in 2020”. Mr. Modi said that India’s “talent force” and its 

“ability to reform and rejuvenate” would ensure that it would lead the global revival. 

Inviting the investors gathered for the virtual summit, he singled out agriculture, 

defence, space technology and the MSME sector for funds.

Addressing international investor worries over the government’s announcement 

of building “Atmanirbhar Bharat [self-reliant India]”, which is seen as a possibly 

protectionist policy, he stated that “Atma Nirbhar Bharat is not about being self-

contained or being closed to the world. It is about being self-sustaining and self-

generating”.

Speaking at another session at the conference, U.S. Ambassador Kenneth Juster 

said India should position itself as a counterpoint to China, in comments referring to 

the border stand-off and to India’s earlier decision not to join China’s Belt and Road 

Initiative.
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Govt. issues safety advisory for distribution of textbooks
Free textbooks and other educational resources will be distributed to students of 

government and government-aided schools in adherence to the Standard Operating 

Procedure (SOP) issued by the State government.

Students of Classes 10 and 12 will first receive their books, and this is being done to 

facilitate learning from home during the COVID-19 lockdown.

In the SOP issued by the Revenue and Disaster Management Department, the schools 

have been asked to distribute the books in pre-assigned time slots to students or their 

parents. Not more than 20 persons will be allowed to gather on the school premises 

during a slot of one hour and physical distancing norms will have to be followed. 

Teachers, students and parents have all been instructed to wear masks.

The schools have also been asked to ensure that students get the video content of 

lessons on their laptops.

For this, the designated staff members have been asked to collect their laptops and 

take them to the hi-tech labs in the schools. Once the e-resources are downloaded, 

the laptops will be returned to students. No student or parent will be allowed into the 

labs.

On school campuses, two classrooms will be earmarked as waiting halls for parents 

and students, who have been asked not to linger outside the premises after the 

distribution, is over.

For students who are in quarantine or in containment zones, the schools have been 

asked to hand over the books once their quarantine period is over.

Stay focused on your investments
If Goods and Services Tax (GST) rate on international airfare rises, how many of us 

will cancel our foreign vacation with family?

Similarly, if the government reduces GST on hiring of banquet halls in hotels, how 

many of us will hurry into getting our son or daughter married even though they are 
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pursuing higher education to take benefit of the lower GST?

Though it is true that the GST rates do impact our lives and also the cost of living, that 

is something which is not in our control.

Equally true is the fact that many financial goals of our life have to be fulfilled, even if 

something beyond our control, such as a rise or fall in GST rates, occurs.

Financial responsibilities

Some of these goals could be in form of our family financial responsibilities such as 

funding the education of our children, getting them married, our retirement and the 

like.

There could also be certain dreams and aspirations such as going on a foreign 

vacation with family and purchasing a bigger car.

A lot of these do not change simply because either GST or, for that matter, most other 

taxes and levies in the country increase or decrease. Yet, we keep focussing on GST 

rates and other taxes. Several times, as financial planner, I encounter individuals 

who procrastinate, delaying financial planning and investment decisions because the 

Union Budget is in the offing or the GST Council will be holding a meeting to decide 

on the rates. These are just excuses to avoid the discipline that we have to impose 

on ourselves with regard to financial planning. However, it is detrimental to our wealth 

creation.

The best way to deal with any kind of wealth creation and achieve our financial goals 

is to plan and invest. So, instead of referring to GST as Goods and Services Tax, the 

goal must be Goal Savings Target.

First, make a list of all financial responsibilities and dreams.

This can be called ‘My GDP – My Goals and Dreams Plan.’ Prioritise them. This will 

help in getting focus and ease allocation of funds for each goal. Decide the amount 

that will be needed to fulfil those financial goals. There are enough calculators 

available on Web that will help in calculating the monthly amount needed to meet 

those financial goals. In case there are some inhibitions in making calculations, take 

the help of a qualified person.



asp
iran

tforum.co
m

aspirantforum.com
THE CRUX OF THE HINDU AND PIB

asp
iran

tforum.co
m

     JULY
     2020
     VOL.71

    
Economy

Visit aspirantforum.com for Guidance and Study Material for IAS Exam

Set priorities

It is not always possible to have enough surplus every month to invest towards our 

future goals. The moment goals are prioritised, it is easier to take a decision. Goals 

that are high priority need allocation of money first, and so on and so forth.

Another benefit of listing and prioritising financial goals is to decide where to invest. 

Options could be investing in the stock markets, gold, fixed deposits, bonds or real 

estate. Also, consideration can be given to whether the investment be made directly 

or should mutual funds be considered as a vehicle. There could be a few other 

investment vehicles available that can be considered. Lastly, deciding on financial 

goals, calculating the amount, allocating funds are all steps in bringing about focus.

Focus always helps in optimum utilisation of resources. Making ‘MY – GST’ will help 

bring focus so that ‘our financial resources’ viz. income from ‘our routine earning’ and 

returns generated from ‘our investment’ help in achieving ‘My GDP.’

Family support

As a practitioner, it is very common to get a comment from a family member, 

housewives and older children saying “I also want to contribute towards a particular 

financial goal that the family is investing for.”

As individuals, we want to know the end goal and also belong to an activity where the 

end result is known. Thereafter, every time there is some saving and investing, there 

is a sense of achievement as it lends clarity to our purpose.

Giving direction to our investments gets us focussed; choosing an investment vehicle 

and asset class becomes easy; we refrain from copying others or relying on any 

rumours; and, there is family support.

Is there a safe investment?
In tune with current times, Claudius in the Shakespearean play, Hamlet, would, have, 

perhaps, said: “When anxieties come, they come not in single spies, but in battalions!” 

With uncertainty in employment on one side and volatile financial markets on the 
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other, it is natural that we are overanxious about the world around us.

It is in this backdrop that we address a reader’s question: How safe are bank deposits 

in these uncertain times? In this article, we show there are no safe investments and 

that your investment decision involves risk trade-offs.

Default risk

A safe investment is not one that will protect your nominal capital. Rather, it is one 

that will help you accumulate money at a required rate with zero risk.

Suppose you have to earn 4% compounded annual return to achieve your goal eight 

years hence, the safest investment would be a cumulative bank deposit with zero 

default risk. Unfortunately, all banks carry default risk, though low. That means there 

is a no safe investment! You should, therefore, look for investments with a minimal 

risk.

You may be aware that the Reserve Bank of India has identified SBI, ICICI Bank 

and HDFC Bank as domestic systemically important banks. While these banks may 

reduce your anxiety levels on a default risk, you may not fancy the interest rates they 

offer.

There is an alternative. In the Budget, the government increased insurance cover that 

banks offer on deposits (including savings account) from Rs. 1 lakh to Rs. 5 lakh.

You can, therefore, spread your deposits across banks such that the maturity amount 

of your cumulative deposits does not exceed Rs. 5 lakh in any one bank. Of course, 

it will be cumbersome to monitor deposits across multiple banks.

Reinvestment risk

What about direct investment in government bonds? True, such investments do not 

have default risk, but they expose you to high reinvestment risk. To understand this 

risk, consider a five-year cumulative bank deposit for Rs. 10,000 at 5.5% interest per 

annum. In the first year, you earn Rs. 550 as interest income, which the bank adds 

to your deposit amount.

In the second year, you will earn 5.5% on Rs. 10,550. But if the bank were to credit 

the interest to your savings account, you have to reinvest Rs. 550 at 5.5 per cent 
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every year. Why?

To earn 5.5% compounded return on your initial investment, you should reinvest your 

interest income at 5.5% every year. But you could face problems finding investment 

opportunities every year, especially, if the RBI were to cut interest rates.

So, the risk you run today is that you may be forced to reinvest the yearly interest 

income at a lower rate in the future. This reinvestment risk is very high for government 

bonds because you will receive interest every half year.

It all comes down to trade-offs. Suppose, you want to accumulate money for 7 years, 

you can invest in a recurring (or cumulative) deposit that matures in 7 years. It may 

be difficult to find a government bond with the same maturity.

You could invest in an open-end bond fund and redeem your units after 7 years. 

Suffice it to know such funds cannot provide fixed returns because they offer net 

asset value (NAV)-based returns.

So, if your anxiety levels are high, consider keeping your deposits with the three 

systematically important banks. If your anxiety levels are not-so-high, then consider 

other public sector banks in addition to these three systematically important banks. 

And if you want to get a somewhat higher interest rate, you may have to consider 

private-sector banks.

Remember this: You cannot avoid any risk. It all comes down to what risks you are 

comfortable with — zero default risk, high reinvestment risk (government bonds) or 

low default risk, zero reinvestment risk (recurring and cumulative bank deposits).

Hunting for value
Why do we invest in stocks? Obviously, to compound capital over a longer period at a 

higher rate than inflation, and hence create real wealth. But investing can sometimes 

get to being like driving a Ferrari without fuel!

While investing, an investor can fail to make money under three different scenarios:

Scenario 1 : Stock slides from the purchase price. At an absolute level, the investor 
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makes a loss. For example, if Mr. X bought Stock A at Rs. 100 and after a few years, 

if the stock drops to Rs. 50, he would make an absolute loss of 50%.

Scenario 2 : The stock stagnates at about the purchased level for a long period. 

This is also a losing proposition as there is time value of money and opportunity cost 

attached to it. For example, if Mr. X had bought Stock B at Rs. 100 and after three 

years, the stock is trading at about Rs. 100, then at the absolute level, Mr. X is in the 

no-profit, no-loss zone, but he has incurred the opportunity cost. If the same amount 

had been invested in a fixed-yield (assume at 7% per annum) instrument, it would 

have fetched him about 21% in absolute return for a three-year period.

Scenario 3 : A stock may rise but at a slower rate than the broader index, and 

underperform the benchmark. For example, if Mr. X had bought Stock C at about 

Rs. 100 and it had risen to Rs. 120 in two years; assume that in the same time the 

broader index had gained about 40%. Even though the investor has seen returns, 

it is lower than what the index would have returned. The investor would have been 

better off by investing in the index instead of choosing the particular stock.

In investing, we always want to buy a ‘great’ business and believe that’s good enough 

to make money but if the ‘great’ business doesn’t produce earnings and cash-flow 

growth — which would grow its intrinsic value — then that ‘great’ company is as 

good as a Ferrari without fuel.

Buying a ‘great’ business is the first step in investing and not the last. In the past, many 

‘great’ businesses have failed as investment vehicles due to various reasons:

Reason 1 : The business did not produce growth in operational business. Examples: 

Hero MotoCorp and Siemens India.

Hero MotoCorp is India’s largest two-wheeler manufacturer with a great balance 

sheet. It has a good return on equity (ROE) — five-year average at 33.3% — and a 

stable promoter group but still the stock has delivered about only 3% CAGR return in 

the last 10 years, which is even lower than a bank savings account rate. From FY10 

to FY20, sales growth was 6% and growth in profit after tax (PAT) was a meagre 5% 

CAGR.
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In the case of Siemens India, it is a unit of one of the world’s largest companies 

with high technological capability; the stock’s 10-year CAGR stands at 4.7%. Sales 

growth was about 4% and PAT growth was about 5% in the last 10 years.

Both Hero MotoCorp and Siemens are market leaders in their respective fields 

but have not delivered reasonable returns due to lower velocity in operational 

performance that resulted in lower PAT and a lower intrinsic value growth over 10 

years.

Reason 2 : When investor expectation is high; even though a company may have 

generated higher profit and cash flow, the same did not match the expectation of the 

investors, resulting in shareholders’ wealth destruction. The following two examples 

are cases in point.

Eicher Motors: The company is known for the iconic Royal Enfield brand and also 

has a commercial vehicle portfolio in a joint venture with Volvo of Sweden. Eicher is 

a debt-free company with an average five-year ROE of about 32%. During the last 

five years, the company had delivered a sales growth of 7.5% and PAT growth of 

42%. Still, the stock’s CAGR has been about -2.5% in that period.

The stock has not only underperformed the broader index but underperformed 

even the savings account rate. Even though the company produced good earnings, 

expectations have been high, resulting in a derating in valuation multiples once 

earnings slowed down. This resulted in the price performance in the last five years 

not matching the earnings’ growth. The PE of the stock had dropped from a high of 

83 to 27.

Page Industries: It is a licensee for one of most successful textile brands in India; 

it has a five-year sales CAGR of 19% and a PAT CAGR of 20.3%. The CAGR of the 

stock price has been only about 5.4% in the last five years. The stock was priced for 

perfection and the slightest of slowdowns lowered the stock’s performance vis-a-vis 

earnings growth.

Both Eicher and Page have taught us that it’s not good enough to buy high quality 

businesses with great earnings growth in the medium term, without factoring in 
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what the market has priced in. If the market has fully priced in a ‘good growth’ stock 

by paying higher multiples, your entering the stock at such high multiples can, at 

best, give you normal returns if the company sustains its earnings growth. Any 

disappointment in earnings outlook can lead to a severe derating in valuation as 

seen above.

So, investments made at any price without considering value is outright speculation 

and might not yield desired results.

Search for those Ferraris that are fully tanked up and ready for the ride.

SC warns against AGR dues’ reassessment
The Centre and telcos   assured the Supreme Court that they would not conduct 

any re-assessment or re-calculation of the Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) dues.

A Bench led by Justice Arun Mishra said it would not tolerate “even for a second” 

any attempt to re-assess the AGR dues which now stands at Rs. 1.6 lakh crore. The 

Bench, however, reserved its verdict on the timeline for the staggered payments.

The Bench observed that 15 or 20 years was not a reasonable time period and the 

telcos must come forward with an appropriate time frame. The Centre had earlier 

urged the court that up to 20 years be given to the firms for the payments.

The telcos said they were in no position to give fresh bank guarantees for the 

payments. The October 2019 judgment originally wanted the telcos to make the 

repayment in three months. But the Centre intervened, saying it would dent the 

finances of the sector.

In the last hearing, the court had sought financial details of the firms to see whether 

they could provide any bank guarantee for ensuring the repayment of AGR dues 

without fail over the next 20 years.

‘For now, debt monetisation not on agenda’
Economic Affairs Secretary Tarun Bajaj   said monetisation of debt was not on 
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the Centre’s agenda, while pointing out there were some positive signs in revenue 

collection.

“At this point, monetisation is not on the table at all. It has not been discussed with 

the central bank also,” he said.

He said revenues were rising and the Centre had also realised extra revenue from 

excise on fuels. “Let’s see, I will be in a better position to answer this after 3-4 

months when I have data in hand,” he said at a virtual FICCI conference.

No trading window curbs on OFS: SEBI
SEBI   allowed offer for sale (OFS) and rights entitlement transactions during the 

trading window closure period. Under market norms, listed companies need to use 

a trading window to monitor transactions by designated persons in a bid to prevent 

insider trading. The compliance officer is responsible for closing the trading window, 

in case the designated persons are expected to be in possession of unpublished 

price sensitive information.

SEBI said: “trading window restrictions shall not apply in respect of OFS and RE 

transactions carried out in accordance with the framework specified by the Board 

from time to time.”

Banks’ gross NPAs may climb to as much as 14.7% by March: 
RBI
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)   said stress tests indicated that gross non-

performing assets (GNPA) ratio of scheduled commercial banks (SCBs) could 

worsen to as high as 14.7% by the end of the current financial year, from 8.5% in 

March 2020, if the adverse economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic was ‘very 

severe’.

“The macro stress tests for credit risk indicate that the GNPA ratio of all SCBs may 
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increase... to 12.5% by March 2021 under the baseline scenario,” the RBI said in its 

Financial Stability Report, July 2020. “The ratio may escalate to 14.7% under a very 

severely stressed scenario,” which assumes hypothetically that GDP would suffer 

a contraction of 8.9% in 2020-21, the central bank added. In the baseline case, the 

GDP is assumed to contract 4.4%.

Observing that the capital to risk-weighted assets ratio (CRAR) of SCBs edged down 

to 14.8% in March, from 15% in September 2019, the RBI projected that this ratio 

could slide to “13.3% in March 2021 under the baseline scenario and to 11.8% under 

the very severe stress scenario”.

Bank credit which had considerably weakened during the first half of 2019-20, slid 

down further to 5.9% by March 2020 and remained muted up to early June 2020. 

This moderation was broad-based across all bank groups, the central bank said.

In terms of inter-sectoral exposures, asset management companies/mutual funds, 

followed by insurance companies, were the biggest fund providers in the system, 

while non-banking financial companies (NBFCs) were the biggest receivers, followed 

by housing finance companies (HFCs).

Financial system ‘stable’

On the assessment of systemic risk, the RBI said in its report that the Indian financial 

system remained stable, notwithstanding the significant downside risks to economic 

prospects.

The central bank said the near-term economic prospects appear severely impacted 

by lockdown induced disruptions to supply and demand side factors, diminished 

consumer confidence and risk aversion.

“Full restoration in economic activity would be contingent upon the support for robust 

health infrastructure, recovery in demand conditions and fixing of supply dislocations,” 

the central bank observed.
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RBI signs $400 mn currency swap facility for Sri Lanka
The Reserve Bank of India has agreed to a $400 million currency swap facility for 

Sri Lanka till November 2022, the Indian High Commission tweeted.

The Central Bank of Sri Lanka had sought the swap facility to help bolster the 

pandemic hit island nation’s foreign exchange reserves. The RBI’s action comes 

in the wake of a recent bilateral ‘technical discussion’ on rescheduling Colombo’s 

outstanding debt to India.

The meeting, in which officials from the Ministry of External Affairs, Ministry of 

Finance, and the EXIM Bank interacted with representatives of the Sri Lankan 

government, came five months after Sri Lankan Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa 

had sought a loan moratorium, during his visit to New Delhi in February.

Following the outbreak of COVID-19 in the region, India had proposed a virtual 

meeting to discuss the request. Sri Lanka owes $960 million to India.

Meanwhile, government and industry representatives from both countries participated 

in a webinar on ‘Deepening Economic Collaboration between India and Sri Lanka’, 

organised by the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) 

in association with the Lakshman Kadirgamar Institute of International Relations 

and Strategic Studies recently.

Addressing the webinar, Sri Lanka’s Foreign Secretary Ravinatha Aryasinha said 

the neighbours could explore possible collaborations in textiles, IT and agribusiness, 

sectors that India was ‘strong in’.

Assuring that Sri Lanka would “facilitate, protect and promote a liberal ecosystem for 

Indian investors”, he welcomed Indian businesses in developing industrial zones, 

automotive components, pharma, textiles and engineering.

Speaking on Sri Lanka’s exports, he said difficulties in market access, often created 

due to non-tariff barriers in receiving countries, was an impediment, and urged FICCI 

to collaborate with the Sri Lankan Mission in New Delhi to help boost the export of 

Sri Lankan spices and concentrates to the Indian market.
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More cover against misfortune
Choosing the right insurance plan is one of the most crucial decisions one needs 

to make in life. You must take time and explore well before buying a term life policy 

and a health insurance plan as it is very important to opt for the right coverage. At 

the same time, it is equally important to know about the optional riders or add-ons 

that make the policy much more comprehensive.

The prime purpose of choosing a rider or add-on along with your term and health 

policy is to enhance the protection provided by the insurer and provide a cover 

against a specific risk. The right choice of add-ons and riders can significantly help 

you and your family at the time of making a claim.

Based on specific requirements of policyholders, insurers give the option of 

customising policies with add-ons and riders. They are basically like accessories 

that can be attached to the main insurance cover to enhance its overall value and 

functionality. They are bought along with the basic policy.

Health add-ons: OPD cover

In India, out-of-pocket healthcare expenses account for more than 62% of total 

medical expenses. Considering this, it is very important to have an OPD cover rider 

in the health insurance policy as it takes care of the outpatient department (OPD) 

expenses of the insured. Some major expenses covered under this head include 

pharmacy bills and consultations.

Hospital cash benefit

Under the rider, the insured receives a fixed cash benefit in the event of hospitalisation. 

Regardless of the healthcare expenses borne by you, the hospital cash benefit rider 

helps you with a daily cash benefit. For instance, assume you have a rider that pays 

Rs. 1,000 per day in case of hospitalisation.

Now, whether your per day hospitalisation bill amounts to Rs. 1,000 or Rs. 2,000, 

the rider will pay you for the pre-decided figure, i.e. Rs. 1,000. If the hospitalisation 

entails admission into an intensive care unit (ICU), the insured is eligible for twice 

the daily cash benefit. Moreover, the insured is even eligible for a lump sum benefit 
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in case of an extended surgery for any specific medical condition.

Cancer care plan

It is important to have a disease-specific rider added to your health insurance such 

as a cancer care plan that provides a cover beyond in-patient hospitalisation. The 

total cost of treatment in India may cross Rs. 15 lakh in some cases.

Such plans provide an immediate lump sum amount irrespective of the expenses 

incurred on the actual medical treatment.

As per policy terms, 50% of the total sum insured is paid during the early stage of the 

disease along with an additional payout of 100% during major/advanced stage. The 

plan demands a survival period of seven days.

Term riders: Critical illness

Some major critical illnesses such as cancer and kidney failure can surely wipe out 

a person’s finances if there is no adequate cover in place. For all such situations, it 

is best to have a term plan with a critical illness (CI) benefit as a rider. Under the CI 

rider, on diagnosis of a particular critical illness, the policyholder is provided with a 

lump sum benefit up to the entire sum assured.

Waiver of premium rider

This rider keeps the term insurance plan active even if the policyholder is not able to 

pay the premium due to an unexpected event such as partial or complete disability 

of the policyholder due to an accident.

The rider waives the premium, but the policy remains active until the end of tenure 

and it reduces your financial worry of paying future premiums.

The policy is best suited to those with a risky lifestyle.

Accidental death rider

In India, over 1.5 lakh people die each year in road accidents. These numbers are 

higher than in most developed auto markets across the globe, including the U.S.

However, roads are just another example of sites at which accidents often happen; 

construction sites, homes, and other potentially safer places witness accidental 

deaths, as well. Under this rider, the nominee is given an additional sum assured 
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when the policyholder dies due to an accident. The sum assured provided to the 

policyholder is different from the death benefit.

For instance, assume someone bought a term plan with Rs. 1 crore sum assured 

along with an additional accidental death benefit rider of Rs. 20 lakh. In case the 

policyholder dies due to an accident, dependents will receive Rs. 1 crore sum assured 

from the term plan and Rs. 20 lakh from the accidental rider death benefit taking the 

total amount to Rs. 1.2 crore.

Fixed deposits offer cash flow stability
The fortunate among us have the same income as last year. The less fortunate have 

either seen a significant decline in income or a job loss.

Adding to the woes are the current interest rate levels. Most banks offer interest rates 

between 5.5% and 6%. The consumer price inflation for June 2020 was just over 6%. 

Even if inflation were to come down in the near term, fixed deposits do not seem to 

offer decent returns. What should you do?

Uncertainty factor

When your income is stable, you are saving for the future to achieve goals such as 

buying a house or going on a vacation. But, when your income is uncertain, you may 

have to depend on your existing investments to support your living expenses. You 

have uncertain income if you have lost or run the risk of losing a significant portion of 

your current income.

All of us have an uncertainty threshold when it comes to taking decisions. This 

threshold is driven by our income levels, current wealth, intermediate goals and age. 

If your income is uncertain, you will be reluctant to take on investment risk. So, it is 

natural for you to turn to bank fixed deposits. Yet, bank deposits do not seem to offer 

attractive returns. What should you do?

Unfortunately, your investment choices may be limited. Equity is too volatile to fit into 

your investment portfolio. Real estate is a lumpy investment and illiquid too. Gold 
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may seem pricey at the current levels. That leaves you with no choice but to look at 

bank deposits.

Cash flow stabiliser

You may have accumulated savings over the years. You are now forced to depend 

on these savings, although temporarily, to support your monthly expenses. You 

have two choices — either consume some amount of your investment each month 

or consume only the income from the investment. Clearly, the latter seems to be a 

better choice because your capital is preserved.

That narrows your choice to monthly income bank deposits. These are deposits that 

pay you monthly interest instead of an annual interest.

Typically, these deposits are meant for retirees who are looking to substitute active 

(salary) income with passive (investment) income.

Now, given the low interest rates, why should you still invest in bank deposits? You 

have two sources of cash flows. One is your income, and the other, your investments. 

Your income is currently uncertain. So, your investment should provide stability to 

balance your total cash flows. Deposits offer stable cash flows. So, the low interest 

rate you earn is a trade-off for the stability deposits provide for your financial well-

being.

Conclusion

You may have significant equity investments. The high volatility in equity can be 

balanced by bank deposits, which is a stable-income asset.

So, whether your income levels are uncertain or not, you may have to invest in bank 

deposits. If low interest rate levels are here to stay for a while (if not for long), it is 

time you look at bank deposits as a stabiliser for your otherwise volatile cash flows 

or for your portfolio that is heavily invested in equity. The alternative is to keep the 

money at home or in savings account, both of which are less attractive than bank 

deposits.

Banks understand this well. Perhaps, that explains why they did not waste time 

before cutting interest rates when RBI lowered repo rate from 5.15% this February 
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to 4.4% in March and then to 4% in May.

Free from vagaries of inflows and outflows
What are closed-end funds?

Closed-end funds are those in which investors can buy units via the New Fund Offer 

by a fund house. No fresh units are available once the offer closes.

How are they different from open-end funds?

Units in open-end funds can be bought directly from the fund house on an ongoing 

basis.

What is the stated USP of closed-end funds?

Closed-end funds are propositioned as being ideal for those with a long-term 

investment horizon. Since purchase of units happens via a New Fund Offer, 

investments in the form of systematic investment plans will not be possible.

What if I need to liquidate my holdings?

You won’t be able to sell the units you hold, back to the fund house in a closed-

end fund. But these are listed and traded on stock exchanges, much like shares 

and exchange-traded funds. You will be able to sell units to other investors on the 

exchange. The value you realise will not only depend on the fund’s performance, but 

also on the demand for those units. Total expense ratios (TER) are higher for closed-

end funds. Recently, the regulator placed a cap on TERs for closed-end funds.

What benefits do such funds claim to offer?

Fund houses promote closed-end funds as not being subject to the vagaries of 

inflows and outflows that you could see in open-end funds. In the latter, investors 

can sell units back to the fund house.

If panic sentiment triggers redemption by a large number of investors in an open-

end fund, the fund manager may be forced to sell assets at prices lower than might 

have been realised had the panic not set in. The value of the units may hence drop 

precipitously, leading to quick erosion of wealth for all investors.
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Closed-end funds do not face such a problem as investments stay locked till maturity. 

This ostensibly allows fund managers the freedom to stay invested in, or choose 

assets they consider would give long-term returns.

‘Rural lending reviving, agri gives hope’
There are early signs of a V-shaped recovery in the economy in the immediate 

aftermath of the lockdown, driven mostly by agriculture and rural lending, as well as 

positive trends in FMCG, pharma and even construction, says the Confederation of 

Indian Industries.

However, the uncertainty of mini lockdowns and unnecessarily wide containment 

zones continue to affect business operations, the industry group said.

“In order to nurture the nascent signs of recovery, it is important to mitigate the 

uncertainties that are currently prevailing regarding restrictions. Corporates are 

unable to plan beyond a horizon of a few weeks, affecting all operations,” said CII 

Director General Chandrajit Banerjee.

Given that it was not possible to predict the course of the pandemic, he recommended 

a dashboard approach, where the progression of infections would trigger predictable 

responses in a way that would reduce uncertainty and boost consumer and industry 

confidence.

‘Allow business to go on’

Containment zones need to be limited to micro areas to ensure that supply chains 

function seamlessly; and business activities must be allowed to function by removing 

the uncertainty associated with imposing mini lockdowns, he added.

These policy measures were needed to build on the encouraging signs showing 

improvement in the economy this month, in comparison to the multi-year lows seen 

in April, said CII.

List of positives

Its dashboard of positive indicators include GST collections, railway freight traffic, 
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petrol consumption, peak power demand and electronic toll collections, as well as 

expectations of a bumper harvest in the wake of a normal monsoon.

Terming the agriculture sector a “beacon of hope”, CII noted that rural lending by 

non-banking financial companies (NBFCs) is at about 80% of the usual levels. 

Stressed sectors include aviation, hotels and commercial vehicles, which show no 

signs of recovery yet. However, the information technology and health sectors are 

likely to hold steady even if they do not show much growth.

An increase in people eating at home and a greater demand for sanitation and 

hygiene products is likely to drive 15-20% growth in the FMCG sector. With most 

construction sites resuming operations, CII is predicting a bounce back in the sector 

which employs the largest number of people outside farming. 

The representative body added that commercial real estate is holding up on lease 

renewals, though new leases are not being signed.

Govt. notifies 100% FDI in Air India for NRIs
In a move that is likely to have an impact on the sale of the national carrier, the 

government has notified amendments to Foreign Exchange Management rules and 

allowed NRIs 100% foreign direct investment (FDI) in Air India.

The gazette notification follows a Cabinet nod for the same in March this year.

The amendment removes the exception which permitted Overseas Citizens of India 

100% FDI in air transport, but not Air India. This category of citizens has been 

replaced with NRIs, now allowed to commit 100% FDI in air transport, including Air 

India, through automatic route.

“Foreign investments in m/s Air India Limited, including that of foreign airlines 

shall not exceed 49% either directly or indirectly except in case of those NRIs, 

who are Indian nationals, where foreign investments is permitted up to 100% under 

automatic route,” according to the notification on the third amendment to FEMA 

(non-debt instruments) Rules, 2020.
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UN rights chief slams virus response in China, Russia, U.S.
The UN rights chief   said COVID-19 was being instrumentalised to silence free 

speech, citing China and Russia, while voicing alarm at statements in the U.S. that 

“deny the reality” of the virus.

UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet pointed to Russia, 

China, Kosovo, Nicaragua among others, where “threats and intimidation against 

journalists, bloggers and civic activists, particularly at the local level, (were being 

used) with the apparent aim of discouraging criticism of the authorities’ responses 

to COVID-19”.

Ms. Bachelet also voiced concern about “severe restrictions on freedoms of 

expression” in Egypt and “excessive and arbitrary enforcement” of pandemic 

response measures in El Salvador.

“Censorship and criminalisation of speech are likely to suppress crucial information 

needed to address the pandemic,” she told the 44th session of the UNHRC.

The former Chilean president said it was vital for leaders to maintain “consistent, 

credible and fact-based communication” with citizens, praising South Korea’s “open” 

approach to its pandemic response.

“In contrast, in Belarus, Brazil, Burundi, Nicaragua, Tanzania and the U.S. — among 

others — I am concerned that statements that deny the reality of viral contagion, and 

increasing polarisation on key issues, may intensify the severity of the pandemic by 

undermining efforts to curb its spread,” she said.

Russians set to back reforms
Russians are set to approve constitutional reforms   denounced by critics as a 

manoeuvre to allow President Vladimir Putin to stay in the Kremlin for life.

The changes were passed weeks ago by Russia’s Parliament and copies of the 

new constitution are already on sale in bookshops, but Putin says a nationwide vote 

ending Wednesday is essential to give them legitimacy.
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The reforms include conservative and populist measures — like guaranteed minimum 

pensions and an effective ban on gay marriage — but crucially for Mr. Putin will also 

reset presidential term limits allowing him to potentially remain in power until 2036.

The Kremlin pulled out all the stops to encourage turnout, with polls extended 

over nearly a week, the last day of voting declared a national holiday and prizes 

— including apartments and cars — on offer to voters.

Initially planned for April 22, the referendum was postponed by the COVID-19 

pandemic but rescheduled after Mr. Putin said the epidemic had peaked and officials 

began reporting lower numbers of new cases.

There is little doubt the reforms will be approved, with a state-run exit poll of more 

than 1,63,000 voters this week showing 76% in favour.

Russia’s election commission said early   that after six days of voting turnout was at 

more than 55%. Results were expected after the last polling stations closed at 1800 

GMT.

Mr. Putin said the changes are needed to ensure stability and cement Russian 

values in the face of pernicious Western influences.

Critics say the reforms are a cover for Mr. Putin to extend his rule after 20 years in 

power as either President or PM. Chief opposition campaigner Alexei Navalny said 

Putin, 67, wants to make himself “president for life” and has called for a boycott. But 

the opposition has failed to mount a serious “no” campaign.

EU asks Russia to probe vote ‘irregularities’
The European Union   called on Russia to probe reports of irregularities during a 

nationwide vote to approve constitutional changes allowing President Vladimir Putin 

to potentially extend his rule until 2036.

“We are aware of reports and allegations of irregularities during the vote, including 

voter coercion, double voting, violation of secrecy of the vote, and allegations of 

police violence against a journalist who was present to observe,” said EU spokesman 
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Peter Stano. “We expect these reports to be duly investigated because these are 

serious allegations,” Mr. Stano said.

The EU also criticised an amendment of the reform that gave Russian law primacy 

over its international commitments.

China opposes U.K.’s citizenship offer
China warned Britain   it could retaliate with “corresponding measures” for London’s 

decision to extend a broader path to citizenship for the residents of Hong Kong.

Britain’s offer came in response to a sweeping new security law that China unveiled 

for the former British territory this week.

Hong Kong was under U.K. jurisdiction until it was handed over to China in 1997 with 

a guarantee that Beijing would preserve the city’s judicial and legislative autonomy 

for 50 years.

The Chinese Embassy in London stressed that “all Chinese compatriots residing in 

Hong Kong are Chinese nationals”.

‘Breach of basic norms’

The British plan covers almost three million Hong Kongers who either have British 

National Overseas (BNO) passports or are eligible to apply for one.

The Embassy said these people were Chinese nationals as well. “If the British side 

makes unilateral changes to the relevant practice, it will breach its own position 

and pledges as well as international law and basic norms governing international 

relations,” it said in a statement.

“We oppose this and reserve the right to take corresponding measures,” it said.

Beijing has never publicly raised the possibility of offering Britons either Chinese 

citizenship or broader residence rights.

Britain had sought closer relations with China after ending its decades-long 

membership in the European Union this year.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s government also irritated the U.S in January by 
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allowing private Chinese company Huawei to unroll Britain’s speedy new data 

network. But Britain is now studying ways to cut Huawei out of its system entirely 

and build up an alliance of European and Asian providers that reduces China’s 

dominance in the field.

EU clears use of remdesivir to fight virus
The European Commission, the bloc’s executive arm,   authorised the use of anti-

viral drug remdesivir to treat COVID-19. “Today’s authorisation of a first medicine to 

treat COVID-19 is an important step forward in the fight against this virus,” said EU 

Health Commissioner Stella Kyriakides. At least two major U.S. studies have shown 

that remdesivir can reduce the duration of hospital stays for COVID-19 patients.

F-1 visa students cannot take all classes online: U.S.
Foreign students in the U.S., including thousands of Indians, are left facing the 

possibility of falling out of valid immigration status following a Department of 

Homeland Security rule about attending online classes. Indian officials raised the 

issue with their U.S. counterparts   during virtual Foreign Office Consultations, as per 

a Ministry of External Affairs press statement.

The U.S. rule, announced by Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), an 

agency within the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), says those F-1 and M-

1 (non-academic and vocational students) visa holders planning to take only online 

classes in the fall (autumn) will not be allowed to remain in the U.S. Due to COVID-

19, a number of universities are planning to shift all their classes online for the fall 

semester which normally starts in September.

  evening (India time), Indian and U.S. officials led by Foreign Secretary Harsh 

Shringla and U.S. Under Secretary of State David Hale “discussed ways to further 

enhance mutually beneficial trade and people-to-people ties, including through visa 
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facilitation for students and professionals,” the MEA statement said.

Awaiting guidelines

A source told The Hindu that the American officials are “still awaiting implementation 

guidelines from the DHS, and that they will keep the best interests of the students in 

mind”. However, the State Department’s readout of Tuesday’s meeting did not make 

any reference to the student visa issue.

With at least 200,000 Indian students in the U.S, the country is the second largest 

source of foreign students, China being the first. The U.S. announcement comes 

weeks after U.S. President Donald Trump suspended H1-B highly skilled worker 

visas through the end of the year. Most of these visas go to Indian citizens each 

year.

“Nonimmigrant F-1 and M-1 students attending schools operating entirely online 

may not take a full online course load and remain in the U.S.,” the ICE statement 

said.

Those whose colleges and universities were moving to an online only model would 

therefore have to leave the country or find another way to stay in status.

“Active students currently in the United States enrolled in such programs must 

depart the country or take other measures, such as transferring to a school with 

in-person instruction to remain in lawful status. If not, they may face immigration 

consequences including, but not limited to, the initiation of removal proceedings,” 

the ICE said.

This difficult situation for students is exacerbated by the unprecedented disruption 

to international travel.

“They can try to switch to visitor status if they cannot get onto a flight, but that is not 

a great solution as visitor status is short term and there is no guarantee that it will be 

approved,” Cyrus Mehta, an immigration attorney, told The Hindu .

A temporary exemption for the spring and summer semesters, allowing foreign 

students to take more online classes than the rules normally permit, would not be 

extended to the fall semester. Normally F-1 students are allowed to take one class 
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or three credit hours online.

“While the justification of the administration is that they are doing this to comply with 

a regulation that does not allow students in F-1 status to be in online classes, they 

can easily amend the regulation during this unprecedented pandemic,” Mr. Mehta 

said.

The president of Harvard University, Lawrence Bacow, criticised the ICE’s 

announcement and its “one-size-fits-all approach to a complex problem”, as per 

the Harvard Crimson. Harvard had announced that it would allow only 40% of its 

students on campus in the fall.

Harvard, MIT sue U.S. govt. over directive on student visas
Harvard University and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) said   that 

they had filed a lawsuit against the Donald Trump administration over a directive that 

would strip foreign students of their visas if their coursework was entirely online.

The White House measure, announced, was seen as an effort to pressure universities 

into reopening and abandoning the cautious approaches that many have announced 

they would adopt to reduce transmission of the virus.

“The order came down without notice — its cruelty surpassed only by its 

recklessness,” Harvard’s president Lawrence S. Bacow said in a message to the 

university community. “It appears that it was designed purposefully to place pressure 

on colleges and universities to open their on-campus classrooms for in-person 

instruction this fall, without regard to concerns for the health and safety of students, 

instructors, and others.”

Less number of students

The directive’s effect may be to dramatically reduce the number of international 

students enrolling in the fall. Together with delays in processing visas as a result of the 

pandemic, immigrant advocates say the new rules, which must still be finalised this 

month, might discourage many overseas students from attending U.S. universities, 
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where they often pay full tuition. Such changes could put foreign students’ visas, known 

as F-1 visas, at risk under the new rules. International students whose universities 

are not planning in-person classes — which is currently the case at schools including 

Harvard and the University of Southern California — would be required to return to 

their home countries if they are already in the United States.

Those overseas would not be granted permission to enter the country to take online 

coursework here.

Ken Cuccinelli, the acting Deputy Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security, 

said in an interview to CNN that the administration was providing more flexibility 

for international students than in the past, when they could take only one online 

course to qualify for visas. Now they can take more, as long as at least some of their 

instruction is in person.NY Times

WHO sets up panel to probe its virus response
The World Health Organization, which faced fierce U.S. criticism over its handling of 

the coronavirus crisis, launched an independent panel   to review its response to the 

pandemic.

The Independent panel for Pandemic Preparedness and Response will be headed 

by former New Zealand Prime Minister Helen Clark and former Liberian president 

Ellen Johnson Sirleaf.

“Through you, the world will understand the truth of what happened and also the 

solutions to build our future better as one humanity,” World Health Organization chief 

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said at the UN agency’s headquarters in Geneva.

At their annual assembly in May, WHO member states agreed to an independent 

probe into the UN agency’s coronavirus response, following repeated U.S. attacks.

U.S. President Donald Trump had accused the WHO of botching its handling of the 

pandemic and of being a “puppet of China”.

The resolution, tabled by the European Union, called for an “impartial, independent 
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and comprehensive evaluation”.

It said the investigation should probe “the actions of WHO and their time-lines 

pertaining to the COVID-19 pandemic”.

U.S. withdrawal

The United States   formally started its withdrawal from the WHO, making good on 

Trump’s threats to deprive the UN body of its top donor over its management of the 

pandemic.

Public health advocates and Mr. Trump’s political opponents voiced outrage at the 

move.

Mr. Tedros hit out at divisions in the international community and warned of severe 

consequences if this were not rectified.

“Make no mistake: the greatest threat we face now is not the virus itself — rather, its 

the the lack of leadership and solidarity at the global and national levels,” he said.

“We cannot defeat this pandemic as a divided world. The virus thrives on division but 

is thwarted when we unite.”

The novel coronavirus has killed at least 5,49,701 people since the outbreak emerged 

in China last December, according to an AFP tally  .

Over 12 million cases

At least 12,066,880 cases of COVID-19 have been registered in 196 countries and 

territories. Of these, at least 6,431,400 are now considered recovered.

“How is it difficult for humans to unite to fight a common enemy that’s killing people 

indiscriminately? Mr. Tedros said.

“Together is the solution, unless we want to give the advantage the enemy, to the 

virus that has taken the world hostage -- and this has to stop.”

The WHO’s response to the 2014 Ebola crisis was widely criticised. The pandemic 

killed some 11,000 people mostly in the West African countries of Guinea, Liberia 

and Sierra Leone.

Mr. Tedros said it was time for honest reflection, and stressed it was important to 

remain vigilant.
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“We’re in the midst of this battle. The battle of our lives, and we have to do better, 

not just now but for the future. Because these threats will never stop and, in all 

likelihood, they will get worse,” he said.

The panel will stage one mission briefing per month to give updates, while it will present 

an interim report to the next World Health Assembly gathering in November.

Nobel Peace Prize winner Ms. Sirleaf said: “I look forward to doing all we can to 

respond to these challenges that have prevented us from being united in moving 

forward, not only to address the effects of COVID-19 but to ensure a better health 

system for all nations of the world.”

Clark added: “This assignment could only be described as exceptionally 

challenging.”

France asks Israel to drop West Bank annexation plans
Emmanuel Macron asked Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to refrain from 

annexing Palestinian territory in the West Bank and elsewhere during a telephone 

call between the two leaders, the French President’s office said  .

Mr. Macron “emphasised that such a move would contravene international law and 

jeopardise the possibility of a two-state solution as the basis of a fair and lasting 

peace between Israelis and Palestinians”, his office said in a statement after the 

call  .

It was the latest move by European leaders pressing Mr. Netanyahu to drop plans to 

annex Jewish settlements in the West Bank and the strategic Jordan Valley.

The controversial move was endorsed in a Middle East plan unveiled by U.S. 

President Donald Trump in January.

Israel’s government had set July 1 as the date when it could begin taking over the 

Palestinian areas, where the population of Israeli settlers has grown since the 1967 

Six-Day War.

The Foreign Ministries of France and Germany, along with those of Egypt and 
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Jordan — the only Arab states to have peace deals with Israel — warned this week 

that any annexation could have “consequences” for relations.

But Mr. Macron told Mr. Netanyahu that France remained committed to Israel’s 

security and “expressed his attachment to the friendship and confidence that links 

France and Israel”, his office said.

WHO calls for ‘aggressive action’ and ‘global solidarity’
The World Health Organization (WHO) has urged countries grappling with COVID-

19 to step up control measures, saying it is still possible to rein it in, as some nations 

clamp fresh restrictions on citizens.

With case numbers worldwide more than doubling in the past six weeks, Uzbekistan   

returned to lockdown and Hong Kong said schools would close from Monday 

after the city recorded “exponential growth” in locally transmitted infections. WHO 

chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus called on countries to adopt an aggressive 

approach, highlighting Italy, Spain, South Korea and India’s biggest slum to show it 

was possible to stop the spread, no matter how bad the outbreak.

The health agency’s comments came as U.S. President Donald Trump was forced 

to cancel an election rally in New Hampshire, citing an approaching storm.

Mr. Trump has pushed to hold large gatherings against health advice as 

epidemiologists warn of the dangers posed by the virus moving through the air in 

crowded and confined spaces.

Trump hits out at China

On a visit to Florida  , Mr. Trump hit out at Beijing over the pandemic. “(The) 

relationship with China has been severely damaged. They could have stopped the 

plague.. They didn’t stop it,” he told reporters.

The virus has killed at least 5,56,140 people worldwide since it emerged in China 

last December. More than 12.3 million cases have been registered in 196 countries 

and territories, triggering massive economic damage.
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The U.S., the country worst hit by the illness, reported almost 64,000 new cases   

and the death toll now stands at just under 1,34,000, according to Johns Hopkins 

University. Brazil, the second-hardest hit, surpassed 70,000 deaths and reported 

45,000 new infections, the Health Ministry said.

“Across all walks of life, we are all being tested to the limit,” the WHO’s Mr. Tedros 

told a virtual news conference in Geneva. “From countries where there is exponential 

growth, to places that are loosening restrictions and now starting to see cases rise. 

Only aggressive action combined with national unity and global solidarity can turn 

this pandemic around,” he said.

In Australia, meanwhile, authorities said they would slash by half the number of 

people allowed to return from overseas. From Monday, only 4,000 Australian citizen 

will be permitted to enter each day.

Trump working on new immigration Bill: officials
U.S. President Donald Trump is working on an executive order to establish a merit-

based immigration system, the White House has said.

The White House statement came soon after Mr. Trump, in an interview with 

Telemundo News channel, said he is working on an executive order on immigration 

that will include a “road to citizenship” for recipients of the Deferred Action for 

Childhood Arrivals (DACA) programme.

Responding to a question, Mr. Trump said his action on the DACA is going to be part 

of a much bigger Bill on immigration. “It’s going to be a very big Bill, a very good Bill, 

and a merit-based Bill and it will include DACA, and I think people are going to be 

very happy,” he said.

“As the President announced today, he is working on an executive order to establish 

a merit-based immigration system to further protect U.S. workers,” the White House 

said in a statement.

During the interview, Mr. Trump alleged that the Opposition broke the deal with him 
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on the DACA. Mr. Trump said the recent Supreme Court ruling gave the President 

tremendous powers when they said that “you could take in, in this case, 7,00,000 

or so people.”

“Based on the powers that they [Supreme Court] gave, I am going to be doing an 

immigration Bill. One of the aspects of the Bill that you will be very happy with will 

be the DACA. It will give them a road to citizenship,” said Mr. Trump.

China hits U.S. lawmakers, envoy with sanctions over 
Xinjiang
China   slapped retaliatory sanctions on three senior Republican lawmakers and a 

U.S. envoy in a deepening row over Beijing’s treatment of Uighurs in the western 

Xinjiang region.

Some of the most outspoken critics of China — Senators Marco Rubio and Ted Cruz 

along with Congressman Chris Smith — were targeted by the action, as well as the 

U.S. Ambassador-at-Large for international religious freedom, Sam Brownback.

The unspecified “corresponding sanctions” were announced days after the U.S. 

imposed visa bans and asset freezes on several Chinese officials, including the 

Communist Party chief in Xinjiang, Chen Quanguo, over rights abuses in the 

region.

‘Wrong actions’

The move was “in response to the U.S.’s wrong actions”, Foreign Ministry 

spokeswoman Hua Chunying said at a regular briefing.

“We urge the U.S. to immediately withdraw its wrong decision, and stop any words 

and actions that interfere in China’s internal affairs and harm China’s interests,” 

she said. “China will make a further response depending on the development of 

the situation.”

Sanctions will also be applied on the U.S. Congressional-Executive Commission 

on China, an agency that monitors human rights in the Asian country.
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The two countries have traded barbs and sanctions on a slew of issues since 

President Donald Trump took office, from trade to more recent spats over the 

coronavirus pandemic, a security law in Hong Kong, and Chinese policies in the far 

west regions of Tibet and Xinjiang.

‘Horrific’ abuses

Witnesses and human rights groups say that China has rounded up more than one 

million Uighurs and other Turkic Muslims in Xinjiang in a vast brainwashing campaign 

aimed at forcibly homogenising minorities into the country’s Han majority.

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said last week the United States was acting against 

“horrific and systematic abuses” in the western region including forced labour, mass 

detention and involuntary population control. China rejects the accusations, but 

it has acknowledged sending Uighurs to “vocational education centres” to learn 

Mandarin and job skills in a bid to steer them away from terrorism and separatism 

following a spate of deadly violence in the fractious region.

“I have to point out that Xinjiang affairs are purely China’s internal affairs. The U.S. 

has no right or basis to interfere,” Ms. Hua said  .

China is “unwavering in its determination to fight against forces of violence and 

terrorism, forces of separatism, and that of religious extremism,” the Foreign Ministry 

spokeswoman said.

“Its determination to oppose any external forces’ interference in Xinjiang affairs and 

China’s internal affairs is unwavering as well.”

U.S. govt. rescinds restrictive rule on international students
The U.S. government has rescinded its policy that foreign (F-1 and M-1 visa 

categories) student staking all their courses online would have to depart the country. 

This order, issued on July 6 by the Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), 

encountered strong opposition from voices in academia, industry and politics after 

it left many of the more than 1 million foreign students in the U.S in a precarious 
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situation. It is, however, unclear what the status of students waiting abroad is and 

whether they will get visas in time for the fall semester given the U.S. missions 

abroad are not functioning at full capacity.

The government’s decision was announced by judge Allison Burroughs during a 

brief hearing in a U.S. District Court in Massachusetts, where MIT and Harvard had 

brought a lawsuit against the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and the ICE. 

The lawsuit asked for the government’s policy, announced by the ICE on July 6, to 

be “set aside.”

Amicus brief

Tech companies and industry associations, including Google, Facebook and Twitter 

as well as the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, filed an amicus brief in support of 

the Harvard-MIT lawsuit, citing, “significant harm” to U.S. businesses from the 

administration’s policies. The Optional Practical Training (OPT) and Curricular 

Practical Training (CPT) programmes were cited as important recruitment avenues 

for American businesses. Separately,  , Massachusetts Attorney-General Maura 

Healey announced a lawsuit against the DHS and the ICE on behalf of 17 States 

and the District of Columbia against the same policy. A number of other universities 

had also filed suit in federal court.

MIT President L. Rafael Reif told the MIT community that the government’s decision 

to walk back the policy brought “enormous relief.”

“This case also made clear that real lives are at stake in these “bureaucratic” matters, 

with the potential for real harm. We need to approach policy making, especially 

now, with more humanity, more decency — not less,” he said.

In March last, the Trump administration permitted international students to take 

online classes during the pandemic. This special policy for the spring and summer 

semesters was to be dropped for the fall semester, as per the July 6 announcement. 

The ICE had also required schools to tell the federal government by July 15 whether 

they planned to offer only online courses for the fall semester. They were also 

required to certify by August 4, for each international student, that he or she would 
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have a course-load that was either in-person or “hybrid” (part online and part in-

person) so the student could maintain visa status.

Distress to students

Stories of distressed students from a wide range of nationalities across the globe 

emerged after the July 6 rule was announced. For some, it meant having to go back 

to unsafe countries. Others were faced with the prospect of being separated from 

their families if they were already in the U.S., or having to work during the night for 

months at a stretch if having to take classes online from abroad.

A number of U.S. lawmakers had written to the administration since July 6, asking it 

to rescind the order. The issue of foreign visas had been raised by India last week 

at virtual Foreign Office Consultations led by Foreign Secretary Harsh Shringla and 

U.S. Undersecretary of State David Hale. There are some2,00,000 Indian students 

in the U.S.

Tuesday’s court announcement will likely bring a great measure of relief for many 

international students.

“The Administration surrendered pretty quickly after the higher education community 

and allies mobilised and resisted through litigation,” Greg Siskind, an immigration 

lawyer, told The Hindu via email. However, it is unclear whether new F-1 visas will 

be issued to those not yet enrolled in educational programmes.

“There is still uncertainty for new students who may still end up stuck abroad if 

their schools remain online. That group was not covered under the March 2020 

guidance and we knew that was a problem for them,” Mr. Siskind said. “Perhaps 

the administration will decide it’s easier to treat all the students the same and walk 

away from this unpopular, counterproductive policy.”

There is also another logistical issue: even if the law permits a new F-1 visa for 

those outside the U.S., American Consulates and Embassies around the world may 

not be able to cater to demand due to staffing shortages. Routine visa services 

were suspended in March last with embassies providing only mission-critical visa 

services.
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“The resumption of routine visa services will occur on a post-by-post basis,” a State 

Department spokesperson told The Hindu  . “As post-specific conditions improve, 

our missions will begin providing additional services, culminating eventually in a 

complete resumption of routine visa service.” However, the State Department was 

not able to commit to specific dates on which processing of specific visa categories 

would resume.

‘Pacific a pivot for ties with Moscow’
India wants Russia to be more involved in the Indo-Pacific and Moscow should look 

to its own interests in the region and that will create a mutual basis for cooperation 

and dialogue, said Indian envoy to Russia D.B. Venkatesh Varma   while referring 

to Indian and Russian investments in Vietnam’s oil and gas sector as one of the 

areas of cooperation.

“We see Russia as a very important Pacific power... Just like Russia has an interest 

in the Indian Ocean, we have an interest in the Pacific Ocean. I think the connectivity 

that we are looking at, we are looking at Indo-Pacific as a geographic continuum for 

cooperation and for certain principles that we want this region to be free and fair for 

everyone,” Mr. Varma said in response to a question from The Hindu .

He was speaking at a webinar, jointly organised by the Russian International Affairs 

Council and the Indian Council of World Affairs.

Referring to Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov’s statements on Indo-Pacific 

on several occasions that Russia does not want to create new divisions especially 

with respect to containment of China, Mr. Varma said India saw this in a slightly 

different light. India did not see it as containment or non-containment but as a 

positive construct that brought together countries and people on the basis of certain 

principles. “If India were to say that no country in the region should look for unilateral 

advantage at the cost of international rules and law, I am sure Russia will agree,” 

he said.
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Common interests

In this direction, he referred to investments by both India and Russia in the oil and 

gas sector of Vietnam. If there was a challenge to well established principles of 

international law, norms and contracts, Indian interests were as much effected as 

much as Russian interests. “This is an area we need to work together. There is 

already a lot of common ground.”

A stable Indo-Pacific assumes particular importance for Russia too with the proposed 

energy bridge from Arctic to Vladivostok to Chennai.

There have been standoffs between China and Vietnam in the South Chin Sea due 

to overlapping claims close to the Indian oil blocks in Vietnam’s Exclusive Economic 

Zone (EEZ).

Mr. Varma said both India and Russia saw ASEAN (Association of South East Asian 

Nations) centrality as critical to the Indo-Pacific concept. There was a perception that 

India and Russia dealt with Indo-Pacific as different concepts but “the differences 

are quite exaggerated.” The commonalities far outweighed the differences.

Mr. Varma said Russian President Vladimir Putin will visit India later this year 

coinciding with the 20th year of India-Russia strategic partnership.

Taiwan holds military drills against potential China threat
Taiwan’s military fired missiles from the air and the island’s shore facing China   in a 

live-fire drill to demonstrate its ability to defend against any Chinese invasion.

One helicopter crashed when returning to base from another drill, killing the pilot 

and co-pilot, the Army said. The cause of the crash was under investigation. The 

drills were part of a five-day annual exercise that ends Friday.

Assault helicopters launched missiles and fighter jets dropped bombs on targets at 

sea, while tanks and missile trucks fired from a beach to deter a simulated invading 

force.

“We want the world to see our determination and efforts to protect our country.” 
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President Tsai Ing-wen said, observing the exercise in a helmet and camouflage 

military fatigues.

China regards Taiwan as a breakaway province that is part of its territory. The self-

governing island of 24 million people lies 160 kilometers (100 miles) off China’s 

southeast coast across the Taiwan Strait.

British Navy submarine in ‘near-miss’ with ferry
A British nuclear-powered submarine narrowly avoided crashing into a passenger 

ferry between Northern Ireland and Scotland, with disaster averted only because an 

officer spotted its periscope, a report revealed  .

The government’s Marine Accident Investigations Branch called for an independent 

review into the incident on November 6, 2018, saying it was the third such near-

miss involving a Royal Navy submarine in four years.

The Stena Superfast VII ferry, carrying 215 passengers and 67 crew, was travelling 

between Belfast and Cairnryan on the west coast of Scotland when a lookout 

spotted the submarine’s periscope close by. “The officer of the watch then took 

immediate and effective action, turning the ferry to avoid a genuine risk of collision 

with a submerged submarine,” said the chief inspector of marine accidents, Andrew 

Moll.

The submarine, from the Faslane naval base west of Glasgow, was conducting pre-

deployment safety training at the time, and detected and tracked the ferry including 

with sonar data.

“Although there was no collision, this was the third accident or incident between a 

dived Royal Navy submarine and a surface vessel in four years, which is a matter 

of significant concern,” Mr. Moll said in a statement.

‘IS bride’ can return to U.K. to appeal citizenship removal
A woman who had her U.K. citizenship revoked after travelling to Syria to join the 
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Islamic State group should be allowed to return home to challenge the decision, a 

court ruled Thursday.

Shamima Begum, 20, lost the first stage of her case about the legality of the 

government’s decision at the Special Immigration Appeals Commission (SIAC) in 

February.

But the tribunal also ruled she could not have a “fair and effective appeal” or play 

“any meaningful part” in the process, as she was living in a Syrian refugee camp.

Three senior judges at the Court of Appeal   upheld that SIAC ruling.

“Ms Begum should be allowed to come to the United Kingdom to pursue her appeal 

albeit subject to such controls as the (home secretary) deems appropriate,” they 

said.

Begum was 15 when she and two other schoolgirls from Bethnal Green in east 

London left home to join the jihadist group on February 17, 2015.

The British-born Begum claims she married a Dutch convert soon after arriving in 

IS-held territory. She was discovered, nine months pregnant, in a Syrian refugee 

camp in February last year.

Her newborn baby died soon after she gave birth. Two of her other children also 

died under IS rule.

The then-home secretary, Sajid Javid, annulled Begum’s British citizenship on 

national security grounds after an outcry led by right-wing media.

That prompted her to take legal action, arguing the decision was unlawful, made 

her stateless and exposed her to the risk of death or inhuman and degrading 

treatment.

Iran had gone silent on rail project: India
The Government of India says it had not received any response from Iran since 

December 2019 on the future of the Chabahar-Zahedan railway project that the 

state-owned railway construction company IRCON was to have constructed and 
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financed. The ONGC’s foreign arm OVL is also out of the Farzad-B gas field 

exploration project.

The government cited policy changes by the Iranian government, Iran’s precarious 

finances, and the U.S. sanctions situation as the reasons for the decisions on 

Indian infrastructure projects in Iran, which would both be undertaken through local 

companies instead.

Last week, Iranian Railways and its transport department inaugurated laying of track 

for the 628-km stretch from the southern port city of Chabahar to Zahedan on the 

border with Afghanistan. Officials had told The Hindu that the track would now be 

funded by Iran’s own National Development fund.

According to the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA), IRCON had completed its site 

inspection and review of the feasibility report for the project last year under an 

MoU signed between India and Iran during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit in 

2016. “Detailed discussions were thereafter held on other relevant aspects of the 

project, which had to take into account the financial challenges that Iran was facing,” 

said MEA spokesperson Anurag Srivastava responding to questions on various 

infrastructure projects in Iran, including the report by The Hindu on the railway line.

“In December 2019, issues [on the railway line] were reviewed in detail at the 19th 

India-Iran Joint Commission Meeting in Tehran. The Iranian side was to nominate 

an authorized entity to finalize outstanding technical and financial issues. This is 

still awaited,” Mr. Srivastava stated but declined to comment specifically on Iran’s 

decision to begin the project without India.

 , Farhad Montaser, an official in Iran’s Ports and Maritime Organization, said India’s 

MoU for the rail line had never fructified in an agreement. “We had a list of Indian 

investments in Chabahar port, which also included the issue of Chabahar railway 

infrastructure and the railway but during the negotiations, it was not agreed [upon],” 

he told official news agency IRNA.

The MEA also confirmed that India is no longer involved in the Farzad-B gas field 

project where ONGC had originally signed an agreement for exploration in 2002, 
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investing approximately $100 million thus far. The MEA said “policy changes” in Iran 

were responsible for the decision but didn’t give details.

“In January 2020, we were informed that in the immediate future, Iran would develop 

the field on its own and would like to involve India appropriately at a later stage. This 

matter remains under discussion,” Mr. Srivastava said.

India had proposed to invest $1.6 billion in the Chabahar-Zahedan railway line, and 

approximately $6 billion in the Farzad-B gas field project.

Chabahar Port project

The MEA said India’s main investment in the Chabahar Port where it has taken over 

operations of one terminal, had progressed well in the last few years, handling 82 

ships with 12 lakh tonnes of bulk cargo in 8200 containers since December 2018.

“Despite the difficulties posed by the [U.S.] sanctions situation, there has been 

significant progress on the port project. Proactive measures are currently under way 

to increase the usage of Chabahar Port, both for Afghanistan and Central Asia,” Mr. 

Srivastava said at the briefing.

U.S. officials have ‘lost their minds’: China
U.S. officials have “lost their minds and gone mad” in their dealings with Beijing, 

China’s Foreign Ministry said  , in the latest verbal salvo between the two 

superpowers.

Tensions between Washington and Beijing have run high this year and some of 

the most outspoken critics of China in American Congress were this week hit with 

sanctions, days after the U.S. imposed visa bans and asset freezes on several 

Chinese officials.

U.S. Attorney General Bill Barr added fuel to the fire   when he accused Beijing 

of mounting an “economic blitzkrieg” to replace Washington as the world’s pre-

eminent power and spread its political ideology around the world.

Comments that distract
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But Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying said Mr. Barr and other American 

officials were criticising China to distract from domestic political problems. “These 

people, for self-interest and political gain, do not hesitate to hijack domestic public 

opinion... to the point where they have lost their minds and gone mad,” she said. 

Ms. Hua added that China had no intention of challenging or replacing the U.S. and 

said she hoped that Washington could “return to rationality” in its China policy. “A 

sparrow cannot understand the ambition of a swan,” she said. “This is a serious 

misjudgment and misunderstanding of China’s strategic intent.”

Mr. Barr accused hackers linked to the Chinese government of targeting American 

universities and businesses to steal research related to COVID-19 vaccine 

development, levelling the allegation against Beijing hours after Western agencies 

made similar claims against Russia.

“The People’s Republic of China is now engaged in an economic blitzkrieg — an 

aggressive, orchestrated, whole-of-government (indeed, whole-of-society) campaign 

to seize the commanding heights of the global economy and to surpass the United 

States as the world’s preeminent technological superpower,” Mr. Barr said.

Mr. Barr’s speech amounted to a wide-ranging condemnation of what he said were 

Beijing’s tactics to gain an economic upper hand in the 21st century, and to engage in 

influence campaigns touching diverse corners of American life, including business, 

politics and even entertainment.

Multiple accusations

Mr. Barr warned that universities which welcome Chinese-funded initiatives could 

unwittingly lose control of academic research.

Numerous Trump allies have issued strongly worded messages over China in recent 

days, coming at a time when bilateral relations have fallen to their lowest point in 

decades over issues from accusations of technology theft to China’s claims in the 

South China Sea.

“Because everyone knows that China is in a leading position in the research and 

development of new coronavirus vaccines, we have first-class scientific research 
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personnel, and we do not need to gain a leading position with theft,” Ms. Hua said.

China has crossed its 1960 claims along the LAC
Chinese troops are currently present on the north bank of Pangong Lake in Ladakh 

in an area that is beyond what even China described as its official boundary during 

talks with India in 1960, official records show.

China’s tent that it set up on the bend of the Galwan river, which sparked the violent 

face-off culminating in the death of 20 Indian soldiers and an unknown number of 

Chinese personnel on June 15, was also beyond China’s territorial claims, according 

to the 1960 records.

The records contradict China’s current claims of where the Line of Actual Control 

(LAC) runs. They also raise questions on recent statements from top Indian officials 

that China is not present anywhere on Indian territory.

In 1960, India certainly viewed China’s presence in areas where the People’s 

Liberation Army (PLA) transgressed in May as being beyond Beijing’s own territorial 

claims.

At the north bank of Pangong Tso, the PLA moved up to Finger 4 and prevented 

India from crossing Finger 4. The Fingers refer to mountain spurs on the bank, and 

run from 1 to 8, west to east.

China now claims up to Finger 4, while India says the LAC is at Finger 8. China 

previously built a road to Finger 4 in 1999 and has dominated up to Finger 4, but 

since May has, for the first time, completely cut off India’s access to its LAC at 

Finger 8, effectively shifting the line 8 km west.

Following the four rounds of Corps Commander-level talks, the PLA has moved back 

from Finger 4 to 5, while Indian troops also moved back further west to Finger 2, the 

base post in the area where the troops initiated their patrols, The Hindu reported 

earlier.

MEA report
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During boundary negotiations in 1960, China spelled out its territorial claims in the 

area. The record is available in the “Report of the Officials of the Government of 

India and the People’s Republic of China on the Boundary Question”, published by 

the Ministry of External Affairs.

Following border talks in April 1960 in Delhi between Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru 

and Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai that failed to break the impasse, it was decided 

that officials of the two governments would meet “to examine factual materials in the 

possession of the two governments to support their stands.”

Three rounds of talks were held. The first session took place from June 15 to July 

25, 1960, in Beijing, with 18 meetings. The second session was held in Delhi from 

August 19 to October 5, when 19 meetings were held. Following the final session in 

Rangoon, when 10 meetings were held, the official report was signed on December 

12, 1960. In the report, the Indian side asked: “What was the exact point where the 

alignment cuts the western half of Pangong Lake? And what was the exact point 

where it left the Pangong Lake?”

The Chinese side responded: “The coordinates of the point where it reached the 

Pangong Lake were Longitude 78 degrees 49 minutes East, Latitude 33 degrees 

44 minutes North.” This roughly corresponds to an area near Finger 8, around 8 km 

east of where China now says the LAC is and where it transgressed in May.

Regarding the Galwan Valley, when India asked in 1960 for “heights of peaks and 

locations of passes” in the area, the Chinese side replied that the alignment “crossed 

the Galwan river at Longitude 78 degrees 13 minutes East, Latitude 34 degrees 46 

minutes North.”

Even accounting for approximations because the coordinates were round numbers 

noted in “degrees” and “minutes” while the “seconds” were not specified, China has 

gone beyond its 1960 claims both in Pangong Tso and in the Galwan Valley.

In the Galwan Valley, the 1960 line ran east of the bend of the Galwan river, called 

the Y-nallah, which was the site of the June 15 clash. The clash took place following 

a dispute during the de-escalation process, triggered when the PLA put up a tent 
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near the bend, and marked the worst violence on the border since 1967.

UN draft declaration goes soft on demand for reform
Despite India’s repeated demands for reform of the UN Security Council, the process 

of the expansion of the membership is expected to slow down this year with the final 

draft of the Declaration on the Commemoration of the Seventy-Fifth Anniversary of 

the U.N. favouring a softer approach to the issue.

“We reiterate our call for reforms of three of the principal organs of the United 

Nations. We commit to instil new life in the discussions on the reform of the Security 

Council and continue the work to revitalise the General Assembly and strengthen 

the Economic and Social Council. The review of the peace-building architecture has 

our full support,” the final draft says. The Declaration is a powerful reiteration of the 

UN’s founding principles that brought a new world order 75 years ago.

Mention of ‘discussions’ in this key anniversary document is being interpreted as 

dilution of the progress made on the path of reform of the principal organs of the UN 

during the 122nd plenary meeting of the General Assembly.

At the meeting on September 15, 2008, the General Assembly on the basis 

of previous resolutions had ‘decided’ to proceed with the “modalities in order to 

prepare and facilitate intergovernmental negotiations on the question of equitable 

representation on and increase in the membership of the Security Council and other 

matters related to the Council”.

The final draft for the upcoming UNGA is also a step down from the Resolution 

adopted by the General Assembly on September 16, 2005 when the call for reform 

was demanded against the backdrop of widespread unilateral decisions as seen 

during the Iraq war of 2003 and the “war on terror”.

The 2005 Resolution had expressed strong global will to stop misuse of military 

power and said, “We are determined to reinvigorate the intergovernmental organs 

of the United Nations to adopt them to the needs of the twenty-first century”.
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Arab ‘Hope’ to Mars takes off from Japan
The first Arab space mission to Mars, an unmanned probe dubbed “Hope”, blasted 

off from Japan   on a mission to reveal more about the atmosphere of the Red 

Planet.

The Japanese rocket carrying the probe developed by the United Arab Emirates 

(UAE) lifted off from the Tanegashima Space Centre in southern Japan right on 

schedule at 6.58 a.m. local time. The launch of the probe, known as “Al-Amal” in 

Arabic, had twice been delayed because of bad weather, but the Monday lift-off 

appeared smooth and successful.

Excitement in UAE

An hour later, a live feed showed people applauding in the Japanese control room 

as the probe successfully detached. In Dubai, the launch was met with rapturous 

excitement and blanket media coverage, with the Burj Khalifa lit up hours before 

lift-off with a symbolic 10-second countdown in anticipation.

“We proudly announce the successful launch of the Hope probe,” Dubai’s ruler 

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al-Maktoum said in a tweet. “The ground control 

station in Dubai has received the first signal from the probe after its solar panels 

were successfully deployed to charge its batteries. Our 493 million km journey to 

the Red Planet starts here.”

Only the United States, India, the former Soviet Union, and the European Space 

Agency have successfully sent missions to orbit the fourth planet from the sun, 

while China is preparing to launch its first Mars rover later this month.

Distance from Earth

The Emirati project is one of three racing to Mars, including Tianwen-1 from China 

and Mars 2020 from the United States, taking advantage of a period when the Earth 

and Mars are nearest. In October, Mars will be a comparatively close 38.6 million 

miles (62.07 million kilometres) from Earth, according to NASA.

“Hope” is expected to enter Mars orbit by February 2021, marking the year of the 
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50th anniversary of the unification of the UAE, an alliance of seven emirates.

Unlike the two other Mars ventures scheduled for this year, it will not land on the 

Red Planet, but instead orbit it for a whole Martian year, or 687 days.

Sri Lanka to research “Ravana’s aviation routes”
Sri Lanka’s aviation authority has said it will lead a research project to study the 

mythological character Ravana’s “aviation routes”.

In a recent newspaper advertisement in Sinhala, the Civil Aviation Authority of Sri 

Lanka has sought any relevant documents and literature from the public, asking 

them to contact an email ID and phone number to research the topic “King Ravana 

and the ancient domination of aerial routes now lost”.

When contacted, an official at the Authority said the project sought to bring out with 

an authoritative narrative about King Ravana as “there are many stories”.

Multiple stories

Asked why the Civil Aviation Authority was helming the project, the official — asking 

not to be named — said: “We are the main aviation regulatory authority in Sri Lanka. 

Since there are multiple stories over the years about Ravana flying aircrafts and 

covering these routes, we want to study this matter.”

While Sri Lanka’s tourism sector promotes the ‘Ramayana trail’ for visitors from 

India — one of Sri Lanka’s largest tourism markets — it is the epic’s antagonist King 

Ravana that the majority Sinhala-Buddhists hail, like Dravidian party icons in Tamil 

Nadu, including former Chief Ministers C.N. Annadurai and M. Karunanidhi did. Both 

socio-religious organisations in Sri Lanka and the state venerate and acknowledge 

Ravana as “the brave king” from the island nation.

A hard-line Sinhala Buddhist group calls itself ‘Ravana Balaya’, while Sri Lanka 

named its first satellite, launched into orbit last June, ‘Ravana-1’. Addressing a 

conference civil aviation specialists in Colombo in 2016, then Minister of Transport 

and Civil Aviation Nimal Siripala de Silva had remarked that while the modern 
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history of global aviation began with the Wright Brothers, it was common legend 

in Sri Lanka that a brave king called Ravana, used a flying machine called “Dandu 

monara” to fly not only within the country, but also in the region.

EU leaders strike deal to rebuild economy
European leaders   agreed on a massive aid package for their pandemic-ravaged 

economies, as U.S. President Donald Trump finally came out in favour of face masks 

as a tool against the novel coronavirus.

The virus has infected more than 14.7 million people and killed over 6,10,000 of 

them since emerging in China late last year, with fresh alarm being sounded over its 

accelerating spread in Africa.

After a fractious, 90-hour summit, European leaders finally agreed on a rescue 

package of €750 billion ($858 billion) to try and pull their bloc out of a deep recession. 

The pandemic has devastated the global economy.

“This is a historic change for Europe,” said French President Emmanuel Macron, 

while German Chancellor Angela Merkel expressed relief that the EU had, in her 

eyes, shown itself equal to “the greatest crisis” in its history.

‘Strong resistance’

The package will send tens of billions of euros to countries hit hardest by the virus, 

most notably heavily indebted Spain and Italy who had lobbied hard for a major 

gesture from their EU partners.

The talks saw strong resistance from some nations against sending money to 

countries they considered too lax with public spending.

There was criticism from others that the compromises made were too great. Teenage 

climate campaigner Greta Thunberg tweeted her disappointment.

“As expected the #EUCO resulted in some nice words, some vague distant 

incomplete climate targets nearly impossible to track and a complete denial of the 

climate emergency,” she wrote.
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Britain, who left the EU in January and will not benefit from the aid plan, revealed   

that state borrowing had rocketed to a record £127.9 billion ($162.5 billion) in the 

three months to June.

Impact on Africa

Britain has suffered Europe’s deadliest coronavirus outbreak, with more than 45,000 

deaths recorded to date. And with even richer nations struggling, experts have 

warned that the impact would be harshest in poorer regions of the world like Africa.

The World Health Organization sounded the alarm about the situation there, 

particularly in South Africa, where the death toll crossed 5,000 over the weekend.

“I am very concerned right now that we are beginning to see an acceleration of 

disease in Africa,” warned the WHO’s emergencies chief Michael Ryan  .

Brazil’s death toll meanwhile passed 80,000 late  , according to Health Ministry 

figures.

With no effective treatment yet, there are few options available to combat the spread 

of the virus, though they do include face masks — which Mr. Trump and his political 

allies refused to encourage for months.

Trump backs face masks

But he changed direction  , tweeting a photo of himself wearing a mask with the 

message: “We are United in our effort to defeat the Invisible China Virus, and many 

people say that it is Patriotic to wear a face mask when you can’t socially distance. 

There is nobody more Patriotic than me, your favorite President!”

U.S. authorities are struggling to handle the crisis as infections surge towards four 

million, with more than 140,000 deaths.

Mr. Trump is struggling to respond to public anger over his handling of the crisis, with 

the death toll still rising and the economy devastated.

Tens of millions of Americans have been left jobless, and the extra unemployment 

benefits keeping some from poverty are set to expire at the end of July. “I’m still 

struggling to pay the bills and I’m still looking for a job,” said Diana Yitbarek, 44.
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China drafts rules for stricter oversight of foreign teachers
China issued   draft rules to toughen oversight of hundreds of thousands of foreign 

teachers, who could be fired for acts such as “words and deeds” considered harmful 

to the country’s sovereignty.

Foreign teachers will also be banned from “illegally engaging in religious education 

or preaching”, according to the guidelines drawn up by the education, foreign, public 

security and science ministries.

The rules have been submitted for public comments until August 21 before final 

approval.

In recent years, Beijing has tried to make China’s education system more patriotic, 

eliminating what it perceives to be immoral foreign influences.

The new guidelines would require teachers to undergo at least 20 hours of training 

on topics, such as the Chinese Constitution and teachers’ ethics when they take up 

employment.

They follow a spate of detentions of international teachers in recent years for sex 

abuse and taking drugs. The guidelines say teachers should be fired for such 

criminal offences.

Those found to be violating the rules must be reported to educational authorities.

The guidelines also require all foreign teachers to possess a bachelor’s degree 

or higher, at least two years of teaching experience and relevant language 

teaching qualifications. Schools that illegally hire foreign teachers without the right 

qualifications or approval, or mislead the public about teachers’ qualifications, can 

be fined up to 10,000 yuan ($1,400) per teacher.

‘U.S. will continue to lead the world in scientific investment 
and innovation’
What are your priorities as head of the NSF?

Right now, the world faces significant scientific challenges — most obviously a 
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pandemic. During this difficult time, we have seen that research is more important 

than ever.

I have identified three pillars for my vision: advancing research into the future, 

ensuring inclusivity, and continuing global leadership in science and engineering. 

In the first few months, I will be mainly focused on understanding all facets of the 

agency, including ensuring optimal operations.

What is the impact of COVID-19 on research and investment in scientific fields other 

than medicine?

To date, we’ve funded 801 grants over $111 million in response to COVID-19 and 

the level of research we’ve seen from recipients has been outstanding. As the nation 

responds to the COVID-19 pandemic, NSF-funded research is playing a crucial role. 

From the science and engineering behind critical diagnostic tools and medical devices, 

to novel solutions that help communities, businesses, and individuals navigate the 

challenges of this difficult time, NSF’s investments in science and technology are 

making a difference. For example, advances in artificial intelligence and big data 

offer the potential to spot hidden patterns and raise the alarm about new diseases 

before they spread. Advanced manufacturing and cutting-edge engineering will be 

able to put the right tools in the hands of first responders and medical professionals 

faster than ever. When this pandemic passes, basic research will still be an engine 

of our economy, it will still underpin our national defence, and it will still be the main 

driver of innovations and technology that enhances every aspect of our lives.

Recently, mask-wearing has been politicised by politicians, and some citizens believe 

there’s a conspiracy around masks. There are other examples that pre-date COVID 

– denying climate change, unfounded fears around vaccination, and so forth. Is 

America’s scientific spirit and temper at risk?

NSF is tasked with keeping the U.S. at the leading edge of discovery in areas ranging 

from astronomy to geology to zoology. We like to say that NSF is “where discoveries 

begin”. During NSF’s 70-year history, we have witnessed varying opinions. However, 

the one constant during that time has been NSF’s focus and dedication to its mission, 
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which always has and always will continue unabated regardless of the news of the 

day. As NSF supports 25% of all federally funded academic fundamental research at 

U.S. colleges and universities, I have every confidence the U.S. will continue to lead 

the world in scientific investment and innovation.

Recently you held the position of chief innovation officer at Arizona State University. 

In what areas do you expect the next major technological breakthroughs?

Technology is ever evolving, and while some breakthroughs emerge unexpectedly, 

many are driven by research priorities. For the U.S., five priorities in particular stand out 

at the moment: AI, advanced manufacturing, quantum information science, advanced 

wireless, and synthetic biology. This year, the White House Office of Science and 

Technology Policy announced a nationwide focus on driving new developments in 

these fields, categorising them under the single term Industries of the Future.

At NSF, these industries have been part of our portfolio for decades. We have 

funded fundamental research that enabled them to emerge, as well as collaborations 

and industrial partnerships that have helped move specific technologies out of 

laboratories and into the marketplace. For example, our investment in Fairness in 

Artificial Intelligence, a partnership with Amazon, seeks to overcome a critical hurdle 

preventing the broader impact of AI technology by removing bias that finds its way 

into AI programming. The initiative will have direct impact on new AI applications, 

from driverless vehicles to banking algorithms, but it also comes from a fundamental 

research base that has been decades in the making.

India and the U.S. already cooperate in various scientific fields. What is your 

assessment of the scientific partnership between the two countries?

The scientific partnership is strong, particularly in the area of fundamental research, 

which is NSF’s focus. India is one of the top 25 international partners for NSF with 

46 collaborative projects funded in 2019 alone. NSF and the Government of India 

are partnering on LIGO India to station a gravitational wave detection instrument 

in India due to the country’s unique geographical characteristics. What makes the 

partnership strong is that both the U.S. and India have demonstrated a commitment 
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to the values of freely sharing the results of fundamental research, putting new tools 

and ideas in the hands of scientific collaborations that connect researchers around 

the world.

The ISRO Chairman, K. Sivan, recently said the creation of a new space centre (IN-

SPACe) and regulatory changes will help prevent “brain drain”. However, successive 

governments in India have not been able to significantly increase the retention 

of science and engineering talent within the country. Are you hopeful this can be 

achieved in the next, say, decade?

India is demonstrating a steady commitment to meet the challenge of cultivating 

a domestic scientific workforce. It requires not only schools and laboratories but 

networks of researchers and mentorship — but that takes time. If the progress made 

by India isn’t easy to see at home, I should note that we’re seeing it from abroad. 

Our Science and Engineering Indicators report shows that the percentage of new 

STEM doctorate holders from India who plan to stay in the U.S. has declined.

This could indicate that students may have decided to go back to India or may 

have gone somewhere else. The U.S. has historically been the top destination for 

international students and this nation deeply values the researchers and students 

who have come from India.

UK’s satellite tech firm bid with India’s Bharti under Parliament 
scrutiny
A U.K. parliamentary panel has launched an inquiry into the U.K. government’s 

successful bid to acquire satellite technology firm OneWeb along with India’s Bharti 

Enterprises earlier this month. The winning bid has come under the scanner of the 

House of Commons’ Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy pane as “troubling 

and concerning” after it was alerted by a civil servant in the government’s business 

department over concerns around the investment. The U.K. was to invest $500 

million in the firm.
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U.K., EU rule out quick post-Brexit deal
Britain and the European Union   broke up their latest round of post-Brexit trade 

negotiations by ruling out a quick deal but voicing hope for agreement in the coming 

months.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson had promised last month to add “a bit of oomph” to 

the stalled negotiations when he personally joined them last month.

His main goal then was to get a framework deal struck by the end July that could 

assure U.K. businesses they do not have to start preparing for a messy no-deal 

breakup when the current transition period ends on December 31. But chief 

negotiators said this was unlikely because of a fundamental gap on major areas 

such as fishing rights and fair competition rules.

“It is unfortunately clear that we will not reach in July the ‘early understanding on the 

principles underlying any agreement,” Britain’s David Frost said.

He accused the EU of failing to recognise Britain’s economic and political 

independence and described the gulf between the sides on some points as 

“considerable”.

‘One big deal’

Mr. Frost’s counterpart Michel Barnier criticised London for refusing to move on its 

red lines.

“By its current refusal to commit to conditions to open and fair competition, and to a 

balanced agreement on fisheries, the UK makes the trade agreement at this point 

unlikely,” he told a news conference.

A senior British government official said both sides will try to agree the shape of a 

potential accord — now more likely to look like one big deal than lots of small ones 

— at informal talks in London next week.

The British side said it expects “textured” talks on the finer details to begin in mid-

August and run though September.
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India, Sri Lanka seek to reset ties in the time of polls and 
pandemic
As news of the India-China stand-off at Galwan Valley broke last month, Sri Lanka, 

like much of the rest of the world, watched closely. Not only because it was the 

most dramatic escalation between the adversaries in nearly half a century, but also 

because two of Sri Lanka’s closest partners were on either side of the tension.

Sri Lanka did not comment on the development. However, India soon made 

headlines in the island for other reasons.

Early July, Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa told a media conference that there 

was no final decision on the East Container Terminal (ECT) project at the Colombo 

Port, which Sri Lanka, India and Japan in 2019 agreed to jointly develop. His remark 

came while unions and some opposition parties were protesting “giving away 

national assets” to India, though Sri Lanka’s Port Authority was to retain 100% 

ownership of the facility, as per the 2019 tripartite Memorandum of Cooperation. 

They also came a month ahead of the general election, in which the Rajapaksa 

government is eyeing a two-thirds majority.

Around the same time, India was holding “close and constructive” discussions with 

Sri Lanka, on Colombo’s pending request for a debt — totalling $960 million — 

freeze, and for swapping currency under bilateral and SAARC arrangements.

With fast-approaching polls [on August 5], a persisting global pandemic posing 

enormous economic challenges, and a stand-off between two regional powers, 

where do Indo-Lanka relations stand at this moment, as seen by experts in Sri 

Lanka?

Pointing to India’s “difficult relations” with some neighbours over “different 

aspects”, retired bureaucrat-diplomat Austin Fernando, who was Sri Lanka’s High 

Commissioner to India, told The Hindu : “Comparatively speaking, ours has been 

great as friends, neighbours, and relations.”

Characterising the current phase in ties as one where New Delhi is “patching up 
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with the Rajapaksas”, Mr. Fernando said usually it was Sri Lanka’s newly elected 

President or Prime Minister who visited India first, to “offer pooja as we call it”. In 

contrast, Minister of External Affairs S. Jaishankar’s Colombo visit in November 

2019, to meet the newly-elected President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, was a “reversal of 

the pooja ritual”, he said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi announcing a $450 million line of credit to Sri Lanka 

during President Rajapaksa’s visit to New Delhi soon after — his maiden state 

visit after his big election win — “showed a proactive, relations-building” approach. 

However, a comparison of Indian assistance extended in the neighbourhood 

shows “discriminatory tendencies”, he said, pointing to India’s varying amounts of 

developmental assistance in the region.

“After 2015, India would have expected more cooperation from Sri Lanka, but it 

has not happened, sometimes for good reason. I think the Indian bureaucracy 

understands these and should cooperate with Sri Lanka seriously.”

On the other hand, “India’s attitude and relationship with her immediate neighbours 

depend on their appreciation of India’s regional security concerns; they would 

serve as buffer states in the event of an extra regional threat and not proxies of the 

outside powers. Colombo should never forget this guidance in dealing with India,” 

Mr. Fernando cautioned.

India-China prism

South Asia watchers often resort to the India-China geopolitical lens, while analysing 

Sri Lanka’s international relations in the neighbourhood and beyond. Although the 

trend is understandable, the perspective such a lens offers is limited, according 

to Dinusha Panditaratne, former executive director of the Lakshman Kadirgamar 

Institute of International Relations and Strategic Studies.

“Conceptually, it tends to view Sri Lanka as a subject rather than agent of policy 

decisions. While Sri Lankan policymakers are constrained by economic and 

geopolitical realities, they nevertheless have choices and decisions to make within 

the margins of these realities,” she said, adding that those resorting to the India-
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China prism often tend to overlook or misinterpret key details.

Further, Ms. Panditaratne noted that the bilateral relationship between India and Sri 

Lanka “will always be an important cornerstone of a peaceful and prosperous South 

Asia”. “The examples of Singapore-Malaysia and New Zealand-Australia indicate 

that a smaller country’s economic success is tied to having a strong or at least stable 

relationship with its larger neighbour.” Both India and Sri Lanka should focus on 

increasing the volume and quality of people-to-people links, without assuming they 

will naturally result from geographical proximity, she said, underscoring the need for 

continued high-level engagement on building economic and people-to-people links.

Citing the successful India-assisted ‘Suwa Seriya’ ambulance service, and the 

pressing needs following COVID-19, she prescribed that India and Sri Lanka 

enhance links in the health sector, including in telemedicine. “The fact that several 

Indian companies are involved in the race to develop a vaccine presents India with 

a potentially huge, a once-in-a-generation opportunity to cement its goodwill with the 

neighbourhood by securing regional access to these vaccines,” Ms. Panditaratne 

notes.

The close but complex bilateral ties between the countries have both history and 

baggage. Even today, popular Tamil leaders in the island are invoking India on their 

election campaign trail, particularly while speaking of the pending political solution 

to the Tamil question that lingers after the years of war and the decade of relative 

peace.

That is because the 13th Amendment to the Sri Lankan Constitution, an outcome 

of the Indo-Lanka Accord of 1987, is the only piece of legislation that speaks of 

a measure of devolution, said V. Thanabalasingham, senior journalist and foreign 

policy analyst.

U.S. accuses Russia of testing weapon in space
The U.S. and the U.K.   accused Russia of test-firing an anti-satellite weapon in 
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space.

The U.S. warned that the threat against Washington’s systems was “real, serious 

and increasing.”

U.S. Space Command said it “has evidence” that Moscow “conducted a non-

destructive test of a space-based anti-satellite weapon” on July 15.

“Last week’s test is another example that the threats to U.S. and Allied space systems 

are real, serious and increasing,” the Thursday statement continued.

“Clearly this is unacceptable,” tweeted U.S. nuclear disarmament negotiator Marshall 

Billingslea, adding that it would be a “major issue” discussed next week in Vienna, 

where he is in talks on a successor to the New START treaty.

The treaty caps the nuclear warheads of the U.S. and Russia — the two Cold War-

era superpowers.

The head of Britain’s Space Directorate, Air Vice-Marshal Harvey Smyth, also 

reacted, tweeting that “actions of this kind threaten the peaceful use of space.”

Commenting   on the accusations, the Russian Foreign Ministry insisted on Moscow’s 

“commitment to obligations on the non-discriminatory use and study of space with 

peaceful aims”. “We call on our U.S. and British colleagues to show professionalism 

and instead of some propagandistic information attacks, sit down for talks,” the 

Ministry said.

The U.S. Space Command said the test consisted of Russia’s satellite called Cosmos 

2543 injecting an object into orbit.

Russian state media has said that Cosmos-2543 had been deployed by another 

satellite, Cosmos-2542, which was launched on 25 of November 2019 by the Russian 

military. The Defence Ministry said the satellite is meant to “monitor the condition of 

Russian satellites,” but state daily Rossiyskaya Gazeta said it has the ability to “get 

information from somebody else’s satellites”.

The system is the same one that Space Command raised concerns about earlier 

this year, when it maneuvered near a U.S. government satellite, said General Jay 
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Raymond, head of U.S. Space Command. “This is further evidence of Russia’s 

continuing efforts to develop and test space-based systems, and consistent with 

the Kremlin’s published military doctrine to employ weapons that hold US and allied 

space assets at risk,” he said in a statement.

‘Army working to restore LAC position’
 “We shall continue all efforts to restore the status quo ante along the Line of Actual 

Control (LAC) with China,” said Lt. Gen. Y.K. Joshi, General Officer Commanding-

in-Chief, Northern Command,  .

However, he remained non-committal on the timeline for the resolution of the stand-

off in eastern Ladakh, which has been ongoing for 12 weeks.

During the talks for disengagement, India has consistently called for the restoration 

of the status quo ante at the LAC or the pullback of Chinese troops to pre-May 

positions.

“There are certain commitments required from the two sides which is essential for 

the process to move ahead and deliver the outcomes that are desirable. There 

are certain factors though, such as territorial integrity of the country, that are not 

negotiable at all. While we are investing sincerely in this ongoing endeavour to 

bring about peace along the border, we also remain prepared at all times for any 

eventuality,” Lt. Gen. Joshi said on the current situation in an interview to a TV 

channel.

The negotiations and process of disengagement and the commitment of both sides 

to adhere to the laid down methodology would dictate the timelines of the stand-off, 

he stated.

A decorated soldier of the 1999 Kargil conflict, Lt. Gen. Joshi said the challenges 

during the Kargil conflict and the present situation are in a totally different domain. 

“In the given circumstances, the LAC in Ladakh is a challenge today. We as an 

organisation concluded that situation in 1999 to our satisfaction then and so would 
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be in this case too,” he said.

200 proposals from China wait for security clearance by 
MHA
About 200 investment proposals from China are awaiting security clearance from 

the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) after new rules were notified in April, making prior 

government approval mandatory for foreign direct investments (FDI) from countries 

which share a land border with India.

As FDI is allowed in non-critical sectors through the automatic route, earlier these 

proposals would have been cleared without the MHA’s nod.

Prior government approval or security clearance from MHA was required for 

investments in critical sectors such as defence, media, telecommunication, 

satellites, private security agencies, civil aviation and mining and any investments 

from Pakistan and Bangladesh.

Revised in April

The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) notified the 

new FDI policy on April 18, which said, “…an entity of a country, which shares 

land border with India or where the beneficial owner of an investment into India is 

situated in or is a citizen of any such country, can invest only under the Government 

route.”

The revised FDI policy, a press statement from DPIIT said, is aimed at “curbing 

opportunistic takeovers/acquisitions of Indian companies due to the current COVID-

19 pandemic.”

A senior government official told The Hindu that since April, after the new rules were 

notified, the Ministry has received around 200 applications for vetting.

May pull out

“However, none of the proposals have been cleared so far. These agreements would 

have been in the pipeline for months and it is possible that many might withdraw due 
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to the delay or stringent conditions put in place now,” said the official.

LAC stand-off

India and China have been engaged in a stand-off along the Line of Actual Control 

(LAC) in eastern Ladakh as there has been a massive build-up of Chinese troops 

since April-May.

In a first in more than four decades, 20 Indian soldiers were killed on June 15 in violent 

clashes with the Chinese troops at Galwan Valley. Several rounds of diplomatic 

and military-level talks have been held as India has demanded that status quo be 

restored in the border area.

On July 10, Chinese Ambassador Sun Weidong issued a video statement, saying 

“China has been India’s largest trading partner for many years in a row with cumulative 

investment in India exceeding $8 billion.”

India shares land borders with Pakistan, Afghanistan, China, Nepal, Bhutan, 

Bangladesh and Myanmar.

Investors from countries that are not covered by revised FDI new policy only have 

to inform the Reserve Bank of India after the completion of a transaction rather than 

seek prior clearance from the administrative ministry.

EU to restrict exports to Hong Kong
The European Union will restrict exports to Hong Kong of equipment that could 

be used for surveillance and repression after Beijing imposed a controversial new 

security law, diplomatic sources said  .

The bloc has expressed deep concerned over the new law, which critics say will 

severely curb Hong Kong’s longstanding autonomy and relative freedom.

But the EU has struggled to agree a united response to China, with member states 

deeply divided over whether to stand up to Beijing — a hugely important trading 

partner — or to try to cooperate with it.

France and Germany proposed the restriction on so-called “dual use” technology at 
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a meeting of Foreign Ministers earlier this month and it will be formally signed off  .

Support for HK residents

Along with the export restriction, the EU will also bring in measures to support 

the population of the former British colony by making it easier for them to travel 

to Europe through the granting of visas, scholarships and academic exchanges, 

diplomats said.

After presenting the plan, German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas said that, with the 

new security law in place, “It makes sense to treat Hong Kong no differently from 

mainland China” when it comes to the export of equipment that can be used for 

repression.

Beijing insists the security law is needed to restore stability in the financial hub after 

prolonged political unrest.

No indication virus is seasonal: WHO
The spread of the novel coronavirus does not appear to be impacted by seasonality, 

the World Health Organization said Tuesday, warning against false beliefs that 

summer is safer.

“Season does not seem to be affecting the transmission of this virus,” WHO 

spokeswoman Margaret Harris told reporters in a virtual briefing.

She pointed out that some of the hardest-hit countries are currently in the midst of 

different season.

While it is summer in the U.S., which with nearly 1,48,000 deaths and close to 4.3 

million cases is the hardest-hit country, the second most affected country Brazil, 

which counts more than 87,000 deaths, is in winter.

And yet, she said, there “seems to be this fixed idea about this virus being seasonal”, 

and that COVID-19 will come in waves.

‘Flu lens’

This is because people are mistakenly viewing the pandemic through “a flu lens, 
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because that is the way the flu behaves.”

“What we all need to get our heads around is this is a new virus... and even though 

it is a respiratory virus and even though respiratory viruses in the past did tend to do 

these different seasonal waves, this one is behaving differently,” Ms. Harris said.

Instead of expecting the virus to behave like other viruses that are more familiar, she 

said people should look at what is actually known about how to stop transmission 

of COVID-19.

What works, she said, is physical distancing, hand washing, wearing a mask 

where appropriate, always covering up sneezes and coughs, staying home when 

experiencing symptoms, the isolation of cases and quarantining of contacts.

“But at the moment, we aren’t doing that, because people seem to have it fixed in 

their heads that there is this seasonal thing and there seems to... be this persistent 

belief that summer is not a problem,” Ms. Harris said.

China halts HK extradition pacts with Canada, Australia and 
U.K.
China announced the suspension   of Hong Kong’s extradition treaties with Canada, 

Australia and Britain in a tit-for-tat move following similar decisions by those countries 

over a controversial new security law.

Western nations have angered Beijing over their responses to the law imposed on 

Hong Kong which they see as an erosion of the civil liberties and human rights the 

city has enjoyed since its handover from Britain in 1997.

Canada, Britain and Australia are part of the “Five Eyes” intelligence alliance. The 

other members are New Zealand, which suspended its extradition treaty with Hong 

Kong earlier  , and the United States, which has signalled it is preparing to do the 

same.

China has accused the countries of interfering in its internal affairs and defended 

the security law as crucial to restore order in Hong Kong following a wave of pro-
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democracy protests marred by violence.

“The wrong action of Canada, Australia and the U.K. in politicising judicial cooperation 

with Hong Kong has seriously hurt the basis of judicial cooperation,” said Foreign 

Ministry spokesman Wang Wenbin at a regular press briefing.

“China has decided to suspend extradition treaties between Hong Kong and Canada, 

Australia and U.K., as well as criminal justice cooperation agreements.”

Mr. Wang accused the countries of having used the national security law as “an 

excuse to unilaterally announce the suspension of extradition treaties” with Hong 

Kong.

Britain suspended its extradition treaty last week, following moves by Australia 

and Canada, saying the security law had “significantly changed key assumptions”, 

including a provision to try certain cases in mainland China.

London and Canberra have also angered Beijing by offering pathways to citizenship 

or residency to Hong Kong citizens looking to leave because of the new law.

Iran blasts replica of aircraft carrier amid tensions with U.S.
Iran’s paramilitary Revolutionary Guard fired a missile from a helicopter targeting 

a replica aircraft carrier in the strategic Strait of Hormuz, state television reported  

, an exercise aimed at “threatening” the U.S. amid tensions between Tehran and 

Washington.

The drill, in a waterway through which 20% of all traded oil passes, underlines the 

lingering threat of military conflict between Iran and the U.S. after last summer saw a 

series of incidents targeting oil tankers in the region. In January, a U.S. drone strike 

killed a top Iranian general in Baghdad and Tehran responded by firing ballistic 

missiles targeting American forces in Iraq.

Iranian commandos fast-roped down from a helicopter onto the replica in the footage 

aired   from the exercise called “Great Prophet 14.”

Iranian troops also fired anti-aircraft batteries at a drone target in the exercise from 
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a location that state television described as being near the port city of Bandar 

Abbas.

Troops also fired missiles from trucks on land and fast boats at sea.

The Guard will use “long-range ballistic missiles with the ability to hit far-reaching 

aggressor floating targets” during the drill, said Abbas Nilforoushan, the Guard’s 

deputy commander for operations, according to Guard website sepahnews.com.

Deaths surge in U.S.; China cases jump
COVID-19 deaths in the U.S. surged to their highest level in months   as Muslim 

pilgrims began a pandemic-curtailed version of their sacred Haj.

The human toll of the disease in the U.S. hit a magnitude not seen since mid-May 

with nearly 1,600 deaths recorded in 24 hours for the world’s hardest-hit country, 

Johns Hopkins University reported  .

Meanwhile China, where the deadly pathogen was first detected late last year, 

reported its highest single-day case total in three months. Residents in the semi-

autonomous city of Hong Kong were adjusting to their strictest social-distancing 

measures yet over fears a “large-scale” outbreak could overwhelm hospitals. COVID-

19 has claimed 6,60,000 lives and infected more than 16.7 million people across 

the globe, according to an AFP tally, although experts believe the true infection rate 

could be wildly higher.

Clusters and lockdowns

Case numbers have been rising across the U.S. for weeks, leaving health authorities 

and leaders to watch nervously for a feared spike in fatalities. President Donald 

Trump’s push for re-election in November has been dogged by the virus crisis that 

has already killed nearly 1,50,000 Americans and wrought havoc on the world’s 

biggest economy.

In a fresh blow to the President, Twitter removed a video that Mr. Trump retweeted 

in which doctors made allegedly false claims about the pandemic, saying it broke 
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its “COVID-19 misinformation policy”.

China reported a three-month high of 101 new virus cases   as sporadic regional 

outbreaks illustrated the mammoth task of keeping contagion at bay.

Authorities have concentrated their attention on a cluster that emerged last week in the 

northeastern port city of Dalian, where officials said workers handled contaminated 

packaging of imported seafood.

More than three million people have been tested there and enclosed public venues 

including libraries, gyms and restaurants will be closed. Hong Kong’s leader Carrie 

Lam warned the financial hub was “on the verge of a large-scale community outbreak, 

which may lead to a collapse of our hospital system and cost lives, especially of the 

elderly”.

10,000 pilgrims

The annual Haj pilgrimage to Saudi Arabia’s Mecca drew 2.5 million Muslims last 

year, but in 2020 just 10,000 already living in the kingdom will be allowed in. The 

chosen ones were subject to electronic tagging, temperature checks and quarantine 

as they began trickling into Mecca over the weekend.

‘Pressure put by China on India will change their dynamics’
Calling the disengagement of Indian and Chinese troops along the Line of Actual 

Control (LAC) “a good thing”, a senior Trump administration official said the pressure 

China had put on India would have a long-term impact on their dynamics.

“This [troop disengagement] is a good thing and we hope this continues. But I think 

that the pressure that China put on India on the LAC will have a long-term impact 

on how India views the relationship. It will change the dynamics between the two,” 

said Lisa Curtis, Deputy Assistant to President Donald Trump and Director of the 

U.S. National Security Council’s South and Central Asia Bureau. Ms. Curtis was 

responding to a question on the evolution of China’s involvement in South Asia at a 

seminar organised by Brookings, a think tank.



aspirantforum.com
THE CRUX OF THE HINDU AND PIB

asp
iran

tforum.co
m

     JULY
     2020
     VOL.71

    International

Visit aspirantforum.com for Guidance and Study Material for IAS Exam

“India demonstrated that it has the will and the capabilities to stand up to China. 

Of course, it played the economic card by banning the Chinese apps and putting 

a hold on Chinese investment contracts. And I think the rest of the Indo-Pacific 

region is watching this very carefully,” Ms. Curtis said, saying the region would be 

“encouraged by India’s resolve.”

In her keynote address at the virtual event, Ms. Curtis called the India-U.S. 

relationship a “success story” and said “few countries in the world are more familiar 

with Chinese malign influence than India”.

“But our partnership with India is about much more than economics and security. 

It’s also about the democratic traditions that have made both of our countries more 

prosperous and secure,” Ms. Curtis said.

On China’s influence in India’s neighbourhood, Ms. Curtis said the country had 

been getting involved not just economically in Sri Lanka and Nepal, but also in their 

internal politics. Bangladesh, as per Ms. Curtis, was showing “more resiliency” and 

seeking “ to balance its foreign relationships”.

‘Crown jewel’ in BRI

The China-Pakistan relationship, Ms. Curtis said, had grown from a very close 

security partnership to Pakistan increasingly depending on China through loans 

and through the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), which Ms. Curtis had 

earlier referred to as the “crown jewel” in China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).

“Chinese pledges for CPEC now exceed $60 billion, but CPEC is not foreign aid, nor 

is it the equity investment that drove China’s own development,” she said. “CPEC 

is financed by sovereign debt and needs to be paid back. The risk is borne by the 

Pakistani people. Yet the benefits accrued primarily to the Chinese Communist 

Party,” she said, presenting the U.S. as a preferable alternative to China as an 

investor. The U.S. does not want to “contain China’s development” and will work 

with it when interests align, Ms Curtis said.

“Even as the U.S. competes with China in South and central Asia, we welcome 

cooperation where interest align. In Afghanistan, for example, China has supported 
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calls for reduction in violence in order to create an environment conducive to inter-

Afghan negotiations.”

More risks

In response to a question on how likely it was that a “cold war” situation with China 

would become a “hot war” situation, Ms. Curtis said both sides would want to 

prevent tensions from escalating, but the U.S. is willing to accept more risks in the 

relationship.

“Clearly tensions are rising. But I think that each side would want to control those 

tensions from escalating,” Ms. Curtis said.

“ …The U.S. is willing to accept more risks in the relationship. I think each side will 

have to get used to, sort of, these new guidelines that will be directing U.S. policy in 

the region as we move forward.”

Ms. Curtis said there would be a deepening of the U.S.-India partnership based on 

a commitment both countries have to an open and transparent region in the Indo 

Pacific. “ You will see more of a focus on building up that relationship...”

Hong Kong democracy activist vows to appeal sacking by 
university
A prominent Hong Kong democracy activist   vowed to appeal his sacking by a top 

university as city leaders and education chiefs were accused of failing to defend 

academic freedoms under Beijing’s tightening grip.

Law professor Benny Tai, 56, said he was fired   by a disciplinary committee at 

the University of Hong Kong (HKU) after he was jailed last year for taking part in 

pro-democracy protests. In a Facebook post  , Mr. Tai said he would appeal the 

university’s decision and consider launching a judicial review.

Appeal to Lam

He also made a personal appeal to city leader Carrie Lam, a pro-Beijing appointee. 

“Though I know this is a futile process, Carrie Lam cannot evade... her responsibility 



aspirantforum.com
THE CRUX OF THE HINDU AND PIB

asp
iran

tforum.co
m

     JULY
     2020
     VOL.71

    International

Visit aspirantforum.com for Guidance and Study Material for IAS Exam

of infringing Hong Kong’s academic freedom,” wrote Mr. Tai, accusing Beijing of 

influencing the university’s decision. Mr. Tai is a leading figure within Hong Kong’s 

pro-democracy movement.

The Liaison Office, which represents Beijing’s government in the semi-autonomous 

city, released a statement late   calling Mr. Tai “evil” and welcoming his removal.

The sacking has sent a new chill through the semi-autonomous city’s campuses 

already rattled by Beijing imposition of a sweeping national security law last month 

that has begun to criminalise certain political views.

‘A martyr’

“Benny Tai has become a martyr to civil disobedience,” Joseph Chan, a political 

science professor at HKU, wrote on his Facebook page.

Sophie Richardson, a China expert with Human Rights Watch, said international 

universities should now reassess their relationship with HKU.

Joshua Wong, a prominent student activist who has also served jail time for leading 

protests wrote: “#Beijing now extends its reach to academic freedoms in #HK.”

The university has yet to issue a statement outlining why Mr. Tai was sacked and 

how it came to the decision.

Indians the biggest group getting Australia citizenship
More than 38,000 Indians became Australian citizens in 2019-2020, a 60% increase 

from the previous year and the largest diaspora group to be granted the country’s 

citizenship.

Out of the over 2,00,000 people who became Australian citizens in 2019-2020, 

38,209 were Indians, the highest number on record, followed by 25,011 Britishers, 

14,764 Chinese and 8,821 Pakistanis.

Australia’s Acting Minister for Immigration, Citizenship, Migrant Services and 

Multicultural Affairs Alan Tudge said citizenship was an important part of Australia’s 

success as a socially cohesive, multicultural nation. “Becoming an Australian citizen 
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means more than just living and working here — it’s a pledge of allegiance to our 

nation, our people and our values...,” Mr. Tudge said.

During the ongoing COVID-19 health crisis, the Australian government has started 

online ceremonies which have seen over 60,000 people being conferred the 

citizenship. The Department of Home Affairs is resuming citizenship interviews and 

testing in line with COVID-19 health advice.

As per the Australian Bureau of Statistics’s 2016 census, 6,19,164 people in 

Australia declared that they were of ethnic Indian ancestry. This comprises 2.8% of 

the Australian population. Among those, 5,92,000 were born in India.

Protesting is a fundamental right: UN
As authorities worldwide grapple with swelling demonstrations over issues like 

political rights and racial justice, a UN committee reaffirmed   that protesting 

peacefully, online or in person, is a fundamental human right.

The independent experts on the Human Rights Committee published a fresh 

interpretation of the right of peaceful assembly, offering comprehensive legal 

guidance about where and how it applies and also outlining governments’ obligations. 

The committee, made up of 18 independent experts, is tasked with monitoring 

how countries implement the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

(ICCPR), which under Article 21 guarantees the right to peaceful assembly.
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India, Sri Lanka hold talks over debt
India is holding “close and constructive” discussions with Sri Lanka, on Colombo’s 

pending requests for rescheduling its debt repayment and for currency swap 

facilities under bilateral and SAARC arrangements, the Indian mission here said.

Indian High Commissioner Gopal Baglay held discussions “at senior levels” in 

Colombo   and Tuesday, the statement issued by the High Commission said, on 

taking forward ongoing discussions.

Virtual talks

The press release comes two days after The Hindu reported that ‘with India yet to 

respond on debt freeze request, Sri Lanka turns to China’ for further assistance. 

Sri Lankan Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa had sought a moratorium on the 

debt owed by Colombo — totalling $960 million — during his New Delhi visit in 

February this year. The request “was under consideration”, officials in the Ministry 

of External Affairs had told The Hindu , adding that they were waiting to hear from 

Colombo on possible dates for the virtual talks New Delhi had suggested.

“The matter [Sri Lanka’s requests] had been taken up at the leadership level and 

has been followed up by senior functionaries bilaterally,” the High Commission’s 

statement said  , adding that India “remains committed to partner Sri Lanka closely” 

for the latter’s sustained economic recovery and shared prosperity in the post-

COVID world.

Economy under strain

Sri Lanka’s mounting external debt was a concern even before the coronavirus 

pandemic, but its impact has aggravated the strain on the island’s nation’s economy 

that is saddled with loans — bilateral, multilateral and in the international money 

market — amounting to billions of dollars.

This year alone, Sri Lanka is scheduled to repay $2.9 billion of its debt, which 

Colombo is reportedly trying to reschedule with bilateral partners. It is unclear how 

Sri Lanka will repay the apparently non-negotiable $1 billion international sovereign 
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bond maturing this October.

While economists and experts have been arguing that Sri Lanka must avoid 

resorting to further debt in this situation, Colombo appears to have few other 

options in hand.

Sri Lanka is in talks with the IMF, from whom it sought a rapid financing instrument 

in April. Following the global pandemic, Beijing has pledged a loan of $500 million 

to help Colombo deal with its immediate impact. Sri Lanka already owes China 

about $5 billion. Further, upon Sri Lanka’s request, the China Development Bank 

(CDB)   entered into a $140 million-facility agreement with the Bank of Ceylon, 

drawn under two tranches of $70 million each to help the State-owned bank cope 

amid the pandemic.

‘India should oppose annexation’
Calling on India to oppose Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s plans 

to go ahead with the annexation of about a third of West Bank territories with a 

possible vote on July 1, the Palestinian government said the move would end the 

effectiveness of any future negotiations in the conflict.

“We need India to maintain its support to the right of the Palestinian people to 

self-determination and statehood,” Majdi El Khaldi, the Senior Diplomatic Advisor 

to Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, told The Hindu . “We urge India to 

strongly oppose any unilateral actions and violations of international law in the 

Palestinian Territories, including the Israeli annexation of Palestinian lands by 

force,” he added.

It is unclear whether the Israeli government will indeed go ahead with the vote  

, given deep differences between Mr. Netanyahu and his “alternate” PM and 

Defence Minister Benny Gantz, who has publicly said that battling the COVID-19 

pandemic was a bigger priority for Israel at present. However Mr. Netanyahu said 

that the final decision would be made by him, not Mr. Gantz.
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The Ministry of External Affairs declined to comment on the issue, and the government 

has thus far issued no statement on Mr. Netanyahu’s stated plans, that were part 

of his election promises, to pass a Cabinet vote enacting sovereignty rights over 

the Jordan Valley, 132 Israeli settlements and other areas totalling about 30% the 

West Bank. The annexation is a part of US President Donald Trump’s “peace plan” 

authored by his advisor and son-in-law Jared Kushner. Under an agreement amongst 

partners in Israel’s ruling coalition, the enactment can proceed from July 1.

PM Narendra Modi has spoken to Israeli PM Netanyahu three times in the past four 

months, mainly to discuss cooperation during the pandemic, but officials would not 

comment on whether the annexation issue had been raised between them. The 

officials suggested that India would wait and watch developments before reacting. 

In January, India had disapproved of the U.S.-Israel peace plan, reiterating India’s 

“consistent support for the Palestinian cause”.

Palestinian Ambassador Adnan Abu Al-Haija said India, which has just won a two-

year non-permanent seat at the UNSC beginning January 2021, would have an 

international role to play on the issue. “Israel’s termination of the possibility for a 

negotiated settlement will require States, including India, to rise to their legal and 

political responsibilities, especially members of the Security Council with due regard 

for their duty to ensure international peace and security,” Mr. Al-Haija said.

Nepal party leaders tell PM Oli to prove India charge or 
resign
Two days after Nepal Prime Minister K P Sharma Oli claimed that India was trying 

to topple his government with support from some politicians at home, party leaders, 

including three former prime ministers, Tuesday asked him to prove his allegations 

or quit.

Speaking at a closed-door standing committee meeting of the ruling Nepal Communist 

Party, Pushpa Kamal Dahal Prachanda, Madhav Kumar Nepal and Jhalnath Khanal, 
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as well as former deputy PM Bamdeb Gautam, demanded that Oli resign, having 

failed on every count.

Prachanda said at the outset that Oli’s allegation against India was wrong. “Not 

India, it is me who is demanding your resignation. You must furnish proof of such 

irresponsible remarks,” Dahal is believed to have said.

According to a member of the standing committee, Khanal, Madhav Nepal and 

Gautam accused Oli of being insensitive and irresponsible in his remarks against a 

friendly country.

Trying to defend his allegations, the PM shot back, “How come accounts of a 

confidential meeting are getting reported verbatim in the Indian media?”

Speaking at a function at his official residence  , Oli had said India was out to bring 

down his government in collaboration with some Nepali leaders, and that the content 

in certain Indian media as well as activities of the Indian Embassy in Kathmandu 

proved this.

Meanwhile, in an interview to the Nepal government-owned The Rising Nepal 

published  , Chinese Ambassador to Nepal Hou Yanqi criticised remarks made by 

Indian Army Chief Gen M M Naravane that the anti-India protests in Nepal over 

border issues might be “at the behest of China”.

Without mentioning Naravane by name, Hou said, “Any so-called ‘Nepal at the 

behest of China’ accusation is baseless and comes with ulterior motives… Such 

accusations are not only an insult to the will of the independent country of Nepal 

and the consensus of the Nepali people , but are also endeavours directed at the 

disruption of China-Nepal relations.”

Gautam, who was the most strident in his criticism of Oli at the party meeting, 

demanded that he resign both as PM and party chief.

Oli has come under criticism outside the party forum as well. Former PM Baburam 

Bhattarai, holding a rally, said Oli must furnish proof to substantiate his allegations 

against India. “If the Embassy of India is so actively engaged in toppling him, why 

don’t you expel their Ambassador?” he asked.
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Dr Prakash Chandra Lohani, co-chairman of the pro-monarchy Rastriya Prajatantra 

Party and a former foreign affairs minister, said, “Oli will not require anyone to oust 

him. He is in a hurry to oust himself.”

Rabindra Mishra, who heads the Sajha Party, said Oli needed “psycho-social 

counseling”.

In her interview, Ambassador Hou said the support to the Oli government by all 

parties over the dispute regarding border areas with India showed that public opinion 

was on his side over safeguarding Nepal’s “sovereignty and territorial integrity”.

She added, “I would like to reiterate that the Chinese side has always respected the 

sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Nepali side. The issue of Kalapani involves 

Nepal and India. We hope the two countries will resolve their differences properly 

through friendly consultations and refrain from taking any unilateral action that may 

complicate the situation. China’s position on this issue has not changed.”

India, China agree to hold more talks to resolve LAC stand-
off
The third round of Corps Commander-level talks   between India and China, the 

second one after the June 15 Galwan Valley clashes, yielded the promise of more 

talks at the military and diplomatic levels to disengage at the “face-off sites” along 

the Line of Actual Control (LAC).

Twenty Indian soldiers were killed by Chinese troops in close-quarters combat 

in the Galwan Valley while Beijing has not given any official figure of its dead or 

wounded.

Rajnath to visit Ladakh

In another sign that India is now taking the Chinese build-up along the LAC seriously, 

it was made known that Defence Minister Rajnath Singh would visit Ladakh.

“Both sides have emphasised the need for an expeditious, phased and stepwise 

de-escalation as a priority,” an Indian military source said. “This is in keeping with 
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the agreement between the External Affairs Minister and his Chinese counterpart 

during their conversation on June 17 that the overall situation would be handled 

in a responsible manner, and that both sides would implement the disengagement 

understanding of June 6 sincerely.”

To achieve this, more meetings are expected both at the military and diplomatic 

levels to arrive at a mutually agreeable solution and to ensure peace and tranquillity 

along the LAC as per bilateral agreements and protocols, the source stated.

The talks between Lt. Gen. Harinder Singh, General Officer Commanding of the Leh-

based 14 Corps, and Maj. Gen. Liu Lin, Commander of the South Xinjiang Military 

District, began around 11 a.m. at the border meeting point at Chushul on the Indian 

side and went on for more than 12 hours.

The process of disengagement was complex, the source said.

The meeting was long and held in a business-like manner, keeping in view the 

COVID-19 protocols. The discussions reflected the commitment of both sides to 

reduce the tensions along the LAC.

Responding to questions on the talks, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Zhao 

Lijian said, “The two sides continue working towards implementing the consensus 

reached at the two earlier rounds of commander-level talks and made progress in 

effective measures by front-line troops to disengage and de-escalate the situation.”

India loses jurisdiction over Italian marines case
The Government of India said it was studying an international tribunal’s ruling that 

the Italian marines accused of killing two fishermen in the waters off the Kerala coast 

on February 15, 2012, held “immunity” and would face a trial in Italy, not India. While 

the tribunal held in Italy’s favour the main submission, of jurisdiction, it found merit 

in India’s counter-claim that the marines on board “Enrica Lexie” had violated the 

freedom of navigation rights under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the 

Sea (UNCLOS) by shooting at fishing boat “St. Antony” and should pay compensation 
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to the victims’ families, the boat owner and crew members.

Marines’ claim

In their defence, the marines claimed they mistook the fishermen for “pirates” and 

that the shooting occurred in international waters.

In its submissions, India had called on the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) 

UNCLOS tribunal to “adjudge and declare that it [PCA] has no jurisdiction with 

respect to the case submitted to it by Italy”.

India’s trade deficit with China dips to $48.66 bn
India’s trade deficit with China fell to $48.66 billion in 2019-20 on account of the 

decline in imports from the neighbouring country, according to government data.

Exports to China in the last financial year stood at $16.6 billion, while imports 

aggregated at $65.26 billion, the data showed. The trade deficit stood at $53.56 

billion in 2018-19 and $63 billion in 2017-18.

India has time and again raised concerns over the widening trade deficit with China. 

The government is framing technical regulations and quality norms for several 

products to reduce dependence on Chinese imports.

It has also imposed anti-dumping duties on several goods.Foreign Direct Investment 

(FDI) from China in India has dipped to $163.78 million in 2019-20 from $229 million 

in the previous fiscal, according to the data.

India had received $350.22 million in FDI from the neighbouring country in 2017-18 

and $277.25 million in 2016-17.

During the period from April 2000 to March 2020, India attracted FDI worth $2.38 

billion from China.

In April, the government tightened FDI norms coming from the countries which share 

land border with India. As per the amended FDI policy, a company or an individual 

from a country that shares land border with India can invest in any sector only after 

getting government approval.
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‘Banning of Chinese apps is a digital strike’
Union Minister for Communication and Information Technology Ravi Shankar 

Prasad   termed the banning of 59 Chinese apps by the government earlier this week 

a “digital strike.” He said India wanted peace but was capable of giving a befitting 

reply to anyone casting an evil eye on it. He was addressing a virtual rally attended 

by members and leaders of the West Bengal BJP unit in the ongoing “Jan Samvad” 

series of virtual rallies by the party.

Hailing the “strong” leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Mr. Prasad asserted 

that “if India lost 20 soldiers in the Galwan Valley border clash, the toll is double on 

the Chinese side” and that was probably the reason the Chinese government had 

not made any public declaration of casualty figures.

“When people from China tried to create pressure on LAC [Line of Actual Control], 

our soldiers gave them a befitting reply ... if our 20 jawans have sacrificed their lives, 

the toll is double on the Chinese side. You all must have noticed that they have not 

come out with any figure,” Mr. Prasad said. He added that “nowadays we only hear 

of two ‘Cs’, coronavirus and China.”

‘Will to deliver’

“When our Prime Minister is saying that the sacrifice of our jawans won’t go in vain, 

it has a meaning in terms of national security. Our government has the will to deliver. 

All of us are aware of the courage of our Prime Minister,” he added. “It’s not the India 

of 1962,” he said. Insisting that India carried out a “digital strike” to protect the data of 

countrymen, Mr. Prasad sought to know why the ruling Trinamool Congress (TMC) 

was opposing the ban on Chinese apps.

“For us, the privacy and protection of data of our countrymen are supreme. As IT 

Minister, we decided to ban 59 apps to protect data. We won’t compromise on the 

issue of data security and national integration. India knows how to protect its borders 

and also knows how to carry out a digital strike,” he asserted. “We are witnessing a 

strange trend in Bengal. The ruling TMC had earlier asked why we were not banning 
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the apps. Now they want to know why we are banning the apps. This is strange, 

why can’t they stand with the government at the time of crisis,” he said. Trinamool 

Congress MP Nusrat Jahan had   criticised the banning of TikTok as an “eyewash” 

and a superficial decision.

Slams CPI(M)

Mr. Prasad also attacked the CPI(M) over its “silence” on the Sino-India border 

confrontation. “I am surprised why the CPI(M) has not criticised China. We saw an 

article in CPI(M) mouthpiece where it said India had angered China by removing 

Article 370 from Kashmir. Is it the same CPI(M) that it was in 1962? Is it still speaking 

the same language of 1962 in 2020?” he said.

Indicating that the Citizenship (Amendment) Act would be a major electoral plank 

in the West Bengal Assembly polls due next year, Mr. Prasad wondered why the 

anti-CAA protesters had gone silent on the issue of China. “This law was brought in 

to help the refugees, what is the harm in it? In Bengal, we used to witness a lot of 

protests in some universities, our Union Ministers and the State Governor were not 

allowed to enter. I wonder where are those anti-CAA protesters, why have they gone 

silent on China issue?” he said.

Mr. Prasad also attacked the Mamata Banerjee government over what he termed its 

reluctance to facilitate the return of its people during the COVID-19 lockdown.

“Uttar Pradesh brought back its 25 lakh migrant workers, Bihar brought back 20 lakh 

workers. I want to ask how many Shramik Special trains were allowed in Bengal. 

She [Mamata] had said that these special migrant trains were bringing more COVID-

19 positive people into the State. Such statements are unacceptable,” he said.

With economic measures, India seeks to turn tables on 
China
India is considering a range of economic measures aimed at Chinese firms amid the 

border tensions. The move to ban 59 Chinese apps may be just the start, with other 



aspirantforum.com
THE CRUX OF THE HINDU AND PIB

asp
iran

tforum.co
m

     JULY
     2020
     VOL.71

    India and 
the World

Visit aspirantforum.com for Guidance and Study Material for IAS Exam

measures likely to follow if tensions along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) continue, 

without disengagement.

 , Power Minister R.K. Singh said India would not import power equipment from 

China — worth $2 to $3 billion annually — while Minister for Road Transport and 

Highways Nitin Gadkari said on July 1 Chinese companies would not be allowed 

to take part in road projects. Reports have said the government is considering 

trade and procurement curbs targeting China. The government is also increasing 

scrutiny of Chinese investments in many sectors, and weighing a decision to keep 

out Chinese companies from 5G trials.

The moves could potentially cost Chinese companies billions of dollars. The 

message from Delhi is it cannot continue trade and investment relations as normal, 

if China does not agree to return to the status quo of April before its incursions along 

the LAC began.

The Chinese government has hit out at the measures, while state media have widely 

criticised calls in India to boycott Chinese goods. China is itself no stranger to such 

moves, having frequently deployed economic countermeasures, from restricting 

market access to boycotting goods, in the midst of its own disputes, with countries 

ranging from South Korea and Japan to the Philippines.

China’s state media spearheaded a boycott of South Korean goods in 2016 and 

2017, when Seoul deployed the U.S. Terminal High-Altitude Area Defense missile 

system. China then placed curbs on outbound tourism to South Korea, and closed 

almost 90 Korean-owned Lotte Mart stores in the mainland. In 2010, China began 

restricting exports of rare earths elements to Japan — a key ingredient for many 

electronics industries — following a collision near disputed East China Sea Islands. 

Two years later, mass protests were organised by China over the islands issue, 

which led to boycotts of Japanese brands. With the Philippines, a dispute over the 

Scarborough Shoal in the South China Sea in 2012 led to China curbing imports on 

bananas.
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China’s leverage

In all those relationships, China had particular leverage that it used to inflict immediate 

economic pain. In the India-China economic relationship, where trade is lopsided in 

China’s favour, both sides have different levers that they could turn to, but options 

are tilted in China’s favour because China is far less dependent on India’s market 

than India is on Chinese imports.

India’s biggest lever is its market. For TikTok, one of the 59 apps banned, India is the 

biggest overseas market with more than 100 million users. While the parent company 

ByteDance reported modest earnings of $5.8 million in 2018-19, its first full year in 

India, a source close to the company told the Chinese finance magazine Caixin that 

ByteDance “is anticipating a loss of more than $6 billion, most likely more than the 

combined losses for all the other Chinese companies behind the other 58 apps 

banned in India.”

If India does have leverage that could hurt potential revenues of Chinese companies, 

the problem for New Delhi is China could inflict immediate economic pain should it 

choose to. In 2019-20, India’s imports from China accounted for $65 billion out of 

two-way trade of $82 billion. India relies on China for crucial imports for many of 

its industries, from auto components to active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs). 

Between 70% to 90% of APIs come from China.

Industry representatives have expressed concern over delays in customs clearances. 

If China curtailed exports to India, consequences would be more serious.

India faces difficult choices and needs to be selective in its measures, said former 

Foreign Secretary Shyam Saran. “You have to choose areas where you don’t get 

hurt more than they do,” he told The Hindu . “TikTok is a good candidate as India is 

their largest market. Telecom is another. This is a huge market for Huawei.”

Whether India’s measures will influence China’s behaviour on the border will 

ultimately depend on Beijing’s calculus, and whether its perceived gains from the 

current border stand-offs outweigh the potential costs of losing a key market.
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‘India won’t import power equipment from China’
Union Power Minister R.K. Singh   said India will not import power equipment 

from China, saying the sector, being strategic and essential, was vulnerable to 

cyberattacks.

At a virtual conference with the States, the Minister said equipment imports from 

China and Pakistan would not be permitted.

The State power distribution companies should not place orders with Chinese firms 

for equipment.

Highlighting the need for self-reliance in the sector, Mr. Singh said the country’s 

power equipment import bill was about Rs. 71,000 crore during 2018-19, including 

purchases worth over Rs. 20,000 crore from China, even when the country had 

manufacturing facilities. As the sector was vulnerable to cyberattacks, Mr. Singh 

said, the imported equipment would be checked for any malware like Trojan.

India set for more talks on LAC
A day after Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s surprise visit to the Union Territory 

of Ladakh, the government is preparing for the next round of the meeting of the 

‘Special Representatives of India and China on the Boundary Question,’ as it looks 

for military and diplomatic measures to ease the tensions along the Line of Actual 

Control (LAC) in Ladakh, according to a senior Home Ministry official.

The Hindu has not been able to confirm the date of the meeting.

National Security Adviser Ajit Doval, who is India’s Special Representative, met his 

Chinese counterpart last on December 21, 2019, in New Delhi. It was agreed then 

“that an early settlement of the boundary question serves the fundamental interests 

of both countries”.

Mr. Modi, who spent the day in Ladakh  , a first after the June 15 Galwan incident 

that killed 20 soldiers, had a “one-on-one” with Lt. Gen. Harinder Singh, GOC XIV 

‘Fire and Fury’ Corps. Lt. Gen. Singh is leading the Corps Commander level talks 
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with the Chinese. He has had three meetings — on June 6, 22 and 30 — with his 

Chinese counterpart, Maj. Gen. Liu Lin, Commander of the South Xinjiang Military 

region, since the build-up and the violent face-offs began in April-May.

China doubles down on claims on eastern Bhutan boundary
Days after Bhutan sent China a demarche protesting against Chinese claims to the 

Sakteng wildlife sanctuary in eastern Bhutan, Beijing has doubled down, including 

Bhutan’s “eastern sectors” to the boundary dispute between the two countries for 

the first time.

“The boundary between China and Bhutan has never been delimited. There have 

been disputes over the eastern, central and western sectors for a long time,” said 

the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in a statement to the media in Beijing. The 

MFA was responding to questions about China’s attempt last month to stop funding 

for the Sakteng sanctuary from the UN Development Program’s Global Environment 

Facility (GEF), on the grounds that it was “disputed” territory.

According to written records, there has been no mention of eastern Bhutan, or 

Trashigang Dzongkhag (district), where Sakteng is based, that borders Arunachal 

Pradesh, in 24 previous rounds of boundary negotiations held between the two 

countries, between 1984 and 2016. So far, the talks have been about three specific 

areas, including Jakarlung and Pasamlung in the north, and the Chumbi Valley, 

where Doklam is situated, in west Bhutan.

The negotiations have not been held since the Doklam stand-off between Indian and 

Chinese troops in 2017. In July 2018, Chinese Vice-Foreign Minister Kong Xuanyou 

visited Bhutan and met with the Bhutanese King, Prime Minister and other officials, 

but the 25th round of talks has not yet taken place. Sources said the talks could not 

be held in 2019 due to scheduling difficulties, and the coronavirus pandemic has 

delayed them further this year.

The Bhutanese government and its Embassy in Delhi declined to comment on the 
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issue.

Discreet silence

Bhutan has always maintained a discreet silence on its boundary negotiations 

with China, and it does not have any formal diplomatic relations with Beijing. The 

Ministry of External Affairs too declined to comment.

The Hindu has learnt that Bhutan had issued a demarche to the Chinese Embassy 

in New Delhi last month, protesting against the Chinese statement at the Global 

Environmental Facility meeting that decides on global grants for various projects. 

The Sakteng sanctuary has in the past, too, received such grants, including in 2018-

2019 for a project on preventing soil erosion, without any objection from China.

“Bhutan has sent a strong message to China,” said one source, adding that Bhutan’s 

response was also given through the GEF council meeting where China had raised 

the issue. At the time, Bhutan had assumed that since the Chinese representative 

was not a Foreign Ministry official, but a Deputy Director General (DDG) in the 

Chinese Financial and Monetary Cooperation Division, that the decision to stop the 

grant, which failed, was not thought through.

India-China standoff: India resets ‘One China’ position?
India   hinted at a possible rethink of its “One China” policy with several Indian 

officials wishing the Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai Lama on turning 85. This 

came amid signs of a possible start to lowering of tensions that had been simmering 

for two months along the border between the two countries with the people familiar 

with the development saying that India and China had begun the slow process of 

pulling out troops from the border.

Those who wished the Tibetan spiritual leader included Pema Khandu, chief minister 

of Arunachal Pradesh and the Lieutentant Governor of Ladakh R.K. Mathur besides 

Minister of State for Youth Affairs and Sports Kiren Rijiju and ruling Bharatiya Janata 
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Party’s National General Secretary Ram Madhav. While the greetings posted by all 

four on Twitter were seen as important, those posted by Khandu and Mathur were 

seen as significant given that both represented areas of India that China has intruded 

into or claims as part of its territory, a person familiar with the development said.

China claims 90,000 sq. km of Indian territory in Arunachal Pradesh and occupies 

around 38,000 sq. km in Ladakh which India claims as its territory. Also, under the 

China—Pakistan “boundary agreement signed in March 1963, Pakistan illegally 

ceded 5,180 sq. km of Indian territory in PoK (Pakistan-occupied Kashmir) to China,” 

according to Indian parliament records. The current tensions are due to China seeking 

to change its claims and make further inroads into Indian territory in Ladakh.

A second person familiar in the know of the matter said that it is customary for Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi and President Ram Nath Kovind to extend birthday greetings 

to the Dalai Lama for his birthday every year though it is not made public given 

China’s sensitivities on the matter. “I have no doubt that this year too, the greetings 

would have been extended by the president and prime minister,” the second person 

said.

Former foreign secretary Kanwal Sibal agreed that the Twitter posts from Chief 

Minister Khandu and Lieutenant General Mathur did send a message to China and 

hence was welcome under the current circumstances. But it did not make it clear 

whether New Delhi had taken a major decision to engage the Dalai Lama more 

at the official level, Sibal said. “New Delhi’s position may be not to complicate the 

situation” with negotiations ongoing between the two sides to defuse tensions that 

had mounted after China intruded into Indian territory at several points along the 

Line of Actual Control border. “Maybe India does not want to show its hand right now 

and is saving this option (ie clear indication of a review of the ‘One China’ policy) for 

a later time,” Sibal said. Still, someone like Prime Minister Modi greeting a spiritual 

leader like Dalai Lama on his 85th birthday could be in no way misconstrued by 

anyone politically, Sibal said.
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Russian scribe found guilty of ‘justifying terrorism’
A Russian journalist was found guilty   and handed a hefty fine for “justifying terrorism” 

in a case that sparked an outcry among her allies at home and rights groups abroad. 

Svetlana Prokopyeva, who is based in the northwestern city of Pskov, works for the 

Russian service of the U.S.-funded Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL) as 

a freelance contributor.

The 40-year-old was charged with publicly justifying terrorism over a column she 

wrote about a attack that targeted Russian security services in the north of the 

country in 2018.

The judge found Ms. Prokopyeva guilty, an AFP journalist in the Pskov courtroom 

reported, and ordered her to pay a fine of 500,000 rubles ($6,950). Her supporters 

in the courtroom shouted “shame” and “she is not guilty” as the judge read out the 

verdict.

Bombing incident

Prosecutors last week had asked the judge to jail Ms. Prokopyeva for six years 

and ban her from working in journalism for four years on the charges that carry a 

maximum sentence of seven years. The case has its origins in a November 2018 

bombing carried out by a 17-year-old anarchist who blew himself up in a Federal 

Security Service (FSB) building in Arkhangelsk in northern Russia, injuring three 

service members.

In her opinion piece, published by the Pskov affiliate of the Echo of Moscow radio 

station, Ms. Prokopyeva linked the teenager’s suicide bombing to the political 

climate under President Vladimir Putin. Dozens of human rights defenders signed a 

statement published by the Memorial rights group   denouncing the case as “openly 

political” with the goal of “intimidating Russian journalists”.

Human Rights Watch   said the ruling “creates another dangerous precedent.” More 

than 30 prominent Russian journalists spoke out in support of Ms. Prokopyeva in 

statements published online this month, and more than a dozen of her supporters 



asp
iran

tforum.co
m

aspirantforum.com
THE CRUX OF THE HINDU AND PIB

asp
iran

tforum.co
m

     JULY
     2020
     VOL.71

    India and 
the World

Visit aspirantforum.com for Guidance and Study Material for IAS Exam

were briefly detained last week.

Chinese region reports bubonic plague case
Authorities in China’s northern Inner Mongolia region have stepped up precautions 

after a herdsman was confirmed at the weekend to have the bubonic plague.

The man was in stable condition at a hospital in Bayannur, the city health commission 

said in a statement. The commission has forbidden the hunting and eating animals 

that could carry plague until the end of the year, and urged people to report any 

dead or diseased rodents. Though the highly-contagious plague is rare in China 

and can be treated, at least five people have died from it since 2014, according to 

China’s National Health Commission. Another suspected case involving a 15-year-

old was reported   in neighbouring Mongolia, state news agency Xinhua said.

Iran confirms significant damage at nuclear complex
An accident at a nuclear complex in Iran caused significant damage and could slow 

the production of centrifuges used to enrich uranium, the country’s atomic energy 

spokesman said.

The incident happened   at a warehouse under construction at the Natanz complex 

in central Iran, but caused no casualties or radioactive pollution, according to the 

Islamic republic’s nuclear body.

Security officials called it an accident. “There were no victims... but the damage 

is significant on a financial level,” Iranian Atomic Energy Organisation spokesman 

Behrouz Kamalvandi said  .

“In the medium term, this accident could slow down the development and production” 

of advanced centrifuges, he said. Natanz is one of Iran’s main uranium enrichment 

plants.
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Lesson on de-escalation from Doklam stand-off
he government must not agree to de-escalate the situation at the Line of Actual 

Control (LAC) in Ladakh without an agreement on returning to “ status quo ante ” or 

the situation before the stand-off began, said experts, who pointed to the outcome 

of the Doklam stand-off in 2017 as a marker.

“The lesson for us in Doklam is that disengagement is not enough in order to declare 

an end to tensions at the LAC. It is necessary that we define end points up to where 

the troops must withdraw to and no understanding should be reached without the 

restoration of status quo ante ,” said Ashok Kantha, former Ambassador to China 

and the Director of the Institute of Chinese Studies.

Monday’s statement

 , the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) issued a statement detailing a phone 

conversation between National Security Adviser Ajit Doval and his Chinese 

interlocutor Foreign Minister Wang Yi over which it was decided to disengage and 

de-escalate the military mobilisation at the Galwan Valley and other points of conflict 

between the Indian Army and the Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) that has 

lasted more than two months.

The three-paragraph statement issued was considerably longer than the MEA 

statement issued after the Doklam stand-off that lasted two-and-a-half months, from 

June 16 to August 28, 2017.

At the time, the “Press statement on Doklam disengagement understanding” had 

said only that the “expeditious disengagement of border personnel at the face-

off site at Doklam has been agreed to and is on-going”, as a result of diplomatic 

talks. Since then, the MEA has said in response to questions in Parliament, that the 

“ status quo ” has been maintained at the stand-off point, below the Indian post at 

Doko-La.

According to experts, however, while the disengagement brought an end to hostilities 

between India and China over China’s attempt to build a road near the India-China-
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Bhutan tri-junction area, transgressing into Bhutanese territory, it did not stop the 

PLA’s construction work right across the Doklam plateau.

“If the military only agrees on disengagement and de-escalation, it may end up at a 

disadvantage,” Mr. Kantha told The Hindu . “Today, the PLA has constructed major 

infrastructure and consolidated its position in Doklam..”

“My sense is that the variance in [Indian and Chinese statements] reflects the 

potential for future trouble for India à la Doklam,” said Lieutenant General (Retd) 

Prakash Menon, Director, Strategic Studies Programme, at Takshashila Institution, 

who formerly was a military adviser at the National Security Council Secretariat.

Maps accessed from Google Earth show that the development of the road towards 

the Torsa Nullah, at one end of the Jampheri ridge, which is Bhutanese territory, 

continued between December 2017- December 2019.

The images, part of a study released in May 2020 called “Doklam Update” by scholar 

Anirudh Kanisetti at the Bangalore-based Takshashila Institution, also traces images 

from 2009, when there was only vegetation on the plateau and surrounding areas, 

and now, when roads, buildings and trenches can be seen.

Government sources who did not wish to be identified said that the satellite pictures 

and ground reports show PLA troops had resumed construction activity in the Doklam 

plateau a few months after the disengagement, and had consolidated positions 

across the 90 sq. km. Doklam plateau by the end of 2018. The sources said that 

the PLA has made two “black-top” or asphalt roads inside the disputed territory with 

Bhutan, which are extensions of two Chinese roads, to the east and to the south.

‘Road work completed’

“The southern one has now reached up to the junction of Amo Chu and Torsa Nullah, 

thereby extending the Chinese Claim Line well into the territory,” said the sources.

Effectively this means that the Chinese have gone around India’s objections and 

used a more circuitous route, but completed their road building project, the sources 

said.

Given the precedent, China’s latest claim on eastern Bhutan that abuts Arunachal 
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Pradesh, where another tri-junction exists, should be watched closely as well, they 

said.

‘Why was China allowed to justify Galwan clash’
A day after India and China announced disengagement and de-escalation at the 

Ladakh border, former Congress president Rahul Gandhi   asked why India did 

not insist on restoring status quo ante , allowed China to ‘justify’ the Galwan Valley 

clash and did not mention territorial sovereignty over the Valley.

In a tweet, he said the Government of India was duty-bound to protect national 

interest.

The Congress had insisted on restoring the status that existed on the borders before 

May 5. Lok Sabha member and former Minister of State for External Affairs Shashi 

Tharoor too stressed on restoring status quo ante .

“Disengagement is welcome, but means little unless the status quo ante is restored. 

Otherwise we’ll yet again see both sides declare peace, with China having changed 

the facts on the ground & moved the LAC closer to where it wants. The May-June 

status cannot become the ‘new normal’ ”, tweeted Mr. Tharoor.

Mr. Gandhi asked on Twitter: “National interest is paramount. GOI’s duty is to protect 

it. Then, 1. Why has Status Quo Ante not been insisted on? 2. Why is China allowed 

to justify the murder of 20 unarmed jawans in our territory? 3. Why is there no 

mention of the territorial sovereignty of Galwan valley?”

Sharing the Indian and the Chinese press statements, Mr. Gandhi highlighted a 

sentence from the China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs that read, “The right and wrong 

of what happened in the Galwan Valley on the western sector of the China-India 

boundary is very clear. China will continue safeguarding our territorial sovereignty 

as well as peace and tranquillity in the border areas”.

 , senior Congress leader Anand Sharma described it as a positive development but 

sought to praise the armed forces for “standing firm to protect India’s territory”.
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After Galwan Valley, troops on both sides start pulling back 
in Hot Springs sector
A day after they moved back from Patrolling Point 14 (PP14) in Galwan 

Valley, Chinese and Indian troops have started stepping back at PP15 and PP17A 

(Gogra) in the Hot Springs sector of Ladakh as part of efforts to reduce tensions 

along the Line of Actual Control.

Senior sources in the Army said China is dismantling its structures and moving back 

troops at these two locations.

Indian troops, the sources said, are also stepping back to create space between the 

forces. This reduces chances of a clash, as happened in Galwan Valley on June 15, 

during the disengagement process.

Both sides, sources said, have moved back troops by more than 1 km at each of 

these locations and neither side will patrol the de facto buffer zones as long as 

the current tensions continue. These limits on patrolling, sources said, will not be 

permanent.

The pullback of troops is in line with the understanding reached between the Corps 

Commanders during their talks at the Chushul border point on June 30.

“The present restrictions have been mutually agreed by both sides to avoid friction 

and violent incidents because tempers are high on both sides,” a top source in the 

Army said. “Joint verification of re-location of camps is going on to see that landform 

is restored and trust built,” the source said.

“Patrolling will commence after all phases of disengagement and de-escalation are 

completed,” the source said.

Another senior Army officer underlined that “this is not going to be a permanent 

arrangement and India has not forgone its rights to patrol the LAC”.

Sources said Chinese troops are expected to move back completely from PP 15, 

along with their structures and tents, by Wednesday, and it may take another two-

three days for them to vacate PP17A.
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All of India’s Patrolling Points lie just before the LAC. While Indian troops have also 

stepped back, China would have moved behind the Indian claim of LAC from these 

friction points.

In Pangong Tso, however, there has been “marginal” thinning of Chinese troops on 

the north bank of Pangong Tso, and the situation there continues to be tense since 

China still occupies territory up to Finger 4. The Chinese have come in 8 km, west 

of Finger 8 which India says marks the LAC.

Sources said the next steps will be decided when the Corps Commanders meet 

again. “First steps discussed in the previous meeting have to be implemented on 

ground,” a source said, adding that “all steps have not been decided” regarding de-

escalation from depth areas and the presence of Chinese troops in the Depsang 

Plains, not far from Daulat Beg Oldie, India’s strategic outpost near the Karakoram 

Pass.

 The Indian Express reported that verification teams had confirmed that both sides 

had removed all structures from PP14 in Galwan Valley, and that there were about 

1500 soldiers on each side at PP17A.

The rearward movement from Galwan Valley, Hot Springs and Gogra Post is the 

first step towards disengagement. Both sides continue to be cautious because of 

the lack of trust between the forces, aggravated by the June 15 clashes at PP14 

which led to casualties on both sides, with India losing 20 troops.

Meanwhile, Delhi has made it clear that it will continue to build its infrastructure in 

the border areas.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh chaired a high-level meeting to “review the 

progress of various infrastructure projects under construction in border areas,” the 

government said.

The meeting was attended by Director General of Border Roads Organisation Lt 

General Harpal Singh, along with senior officials of the Ministry of Defence.

Sources said the BRO has been asked to enhance work on strategically important 
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roads connecting forward positions.

 “The state of forward connectivity to border areas was reviewed and the consistent 

need of boosting the ongoing projects and to expedite the construction of strategic 

roads, bridges and tunnels in the border areas was discussed,” the government 

said.

Sources said work on the 255-km Darbuk-Shyok-Daulat Beg Oldie (DSDBO) 

road will continue, and a 46-km stretch will be completed before October. China 

has objected to the DSDBO road which links Indian posts in north and eastern 

Ladakh.

The BRO will also complete construction of bridges to improve road connectivity in 

eastern Ladakh by October, making accessible 99 per cent of forward positions in 

the region.

China defends WHO, lashes out at U.S. move to withdraw
China   defended the World Health Organization (WHO) and lashed out at the U.S. 

decision to withdraw from the UN body.

Foreign Ministry spokesperson Zhao Lijian said the move was “another 

demonstration of the U.S. pursuing unilateralism, withdrawing from groups and 

breaking contracts”.

WHO is “the most authoritative and professional international institution in the field 

of global public health security,” Mr. Zhao said at a daily briefing.

The U.S. departure from the organisation “undermines the international anti-

epidemic efforts, and in particular has a serious negative impact on developing 

countries in urgent need of international support,” Mr. Zhao said.

The Trump administration formally notified the UN   of its withdrawal from WHO, 

although the pull-out won’t take effect until next year. That means it could be 

reversed by a new administration or if circumstances change.

U.S. President’s criticism
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President Donald Trump has harshly criticised WHO over its response to the 

pandemic and accused it of bowing to Chinese influence. Mr. Trump said in a White 

House announcement that Chinese officials “ignored” their reporting obligations to 

WHO and pressured the organisation to mislead the public about an outbreak that 

has now killed more than 1,30,000 Americans.

The move was immediately assailed by health officials and critics of the 

administration, including numerous Democrats who said it would cost the U.S. 

influence in the global arena while undermining an important institution that is 

leading vaccine development efforts and drug trials to address the pandemic.

The withdrawal notice was sent to UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres   and 

will take effect in a year, on July 6, 2021.

The U.S. is WHO’s largest donor and provides it with more than $450 million 

per year, but owes about $200 million in current and past dues. Those financial 

obligations must be met before a U.S. withdrawal can be finalised.

Four-pillar approach on China
As it works with Beijing to reduce tensions along the Line of Actual Control in 

Ladakh, New Delhi has decided on a four-pronged disengagement approach: 

lower the public rhetoric, temporarily suspend patrolling of buffer zones by either 

side, mount sustained surveillance and reconnaissance of friction points, and keep 

adequate troops in depth areas until the process is completed.

This four-pillar approach, which had been in the works since the June 24 meeting 

of the Working Mechanism for Consultation & Coordination on India-China Border 

Affairs and the June 30 meeting of Corps Commanders on the two sides, was firmed 

up at a briefing by National Security Advisor Ajit Doval to Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi following the Special Representative-level talks with Chinese State 

Councillor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi on July 5.
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Besides the Prime Minister and the NSA, External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar, 

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and Home Minister Amit Shah were instrumental in 

finalising this approach. It was done between the evening of July 5 and the afternoon 

of July 6.

The Indian Express has been told about these approaches to the disengagement 

exercise:

Lower the public rhetoric, give some diplomatic and conciliatory space to both sides 

for an honourable exit from the impasse. This was reflected in the Indian statement 

on the SR-level talks. It did not raise the issue of Galwan Valley nor did it talk about 

the atmosphere being vitiated – unlike the previous statements.

Suspend patrolling temporarily, disengage and step back 1.5 km on each side. The 

buffer zone created reduces the possibility of a clash during disengagement and does 

away with the eyeball-to-eyeball situation. This has been communicated to ground-

level troops, and is being called a temporary measure to build confidence. It does 

not mean that either side is forfeiting the right to patrol up to their patrolling limits. 

A template for this exists – the disengagement after the Chumar standoff in 

September 2014. That situation was resolved only after Prime Minister Modi raised 

the issue with Chinese President Xi Jinping who was then visiting India. Both sides 

agreed not to patrol for a few weeks, and then there was snowfall which ruled out 

patrols till the next summer.

Aggressive surveillance and reconnaissance of friction points and the entire standoff 

frontier. This has been necessitated by the trust deficit between the two sides. The 

government maintains there is adequate capability, and help from international partners, 

to get real-time intelligence on any Chinese attempt to change the status quo by stealth. 

“Don’t trust, verify.” That’s the mantra in New Delhi after the bitter experience of the 

June 15 incident in Galwan Valley where 20 Indian Army personnel were killed in 

clashes with Chinese troops. India has enough assets in play: images via satellites, 

unmanned aerial vehicles and aerial surveillance, and the backing of “like-minded 
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countries”. It is confident that it can act swiftly if it senses that Beijing is not keeping 

its word.

Keep troops deployed in the rear areas until the disengagement has happened to 

the fullest extent. Since this is about the entire frontier in eastern Ladakh, there 

cannot be any lowering of guard.

Officials said the Chinese have to keep their word on the disengagement. In fact, 

the two sides decided to issue their statements almost 20 hours after the meeting 

between the Special Representatives on July 5. This allowed the leadership in New 

Delhi and Beijing to approve the understanding reached.

“So, there was time of about 12 to 15 hours to approve all the understandings 

between the two SRs, and also see some of the process unfolding at the LAC,” a 

source said on the time-lag between the July 5 meeting at 5 pm and the statements 

issued around 3 pm the next day.

China offers glimpse into lab rumoured to have leaked virus
Chinese state media has offered a rare glimpse of the lab at the heart of coronavirus 

conspiracy theories, as it seeks to push back against claims the facility was the 

source of the global pandemic.

President Donald Trump and other U.S. figures have repeatedly suggested the virus 

could have leaked from the Wuhan Institute of Virology, or even been deliberately 

produced there.

No closer access

Footage broadcast by state-run CCTV is believed to be the first from within the 

institute’s P4 lab — for highly-dangerous Class 4 pathogens — since its inauguration 

in 2017.

However, it offered no new information on the lab’s workings.

It included only a few brief shots of actual laboratory areas, taken through thick 

glass windows. The report said safety protocols prevented closer access.
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The piece focussed instead on rebutting leak suspicions.

“There have been no accidents of pathogen leaks or human infections” from the lab, 

said Yuan Zhiming, director of the Wuhan National Biosafety Laboratory.

“Because of the fear and feeling of helplessness and also the lack of information, 

many people would naturally link an area’s outbreak to its nearest lab. As they learn 

more about the situation and the lab, rumours will gradually dissipate.”

The United States and Australia had called for an investigation into the origins of the 

pandemic.

‘We are still in a crisis and need a full reset of India-China 
relations’

What do you think will be the lasting impact of the stand-off at the LAC?

Well, I think there is no question that after this, India-China relations will be reset, 

as there is no going back on the situation before [the Ladakh stand-off]. What China 

did this time — pressing forward on multiple points along the LAC, then changing 

the definition of LAC claims, the deaths for the first time since 1975 [in the June 

15 Galwan clash] — represents a significant change in Chinese behaviour. This 

actually calls into question the whole structure of agreements and confidence 

building measures that were put in place since 1988, and with the 1993 agreement, 

which had kept the peace on the border for some time. But this is still a crisis. I don’t 

see this as having been solved yet or being behind us. And I am sure that India-

China relations will have to be reset after this.

What do you make of some of the terms of disengagement on both sides, the 

creation of buffer zones, suspending patrols on the LAC, etc.?

These [terms] are dangerous, as they suggest that we are withdrawing from territory 

which we have controlled consistently, and that we were part of the problem to start 

with. China stopped us from doing our normal patrols in these areas, which we have 
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done for years. If we are withdrawing from territory that we have controlled, it seems 

to me that we are setting a dangerous pattern.

And this started with Doklam, where we negotiated withdrawals by both sides from 

the face-off point in 2017. The Chinese then proceeded to establish a very strong, 

permanent presence on the plateau, leaving the face-off point itself free. I think it 

is a political and diplomatic failure not to call them out for changing the status quo, 

something that China committed to maintain both with Bhutan and with us. So, 

frankly, [China] learned the lesson that as long as the Indian [government] could 

walk away with a propaganda victory, they could actually make gains and change 

the outcomes on the ground in their favour. What we are seeing is more of the same 

strategy that China has followed in the South China Sea where she changes facts 

on the ground, presents you with a fait accompli , takes two steps forward and then 

negotiates one step back. And if we are agreeing to a similar kind of arrangement, 

no matter how temporary you say it is… all these temporary arrangements tend to 

become relatively permanent.

So are you saying that status quo ante is something that has to be enforced 

soon?

What we need to do is to insist that China implement what she has committed to 

implement under the agreements, what she says she is committed to do, which is 

to respect the LAC and maintain the status quo.

There is a suggestion now that India could militarise the Quad or make the 

Indo-Pacific a strategic concept. Do you think that is the way for India to 

counter China?

Well, that is not the entire solution because India-U.S. congruence actually applies 

to the maritime domain. Our problem with China right now is on land… it is a 

continental problem and that problem is not going to be solved by the U.S. That is 

something we have to solve by our own self-strengthening.

You spoke of the congruence with Washington, and yet, the one message that India 

sent out during this time, was the visit by the Defence Minister to Moscow…
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It has never been binary for us, either the U.S. or Russia or even U.S. or China. We 

have worked with both, and we will continue to work with both. Russia is still the 

source of our major military platforms. I do think that one consequence of what we 

have seen happening in Ladakh and the whole reset of India-China relations, will be 

stronger India-Russia relations as well.

What do you see as the diplomatic roadmap ahead?

You know, right now we are in the middle of the crisis. So everything is possible. 

We could go the 1986-88 way after Sumdorong Chu when the Chinese came in 

and sat on territory on our side in eastern sector. And we ended up with the Rajiv 

Gandhi visit, and the new understanding, the modus vivendi of 1988, which kept 

the peace for several years, and enabled us both to develop and grow. Or we could 

go the 1959-62 way, which is a steady downward spiral in the relationship where 

public opinion and actions drive the two sides into conflict, which is the worst option. 

Thirdly, we could go into a sort of “no-war, no-peace”, an indeterminate space where 

relations are much more adversarial. My expectation is of a sort of muddling through 

for the time being, but that always contains the risk of things getting worse.

China, Iran close to reaching trade and military partnership
Iran and China have quietly drafted a sweeping economic and security partnership 

that would clear the way for billions of dollars of Chinese investments in energy and 

other sectors, undercutting the Donald Trump administration’s efforts to isolate the 

Iranian government because of its nuclear and military ambitions.

The partnership, detailed in an 18-page proposed agreement obtained by The New 

York Times , would vastly expand Chinese presence in banking, telecommunications, 

ports, railways and dozens of other projects. In exchange, China would receive a 

regular — and, according to an Iranian official and an oil trader, heavily discounted 

— supply of Iranian oil over the next 25 years.

Joint military training
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The document also describes deepening military cooperation, potentially giving 

China a foothold in a region that has been a strategic preoccupation of the United 

States for decades. It calls for joint training and exercises, joint research and 

weapons development and intelligence sharing — all to fight “the lopsided battle 

with terrorism, drug and human trafficking and cross-border crimes.” The partnership 

— first proposed by China’s leader, Xi Jinping, during a visit to Iran in 2016 — was 

approved by President Hassan Rouhani’s Cabinet in June, Iran’s Foreign Minister, 

Mohammad Javad Zarif, said last week. If put into effect as detailed, the partnership 

would create new and potentially dangerous flashpoints in the deteriorating 

relationship between China and the U.S.

It represents a major blow to the Trump administration’s aggressive policy toward 

Iran since abandoning the nuclear deal reached in 2015 by President Barack Obama 

and the leaders of six other nations after two years of gruelling negotiations.

Renewed U.S. sanctions, including the threat to cut off access to the international 

banking system for any company that does business in Iran, have succeeded in 

suffocating the Iranian economy by scaring away badly needed foreign trade and 

investment. But Tehran’s desperation has pushed it into the arms of China, which 

has the technology and appetite for oil that Iran needs. Iran has been one of the 

world’s largest oil producers, but its exports, Tehran’s largest source of revenue, 

have plunged since the Trump administration began imposing sanctions in 2018; 

China gets about 75% of its oil from abroad and is the world’s largest importer, at 

more than 10 million barrels a day last year.

Will invest $10 billion in India, says Google chief
Technology giant Google will invest $10 billion (Rs. 75,000 crore) in India over the 

next five to seven years with a focus on digitising the economy and building India-

first products and services, its CEO Sundar Pichai said  .

Speaking at the company’s annual event, Mr. Pichai, also the CEO of Alphabet 

(Google’s parent firm) said, “We’ll do this through a mix of equity investments, 
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partnerships and operational, infrastructure and ecosystem investments. This is a 

reflection of our confidence in the future of India and its digital economy.”

Investments will focus on four areas key to digitisation — enabling affordable access 

and information for every Indian in their own language, building products and 

services that are deeply relevant to India’s unique needs, empowering businesses 

on their digital transformation journey, and leveraging technology and AI for social 

good in areas such as health, education and agriculture. Mr. Pichai also spoke with 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi via videoconference early  . Mr. Modi tweeted that the 

interaction was “extremely fruitful”.

Corps Commanders meet today: Pangong, Depsang are on 
table
XIV Corps Commander Lt General Harinder Singh will hold talks Tuesday with South 

Xinjiang Military Region Commander Major General Liu Lin on the next phase of 

disengagement of troops along the Line of Actual Control in Ladakh.

This will be the fourth round of discussions between the two Corps Commanders to 

resolve the standoff which started early May.

The meeting will start Tuesday morning at the Chushul border point with Moldo — 

the first two meetings took place at Moldo on the Chinese side on June 6 and June 

22 while the third meeting was at Chushul. The last two meetings lasted over 12 

hours each.

Top sources in the Army said the Corps Commanders will discuss modalities for 

further disengagement, including relocation of troops in the friction areas.

In the second stage of disengagement, the situation at Pangong Tso, sources said, 

will also be discussed where Chinese troops continue to be present on the Indian 

side of the LAC — they had come in 8 km west of Finger 8 which India says marks 

the LAC.

The talks, sources said, will include “more distances” for rearward movement, and 
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“presence of a lesser number of troops” in the friction areas.

A source from the security establishment said the situation at Depsang Plains is 

also likely to be taken up. Chinese troops, the source said, are “preventing Indian 

troops to patrol till the traditional patrolling points in the area”. It is close to India’s 

strategic outpost in the north at Daulat Beg Oldie near the Karakoram Pass.

Other than disengagement underway at the friction points, India also wants to 

discuss reduction of troops strength and artillery, air defence radars, jammers, 

rocket forces and other military equipment from the depth areas as well.

Mirroring the Chinese build-up, India has brought in additional divisions and 

deployed more IAF and air defence assets in the region. Whenever de-escalation 

takes place, all additional deployments on both sides will have to return to original 

locations.

India calls for developed nations to assist developing ones
Highlighting “challenges” thrown up by the Covid-19 outbreak, India has called 

upon developed countries to provide financial assistance to developing nations for 

controlling pandemics such as this.

The call has been given in India’s Second Voluntary National Review of Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) report presented to the United Nations High-level 

Political Forum  .

“India reiterates that the developed countries have an intrinsic obligation to provide 

financial assistance to the developing countries, especially for global public goods 

such as climate change mitigation and control of pandemics, such as COVID-19, 

so that they can fully achieve the SDGs,” says the report titled “Decade of Action: 

Taking SDGs From Global to Local.”

The report was presented by NITI Aayog Vice Chairman Dr Rajiv Kumar to the 

High-level Political Forum in a virtual meeting.

“The COVID-19 pandemic has, additionally, thrown open a sea of challenges 
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that are not bound by either geography or the level of development. India is at the 

forefront in the call for joint global action to address the COVID-19 pandemic,” said 

the report.

Deliberating on the “SDG-17” that is about “partnerships for the goals”, the report 

highlighted the need for international cooperation for curbing illicit financial flows.

On India’s response to Covid-19, the report said, “The government is leading a multi-

faceted effort to revamp the public health infrastructure, protect jobs and livelihoods, 

ratchet up various economic sectors and break the siege of the pandemic.”

The report also highlighted the need for additional funding to achieve the goal of 

sustainable development. Quoting a study conducted by the government in partnership 

with the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the report said five sectors — education, 

health, electricity, roads and water and sanitation — will require additional funding 

for “significant” progress.

The report also mentioned the “vulnerabilities faced by the migrants and the urban 

poor” in the wake of the pandemic.

“The recent COVID-19 crisis has compounded the vulnerabilities faced by the 

migrants and the urban poor, leading to the announcement of a well-designed 

economic package and relief for both labour and SMEs by the Government of India 

and various State Governments,” it said.

The UN has set 17 Sustainable Development Goals to be achieved by 2030. 

These are No Poverty; Zero Hunger; Good Health and Well-being; Quality 

Education; Gender Equality; Clean Water and Sanitation; Affordable and 

Clean Energy; Decent Work and Economic Growth; Industry, Innovation and 

Infrastructure; Reduce Inequalities; Sustainable Cities and Communities; 

Responsible Consumption and Production; Climate Action; Life Below Water; Life 

on Land; Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions; and Partnerships for the Goals. 

Member countries are required to apprise about the progress in the form of Voluntary 

National Review reports. They present these reports at the High-level Political Forum, 

mandated to review the progress on SDGs.
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This time, the NITI Aayog has prepared the report by engaging “with sub-national 

and local governments, civil society organizations, local communities, people in 

vulnerable situations and the private sector”, a statement said.

‘Maldives can’t grow without India’
The Maldives cannot grow or develop further if the country abandons its ties with 

India, Speaker and former President Mohamed Nashid has said.

Speaking at a ceremony in Male  , to mark the Government of India’s handing over 

of outdoor fitness equipment for 61 islands across the Maldives, Mr. Nasheed said: 

“We must be wise, and join hands with India, so that we may enjoy similar growth 

and development. It is my opinion, and my firm belief that we cannot grow or develop 

beyond what we are now, if we abandon our close relationship with India.”

Emphasising the Maldives’s presence and role in the Indian Ocean Region, Mr. 

Nasheed said: “I am also certain that Maldivians and their elected leaders will be 

wise and make shrewd and sensible decisions regarding our foreign policy and our 

relationship with our closest allies and neighbours, the closest and dearest of whom 

is India.”

Monday’s initiative is part of New Delhi’s nearly 200 million MVR-worth cash grant 

and development projects, being executed with Male, apart from the $800 million 

line of credit.

Speaking on the occasion, Foreign Minister Abdulla Shahid said: “The traditionally 

close, bilateral relationship between the Maldives and India have been strengthened 

and deepened since November 2018. This is in no doubt, due to the personal 

commitment of President Solih to cultivating good neighbourly relations with our 

closest neighbour.”

China making deep inroads into Iran
Both countries are at odds with the U.S. One is a huge energy market and is abundant 
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with surplus cash and the other is a sanctions-hit, cash-strapped energy exporter. At 

a time when the U.S. is targeting both through a host of economic measures, China 

and Iran are taking their partnership to a new levelthrough a $400-billion long-term 

agreement.

According to a New York Times report, the countries are in an advanced stage of 

finalising the agreement that would allow China to expand its presence in banking, 

telecommunications, ports, railways and several other sectors in the Islamic Republic 

in return for heavily discounted oil for 25 years. While for Iran, whose oil sales 

plummeted after PresidentDonald Trump unilaterally pulled the U.S. out of the Iran 

nuclear deal in May 2018and reimposed sanctions on the country, this agreement 

could be an economic lifeline, China could enhance its strategic influence in a region 

where the U.S. has built a strong presence since the Second World War.

Strategic value

The partnership was first proposed by China’s President Xi Jinping during a visit to 

Iran in 2016. The Iranian government cleared it last month, according to Foreign 

Minister Javad Zarif. This means, Mr. Xi made the proposal after the nuclear deal was 

reached in 2015 that led to international sanctions on Iran being lifted. Now, when 

Iran is grappling with a struggling economy hit by sanctions following the unraveling 

of the deal, its leadership has cleared the Chinese proposal.

“Iran has a very crucial place in China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). China always 

wanted to bring Iran on board. As the Americans pursued the policy of ‘maximum 

pressure’ against Iran and left Iran under extraordinary privation and deprivation, it is 

now open to the Chinese initiative,” said Talmiz Ahmad, who was India’s Ambassador 

to several Gulf countries.

The partnership agreement has to get the final clearance from the Iranian Parliament. 

According to the NYT , China and Iran would launch joint training exercises, joint 

research and weapons development and intelligence sharing. China will also offer its 

GPS to Iran, build infrastructure for 5G rollout and develop free trade zones.

“It is a long-term strategic partnership agreement with energy, economic, logistical 
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and military aspects. Iran and China will be enmeshed — two countries under 

extraordinary and sustained American pressure found comfort with each other,” said 

Mr. Ahmad.

The deal could offer an immediate reprieve to Iran’s economy that is reeling under 

the U.S.’s ‘maximum pressure’ policy. The International Monetary Fund has forecast 

that Iran’s economy will contract by 6% this year. “Iran has been isolated. And its 

infrastructure is in a shambles. Over a period of time, this will receive an upgrade. 

From the Chinese point of view, Iran would present a very major energy, economic, 

geopolitical and logistical partner and a very crucial role player in the BRI,” said 

Ambassador Ahmad.

Game changer

In his view, a new multipolar world order is emerging in which China is playing a 

crucial role. China has already cemented ties with Russia in this emerging order. 

Iran has joined this bloc. “In terms of the evolution of the new world order, this 

agreement is a game changer.”

The agreement, if goes through, could attract punitive measures from the U.S. 

against China. The U.S. State Department has already said it would target Chinese 

companies if they make investments in Iran defying American sanctions. But China, 

which is already in a trade and technological war with the U.S., seems determined 

to go ahead with its partnership. China continued to buy Iranian oil over the past 

year even after the U.S. sanctions waivers expired in May 2019, although in smaller 

volumes. In contrast, India stopped buying Iranian oil last year after U.S. waivers 

ended. In 2019-20, India’s crude oil imports from Iran were 1.7 million tonnes, down 

from 23.9 million tonnes in the previous fiscal.

India’s role

Coincidentally, at a time when Iran and China are finalising this partnership 

agreement,Iran has dropped India from a project to build a rail linefrom the Chabahar 

port to Zahedan, along the border with Afghanistan, The Hindu reported  . The project, 

signed in 2016, was hailed as a major trilateral project that would give India access 
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to Afghanistan bypassing Pakistan. But Iranian officials cited delay in the proposed 

$400 million funding as the reason for dropping India from the project. Under the 

new partnership agreement, China is likely to play a role in Chabahar port.

The original Chabahar agreement between India and Iran was signed in 2003 

between Iranian President Mohammad Khatami and Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee. 

“Within a year, we abandoned it. We started engaging with the Americans, so we 

stopped pursing it. And again, we brought it up. Prime Minister Modi went to Tehran 

and we agreed on a trilateral track with Iran and Afghanistan that we would develop 

Chabahar and then we would go forward with building a railway and road networks. 

The strategic plan was to make India a potential role player in the Eurasian scenario,” 

said Mr. Ahmad.

“None of this has happened because under the second Modi government, India has 

pursued the American line. It’s a very serious mistake. Iran cannot afford to wait for 

India forever. They waited for 17 years. Now they don’t need you. I think India has 

lost out very badly.”

EU, India to meet on resuming FTA negotiations
Seven years after talks on a free trade agreement were suspended, India and 

the European Union (EU) are set to agree on a “high-level dialogue on trade and 

investment” to restart negotiations.

The announcement is expected at a virtual EU-India Summit, led by Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi and External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, who will engage with 

President of the European Council Charles Michel and President of the European 

Commission Ursula von der Leyen.

During this summit, India and the EU are expected to conclude several agreements 

including a roadmap for cooperation, an agreement on research sharing for civil 

nuclear cooperation and launch a maritime security dialogue as well as negotiations 

between Europol and the CBI.
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According to officials, tackling COVID-19 and its impact on the economy and the 

global order will be high on the agenda. In particular, medical developments on 

vaccines and treatment will be discussed along with the withdrawal of the U.S. from 

multilateral organisations (like the World Health Organisation), and concerns over 

an ‘assertive’ China.

European Union officials said they had been fully briefed by New Delhi and Beijing 

about the situation at the Line of Actual control, as they were deeply concerned by 

the deadly clashes at the Galwan Valley last month, and they were “pleased” that 

both sides have since agreed to military de-escalation.

The trade and investment dialogue, to be conducted between Commerce Minister 

Piyush Goyal and EU Trade Commissioner Phil Hogan, is expected to give a boost 

to negotiations on the Bilateral Trade and Investment Agreement (BTIA) as the EU-

India FTA is known.

“The leaders have expressed their ambition to move towards a comprehensive free 

trade agreement and an investment protection agreement and we will announce a 

new dialogue which will give a political impetus to such efforts,” said EU officials 

based in Brussels.

An EU official, who specialises in trade issues, admitted that there was “no timeline” 

for the BTIA talks yet and that negotiators are still “quite far apart” due to what 

Europe perceives as India’s “protectionist stance”.

“We have witnessed a trend in India that goes towards the protectionist side. The 

Make in India programme was accelerated by the COVID-19 crisis and recent 

pronouncements that India wants to go “self reliant”, didn’t help the situation,” the 

official said, referring to Mr. Modi’s launch of “Atmanirbhar India”.

The official said trade with India formed under 3% of the EU’s global trade, which 

is “far below” what was expected of the relationship. Conversely, the EU is India’s 

largest trading partner and investor, and accounts for 11% of India’s global trade. 

The official also said the EU has reservations about the model “Bilateral Investment 

Treaty” (BIT) that New Delhi has proposed, especially on dispute mechanisms in 
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Indian courts.

Speaking about the importance of multilateralism and cooperation on global 

forums, the officials said the EU had welcomed India’s election to the UN Security 

Council next year, and that India’s role would be important in reconciling the UNSC 

“paralysed by vetoes and infighting”.

Govt. reviews progress of disengagement talks at LAC
It was initially headed by the Foreign Secretary and now by the National Security 

Adviser. It has the top Secretaries, military and intelligence officials, including the 

Army chief, as members.

The focus of the fourth round of talks was to work out details of the second phase of 

disengagement from the stand-off areas, especially Pangong Tso, and also pullback 

by the Chinese troops, tanks, artillery and air defences along the Line of Actual 

Control (LAC). The mobilisation violates the boundary agreements signed between 

India and China to maintain peace and tranquillity on the LAC.

The Indian delegation was led by Lt. Gen. Harinder Singh, Commander of the 

Leh-based 14 Corps, and the Chinese side by Maj. Gen. Liu Lin, Commander of 

the South Xinjiang military region. The earlier talks were held on June 6, 22 and 

30. India has consistently maintained restoration of status quo ante of April and 

withdrawal of the massive deployment by China along the LAC.

Diplomatic talks have also been on to resolve tensions on the border since the two 

sides first clashed on May 5 at Pangong Tso. Last week, Indian and Chinese troops 

completed the first phase of disengagement from the stand-off areas in the Galwan 

Valley, Hot Springs and Gogra and also partial disengagement from Pangong Tso, 

where Chinese troops moved back from the base of Finger 4 to Finger 5. However, 

Chinese troops are still present on the ridge line of Finger 4.

Mr. Singh will be in Ladakh on July 17 to review the situation on the LAC. He would 

visit forward areas and interact with troops, the second source stated. On July 18, 
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he would visit Srinagar to review the situation along the Line of Control (LoC) and in 

the Valley, the source added.

India, EU push trade talks; discuss China, Pak.
 “India and the EU are natural partners,” said Mr. Modi in his opening remarks. “Our 

partnership is important for global peace and stability, and this reality is clearer given 

the situation around the world,” he added. He also referred to shared “universal 

values” of democracy, pluralism, inclusivity, respect for international institutions and 

multilateralism between India and the EU.

In particular, officials said the leaders discussed India’s tensions with China at 

the Line of Actual Control, the situation with Iran and concerns over cross-border 

terrorism from Pakistan.

The EU leadership also raised concerns over the situation in Jammu and Kashmir 

as well as the Citizenship Amendment Act.

“Regarding the Citizenship law, you know that in the European Parliament this was 

an important topic, and we raised this issue in our talks. I would like to say that we 

trust Indian institutions. We understand the Supreme Court will have a role to play 

to assess this legislation,” said Mr. Michel at a press briefing after the talks.

“We took a decision with India to continue a dialogue on human rights in order to 

exchange best practices and have the best understanding on how to tackle this 

issue for India and the EU,” he added.

When asked at the briefing whether the EU valued its strategic ties with India or 

China more, Ms. Von der Leyen said ties with both countries were “very different”, 

although they had a common interest in tackling climate change, and building 

trade.

“The difference is indeed that we share with India that we are democracies, and [we 

are] committed to defending our values,” said Ms. Von der Leyen, who has visited 

India in her past role as German Defence Minister.
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The two sides issued a joint political statement, a five-year roadmap for the India-

EU strategic partnership, a civil nuclear research and development cooperation 

agreement between EURATOM and the Department of Atomic Energy, a declaration 

on “resource efficiency and circular economy” to exchange best practices in range 

of areas and the renewal of their science and technology agreement for another five 

years.

Both sides stressed the importance of bilateral trade, as EU is India’s largest trading 

partner.

Nepal to explore archaeological site
Nepal’s Department of Archaeology is holding cross-ministerial meetings to explore 

an archaeological site in Thori near the border town of Birgunj, officials in Kathmandu 

have said.

The development comes four days after Prime Minister K.P. Sharma Oli said the 

real birthplace of Lord Ram is located in Thori village around Birgunj, a major border 

town.

Thori is known to have a cluster of ancient Hindu religious sites that draw pilgrims 

from different parts of Nepal.

“The department has been holding several meetings with different ministries to 

discuss the possibility of starting archaeological studies in Thori,” Ram Bahadur 

Kunwar, spokesperson for the Department of Archaeology, was quoted by a news 

outlet as saying.

Nepalese historian Jagman Gurung, in a TV interview, said that according to the 

geographical descriptions in Valmiki’s Ramayana , it appears that Lord Ram’s 

Ayodhya was located nearer to Janakpur.

“The travel time in a chariot from India’s Ayodhya to Janakpur is around seven days. 

But Ramayana says Ram arrived in Janakpur [of Nepal] in a day. Is it possible?”, he 

said, adding that the location of the ancient city of Ayodhya required to be studied 
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further.

Strong reaction

Mr. Oli’s remarks have drawn strong reaction from Indian civil society, including 

former parliamentarian Karan Singh, who termed the claim bizarre.

Nepal’s foreign ministry claimed that Mr. Oli’s comments were not aimed to hurt 

anyone’s sentiment.

 , India, in response to Mr Oli’s claim, said the world was aware of India’s deep 

cultural heritage.

The Nepal embassy here has taken up the safety and security of Nepalese citizens 

in Uttar Pradesh after a group of miscreants assaulted a Nepalese person and 

posted a video online.

‘Cancel debt of developing countries’
The burden of debt on the developing countries that amounts to over $11 trillion 

should be cancelled in view of the COVID-19 pandemic, a group of global notables 

has demanded.

Led by former Brazil President Dilma Rousseff the group says the debt should go in 

meeting the public health requirements in these challenging times.

“This debt has ballooned over the past several decades, leaving most developing 

countries in an unsustainable financial situation. Defaults and debt adjustments 

seem to be a permanent fixture amongst developing countries, coming for reasons 

that are often external to the fundamentals of their economies,” said the statement 

on debt cancellation.

Apart from Ms. Rousseff, the statement was also backed by former Greek Finance 

Minster Yanis Varoufakis and Argentine lawyer and activist Juan Grabois among 

others. The anti-debt group, which also includes Kerala Finance Minister T. M. 

Thomas Isaac, argues that the debt burden is preventing the developing countries 

from dealing with the pandemic in an efficient way, and therefore debt servicing 
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should end enabling developing countries deal with the unprecedented challenge 

of the pandemic.

The statement said the financial terms were opportunistic in nature which exploited 

the economic vulnerabilities of the developing economies.

India will never be a part of an alliance system: Jaishankar
Non-alignment is an old concept today, but India will never be a part of an alliance 

system, according to External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar.

Speaking about the consequences of global shifts, including the United States and 

the assertiveness of China, he said they were opening spaces for middle powers 

like India, Japan, the European Union and others.

“Non-alignment was a term of a particular era and geopolitical landscape. One aspect 

was independence, which remains a factor of continuity for us,” Mr. Jaishankar said 

at a virtual conference organised by CNBC-TV18 on the “Geopolitics of opportunity: 

as the world rebalances, how should India capitalise?”

“The consequence of repositioning of the United States, that the big umbrella is 

now smaller than it used to be, has allowed many other countries to play more 

autonomous roles. It doesn’t affect us as much because we were never part of an 

alliance system and we will never be. But countries who depended more on the U.S. 

are finding they have to take a call themselves on many issues,” he noted.

India must now take more “risks”, as the world expected it to take a more proactive 

stance on the “big issues” of the day, including connectivity, maritime security, 

terrorism, climate change and terrorism, he stated.

While he didn’t comment on the ongoing tensions over the Line of Actual control 

(LAC), the Minister said that India had moved slowly in comparison to China on the 

economic front, and that China’s economy was now five times that of India’s despite 

them being the same size in 1988.

“In comparison with China and with South East Asia, we could have done better. 
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We didn’t intensively industrialise and push manufacturing, we opened up much 

later, a full decade and a half after China, and then didn’t commit to full reforms the 

way China did,” Mr. Jaishankar said, speaking with Singapore-based academic C. 

Rajamohan and businessman Sunil Munjal.

‘India, U.S. should work together to face China’
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo has said countries like India and the U.S. should 

work together to face the ‘challenge’ of the Chinese Communist Party (CPC).

Mr. Pompeo’s recorded comments, shared at the India Ideas Summit organised by 

the U.S. India Business Council (USIBC), came hours after news broke of the U.S. 

ordering the closure of the Chinese consulate in Houston.

“It’s important that democracies like ours work together, especially as we see more 

clearly than ever the true scope of the challenge posed by the Chinese Communist 

Party,” Mr. Pompeo, currently travelling in Europe, said via a recorded video 

message.

“Our infrastructure projects, our supply chains, our sovereignty, and our people’s 

health and safety are all at risk if we get it wrong. The recent clashes initiated by the 

PLA are just the latest examples of the CCP’s unacceptable behaviour. We were 

deeply saddened by the deaths of 20 Indian service members. I am confident that 

with our concerted efforts, we can protect our interests.” he said, commending India 

for banning 59 Chinese apps following the clashes in Ladakh.

Mr. Pompeo also said India was key to U.S. President Donald Trump’s foreign 

policy. “India too, is an important partner and a key pillar of President Trump’s 

foreign policy: multi-lateralism that actually works,” he said

The Secretary listed examples of India and the U.S. working together including the 

Quad and the World Intellectual Property Organisation elections earlier this year (in 

which a Singaporean candidate for director won against a Chinese candidate).
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U.S. needs to ‘go beyond’ alliances, says Jaishankar
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar has said that the U.S. needs to learn to work 

with a more multipolar world and “go beyond” alliances. His comments, made at the 

U.S. India Business Council’s India Ideas Summit, echoed remarks he made earlier 

this week that India would never be part of an alliance.

“I think the U.S. really has to learn to work ... with a more multipolar world, with more 

plurilateral arrangements, go beyond alliances with which really it has grown up over 

the last two generations,” Mr. Jaishankar said.

“I am now specifically referring to India, given our history of independence and the 

fact that we really are coming [from] different places. There will be issues on which 

our convergence would be more, somewhere it would be less. I think the quest in the 

last 20 years, and I see that continuing into the future, is really to find more common 

ground,” he said.

Both India and the U.S. are currently grappling with a more assertive China and 

tensions in their bilateral relationships with China. “We have the ability today, by 

working together to shape the world…We are working on maritime security, counter-

terrorism, connectivity, how to respond in the case of corona to pandemics…even 

issues like climate change, the knowledge economy. So, I think a large part of it 

is how do we actually, while strengthening our bilateral agenda, shape a larger 

agenda,” he said.

Innovation-tech partnership

Mr. Jaishankar was optimistic that the trade differences between India and the U.S. 

could be resolved and the relationship be shifted to a “higher gear”.

“This ability to work together in the world of innovation and technology, I think that 

is really what will set our relationship apart. There, it is vital that we have a …very 

strong convergence on the big picture.”

Mr. Jaishankar said India was changing and the conversations India and the U.S. 

were currently having as, “rebalancing of the world economy conversations” where 

“up and coming players” have some different concerns from “ established players”. 
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“Established players obviously want, in many cases, the advantages which work 

for them currently to continue in the long run. I think it will be fair to accommodate 

the legitimate concerns of emerging economies, emerging companies, emerging 

technologies. And that harmonisation, how will we do that? I think that’s a very 

important part of our relationship building,” he said.

Mark Warner, Democratic Senator from Virginia and Co-Chair of the Senate India 

Caucus, a discussant in the panel with Mr. Jaishankar, called for a technological 

“alliance of the willing” to counter China’s domination in the field.

“I think this idea of countering the Communist Party of China’s rise and desire to 

dominate new technologies may be a chance for a new set of cooperation [sic] 

between India, the United States, based on these technology alliances,” he said.

‘China yet to disengage from LAC spots’
China is yet to either fully disengage or dilute its extensive military build-up at most 

points along the Line of Actual Control (LAC), according to a new assessment of 

satellite images by Stratfor, the United States-based intelligence platform.

The report, published on July 22, has documented 26 new Chinese encampments, 

22 new support bases and two new heliports, underlining the unprecedented scale 

of the Chinese build-up on its side of the LAC. The build-up, India believes, has 

gone against past commitments to keep the peace on the border.

The constructions were “a mix of permanent and semi-permanent positions,” Sim 

Tack, the author of the report, who is a military analyst at Force Analysis and Stratfor, 

told The Hindu .

“Some of these have been hosted at existing permanent infrastructure, while others 

have been established new and consist mainly of large tent camps, vehicle depots, 

and artillery positions,” he said. “Their significance is of course providing direct 

support to the forward encampments. They are further behind the flashpoints on 

the LAC, but an important element of China’s deployment as they project military 
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strength to deter Indian counteraction.” The report noted that since May, China has 

been “accelerating efforts to secure its military presence and access to water rights 

along the Indian border.”

“But while it appears Beijing has largely achieved this objective for now, the harsh 

Himalayan winter could again escalate its standoff with India by challenging China’s 

ability to maintain a presence throughout the disputed territory,” it said, noting that 

“over 10,000 Chinese troops have flooded into the disputed area on the Indian 

border” this summer.

Following the four rounds of Corps Commander-level talks, the report noted that 

China has withdrawn some positions in Galwan Valley, Finger 4 area of Pangong 

Lake and Hot Springs. These “limited drawdowns”, the report said, “have so far had 

little impact on China’s greater military advancement in the border region”, noting 

that “Chinese troops still maintain a significant presence just kilometres away from 

Indian positions, effectively upholding Beijing’s deterrent.” The report, however, 

suggested that “dramatic changes” to operating conditions in winter will test China’s 

forward deployments.

India invites Israeli defence companies to strengthen ties
India   invited greater participation from Israeli defence companies under the new 

liberalised foreign direct investment (FDI) regime in defence manufacturing. This 

was conveyed during a telephonic conversation between Defence Minister Rajnath 

Singh and his Israeli counterpart Lieutenant General Benjamin Gantz.

The conversation took place as the Indian Armed Forces are undertaking a series 

of emergency defence purchases, including from Israel, amid ongoing tensions with 

China on the border. In May, the government increased the limit for FDI in defence 

through the automatic route from 49% to 74%. “Both the Ministers expressed 

satisfaction at the progress of strategic cooperation between the two countries 

and discussed possibilities of further strengthening the defence engagements,” the 
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Defence Ministry said in a statement. The two Ministers also expressed satisfaction 

at the ongoing collaboration in research in fighting the COVID-19 pandemic. The 

Defence Minister of Israel responded positively to an invitation from Mr. Singh to 

visit India at the earliest opportunity, it added.

The Army has already taken a decision to order another batch of 12 launchers 

and around 250 missiles of Spike Anti-Tank Guided Missiles (ATGM) and additional 

Heron Undermanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV), among others, from Israel through the 

emergency procurement route.

India, U.K. affirm committment to an FTA
India and the U.K. have affirmed their commitment to negotiate a free trade 

agreement (FTA) with a view to further strengthening economic ties, the Commerce 

Ministry said  .

The issue was discussed in the 14th Joint Economic and Trade Committee (JETCO) 

meeting between the two countries  . It was co-chaired by Commerce and Industry 

Minister Piyush Goyal and U.K. Secretary of State for International Trade Elizabeth 

Truss.

They were assisted by Minister of State for Commerce and Industry Hardeep Singh 

Puri and his U.K. counterpart Ranil Jayawardena.

Mr. Goyal and Ms. Truss “affirmed their shared commitment to an FTA and towards 

that, Early Harvest deals in a staged manner,” the ministry said in a statement. It 

added that Mr. Puri and Mr. Jayawardena will have monthly meetings to intensify 

the dialogue.

It was also decided that a meeting led by Mr. Goyal and Ms. Truss will be held in 

Autumn 2020 here to carry forward the dialogue.

“Both sides resolved to cooperate in the health sector especially in view of the 

present pandemic of COVID-19,” the statement said.
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The confluence of four powers and two seas
Parallel exercises in the Indo-Pacific this week, including a trilateral exercise 

between the U.S., Australia and Japan in the Philippines Sea, and an Indo-U.S. 

naval exercise in the Indian Ocean have fuelled speculation that Quadrilateral 

(Quad) exercises will be launched soon between all four navies.

All eyes are on a decision by New Delhi, to accept Australia’s request that has been 

pending for four years now, to join the annual Malabar exercises with India, the U.S. 

and Japan. The decision has not been an easy one, given China’s fierce opposition 

to the militarisation of a coalition seen as a counter to its claims in the Pacific and 

inroads in the Indian Ocean. India has also been wary of joining any exercise that 

could be construed as an alliance, something External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar 

said this week India will “never be” a part of.

In 2018, at the Shangri-La Dialogue, Prime Minister Narendra Modi had said that 

India sees the Indo-Pacific as a “geographical concept”, not a “strategy or a club 

of limited members”. Also, India is the only country in the Quad that shares a land 

boundary with China, and the militarisation of the Quad will not help India deal 

with that threat. Fourthly, unlike the U.S., Japan and Australia, which are tied by 

military alliances, India is a member of other strategic forums, such as the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organisation with China, Russia and Central Asia, BRICS and RIC, 

which appear to be at cross purposes with a Quad alliance.

The China factor

Even so, many contend that China’s recent moves, including its aggression in the 

South China Sea and transgressions and deadly clashes across the Line of Actual 

Control (LAC), may in fact prove to be the tipping point that makes India take the 

plunge, pushing the countries of the Quadrilateral Security Group, called the Quad 

for short, into a military embrace that will have far-reaching implications for regional 

and global security.

Ironically, the Quad, which today involves such laboured and slow-paced discussions, 

was originally born in an instant: from the crisis that followed the tsunami in 
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December 2004. Within days of the disaster, India had mobilised an impressive 

fleet, and demonstrated to the world that it would not just manage its own rescue 

effort in Tamil Nadu and the Andaman and Nicobar islands but could also provide 

assistance to its maritime neighbours: Sri Lanka, the Maldives and Indonesia.

In all, about 32 Indian ships and 5,500 troops were pressed into India’s international 

efforts. The humanitarian and disaster relief effort was coordinated in the next 

few weeks with three other naval powers engaged in the rescue effort: the U.S., 

Australia and Japan. The then Foreign Secretary, Shyam Saran, spoke every day 

to his counterparts about what was needed next. Eventually, the “Quad” effort was 

handed over to the UN, but the idea of the Indo-Pacific as a larger maritime strategic 

community, and the Quad as an effective instrument in it, had been planted in the 

minds of all four members.

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, who had been promoting the idea of an “arc 

of prosperity and freedom” that brought the Quad countries closer together, was 

happy to develop the concept, and Prime Minister Manmohan Singh discussed it 

with him during a summit in December 2006. In 2007, when the annual India-U.S. 

‘Malabar’ exercises were held in the Indian and Pacific oceans, first off Okinawa 

and a few months later, off Visakhapatnam, they included Japan, Australia and 

Singapore. The exercises and the strategic coordination in what Mr. Abe had called 

“the confluence of two seas” rattled Beijing and Moscow, who termed it an attempt 

to build “an Asian NATO”.

China’s Navy had not at the time undergone its massive modernisation drive towards 

a blue water navy (it only commissioned its first aircraft carrier, Liaoning , in 2012), 

and the effort by the Quad countries was clearly an impetus to hasten the process. 

But at the time, China’s demarches to the Quad countries paid off. Contrary to 

the currently popular lore, it was not India that cancelled the “Quad” exercises in 

2008: the U.S., which was trying to gain China’s support in the six-party talks on 

North Korea, dampened enthusiasm for a Quad Foreign Ministers’ meeting, and the 

Kevin Rudd government in Australia then pulled out of the exercises. The Quad was 
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shelved for the next decade.

In 2017, the Quad returned, now named Quad 2.0, coinciding with the revision in 

Washington’s assessment of the challenge from China, and similar reassessments 

in New Delhi, Tokyo and Canberra. In November 2017, just months after the Doklam 

stand-off between the Indian Army and the PLA, officials from all four countries 

met in Manila for the ‘India-Australia-Japan-U.S.’ dialogue. The name of the new 

Quad was innocuous, in an effort to dispel the notion this was a “gang-up”, and they 

did not even issue a common joint statement. In fact, differences within the group 

went deeper, and while India defined the “Indo-Pacific” region from Africa and the 

U.S. west coast, the U.S. limited it to the Indian coast (in 2020, the U.S. aligned its 

definition with India’s).

Alternatives to BRI

Subsequent meetings have closed many of the gaps they have, and the Quad 

grouping has met biannually since then, discussing “connectivity, sustainable 

development, counter-terrorism, non-proliferation and maritime and cyber security, 

with a view to promoting peace, stability and prosperity in an increasingly inter-

connected Indo-Pacific region”. The emphasis on connectivity has seen the Quad 

challenge China in another sphere: a coordinated effort to provide financing and 

sustainable alternatives to China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), which has led 

many nations to take loans and accept infrastructure bids from Beijing.

The counter has not yet made much headway, but each of of the Quad countries is 

coordinating their responses on infrastructure projects in their spheres of influence, 

including India and Australian efforts in the Pacific islands, India-U.S. coordination 

in South Asia and the Indian Ocean region, and India-Japan joint efforts to develop 

projects in Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and Myanmar. The military aspect of the Quad 

has also grown: India has strengthened its naval ties with each of the other Quad 

countries, and there have been more interactions, formal and informal at the official, 

political and military levels.

Eventually, the question over the next step in the Quad — whether India invites 
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Australia to the next Malabar exercises or not — will be secondary to how India 

develops its own strategic vision, especially given the stand-off with China. Will 

India revert to traditional positions of non-alignment, enlisting China’s ally Russia in 

its attempt to manage the threat from Beijing? Or will India pursue “multi-alignment”, 

inviting middle powers such as the EU, the U.K., France, Russia, and partners 

such as Brazil, the UAE and South Africa into its Indo-Pacific strategy? Or does 

India’s course lie in a closer coalition with China’s adversaries, and being drawn 

into choosing its corner in the new Cold War that is developing between the U.S. 

and China? India’s moves with the Quad will be closely watched, as they bear more 

meaning than ever before on the path it will take to realise its strategic future.

‘China is not a responsible stakeholder’
The COVID-19 situation seems to be the time when China feels it can strike out and 

hit out at other countries while they are dealing with the pandemic, said Gautam 

Bambawale, former Indian Ambassador to China and Pakistan.

In a global summit organised by the WION channel, he spoke about the India-China 

border situation at a time when the country has been trying to control the pandemic 

outbreak, according to a press release.

“China has lost India strategically. It will not be a peaceful rise for China. I think the 

answer is very clear to many of us around the world that China is not a responsible 

stakeholder in the global system and I think I believe that the China dream is 

becoming a nightmare for many people,” he said.

‘Intimidating India’

Several experts deliberated on the reasons for China attempting to assert military 

power in the middle of a raging pandemic.

Bruno Maçães, former Europe Minister for Portugal, said, “I think China is interested 

to some extent in intimidating India. It sees India as an obstacle and a problem. 

India, of course, has led the reaction against the Belt and Road and it now looks like 



asp
iran

tforum.co
m

aspirantforum.com
THE CRUX OF THE HINDU AND PIB

asp
iran

tforum.co
m

     JULY
     2020
     VOL.71

    India and 
the World

Visit aspirantforum.com for Guidance and Study Material for IAS Exam

India is going to lead the world’s reaction against Chinese technological dominance. 

The app ban is very significant, my friends in Beijing were much more concerned 

about that than they are about the border skirmishes.”

S.L. Narasimhan, member of the National Security Advisory Board of India, said, the 

Indian side was poised to handle anything even if something goes wrong.

Simon Lacey, former vice-president at Huawei Technologies, said, “I don’t think 

they really anticipated that they would have to defend themselves on things like 

geopolitical risk.”

WION’s CEO and editor-in-chief, Sudhir Chaudhary, said, “The Chinese political 

ecosystem is so closed and controlled that people around the world don’t quite know 

what to expect. Through this summit we’ve tried to explain China and its ways.”

Australia rejects China’s sea claims
Australia has rejected Beijing’s territorial and maritime claims in the South China 

Sea in a formal declaration to the UN, aligning itself more closely with Washington 

in the escalating row.

In a statement filed  , Australia said there was “no legal basis” to several disputed 

Chinese claims in the sea, including those related to the construction of artificial 

islands on small shoals and reefs.

“Australia rejects China’s claim to ‘historic rights’ or ‘maritime rights and interests’ 

as established in the ‘long course of historical practice’ in the South China Sea,” the 

declaration read.

“There is no legal basis for China to draw straight baselines connecting the outermost 

points of maritime features or ‘island groups’ in the South China Sea, including 

around the ‘Four Sha’ or ‘continental’ or ‘outlying’ archipelagos.”

Pompeo’s declaration

The declaration comes after U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo declared Beijing’s 

pursuit of territory and resources in the South China Sea as illegal, explicitly backing 
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the territorial claims of Southeast Asian countries against China’s.

Beijing claims almost all of the South China Sea based on a so-called nine-dash 

line, a vague delineation from maps dating back to the 1940s.

The latest escalation comes ahead of annual talks between Australia and the U.S., 

with Ministers travelling to Washington for the first time since Australian borders 

were closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The meetings come at a “critical time” 

and it is essential they are held face-to-face, Foreign Minister Marise Payne and 

Defence Minister Linda Reynolds said in a statement  .

U.S. relations with China have markedly deteriorated in recent months, especially 

over trade disputes, the COVID-19 pandemic and Beijing’s crackdown on dissent 

in Hong Kong.

Criticism on Hong Kong

Ms. Payne and Ms. Reynolds also penned an article in The Australian newspaper  

, labelling national security legislation imposed on Hong Kong last month as 

“sweeping and vague”.

“We face a public health crisis, economic upheaval and resurgent authoritarian 

regimes using coercion in a bid to gain power and influence at the expense of our 

freedoms and sovereignty,” they wrote.

The fall of a red capitalist empire
On July 17, Chinese regulators announced the takeover of nine financial institutions, 

with combined assets worth $140 billion. All of them are thought to have links to 

the Tomorrow Group, a Chinese conglomerate with interests spanning financial 

services, insurance and real estate.

The takeover is only the latest step in a three-year battle by the Chinese government, 

aimed at cutting down to size one of China’s most powerful conglomerates whose 

tentacles, often concealed in a dizzying network of shell companies, extended into 

every corner of China’s financial sector.
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“A banker for the ruling class” was how one newspaper profile in 2014 described 

Xiao Jianhua, the bespectacled billionaire founder of the Tomorrow Group. After 

graduating from the elite Peking University, Mr. Xiao began his career selling 

computers in the technology district that abuts the campus.

His career took off just as China’s stock market boomed. Part of his success was due 

to his smart cultivating of political networks, coupled with an appetite for risk-taking 

as he helped manage the wealth amassed by China’s elite. By 2016, his net worth 

was estimated at $6 billion, placing him at the 32nd spot on the Hurun Chinese rich 

list, which was, that year, topped by Wang Jianlin, the billionaire founder of another 

conglomerate, the Wanda Group.

Mr. Xiao became a victim of his own success. In early 2017, the empire that he 

oversaw from his luxury service apartment at the Four Seasons in Hong Kong, 

reportedly in the company of a retinue of female bodyguards, came crashing down. 

Five men, thought to be state security agents, forced their way into his flat on the 

28th floor and left with the billionaire, who was reportedly rolled out in a wheelchair 

and taken across the border into the mainland. He has not been seen in public 

since, and is reportedly awaiting trial.

‘In public interest’

The break-up of Mr. Xiao’s empire, Chinese regulators have said, was “to protect 

the rights” of customers “and serve the public’s interest.” Since 2017, regulators 

have grown alarmed at the debt-fuelled expansion of many of China’s biggest 

conglomerates. The following year, they seized Mr. Xiao’s Baoshang Bank, accusing 

it of a poor track record in lending.

With the latest move, the jewel in Mr. Xiao’s crown, Huaxia Life Insurance, which, 

according to the South China Morning Post , reported $26 billion of insurance 

premium last year, has now been seized, along with eight other insurance and 

securities firms.

Huaxia Life Insurance, Tian’an Property Insurance, Tian’an Life, Yi’an Property 

Insurance, New Times Trust and New China Trust were placed “under state ward” 
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while New Times Securities, Guosheng Securities and Guosheng Futures would 

be under government management for a year, presumably until buyers are found. 

Gordon Tsui, chairman of the Hong Kong Securities Association, told the Post the 

seizures “signify a very big clean-up operation” and “taking them over with a 

restructuring plan is the only way forward to maintain the stability of the market”.

Other tycoons have also been facing the heat. In 2018, regulators took over another 

conglomerate, the Anbang Group, which had embarked on a massive global buying 

binge, including for the famous Waldorf Astoria hotel in New York. Its chairman, Wu 

Xiaohui, was sentenced to 18 years in prison in 2018 for fraud and embezzlement.

The HNA Group, saddled by debt burdens, has been forced to divest many of its 

assets, while Mr. Wang’s Wanda Group, this year, is faced with refinancing $5.7 

billion of its bonds, according to Bloomberg.

‘Clean-up’ move

Chinese authorities have cited financial risks as being behind their moves to “clean 

up” the Tomorrow Group, which had, with its sprawling assets, become too big to 

fail. Left unsaid were the political drivers, with the moves coinciding with President 

Xi Jinping’s crackdown on corruption.

The step-by-step dismantling of the Tomorrow Group is, ultimately, not just about the 

“cleaning up” of one Chinese company. It could well mark the end of a three-decade 

era of billionaire-led Chinese capitalism, during which a generation of tycoons built 

their empires operating adeptly in the murky nexus between China’s political and 

business elites.

India is elated at Bangladesh’s transformation, says 
Jaishankar
India-Bangladesh relationship is a role model for good neighbourly relationship in 

the South Asian region, said External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar  .

Speaking on the occasion of the handing over of 10 broad gauge locomotives to 

Bangladesh, he acknowledged the progress the neighbouring nation had made over 
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the years.

And the Bangladesh representatives said Dhaka was eyeing the “bigger picture” 

that connected the South Asian region with East Asia.

Mr. Jaishankar said, “Our two countries continue to script shonali adhyay , guided 

by the progressive vision of Prime Ministers Narendra Modi and Sheikh Hasina. As 

your close friend and neighbour, we are indeed happy to witness the transformative 

growth in Bangladesh. We have seen impressive growth rates in the last few 

years and your achievements across all socio-economic indicators have set new 

benchmarks.”

The handing over of the locomotives under grant assistance was agreed upon 

during the October 2019 visit of Ms. Hasina to India.

China conducts drills in South China Sea
Beijing recently conducted “high-intensity” naval exercises in the South China 

Sea, China’s Defence Ministry said  , as tensions grow over the Asian power’s 

manoeuvres in the contested waters.

China’s expanding military presence in the region has worried several of its 

neighbours, while the U.S. has vowed to stand up against Beijing’s territorial claims 

to much of the South China Sea, including the contested Paracel Islands.

Chinese H-6G and H-6J jet bombers carried out “high-intensity training, and 

completed day-and-night training exercises in taking off and landing, long-range 

assault, and attacks on sea targets,” Defence Ministry spokesman Ren Guoqiang 

said at a virtual press conference.

Mr. Ren said the exercises were part of routine training and had “achieved the 

expected results”, without giving their specific location.

China — which is locked in disputes with neighbours including India, Japan and 

Vietnam over islands in the South China Sea — has infuriated other nations by 

building artificial islands with military installations in parts of the sea.
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Washington declared earlier this month that Beijing’s claims to most of the sea are 

illegal, ramping up support for Southeast Asian nations with claims to parts of it.

The region is believed to have valuable oil and gas deposits.

Australia has also rejected Beijing’s territorial and maritime claims in the sea, saying 

there was “no legal basis” to several of China’s claims.

The U.S. regularly conducts so-called “freedom of navigation operations” in the 

South China Sea in order to stand up to Beijing.

Clarifying LAC could create new disputes, says Chinese envoy

China was not in favour of resuming the process of clarifying the Line of Actual 

Control (LAC) because it could “create new disputes”, its Ambassador to India Sun 

Weidong said  .

China’s troops were on the side of its “traditional customary boundary line” on the 

northern bank of Pangong Lake, where disengagement between the two sides is 

yet to happen, he stated.

That is expected to be taken up later this week at the fifth round of talks between 

the Corps Commanders of both armies.

The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said “there has been some progress made” 

towards complete disengagement along the LAC, “but the disengagement process 

has as yet not been completed”. “The Senior Commanders of the two sides will 

meet in the near future to work out steps in this regard,” MEA spokesperson Anurag 

Srivastava said.

China’s Defence Ministry said   the situation “tends toward de-escalation and the 

disengagement between the border troops of the two countries is [being] gradually 

carried forward.” While the Foreign Ministry said earlier this week border troops 

“completed disengagement in most localities”, defence sources said it had only 

been “partial” in some spots, such as Patrolling Point 17A in Gogra-Hot Springs and 

Pangong Lake.

At Pangong Lake, following earlier talks, Chinese troops pulled back from the base 

of Finger 4, where Beijing’s’s claimed border is, and moved to Finger 5, still well 
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within where India sees the LAC at Finger 8. The ‘fingers’ are mountain spurs on 

the northern bank of the lake.

The Chinese envoy said, “China’s traditional customary boundary line is in 

accordance with the LAC” on the northern bank of the lake. “There is no such 

case that China has expanded its territorial claim,” he said, speaking at a webinar 

organised by the Institute of Chinese Studies (ICS) in New Delhi.

“China hopes that [Indian] border troops will strictly abide by the relevant bilateral 

agreements and protocols, and refrain from illegally crossing the LAC to the Chinese 

side,” he said.

Asked if this summer’s clashes, marking the worst violence on the border since 

1967, had reinforced the need to resume the process to clarify the LAC that had 

been stalled since 2002, Mr. Sun said “if one side unilaterally delimits the LAC as per 

its own understanding during the negotiations, that could create new disputes and 

that would be a departure from the original purpose of clarification of the LAC.”

“The original purpose of clarification of the LAC is to maintain peace and tranquillity 

in border areas,” he said. “When we look back into history, we will find that if one 

side has unilaterally put its own perception of the LAC during the negotiations, that 

will create new disputes. I think that is why the process cannot move on.”

Galwan casualties

Asked if China would confirm the number of casualties on its side from the June 15 

clash in which 20 Indian soldiers were killed, he said, “What we are now doing is 

to make joint efforts to de-escalate the situation and ease the tension along border 

areas.”

Ashok Kantha, former Ambassador to China and director of the ICS, said “even 

experienced Indian diplomats who are deeply invested in this relationship are 

speaking of the need for a reset in ties”.

Mr. Sun said he differed with the view that relations were at a turning point or would 

be reset.
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India expects China to work sincerely: MEA
Indian and Chinese officials are expected to meet for a record third time in a month 

in the next couple of days, for a virtual conference of the Working Mechanism for 

Consultation and Coordination on India China Border Affairs (WMCC) grouping, 

sources said.

The WMCC, which normally has only annual or bi-annual meets, has already met 

on June 24 and July 10 this year, while the MEA confirmed that the next meeting is 

expected “soon”. However, the MEA declined to respond to a question on whether 

holding the WMCC meeting so soon after the previous meeting indicated that there 

is a problem in the disengagement schedule.

Based on the consensus reached at the third round of Corps Commanders talks 

on June 30, Indian Army and PLA soldiers have disengaged from stand-off points 

patrolling Galwan and Gogra, and have disengaged “partially” at Hot Springs and 

Pangong Tso, military sources said. At Pangong Tso, Chinese troops reportedly 

pulled back from the base of Finger 4, and moved to Finger 5, but they continue 

to be present in smaller numbers on the ridge lines of Finger 4, contrary to the 

agreement.
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Mamata urges NITI Aayog to prepare master plan for 
Sunderbans
West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has written to NITI Aayog vice chairman 

Rajiv Kumar for preparing a master plan for the socio-economic development of the 

Sunderbans. She called for a systematic review of the multiple challenges faced by 

the region.

“I would request NITI Aayog to kindly commission the preparation of a Master Plan 

by an interdisciplinary team of experts covering all aspects of socio-economic 

development of this ecologically fragile region. Since this will involve the convergent 

efforts of several ministries/ departments/ agencies, NITI Aayog is suitably placed to 

steer this exercise,” she said in the letter sent on June 30.

Cyclone havoc

Referring to cyclone Amphan that made a landfall in coastal south Bengal on May 

20, Ms. Banerjee said the Sunderbans received their worst battering in living memory 

from the cyclone. “Loss of human lives along with losses to homes, agriculture, public 

utilities and infrastructure, were staggering and turned the development wheel by 

several years,” she noted.

Ms. Banerjee pointed out that the foremost challenges the region faced were frequent 

cyclones that caused considerable destruction and devastation, frequent breaches 

in earthen embankments leading to saline water flooding on agricultural land, and 

limited means of livelihood among others.

“These difficulties are only going to get compounded by climate change. This latest trail 

of devastation reminds us of the need for a systematic review of the multiple challenges 

faced by the Sunderbans and calls for a scientifically designed development package 

for its protection and balanced socio-economic development. This would require a 

pool of experts drawn from relevant disciplines and also technical assistance from 

international/ multilateral bodies,” she wrote.

The Chief Minister also emphasised that the Sunderbans, the world’s largest single 

block of mangroves, was a UNESCO World Heritage Site and home to approximately 
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50 lakh people, of whom 44% belonged to the Scheduled Caste and Scheduled 

Tribe communities.

Health experts slam US mass purchase of licensed Covid-19 drug remdesivir

Public health experts   criticised the US for securing for itself a large supply of the 

only drug licensed so far to treat COVID-19.

The US government announced Monday that it had an agreement with Gilead 

Sciences to make the bulk of their production of remdesivir available to Americans 

during the next three months.

The Department of Health and Human Services said it had secured 500,000 

treatments of the drug through September, representing 100% of Gilead’s July 

production capacity and 90% of its capacity in August and September.

“To the extent possible, we want to ensure that any American patient who needs 

remdesivir can get it,” Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar said in a 

statement.

Ohid Yaqub, a senior lecturer at the University of Sussex, called the US agreement 

“disappointing news.”

“It so clearly signals an unwillingness to cooperate with other countries and the 

chilling effect this has on international agreements about intellectual property rights,” 

Yaqub said in a statement Until now, Gilead had donated treatment courses to the 

US and other countries.

That ended Tuesday and Gilead this week announced the price of the treatment 

going forward. In 127 poor or middle-income countries, Gilead is allowing generic 

makers to supply the drug.

In a statement Wednesday, the California-based Gilead said its agreement with the 

US allows for unneeded supplies to be sent to other countries.

The company said it is “working as quickly as possible” to enable access 

worldwide.

But it noted that US is seeing a significant rise in COVID cases, while “most EU and 
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other developed countries have reduced their levels of disease considerably.”

Early trials testing remdesivir in patients hospitalized with COVID-19 found that 

those who received the drug recovered quicker than those who didn’t.

It is the only drug licensed by both the U.S. and the European Union as a treatment 

for those with severe illness from the coronavirus.

Dr Peter Horby, who is running a large study testing several treatments for COVID-

19, told the BBC that “a stronger framework” was needed to ensure fair prices and 

access to key medicines for people and nations around the world.

He said that as an American company, Gilead was likely under “certain political 

pressures locally.”

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s spokesman, James Slack, declined to criticize 

the United States for the move, but said the UK had a “sufficient stock” of remdesivir 

for patients who need it, but didn’t specify how much that was.

Thomas Senderovitz, head of the Danish Medicines Agency, told Danish broadcaster 

DR that the move could endanger Europeans and others down the road.

“I have never seen anything like that. That a company chooses to sell their stock to 

only one country. It’s very strange and quite inappropriate,” he said. “Right now we 

have enough to make it through the summer if the intake of patients is as it is now. 

If a second wave comes, we may be challenged.”

Gilead had been developing remdesivir for years as a viral treatment, aided by 

millions in funding from the US government, before it was tried for coronavirus. 

The company’s statement said that Gilead is exploring ways to support access to 

remdesivir beyond the US and the 127 developing countries.

Dr Penny Ward of King’s College London, noted that many countries have legal 

provisions that allow them to prohibit the exportation of drugs to other countries 

during an emergency.

“It is unreasonable to expect that the US government should deny their population 

access to drugs manufactured in the USA,” she said.

Ward pointed out that another drug that has recently shown may help people 
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with severe COVID-19, the cheap steroid dexamathasone, is long off-patent and 

available globally.

The US has the worst coronavirus outbreak in the world, with 2.6 million reported 

infected and 127,000 confirmed virus-related deaths, according to a tally by Johns 

Hopkins University.

To date, COVID-19 has sickened more than 10.5 million people worldwide, killing 

around 512,000, according Johns Hopkins.

Top US infectious diseases expert Dr Anthony Fauci told senators   that the US 

outbreak is “going in the wrong direction” and he feared the country could see 

100,000 new infections a day if things didn’t improve. The U.S. is seeing about 

40,000 new cases a day currently.

Lunar Eclipse 2020 Date, Timings in India: Everything you 
need to know about July 5 penumbral lunar eclipse
Lunar Eclipse 2020 Date and Time: We will get to spectate the third lunar eclipse 

of 2020 on July 5. This will be a penumbral lunar eclipse, which will begin at 8:37 

AM IST according to timeanddate.com and will end at 11:22 AM IST. To recall, the 

first lunar eclipse of 2020 took place on January 10 followed by the second one on 

June 5.

There are three kinds of lunar eclipses: total lunar eclipse, partial lunar eclipse and 

penumbral lunar eclipse. During a total lunar eclipse, the Earth comes in between 

the Sun and the Moon, stopping the light of the Sun from reaching the Moon and 

casting a complete shadow over it. During this partial Lunar Eclipse, the moon 

will travel through the Earth’s outer penumbra before and after partially sweeping 

through the Earth’s inner dark umbral shadow. Lastly, during a penumbral lunar 

eclipse, the Moon moves through the outer part of the Earth’s shadow, thus 

becoming very faint.

Penumbral lunar eclipse 2020: When will it take place?
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According to timeanddate.com, the penumbral lunar eclipse of July 2020 will begin 

at 8:37 AM IST. It will be at its peak at 9:59 AM IST and will end at 11:22 AM IST.

The total duration of this lunar eclipse will be two hours 45 minutes. It will have a 

magnitude of -0.644 and a penumbral magnitude of 0.355.

Penumbral lunar eclipse 2020: How to watch

The eclipse will be visible from South/West Europe, much of Africa, much of North 

America, South America, Pacific, Atlantic, Indian Ocean and Antarctica. This time 

along, it will be day time in India during the time at which the lunar eclipse will take 

place.

Even though the eclipse will not be visible in India due to its schedule, a number of 

live streams will be made available online for interested viewers.

This black hole devours almost one Sun in a day
Scientists have found out that one of the largest known black holes in the Universe, 

which is around 34 billion times the mass of the Sun, devours almost one Sun’s worth 

of mass every day. This is also the fastest-growing black hole in the entire Universe 

as of now, due to which it has been classified as an ultramassive black hole.

According astronomer Christopher Onken of Australian National University, “The 

black hole’s mass is also about 8,000 times bigger than the black hole in the centre 

of the Milky Way.” “If the Milky Way’s black hole wanted to grow that fat, it would have 

to swallow two thirds of all the stars in our galaxy,” he added.

This black hole was discovered back in 2018 and is located in the centre of a galaxy 

called SMSS J215728.21-360215.1 (J2157 for short), which is billions of light-years 

away from us. At the time when the black hole was discovered, it had a mass of 

around 20 billion solar masses and had an accretion rate of at least half a solar mass 

a day.

Since then, astronomers have taken new measurements and according to the 

revised numbers the J2157* black hole has a Schwarzschild radius of around 670 
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astronomical units (AU). It is over five times the size of our Solar System.

J2157* black hole is not the largest black hole that has been discovered. It is beat 

by an ultramassive black hole with a size of around 40 billion solar masses located 

at the heart of the galaxy Holm 15A, around 700 million light-years away. There is 

also an ultramassive black hole powering the quasar TON 618 at 66 billion solar 

masses, 10.4 billion light-years away.

Penumbral Lunar Eclipse 2020: Important facts about lunar 
eclipse
Penumbral Lunar Eclipse 2020: The third lunar eclipse of 2020 will be taking place 

today. It will be a penumbral lunar eclipse, which will start at 8:37 AM IST and end 

at 11:22 AM IST according to timeanddate.com. During a penumbral lunar eclipse, 

the Moon does not disappear partially or fully, it just becomes a bit faint, which 

means that humans might not be able to differentiate between the full Moon and 

the eclipsed Moon.

During a penumbral lunar eclipse, the Moon moves through the outer part of the 

Earth’s shadow, thus becoming very faint. Here we are going to take a look at a few 

important facts about today’s penumbral lunar eclipse.

Important facts about July 5 lunar eclipse

• The July 5 lunar eclipse will begin at 8:37 AM IST and will end at 11:22 AM 

IST. It will reach its peak at 9:59 AM IST.

• Due to this being a penumbral lunar eclipse, it will be difficult for people to 

notice anything until the Moon’s edge has slid at least halfway inside of the 

Earth’s penumbra.

• The total duration of this lunar eclipse will be two hours 45 minutes.

• The magnitude of -0.644 and a penumbral magnitude of 0.355.

• The eclipse will not be visible from India this time along as it will be day time 

during the celestial event in the country.
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• The eclipse will only be visible from South/West Europe, much of Africa, 

much of North America, South America, Pacific, Atlantic, Indian Ocean and 

Antarctica.

• After this, only one penumbral lunar eclipse will remain for the year 2020. 

The next penumbral lunar eclipse will take place between November 29 to 

November 30 according to timeanddate.com.

ISRO releases image of Mars’ biggest moon Phobos
The Mars Colour Camera (MCC) onboard ISRO’s Mars Orbiter Mission has captured 

the image of Phobos, the closest and biggest moon of Mars.

The image was taken on July 1 when MOM was about 7,200 km from Mars and 

4,200 km from Phobos.

“Spatial resolution of the image is 210 m.

This is a composite image generated from 6 MCC frames and has been color 

corrected,” ISRO said in an update along with the image.

Phobos is largely believed to be made up of carbonaceous chondrites.

According to ISRO, “the violent phase that Phobos has encountered is seen in 

the large section gouged out from a past collision (Stickney crater) and bouncing 

ejecta.”

“Stickney, the largest crater on Phobos along with the other craters (Shklovsky, 

Roche & Grildrig) are also seen in this image,” it said.

The mission also known as Mangalyaan was initially meant to last six months, but 

subsequently ISRO had said it had enough fuel for it to last “many years.”

The country had on September 24, 2014 successfully placed the Mars Orbiter 

Mission spacecraft in orbit around the red planet, in its very first attempt, thus 

breaking into an elite club.

ISRO had launched the spacecraft on its nine-month-long odyssey on a homegrown 

PSLV rocket from Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh on November 5, 2013.
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It had escaped the earth’s gravitational field on December 1, 2013.

The Rs 450-crore MOM mission aims at studying the Martian surface and mineral 

composition as well as scans its atmosphere for methane (an indicator of life on 

Mars).

The Mars Orbiter has five scientific instruments -Lyman Alpha Photometer (LAP), 

Methane Sensor for Mars (MSM), Mars Exospheric Neutral Composition Analyser 

(MENCA), Mars Colour Camera (MCC) and Thermal Infrared Imaging Spectrometer 

(TIS).

Virus alert given by our office, not China: WHO
The World Health Organization has updated its account of the early stages of the 

COVID crisis to say it was alerted by its own office in China, and not by China itself, 

to the first pneumonia cases in Wuhan.

The UN health body has been accused by U.S. President Donald Trump of failing 

to provide the information needed to stem the pandemic and of being complacent 

towards Beijing, charges it denies.

Initial timeline

On April 9, WHO published an initial timeline of its communications. In that chronology, 

WHO had said only that the Wuhan municipal health commission in the province of 

Hubei had on December 31 reported cases of pneumonia.

The UN health agency did not however specify who had notified it. WHO director 

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus told a press conference on April 20 that the first 

report had come from China, without specifying whether the report had been sent 

by Chinese authorities or another source.

But a new chronology, published this week by the Geneva-based institution, offers a 

more detailed version of events.

It indicates that it was the WHO office in China that on December 31 notified 

its regional point of contact of a case of “viral pneumonia” after having found a 
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declaration for the media on a Wuhan health commission website on the issue.

The same day, WHO’s epidemic information service picked up another news report 

transmitted by the international epidemiological surveillance network ProMed about 

the same group of cases of pneumonia.

After which, WHO asked the Chinese authorities on two occasions, on January 1 

and January 2, for information about these cases, which they provided on January 

3.

Lunar Eclipse 2020 LIVE Updates: Pictures of today’s 
Penumbral lunar eclipse
Lunar Eclipse 2020 Today Live Updates: Today is the third lunar eclipse of 2020. 

However, for people in India, the penumbral lunar eclipse may not be visible as it will 

take place in the day time. It will be difficult for Indians to witness the phenomenon.

Countries that will be able to observe the phenomenon clearly are South/West 

Europe, parts of Africa, parts of North America, South America, Pacific, Atlantic, 

Indian Ocean and Antarctica. Similar to the last two lunar eclipses this one will also 

be penumbral lunar eclipse. In fact, all eclipse will be penumbral. The next lunar 

eclipse will take place between November 29 to November 30.

The lunar eclipse of July 5 will begin at 8:37 AM IST and will end at 11:22 AM IST. 

The eclipse will reach its peak at 9:59 AM IST. The livestream of the penumbral lunar 

eclipse will be available on YouTube channels including Sloohand and the Virtual 

Telescope website. To view the moon you will not need any special equipment to 

witness the phenomenon.

Lunar Eclipse 2020 Today Live Updates: The lunar eclipse of July 5 will begin at 

8:37 AM IST and will end at 11:22 AM IST. The eclipse will reach its peak at 9:59 

AM IST. The livestream of the penumbral lunar eclipse will be available on YouTube 

channels including Sloohand and the Virtual Telescope website. To view the moon 

you will not need any special equipment to witness the phenomenon unlike Solar 
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Eclipse. Countries that will be able to observe the phenomenon clearly are South/

West Europe, parts of Africa, parts of North America, South America, Pacific, Atlantic, 

Indian Ocean and Antarctica. Notably, all eclipse will be penumbral. The next lunar 

eclipse will take place between November 29 to November 30.

With Artemis mission, NASA aims to put first woman on the 
moon soon
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) aims to put the first woman 

on the Moon or next man by 2024. The mission is under NASA’s Artemis program 

which will help in exploring Moon’s surface as much as possible and create 

sustainable missions to the Moon by 2028. The research attained from the Moon 

will work as a building block to explore Mars in the future.

The program is an attempt to put human presence on the moon and revive the 

American space program. The Artemis mission is named after the twin sister 

(goddess of the Moon) of Apollo, the mission that put Neil Armstrong on the moon.

What they intend to achieve?

During the program, scientists will use the Moon’s surface as an engineering field 

of study and practice living in space before taking one step closer to Mars. A few 

of the main findings of the research will be how the human body reacts to the long 

durations of spaceflight, creating habitat and living on surfaces foreign to us.

How it will be accomplished?

The Artemis program will be carried out in two parts. First, Artemis I will be launched 

without a crew. This will be done to test the Space Rocket and Orion spacecraft 

together. Artemis II will be a test flight with a crew ahead of the final launch Artemis 

III which will put the first woman or the next man on the Moon by 2024.

Another mission of the space program is to understand the water history on the 

moon. For that, scientists aim to explore the South Pole of the moon.

Earlier, NASA called out the inventors all over the world to develop a toilet that can 
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work on future lunar lander spacecraft and not just in microgravity. The winner of the 

best-designed toilet for moon will receive a whopping 20,000 dollars.

Never seen before footage of Mars’ crater which can be a 
source of water
There is always a fascination when it comes to exploring other planets in our solar 

system. People are always eager when a new video or photo from space surfaces 

on the internet. A video from the European Space Agency (ESA) that was posted on 

Youtube on June 30 has been making rounds. The video shows a distinctive view of 

the icy Martian canyon known as the Korolev crater.

The scientists believe that the crater is likely to be a source of water on Mars and 

will be beneficial for future human colonists. However, the view available in the video 

is not a recorded one. It was created from combined scans of the surface of the 

planet.

The typographical data used in the video was gathered from Mars’ Express probe’s 

onboard high-resolution stereo camera. The images of the unique crater are a 

combination of images sent by Red Planet which was launched under ESA’s Mars 

Express Mission in 2003.

The Korolev crater in the video is located in the northern lowlands of Mars and is 82 

km wide. The ice visible in the crater is filled all year round. Another fascinating fact 

about the crater is that it is one mile deep.

The crater was named after in honour of chief Soviet rocket engineer Sergei Pavlovich 

Korolev, also known as the father of Russian space technology.

The aim of the released footage was to develop people’s interest to travel to the Red 

Planet. SpaceX CEO Elon Musk wishes to colonise Mars with his Space Rocket’s 

company Starship after the successful launch of two astronauts to the International 

Space Station.

Earlier in the month, an image of Mars’ biggest and closest moon Phobos was 
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captured by ISRO’s Mars Orbiter’ onboard Mars Colour Camera (MCC). The image 

was taken 7,200 km from Mars and 4,200 km from Phobos.

Rare footage of Mars’ crater which can be a source of water
There is always a fascination when it comes to exploring other planets in our solar 

system. People are always eager when a new video or photo from space surfaces 

on the internet. A video from the European Space Agency (ESA) that was posted on 

Youtube on June 30 has been making rounds. The video shows a distinctive view of 

the icy Martian canyon known as the Korolev crater.

The scientists believe that the crater is likely to be a source of water on Mars and 

will be beneficial for future human colonists. However, the view available in the 

video is not a recorded one. It was created from combined scans of the surface of 

the planet.

The typographical data used in the video was gathered from Mars’ Express probe’s 

onboard high-resolution stereo camera. The images of the unique crater are a 

combination of images sent by Red Planet which was launched under ESA’s Mars 

Express Mission in 2003.

The Korolev crater in the video is located in the northern lowlands of Mars and is 82 

km wide. The ice visible in the crater is filled all year round. Another fascinating fact 

about the crater is that it is one mile deep.

The crater was named after in honour of chief Soviet rocket engineer Sergei Pavlovich 

Korolev, also known as the father of Russian space technology.

The aim of the released footage was to develop people’s interest to travel to the Red 

Planet. SpaceX CEO Elon Musk wishes to colonise Mars with his Space Rocket’s 

company Starship after the successful launch of two astronauts to the International 

Space Station.

Earlier in the month, an image of Mars’ biggest and closest moon Phobos was 

captured by ISRO’s Mars Orbiter’ onboard Mars Colour Camera (MCC). The image 
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was taken 7,200 km from Mars and 4,200 km from Phobos.

Curosity Mars Rover’s road trip kicks off, aims to uncover 
reason behind Red Planet’s climate
The summer road trip of National Aeronautics and Space Administration’s (NASA) 

Curiosity Mars rover is underway. The Mars rover will complete a total of 1.6 km 

during its yearly road trip.

As the road trip kicked off on July 6, Curiosity Mars Rover sent a few images of the 

next destination. The plan is to avoid getting stuck in a vast patch of sand before it 

moves to the next part of the mission, a mountain called Mount Sharp. The mission’s 

aim is to study the sediments of Mount Sharp.

The image posted is a combination of a total of 116 images sent. It is the path Mars 

rover will take to the floor of the Gale crater which will release new details about the 

climate change that took place on the planet three million years ago.

The five-kilometer tall Mount Sharp’s sedimentary layer will help to reveal the truth 

of Red Planet. It may shed light on how a planet with an Earth-like ecosystem with 

lakes, streamers, and a thicker atmosphere to a frozen desert that it is today.

The speed at which Mars Rovers travels ranges from 25 to 100 metres per hour. 

The lower part of the mountain has already been explored. In 2019, the scientists 

called the lower side as a “clay-bearing unit” as it revealed the highest amount of 

clay minerals earlier. The two samples drilled by the rover were named as “Aberlady” 

and “Kilmarie”.

The scientists believe that the clay is an indicator of water bodies in the Gale crater, 

possibly an ancient lake.

NASA’s rover planners expect the rover to reach the area in early fall. As there is 

a lack of terrain imagery, the trip will be completed using rover’s automated driving 

abilities as it finds the safest path on its own.

“Curiosity can’t drive entirely without humans in the loop,” said Matt Gildner, lead 
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rover driver at JPL. “But it does have the ability to make simple decisions along the 

way to avoid large rocks or risky terrain. It stops if it doesn’t have enough information 

to complete a drive on its own.”

Earlier this week, NASA released an image of Mars’ closest and biggest moon 

‘Phobos’. Also, the European Space Agency (ESA) posted a video of Mars’ Korolev 

crater on Youtube which is also known as icy Martian canyon.

Dreams and doubts of a green revival
Teeming wildlife; cities breathing fresh air; and clearer rivers. Those were all small 

signs of hope amid a dire, once-in-a-century pandemic. Nature was supposedly 

healing. At one point in April, an estimated 4 billion human beings were confined to 

their homes. There is now even a term to describe this unique moment in human 

history: the anthropause.

The effects on the environment were no doubt striking. Ambient air quality in many 

Indian cities drastically improved. In the Himalayas, wild grasses sprung back 

healthier due to the near absence of cattle grazing in the eclipsing summer. And, 

migratory birds and animals stepped into urban areas in many parts of the world. But 

are these signs of a green revival merely a temporary blip? Will the bounce back to 

status quo be as sudden and striking?

Globally, daily carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions are already roaring back to pre-

pandemic levels, according to a recent study published in the scientific journal Nature, 

which also estimates that the forced lockdown measures had plunged worldwide 

fossil fuel emissions by 17%. India was no exception to the trend.

What’s more worrisome is the brewing controversy over the Modi government’s hurry 

in pushing through radical changes to the country’s environmental laws with its draft 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification 2020, which, according to most 

experts, seeks to further dilute whatever little environmental protection exists in the 

country, in an effort to accelerate development projects. New research indicates that 



aspirantforum.com
THE CRUX OF THE HINDU AND PIB

asp
iran

tforum.co
m

     JULY
     2020
     VOL.71

    Science, 
Tech and
Environment

Visit aspirantforum.com for Guidance and Study Material for IAS Exam

forest land the size of Nagaland has been diverted for mining and power projects 

since 2014 alone.

In the new draft, the two most significant changes are provisions for a post facto 

clearance of projects, even if they had commenced illegally, and an abandoning of 

the public trust doctrine, a development that many fear is dangerous and sheds any 

notion that India would learn from the past or from other nations that are taking a 

greener path towards progress.

“Covid-19 is a disruptive moment that provides us a window to reset our path,” said 

Navroz K Dubash, a researcher at the Centre for Policy Research and currently a 

lead author for the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (Sixth Assessment). 

“But, for that, ideas have to be ready…for, there are lobbies fighting hard to hark 

back to a status quo. There are no easy fixes.”

Whatever decisions we take to make a desired transition to a more sustainable 

environmental path, Dubash said, should not happen on the backs of the poor. 

“We can’t take environmental gains on the back of livelihood losses,” said Dubash, 

a member of the group that developed India’s low-carbon strategy for inclusive 

growth. “Deindustrialization isn’t an option for clean air. China’s ability to reduce air 

pollution in the past few years is evidence that it can be done.”

It’s a tricky thing, Dubash acknowledged. There is a lot of talk in the West about 

a “green stimulus” or a further push towards a lower emission future. France, for 

instance, has put conditions on airlines as part of its bailout package. The argument 

in India is that there is not much fiscal room.

One lesson from the unprecedented events of early 2020, Pune-based environmental 

scientist Shripad Dharmadhikari said, is that growth and ecology can’t be reconciled 

without changing our thinking. Ultimately, what happened to India’s air, water and 

forests over the past few months offers paths to imagine new possibilities.

Air quality gains

We saw a dramatic improvement in ambient air quality across India during the 

lockdown due to a complete halt to construction, transport, and industry,” said 
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Bhagwan Kesbhat, founder of the Mumbai-based environmental group Vatavaran. 

His observation is backed by data compiled by ‘Urban Emissions’, another not-profit 

group researching air pollution in India.

Nagpur, for instance, recorded a sharp drop in Sulphur Dioxide (SO2) and Nitrogen 

Dioxide (NO2) levels. Mumbai, too, showed a drop in particulate matter and other 

pollutants. India has enlisted 122 non-attainment cities that don’t meet the National 

Ambient Air Quality Standards under the National Clean Air Programme, where the 

plan is to reduce air pollution by 20-30% over the next few years. Most of these cities 

showed improvements in their air quality, albeit temporarily. Post-covid, Kesbhat said, 

the target must be met since studies suggest high covid-19 mortality rate in regions 

and cities with more air pollution. “Empirically, economic slowdowns have always 

been followed by higher environmental destruction due to high growth ambitions,” 

Delhi-based environmentalist Chandra Bhushan said.

“We often mistake signs for a recovery,” said Bhushan, currently president and chief 

executive officer (CEO) of the International Forum for Environment, Sustainability 

and Technology (iForest).

“We visualize something that may not be backed by impeccable scientific evidence,” 

he said. For instance, rivers are cleaner but their water quality is nowhere near 

good; skies are bluer but the particulate matter is still largely above the World Health 

Organization’s prescribed standards. “The lockdown tells us our base pollution levels, 

but we need solid research,” he said. “I see this is as an opportunity to wean us 

away from the overuse of fossil fuels, which would also go a long way in addressing 

climate concerns.

“We must move to more structural changes on multiple fronts,” Dubash said.

Let’s take MGNREGA: What assets do we create that are climate resilient? Can 

we dovetail the state climate action plans with the MGNREGA expenditure? Or the 

power sector: Have we thought through about our future energy sector trajectory?

“We are ramping up our coal sector and equally championing green energy and we 

are talking about going in full steam on both,” Dubash said. “We need a concrete 
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plan for future energy use.”

Third issue: Cropping choices in agriculture, which is locked into the technology-

institution-political nexus that will have to be shaken lose.

“We need to establish a new post-covid normal and not hark back to the old normal,” 

Kesbhat said. That means a strict protocol should be in place, backed by statutory 

provisions, to implement the National Clean Air Programme formulated in January 

2019.

Cleaner rivers

Several rivers are flowing better, cleaner, though their waters are not yet potable. 

In a thorough analysis published on its website, the New Delhi-based South Asia 

Network of Dams, Rivers, People (SANDRP) said the state of a number of rivers in 

India—including the Yamuna, the Ganga, Hindon, and the Cauvery—improved in 

this lockdown due to reduced human activity.

Bhim Singh Rawat, a SANDRP volunteer who tracks the Yamuna basin, said that 

while the lack of industrial effluents entering the rivers due to a closure of industries 

was a major reason, there are other factors contributing to this situation, including 

good winter rainfall, high snowfall now melting with summer, reduction of irrigation 

water demand, stoppage of sand mining and reduction of cultural activities, including 

puja, bathing and cremations.

“The organic pollution level gets diluted in the Yamuna but it is the chemical pollution 

by industries that destroys the river’s self-cleansing properties,” Rawat said.

And though the wastewater continues to flow through the sewers into the river 

unabated, the mere halt to toxic effluents for such a short span has helped the 

Yamuna run cleaner than it has in decades, he said. People in the villages along 

the Yamuna in the upper stretches are bathing in it after a long time. Late May, 

the Union Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat said water bodies across 

India became clearer during the nationwide lockdown, and called for introspection.

At Varanasi, the Ganga’s water reportedly improved in terms of both colour and 

quality. The dissolved oxygen level was 8.7mg per litre upstream and 8.1mg per 
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litre downstream, good enough for bathing. Healthy water has a dissolved oxygen 

level of at least 7 mg per litre. What’s more, the Gangetic dolphins—the endangered 

freshwater mammals—were spotted from the Kolkata ghats after many decades. 

The reason: apparently, improvement in water quality of Hooghly.

“If only our state and central pollution control boards did their duty of ensuring that no 

untreated effluent from industries, and urban sewage enters the rivers, it’s not that 

difficult to achieve cleaner rivers,” Himanshu Thakkar, the SANDRP convener and a 

water expert, said. “Unfortunately, there is no political will to achieve this simple and 

legally enforceable objective,” he said.

The state of forests

Stories of better visibility of wildlife in the forests abounded during the first phase of 

the lockdown from all over the country as a result of reduced human interference. But 

soon, it was replaced by growing concern about heightened poaching activities.

This has been the longest period in recent history when protected forests were 

closed for tourism. In an analysis published last month, the wildlife trade monitoring 

network, or Traffic, found “a significant increase in reported poaching of wild animals 

in India during the lockdown period that is not restricted to any geographical region 

or state.”

Reports of poaching incidences for consumption and local trade more than doubled, 

although there was no evidence of stockpiling of wildlife products for future trade, 

said the report. “While a near halt in human activities across the globe appears to be 

having desirable changes on the global environment in ambient air and freshwater 

quality and unrestricted movement of wild animals, the overall impact of these 

changed circumstances doesn’t appear to be favourable for wildlife conservation,” 

Traffic said in its study. This was despite the fact that wildlife law enforcement 

agencies and the state forest departments had maintained extra vigil around the 

protected and non-protected forests, the report said.

“During the early phase of lockdown, we would get alerts on illegal sand mining from 

within the protected forests, something that was quite noticeable,” said Nitin Desai, 
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the central India director of the Wildlife Protection Society of India. This was new, 

because several protected areas were unpatrolled due to the lockdown and some 

amount of complicity of the foresters can’t be ruled out, he said.

Old way vs new path

With Prime Minister Narendra Modi launching the e-auction of 41 coal blocks—

almost all of them in pristine and protected forests—on 18 June in a bid to become 

self-reliant in energy and restart the economy, the fears of negating the small gains 

that have been made on the environmental front have returned.

“This is an indication that we will be back to our old ways that brought us where we 

are; coal is at the heart of major environmental destruction and climate change,” said 

Soumitra Ghosh, a Siliguri-based social activist and independent climate change 

researcher. “While many other nations are taking an alternative path and talking 

about renewable energy, we are not even thinking afresh,” he said.

Along similar lines, the ministry of environment, forests and climate change accelerated 

environmental clearances during the lockdown for 30 projects that would cut through 

forests, snap wildlife habitats, and pollute rivers and air, drawing condemnation from 

environmentalists.

Now comes the draft EIA Notification 2020. It expectedly evoked opposition from all 

quarters. Over 50 student leaders from across India wrote to the environment minister, 

Prakash Javadekar, demanding him to put on hold the controversial notification, and 

redo it in lieu of recommendations by environmental experts that could put India on a 

greener path. Others have critiqued the notification as a further dilution of an already 

weak process. Former Union environment and forest minister Jairam Ramesh wrote 

to Javadekar asking him not to go ahead with the proposed changes in law. “You 

have already emasculated the NGT (National Green Tribunal). Now, this notification 

will be another nail on India’s environmental coffin,” he wrote in a letter on 30 June.

Some voices, taking a leaf from the lockdown and the subsequent global pause, are 

calling for a total rethink regarding the path ahead. “What we have to think about, 
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above all, is how to slow down,” said Amitav Ghosh, writer and author of many 

books including The Great Derangement, in an interview with Zac O’Yeah.

“Environmental gains (over the past few months) are not clear in the absence of 

concrete data,” Dubash said. We have to think fast, he said, because the window of 

opportunity closes very fast.

PM Modi to inaugurate 750 MW Madhya Pradesh Solar Project 
today: 5 things to know
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will dedicate to the nation the 750 MW Solar Project 

set up at Rewa, Madhya Pradesh today. “At 11 AM tomorrow, I would be inaugurating 

a 750 MW Solar Project in Rewa, Madhya Pradesh via video conferencing. This 

project adds momentum to our commitment of increasing renewable energy 

capacities by 2022,” PM Modi had said in a tweet.

Solar energy will play big role in ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’: PM
Prime Minister Narendra Modi   said solar energy would play a major role in achieving 

self-reliance in energy, essential for an ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ (self-reliant India).

Inagurating a 750 MW solar power project in Rewa district, Madhya Pradesh, he 

said: “We won’t be able to use solar power entirely unless we have within the country 

improved solar panels, improved batteries and best quality storage. We need to 

work in this direction now.”

Solar energy, he asserted, would be a big medium for the energy needs of the 21st 

century.

“This is because solar energy is sure, pure and secure. Sure because other sources 

of energy can be exhausted, but the sun will continue to shine. Pure because instead 

of polluting the environment, it helps in protecting it. And secure because it’s a huge 

symbol, inspiration for Atmanirbhar Bharat,” Mr. Modi said.

The Rewa solar project, being touted as Asia’s largest, is the first such project in the 
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country to break the grid parity barrier.

While the Delhi Metro will use 24% of the electricity produced from it, Madhya 

Pradesh will use the rest. “The project, along with others, will make Madhya Pradesh 

a hub of cheap and clean energy,” said Mr. Modi.

While the world was in a quandary whether they should focus on environment or 

economy, he stated that India had shown these two were not in opposition to each 

other.

“They are partners. For us, environmental protection is not limited to some projects, 

but it’s a way of life. When we launch big renewable energy projects, we are also 

ensuring our resolve towards clean energy is seen in every aspect of life.”

The government’s priority was that electricity reached everyone and the environment 

remained pure. “This is reflected in our policies relating to solar energy. In 2014, the 

price of solar power was Rs. 7-8 per unit. Today, it is Rs. 2.15-2.30 per unit. Not just 

in the country, all over the world it’s being talked about how solar power is so cheap 

in India,” he observed.

In order to achieve self-reliance, the country aimed at ending its dependence on 

imports.

“We have decided that government organisations which buy solar cells and modules 

should buy only the ones made in India,” he added.

Rare Comet NEOWISE visible in July before disappearing for 
over 6000 years
A new comet called Comet C/2020 F3 NEOWISE was discovered by NASA’s Near 

Earth Object Wide-field Infrared Survey Explorer telescope. It can be seen by 

skywatchers at predawn.

According to EarthSky.org, the comet was closest to the Sun on July 3 at 43 million 

km, which is closer than the average distance between the Sun and Mercury.I t will 

be at its highest in the dawn sky around July 11, after which it will gradually approach 
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the horizon each day. By mid-July, the comet will be visible at dusk in the northwest 

horizon.

It is said that if the comet manages to stay brighter, it will also be visible in the second 

half of July during evening dusk.

The comet will come the closest to Earth on July 22-23, which is when skywatchers 

across Northern hemisphere including in India will be able to see it with naked eyes 

or using binoculars after sunset.

The comet will start fading away when it starts entering the outer parts of the solar 

system in August. Comet NEOWISE is a binocular object. Some skywatchers 

are claiming to have seen it with bare eyes. However, that will not be possible for 

everyone. So if you want to check out this comet, we recommend that you get a good 

pair of binoculars.

According to NASA, Comet NEOWISE’s nucleus is about 5 km and it is covered with 

sooty particles leftover from its formation near the birth of our solar system 4.6 billion 

years ago. The next time this comet will be visible from Earth will be the year 8,786 

— which is almost over 6,000 years later.

Comet streaking past Earth, providing spectacular show
A newly discovered comet is streaking past Earth, providing a stunning nighttime 

show after buzzing the sun and expanding its tail.

Comet Neowise the brightest comet visible from the Northern Hemisphere in a 

quarter-century swept within Mercury’s orbit a week ago.

Its close proximity to the sun caused dust and gas to burn off its surface and create 

an even bigger debris tail. Now the comet is headed our way, with closest approach 

in two weeks.

NASA’s Neowise infrared space telescope discovered the comet in March.

Scientists involved in the mission said the comet is about 3 miles (5 kilometers) 

across.
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Its nucleus is covered with sooty material dating back to the origin of our solar 

system 4.6 billion years ago.

The comet will be visible across the Northern Hemisphere until mid-August, when it 

heads back toward the outer solar system.

While it’s visible with the naked eye in dark skies with little or no light pollution, 

binoculars are needed to see the long tail, according to NASA.

It will be about 7,000 years before the comet returns, so I wouldn’t suggest waiting 

for the next pass, said the telescope’s deputy principal investigator Joe Masiero of 

NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, California.

He said it is the brightest comet since the mid-1990s for stargazers in the Northern 

Hemisphere.

Astronauts aboard the International Space Station have already caught a glimpse.

NASA’s Bob Behnken shared a spectacular photo of the comet on social media 

late Thursday, showing central Asia in the background and the space station in the 

foreground.

“Stars, cities, spaceships, and a comet!” he tweeted from orbit.

Rare comet NEOWISE will be visible in India from July 14 for 
20 days: Odisha planetarium head
Star gazers in India will be able to catch a glimpse of the C/2020 F3 comet, also 

dubbed NEOWISE, from July 14 onwards as it soars across the solar system. The 

comet will be visible to the naked eye for around 20 minutes every day for 20 days, 

according to the deputy director of Odisha’s Pathani Samanta Planetarium.

The comet, which was discovered by NASA’s Near Earth Wide-field Infrared Survey 

Explorer (NEOWISE) telescope in March, is expected to come closest to Earth on 

July 22-23. However, it will be visible in the north-western sky as early as next week, 

the Odisha planetarium’s Deputy Director, Dr. Subhendu Pattnaik, told ANI.

 “From July 14, C/2020 F3, a comet discovered on March 27, will be clearly visible 
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in the north-western sky. It will be visible after sunset for around 20 minutes for the 

next 20 days. People can observe it from naked eyes,” he said.

 The comet will appear low in the northwest sky (20 degrees from the horizon) on 

July 14, Pattnaik told ANI. “In the evenings to follow, the comet will rapidly climb 

higher in the sky and will be visible for a longer period,” he added.

By August, the comet is expected to quickly fade away and will no longer be visible 

to the naked eye. Binoculars or a telescope can enhance its visibility, Pattnaik 

advised.

NEOWISE is currently hurtling through space nearly 200 million kilometres away 

from the Earth. On July 22, it will come closest to our planet, when it will be at a 

distance of 64 million miles or 103 million kilometres while crossing Earth’s outside 

orbit.

Earlier this week, NASA astronaut Bob Behnken took pictures of the comet from 

the International Space Station (ISS) and shared them on Twitter. Several people 

across the world — in countries like Lebanon, Israel, Austria, Switzerland and France 

— have also managed to spot the comet.

According to NASA, the comet is about 5 km wide and its nucleus is covered with 

sooty dark particles left over from its formation near the birth of our solar system 4.6 

billion years ago. The next time this comet will be visible from Earth will be the year 

8,786 — which is almost over 6,000 years later.

Look out, Mars: Here we come with a fleet of spacecraft
Mars is about to be invaded by planet Earth — big time.

Three countries — the United States, China and the United Arab Emirates — are 

sending unmanned spacecraft to the red planet in quick succession beginning this 

week, in the most sweeping effort yet to seek signs of ancient microscopic life while 

scouting out the place for future astronauts.

The US, for its part, is dispatching a six-wheeled rover the size of a car, named 
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Perseverance, to collect rock samples that will be brought back to Earth for analysis 

in about a decade.

“Right now, more than ever, that name is so important,” NASA Administrator Jim 

Bridenstine said as preparations went on amid the coronavirus outbreak, which will 

keep the launch guest list to a minimum.

Each spacecraft will travel more than 300 million miles (483 million kilometres) 

before reaching Mars next February. It takes six to seven months, at the minimum, 

for a spacecraft to loop out beyond Earth’s orbit and sync up with Mars’ more distant 

orbit around the sun.

Scientists want to know what Mars was like billions of years ago when it had rivers, 

lakes and oceans that may have allowed simple, tiny organisms to flourish before 

the planet morphed into the barren, wintry desert world it is today.

“Trying to confirm that life existed on another planet, it’s a tall order. It has a very 

high burden of proof,” said Perseverance’s project scientist, Ken Farley of Caltech 

in Pasadena, California.

The three nearly simultaneous launches are no coincidence: The timing is dictated 

by the opening of a one-month window in which Mars and Earth are in ideal 

alignment on the same side of the sun, which minimizes travel time and fuel use. 

Such a window opens only once every 26 months.

Mars has long exerted a powerful hold on the imagination but has proved to be the 

graveyard for numerous missions. Spacecraft have blown up, burned up or crash-

landed, with the casualty rate over the decades exceeding 50 per cent. China’s last 

attempt, in collaboration with Russia in 2011, ended in failure.

Only the US has successfully put a spacecraft on Mars, doing it eight times, beginning 

with the twin Vikings in 1976. Two NASA landers are now operating there, InSight 

and Curiosity. Six other spacecraft are exploring the planet from orbit: three US, two 

European and one from India.

The United Arab Emirates and China are looking to join the elite club.
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The UAE spacecraft, named Amal, which is Arabic for Hope, is an orbiter scheduled 

to rocket away from Japan  , local time, on what will be the Arab world’s first 

interplanetary mission. The spacecraft, built in partnership with the University of 

Colorado Boulder, will arrive at Mars in the year the UAE marks the 50th anniversary 

of its founding.

“The UAE wanted to send a very strong message to the Arab youth,” project manager 

Omran Sharaf said. “The message here is that if the UAE can reach Mars in less 

than 50 years, then you can do much more. The nice thing about space, it sets the 

standards really high.”

Controlled from Dubai, the celestial weather station will strive for an exceptionally 

high Martian orbit of 13,670 miles by 27,340 miles (22,000 kilometres by 44,000 

kilometres) to study the upper atmosphere and monitor climate change.

China will be up next, with the flight of a rover and an orbiter sometime around 

July 23; Chinese officials aren’t divulging much. The mission is named Tianwen, or 

Questions for Heaven.

NASA, meanwhile, is shooting for a launch on July 30 from Cape Canaveral.

Perseverance is set to touch down in an ancient river delta and lake known as 

Jezero Crater, not quite as big as Florida’s Lake Okeechobee. China’s much smaller 

rover will aim for an easier, flatter target.

To reach the surface, both spacecraft will have to plunge through Mars’ hazy red 

skies in what has been dubbed “seven minutes of terror” — the most difficult and 

riskiest part of putting spacecraft on the planet.

Jezero Crater is full of boulders, cliffs, sand dunes and depressions, any one of 

which could end Perseverance’s mission. Brand-new guidance and parachute-

triggering technology will help steer the craft away from hazards. Ground controllers 

will be helpless, given the 10 minutes it takes radio transmissions to travel one-way 

between Earth and Mars.

Jezero Crater is worth the risks, according to scientists who chose it over 60 other 

potential sites.
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Where there was water — and Jezero was apparently flush with it 3.5 billion years 

ago — there may have been life, though it was probably only simple microbial life, 

existing perhaps in a slimy film at the bottom of the crater. But those microbes may 

have left telltale marks in the sediment layers.

Perseverance will hunt for rocks containing such biological signatures, if they exist.

It will drill into the most promising rocks and store a half-kilogram (about 1 pound) of 

samples in dozens of titanium tubes that will eventually be fetched by another rover. 

To prevent Earth microbes from contaminating the samples, the tubes are super-

sterilized, guaranteed germ-free by Adam Stelzner, chief engineer for the mission at 

NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena.

“Yep, I’m staking my reputation on it,” he said.

While prowling the surface, Perseverance as well as China’s rover will peek below, 

using radar to locate any underground pools of water that might exist. Perseverance 

will also release a spindly, 4-pound (1.8-kilogram) helicopter that will be the first 

rotorcraft ever to fly on another planet.

Perseverance’s cameras will shoot color video of the rover’s descent, providing 

humanity’s first look at a parachute billowing open at Mars, while microphones 

capture the sounds.

The rover will also attempt to produce oxygen from the carbon dioxide in the thin 

Martian atmosphere. Extracted oxygen could someday be used by astronauts on 

Mars for breathing as well as for making rocket propellant.

NASA wants to return astronauts to the moon by 2024 and send them from there to 

Mars in the 2030s. To that end, the space agency is sending samples of spacesuit 

material with Perseverance to see how they stand up against the harsh Martian 

environment.

The tab for Perseverance’s mission, including the flight and a minimum two years of 

Mars operations, is close to $3 billion. The UAE’s project costs $200 million, including 

the launch but not mission operations. China has not disclosed its costs. Europe and 

Russia dropped plans to send a life-seeking rover to Mars this summer after falling 
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behind in testing and then getting slammed by COVID-19.

Perseverance’s mission is seen by NASA as a comparatively low-risk way of testing 

out some of the technology that will be needed to send humans to the red planet and 

bring them home safely.

“Sort of crazy for me to call it low risk because there’s a lot of hard work in it and 

there are billions of dollars in it,” Farley said. “But compared to humans, if something 

goes wrong, you will be very glad you tested it out on a half-kilogram of rock instead 

of on the astronauts.”

NEOWISE comet Live Updates: Here’s everything you need 
to know
The C/2020 F3 comet aka NEOWISE has caught the attention of the stargazers in 

India as they have been and will be able to get a glimpse of the celestial event from 

July 14 onwards. The comet will be visible to the naked eye for 20 minutes every 

day for 20 days.

On July 14, the comet was visible an hour before the dawn sky. This will continue in 

mid-July. However, the comet will be visible in the evening later this month before it 

starts to fade away in August. It will be visible only through binoculars and telescopes 

before disappearing next month as it enters the outer orbit of our solar system. It will 

be closest to earth on July 22 as the distance from Earth will be 64 million miles or 

103 million kilometres as it crosses the planet’s orbit.

“From July 14, C/2020 F3, a comet discovered on March 27, will be clearly visible 

in the north-western sky. It will be visible after sunset for around 20 minutes for the 

next 20 days. People can observe it from naked eyes,” Odisha planetarium’s Deputy 

Director, Dr. Subhendu Pattnaik told ANI. “In the evenings to follow, the comet will 

rapidly climb higher in the sky and will be visible for a longer period,” he added. 

The NEOWISE will be visible in the northwest sky which is 20 degrees from the 

horizon.
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NEOWISE Comet Live Updates, Rare comet NEOWISE India 2020 Live Tracker: On 

July 14, the comet was visible an hour before the dawn sky. This will continue in mid-

July. However, the comet will be visible in the evening later this month before it starts 

to fade away in August. It will be visible only through binoculars and telescopes 

before disappearing next month as it enters the outer orbit of our solar system. It will 

be closest to earth on July 22 as the distance from Earth will be 64 million miles or 

103 million kilometres as it crosses the planet’s orbit. The comet will be visible to the 

naked eye for 20 minutes every day for 20 days.

UAE’s historic Hope Mars Mission: All you need to know
The United Arab Emirates (UAE) is set to launch its Emirates Mars Mission aka 

Hope Mars Mission on July 16 (July 17 as per Indian time). With the spacecraft’s 

launch to the Red Planet, UAE will become the first Arab country to achieve this feat. 

The spacecraft is expected to reach Mars’ orbit by February 2021. The objective of 

the mission is to collect data on the Martian atmosphere by studying the different 

layers of the atmosphere in different seasons. The launch is taking place two days 

after its initial launch date.

In a press conference, program manager at the Laboratory for Atmospheric and 

Space Physics at the University of Colorado Boulder and scientist on the Hope 

mission, Pete Whitnell said that reaching Mars is a challenge because “It’s a very 

small target”. Whitnell explained the difficulty of the mission in layman terms as he 

told reporters, “It’s equivalent to an archer hitting a 21-millimeter target 1 kilometer 

away. So this is not for the faint of heart.”

The Project leader for the Hope Mission, Omran Sharaf seemed unperturbed about 

the result of the launch or whether it makes it successfully into Mars’ orbit or not. 

“It’s a big challenge. It’s risky. But it’s not about reaching there. For the Emirates, it’s 

more about the journey and the impact. Reaching there is one of the goals. But that 

doesn’t mean the mission has failed if we don’t manage to get there,” Sharaf said.
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When and where to watch?

The historic event can be live-streamed on the UAE Space Agency website. The 

launch event will start at 01:45 AM IST  . The live-streamed will be available in 

two languages, Arabic and English. You can also watch the launch without any 

commentary.

What to watch out for?

One thing you will notice as the Hope spacecraft launches is that it will from 

Tanegashima Space Center in Kagoshima Prefecture, southwestern Japan, is that 

it will point away from Mars. It will be only after it gets separated from the launch 

vehicle (Mitsubishi MH-IIA rocket) it will use thrusters to perform adjustments in the 

Space and point towards its objective.

The spacecraft will separate from the launcher an hour after launch. It will take six to 

eight minutes for the spacecraft to deploy three solar panel wings which will provide 

up to 477 watts of power for charging its batteries. After 30 minutes of separation, the 

ground control will be able to establish contact with the spacecraft through an antenna 

in Madrid which is a part of Deep Space Network communication systems.

Cyber crime sees spike during lockdown: DGP
Director General of Police M. Mahender Reddy   said that cyber crime have increased 

significantly during COVID-19 lockdown.

“Internet-users should be more aware of cyber risks and counter measures,” Mr. 

Reddy said after the launch of ‘#CybHer’, a month-long online campaign to make 

the cyber world safe for women and children.

The online campaign is being organised by the Women Safety Wing (WSW) of 

Telangana police in collaboration with Legal Aid Centre, Symbiosis Law School, 

Hyderabad.

“The campaign shall be held on multiple online platforms, including Facebook, 

Instagram, Twitter, YouTube, and other mediums, with an aim to amplify the 
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sensitisation during the critical times of COVID-19 on cyber crime,” said Additional 

DGP (Women Safety Wing) Swati Lakra.

She also said that the campaign aims to educate women and children about the 

immediate risks and threats on cyberspace, which also acts as an interactive and 

informative platform for a healthy discussion on cyber safety.

The Women Safety Wing will also organise competitions such as essay writing, quiz 

and polls, video posts, informative posters and Fact Friday.

DIG (Women Safety Wing) B. Sumathi, badminton star PV Sindhu, Tollywood actor 

Nani, television show host Suma, Symbiosis director professor Sarfaraz Ahmed 

Khan and other eminent personalities from different walks of life took part during the 

online launch of the campaign.

Jio offers 5G tech, to develop cheap smartphone with 
Google
Reliance Industries Ltd.’s Jio Platforms unit has developed a 5G technology which 

will be deployed in India next year, chairman Mukesh Ambani said  .

To aid mass adoption of the technology and to enable millions of 2G feature phone 

users to graduate to smartphones, Jio and Google would partner to develop an 

entry level 4G or even 5G smartphone with Android operating system, Mr. Ambani 

added.

Google also announced that it had agreed to invest Rs. 33,737 crore to acquire a 

7.7% stake in Jio Platforms.

“Jio has designed and developed a complete 5G solution from scratch,” Mr. Ambani 

told shareholders at RIL’s annual general meeting.

“As India is standing at the doorstep of the 5G era, we should accelerate the 

migration of 350 million Indians who currently use 2G feature phones to an affordable 

smartphone. Jio is determined to make India 2G-mukt (free of 2G),” he added.

“This Made-in-India 5G solution will be ready for trials as soon as 5G spectrum 
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is available and can be ready for field deployment next year. And because Jio’s 

converged... we can easily upgrade our 4G network to 5G,” Mr. Ambani said.

Jio planned to export its 5G solution to other telecom operators globally, as a 

complete managed service, once the technology was proven at India scale, the RIL 

chief said.

‘Greater impact’

Sundar Pichai, CEO of Google’s parent Alphabet, said, “Through this partnership 

with Jio Platforms, we see the chance to have an even greater impact than either 

company could have alone.”

Stating that the investment in Jio would be the first and the biggest investment 

that Google would make in India from the $10 billion fund announced recently, Mr. 

Pichai said, “Our joint collaboration will focus on increasing access for hundreds of 

millions of Indians who don’t currently own a smartphone while improving the mobile 

experience for all.”

These are closest-ever photos of the Sun you have ever 
seen
The Solar orbiter, which is a joint project of NASA and the European Space Agency 

(ESA) has sent its first photos of the Sun, with which scientists have identified a 

new phenomenon they’re calling ‘campfires’. The first photos have been a bit 

delayed because ESA had paused the spacecraft’s commissioning process due to 

limited staff during the initial spread of COVID-19. However, ESA soon resumed the 

commissioning in preparation for the spacecraft’s first loop around the Sun.

“To be honest, I didn’t dare to expect anything,” David Berghmans, a space physicist 

at the Royal Observatory of Belgium, and principal investigator of one of the 

instruments onboard Solar Orbiter, said during a news conference.

“It’s amazing in the smallest details how much stuff is going on there,” Berghmans 

said. “We couldn’t believe it when we first saw this and we started giving it crazy 
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names like campfires and dark fibrils and ghosts and whatever we saw. There is so 

much new small phenomena going on on the smallest scale.”

At the time the solar orbiter took these photos, it was within 77 million kilometres of 

the Sun. This is around half the distance at which Earth orbits. NASA and ESA claim 

that by the end of the mission, the orbiter will halve this distance.

Scientists state that these bursts, that are being called campfires, are tiny relative 

to the Sun. However, to put it in measure for the people, the smallest of these 

campfires are as big as the size of a European country.

The scientists have said that they are currently not sure if these campfires are solar 

flares or are they a work of a different phenomenon. They added, that by studying 

this, they will be able to solve one of the key mysteries of the sun; why the outer 

atmosphere (corona) is hotter than the visible areas of the Sun. The visible surface of 

the Subnbn is about 99,000 degrees Fahrenheit, the corona is at a million degrees. 

Scientists have been confused with this for long, as the corona should be cooler as 

it is farther away from the fusion furnace inside the sun.

The Parker Solar Probe will be flying much closer to the sun when compared to the 

Solar Orbiter. However, it does not carry any telescopic equipment. It only carries 

equipment to measure the Sun’s environment. The Sun is currently at the quietest 

point of its 11-year activity cycle, which is why the Orbiter should have much more 

energetic phenomena to study as the mission progresses.

Scientists state that the Orbiter will provide better photos and will help with many new 

discoveries as time passes. “Remember that the current data that we are showing 

today are merely byproducts of technical tests that we were doing, in these images 

the instruments are not fully configured yet,” Berghmans said.

The Solar Orbiter is continuing its cruise towards the Sun as you read, with its local 

instruments working continuously to take measurements and photos of the Sun. The 

Orbiter will gradually loop closer to the sun over the course of a few years. In 2025, 

the Orbiter will leave the main plane of the solar system and enter into a tilted orbit 

that will allow it to image the sun’s poles in detail.
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Agriculture sector needs reforms for sustainability’
Where does India’s agriculture sector stand now?

The country has made big strides in agriculture. Post-liberalisation, the yield has 

increased, and is the third-largest producer by value.

However, the sector realises only 50 to 60% of its potential. Price realisation is 

affected by the APMC Act and middlemen. Except for a few crops (rice, wheat) and 

a few States (Punjab, Haryana, Andhra Pradesh), the selling price for the farmer is 

15-50% below the minimum support price (MSP).

The country’s food processing value addition is less than 10% of the produce while 

for most developed economies this is 100 to 300%.

How can farming be made a sustainable occupation?

The agriculture sector employs over 52% of the workforce, contributing to only 14% 

of the GDP. Incomes have been stagnant over the last decade with the average 

worker earning less than 60-70% of the income of their counterparts in the city. With 

labour moving to rural India and depressed consumer demand, incomes could drop 

by about 10-20%.

Agriculture and food processing GDP contribution has to rise to close to 20% while 

surplus labour needs to be deployed in manufacturing and food processing.

The sector needs to grow at 5% per annum, which is double the historical growth 

rate.

How do we ensure adequate remuneration for farmers?

Increasing remuneration via MSP has drawbacks. It couldn’t be enforced beyond 

three States and it triggered food inflation and macroeconomic instability.

There are other ways: increased price realisation for the farmers, so [that] they 

get most of the consumer surplus, and use of technology and supply aggregation 

platforms for storage, logistics and better price discovery. There is potential to create 

a segment of processed and branded food, to increase farmers’ income.

Any suggestions to reform the farm sector?

The country should follow a five-point agenda for reform: focus on sustainable yield 
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improvements through scientific farming practices; improve agriculture marketing 

to increase farmers’ price realisation through policy changes; set up an Integrated 

Agriculture Export Mission to scale up food processing and exports to increase 

value addition from 10% to 50%; promote direct marketing through farmer producer 

organisations; and, seriously work on reforms in the agriculture sector.

NASA warns of huge asteroid approaching Earth on July 24
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) has issued a warning that 

a huge asteroid “Asteroid 2020 ND” will move past Earth on July 24. There is also 

information of two asteroids that are expected to whiz past our planet. The two 

asteroids named by NASA are 2016 DY30 and 2020 ME3.

“Potentially Hazardous Asteroids (PHAs) are currently defined based on parameters 

that measure the asteroid’s potential to make threatening close approaches to the 

Earth. Specifically, all asteroids with a minimum orbit intersection distance (MOID) 

of 0.05 au or less are considered PHAs,” NASA said in a statement.

According to NASA, asteroid 2020 ND is about 170 metre-long will be as close 

as 0.034 astronomical units (5,086,328 kilometres) to our planet. The asteroid is 

travelling at a great speed of 48,000 kilometres per hour. The distance from the 

earth is what categories this asteroid as “potentially dangerous”.

2016 DY30 is headed in the direction of Earth at a speed of 54,000 kilometres per 

hour whereas 2020 ME3 is travelling at 16,000 kilometers per hour. The 2016 DY30 

is the smaller asteroid of the two as it is 15 feet wide.

NASA’s Center for Near-Earth Object Studies (CNEOS) has revealed that the 2016 

DY30 will be as close as about 0.02306 astronomical units to Earth which translates 

to 3.4 million kilometres. The closest approach of the bigger asteroid will be on July 

19 at 10:02 AM IST. It has been classified as an Apollo asteroid because it crosses 

Earth’s path while travelling around the sun.

The 2020 ME3 will be farther away from Earth when it reaches its closest distance 
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to the planet at 02:51 AM IST the next day (July 21). The expected distance from 

Earth of the smaller asteroid is about 0.03791 astronomical units which translate to 

5.6 million kilometres. It has been labelled as an Amor asteroid as it does not cross 

Earth’s path and only flies close to Earth on several occasions.

However, these asteroids two asteroids don’t pose a threat to our planet.

NASA classifies objects like these as Near-Earth objects as these celestial objects 

get nudged by other planets’ gravitational attraction resulting in their proximity to our 

solar system.

Panel devises plan to manage surveillance system on trains
A high-level committee constituted by the Railway Ministry has devised a strategy 

on the modalities and procedure for real-time surveillance, storage, retention and 

retrieval of feed generated by CCTV cameras installed in passenger coaches. The 

Railways has planned to install surveillance cameras in 7,000 coaches by March 

2021 as part of a Video Surveillance System to cover stations and trains.

While cameras were already installed in premium, mail, express and suburban 

trains and work is on to cover all the 7,000 coaches targeted this fiscal, the Railway 

Board formed a committee comprising the Executive Director (Telecom Directorate) 

as convener and the Executive Director (Mechanical Engineering – Coaching), the 

Deputy Inspector-General (DIG), Railway Board, and the Director (Network Planning 

and Marketing), RailTel, as members to standardise the Standard Operating 

Procedure (SOP) for Video Surveillance System in coaches, sources in the Railways 

said  .

The SOP would consist of details relating to data uploading, retention and retrieval 

besides defining monitoring and response by security personnel and front line 

Railway officials.

Committee report

“The Railway Board would finalise the SOP based on the report of the committee 
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and conforming to the recommendations of the Research Designs & Standards 

Organisation (RDSO), a R&D arm of the railways. Linke Hofmann Busch (LHB) 

compartments used for Tejas Express, Vande Bharat Express train set coaches and 

suburban trains (Electrical Multiple Units) were being rolled out with in-built camera 

facility,” a senior Railway official said.

Besides a security measure to prevent/detect crimes at railway stations/trains, 

the installation of surveillance cameras was also necessitated as a step to ensure 

adequate safety of women and children on railway premises. In August 2019, the 

Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court had directed the Southern Railway to 

conduct a survey with the assistance of experts and install CCTV in train coaches for 

the safety of the women, children and elderly passengers.

The Railways is also in the process of installing a Video Surveillance System at 

6,049 stations of which the Northern Railway will get the maximum coverage at 725 

stations, followed by the Southern Railway with 573 stations, the sources added.

DCGI notice to Glenmark over claim on drug
The Drug Controller General of India (DCGI), earlier this week, issued notice to 

Glenmark Pharmaceuticals asking it to respond to allegations of overpricing and claim 

that its antiviral drug Fabiflu was effective in COVID-19 patients with co-morbidities.

The DCGI has sought a response from the company.

“It has been mentioned in representation that Glenmark has claimed that this drug is 

effective in co-morbid conditions like hypertension, diabetes, whereas in reality, as 

per protocol summary, this trial was not designed to assess the Fabiflu in co-morbid 

conditions. No clinically sufficient data specific to these conditions are available,” 

said V.G. Somani, DCGI, in the notice to the company.

The DCGI said Glenmark’s drug had been priced too high.

Glenmark said in a regulatory filing recently that it had slashed the price of its 

Favipiravir tablet by 27% to Rs. 75 MRP.
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These are closest-ever photos of the Sun you have ever 
seen
The Solar orbiter, which is a joint project of NASA and the European Space Agency 

(ESA) has sent its first photos of the Sun, with which scientists have identified 

a new phenomenon they’re calling ‘campfires’. The first photos have been a bit 

delayed because ESA had paused the spacecraft’s commissioning process due to 

limited staff during the initial spread of COVID-19. However, ESA soon resumed the 

commissioning in preparation for the spacecraft’s first loop around the Sun.

“To be honest, I didn’t dare to expect anything,” David Berghmans, a space physicist 

at the Royal Observatory of Belgium, and principal investigator of one of the 

instruments onboard Solar Orbiter, said during a news conference.

“It’s amazing in the smallest details how much stuff is going on there,” Berghmans 

said. “We couldn’t believe it when we first saw this and we started giving it crazy 

names like campfires and dark fibrils and ghosts and whatever we saw. There is so 

much new small phenomena going on on the smallest scale.”

At the time the solar orbiter took these photos, it was within 77 million kilometres of 

the Sun. This is around half the distance at which Earth orbits. NASA and ESA claim 

that by the end of the mission, the orbiter will halve this distance.

Scientists state that these bursts, that are being called campfires, are tiny relative 

to the Sun. However, to put it in measure for the people, the smallest of these 

campfires are as big as the size of a European country.

The scientists have said that they are currently not sure if these campfires are solar 

flares or are they a work of a different phenomenon. They added, that by studying 

this, they will be able to solve one of the key mysteries of the sun; why the outer 

atmosphere (corona) is hotter than the visible areas of the Sun. The visible surface of 

the Subnbn is about 99,000 degrees Fahrenheit, the corona is at a million degrees. 

Scientists have been confused with this for long, as the corona should be cooler as 

it is farther away from the fusion furnace inside the sun.

The Parker Solar Probe will be flying much closer to the sun when compared to the 
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Solar Orbiter. However, it does not carry any telescopic equipment. It only carries 

equipment to measure the Sun’s environment. The Sun is currently at the quietest 

point of its 11-year activity cycle, which is why the Orbiter should have much more 

energetic phenomena to study as the mission progresses.

Scientists state that the Orbiter will provide better photos and will help with many new 

discoveries as time passes. “Remember that the current data that we are showing 

today are merely byproducts of technical tests that we were doing, in these images 

the instruments are not fully configured yet,” Berghmans said.

The Solar Orbiter is continuing its cruise towards the Sun as you read, with its local 

instruments working continuously to take measurements and photos of the Sun. The 

Orbiter will gradually loop closer to the sun over the course of a few years. In 2025, 

the Orbiter will leave the main plane of the solar system and enter into a tilted orbit 

that will allow it to image the sun’s poles in detail.

NASA warns of huge asteroid approaching Earth on July 24
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) has issued a warning that 

a huge asteroid “Asteroid 2020 ND” will move past Earth on July 24. There is also 

information of two asteroids that are expected to whiz past our planet. The two 

asteroids named by NASA are 2016 DY30 and 2020 ME3.

“Potentially Hazardous Asteroids (PHAs) are currently defined based on parameters 

that measure the asteroid’s potential to make threatening close approaches to the 

Earth. Specifically, all asteroids with a minimum orbit intersection distance (MOID) of 

0.05 au or less are considered PHAs,” NASA said in a statement.

According to NASA, asteroid 2020 ND is about 170 metre-long will be as close 

as 0.034 astronomical units (5,086,328 kilometres) to our planet. The asteroid is 

travelling at a great speed of 48,000 kilometres per hour. The distance from the earth 

is what categories this asteroid as “potentially dangerous”.

2016 DY30 is headed in the direction of Earth at a speed of 54,000 kilometres per 



asp
iran

tforum.co
m

aspirantforum.com
THE CRUX OF THE HINDU AND PIB

asp
iran

tforum.co
m

     JULY
     2020
     VOL.71

    Science, 
Tech and
Environment

Visit aspirantforum.com for Guidance and Study Material for IAS Exam

hour whereas 2020 ME3 is travelling at 16,000 kilometers per hour. The 2016 DY30 

is the smaller asteroid of the two as it is 15 feet wide.

NASA’s Center for Near-Earth Object Studies (CNEOS) has revealed that the 2016 

DY30 will be as close as about 0.02306 astronomical units to Earth which translates 

to 3.4 million kilometres. The closest approach of the bigger asteroid will be on July 

19 at 10:02 AM IST. It has been classified as an Apollo asteroid because it crosses 

Earth’s path while travelling around the sun.

The 2020 ME3 will be farther away from Earth when it reaches its closest distance 

to the planet at 02:51 AM IST the next day (July 21). The expected distance from 

Earth of the smaller asteroid is about 0.03791 astronomical units which translate to 

5.6 million kilometres. It has been labelled as an Amor asteroid as it does not cross 

Earth’s path and only flies close to Earth on several occasions.

However, these asteroids two asteroids don’t pose a threat to our planet.

NASA classifies objects like these as Near-Earth objects as these celestial objects 

get nudged by other planets’ gravitational attraction resulting in their proximity to our 

solar system.

Venus has 37 active volcanic structures, scientists find
Venus is one of the hottest planets in our solar system after Mercury. Now, researchers 

have identified three dozen features on Venus, which they state could have been 

created by volcanism. If this is true then it will potentially reshape our understanding 

about the planet and its evolution.

The study was made possible by the help of computer simulations to model the 

formation and evolution of Venus’ ring-shaped volcanic structures, called coronae, 

in detail. The study was led by geophysicist Anna Gülcher of ETH Zürich in 

Switzerland.

Venus’ coronae are formed by plumes of molten rock rising from the mantle up through 

the crust. This process is similar to how Earth’s volcanos function. Interestingly, most 
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of Earth’s volcanism occurs along the boundaries of tectonic plates, but modern 

Venus doesn’t seem to possess tectonic plates.

Co-author of the study Laurent Montési, a professor of geology at the University of 

Maryland, said that there are still active volcanos present on the planet. He adds 

that they might be dormant but not dead. Venus was earlier determined to be an 

inactive planet, however, now it is being said that the “interior is still churning and 

can feed many active volcanoes.”

 “The improved degree of realism in these models over previous studies makes 

it possible to identify several stages in corona evolution and define diagnostic 

geological features present only at currently active coronae,” Montési said.

The researchers during the study hunted for young coronae in the imagery of Venus’ 

surface captured by spacecraft like NASA’s Magellan probe, which orbited Venus 

from 1990 to 1994. With this data, Montési says that they were able to determine 

that at least 37 coronae have recently been active. All of these young coronae 

are clustered in just a few regions. the researchers state that these regions are 

interesting targets for detailed investigation by future spacecraft missions.

Venus remained active long after Mercury and Mars became inactive. Due to 

which it features far fewer craters than those two worlds, which scientists state is 

consistent with a global resurfacing event that took place around 500 million to 700 

million years ago.

Other than Venus our solar system’s second inner rocky planet, Earth, is extremely 

active as of now.

‘E-commerce sites must state country of origin’
The Centre told the Delhi High Court   that all e-commerce entities, including Amazon, 

Flipkart and Snapdeal, have to ensure the mandatory declaration of country of origin 

of imported products sold on their respective sites.

The Department of Consumer Affairs, in an affidavit, said the law relating to the 
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issue was enacted under the Legal Metrology Act, 2009 and the Legal Metrology 

(Packaged Commodities) Rules, 2011.

The department stated that the enforcement of the provisions of the Act and Rules 

rests with the State and Union Territory governments. “Whenever violations are 

observed, action is taken by the legal metrology officials of the State/ UT governments 

in accordance with the law,” it added.

Dent to economy

The affidavit came in response to a petition filed by advocate Amit Shukla who said 

he had done a detailed research of several e-commerce entities and found that most 

of them did not mention the country of origin of products offered on sale. He argued 

that the economy of the nation would suffer if the sites continue the practice.

The court had earlier this month issued notices to major e-commerce entities on the 

contentions raised in the plea.

Responding to the petition, Snapdeal said it functioned as a “marketplace-based” 

e-commerce model in which it only acted as an “intermediary” and merely provided 

its information technology platform to connect third-party sellers with potential 

consumers.

‘Data field available’

Snapdeal said it had ensured that a data field pertaining to “country of origin” was 

available on its system, which may be filled in by a seller when creating a new product 

listing. However, the seller could, at his own risk, choose to leave the field blank as 

the site had not made it mandatory to enter data in the designated field.

This relaxation, Snapdeal explained, was made as the “law does not mandate a 

disclosure of the country of origin/manufacture/assembly separately, in case of India-

manufactured goods”.

Snapdeal contended that in many cases, finished goods sourced from different 

countries are packed together or assembled in a third country, prior to their shipment 

to India.

It could not be simply presumed that the rules intended that the last country of export 
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alone be declared as the “country of origin”, unless the law was amended or clarified 

to expressly state so, it argued.

China launches independent, unmanned Mars mission
China successfully launched an unmanned probe to Mars   in its first independent 

mission to another planet, a bid for global leadership in space and a display of its 

technological prowess and ambition. China’s largest carrier rocket, the Long March 

5 Y-4, blasted off with the probe at 12:41 p.m. (0441 GMT) from Wenchang Space 

Launch Centre on the southern island of Hainan. The probe is expected to reach 

Mars in February where it will attempt to deploy a rover to explore the planet for 90 

days.

If successful, the Tianwen-1, or “Questions to Heaven”, which is the name of a poem 

written two millennia ago, will make China the first country to orbit, land and deploy 

a rover in its inaugural mission.

There will be challenges ahead as the craft nears Mars, Liu Tongjie, spokesman 

for the mission, told reporters ahead of the launch. “When arriving in the vicinity 

of Mars, it is very critical to decelerate,” he said. “If the deceleration process is not 

right, or if flight precision is not sufficient, the probe would not be captured by Mars,” 

he said, referring to gravity on Mars taking the craft down to the surface.

Liu said the probe would orbit Mars for about two and a half months and look for an 

opportunity to enter its atmosphere and make a soft landing.

“Entering, deceleration and landing (EDL) is a very difficult (process). We believe 

China’s EDL process can still be successful, and the spacecraft can land safely,” Liu 

said.

Eight spacecraft – American, European and Indian – are either orbiting Mars or on 

its surface with other missions underway or planned.

The United Arab Emirates launched a mission to Mars  , an orbiter that will study the 

planet’s atmosphere.
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The United States has plans to send a probe in coming months that will deploy a 

rover called Perseverance, the biggest, heaviest, most advanced vehicle sent to the 

Red Planet by the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA).

China’s probe will carry several scientific instruments to observe the planet’s 

atmosphere and surface, searching for signs of water and ice.

China previously made a Mars bid in 2011 with Russia, but the Russian spacecraft 

carrying the probe failed to exit the Earth’s orbit and disintegrated over the Pacific 

Ocean.

A fourth planned launch for Mars, the EU-Russian ExoMars, was postponed for two 

years due to the coronavirus pandemic and technical issues.

China launches ambitious Mars mission
China launched its most ambitious Mars mission yet   in a bold attempt to join the 

U.S. in successfully landing a spacecraft on the red planet.

A Long March-5 carrier rocket took off under clear skies around 12-40 p.m. from 

Hainan Island, south of China’s mainland. Hundreds of space enthusiasts cried out 

excitedly on a beach across the bay from the launch site.

“This is a kind of hope, a kind of strength,” said Li Dapeng, co-founder of the China 

branch of the Mars Society, an international enthusiast group.

China’s space agency said that the rocket carried the probe for 36 minutes before 

successfully placing it on the looping path that will take it beyond Earth’s orbit and 

eventually into Mars’ more distant orbit around the sun.

China’s tandem spacecraft — with both an orbiter and a rover — will take seven 

months to reach Mars, like the others. If all goes well, Tianwen-1, or “quest for 

heavenly truth,” will look for underground water, if it’s present, as well as evidence of 

possible ancient life.

It marked the second flight to Mars this week, after a UAE orbiter blasted off on 

a rocket from Japan  . And the U.S. is aiming to launch Perseverance, its most 
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sophisticated Mars rover ever, from Cape Canaveral, Florida, next week.

Solo attempt

This isn’t China’s first attempt at Mars. In 2011, a Chinese orbiter accompanying a 

Russian mission was lost when the spacecraft failed to get out of Earth’s orbit after 

launching from Kazakhstan, eventually burning up in the atmosphere.

This time, China is going at it alone. It also is fast-tracking, launching an orbiter and 

rover on the same mission instead of stringing them out.

Landing on Mars is notoriously difficult. Only the U.S. has successfully landed a 

spacecraft on Martian soil, doing it eight times since 1976.

Asteroid 2020 ND: Huge ‘potentially dangerous’ asteroid will 
move past Earth on July 24, NASA warns
Asteroid 2020 ND Passing Earth Today Live News Update: National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration (NASA) informed that a huge asteroid “Asteroid 2020 ND” 

will move past Earth, today, July 24. NASA said that Asteroid 2020 ND is about 170 

metre-long and will be as close as 0.034 astronomical units (5,086,328 kilometres) 

to the Earth. It is said that the asteroid is travelling at a high speed of 48,000 

kilometres per hour. NASA also said explaining the asteroid in a statement that the 

distance from the Earth categories this asteroid as “potentially dangerous”.

 “Potentially Hazardous Asteroids (PHAs) are currently defined based on parameters 

that measure the asteroid’s potential to make threatening close approaches to the 

Earth. Specifically, all asteroids with a minimum orbit intersection distance (MOID) 

of 0.05 au or less are considered PHAs,” NASA said in a statement.

Asteroid 2020 ND Passing Earth Today Live News Update: NASA also stated that 

even if asteroids are classified as PHAs it will not necessarily impact the Earth. 

“It only means there is a possibility for such a threat. By monitoring these PHAs 

and updating their orbits as new observations become available, we can better 

predict the close-approach statistics and thus their Earth-impact threat,” NASA said 
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in the statement. It is said that the asteroid is travelling at a high speed of 48,000 

kilometres per hour. NASA also said explaining the asteroid in a statement that the 

distance from the Earth categories this asteroid as “potentially dangerous”.

Asteroid 2020 ND Live Updates: Huge ‘potentially dangerous’ 
asteroid move past Earth today
Asteroid 2020 ND Passing Earth Today Live News Update: National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration (NASA) informed that a huge asteroid “Asteroid 2020 ND” 

will move past Earth, today, July 24. NASA said that Asteroid 2020 ND is about 170 

metre-long and will be as close as 0.034 astronomical units (5,086,328 kilometres) to 

the Earth. It is said that the asteroid is travelling at a high speed of 48,000 kilometres 

per hour. NASA also said explaining the asteroid in a statement that the distance 

from the Earth categories this asteroid as “potentially dangerous”.

 “Potentially Hazardous Asteroids (PHAs) are currently defined based on parameters 

that measure the asteroid’s potential to make threatening close approaches to the 

Earth. Specifically, all asteroids with a minimum orbit intersection distance (MOID) 

of 0.05 au or less are considered PHAs,” NASA said in a statement.

Asteroid 2020 ND Passing Earth Today Live News Update: NASA also stated that 

even if asteroids are classified as PHAs it will not necessarily impact the Earth. “It 

only means there is a possibility for such a threat. By monitoring these PHAs and 

updating their orbits as new observations become available, we can better predict 

the close-approach statistics and thus their Earth-impact threat,” NASA said in the 

statement. It is said that the asteroid is travelling at a high speed of 48,000 kilometres 

per hour. NASA also said explaining the asteroid in a statement that the distance 

from the Earth categories this asteroid as “potentially dangerous”.

Why Vitamin C matters
Say Vitamin C and you almost immediately think of oranges and lemons. But did 
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you know that a single red guava has over 200 mg of the nutrient in 100 grams, 

which is almost over thrice as that in an orange. You get just about 64 mg from 100 

gm of orange and 48 mg from 100 ml of lime juice according to the Indian Food 

Composition Tables.

“Vitamin C, also called ascorbic acid, is a water soluble vitamin that helps to improve 

immunity, aids in the synthesis of collagen (skin protein), and production of certain 

neurotransmitters (the body’s chemical messengers). It is not stored in the body 

and requires daily intake,” says Bengaluru-based Dharshini Surendran, dietician. 

While 100 gm of gooseberry provides 247 mg, others like bell peppers (yellow, red, 

green: 120 mg), bitter gourd (50 mg), and raw mango (50 mg), can also provide the 

vitamin. Though it’s not possible to eat 100 gm of chillies, it’s good to know that they 

contain 90 mg of the vitamin.

The daily Recommended Dietary Allowance (RDA) of Vitamin C for adults is 65 to 

90 mg per day. “We need Vitamin C to help in the absorption of iron from food,” 

says Gayathri V, a dietician based in Kochi. “A balanced diet, for example dosa or 

idli and sambar with seasonal vegetables for breakfast; a lunch platter of rice, green 

vegetables, and dal; a guava or papaya for dessert, ensures that you not only get 

Vitamin C, but also carbs, proteins, and fats.”

Avoid caffeine as it inhibits Vitamin C absorption, stay hydrated, and cut down 

on meat, especially after you consume Vitamin C rich foods, advises Pradeepa 

Saravanan, dietician based in Coimbatore.“Include at least one serving of fresh 

fruits and vegetables per day in your diet. For example, a papaya salad with 

pomegranate, bell peppers, or banana. Vitamin C evaporates when exposed to 

heat, that’s why I recommend consuming 500 mg every day, not just during the 

pandemic but for life, to make up for the nutrient loss while cooking.”

One way of starting your day with a Vitamin C shot is to churn either three or 

four amla (gooseberries) or half a bitter gourd in the mixie with a handful of coconut 

bits and a jaggery to taste (nothing over a tablespoon). Mix with a little water, 

strain, and drink on an empty stomach. Here are a few recipes to help up Vitamin 
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C levels.

NASA’s next Mars rover is brawniest and brainiest one yet
With eight successful Mars landings, NASA is upping the ante with its newest 

rover.

The spacecraft Perseverance — set for liftoff this week — is NASA’s brawniest and 

brainiest Martian rover yet.

It sports the latest landing tech, plus the most cameras and microphones ever 

assembled to capture the sights and sounds of Mars. Its super-sanitized sample 

return tubes — for rocks that could hold evidence of past Martian life — are the 

cleanest items ever bound for space. A helicopter is even tagging along for an 

otherworldly test flight.

This summer’s third and final mission to Mars — after the United Arab Emirates’ 

Hope orbiter and China’s Quest for Heavenly Truth orbiter-rover combo — begins 

with a launch scheduled for Thursday morning from Cape Canaveral. Like the other 

spacecraft, Perseverance should reach the red planet next February following 

a journey spanning seven months and more than 300 million miles (480 million 

kilometers).

NASA Administrator Jim Bridenstine doesn’t see it as a competition. “But certainly 

we welcome more explorers to deliver more science than ever before,” he said 

following a launch review Monday, “and we look forward to seeing what it is that 

they’re able to discover.”

The six-wheeled, car-sized Perseverance is a copycat of NASA’s Curiosity rover, 

prowling Mars since 2012, but with more upgrades and bulk. Its 7-foot (2-meter) 

robotic arm has a stronger grip and bigger drill for collecting rock samples, and 

it’s packed with 23 cameras, most of them in color, plus two more on Ingenuity, 

the hitchhiking helicopter. The cameras will provide the first glimpse of a parachute 

billowing open at Mars, with two microphones letting Earthlings eavesdrop for the 
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first time. Once home to a river delta and lake, Jezero Crater is NASA’s riskiest 

Martian landing site yet because of boulders and cliffs, hopefully avoided by the 

spacecraft’s self-navigating systems. Perseverance has more self-driving capability, 

too, so it can cover more ground than Curiosity. The enhancements make for a 

higher mission price tag: nearly $3 billion.

Perseverance will drill into rocks most likely to hold signs of ancient life and stash 

the collection on the ground to await a future rover. Forty-three sample tubes are 

on board this rover, each one meticulously scrubbed and baked to remove Earthly 

microbes. NASA wants to avoid introducing organic molecules from Earth to the 

returning Martian samples. Each tube can hold one-half ounce (15 grams) of core 

samples, and the goal is to gather about a pound (0.5 kilogram) altogether for return 

to Earth. NASA hopes to launch the pickup mission in 2026 and get the samples 

back on Earth by 2031 — at the soonest.

The 4-pound (1.8-kilogram) helicopter, Ingenuity, will travel to Mars clutching the 

rover’s belly and, a few months after touchdown, attempt to fly solo. Once dropping 

onto the Martian surface, Ingenuity will start out like a baby bird, rising 10 feet (3 

meters) into the planet’s extremely thin atmosphere and flying forward up to 6 feet 

(2 meters). With each attempt, it will try to go a little higher and farther. “It really is 

like the Wright brothers’ moment,” said project manager MiMi Aung. She has one 

month to squeeze in as many helicopter hops as possible before the rover moves 

on to more pressing geologic work. The future could see next-generation helicopters 

scouting out distant Martian territory for astronauts or even robots.

Besides the helicopter, Perseverance carries other experiments that could directly 

benefit astronauts at Mars. An instrument the size of a car battery will covert 

atmospheric carbon dioxide into oxygen, an essential ingredient for rocket propellant 

and breathing systems. Another instrument, zapping rocks with lasers to identify 

organic molecules and minerals, carries samples of spacesuit material. NASA wants 

to see how the fabrics withstand the harsh Martian environment. It will be the 2030s 

at best, according to NASA, before astronauts venture to Mars.
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A couple Martian meteorites are finally headed home, or at least slivers of them to 

be used as calibration targets by laser-shooting instruments aboard Perseverance. 

Other cool stowaways: silicon chips bearing the names of nearly 11 million people 

who signed up, as well as a small plate showing Earth and Mars on opposite sides of 

the sun with the message “explore as one” in Morse code tucked into the solar rays. 

There’s also a plaque paying tribute to medical workers on the pandemic’s front 

lines. The coronavirus is preventing hundreds of scientists and other team members 

from traveling to Cape Canaveral for the launch.

Two school girls discover a new asteroid making way to 
Earth
A new Earth-bound asteroid has been discovered by two school girls from Surat, 

Gujarat. According to SPACE India, the girls discovered the asteroid by poring 

through images from a University of Hawaii telescope. Both the girls — Vaidehi 

Vekariya and Radhika Lakhani — aged 14 have received training from SPACE India, 

a private Space institute.

Both the girls used specialised software for analysing the images taken by the Pan-

STARRS telescope. The discovery was made back in June.

The asteroid called HLV2514 is near Mars. It will officially be christened after NASA 

confirms its orbit, a SPACE India spokeswoman told Reuters. Vaidehi Vekariya says 

that she is looking forward to getting a chance to name the asteroid. She also adds 

that she wants to become an astronaut as a professional.

Both the girls discovered the asteroid as part of an asteroid search campaign, which 

was conducted by SPACE India in collaboration with the NASA-affiliated citizen 

scientist group, International Astronomical Search Collaboration (IASC).

IASC Director J Patrick Miller confirmed the discovery made by the girls according 

to an email seen by Reuters.

Asteroids and comets pose big threat to the Earth. In 2013, an asteroid weighing 
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more than the Eiffel Tower exploded over central Russia, injuring over 1,000 people 

with its shockwave. Scientists discover thousands of asteroids and comets every 

passing year, but the HLV2514 is not a threat. The asteroid is currently orbiting near 

Mars and will take around a million years to cross into the orbit of Earth.

Many asteroids crash into each other and become small in size. And many of them 

even enter the Earth’s atmosphere; however, burn up completely mid-flight, due to 

the friction.

Sunrise from space looks stunning in these photos
[Important for: Science & Tech.]

NASA astronaut Bob Behnken who recently aboard the SpaceX Crew Dragon 

capsule flew to the International Space Station (ISS) has taken to Twitter to share 

amazing photos of a sunrise from the ISS, which is 400kms above the Earth’s 

surface. The series of four photographs show the sunrise at different stages. 

Behnken alongside sharing the photos wrote “First moments of sunrise from @

Space_Station.”

This is an amazing sight to look at and the images shared look breathtaking for the 

people on Earth. However, for Behnken and other astronauts aboard the ISS, this 

is the sunrise they get to see 16 times a day. According to The Atlantic, the ISS 

completes its revolution around the Earth in 90 minutes.

Apart from this, the astronaut recently shared a video of lightning seen from the 

space. He has also been sharing a number of photos and videos from the space, 

for everyone back at Earth to look at and appreciate the beauty that lies beyond the 

atmosphere we live in.

To recall, Bob Behnken and Doug Hurley back on May 30 travelled to the ISS 

manning SpaceX‘s first crewed flight aboard the Crew Dragon capsule. The flight 

did hit a few snags, first being scrubbed on May 27 due to bad weather conditions. 

On May 30 the flight was successfully able to take off and is now expected to make 
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a return to Earth on August 2, after spending two months in orbit.

The return will be streamed live on NASA TV. Both the astronauts will be bid a 

farewell on August 1 at the ISS at 6:10 AM PT, which converts to 6:40 PM IST. The 

undocking process will start at 2:15 PM PT and the capsule will depart at 4:34 PM 

PT. On August 2, the splashdown will take place in the Atlantic Ocean at 11:42 AM 

PT. After which both the astronauts will be at a NASA news conference set for 2 PM 

PT.

The reentry process is a bit difficult as the “Crew Dragon will be travelling at orbital 

velocity prior to reentry, moving at approximately 17,500 miles per hour. The 

maximum temperature it will experience on reentry is approximately 3,500 degrees 

Fahrenheit,” said NASA in a statement.

After the splashdown, a SpaceX recovery vessel will collect the spacecraft and 

parachutes from the water, and the astronauts will be checked by a medical team. 

This is the final test for SpaceX, which if they pass, then they will be getting to 

provide regular operational flights to the ISS later this year. This would also help cut 

down NASA’s reliance on Russian spacecrafts for the first time after the shuttle era 

ended.

2020’s final Mars mission poised for blastoff from Florida
The summer’s third and final mission to Mars featuring NASA’s most elaborate life-

hunting rover is on the verge of liftoff.

The rover Perseverance will follow China’s rover-orbiter combo and a United Arab 

Emirates orbiter, both launched last week. It will take the spacecraft seven months 

to reach Mars after travelling 300 million miles.

Once on the surface, Perseverance will scrounge for evidence of past microscopic 

life in an ancient lakebed, and gather the most promising rock samples for future 

pickup. NASA is teaming up with the European Space Agency to return the samples 

to Earth around 2031.
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This unprecedented effort will involve multiple launches and spacecraft and cost 

more than USD 8 billion.

“We don’t know if life existed there or not. But we do know that Mars at one point 

in its history was habitable,” NASA Administrator Jim Bridenstine said on the eve of 

launch.

The US remains the only country to land successfully at Mars. If all goes well next 

February, Perseverance will become the ninth US spacecraft to operate on the 

Martian surface.

First things first, though: Good flying weather is forecast for United Launch Alliance’s 

Atlas V rocket. The Denver-based rocket maker and its heritage companies have 

launched all of NASA’s Mars missions, beginning with the Mariners in 1964.

ULA chief executive Tory Bruno said Perseverance is arguably the most sophisticated 

and most exciting of all the Mars missions.

“We are literally chomping at the bit to take this nuclear-powered dune buggy out to 

Mars,” he said earlier this week.

Tropical storm may delay 1st SpaceX crew’s return to Earth
Tropical weather barreling toward Florida could delay this weekend’s planned return 

of the first SpaceX crew.

SpaceX and NASA cleared the Dragon crew capsule to depart the International 

Space Station and head home after a two-month flight.

Because NASA test pilots Doug Hurley and Bob Behnken will aim for the Atlantic or 

Gulf of Mexico just off Florida’s coast, the wind and waves must be relatively calm.

It would be the first astronaut splashdown in 45 years Managers are targeting 

a Sunday splashdown, right around the time rough weather is expected to hit 

Florida.

The weather system was in the eastern Caribbean   and was expected to develop 

into a tropical storm NASA’s commercial crew program manager, Steve Stich, 
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said flight controllers will closely monitor the weather and, if necessary, keep the 

astronauts at the space station until conditions improve.

You have to remember this is a test flight, NASA Administrator Jim Bridenstine said 

from Kennedy Space Center. “If the weather isn’t good or the sea states aren’t 

good, we’re going to take our time bringing Bob and Doug home.

Our No. 1 highest priority is their safety. Elon Musk’s SpaceX company made 

history on May 30 when launching Hurley and Behnken. It marked the first launch 

of NASA astronauts from the U.S. in nearly a decade and also the first time a private 

company sent people into orbit. SpaceX is already preparing to launch a second 

crew to the space station at the end of September.

NASA wants six weeks between the splashdown and the launch of the next Dragon 

crew, for capsule inspections and reviews.

NASA’s Mars Perseverance Rover Launch Live Updates: 
Mars Perseverance launched
NASA launched its Mars Perseverance Rover on July 30 at 17:20 IST from Cape 

Canaveral Air Force Station, Florida. The main aim of the Mars Perseverance Rover 

is to seek signs of ancient life and collect rock and soil samples for a possible return 

to Earth. The duration of the mission is expected to be at least one Mars year which 

is equivalent to 687 days on Earth.

The Mars Perseverance Rover is expected to land on Mars on February 18, 2021, 

after covering a distance of 300 million miles (482.8 million kms approximately). 

The landing site of the rover will be the Jezero Crater on the Red Planet. This is the 

third launch to Mars after China’s rover-orbiter combo and a United Arab Emirates 

orbiter launched last week.

“We don’t know if life existed there or not. But we do know that Mars at one point 

in its history was habitable,” NASA Administrator Jim Bridenstine said on the eve of 

the launch.
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NASA’s Mars 2020 Perseverance rover launch live updates: NASA launches its 

Mars Perseverance Rover on July 30 at 17:20 IST from Cape Canaveral Air Force 

Station, Florida. The main aim of the Mars Perseverance Rover is to seek signs 

of ancient life and collect rock and soil samples for a possible return to Earth. The 

duration of the mission is expected to be at least one Mars year which is equivalent 

to 687 days on Earth. The Mars Perseverance Rover is expected to land on Mars 

on February 18, 2021, after covering a distance of 300 million miles (482.8 million 

kms approximately). The landing site of the rover will be the Jezero Crater on the 

Red Planet. This is the third launch to Mars after China’s rover-orbiter combo and a 

United Arab Emirates orbiter launched last week.

India has fifth highest COVID-19 fatalities globally
The seven day rolling average for deaths in India is now 735, next only to the U.S. 

(1,075) and Brazil (1,052). The case fatality rate in the country is now 2.18%, which 

is “among the lowest in the world.. 24 States and Union Territories have a lesser 

fatality rate than that of the country,” according to the Health Ministry OSD, Rajesh 

Bhushan.

As many as 54,660 confirmed cases were registered across the country, marking 

yet another high in daily cases (data from Tripura and Arunachal Pradesh were not 

available when this report went to press). The seven- day rolling average for cases 

also crossed the 50,000 mark. The total confirmed cases went up to 16,38,951 with 

a 64.58% recovery rate (10,58,464 people have recovered while 5,44,687 people 

are actively infected).

Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh registered 11,147 and 10,167 cases each, both 

daily highs. The latter had also tested 70,068 samples on July 29, among the 

highest in States. Karnataka with 6,128 cases and Uttar Pradesh (3,705) also had 

daily highs, while Tamil Nadu’s daily case load dropped marginally from its seven 

day average to 5,864.
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To a question on vaccine development and how the government plans to make this 

available to the general public, he said world over there are three vaccine candidates 

which are in phase III clinical trials.

Responding to a question on the proposed religious gathering at Ayodhya at a time 

when there is a ban on religious gatherings, Joint Secretary in the Minsitry Lav 

Agarwal noted that “SOPs issued for social gatherings during Unlock 2.0 would be 

applicable for the event”.
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Aircraft carriers to get Indian jets by 2032
The Navy is expected to start receiving new twin-engine aircraft carrier-based 

fighter aircraft being developed by the Defence Research and Development 

Organisation (DRDO) by 2032 and it will be a replacement for the Russian MiG-

29K carrier jets in service, a defence source said.

“The Navy is expected to get the Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. (HAL)-built twin-

engine carrier aircraft by 2032. It will replace the MiG-29Ks in service which are 

scheduled to start going out by 2034,” the source said.

The Navy currently operates Russian-origin carrier INS Vikramaditya and expects 

to have the first Indigenous Aircraft Carrier (IAC-I) Vikrant operational by 2022. 

With a second carrier to come in, the Navy is already evaluating a global tender 

for 57 carrier-based twin-engine fighter aircraft.

With the new jet under development and also factoring in budgetary constraints, 

the Navy is looking to revise the tender for 57 carrier-based jets downwards. The 

revised numbers have not been finalised yet, the source stated.

Last January, the naval Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) successfully completed 

arrested landing and take-off on board Vikramaditya and has since undertaken 

several trials.

Deck-based fighter

Based on the experience of the carrier landing, the DRDO has offered to develop 

a twin-engine deck-based fighter for the Navy. With the successful deck-landing, 

they decided to drop the naval LCA Mk2 and move on to the twin-engine jet, the 

source said.

The new jet being developed by DRDO should be ready by 2026, Navy Chief 

Admiral Karambir Singh stated last December. The design specifications have 

since been finalised.

The Navy currently has 45 Russian MiG-29K aircraft and its officials had stated 

that there will not be enough aircraft to operate from both carriers.
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The Navy is currently evaluating the responses to the Request For Information (RFI) 

from Boeing with its F-18 Super Hornet and Dassault Aviation with its Rafale jets. 

Both companies had stated that their jets can operate off the ski-jump of Vikramaditya 

and in future the Vikrant.

In fact, an Indian Navy team was to visit the US Naval Air Station in Maryland to 

witness a demonstration by Boeing on the compatibility of its F-18 Super Hornet of 

taking off and landing from the decks of Indian aircraft carriers. However, the visit got 

delayed due to the COVID-19 outbreak.

Kashmir saffron now has GI certificate
The J&K administration   issued the certificate of geographical indication (GI) 

registration for saffron grown in the Kashmir Valley, even as the crop sees a decline 

in its production and shrinking of land under cultivation.

Describing it as “a momentous decision of the Centre”, J&K Lieutenant-Governor 

G.C. Murmu said this was the first major step to put saffron produced in the Kashmir 

Valley on the world map with authentication.

“With the GI tag, Kashmir saffron will acquire more prominence in the export market 

and would help farmers get the best remunerative price,” he said.

Mr. Murmu, while complimenting the Director-Agriculture, Kashmir, said restoring the 

pristine glory of Kashmir saffron is top priority for both the government of the Union 

Territory as well as the Centre.

The GI tag would also stop adulteration prevalent in its trade, he said.

Kashmir saffron, grown at an altitude of 1,600 metres, saw a steep decline in 

production by around 65%, from 16 tonnes to 5.6 tonnes in 2018. According to an 

official data, land under saffron cultivation has also come down to 3,715 hectares in 

2009-10 from 5,707 hectares in 1996.
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High prices of pulses may affect nutrition security: study
Food habits during COVID-19 may have shifted from diverse and nutritive diets to 

staple foods such as wheat and rice as the prices of vegetables, pulses and eggs 

rose sharply after the lockdown while those of cereals remained relatively stable, 

according to a new study by the Tata-Cornell Institute for Agriculture and Nutrition 

in New York.

The study, “Pandemic Prices: COVID-19 price shocks and their implications for 

nutrition security in India,” authored by Payal Seth, Prabhu Pingali and Bhaskar 

Mittra, was launched earlier this month.

It analyses prices of cereals (wheat and rice) and non-cereals (onion, tomatoes, 

potatoes, five pulses and eggs) in 11 tier-1 and tier-2 cities from March 1 to May 

31 compared to the same period last year. It uses weekly-level retail data from the 

Department of Commerce Affairs of the Union government and wholesale prices 

from the National Egg Coordination Committee. The nationwide lockdown was 

imposed from March 25.

The study revealed that following the lockdown all food groups witnessed a rise in 

prices compared to 2019, but the rise in prices was higher for non-cereals compared 

to cereals. After the lockdown was lifted, prices of cereals, eggs, potatoes, onions 

and tomatoes stabilised quickly while those of protein-rich pulses continued to 

remain high.

Wheat price

Retail wheat and rice prices were either stable or cheaper than weeks preceding the 

lockdown as well as same time last year. Compared to last year, the potato price 

was as high as 30-90% in several cities but stabilised by the first week of May; the 

price of onions was as high as 200-250% immediately after the lockdown in some 

States and stabilised by April end, and higher in some cases; and tomatoes were 

higher compared to pre-COVID-19 period but began to show a downward trend. The 

wholesale prices of eggs show that they fell initially (authors argue it was because 
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of fear of coronavirus through poultry), increased by March end and then stabilised 

two months later.

Prices of pulses rose and continued to remain higher than the pre-COVID-19 

levels — arhar (tur dal) was up by up to 45%, red lentil (masur dal) by 20-50%, 

moong dal by 20-80% gram dal ranged from 10 to 40% and urad dal by 0-80%. 

“The relative stability in cereal prices and enhanced prices of pulses will most likely 

distort spending and consumption decisions. This will perpetuate reliance on a 

staple-based, protein-deficient diet. The government can ensure the provision of 

supplementary protein...,” it recommends.


