
aspirantforum.com
THE CRUX OF THE HINDU AND PIB

asp
iran

tforum.co
m

     JUNE
     2020
     VOL.70

    

Visit aspirantforum.com for Guidance and Study Material for IAS Exam

News of June 2020
THE CRUX OF THE HINDU AND THE PIB

Vol. 70

Aspirant Forum
AN INITIATIVE BY UPSC ASPIRANTS

Important News In the Field oF

National
Economy
Internatioonal
India and the World
Science, Tech and Environment
Misclleneous News



aspirantforum.com
THE CRUX OF THE HINDU AND PIB

asp
iran

tforum.co
m

     JUNE
     2020
     VOL.70

    

Visit aspirantforum.com for Guidance and Study Material for IAS Exam

     JUNE
     2020
     VOL.70

    

Aspirant Forum is a Community for the 

UPSC Civil Services (IAS) Aspirants, 

to discuss and debate the various things 

related to the exam. We welcome an active 

participation from the fellow members to 

enrich the knowledge of all

The Crux will be published online

for free on 10th of every month.

We appreciate the friends and

followers for apprepreciating our

effort. For any queries, guidance

needs and support, Please contact at:

aspirantforum@gmail.com

You may also follow our website

Aspirantforum.com for free online

coaching and guidance for IAS

Editorial Team:

PIB Compilation:

Nikhil Gupta

The Hindu

Compilation:

Shakeel Anwar

Shahid Sarwar

Karuna Thakur

Designed by:

Anupam Rastogi



asp
iran

tforum.co
m

aspirantforum.com
THE CRUX OF THE HINDU AND PIB

asp
iran

tforum.co
m

     JUNE
     2020
     VOL.70

    

Visit aspirantforum.com for Guidance and Study Material for IAS Exam

Contents

National News..................5

Economy News...............44

International News..........89

India and the World........135

Science and Technology +
Environment..................185

Miscellaneous News an
Events............................224



aspirantforum.com
THE CRUX OF THE HINDU AND PIB

asp
iran

tforum.co
m

     JUNE
     2020
     VOL.70

    

Visit aspirantforum.com for Guidance and Study Material for IAS Exam

    About the ‘CRUX’

Introducing a new and convenient product, to help the aspirants for the various 
public services examinations. The knowledge of the Current Affairs constitute 
an indispensable tool for all the recruitment examinations today.However, an 
aspirant often finds it difficult to read and memorize all the current affairs, from 
an exam perspective.The Newspapers and magazines are full of information, that 
may or may not be useful for the exams. Thus, acandidate is forced to spend a 
substantial amount of his time in selecting and maintaining notes for the current 
affairs. Another problem is that it is difficult to get every bit of information, 
relevant from the exam perspective at oneplace. Thus, candidates are often found 
wasting their time in search of current affairs material. It is with this problem in 
mind that we have come up with the GIST of The Hindu and Press Information 
Bureau(PIB). The whole concept of the CRUX is to provide you with a summary 
of the important news and current affairs,from an exam point of view. By reading 
the CRUX, you will be able to save your precious time and effort, as you get all 
the relevant matter in a summarized and convenient form. The Crux is particularly 
helpful for the Civil Services, Banking, SSC and other exams that have a current
affairs section.The material is being provided in such a manner that it is helpful 
for both- objective and descriptive sections. Our aim is to help the candidates in 
their effort to get through the examinations. Your efforts and dedication inspire us 
to keep going. It is our sincere effort to make your journey easier.

Best Wishes
Editorial Board
Team Aspirant Forum

   Courtesy:
   The Hindu
   Press Information Bureau (PIB)
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‘Intolerance against judiciary is growing’
Supreme Court judge Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul said there was a growing 

intolerance against the judiciary fuelled by the social media.

He said imputations were being made against judges for their decisions. Damage 

was done to the judicial institution if the tendency to criticise crossed certain 

lines.

“Criticism is also information but boundaries need to be made or if such criticism 

becomes part of misinformation... This is not good for the system... If you mistrust 

every system, then you do not have a system and all you have is anarchy,” Justice 

Kaul said.

He said this during an online lecture   on ‘Freedom of Speech in times of COVID-

19 - Fake news and misinformation’ organised by the MBA Academy, Madras Bar 

Association. The event saw the participation of S. Parthasarathy, chairman of the 

MBA Academy, and M. Baskar, secretary of the Madras Bar Association.

Justice Kaul was part of the Bench which recently took suo motu cognisance 

of the migrant workers’ crisis. In a recent hearing of the case, the Bench saw 

Solicitor General Tushar Mehta submit how “a handful of people give certificates 

to judges of neutrality only if judges abuse the Executive!” The judge said it was 

a struggle to regulate social media without restricting free speech.

‘Migrant labourers are the most disenfranchised invisible 
citizens’
The COVID-19 crisis for India has also become a humanitarian one, involving 

inter-State migrants on return journeys home racked by pain and suffering 

and no surety of any income going ahead. Could we have an idea about the 

contours of this migration?

There is a wealth of theoretical and empirical literature on the reasons behind 
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short-term seasonal and circular migratory flows in India. For a majority of migrant 

labourers, migration is either a livelihood accumulation strategy or survival risk 

reducing strategy whichever way we define the nature of migration. The migration 

studies also confirm that the migrant labourers are the most exploited and also 

disenfranchised invisible citizens of contemporary India. It’s shocking that those 

who build fantasy cities not only can’t own a home of their own but also can’t vote 

in elections and treated like almost ‘as second-class citizens’. This double tragedy 

of migrant life is ironically further exploited by sons of soil politicians in various 

States of India.

According to the Census of India, 2011, more than 450 million Indians (37%) are 

internal migrants who change their residence within a country’s national borders. 

About 30% of the migrants are youth aged 15-29 years and another 15 million are 

children. Women migrants are less represented in regular jobs and more likely 

to be self-employed than non-migrant women. Domestic work has emerged as 

an important occupation for migrant women and girls. Facing relentless bouts of 

gender discrimination at home, and on the farms as wage workers, these migrant 

women are forced into various forms of servitude in the domestic spaces of affluent 

city dwellers.

Is there more granular data on migration?

Prominent migration scholars like Priya Deshingkar suggest that around two-thirds 

of internal migrants are concentrated in rural areas, while around one-third are 

concentrated in urban areas in India. Males dominate the inter-State and inter-

district streams of migration, while females dominate the intra-district stream 

of migration. Studies suggest that household members were found to migrate 

in various combinations — men only, women only, men and women, and men, 

women and children. Described as ‘footloose workers’ in migration studies, about 

100 millions of workers/labourers circulate from place to place never with the 

intention to settle down, but to return to their native villages and towns once a job 
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is completed or when a working season comes to an end. In between migration 

and settlement for employment and livelihoods, these footloose army of migrants 

are often denied welfare rights in their destination place and imposed debilitating 

transaction costs in case they decided to negotiate their citizenship rights.

What is the distribution in terms of caste and gender deprivation and type of 

work that migrants move home to do?

Research studies suggest that Scheduled Tribes are several times more likely to 

migrate compared with upper castes, followed closely by the Scheduled Castes 

who are more likely to migrate than OBCs, and then by Backward Castes (BCs) 

who are more likely to migrate. Upper caste households with some assets migrate 

for better opportunities but not for coping strategy. Short-term migrants are engaged 

mostly as casual labour and mostly remain invisible and often face exploitative 

labour practices. Such migrants are often found as construction workers, brick 

kiln workers, auto drivers, rickshaw pullers, sex workers, private security guards, 

household help, cab drivers, dabbawalas , presswalas , courier workers, beauty 

parlour workers, plantation workers etc. Field studies by leading migration scholar 

R.B. Bhagat indicate that the lead source States of internal migrants are Uttar 

Pradesh, Bihar, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, 

Jharkhand, Odisha, Uttarakhand and Tamil Nadu, whereas key destination areas 

are Delhi, Maharashtra, Gujarat, Haryana, Punjab and Karnataka. According to 

a UNESCO study, Surat at 58% has the highest percentage of migrant labour 

population in India, while the percentage of migrant population is 43% for Mumbai 

and Delhi. Internal migration has become so ubiquitous that Kerala, long known for 

“Kerala model” of human development and land of expatriates, has embarrassingly 

become a ‘rainbow country’ of migrants. Pouring mainly from West Bengal, Tripura, 

Assam and Maharashtra, domestic migrants are now estimated at 25 lakh in 

Kerala. Micro studies conducted by research institutions and NGOs suggest that 

around 80 million short-term migrants are working in India, including: 40 million in 
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the construction industry, 20 million domestic workers, 7 million sex workers and 

around 12 million who work in illegal mines.

There are calls for the Inter-State Migrant Workmen (Regulation of 

Employment and Conditions of Service), Act, 1979, to be amended to respond 

to the massive changes since then and to be more effective. What are the 

amendments you would suggest?

The Inter-State Migrant Workmen (Regulation of Employment and Conditions of 

Service) Act, 1979 is largely a regulatory law failing to incorporate welfare rights of 

the migrant labourers. The most urgent revision is to introduce a National Migrant 

Workers Commission at the Central level backed up by State level Migrant Workers 

Commissions. Also, we need to expand the definition of migrant labourer and 

include next generation skills like IT, mobile repair, financial services related works. 

Also, the Act needs to include provisions for State-supported skill training services 

for migrant labourers. A long pending issue is portability of migrant workers’ voting 

rights. The Election Commission of India is already working, so time has come 

to empower migrant workers so that they gather better bargaining power and 

political voice in the system. Other laws relating to workers must be synergised 

with the Inter-State Migrant Workmen Act. For instance, the Building and Other 

Construction Workers (Regulation of Employment And Conditions of Services) Act, 

1996 should be integrated into the Inter-State Migrant Workmen Act. And it needs 

to be implemented by the Secretary of the Migrant Workers Commission. In this 

digital age, we must stress more digital administrative techniques such as smart 

cards and leverage Jam — Jandhan/Aadhaar/mobile payment infrastructure for 

portability of all.

Another urgent issue is portability of the public distribution system (PDS) for migrant 

labourers and also allowing migrant labourers to use their NREGA job cards in any 

part of the country. This portability of NREGA will be a great relief, if any migrant 

labourer is in crisis like the pandemic; he or she can take up NREGA work at the 
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destination site rather than returning home.

A secretive, far-left movement with no official leader
Seeking to assign blame for the protests that have convulsed cities across the 

country, U.S. President Donald Trump said   that the U.S. would designate Antifa, 

the loosely affiliated group of far-left anti-fascism activists, a terrorist organisation. 

Mr. Trump’s critics noted, however, that the U.S. does not have a domestic 

terrorism law and that Antifa, a contraction of “anti-fascist,” is not an organisation 

with a leader, a defined structure or membership roles. Rather, Antifa is more of a 

movement of activists whose followers share a philosophy and tactics. They have 

made their presence known at protests, including the “Unite the Right” rally in 

Charlottesville, Virginia, in 2017.

The members

It is impossible to know how many people count themselves as members. Its 

followers acknowledge that the movement is secretive, has no official leaders and 

is organised into autonomous local cells. It is also only one in a constellation of 

activist movements that have come together in the past few years to oppose the 

far right.

Antifa members campaign against actions they view as authoritarian, homophobic, 

racist or xenophobic. Although Antifa is not affiliated with other movements on the 

left — and is sometimes viewed as a distraction by other organisers — its members 

sometimes work with other local activist networks that are rallying around the same 

issues, such as the Occupy movement or Black Lives Matter.

The goals

Supporters generally seek to stop what they see as fascist, racist and far-right groups 

from having a platform to promote their views, arguing that public demonstration of 

those ideas leads to the targeting of marginalised people, including racial minorities 
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and members of the LGBTQ community.

“The argument is that militant anti-fascism is inherently self-defense because of 

the historically documented violence that fascists pose, especially to marginalized 

people,” said Mark Bray, a history lecturer at Dartmouth College and the author 

of Antifa: The Anti-Fascist Handbook .

Many Antifa organisers also participate in more peaceful forms of community 

organising, but they believe that using violence is justified because of their views 

that if racist or fascist groups are allowed to organise freely, “it will inevitably result 

in violence against marginalised communities,” said Mr. Bray.

Although the Merriam-Webster dictionary says the word “Antifa” was first used in 

1946 and was borrowed from a German phrase signaling opposition to Nazism, 

more people began joining the movement in the United States after the 2016 

election of Mr. Trump to counter the threat they believed was posed by the so-

called alt-right, Mr. Bray said.

The reactions

The movement has been widely criticised among the mainstream left and right. 

After the protests in Berkeley, California, in August 2017, U.S. House Speaker 

Nancy Pelosi decried “the violent actions of people calling themselves Antifa” and 

said they should be arrested.

Conservative publications and politicians routinely rail against supporters of Antifa, 

who they say are seeking to shut down peaceful expression of conservative views. 

These critics point to moments when purported Antifa members have been accused 

of sucker-punching Trump supporters.

Ruth Ben-Ghiat, a professor of history at New York University who studies fascism, 

said she worried that Antifa’s methods could feed into what she said were false 

equivalencies that seek to lump violence on the left with attacks by the right, such 

as the killing of a protester in Charlottesville by a man who had expressed white 

supremacist views.
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“Throwing a milkshake is not equivalent to killing someone, but because the people 

in power are allied with the right, any provocation, any dissent against right-wing 

violence, backfires,” Ms. Ben-Ghiat said.

Between 2010 and 2016, 53% of terrorist attacks in the United States were carried 

out by religious extremists — 35% by right-wing extremists and 12% by left-wing or 

environmentalist extremists, according to a University of Maryland-led consortium 

that studies terrorism.

Militancy on the left can “become a justification for those in power and allies on the 

right to crack down,” Ms. Ben-Ghiat said. “In these situations, the left, or Antifa, are 

historically placed in impossible situations.”NY Times

EPFO releases restored pension
The Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO)   said it had disbursed 

enhanced amounts on account of restored pensions for those who had opted for 

commutation at the time of retirement in place of a lump sum.

In a statement, the EPFO said it had disbursed Rs. 868 crore in pensions as well 

as Rs. 105 crore in arrears on account of the restoration of the commuted value of 

pension. The government had decided earlier this year to restore the full pensions 

from May.

“On the recommendation of the Central Board of Trustees (EPFO), the Government 

of India accepted one of the long-standing demands of workers to allow restoration 

of the commuted value of pension after 15 years,” it said.

Will have to close courts if lawyers fail to follow SOP: Chief 
Justice
The Chief Justice of the Karnataka High Court   cautioned that courts will have 

to be closed again if advocates don’t behave properly and fail to adhere to the 
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Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) set by the High Court imposing restriction on 

entry of advocates into the court premises to contain spread of COVID-19.

Chief Justice Abhay Shreeniwas Oka said that a group of advocates went haywire 

at gate number 5 questioning the restrictions, which allowed only advocates with 

prior appointments to enter the court premises for physical filling of petitions.

“Those advocates wanted entry into the court without prior appointment. If this 

situation continues, then we will have to close down the court,” the Chief Justice 

said.

He made these remarks while hearing through video conference a PIL petition, suo 

motu initiated by the court to find solutions for legal and technical hurdles coming 

in the way for conducting, sitting in a Division Bench, also comprising Justice S. 

Vishwajith Shetty.

“I had to spend half-an-hour convincing the advocates, leaving all my important 

work. They were asking all sorts of questions. One lawyer asked me when COVID-

19 will end? I told him I cannot answer that. Another asked me why they were 

forced to appointments. Please tell lawyers that let them not create a situation 

where we have to close down the courts again...,” the Chief Justice told Anil Kumar 

J.M, chairman, Karnataka State Bar Council.

To this, Mr. Kumar said the council would advise the Bar associations, while stating 

that the behaviour of certain advocates could be due to anxiety.

“If lawyers don’t behave, then it will lead to closure of courts. They need not come to 

court unless they have a case or to file a case physically after taking appointment,” 

the Chief Justice said.

‘KSBC needs to act against troubling advocates’
The Chief Justice of the High Court of Karnataka   said that the Karnataka State 

Bar Council (KSBC) will have to initiate disciplinary action against a small number 
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of advocates who are creating trouble in the smooth operation of courts, as per the 

Standard Operating Procedure issues for containing COVID-19.

Nation’s name plea can be sent to Centre: SC
The Supreme Court   ordered that a plea to change India’s name exclusively to 

‘Bharat’ be converted into a representation and forwarded to the Union government 

for an appropriate decision.

“Bharat and India are both names given in the Constitution. India is already called 

‘Bharat’ in the Constitution”, Chief Justice of India (CJI) Sharad A. Bobde orally 

said in a virtual court hearing.

The petioner, Namah, through his counsel, said ‘India’ is a name of foreign origin. 

The name can be traced back to the Greek term ‘Indica’.

The counsel said, “The word ‘Bharat’ is closely associated to our Freedom Struggle. 

The cry was ‘Bharat Mata ki Jai’.”

The court said the petition be transformed into a representation and forwarded to 

the Ministries, primarily the Ministry of Home Affairs.

The petition seeks an amendment to Article 1 of the Constitution, which says “India, 

that is Bharat, shall be a Union of States...”. It wants ‘India’ to be struck off from the 

Article. “This will ensure citizens of this country to get over the colonial past and 

instil a sense of pride in our nationality. Will also justify the hard fought freedom by 

our freedom fighters”, it said.

The court had dismissed a similar petition in 2016. Then CJI T.S. Thakur had said 

that every Indian had the right to choose between calling his country ‘Bharat’ or 

‘India’.

Disaster Management Act is a good law: Sibal
The National Disaster Management Act (NDMA) 2005, enacted by the United 
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Progressive Alliance (UPA) government, is a good law but the Narendra Modi 

government is not following it in its entirety, former Law Minister Kapil Sibal said  .

Denying it to be a badly drafted law, Mr. Sibal, in an exclusive interview with The 

Hindu , said, “In fact, my opinion is just the opposite. I have referred to the statutory 

provisions of the National Disaster Management Act, 2005, in terms of which the 

National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), chaired by the Prime Minister, 

along with nine nominated members is to approve a National Plan to deal with a 

national disaster.”

Several Opposition parties, including the Congress, in the past, have accused the 

Centre of ‘taking over most administrative power and disempowering States’ using 

the Disaster Management Act.

“The NDMA is charged (Section12) with the responsibility of issuing guidelines 

prescribing minimum standards of relief to persons affected by the disaster including 

minimum requirements to be provided in relief camps in relation to shelter, food, 

drinking water, medical cover and sanitation. Special provisions are to be made 

for widows and orphans along with ex gratia assistance on account of loss of life 

and for restoration of means of livelihood. Unfortunately, the NDMA has washed 

its hands of these obligations... In fact, this good law has been followed more in its 

breach than in compliance thereof,” Mr. Sibal added.

Workers’ issue

Asked if the Supreme Court should have intervened earlier on the migrant workers’ 

issue, he said, “The decision not to interfere earlier and to have accepted the 

Solicitor General’s statement that there were no migrants on the road is certainly a 

decision that is open to criticism.”

On the issue of institutions, including the Supreme Court, coming under attack from 

social media platforms — an issue highlighted by Supreme Court judge Justice 

Sanjay Kishan Kaul — that can lead to erosion of faith, the former Law Minister 

said social media was not the only factor.
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“There are many things that have happened within the court in the recent past that 

have contributed to this, which is why retired judges of the court have expressed 

their misgivings about the functioning of the court. The fact that in January, 2019, 

four distinguished judges at a press conference expressed concerns about the 

functioning of the court and the threat to democracy, had nothing to do with the 

social media. The fact that an ex-Chief Justice presided over a Bench on a Saturday 

in respect of allegations concerning him, had nothing to do with the social media. 

It is time for the institution to introspect and not blame only those beyond court 

precincts,” Mr. Sibal said.

‘It is more detrimental’: SC questions interest charged in 
loan repayment moratorium
The Supreme Court   questioned the decision of banks to continue charging 

interest on loan amounts despite the moratorium on repayment announced 

by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in view of the national lockdown to curb 

the coronavirus pandemic.

“On the one hand (you are) granting moratorium and nothing (no moratorium) in 

interest. It is more detrimental,” Justice M R Shah, who was hearing the matter with 

Justices Ashok Bhushan and S K Kaul, observed.

In an affidavit filed  , RBI had told the court that it does not consider it prudent or 

appropriate to go for a “forced waiver of interest” on deferred loans repayments, 

thereby “risking financial viability of banks it is mandated to regulate, and putting 

interests of depositors in jeopardy”.

The court was hearing a petition filed by Uttar Pradesh resident Gajendra Sharma, 

who urged the court to declare as ultra vires the part of RBI’s March 27 notification 

charging interest on deferred loan repayment. In his petition, Sharma said it 

“creates hardship in the present scenario of complete national lockdown, (which 
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is) being extended from time to time”.

Taking up the matter  , Justice Bhushan conveyed displeasure over contents of 

the affidavit appearing in the media even before it had come up for hearing and 

cautioned that it should not happen again. Solicitor General Tushar Mehta said the 

Finance Ministry also wishes to file its reply in the matter.

Justice Bhushan said there are two aspects to the issue — interest during 

moratorium period and interest on this interest.

Justice Kaul observed that these are not normal times. “Let me respond with the 

Finance Ministry and the RBI together,” Mehta submitted.

Appearing for the petitioner, senior advocate Rajiv Dutta said, “The cat is out 

of bag…. They are saying profitability of bank (is) prime.” He referred to the top 

court’s earlier order allowing Air India to operate non-scheduled international flights 

without leaving a seat in between only up to June 6.

At this, Justice Bhushan said, “We know economic aspect (is) not higher than 

health of people.”

At this, Dutta said, “So only the banks should earn and rest of the country goes 

down under?” Dutta said he wants to file a rejoinder.

The court fixed June 12 to hear it again.

In his petition, Gajendra Sharma said he runs an optical store in Agra, UP, and 

had a gross annual total income of about Rs. 6.57 lakh. He had taken a home loan 

from ICICI Bank and has been paying EMIs without any default. But the extended 

lockdown, he said, created “immense burden” on his budget, as apart from paying 

EMI on home loan he has to pay his employees, and also manage his home and 

family.

While hearing some PILs on the matter, the court had on April 30 expressed doubts 

on whether banks were passing on reliefs announced by the RBI to borrowers 

and asked the apex bank to ensure compliance. However, the bench refused to 

interfere after noting that none of the petitioners were personally aggrieved and left 
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the question of law open.

Hit by Covid: Delivery, immunisation, nutrition
In Jalgaon’s Kanchan Nagar, Anjali Birade (20) cradles her month-old son, Ronak, 

born on the bed she is sitting on. On May 5, at 1.30 am she developed labour 

pain. “The civil hospital here has been converted into a Covid-19 facility. Private 

nursing homes nearby were also shut,” her husband Chandrakant Birade said. 

With nowhere to go, they woke up an elderly woman in the neighbourhood around 

4 am to deliver the baby.

A month since Ronak’s birth, no immunisation shot has been administered to 

the child against infections like hepatitis, measles, and polio. From institutional 

deliveries to ante-natal care, immunisation to Anganwadi schemes, the Covid-

19 pandemic has hit all crucial healthcare services.

The effects have rippled in tribal stretches as well. Forty km from Jalgaon, Asrabari 

village near Satpura range has not been visited by any Anganwadi workers or 

Accredited Social Health Activists (ASHAs) since March. The village, housing 

Tadvis and Pawaras tribes, has not reported any Covid-19 case but the lockdown 

has hit services for pregnant women.

Aged 17, Sangeeta Ramsar is six-month pregnant with her first child. “I have not 

gone to a primary health centre, and no one came here to check me,” she said. 

She has to walk 7 km to reach the nearest village where public transport was 

available until March. Since the lockdown, even that transport is lost.

Her neighbour Reshma Bodya delivered her fifth son a fortnight ago in a hut. “Yahan 

koi gadi nahi hai. Shehar band pada hai virus ke karan. Hospital kaise jaye (There 

is no vehicle here. The city is shut due to coronavirus. How do we go to hospital),” 

said Khedya Patil, a tribal woman.
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Anjali Birade with her month old baby in Jalgaon, he is yet to get any immunisation 

shot. Express Photo: Tabassum Barnagarwala

District health officer Dr DS Potode said since Asrabari is a tribal area, the 

institutional delivery rate is already low there. “In nearby villages, we have a facility 

for delivery at the primary health centre,” he said.

According to MLA Girish Mahajan, Jalgaon civil hospital was performing 1,000 

childbirths in a month. “Since it became a Covid-19 facility, there have been zero 

deliveries there. Another private hospital, Godavari, has been converted into a civil 

hospital, but it has performed only 200 deliveries. Every other health service has 

been affected since the civil hospital has been converted,” Mahajan said.

In Parola taluka, Mangrul primary health centre has 148 pregnant women registered 

since March after lockdown, of them 37 are first-time pregnancies, all eligible for 

Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY), a scheme under which Rs 5,000 

is given to a woman for her first delivery. Nurse Ankita Aadhav said since the 

pandemic began, data entry procedures have come to a standstill. “We have not 

been able to link bank accounts and Aadhaar. None of these women has received 

the first installment of Rs 2,000,” she said.

As per government norms, immunisation activity, ante-natal check-ups are prohibited 

in containment and buffer zones where Covid-19 positive cases are diagnosed to 

prevent the risk of transmission. “We have allowed these health services outside 

containment zones. So, services may be slightly affected in containment areas,” 

said Dr Archana Patil, additional director in Directorate of Health Services. “But we 

are managing to meet targets for immunisation and deliveries,” she added.

Anup Kumar Yadav, director of National Health Mission, admitted the health 

services were hit in March and April as resources were diverted to address the 

Covid-19 pandemic. “The state government kept rural hospitals, primary health 

centres and sub-centres free from Covid-19 activities to focus on other services to 

solve these issues,” he said. But in several districts ASHAs have been engaged in 
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Covid-19 survey of migrants, affecting mother and child care services. “Our focus 

is to find migrants, who travelled from outside, and quarantine them. After that if 

there is time, I focus on immunisation and ante-natal care,” said ASHA worker 

Swati Patil in Mangrul village.

 Sangeeta Ramsar, six month pregnant, has not undergone a single ANC checkup. 

Express Photo: Tabassum Barnagarwala

Maharashtra performs 80,000-90,000 deliveries in government sector per month. 

State officials said corporations like Pune, Mumbai, Thane, Jalgaon, and Malegaon 

that have been hit by Covid-19 are facing problems with routine health services.

Pregnant and lactating women are also not able to avail Bharat Ratna APJ Abdul 

Kalam Amrut Yojna in parts of state. In Akkalkuan, Dhadgaon, and Toranmal areas 

of Nandurbar, Anganwadis are shut and pregnant women are getting no ration, a 

review meeting held in the first week of June found. Food for children aged up to 

six years has also been affected. In May, Nandurbar district data found that 15,402 

children were screened at Akkalkuan, known for a high malnourishment rate, 

and 2.3 per cent were found severely underweight and 12.6 per cent moderately 

underweight.

In Jalgaon, no such screening of children for malnourishment has been carried 

out for the last three months, when such an exercise must be undertaken at least 

once a month.

Anganwadi worker Seema Patil said, “We can’t do house-to-house visits to weigh 

children, as there is Covid-19 scare. There is also a problem of ration. We had 

asked for ration for 65 children, for nine children no ration came.”

Health secretary, Dr Pradeep Vyas, admitted that the pandemic had hit other 

services. “We are working on normalising routine services,” he said. Indra Mallo, 

who heads Integrated Child Development Services, which monitors Anganwadis, 

was unavailable for comment.
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L-G overrules Delhi govt. order to restrict COVID-19 
treatment
Lieutenant-Governor Anil Baijal, in his capacity as Chairperson of the Delhi 

Disaster Management Authority,   overruled the Aam Aadmi Party government’s 

decision to restrict COVID-19 treatment and admission at both private and State-

run city hospitals to those bearing documented proof of residence in Delhi. In 

another order, the L-G directed that guidelines issued by the Indian Council of 

Medical Research regarding testing of contacts of patients be followed “without 

any deviation”, effectively overturning the AAP government’s order for COVID-19 

test only for symptomatic patients.

The L-G’s orders came on the eve of a crucial meeting of the DDMA with 

representatives of the Delhi government to reassess the Capital’s strategy to tackle 

the novel coronavirus threat.

CM’s COVID-19 test

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal was earlier scheduled to attend the meeting   but 

his deputy Manish Sisodia will now now fill in for him as the former will undergo a 

COVID-19 test after complaining of fever and irritation in his throat.

In his order, the L-G made it clear that the Supreme Court had “invariably held 

in several successive judgments that ‘Right to Health’ is an integral part of ‘Right 

to Life’ under Article 21 of the Constitution”. He directed all departments and 

authorities concerned to ensure that monitoring/treatment is not denied to any 

COVID-19 patient on the ground of not being a resident of NCT of Delhi.

Mr. Kejriwal, in a tweet, said the L-G’s order had created “a huge challenge”. “May 

God bless us to serve the people of the whole country. We will try to provide 

treatment to all (sic),” he tweeted.

Mr. Sisodia accused the BJP of putting pressure on Mr. Baijal. “Delhi government 

is trying to manage this disaster thoughtfully and honestly. BJP can’t accept this 

and that is why they are doing this cheap politics by putting pressure on the LG.”
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In two late-night orders  , the Delhi government’s health department “set aside” its 

Sunday order restricting treatment to residents of Delhi and also the June 2 order 

pertaining to asymptomatic contacts of COVID-19 patients.

Poor rating for Kerala local bodies’ waste management
The State Level Monitoring Committee (SLMC) appointed by the National Green 

Tribunal (NGT) has given a poor rating for the management of solid waste by a 

large number of local bodies in Kerala.

“The date on solid waste management collected from various local bodies in the 

State reveals that certain local bodies have made considerable achievement in the 

field while a large number of local bodies have registered a poor performance,” 

pointed out the supplementary report submitted by A.V. Ramakrishna Pillai, SLMC 

chairman, before the NGT’s Principal Bench, New Delhi.

It is distressing to note that directions given to the District Level Monitoring 

Committees to conduct periodical trainings as well as the direction to the District 

Collectors/District Magistrates to prepare District Environment Plans have gone 

into deaf ears. The District Collectors who are also the District Magistrates can 

play a pivotal role in the matter. Therefore they are to be awakened from their 

present lethargy by strict directions from this tribunal, it said.

The report also referred to the resignation of Ajit Haridas, former chairman of 

the Kerala State Pollution Control Board, after the government issued a show 

cause notice to him for giving notices to various local bodies under Section 5 of 

the Environmental Protection Act, 1986 for violation of Solid Waste Management 

Rules.

Here it is crucial to note that no specific permission of the State government or any 

authority under it is required for issuing notice under Section 5 of the Environment 

Protection Act against any local body for violation of its provisions. The powers 
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vested with the Union government under Sec. 5 of the Environment Protection 

Act, 1986, is delegated to the Chairpersons of the State Pollution Control Boards 

through a Union government notification S.C.327(E) dated April 10, 2001.

J&K’s new media policy aimed at censorship: NC, PDP, PC
J&K’s regional parties, including the National Conference, the Peoples Democratic 

Party and the Peoples Conference, expressed apprehensions about the possible 

misuse of the J&K administration’s newly framed media policy, which calls for 

background checks on reporters and legal action against “fake news”. “The new 

media policy is an assault on the freedom of speech and the role of the press in 

a democracy,” said NC spokesperson Imran Nabi Dar. “Freedom of press is what 

underlines the difference between a democracy and despotism,” he added.

Changes to Karnataka Land Reforms Act to allow non-
agriculturists to buy farmland
In a significant change to the Karnataka Land Reforms Act, 1961, the State Cabinet   

decided to allow non-agriculturists to purchase agricultural land and to remove the 

ceiling on income from non-agricultural sources to do so. It has also decided to 

increased the number of units of land a person can hold.

The government has decided to repeal Sections 63 (a), 79 (a), (b) and (c) in the 

existing legislation to enable these changes.

The Congress government, led by Siddaramaiah, had amended the Act in 2015 

and increased the income limit from non-agricultural sources to purchase farm 

land from Rs. 2 lakh to Rs. 25 lakh. The income limit was fixed to prevent the 

misuse of farmland.

Interestingly, the BJP, then in the Opposition, had opposed the Bill saying it would 

defeat the very purpose of the Land Reforms Act.
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Briefing the Cabinet decisions, Revenue Minister R. Ahsok and Law and 

Parliamentary Affairs Minister J.C. Madhuswamy said that amendments to the 

existing Act will be made during the next session of the State Legislature and it 

would enable any person to purchase farm land to start farming activities.

Currently, Section 63 (a) of the Act imposes a ceiling of 10 units for a five-member 

family. This ceiling will be removed to enable a family to possess 20 units for a five- 

member family. The ceiling will be increased from 20 units to 40 units for a family 

having more than five members, the Ministers said.

A few months ago, to give a pro-industry push, the B.S. Yediyurappa-led government 

had amended the Act allowing acquisition and conversion of agricultural land for 

industrial purposes within a 30-day time frame and the Opposition Congress had 

strongly opposed it.

More recently, the government also allowed the Agricultural Produce Marketing 

Committee (APMC) Act, which also saw opposition.

The Ministers defended the move sayin that Land Reforms Acts have been 

amended in other States and non-agriculturists have been buying lands.

High-salaried IT/BT professionals of Bengaluru and other cities have been buying 

land in neighbouring States owing to flexible laws there. The proposed changes in 

the Act will enable them to invest in agricultural land in Karnataka too, they said.

The proposed changes will help farmers get good price for their land. Also, keeping 

in mind the land dispute cases in courts, it was decided to bring in changes in the 

Act, Mr. Ashok added.

State Water and Sanitation Mission formed
The State government has issued orders forming a State Water and Sanitation 

Mission (SWSM) and district water and sanitation missions (DWSMs) for effectively 

implementing the centrally assisted Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) rural water supply 
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programme in the State.

As per the June-8 order, the 15-member apex committee of the SWSM, which will 

oversee the implementation, will be chaired by the Chief Secretary. This panel 

shall also include three members with expertise in sectors such as rural water 

supply and public service.

The executive committee of the SWSM will be headed by the Additional Chief 

Secretary (Water Resources).

The operational guidelines for JJM issued by the Ministry of Jal Shakti require the 

States/UTs to form an SWSM, and, in each district, a DWSM. The State Cabinet 

had given its approval for taking up JJM-related works to the tune of Rs. 880 crore 

in the current fiscal.

The responsibility for project implementation and upkeep, as per the JJM guidelines, 

chiefly rests with the grama panchayats.

Through JJM, the State government hopes to provide water connections to Rs. 

52.85 lakh rural households by 2024. This year, priority would be given to those 

panchayats that are willing to dole out 10% as beneficiary contribution and 15% 

panchayat share, according to the Water Resources Department. Overall, rural 

water supply works to the tune of Rs. 22,720 crore would be undertaken under JJM 

in the State. The State government is expected to formally launch JJM activities in 

the State this month. In May, the government had appointed a panel headed by B. 

Ashok, Secretary (Water Resources), to prepare a roadmap for the implementation 

of JJM, and the World Bank’s report on improving the performance of KWA.

Beijing think-tank raises Article 370
A report authored by a senior figure at an influential Chinese think-tank has linked 

the current tensions along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) to India’s move last 

year to dilute Article 370 and change the status of Jammu and Kashmir, a decision 
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that China had voiced opposition to.

The article, for the first time, described the move as a joint challenge to China and 

Pakistan, saying the move had “posed a challenge to the sovereignty of Pakistan 

and China”.

The report was shared   on social media by a press officer at the Chinese Embassy 

in Islamabad, although it was first published on June 4 and has since been shared 

on several Chinese websites.

Status of Ladakh

“On the Chinese side, India opened up new territory on the map, incorporated part 

of the areas under the local jurisdiction of Xinjiang and Tibet into its Ladakh union 

territory,” it said. “This forced China into the Kashmir dispute, stimulated China and 

Pakistan to take counter-actions on the Kashmir issue, and dramatically increased 

the difficulty in resolving the border issue between China and India.”

The article was authored by Wang Shida, who is Deputy Director of the Institute of 

South Asian Studies at the China Institutes of Contemporary International Relations 

(CICIR).

CICIR is a Beijing-based think-tank that is affiliated to the Ministry of State Security, 

China’s top intelligence body.

Mr. Wang noted that the Chinese Foreign Minister had conveyed China’s strong 

opposition to the move to External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar during his visit to 

Beijing last year, following the abrogation of Article 370 and the establishment of 

Ladakh as a union territory. The week before the August visit, Home Minister Amit 

Shah had spoken in Parliament about taking back Pakistan-occupied Kashmir 

(PoK) and Aksai Chin.

Mr. Jaishankar conveyed to Beijing that the move was an entirely internal matter 

that did not impact India’s external boundaries or the LAC with China. China had 

opposed the Ladakh map for including Aksai Chin.

The article said the move had “posed a challenge to the sovereignty of Pakistan 
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and China” and “made India-Pakistan relations and China-India relations more 

complex.” It noted that China had raised the issue at the United Nations Security 

Council.

U.S. role

The author hit out at what he called India’s “double confidence” behind the move. 

The first, he said, was the 2019 election win that gave the Bharatiya Janata Party 

“unprecedented political confidence”. The second reason, he said, was that 

the “United States and some other Western countries puffed India up from an 

ideological point of view” to “hedge” against China.

“To this end,” he said, “India was seen as a favourite by the U.S., which not only 

drew India over to its side and praised India but also turned a blind eye to the 

excessive use of force and other misdeeds of the Indian authorities” in Kashmir.

“Regardless of how confident India is and no matter how good it feels about itself,” 

he concluded, “its attempts to forcibly seize territory are doomed to fail.”

Nepal passes amendment on new map
The Lower House of Nepal’s Parliament   unanimously voted for the Second 

Constitution Amendment Bill, which guarantees legal status for the new political 

map of the country that includes part of Indian Territory in Uttarakhand.

The voting in the House of Representatives came after day-long discussions, which 

included praise from co-chair of the Nepal Communist Party Pushpa Kamal Dahal 

“Prachanda” for the Nepalese democracy, which, he said, is reversing centuries of 

diplomatic humiliation.

Not tenable: India

Responding to the development, the Indian Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said 

it had “noted” the legislative process.

“The artificial enlargement of claims is not based on historical fact or evidence 
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and is not tenable. It is also violative of our current understanding to hold talks on 

outstanding boundary issues,” said MEA spokesperson Anurag Srivastava.

The territorial dispute stems from the fact that Nepal claims the land to the east 

of river Kali, which forms the country’s western border. As per Kathmandu’s 

understanding, the river originates from Limpiyadhura in the higher Himalayas, 

giving it access to a triangular-shaped land defined by Limpiyadhura-Lipulekh and 

Kalapani. India opposes the notion and says the origin of the river is much further 

down, which reduces Nepal’s territorial demand.

Saturday’s amendment was approved through a voice vote, following which all 

the members of the House of Representatives (Pratinidhi Sabha) gave individual 

signatures to the Bill which completed the voting process.

The voting showed that members from all the political parties of the Pratinidhi 

Sabha voted in favour of the motion moved by the government of Prime Minister 

K.P. Sharma Oli.

Apart from the ruling Nepal Communist Party, the amendment received support of 

the Nepali Congress and the newly formed Janata Samajvadi Party-Nepal.

‘Amendments will speed up farmland conversion’
Stakeholders, including farmers and environmentalists, have strongly opposed the 

changes to the Karnataka Land Reforms Act, 1961, which paves way for purchase 

of farmland by non-agriculturists.

They have also raised concerns on its socio-economic impact in rural areas besides 

its effect on food security and environment. The proposed move has already stoked 

agitation in parts of the State and farmers burnt a copy of the draft in Mysuru  .

T.N. Prakash Kammardi, former chairperson, Karnataka Agricultural Price 

Commission, said easing of land purchase and removal of ceiling on income 

from non-agricultural sources will have serious implications on food security and 
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sovereignty of the country. “Nearly 50 lakh acre of farmland has gone out of food 

production in the State in the last 10 years because of various factors, including 

distress sale by farmers. This was despite all the restrictions in place imposed by 

the Act. Now that the government has decided to repeal certain sections in the 

legislation, the pace of transfer will accelerate and push farmers to the brink and 

render them landless and unemployed,” he said.

Badagalpura Nagendra, president, KRRS, said farmers did not acquire land as 

a free gift but got ownership after a prolonged struggle which led to the 1961 

legislation to protect their interests and make tillers the owners of the land. The 

ceiling on landholdings was introduced to bridge the gulf between small and large 

landholders and give ownership to landless agricultural workers. The government 

has now overturned the very purpose for which the original law was enacted, he 

said.

Mr. Nagendra said more than 90% of agriculturists in the State are small landholders 

owning 1 to 2 acres of land and they would be lured to sell their land. “We are 

already witnessing the problem of migrant workers and this will aggravate the 

issue,” he added. KRRS has planned a mass movement against it and it will unfold 

in a stage-wise manner, he added.

Agitation planned

Kurubur Shanthakumar, president, Karnataka State Sugarcane Cultivators’ 

Association, also threatened a State-wide agitation, apart from laying siege to the 

Vidhana Soudha in Bengaluru.

Karnataka Prantha Raitha Sangha State president Maruti Manpade said with the 

amendment, the idea of “land of the tillers” will remain a slogan and will encourage 

corporates to buy land at cheaper prices and get into contract farming, forcing 

farmers to become landless labourers. Mr. Manpade said such a move during the 

pandemic was done with a belief that people will not hit the streets to agitate.

He said KPRS and other pro-farmers’ organisations opposed the amendments and 
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warned of a State-wide protest.

Top priority to welfare, social justice: Governor
Decentralisation of administration is the key principle based on which a legislation is 

in process to have three capitals, Governor Biswa Bhusan Harichandan has said.

Addressing the State Legislature via a video link from Raj Bhavan to formally mark 

the beginning of the Budget session of the Assembly  , the Governor said under the 

three-capital concept, Amaravati would be the Legislative capital, Visakhapatnam 

the Executive capital and Kurnool the Judicial capital.

Stating that the government had done exceptionally well in ensuring social justice, 

he said an impeccable delivery mechanism of welfare schemes was put in place in 

the form of village and ward secretariats, and that 90% of the promises made in the 

election manifesto, Navaratnalu, had been fulfilled in the first year itself.

Only minor savings due to cut in legislators’ pay, says study
The reduction in salaries and allowances of legislators of six States, effected with the 

intention of supplementing the States’ resources in tackling the impact of COVID-

19 pandemic, is likely to lead to only “negligible savings” in the annual budgeted 

expenditure of the States, according to a study.

Carried out by the PRS Legislative Research, a New Delhi-based think tank, the 

study has covered Karnataka, Kerala, Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Himachal 

Pradesh. After the outbreak of the pandemic in late March, the States had promulgated 

ordinances, envisaging cut in salaries and certain allowances ranging from 15% to 

30%.

The reduction, which came into effect from April, touched upon several components 

such as basic or fixed salary and sumptuary allowance. In Gujarat, the basic salary 

of Rs. 98,500 for Speaker, Deputy Speaker, Ministers, Deputy Ministers and Leader 
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of the Opposition, has been reduced to Rs. 68,950.

In Karnataka, this has been lowered from Rs. 50,000 to Rs. 35,000, which is for 

Chief Minister and presiding officers of the legislature. In Himachal Pradesh, the 

fixed salary of Chief Minister is now Rs. 66,500 from Rs. 95,000. In Kerala, even the 

constituency allowance has not been spared — from Rs. 40,000 it is down to Rs. 

28,000.

As for the total amount of annual savings, it has been assessed as Rs. 2.1 crore 

for Bihar; Rs. 5.8 crore for Gujarat; Rs. 4.3 crore for Himachal Pradesh; Rs. 15.9 

crore for Karnataka; Rs. 3.1 crore for Kerala and Rs. 17.4 crore for Uttar Pradesh. 

In terms of proportion of the total budgeted expenditure of the States, this ranges 

from 0.001% for Bihar to 0.002% for Kerala to 0.003% each for Gujarat and Uttar 

Pradesh to 0.007% for Karnataka to 0.009% for Himachal Pradesh.

The study also referred to the practice of some countries in appointing independent 

authorities to determine the pay of legislators.

This is a historic opportunity to transform India’s mental 
healthcare system
The suicide of the actor Sushant Singh Rajput, days after that of his manager, 

which in turn precipitated a public acknowledgement by Milind Deora, a prominent 

politician, of his own tryst with depression, has once more thrust mental health 

into the spotlight. The open and thoughtful manner with which this subject, usually 

invisible even though it is at the core of our personhood, is being discussed, is very 

welcome. The imperative now is to understand the nature of mental health distress 

and what we must do to address it in these troubled times.

I think of the mental health consequences of the pandemic as playing out in 

two overlapping acts. The first act, which began in March, is characterised by a 

“pandemic of fear”, largely as a consequence of the profound uncertainties which 

have overwhelmed all our lives. If one considers the sheer breadth of these 
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uncertainties, from our personal risk to be infected, to why the country is facing 

a surging epidemic despite the most stringent lockdown in the world, or when life 

will return to a semblance of what it used to be, or what news we should believe 

in, to what our economic prospects might look like, it is not at all surprising that 

experiences of anxiety, fearfulness, sleep problems, irritability and hopelessness 

have become widespread. These are mostly rational responses of our minds to the 

extraordinary realities we are facing. That said, for those who were already facing 

mental health difficulties before the pandemic, these experiences might be the straw 

that breaks the camel’s back.

But it is the second act which threatens to morph into a more sinister pandemic in 

the months ahead. “Deaths of despair”, a term coined by the Nobel prize winning 

economist, Angus Deaton, have been documented as the reason for the reduction 

in the life expectancy of working-age Americans following the economic recession 

in 2008. Suicide and substance use related mortality accounted for most of these 

deaths, driven by growing inequality, the weakening position of labour, deep 

polarisation of society and the lack of prospects for the future. By all accounts, 

the economic recession facing India will be incomparably greater. India not only 

shares many of the ills of American society, but has to, additionally, contend with 

colossal numbers of people who are absolutely impoverished and a fragmented 

mental healthcare system which, even before the pandemic, failed to reach more 

than 10 per cent of the population. This makes for a perfect storm.

Mental health problems were already a major contributor to the burden of illness in 

India before the pandemic, with a third of all female and a quarter of all male suicide 

deaths in the world occurring in this country. Most of this illness and death goes 

unnoticed. Celebrity suicides and testimonies attract our attention to mental health 

because it is the only explanation we can invoke for people who are so privileged. 

Of course, it is the poor, dispossessed and marginalised who bear the greatest 

burden of mental health problems, but we have historically dismissed their suffering 
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as a natural extension of their social and economic conditions. And it is this vast 

section of our population which will be disproportionately affected by the economic 

recession.

So, what’s the solution? While there has been a flourishing of initiatives to address 

the rising tide of mental health problems, most notably through telemedicine 

platforms, they rely heavily on mental health specialist providers who are very 

scarce in number and often unaffordable. This is compounded by the digital divide: 

Digital literacy and adequate internet connectivity remains a distant goal for large 

swathes of our people. Still, these initiatives are welcome for their demonstration 

of the feasibility of remote delivery and the value of psychological therapies, which 

have historically played a poor cousin to medication.

But what holds the greatest promise for a country of our size, diversity and resources, 

are the frugal innovations which Indian scientists and practitioners have ingeniously 

pioneered, at the vanguard of which is the deployment of community health workers 

who, with appropriate training and supervision, effectively deliver psychosocial 

interventions for conditions ranging from autism and depression to drinking 

problems and psychoses. A brief psychological treatment for depression developed 

by Sangath, one of the leading innovators in the country, has the unique distinction 

of now being implemented in wealthy nations like the US and Canada. Sangath is 

forging partnerships with several state governments to scale up its psychosocial 

interventions through community health workers and, in doing so, reimagining how 

mental health care can be delivered even in the most under-resourced communities 

of the country.

For readers who are wondering how to manage their own mental health, there is 

no one-size-fits-all prescription for experiences which are intimately intertwined 

with our unique, personal life stories. Yet, there are some general principles I might 

suggest. First, be aware of and acknowledge your mental health, as much as you 

do your physical health. Feeling irritable for no reason should be as important to 

you as feeling pain in your chest. Second, this should lead you to talk to someone, 
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anyone you feel comfortable with, for “It’s Ok to Talk”, a slogan coined by Sangath to 

promote the idea that sharing one’s story about mental health is not only a powerful 

way to feel better, but is also the most effective strategy to reduce stigma.

Third, do something for others, for science has shown that care-giving and 

community service not only makes your life more rewarding, but also longer. Fourth, 

remind yourself that all of humanity is being buffeted by the same rough seas and, 

even if some of us travel in yachts, the overwhelming majority of us will safely reach 

the shore. This epochal event will pass, as every pandemic has in history. Finally, if 

your distress is persistent and coming in the way of getting things done, seek help 

from a professional.

In closing, a plea for those who finance and provide health care: This is a historic 

opportunity to invest in and transform India’s mental health care system. While 

we certainly need more money, we also need to spend it wisely, guided by the 

best science. Mental health care must embrace the diversity of experiences and 

strategies which work, well beyond the narrow confines of traditional biomedicine 

with its emphasis on “doctors, diagnoses and drugs”. I cannot imagine a more 

valuable investment in response to the most serious crisis facing the country since 

our independence.

Armed forces ‘given free hand’ to respond to situation at 
LAC
The armed forces are said to have been given a free hand to assess the situation 

on the ground along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) and take appropriate action as 

required in case of any escalation from the other side, a defence official said  . This 

was conveyed during a meeting chaired by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with the 

Chief of Defence Staff and the three Service Chiefs.

“The situation along the LAC and preparedness of the armed forces was reviewed 

at the meeting. Forces have a free hand to assess the situation and to take action 
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as required. While we don’t want escalation but if it happens by the other side, 

appropriate action will be taken. Clear cut instructions to this effect were given,” the 

official, who wished not to be named, said.

Mr. Singh held the meeting ahead of his scheduled departure to Russia   for 

participation in the 75th anniversary of the Second World War. The prevailing border 

situation is expected to come up for discussion at Mr. Singh’s meetings in Moscow. 

The Minister will return on June 25.

He will continue to closely monitor the situation during the trip, the official added.

As reported earlier, following the Galwan incident, it was learnt that the Army revised 

its Rules of Engagement (RoE) for its ground commanders on the LAC. Use of 

firearms on the LAC is strictly regulated as per the border agreements of 1993, 1996 

and 2005.

Forces on full alert

The armed forces have gone on full alert along the LAC following the clash. The IAF 

has forward deployed its front-line fighters, including Su-30MKIs and Mig-29UPG, 

and its latest acquisition the AH-64E Apache heavy attack helicopter, meant to 

neutralise armoured formations, has been deployed in Leh. The CH-47 Chinook 

heavy lift helicopters, too, have been deployed in this region. China has deployed 

artillery, armoured vehicles and tanks close to the LAC on its side.

It has been learnt that the Army, too, has moved additional divisions from Bareilly 

and other areas forward for acclimatisation. After the stand-offs began on May 5, 

the Army had moved additional units for acclimatisation to prepare for high-altitude 

operations, which are now ready. The Navy has also stepped up its operational alert 

and is closely monitoring movements in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR).

100 years later, Malabar Rebellion fights for screen space
[Important for: History, Ethics & Integrity, Essay]

The 1921 Malabar Rebellion has once again caught the creative imagination of 
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Mollywood.

With the rebellion turning 100 next year, four movies have been announced back-

to-back within two days.

Three of them will narrate the story of freedom fighter Variyamkunnath Kunhahamed 

Haji, who was shot dead by the British police at Kottakkunnu, Malappuram, while 

the fourth film is said to ‘bring out the real truth behind the incident’.

The battle on screen comes almost 32 years after the late filmmaker I.V. Sasi gave 

his version of the rebellion through the movie 1921 .

Actor Prithviraj Sukumaran fired the first salvo when he announced through social 

media his titular role in Variyamkunnan  . Ashique Abu and Muhsin Parari will be 

directing the movie. The creative team was at the receiving end of a social media 

attack by right-wing radicals   after they opposed the portrayal of Variyamkunnath 

as a Muslim hero against British rule.

Veteran playwright Ibrahim Vengara was the next to announce his movie, The Great 

Vaariyam Kunnathu . “Besides actors in Malayalam, artists from abroad will be part 

of the movie. The lead actress will be played by an African artist,” he said.

Filmmaker P.T. Kunju Muhammed joined the bandwagon of directors working on the 

theme when he announced the title of the movie as Shahid Vaariyamkunnan . “The 

script will be ready in two months. I hope to start the shooting by the start of next 

year,” he said.

Mr. Muhammed, elected twice to the Kerala Assembly as a Left Independent 

candidate, said there was nothing wrong in having four versions of a common 

theme.

Ali Akbar, filmmaker and fellow-traveller of the BJP, took to Facebook to say that his 

movie 1921 will portray the real heroes behind the incident. His post also left a hint 

that the film may not be showing Variyamkunnath Haji as a hero.
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‘Country of origin’ must on GeM platform: govt.
In a push to promote local products, the Union government has made it mandatory 

for all sellers on the Government e-Marketplace (GeM), a platform for public 

procurement, to list the country of origin while registering new products.

Those who had uploaded products are getting regular warnings that they will be 

removed if the origin details are not updated.

Local content

The changes to the GeM, a Special Purpose Vehicle under the Ministry of Commerce 

and Industry, are in line with the Centre’s Atmanirbhar Bharat and Make in India 

policies, an official statement said.

Buyers on the platform can now see the percentage of local content in various 

products. They can also switch on a new Make in India filter to see products that 

match their preferences on local content.

For example, buyers can choose to buy only those products that meet a minimum 

50% local content criteria. “In case of bids, buyers can now reserve any bid for Class 

I local suppliers (local content > 50%). For those bids below INR 200 crore, only 

Class I and Class II local suppliers (local content > 50% and > 20% respectively) 

are eligible to bid, with Class I supplier getting purchase preference,” said the 

statement.

Anti-racism protests turn spotlight on icons of U.S. history
As the wave of anti-racism protests rocking the U.S. brings down monuments to 

figures linked to the country’s history of slavery, the spotlight is shifting to historic 

characters long considered untouchable.

Although protesters initially focused on removing statues of Confederate generals, 

the movement has begun to turn its focus to icons of U.S. history, including the 

nation’s founders Thomas Jefferson and George Washington, and President 
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Theodore Roosevelt.

The death of George Floyd, a black man, in Minneapolis police custody on May 25 

has sparked debate around statues and monuments honouring people central to the 

U.S.’ slave system, some of which have been pulled down or vandalised.

The ongoing protests are “a battle over the narrative of American history in the realm 

of statues,” Carolyn Gallaher, a professor at American University in Washington, told 

AFP.

“In the South, people decided to venerate confederates. Protesters are saying, ‘No 

more.’”

In Virginia, where some of the first English colonies were established before becoming 

the heart of American slave country, protesters have called for the removal of a 

statue of General Robert E Lee, the leader of the Confederate army. .

In Washington, a statue of Confederate general Albert Pike was torn down last 

week.

Increasingly, other figures who hold large places in American history are also not 

safe, and   evening a crowd tried to topple the statue of Andrew Jackson, the seventh 

President, in Lafayette Park, close to the White House.

President Donald Trump has defended the Confederate monuments and said that 

removing them would destroy U.S. history and culture.

India reiterates cultural linkages with Nepal
India   reiterated cultural links with Nepal in response to the upcoming amendments 

to the Citizenship Act of Nepal which is likely to affect a large number of families that 

have cross-border kinship with India.

“We have seen the reports on this. People of India and Nepal share deep-rooted and 

familial bonds which reflect close civilisational and cultural linkages,” said Anurag 

Srivastava, official spokesperson of the Ministry of External Affairs.

The reiteration of ‘linkages’ came days after the ruling Nepal Communist Party 
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decided to support amendments to the citizenship rules that will require foreign-

born women marrying Nepalese men to spend at least seven years before getting 

citizenship.

The decision of the NCP’s secretariat to go ahead with the amendments drew 

prompt opposition from the Nepali Congress and the leaders from its plain areas 

which have extensive cross border kinship with Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. India has 

in the past described the relation as roti-beti (bread and bride).

The current rulers of Nepal do not subscribe to the emotional aspect of bilateral ties 

and want it to be modified.

In an interview with WION channel, Bishnu Rijal, deputy chief of the foreign affairs 

department of the NCP, described roti-beti as “old rhetoric”.

“We should reset our relationship based on our mutual benefit. Nepal and India 

have changed. Our aspirations have changed. We should put forward some bold 

steps in our relationship,” said Mr. Rijal explaining his party’s position.

India has, however, maintained silence about the difficulties the amendments will 

cause for families with cross-border ties.

Janata Samajvadi Party, largest political outfit of Nepal led by the Madhesis, have 

been protesting against the amendments which had been pending for years but 

received the NCP’s support soon after the passing of the Second Constitutional 

Amendment during which all political parties voted displaying unity over the emotive 

issue of the new map that claimed Pithoragarh.

‘IN-SPACe will be space industry regulator’
IN-SPACe, a new entity of the Department of Space, will have its own chairperson 

and Board, and regulate and promote building of routine satellites, rockets and 

commercial launch services through Indian industry and start-ups.

These activities had been largely the domain of the 50-year-old Indian Space 

Research Organisation (ISRO) until now, but the change will not upset the core 
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research activity of ISRO, K. Sivan, Secretary, Department of Space, and ISRO 

Chairman, said in a televised briefing  .

IN-SPACe, or Indian Space Promotion and Authorisation Centre, is touted as the 

body that will ensure a level playing field for Indian industry in a fast-growing global 

space sector. It will function autonomously and parallel to ISRO “without taking away 

anything from it”, Dr. Sivan said.

The entity was approved by the Union Cabinet   and was unveiled by Minister of 

State for Space Jitendra Singh in Delhi.

Own set-up

IN-SPACe will have its own directorates for technical, legal, safety and security, 

monitoring and activities promotion.

The year-old NSIL [NewSpace India Ltd] will be strengthened and empowered with 

a larger role in what the government has called the new “open and inclusive” space 

sector. It will work with IN-SPACe and enable industry consortia to take on some 

of the activities of ISRO. These include launch vehicles and satellite production, 

launch services and space-based services.

Over the past two years, ISRO has been in the process of finding industry partners 

who could take up these services; industry teams had been involved in assembling 

and testing satellites and also launched one navigation satellite last year.

Dr. Sivan said, “This [restructuring] will allow ISRO to allocate more time and 

resources for R&D endeavours. ISRO will continue to carry out its present activities 

with greater emphasis on development of advanced technology, human space flight 

missions and capacity building besides supporting private endeavours in the space 

sector.”

“The reforms in the space sector are aimed at tapping the potential of the entire 

country for unlocking its potential by enabling private enterprises and start-ups to 

undertake end-to-end space activities. They are also aimed at mitigating the large 

investments required to set up facilities for undertaking space activities through 

sharing of such existing facilities under ISRO.”
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A large number of jobs will be created, he said.

Navigation policy

A new satellite navigation policy, which has a strategic military element to it, is being 

proposed. The older ones, namely Remote Sensing Data Policy and the SatCom 

Policy of 2000, are being revised. These are apart from a proposed policy for space 

activities that has seen a draft.

IN-SPACe will be in place in three to six months. Meanwhile, the DoS will immediately 

start receiving and processing applications from private sector industries.

In about two weeks, a webinar on space sector reforms is planned to tell the industry 

the contours of the new set-up.

Chinese build-up started in May: MEA
China had been “amassing” troops and armaments along the Line of Actual Control 

(LAC) for nearly two months, the government said   and accused the People’s 

Liberation Army (PLA) of violating the 1993 agreement between India and China 

that committed both sides to “minimum levels” of deployment.

This is the first time the government has formally acknowledged the scale of the 

build-up along the LAC since early May, and is a departure from previous statements 

that attributed the tensions to a “difference in perception” of the LAC.

The government also made it clear that it believes the PLA movement in the summer 

of 2020 has been different from past years.

“The conduct of Chinese forces this year has been in complete disregard of all 

mutually agreed norms,” said Ministry of External Affairs spokesperson Anurag 

Srivastava in a media briefing.

Placing the blame for the increase in tensions and casualties on June 15 squarely on 

“Chinese actions”, the government called on China to restore “peace and tranquillity” 

by implementing the June 6 disengagement plan agreed to by military commanders, 

as peace at the border is the “basis” of the India-China bilateral relationship.
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“A continuation of the current situation would only vitiate the atmosphere for the 

development of the relationship,” the spokesperson warned.

‘Noticeable thinning of Chinese troops along the LAC in 
Ladakh’
Chinese troops have neither vacated nor removed any of the prefabricated or semi-

permanent structures built since May in the disputed sites along the Line of Actual 

Control (LAC) in Eastern Ladakh, a senior government official told The Hindu . 

However, the official added that in the past three days, there has been a “noticeable 

thinning of presence of Chinese troops” at some of the three friction points. The 

removal of the structures was not a part of the original June 22 agreement at the 

Corps Commander-level talks, till the two parties met with concrete proposals 

stitched together by the two governments, the official said.

“It was decided that there will be no patrolling, movement of troops and vehicles or 

any fresh construction activity by either side. This reduction [of structures] was not 

being expected,” he said.

The three areas are Galwan, Hot Springs and the Finger area near Pangong Tso 

(lake) in Ladakh along the Line of Actual Control (LAC). China has also fortified 

positions at Depsang plains in the north. Another official said the entire stretch 

along the LAC in Ladakh was seeing “worrisome hardening of Chinese positions, 

including the placement of 10 mechanised and armoured regiments and at least 15 

positions of artillery guns.”

The situation was particularly precarious in the Finger area area near Pangong 

Tso, where the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) of China has occupied positions till 

Finger 4, the first official said.

The distance between Finger 4-8, around 8 km, was till now patrolled both by India 

and China.

India considers its perception of the LAC to end at Finger 8. However, since April, 
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the Chinese troops advanced till Finger 4 and have occupied the area where both 

sides regularly patrolled and face-offs used to occur, the official said. On May 18, 

violent clashes occurred at this site, resulting in injuries to many soldiers.

After the June 22 Corps Commander-level talks, which took place in the aftermath 

of the June 15 Galwan incident, where 20 Indian Army personnel were killed in a 

clash, both China and India agreed to reduce their presence from the friction points 

where they are still “eyeball to eyeball,” with Finger area emerging as a thorn in the 

discussion.

“The Chinese have reduced the presence in the Finger area but they have not 

moved back an inch. It is anticipated that if they agree to do so, then they will use it 

as a leverage to assert their claim in some other disputed area,” said the official.
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Why the humble FD is the best choice now
Over the course of the past one month, I received many more queries on debt 

investments than usual. If you think this happened solely because of the Franklin 

India debt fund fallout, that isn’t the case.

There were questions on buying gilts, gilt funds, going for Bharat Bond ETFs, buying 

bank AT1 bonds and why not fixed deposits in Yes Bank! The chief reason for all 

these questions is actually the low interest rate scenario prevailing in bank deposits 

and post office small savings scheme.

The search for higher rates has begun! But in the process, it is important not to 

choose options that are ill-suited to your risk profile.

Here are some points you will do well to remember:

Gilts may be unsuitable

If your objective is to get regular interest income through a buy-and-hold strategy 

of safe, government debt securities (called gilts), it not a good idea now. With gilts 

nose-diving to under 6%, you lock into low interest now, just as you would lock into 

a long-term FD at low rates now. What people do in such scenarios is tactically 

play this, by entering when yields are expected to go down (and cause prices to 

rise) and exit with come capital gain when rates touch a low. But if you are not a 

bond market watcher who is ready to time investments, gilts will not help you at this 

stage. A discerning investor said he could overcome the need to tactically do this 

himself by choosing gilt funds as the fund manager would book some profits or enter 

opportunistically. True. Gilt funds can be good long-term options. But what he did 

not know is that gilt funds, too, can deliver negative one-year returns, when rates 

suddenly turn adverse. So, would the investor be willing to see some market-linked 

losses in his gilts (which he sees as a proxy to FD)?

Another investor told us that he was advised gilt funds as a six-month product and 

that he could generate 6% in six months. Now, I am not refuting the possibility of 

such returns in the current scenario. But what he was not told is that the gilt funds 
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can be very volatile and you can lose capital if the interest rate suddenly moves up. 

Your FD would give you an assured return even over six months, but not so your gilt 

funds. They need a longer time frame to tide over such volatility and rate risks.

The same holds good for Bharat Bond ETFs too. They are quality papers of PSUs 

and their yields (current 10-year ETF at 6.81%) are better than gilts but there is no 

escaping price volatility. The question you need to ask yourself is whether this is the 

best return you can get if you simply hold for 10 years. And again, they don’t fit your 

bill for steady income or far higher returns, in the current low rate scenario.

Bonds and equity risks

With the search for higher returns came the risk appetite for AT-1 bonds of banks, 

once again. Many asked us whether investment into AT-1 bonds of ‘safer’ banks such 

as SBI or ICICI Bank is not advisable. Well, they are indeed less risky than other 

banks. But the issue lies in believing that these bonds are similar to FDs, when they 

are not.

AT-1 bonds are built to be part of the permanent capital for banks (like equities). They 

carry many terms that make them unlike a debt instrument. They can skip interest 

payment (and not carry it as a due), under certain conditions. They need not mature 

in five or 10 years. They can write down your principal and move on! I am not trying to 

scare you with these details. There could still be bonds that are worth your attention 

but only if you know that these are unsuitable for capital preservation and that the 

risks are high. They are most definitely not a substitute for FDs.

This is not to dissuade you from any of the above products. I would like you to 

understand that some of them can carry price volatility (from interest rate moves) and 

can cause capital losses, while some carry risks you did not know existed.

If you didn’t know this, you may be looking at the wrong options, and if you were 

simply looking for substitutes for deposits. Should you, therefore, stick to low-interest 

deposits? You should, if you are only looking for products similar to FDs.

You should go for the above options or similar ones only if you understand market 

risks. That is, the price of these instruments can swing to market movement (like 
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equity) and even cause losses temporarily or for extended periods.

You need to understand if your timing is right whether the residual maturity is low or 

high, to assess the risk. Otherwise, it is better to wait it out with deposits. Interest 

rates are unlikely to remain low for years together.

A year or two will likely see rates move north. Bear the pain for a while and do not 

also yield to high rates offered aggressively by new-age banks. While you have the 

comfort that banks aren’t allowed to fail in India, a merger or restructuring or even 

bank insurance is not a quick solution to getting back your money. In these times, 

discretion is the better part of valour.

‘Can allow non-profit organisations to list on social stock 
exchanges’
A working group constituted by the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) 

on social stock exchanges has recommended allowing non-profit organisations to 

directly list on such platforms while allowing certain tax incentives to encourage 

participation on the platform.

The idea of a social stock exchange (SSE) for listing of social enterprise and voluntary 

organisations was mooted by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman while presenting 

the Union Budget 2019-20.

According to a release issued by the capital markets regulator, the group has 

recommended allowing non-profit organisations to directly list through issuance of 

bonds while recommending a range of funding avenues, including some of the existing 

mechanisms such as Social Venture Funds (SVFs) under Alternative Investment 

Funds (AIFs).

“There is a great opportunity to unlock funds from donors, philanthropic foundations 

and CSR spenders, in the form of zero coupon zero principal bonds. These bonds 

will be listed on the SSE,” stated the report.

The group has also suggested a new minimum reporting standard for organisations 
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that raise funds on social stock exchanges.

It also suggested that for-profit social enterprises be allowed to list on the platform 

but with enhanced reporting requirements. The working group has also suggested 

that the social stock exchange can be housed within the existing national bourses 

like the BSE and the National Stock Exchange.

“This will help the SSE leverage existing infrastructure and client relationships of the 

exchanges to onboard investors, donors, and social enterprises [for-profit and non-

profit],” said the report.

Indian Bank unveils loan scheme for MSMEs, Mudra units
Indian Bank has introduced IND GECLS COVID-19, (Guaranteed Emergency Credit 

Line Scheme), a special product for MSME, Mudra and other business enterprises to 

meet their working capital needs.

These enterprises can avail themselves of loans of up to 20% of the outstanding 

credit. The maximum loan amount is Rs. 5 crore, the bank said in a statement.

‘MSP increase not enough’
Terming the increase in the Minimum Support Price for kharif crops by the Central 

government as inadequate, farmer outfits and political parties in Haryana   said the 

move has exposed the anti-farmer stance of BJP yet again.

The All India Kisan Federation rejected Rs. 53 per quintal increase in the MSP of 

paddy, describing it as insufficient and non-remunerable in comparison to rising cost 

of production and cultivation. “The Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices 

is oblivious to the ground situation as it is not represented by farmers,” said AIKF 

leaders in a joint statement.

Bharatiya Kisan Union (Chaduni) president Gurnam Singh termed the decision 

“betrayal” by the BJP government. The farmers also demanded separate budget for 

agriculture.
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State Congress president Kumari Selja said the Centre has failed to take effective 

steps to help farmers overcome the difficult situation due to COVID-19.

35% MSMEs shutting shop, says AIMO
The mass destruction of business has begun with over 35% of MSMEs and 37% of 

self-employed persons shutting down their operations despite the financial packages 

announced by the Centre, said All India Manufacturers Organisation (AIMO).

These were the findings a survey initiated by AIMO.

“We received about 46,525 responses for our survey. The most striking aspect was 

that 35% of MSMEs and 37% of the self- employed respondents said that they see no 

chance of recovery in their business and have begun shutting down their operations,” 

said K.E. Raghunathan, immediate past president, AIMO.

Cut prices, clear building stock: Goyal
Union Railways and Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal has reportedly asked builders 

to cut prices and clear unsold inventory by “selling at any price they get now, as 

things were not going to improve in a hurry”.

Mr. Goyal was speaking at a closed-door online meeting organised by builders’ body 

National Real Estate Development Council (NAREDCO).

He is heard saying in a video reportedly taken at the meeting, which has gone viral:“We 

are trying to see if some concessions can be allowed. If you don’t get [concessions] 

then you have to sell [the unsold apartments]. The rest is up to you. I cannot be 

more explicit about it.” The Minister is seen saying that contrary to expectations, the 

government was not going to provide a financial helpline that would enable builders 

to hold their inventory and then sell at higher prices, when the market improved.

“Unless you reduce your rates, you are stuck with your material. You can choose to 

be stuck with your material and default with the bank and let the material go away, or 

you can choose to get rid of whatever you bought at high prices. You can think it as 
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a bad decision or an unfortunate situation and move forward,” the Minister is seen 

saying in the video.

He was addressing a battery of real estate tycoons, including developer Niranjan 

Hiranandani, national president of NAREDCO.

Asking builders to be pragmatic, the Minister is heard saying in the video, “If any of 

you feel that the government will be able to finance you in such a way that you can 

hold longer and wait for the market to improve, the market is not improving in a hurry. 

Things are seriously stressed and your best bet is to sell.”

Bad loans to rise sharply, PSBs stare at 6th year of loss: 
ICRA
With debt servicing capacity of borrowers coming under strain as the country enters 

a period of possible economic recession, bad loans of Indian banks are expected rise 

sharply this fiscal, which could lead to yet another year of loss for public sector banks 

(PSBs), ratings agency ICRA said in a report.

ICRA estimated gross non-performing assets to rise to 11.3-11.6% by March 2021 

from an estimated level of 8.6% for March 2020, with fresh gross slippage of 5-5.5% 

of standard advances in FY21.  The agency said uncertainty on the asset quality of 

banks remains high with almost 30-40% of the loan book across various banks under 

the repayment moratorium. 

“While the lockdown has impacted the debt servicing ability of borrowers, the extent 

of revival in economic activities as the restrictions are eased will drive the final impact 

on asset quality of banks,” ICRA said, adding even if 10-20% of these borrowers 

were to default, the slippage rate for banks could rise to 3-8% of advances. It added 

that credit provisions will continue to exceed operating profits for PSBs during FY21, 

translating to the sixth consecutive year of loss.  

PSBs will need estimated capital infusion of Rs. 45,000 crore to Rs. 82,500 crore 

against an earlier estimated Rs. 10,000 crore to Rs. 20,000 crore even under a 
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scenario of low credit growth of 3-4% for FY21, ICRA said. The Centre had expected 

PSBs to raise capital from the markets and hence possibly did not budget for any 

capital infusion for FY21. “The RBI moratorium was extended... till August 31, 2020; 

we expect the asset quality stress to reflect only in Q3 and Q4 of FY21 results,” said 

Anil Gupta, sector head, Financial Sector Ratings, ICRA Ratings.

SBI profit surges on one-time income
Lower provisions for bad loans and sale of stake in one of the subsidiaries enabled 

State Bank of India (SBI) — the country’s largest lender — to report a 327% year-on- 

year increase in net profit to Rs. 3,581 crore for the January-March quarter.

While net interest income growth was flat at Rs. 22,767 crore, non-interest income 

rose by almost 27% year-on- year to Rs. 16,077 crore with profit on sale of investment 

surging to Rs. 3,237 crore compared with the Rs. 534 crore reported during the same 

period of the previous year.

This is because SBI sold a part of its stake in SBI Cards during the initial public 

offering.

Loan loss provisions also came down 31.4% to Rs. 11,894 crore in the fourth 

quarter.

Slippages to bad loans saw an increase of 8% year-on- year to Rs. 8,150 crore 

during the fourth quarter, though it was almost half of the previous quarter.

“Consistently, quarter-after-quarter we have been able to improve our asset quality 

and provision coverage ratio (PCR),” SBI chairman Rajnish Kumar said in the post 

earnings interaction with the media. “The PCR is at an all- time high. On the corporate 

book, the bank holds PCR of almost 78%,” he said. SBI’s PCR was at 83.62%, 

including advances under collection accounts (AUCA).

The gross NPAs declined 14% year-on-year (YoY) to about Rs. 1.49 lakh crore while 

net NPAs declined 21.3% to Rs. 51,871 crore. As on March 31, the gross NPA ratio 

was at 6.15% while net NPA ratio was at 2.23%.
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“We have not taken regulatory dispensation on provision of standstill accounts. We 

have provided as if fresh slippage of Rs. 6,250 crore has happened,” Mr. Kumar 

said.

The SBI said the loan moratorium was availed of by about 21.8% of the customers, 

which came to about 23% of term loans. The bank said there would be lower stress on 

the retail book due to COVID-19-related disruptions as they have a higher proportion 

of government and quasi-government sector customers.

However, there could be pressure on core other income which is driven by recoveries 

and fee income. Recoveries are expected to be impacted, it said. The bank has 

sanctioned Rs. 17,116 crore loans related to COVID-19; however, disbursements 

are expected to pick up once the lockdown ends. The bank saw deposit growth of 

11.34% year-on- year in FY20 while advances grew by 5.64%.

Home loans rise

“Home loans, which constitute 22% of the bank’s domestic advances, have grown by 

13.86% YoY,” SBI said. Loan growth is expected to be at about 7-8% in the current 

financial year.

Mr. Kumar said the bank had created a capability to serve the entire Indian 

subcontinent. “Today, we serve 49 crore customers which is more than the population 

of Latin America and continental Europe or the U.S.

“Believe me, we have the capability of serving the entire Indian subcontinent. That is 

the digital capability that the bank has created,” he said. “On a single day, on March 

31, over 25 crore transactions were handled.”

Move fast to ease liquidity: RBI’s Das
With economic growth expected to be in the negative territory for the current financial 

year, Reserve Bank of India Governor Shaktikanta Das emphasised on the need for 

going full throttle to revive consumption and investment.

“... given the enormity of a collapse in demand, the need is to move ahead full throttle 
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to ease financing conditions further so as to revive consumption and revitalise 

investment,” Mr. Das. said in the meeting of the monetary policy committee (MPC) 

last month, the minutes showed.

After cutting interest rates by 75 basis points (bps) in March, the central bank further 

brought down the repo rate by 40 bps to 4% in May in a bid to revive demand amid a 

slowing economy. The RBI had said growth is likely to be in negative territory in the 

current financial year.

“Since the outbreak of COVID-19, the MPC has voted for front-loading its actions. In 

view of the deteriorating outlook, it is critical to reinforce these actions in sync with the 

space provided by the underlying conditions,” Mr. Das said, adding banks also need 

to be adequately capitalised since they are the key players in financing consumption 

and investment.

Mr. Das said the key challenge for monetary policy at this stage is to resuscitate 

domestic demand to avoid any harmful effect on income and employment in the 

short run and potential growth over the medium term, and for strengthening domestic 

demand, it is important to revive consumer and business confidence.

Michael Debabrata Patra, the Deputy Governor in-charge of monetary policy, pointed 

out that though private consumption is ‘tenuously holding on to positive territory,’ 

spending patterns have altered drastically away from the discretionary and to the 

essential.

“In fact, my view is that the damage is so deep and extensive that India’s potential 

output has been pushed down, and it will take years to repair… In the deliberations 

of the MPC, my view is that the threats to growth have to be addressed frontally and 

aggressively, or risk a more dire outlook,” Mr. Patra said.

He said the MPC has decided to remain accommodative as long as it is necessary 

to revive growth and mitigate the fallout of COVID-19 and monetary policy can 

inspire confidence among households and businesses to break the vortex of public 

preference for deposits over spending and banks’ aversion to lend and invest. “Ahead 

of turning to mend broken areas of activity, it is important to nurture the green shoots 
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that have become visible – as in agriculture and allied activities – so that they take 

root and grow,” Mr. Patra added.

Bank loans contract again as business remains moribund
Business activity failed to pick up even as the country has started to gradually exit 

from the lockdown as was evident from bank loans contracting for the fourth straight 

week, latest data released by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) showed.

Bank credit contracted by Rs. 28,683 crore for the fortnight ended May 22, the data 

showed. Deposits also shrank by Rs. 19,843 crore after surging by a massive Rs. 

1.27 lakh crore in the previous fortnight.

In the current financial year, so far, the contraction in bank credit has been Rs. 1.48 

lakh crore while deposits have shown growth of Rs. 2.63 lakh crore.

Loan demand remained weak despite the RBI reducing interest rates sharply since 

the lockdown was imposed. At end March, the RBI reduced the repo rate by 75 basis 

points (bps), and then again by 40 bps on May 22.

The repo rate now stands at 4%. The central bank has hinted that more rate cuts 

could be coming as RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das emphasised on the need for 

going ‘full throttle’ to revive consumption and investment.

Credit demand may rise

Bankers expect credit demand to pick up in the coming days as more borrowers avail 

themselves of the Centre’s full credit guarantee scheme through which Rs. 3 lakh 

crore will be extended, mainly to micro, small and medium enterprises.

They also said while loans have been sanctioned under the scheme from the 

beginning of this month, borrowers are yet to avail of the full disbursement as they 

wait for more economic activity to resume along with more unlocking.

Franklin Templeton MF files plea against stay on e-voting
Franklin Templeton Mutual Fund has filed a petition before the Gujarat High Court 
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against the stay order on the e-voting process issued by the court last week.

The fund house moved the court   with a plea to allow it to go ahead with the e-

voting scheduled from June 9-11. A spokesperson for the fund house confirmed the 

development.

“We would like to confirm that we are in the process of seeking appropriate relief from 

the court in the interest of the unit holders,” said a spokesperson.

Last week, while hearing a petition filed by three entities who had invested a total of 

Rs. 6.55 crore in the Franklin Templeton schemes, Justice Gita Gopi issued a notice 

to the fund house while staying the e-voting announced by the entity on May 28.

In April, the fund house abruptly wound six debt schemes that, at the time of closure, 

had assets under management (AUM) of about Rs. 26,000 crore stating it was forced 

to do so due to an illiquid market for low- rated instruments. The stay order assumes 

significance since it was the first step in getting the unit holders’ nod to proceed with 

winding up of the schemes.

As part of the e-voting process, the fund house had given unit holders two options to 

proceed with the monetisation of the assets.

They could either authorise the trustees along with the fund house to monetise the 

assets or vote for Deloitte to undertake the process.

The court stayed e-voting after the petitioners sought relief stating the entity did not 

follow rules properly before winding up the schemes.

They said the trustees had to get unit holders consent and repay the money before 

winding up a scheme but Franklin Templeton did not follow any such process.

‘India facing demand recession’
The impact of COVID-19 can be felt in all sectors, and a financial service is no 

exception. How is SFL handling the situation?

The answer actually lies within your question. There are virtually no exceptions. 

Other than those who are manufacturing PPEs, sanitisers and other COVID-related 
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stuff, everybody is more or less in the same boat. Business has come to a complete 

standstill and demand for trucks and cars has been virtually non-existent since the 

lockdown began. We just have to be patient and wait for better days.

SFL Q4 profit has fallen after several quarters...

Typically, most retail borrowers and small transport operators bring their accounts 

up-to-date at the year end, with a view to keeping their credit history relatively clean 

and start the new financial year on a clean slate. The lockdown essentially affected 

the recovery of dues from delinquent accounts, resulting in a higher credit cost during 

the quarter. This explains the drop in net profit for the quarter.

When will economic activity pick up?

Unfortunately, I don’t have a crystal ball, so I cannot really give you a meaningful 

answer to that. With the lockdown continuing through May, the first quarter looks 

pretty dismal. However, as businesses reopen in June and people begin to rebuild 

their livelihoods, we should see a resumption in economic activity, albeit in a muted 

fashion.

Rural India has thus far been relatively unaffected by the pandemic and we pray that 

it stays that way. A bountiful harvest followed by efficient procurement, the recently 

announced increase in Minimum Support Price and the prospect of a normal monsoon 

are all extremely positive for the agricultural sector and will, hopefully, lead to higher 

rural consumption.

The other major driver of economic revival is, of course, infrastructure investment 

and the government’s moves in this regard will be keenly watched.

The Centre had announced a stimulus package with a focus on NBFCs as well. 

Will it boost growth?

The stimulus packages announced by the government are indeed steps in the right 

direction and have been welcomed by the industry. However, the problem we are 

facing today is a demand recession.

Given the heightened uncertainty surrounding the pandemic and its aftermath, buying 

a car or a truck is unlikely to be a priority for most people. It would therefore be too 
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simplistic to link the stimulus packages to an automatic boost to growth.

How different is the recent package from the previous ones by the Centre / 

RBI?

The earlier attempts to channelise funding to non-banking finance companies, 

(NBFCs), especially the small and medium ones, were not too successful given the 

risk aversion of banks, in general. The recent measures are, therefore, specifically 

targeted towards the smaller NBFCs and those with lower credit ratings and should 

be welcomed. The crucial test, as always, is in the actual implementation of the 

schemes.

Auto sector has been down for almost 18 months. What are the steps that can 

boost CV and PV sales?

CV sales have been on a downward curve since October 2018. A number of factors 

ranging from a sluggish economy to revised axle load norms have brought us here.

The switchover to BS-VI norms could not have come at a worse time. Unfortunately, 

there is no silver bullet that can boost CV sales; it can only happen with a revival in 

economic activity, improvement in movement of goods and increased investments in 

infrastructure. There are those who believe that with social distancing set to become 

the norm, demand for ‘personal transport’ could see a surge. This might boost car 

sales.

Don’t lose money when interest rates drop
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has been reducing interest rates to fight the 

economic slowdown. Accordingly, bank deposit rates are coming down. Rates on 

other instruments are also following suit so that the entire interest rate structure falls 

in line. Falling interest rates is a global phenomenon as every country is struggling 

with growth. While low rates are good for those who want to avail loans, it is not so 

good for savers. We discuss here some pockets within debt mutual funds, which 

would be interesting in the current scenario.
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Let us see what options you have for fixed income / debt investments. For bank 

deposits, the rate on a State Bank of India deposit of 5-10 years maturity is 5.4%. The 

rate on Kisan Vikas Patra is 6.9%, National Savings Certificate, 6.8% and Monthly 

Income Account, 6.6%. Public Provident Fund (PPF) pays 7.1% currently, but there 

is an upper ceiling on investment i.e. Rs. 1.5 lakh per year. The 7.75% RBI Savings 

Bonds have been discontinued. They may be relaunched but the interest rate would 

be lower. Yields (annualised returns) of tax-free PSU bonds in the secondary market 

are only 4.6% to 4.7%. Against this backdrop, we will discuss certain debt mutual 

fund investment options. Portfolio credit quality is important as you do not want any 

default risk. We will mention only those funds that have a AAA-oriented/Government 

Security-oriented portfolio. In this context, it is relevant to understand the concept of 

debt fund portfolio maturity roll-down.

Let’s say there is a Fixed Maturity Plan (FMP) with a 3-year maturity. As per the rules, 

the maximum maturity of securities in the portfolio can be 3 years. After one year, the 

remaining maturity of bonds in the portfolio runs down to two years. After 3 years, all 

the bonds in the portfolio mature and you get your money back. Since the bonds are 

maturing, there is no volatility risk; it does not matter to you, on the date of maturity, 

whether bond prices in the market are going up or down.

The difference between FMPs and open-ended debt funds is that open-ended funds 

will always have portfolio maturity. As an example, if a Short Duration Fund has a 

portfolio maturity of say 3 years today, it will have a portfolio maturity of 3 years even 

after the passage of 3 years, or little bit here and there e.g. 2.8 years or 3.1 years. 

The point is, it does not behave like an FMP.

Now, the concept. There are a few open ended funds which have a strategy of 

portfolio maturity roll-down. It is a decision taken by the AMC to run a fund with that 

positioning. In an FMP, there is no redemption facility available with the AMC; in 

open-ended funds you can redeem i.e. liquidity is available to you.

The advantage here is, your volatility risk is progressively coming down with every 

passing day. There would be some volatility as of today, but you need not worry; you 
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just have to hold on to the fund.

Since every investor would not be aware of open-ended funds run with a strategy 

of portfolio maturity roll-down, we have mentioned these funds briefly. Axis Dynamic 

Bond Fund has a portfolio comprising AAA-rated bonds. Portfolio maturity and 

portfolio duration is 9.5 years and 6.3 years. Similarly, L&T Triple Ace Bond Fund 

has a AAA-oriented portfolio. Portfolio maturity and duration is 7.7 and 5.4 years.

If you have money with a longer term objective e.g. son’s education, daughter’s 

marriage or want to pass on a legacy for the next generation and want to deploy it 

for, say, 15 years and are looking for an alternative to PPF, then you may look at 

Nippon India Nivesh Lakshya Fund. This fund has a portfolio comprising Government 

Securities only i.e. there is no credit risk. With a portfolio maturity of approximately 

25 years and a modified duration of approximately 11 years, this is for the long 

haul.

The advantages of investing in funds with this strategy are:

• Volatility or price movement risk is taken care of, provided you hold on for the 

time horizon required, which is indicated by the portfolio maturity;

• If the interest rates come down over your holding period (i.e. bond prices 

move up), you would get that benefit as well in these funds. Valuation for 

NAV is done at market-based prices;

• There is tax efficiency in debt mutual funds, which is not there in other taxable 

investments. For a holding period of more than three years in debt funds, 

you are eligible for indexation. By virtue of indexation, price appreciation 

roughly equivalent to inflation for that period is allowed as deduction for tax 

purposes.

If your fund gives say 7% per year for the holding period and inflation is say 4% per 

year, then (7% minus 4%) 3% is taxable at 20%. That is, effective tax payable is only 

0.6% and your return is (7% minus 0.6%) 6.4%.

Other investments like bank deposits are taxable at your slab rate, which is 30% 

for most people. If you get 7% on a deposit for illustration (which is actually lower 
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nowadays), tax payable is (30% of 7%) i.e. 2.1% and your net return is 4.9%.

Starting point of an insurance journey
The proposal form is just one starting point of your journey to protect yourself with 

insurance. There are many measures built into the legal and regulatory systems for 

insurance which, if followed diligently, will be the insurance for your insurance policy 

to work optimally.

The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority (Protection of Policyholders’ 

Interest) Regulations, 2002 lays down the framework in this regard. Complementing 

and supplementing these are many other regulations that touch upon more 

specialised areas in detail.

For example, there are regulations about certain covers such as health insurance 

and unit-linked insurance policies (ULIPs), about intermediaries such as brokers, 

web aggregators and agents and service providers such as third-party administrators 

and loss surveyors relating to their training, competency and code of conduct.

There are even regulations about advertisements and disclosure by insurance 

companies and other stakeholders in the insurance industry.

There are regulations relating to insurance companies’ corporate governance, 

financial reporting, prudential norms or investments, or the regulations mandating 

that rural and social sectors should receive a certain percentage of each company’s 

products.

Though seemingly unrelated to you and me, the individual policyholders, these too 

have the final objective of protecting policyholders’ interests. We will take brief look 

at them later and see how we stand to benefit.

When you are ready to fill a proposal form, you would have been briefed 

about your policy options, maybe read the policy brochure or prospectus to 

get to know the benefits, what is covered, what is not and under what terms 

and conditions?
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The Protection of Policyholders’ Interest Regulations have something to say about 

this part of the process too.

Incidentally, the regulation encourages forms and documents to be made available 

in languages recognised under the Constitution of India.

As per the regulations, an insurance policy prospectus should clearly state the 

scope of benefits and the extent of insurance cover.

It should explain explicitly the warranties, exceptions and conditions of the insurance 

cover. If it is a life insurance policy, it should state if it is participating / with-profit or 

non-participating / without-profit, which determines whether or not you will share the 

benefits of investment income related to this policy.

Riders spelt out

Any riders that can be purchased with the policy should also be spelt out in detail.

The above details are in keeping with utmost good faith on the part of the insurance 

company and disclosure of material facts.

If the proposer misrepresents or suppresses any material fact (unless it is a fraud), 

the insurance company can repudiate claims on this basis. But this right is limited to 

the initial three years of a policy. This is stated in Section 45 of The Insurance Act, 

1939, and the regulations state that this information should be explicitly stated in the 

proposal and that the proposer should be guided by it.

Nomination facility

Most insurance policies can be nominated and this is a basic necessity and 

convenience for the beneficiary to receive the claim money. Failing to make a proper 

nomination defeats the very purpose of an insurance policy and holds up the receipt 

of claim money in a tedious legal processes.

The regulations underline the importance of this stating that wherever the benefit 

of nomination is available, “the insurer shall draw the attention of the proposer to it 

and encourage… to avail the facility”.

Once the proposal form is submitted, the insurer makes his underwriting decision. 

All such decisions have to be communicated to you in writing and within 15 days.
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Economy to contract 3.2% in FY21: WB
The Indian economy is expected to contract by 3.2% in this fiscal year as a result of 

the COVID-19 pandemic and its associated restrictions, the World Bank said in its 

Global Economic Prospects (GEP) June 2020 report released. Growth is forecast 

at 3.1% next year.

The world economy, as a whole, is set to witness its deepest recession since World 

War II, with a forecasted contraction of 5.2% this year — some 60 million could 

be pushed into extreme poverty, World Bank Group President David Malpass had 

warned last week.

With updated data now available, this number could be 70-100 million, a Bank 

economist told reporters on a briefing call  .

Emerging market and developing economies (EMDEs) are expected to contract by 

2.5% this year, and economic activity in advanced economies is forecast to shrink 

by 7%, as domestic supply and demand, finance and trade have been disrupted due 

to the pandemic. Countries most reliant on global trade, tourism, external financing 

and commodity exports are likely to be hit the hardest.

“This is a deeply sobering outlook, with the crisis likely to leave long-lasting scars and 

pose major global challenges,” said World Bank economist Ceyla Pazarbasioglu.

In the baseline scenario, global growth is set to rebound at 4.2% in 2021, with 

EMDEs growing at 4.6% and advanced economies growing at 3.9%.

This, however, is the baseline forecast and assumes that pandemic-induced 

domestic restrictions will be lifted by mid-year in advanced economies and a bit 

later in EMDEs.

The downside scenario is more severe — the global economy could shrink this year 

by as much as 8% (5% for EMDEs), followed by weak recovery at just above 1% 

growth next year.

India grew 4.2% in FY20

India’s growth is estimated to have slowed to 4.2% in FY 2019-20 (year ended 
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March 31, 2020). Output is expected to contract by 3.2% (so growth is -3.2%) in 

FY2020-21, as the impact of the pandemic (the restrictions on activity) will largely fall 

in this year, despite the fiscal and monetary stimulus.

Balance sheet stress

The growth forecast for this fiscal year is 9 percentage points lower than the GEP 

forecasts from January 2020, when the forecast for this fiscal was a (positive) 5.8% 

— the world was not yet in the grip of the pandemic.

Spillover effects from weak global growth and balance sheet stress are also weighing 

down on economic activity, as per the report. India is forecast to see some recovery 

next year and grow at 3.1%.

RBI moots comprehensive norms for sale of loans
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has proposed a comprehensive set of norms for 

sale of loans by banks which could be either standard or sub-standard. The move is 

aimed at building a robust secondary market for bank loans that could ensure proper 

price discovery and can be used as an indicator for impending stress, the central 

bank said.

At present, the guidelines for sale of loan exposures, both standard as well as stressed 

exposures, are spread across various circulars of the RBI.

Observing that loan sales are carried out by lenders for reasons ranging from strategic 

sales to rebalancing their exposures or as a means to achieve resolution of stressed 

assets by extinguishing the exposures, the RBI said, “A dynamic secondary market 

for bank loans will also ensure proper discovery of credit risk pricing associated with 

each exposure, and will be useful as a leading indicator for impending stress, if any, 

provided that the volumes are sufficiently large.”

These guidelines will be applicable to commercial banks, all financial institutions, 

non-banking finance companies and small finance banks.

The directions will be applicable to all loan sales, including sale of loans to special 
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purpose entities for the purpose of securitisation, the RBI said.

“The price discovery process has been deregulated to be as per the lenders’ policy,” 

the draft norms said.

According to the draft framework, standard assets would be allowed to be sold by 

lenders through assignment, novation or a loan participation contract .

The stressed assets, however, would be allowed to be sold only through assignment 

or novation, the draft said adding, “stressed assets may be sold to any entity that is 

permitted to take on loan exposures by its statutory or regulatory framework”. It is 

also proposed to do away with the requirement of Minimum Retention Requirement 

(MRR) for sale of loans by lenders.

Comments have been invited from stakeholders on the draft framework by June 

30.

The central bank has also proposed significant changes in securitisation norms which 

are aimed at development of a strong and robust market for such transactions.

The revision in guidelines is an attempt to align the regulatory framework with the 

Basel guidelines on securitisation that have come into force effective January 1, 

2018, the RBI said.

Only transactions that result in multiple tranches of securities being issued reflecting 

different credit risks will be treated as securitisation transactions, and accordingly 

covered under these revised norms.

The norm has prescribed a special case of securitisation, called Simple, Transparent 

and Comparable (STC) securitisations with clearly defined criteria and preferential 

capital treatment.

The definition of securitisation has been modified to allow single asset securitisations. 

Securitisation of exposures purchased from other lenders has been allowed, 

according to the revised guidelines.

“One of the key changes relates to differential treatment for Residential Mortgage 

Backed Securities (RMBS) compared to other securitisations in respect of 
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prescriptions regarding minimum holding period (MHP), minimum retention 

requirements (MRR) and reset of credit enhancements,” the draft norms said.

‘Bank credit to grow at multi-decade low’
With economic activity being sharply impacted by COVID-19, bank credit growth 

will likely nosedive to a multi-decade low of 0-1% this fiscal, rating agency Crisil 

estimated. It had earlier estimated growth at 8-9% .

The forecast presumes a base case scenario of GDP contracting 5% in FY21.

“This crisis is unprecedented and so will its economic fallout be — such as lower 

capex demand and lower discretionary spends — slowing down credit offtake 

significantly in the current fiscal,” said Krishnan Sitaraman, senior director, Crisil 

Ratings.

Corporate tax sop date may be extended
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman   said the government will consider an 

extension in the deadline for availing the lower 15% corporate tax rate on new 

investments, due to COVID-19.

In the biggest reduction in 28 years, the government, in September last year, slashed 

corporate tax rates by up to 10 percentage points to attract private investment and 

push sagging economic growth.

Base corporate tax for existing companies was reduced to 22% from 30%, and to 

15% from 25% for new manufacturing firms incorporated after October 1, 2019, and 

starting operations before March 31, 2023.

Stimulus has not helped MSMEs: AIMO survey
Over 78% of the 60 million MSMEs and 83% of self-employed have expressed 

unhappiness over the financial stimulus announced by the Centre recently as they 
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have not seen the direct benefits of it over the last three weeks, according to a survey 

conducted by the All India Manufacturers Organisation (AIMO).

“When the FM announced the details, everyone believed it was more than sufficient 

to tide over and rebound from the crises. However, over the last three weeks, the 

positive mindset has turned into a confused mindset for many of those who responded 

as they have not experienced the direct benefits of the package despite many visits 

to the banks,” said Harish Metha, national vice-president, AIMO said.

“It is apparent from the survey the Rs. 3.50 lakh crore package is ‘adequate’ for the 

MSME sector. But, the methodology of allocation and mechanics of implementation 

are still unclear among those surveyed,” said Kenny Ramanand, honorary general 

secretary, AIMO.

RBI asked to clarify on interest during moratorium
 “We are trying to balance. Whether there can be a system worked out... Our concern 

in these proceedings is only whether the interest that has been deferred will be 

added to charges payable later and whether there will be interest on the interest,” 

Justice Kaul addressed lawyers representing the parties.

The court said, unlike what the RBI apprehends in its response, it is not considering 

a complete waiver of interest but is only concerned that postponement of interest 

shouldn’t accrue further interest on it.

The court listed the case for June 17 to hear the outcome of the meeting between the 

RBI and the Finance Ministry.

Earlier, the RBI had filed an affidavit in court saying it does not consider it prudent 

or appropriate to go for a forced waiver of interest, risking the financial viability of 

the banks it is mandated to regulate and putting the interests of the depositors in 

jeopardy.

“If the RBI reply goes much beyond the query posed by us, there will be a lot of opinions 

on it. Efforts will be made to sway it one way or another,” the Bench remarked.
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The court is hearing a petition filed by Gajendra Sharma challenging the charging of 

interest rate on loans even during the three-month moratorium period declared amid 

the COVID-19 pandemic and national lockdown.

The RBI had recently extended the moratorium till August 31.

SC allows firms to negotiate with staff on lockdown wages
The Supreme Court   asked factory owners and other private industrial establishments 

to negotiate terms and enter into settlements with their workers on the payment of 

wages during the lockdown period.

A Bench, led by Justice Ashok Bhushan, observed that industry cannot survive 

without its labourers and workers.

The court urged employers and employees to sort out their differences and resume 

work in a congenial atmosphere.

The court’s order came on a batch of petitions filed by industry owners against a 

March 29 government notification compelling them to pay full wages to workers. The 

notification was rescinded on May 17, after 54 days.

Resumption of work

In its order, the court asked employers to allow their workers to resume their jobs. 

This is without prejudice to the rights of the employees regarding unpaid wages for 

these 54 days.

It said that employers whose factories had continued to work during the lockdown, 

though not to full capacity, may also enter into talks.

Employers and workers could seek the help of Labour Department authorities and 

trade unions to reach a settlement. The court highlighted that the government, too, 

had an obligation to ensure conciliation between private employers and their workers 

for the smooth running of industrial establishments. “Lockdown had an equally 

adverse effect on the employers as well as on employees,” the court observed.
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‘NRIs from Gulf show appetite for home purchases in India’
Why do NRIs invest in property in India?

The reasons are two-fold — emotional as well as financial. The biggest high is 

having the comfort of owning a property back home, which is available for future use 

or upgrading to a better lifestyle given that in some cases these NRIs have parents/ 

families who still reside in India.

Also, from an investment perspective, India is witnessing higher capital appreciation 

and growth promising higher return on investments. In addition, there are several 

benefits like falling interest rates, easy access to loan if the house is being bought/

constructed for self-use and offers by developers from time to time.

NRIS from which region invest the most?

The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) region contributes the highest to Indian real 

estate purchase from NRIs and has a lot of appetite for residential purchases across 

India.

What is the annual revenue you generated from the GCC markets?

GCC is a high-performing market for us and we have seen a consistent interest 

from the market over the years. Our sales from the GCC markets stood upwards of 

Rs. 400 crore in FY20 and we are seeing good interest from the market even in the 

current times despite the lockdown.

Which country in the GCC contributes the highest revenue?

We have seen high demand from the UAE followed by Oman and Qatar.

Which of your projects are in demand?

We have seen a good demand for projects in Pune, followed by NCR, Bengaluru 

and Mumbai for capital appreciation. Each micro market behaves differently and 

while we have seen good appreciation in markets like Mumbai, Bengaluru and 

Pune, NCR has remained flattish.

How many apartments have you sold in this market?

We have been doing good business in the GCC region since we set up our 
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representative office in Dubai in 2014. We have tripled our sales from the region 

in the last three years. Even in the current lockdown period, we are seeing a good 

traction from the GCC market and we hope to continue to keep the momentum in 

the coming months as well.

What strategies have you deployed in these markets?

We use a focussed approach to tap the NRI markets and increase global footprint. 

From participating in various real estate exhibitions, HNI meets, community events 

to connecting with overseas channel partners, we have a structured approach to 

targeting international markets. We also have a strong empanelment process for 

channel partners abroad.

Also, we have always been present through the digital medium for our customers 

worldwide. We have a dedicated NRI corner on our website to address all home-

buying queries and legal requirements.

How is the company using digital to connect with NRI customers during 

COVID-19?

All of our sales process were available online to our customers much before the 

lockdown. Now, we have leveraged our systems to quickly move deal servicing 

to digital media and moved all our customer collaterals online to make it easy for 

customers to make a purchase decision. Our sales teams are using tools such as 

MS Teams and webex to host CPs and customers, take them through the product 

offering and take bookings live, without the need for any paper intervention.

Get rid of EMIs, go for investments
 “Not having the burden of EMI is a big relief,” a banker who had retired from a 

foreign lender at a senior level had told me once.

His comment surprised me a little. As a banker all his life, he was supportive of 

loans. In fact, he had even resisted my recommendation to pay back his home loan 

at an early date. However, he said, he had realised the stress it had caused on the 
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family and after retirement, even he was not comfortable with it.

This is not a stray experience for me. A CEO of an MNC was relieved when his loan 

was paid back.

He was not happy in his job, it was turning out to be stressful and he was missing 

spending time with family and pursuing hobbies which he wanted to do all his life.

Once the loan was paid back, he immediately switched over to a job which demanded 

less of his time. It, of course, paid less but gave him more time. According to him, 

“Now that the loan is behind me, I am feeling like a free bird.”

In the current times, when we are facing turbulence in income, erosion in wealth 

and experiencing issues concerning health, those who do not have liabilities, will be 

more at ease.

As a professional, I have been witness to the other extreme also. “If there is an EMI, 

it helps me control and stay focussed on the expenses. If there is no EMI burden, I 

tend to splurge.” This was told to me by a youngster. I find it weird. It is like saying, 

‘I have cough and cold, I am fairly indisciplined about taking medicines, so, I have 

hired nursing staff at home to give me medicines.’ If we don’t do that, then why do 

we continue with a loan?

As an individual, if there is a fixed monthly commitment to be honoured, what will 

be the preference? Paying the monthly instalment of a loan, i.e. EMI or investing 

every month in a mutual fund scheme i.e. SIP. In fact, even regularly setting aside 

an amount in a bank in the form of a recurring deposit will give more happiness and, 

of course, lead to long-term wealth creation.

Taking on a loan is not bad; of course it should not be for splurging. But, continuing 

with the loan will dent long-term wealth creation.

A taboo in the past

About 2-3 decades ago, borrowing was taboo in this country. In 1997, I was promoting 

credit cards for a foreign bank.

In those years, ‘loan’ was a bad word. Many youngsters would want to apply for a 

card but were reluctant. According to them, if elders in their family came to know 
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about it, it would have been a big issue. As a society, we have come a long way 

from there.

Loans or borrowing are no more bad words but still, a majority would prefer coming 

out of it. Currently, I don’t have the data but my gut feeling is when it comes to a 

home loan, irrespective of tenure for which individuals borrow, most of them get rid 

of the loan much before the end of the actual tenure.

There are instances of individuals continuing with a loan for tax benefit, using the 

funds available for repayment of loan to invest. All these sound great.

However, they are more like joy rides, something which gives a high for some time. 

The latent feeling is of following some kind of a brilliant strategy to build more wealth. 

Honestly, it is nothing but a kick, a feeling of a high. This is short lived.

From a long-term wealth creation perspective, stick to the basics. Basics are always 

beautiful. Pay off the loan and invest the money saved from paying monthly loan 

installments. To pay off the loan, a certain amount of capital will be used. But upon 

repayment of the loan, that entire asset will be a clean investment of ours. This will 

add to the net worth of our balance sheet.

Having paid back the loan, use the amount saved every month to invest. This will 

also add to wealth creation. Over a period, both the fully paid asset and regular 

investments will add to our net worth.

Net worth means the clean assets we have in our balance sheet after paying back all 

the loans. Therefore, always focus on ‘My EMI.’ ‘My EMI’ is not ‘My Equated Monthly 

Instalment’ but ‘My Equal Monthly Investment’ for building long-term wealth.

‘GDP contraction would endanger MSMEs’
A 5% contraction in gross domestic product (GDP) during 2020-21 may lead to a 

15% fall in corporate India’s revenues and poses an “existential threat” for small 

businesses, ratings agency Crisil said in a research report.

However, policy interventions by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and the finance 
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ministry offer little hope because they cannot revive demand, which is crucial for the 

small businesses, it said.

The micro, small and medium enterprise (MSME) sector will have to face a sharper 

decline in revenues of up to 21%, while operating profit margins will narrow to 4-5%, 

Crisil said.

The ratings agency expects a 5% contraction in the economy because of the impact 

of the coronavirus pandemic, which has led to almost three months of lockdown with 

little steps at opening up lately. The Centre and the RBI have already announced 

actions like collateral-free loans of up to Rs. 3 lakh crore for the segment since the 

onset of the crisis.

“MSMEs face existential crisis, revenue to fall a fifth... a sharp decline at the operating 

level will also impact creditworthiness, aggravating the liquidity stretch these units 

have been grappling with, particularly on the working capital front,” Crisil said.

It said there were gains to be made out of lower commodity prices but the weak 

demand in the economy would ensure that the small business segment was unable 

to capitalise on those.

Wholesale prices plunge to 4.5-year low; WPI deflation at 
3.21% in May
Prices in the wholesale market fell to a 4.5-year low in May, recording a deflation 

of 3.21% following a sharp decline in fuel and power items even as food articles 

turned expensive. “The annual rate of inflation, based on monthly WPI, stood at 

(-3.21%) (provisional) for the month of May, 2020 as compared with 2.79% during 

the corresponding month of the previous year,” the Commerce and Industry Ministry 

said in a statement  .

Pipeline tariff policy coming, to raise share of gas in energy 
basket
In a bid to raise the share of natural gas in the energy basket, India will soon have 
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a new tariff policy that will help bring down the cost of transporting the environment-

friendly fuel.

Also, oil regulator PNGRB is working on a new regime for authorisation of gas 

pipelines that will make it more investor friendly. Speaking at the launch of India’s 

maiden online gas trading platform by IGX — aimed at market-driven pricing and 

to boost consumption by improving availability — both Oil Minister Dharmendra 

Pradhan and regulator PNGRB Chairman Dinesh Kumar Sarraf spoke of a new 

pipeline tariff policy that will replace the existing practice of seven different pipeline 

operators charging separate rates and customers farther from a gas source paying 

more than those nearer.

“PNGRB is also working on rationalisation of tariffs to make natural gas affordable 

in every part of the country. It will facilitate development of the gas market in eastern 

and north eastern parts of the country,” Mr. Pradhan said. Mr. Sarraf hinted at a 

single rate across pipelines so as to make the price of fuel uniform for customers 

across the country.

A draft regulation for the new tariff policy will be issued in the next few weeks, he 

said. The share of natural gas in India’s energy basket is 6.2% and the Centre aims 

to raise this to 15% by 2030 to replace some of the polluting liquid fuel and coal with 

this cleaner alternative.

Mr. Pradhan also said GAIL had come up with a proposal to have pipeline and gas 

marketing business in separate divisions. “There will be an infrastructure company 

for pipelines.”

Fuel demand reaches 80-85% of pre-COVID-19 levels: 
Pradhan
Fuel demand has reached 80-85% of pre-COVID-19 levels in the first half of June, 

but returning to a 5% growth trajectory may take up to two years, Oil Minister 

Dharmendra Pradhan and industry leaders said.
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Fuel sales in the world’s third biggest oil consuming nation had fallen to the lowest 

since 2007 as the government imposed a nationwide lockdown to prevent the spread 

of COVID-19.

The demand, which had fallen by as much as 70%, has since recovered after 

restrictions were eased beginning early May.

“When compared with June 2019, petroleum product demand during the first fortnight 

of June rose to 80-85% of pre-COVID-19 levels,” Mr. Pradhan said during a webinar. 

Fuel consumption at 14.65 million tonnes in May was 47.4% higher than April, but 

23.3% lower than a year earlier. Diesel, the most consumed fuel, was down about 

29.4% in May, while petrol sales fell 35.3%.

Between June 1 and 15, diesel demand recovered further. At 2.67 million tonnes, it 

was 15% lower than a year earlier, industry data showed.

Petrol sales at 930,000 tonnes were 18% lower.

ATF, whose sales slumped to almost nil as airlines suspended operations, was 73% 

lower in the first half of June. LPG sales were up 7% at 960,000 tonnes.

Sanjiv Singh, Chairman of Indian Oil Corp., said at the webinar that the return of 

growth trajectory in fuel demand would take 2 years. Prior to losing momentum in 

2019-20 due to sluggish economic activity, demand had grown at 4-5 %.

Refining capacity

India planned to almost double its oil refining capacity to 450-500 million tonnes 

in the next 10 years to meet rising domestic fuel demand as well as to cater to the 

export market, Mr. Pradhan said.

Construction of a new 60 million tonne-a-year west coast refinery, which is crucial to 

the capacity doubling plan, will start soon.

“Our refining capacity will increase from about 250 million tonnes per annum now to 

450-500 million tonnes in next 10 years,” he said.

The refining capacity of 249.9 million tonnes exceeded the fuel demand of 213.7 

million tonnes in 2019-20, but the demand is likely to rise to 335 million tonnes by 

2030 and 472 million tonnes by 2040.
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‘Retail fuel prices aligned with international prices’
Retail prices of petrol and diesel are aligned to international product prices, Mukesh 

Kumar Surana, CMD, Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited (HPCL), said, after 

the company, along with other oil retailers, increased the price of petrol and diesel 

for the tenth consecutive day  .

HPCL also reported a 99% fall in its fourth quarter net profit to Rs. 27 crore, mainly 

because of Rs. 4,113 crore in inventory losses and Rs. 975 crore of forex losses. 

The fall in profit came on the back of a 2% decline in revenue to Rs. 71,268 crore on 

account of a sharp decline in crude prices.

Asked about the increase in retail prices of petrol and diesel, Mr. Surana said, “When 

crude oil prices have gone up from $13 a barrel to around $40 a barrel, the increase 

in product prices is logical. We didn’t revise the fuel prices during lockdown so now 

we have aligned our product prices with global product prices.”

The average gross refining margins (GRMs) for the quarter stood at a negative $1.23 

per barrel, compared with $4.51 per barrel a year earlier.

“The lockdown to contain the spread of the pandemic in India led to significant 

demand contraction in the last part of March 2020 necessitating regulated refinery 

operations,” said Mr. Surana.

To enhance its overseas footprint, HPCL had tied up with State Trade Corporation 

of Bhutan Limited for setting up of retail outlets and supply of motor fuels in Bhutan. 

“HPCL also achieved highest export of lubes in current financial year,” he said.

For 2019-20, HPCL has proposed a final dividend of Rs. 9.75 per share.

No benefit from RBI’s loan moratorium scheme: SC
The Supreme Court   said there were few takers for the Reserve Bank of India’s loan 

moratorium scheme during the lockdown because people know there was hardly any 

benefit arising out of it.

Appearing before a Bench led by Justice Ashok Bhushan, Solicitor-General Tushar 
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Mehta, who had met Finance Ministry and RBI officials, explained that the moratorium 

during a pandemic lockdown could not be construed as a “waiver”. “What I am 

supposed to pay today, I have to pay tomorrow,” he said.

‘An irony’

“So you are saying you are actually doing a favour by deferring payment. It is an 

irony that thousands of crores have been defaulted on NPA [non-performing assets] 

accounts... You should be interested in helping them [borrowers], a pandemic is not 

a normal situation. No penalty should be charged here,” Justice S.K. Kaul, on the 

Bench, told Mr. Mehta.

A complete waiver of deferred loan interests would have a “serious cascading effect” 

on the financial interests of the depositors, the Solicitor-General replied.

The court has been consistently questioning the RBI and the government whether 

the deferment of loan interest would lead to charging of interest on interest once the 

freeze was lifted after August 31.

Senior advocate Harish Salve, for the Indian Banks’ Association, intervened and 

pointed out that the whole case was “premature”. “We are still in the tunnel. We do 

not know when we will come out of this tunnel. Today we don’t even know where 

and when this is going to end... European experts say it may be 2022. When we 

say no interest should be charged during this [moratorium] period, it will hit the 

banks hard. Today, nobody can say when they will get their revenue back... Some 

companies are running on 70%, revenue for the hospitality sector is zero, the airline 

sector is zero. So, let us see,” Mr. Salve submitted.

‘Wait till August’

He said the court should wait till August-end to assess liabilities after getting a clearer 

picture of the turn of events. Meanwhile, the moratorium would continue.

Senior advocate Mukul Rohatgi, for the State Bank of India, said depositors, including 

senior citizens, should not suffer owing to the moratorium.

Banks should be solvent to pay them compound interest on their deposits. “If you 

want deferment of your loan interest, you have to pay the price for deferment,” he 
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said. Justice Kaul, speaking for Bench, said the court did not want any harm to 

depositors.

The court said its proceedings were focused on one question: whether the moratorium 

would eventually lead to payment of interest on interest deferred for six months.

“Will you be able to bear the burden if there is no interest on interest charged,” it 

asked the banks.

Mr. Salve responded that banks had their own schemes to provide benefits to such 

sectors as agriculture and business. They might also have to create new schemes.

He pleaded that the case be adjourned till August-end so that banks could collate 

details and place them on record.

“Let us wait for three months. Everybody will know by then what the priorities... We 

can’t have mass bankruptcy,” Mr. Salve submitted.

Legal framework

Senior advocate K.V. Vishwanathan, appearing for one of the parties, said there 

is a legal framework on the release and repayment of loans under the Disaster 

Management Act.

“Some restructuring of loans may be required, but we cannot lose three months. 

Somebody will have to start working now, or there will be a complete negation of 

whatever benefits the law allows citizens during such unprecedented times,” he 

said.

The cour posted the case for further hearing in the first week of August.

Govt. invites global vessel owners to flag ships in India
The government said it has invited global vessel owners to flag their ships in India 

to take advantage of the Make in India policy.

The government has recently revised its ‘Make in India’ policy for public procurement 

under which no global tender enquiry will be issued, except with the approval of the 

competent authority, for procurement of services with an estimated value of below 
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Rs. 200 crore.

“It is estimated that the ‘Make in India’ policy will provide an opportunity to at least 

double the number of Indian flag vessels in the immediate term — from the present 

approximately 450 to at least 900 and more over a period of three years — leaving 

further scope for additional investment in the Indian flag tonnage,” Ministry of 

Shipping said.

With a modern maritime administration, continuous supply of trained seafarers, 

ship management skills already available, ship owners worldwide are invited to now 

flag their ships in India to take advantage of the ‘Make in India’ policy in respect 

of transportation of government cargoes. Shipping Minister Mansukh Mandaviya 

has reviewed the readiness of Indian shipping for implementation of the Cargo 

Transportation Policy, the statement said.

‘Consumer demand needs a financing fix’
Is the government taking the right steps? Does spurring consumer demand without 

looking at the supply side risk fanning inflation?

With companies working at a fraction of their capacity, industrial inflation is not a 

major concern at the moment. When we came out of the lockdown, supply chain was 

very visible as an issue but this is likely to be more short term in nature. Longer term 

issues are really demand related.

One concern in the passenger cars segment is about getting customers to come to 

the dealerships and buy cars. The issue that could come up there is the credit rating 

of individual customers. The banking sector has been risk averse. Given the current 

situation of lower prospects for most people, banks are likely to be even more risk 

averse. Demand is a question of aspiration and of financing.

After the financial crisis of 2018-19, the banks have started looking into credit history 

even more. In the current scenario, when most people are struggling, if banks 

continue with tough norms, then financing of consumer demand could be an issue. 



asp
iran

tforum.co
m

aspirantforum.com
THE CRUX OF THE HINDU AND PIB

asp
iran

tforum.co
m

     JUNE
     2020
     VOL.70

    
Economy

Visit aspirantforum.com for Guidance and Study Material for IAS Exam

Last year, a lot more loan applications were rejected as a result of the tougher norms 

and it will be even worse now.

This needs to be addressed. If the financing issue is not fixed, it will be harder for the 

passenger vehicles sector to look at reviving demand.

Some suggestions that came up in discussions with ACMA leadership include 

rationalisation of GST for the auto industry for a brief period; localisation benefits for 

importers by way of lower duties on their remaining imports; and similar incentives 

to importers for increased exports.

You had said global firms looking to de-risk were exploring locations outside 

China. Has India failed to capitalise on the trend?

Even pre-COVID, a lot of investors had been asking the global companies to look 

at ‘sourcing’ portfolio de-risking. This is not a knee jerk reaction but had started a 

couple of years back.

So, the opportunity is there for Indian companies; but in the current situation there 

are limitations as well.

The possibility of international travel is limited. When an Indian firm becomes a 

supplier to a new global customer, an audit is conducted by the overseas firm.

With travel restrictions, that could still take a while. But if you are an existing part 

of the [vendor] mix and if they are looking to change, then Indian companies could 

stand to gain as they may give more [business] to the existing suppliers.

Has Wheels India benefitted from this de-risking strategy?

Yes, for some of the newer products where we are just making investments, we are 

aligning with the strategy of some of these companies that are moving away from a 

particular geography.

The opportunities were there even earlier but the current scenario has speeded it up 

and kind of given it a fillip.

In the last couple of years, the global firms have been looking at redistributing their 

sourcing. Post COVID, because the uncertainties are more, a few more companies 
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are now looking at distributing their sourcing. One of the industry segments that 

Wheels India is present in is looking at this redistribution of sourcing but for it to 

fructify, it will take 1-2 years.

In the windmill industry where we are becoming more and more of a global player, 

we are looking at customers and their de-risking strategy and seeing if we can 

align with that and get business from some of these companies who are looking at 

changing the mix.

Exports seem to have given you some lift...

A lot of what we export comes under ‘industrial’ and what are deemed essential 

services such as windmills, construction equipment and even trucks. These have 

been less hit by the lockdown than the other sectors. If the situation becomes better 

globally and if operations become more streamlined in those countries, then exports 

could improve, with monthly economic activities picking up there.

What is the scenario on CVs?

There was already a cyclical downturn last year. The axle load norms suddenly 

increased the load carrying capacity in the country significantly.

Unfortunately, it happened just prior to lot of the financial hiccups that we had in our 

system which also started slowing down the economy.

Thus, there was excess capacity that built up.

At some point, we will have to return to public transport. The social distancing in 

public transport will mean the need for more buses.

A nationwide bus building scheme will give a shot in the arm to the CV sector as 

well as the components sector. The Government has an ambitious 5-year plan for 

the construction sector. If construction activity starts happening, this will result in 

demand for tippers and construction equipment and that will also be a boost to the 

CV sector.

What about prospects of the defence segment?

Government has launched many defence programmes but most have a long 

gestation period that involves testing and validation and these will come to fruition 
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in course of time. And the auto sector will benefit from that.

Are stock specific SIPs better, or SIPs in MFs?
With the Systematic Investment Plan (SIP) route taking off for mutual funds, stock 

brokers are now offering SIPs that allow you to dribble equal monthly sums into a 

stock of your choosing over several years. But stock SIPs, for retail investors, are 

not as hot an idea as mutual fund SIPs. Before you sign up for them, here are some 

things to be aware of.

Stock choice matters

When plugging stock SIPs as a wealth creation tool, you are often provided 

examples of X or Y stock that transformed an investment of a few thousands into 

a few lakhs. For instance, had you done a SIP of just Rs. 5,000 a month in the 

Hindustan Unilever stock over the last five years, you’d be sitting on shares worth 

Rs. 5.1 lakh today, against an investment of Rs. 3 lakh. But such examples tend 

to be coloured by survivorship bias. For every HUL that has created wealth, there 

are scores of other equally well-known names that have decimated wealth in the 

same period. Had you chosen Zee Entertainment (which was equally fancied five 

years ago) instead of HUL for your SIPs, your Rs. 3 lakh investment would be down 

56% and worth Rs. 1.31 lakh today. Leverage problems for Zee’s promoters have 

badly impacted the stock’s performance. While investing in stocks, therefore, it is 

not really the SIP mode of investing that helps you create wealth but selecting the 

right stocks to buy. It is your ability to scour businesses and stock valuations to spot 

potential wealth creators in the market that delivers results.

What’s quality?

Advisers promoting stock SIPs usually assure you that if you choose ‘quality’ stocks 

to invest in, you can’t go wrong. Just pick companies that are delivering strong 

earnings growth with good governance and high shareholder return ratios, and 

you’ll be assured of long-term wealth creation.
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But this oversimplifies the process of stock selection, because the market’s definition 

of what is ‘quality’ and its assessment of the sectors that can deliver sustained 

growth changes quite often.

The Indian market, in the last two decades, has seen three big bull markets — each 

with a completely different set of sectors leading. In 1997-2000, technology, media 

and telecom stocks were considered the very epitome of quality with scorching 

earnings growth and high return ratios.

But had you picked from some of the top ‘quality’ stocks of that time — Infosys, 

Satyam Computers, Digital Globalsoft, Zee Telefilms — you may have found yourself 

poorer as two of the four haven’t even survived till date.

Between 2003 and 2008, capital goods, real estate, power and infrastructure stocks, 

were deemed the best bets. But when India’s growth story hit a wall after the global 

financial crises, capex came to an abrupt halt, leaving those companies saddled 

with high debt and rapidly deteriorating earnings. Favourites of this era such as 

Unitech, BHEL, Suzlon Energy, Lanco Infra and Reliance Communications have 

barely survived the decade. If you had run a monthly SIP in BHEL for 5 years from 

June 2005 to June 2010, your investment of Rs. 5 lakh then would be worth only 

Rs. 50,000 today.

Yes, mutual fund managers can err by chasing after the wrong stocks. But they are 

usually forced to correct their mistakes quickly when market preferences change. 

This ensures that even if you continue your SIP in the same fund, its portfolio is 

dynamic, and you don’t keep pouring money into dud businesses.

To achieve a good balance of risk and returns in your portfolio, you need to closely 

watch the weights that individual assets and stocks take up in it. With SIPs, you 

can keep pumping money into a single stock for years bloating its weight in your 

portfolio.

Consider a person with a Rs. 10 lakh portfolio who runs a Rs. 5,000 monthly SIP 

in a single stock for 5 years. After the five-year period, his exposure to the stock 

will amount to Rs. 3 lakh, as much as 23% per cent of his portfolio, assuming the 
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stock moves in tandem with the rest of the portfolio. Had the stock outperformed, its 

portfolio weight can rise even more quickly. Unless you a keep close watch on your 

portfolio weights while running SIPs, you can run a big concentration risk.

Just like stocks, unmonitored SIPs in mutual funds can also lead to a single fund 

occupying a very large weight in your portfolio, which is risky. But given that funds 

own a basket of stocks, this still exposes you to lower concentration risks than stock 

SIPs.

Finally, the secret to creating enduring wealth from stocks is regular tracking of the 

business you have invested in.

Having bought a stock based on an investment thesis, you will need to check into its 

quarterly results, statutory filings and events relating to its governance to ensure that 

your money is in good hands. SIPs tempt you to put your investments on autopilot. 

Let’s also admit that to really generate wealth from stocks, timing your entry and exit 

is critical. No stock is a perpetual ‘buy’ at any price and valuation. A SIP offers you 

the means to avoid timing risks on entry, but you still have to know when to exit.

India GDP to contract 4.5% on COVID-19: IMF
Key emerging market economies are taking a severe hit to GDP amid the COVID-19 

pandemic, with India seeing the first contraction in decades, the IMF said.

The updated World Economic Outlook shows India’s GDP will fall 4.5% this year, far 

worse than expected in April just after the pandemic first took hold outside of China. 

Mexico will see a double digit decline of 10.5% while Brazil just misses that mark 

with a drop of 9.1%.

Argentina is projected to fall 9.9%, with the country already in the middle of a 

massive debt crunch on top of the health and economic crises. During the global 

financial crisis in 2009, these emerging markets, along with China, were booming, 

supporting the global economy even as advanced nations faced severe recessions. 

Meanwhile, South Africa’s GDP is seen dropping 8%, while oil-producer Nigeria falls 
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5.4%, it said.

The pandemic has sparked an economic “crisis like no other,” sending world GDP 

plunging 4.9% this year and wiping out $12 trillion over two years, the IMF said.

Jobs destroyed

Worldwide business shutdowns destroyed hundreds of millions of jobs, and the 

prospects for recovery — along with the forecasts themselves — are steeped in 

“pervasive uncertainty” with the virus still rife, the IMF said. The U.S. economy is 

set to contract 8% in 2020, while China fares slightly better, posting growth of 1%, 

the report said. The IMF cautioned that trade and geopolitical tensions between the 

world’s largest economies could undercut a modest recovery in 2021.

Fund for meat, dairy processing infra gets CCEA nod
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has given its nod to set up 

a Rs. 15,000 crore Animal Husbandry Infrastructure Development Fund. “Eligible 

beneficiaries under the scheme include farmer producer organisations and MSMEs 

with a minimum 10% margin money contribution by them,” said a statement.

RBI slams banks, NBFCs as digital loan agents flout code
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has come down heavily on banks and non-banks 

as it found violation of fair practices code by digital platforms that act as an agency 

of these lenders to sell loans.

The banking regulator has now prescribed norms such as loan sanction letter to be 

issued to the borrower on the letter head of the lender concerned.

The RBI said it found the platforms tend to portray themselves as lenders without 

disclosing the name of the bank/ NBFC at the back end as a result of which customers 

were not able to access grievance redressal avenues available under the regulatory 

framework.
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“Of late, there are several complaints against the lending platforms which primarily 

relate to exorbitant interest rates, non-transparent methods to calculate interest, 

harsh recovery measures, unauthorised use of personal data and bad behavior,” 

the regulator said.

The RBI said it was concerned due to non-transparency of transactions and violation 

of guidelines on outsourcing of financial services and Fair Practices Code.

“Outsourcing of any activity by banks/ NBFCs does not diminish their obligations, 

as the onus of compliance with regulatory instructions rests solely with them,” the 

RBI said. As a result, the lenders were now told to disclose the names of all digital 

lending platforms, engaged as agents, on the websites of banks/ NBFCs.

“Immediately after sanction but before execution of the loan agreement, the sanction 

letter shall be issued to the borrower on the letter head of the bank/ NBFC concerned,” 

the central bank instructed.

Upfront disclosure

Digital lending platforms, engaged as agents, should be asked by the banks to 

disclose upfront to the customer, the name of the bank/ NBFC on whose behalf they 

are interacting with him.

A copy of the loan agreement along with a copy each of all enclosures quoted 

in the loan agreement shall be furnished to all borrowers at the time of sanction/ 

disbursement of loans, the banking regulator said.

‘Economy in deep trouble, to shrink 5%’
S&P Global Ratings   said the Indian economy is in deep trouble with growth expected 

to contract by 5% this fiscal.

“India’s economy is in deep trouble. Difficulties in containing the virus, an anaemic 

policy response, and underlying vulnerabilities, especially across the financial sector, 

are leading us to expect growth to fall by 5% this fiscal year before rebounding in 

2021,” S&P said in a report.
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In its report titled ‘Asia-Pacific losses near $3 trillion as balance sheet recession 

looms,’ S&P projected the region’s economy to shrink by 1.3% in 2020, but grow by 

6.9% in 2021. This implies a loss nearing $3 trillion in output over these two years.

“Asia-Pacific has shown some success in containing COVID-19 and, by and large, 

responded with effective macroeconomic policies,” said Shaun Roache, chief 

economist for Asia-Pacific at S&P Global Ratings.

Cushioning the blow

“This can help cushion the blow and provide a bridge to the recovery. The recovery 

looks set to be weighed down by indebted balance sheets, however.”

One risk now looming larger is yet another ‘balance sheet recession’ in which at 

least one important sector of the economy — the government, firms, or households 

— tries to bolster its weak financial position by saving more, paying down debt and 

spending less, S&P said.

“The downturn caused by COVID-19 did not start as a balance-sheet recession but 

may end up as one,” Mr. Roache said. “This means less investment, slower recovery, 

and a permanent hit to the economy that will last even after a vaccine is found.”

The pandemic caused a sudden stop in activity and to prevent a collapse, 

policymakers, helped by banks, have provided extraordinary financial support to 

firms and households.

Banks may lend less than they normally would in a recovery to focus on the overhang 

from the pandemic. Private firms may prefer to stabilise debt rather than ramp up 

spending on new investments, even though demand is improving.

S&P kept its forecasts for growth in the Chinese economy at 1.2% and 7.4% for 2020 

and 2021, respectively.

RBI board reviews state of economy
The board of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), which met for the first time   since the 

nationwide lockdown, discussed the current economic situation and the challenges 
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posed by COVID-19. The meeting was held via video-conference.

“The board deliberated on the current economic situation and the evolving challenges 

posed by the pandemic,” the RBI said in a statement. “Among others, the board also 

discussed the Reserve Bank’s activities during the period [July 2019-June 2020], 

the budget for the next accounting year July 2020 to March 2021 [aligned with the 

government’s financial year], other policy and operational matters,” the RBI said.

‘Govt. must allow airlines commercial freedom’
The government must cease to control commercial decisions of India’s airlines 

to ensure their survival following the financial setbacks caused by the air travel 

restrictions necessitated by the COVID-19 pandemic, aviation consultancy CAPA 

India warned  .

“Allowing complete commercial freedom is a must for the revival of airlines in India. 

No other major aviation market in the world imposes such barriers on their own 

carriers,” the firm said.

The removal of curbs would enable airlines to tap into sources of ancillary revenue 

such as extending zero-baggage fares — which would allow passengers with no 

baggage to benefit from lower fares, while those with baggage would pay an extra 

fee thus providing airlines a new source of income.

CAPA estimates that Indian carriers could generate $400 million more a year if 

they were able to offer zero baggage fares. Indian carriers have struggled to tap 

ancillary revenues because of curbs by the government, which is sensitive to any 

increase in fares. In 2015, DGCA allowed airlines to offer zero baggage fares but 

later rescinded the decision.

Airlines have over the years been able to unbundle many services and earn ancillary 

revenue, such as extra fee for seats with leg room and meals onboard.

CAPA also reiterated the need to mandate that airlines have a minimum cash 

reserve to be able to renew their operator’s permit.
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“CAPA has repeatedly recommended this since 2010. Most airlines today are 

technically bankrupt and are starved of cash to be able to operate. This is what 

drives them to discount fares, locking them in a cycle of instability. Unfortunately, this 

is not recognised at a policy level,” the consultancy added.
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Amendment on new map tabled in Nepal parliament
The government of Nepal   tabled the crucial Constitution Amendment Bill to 

formalise the country’s new map, which claims parts of India as its territory. The Bill 

was tabled by Nepal’s Minister of Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs Shiva Maya 

Tumbahangphe even as Nepal’s Madhesi parties refused to welcome the Bill as of 

now.

Meanwhile, there was high drama on the streets with reports that senior diplomats 

wanted to reach the Parliament to witness the historic session.

Strategic sliver

The Constitution Second Amendment Bill will change the Schedule 3 of the 

Nepalese Constitution and replace the existing map with the map that was unveiled 

on May 20. The new map depicts the sliver of strategically important land covering 

Limpiyadhura, Lipulekh and Kalapani as part of Nepal. The area is currently part of 

Pithoragarh district of Uttarakhand but Nepal has disputed the Indian position based 

on historical documents and bilateral understanding.

Ms. Tumbahangphe said the Coat of Arms of Nepal will be altered after the 

amendment is passed as it will depict the new map.

The tabling of the amendment Bill came a day after the chief Opposition, the Nepali 

Congress, extended support to Prime Minister K.P. Sharma Oli’s government, which 

ensured that the Bill will get the required two-thirds majority in the Parliament. The 

process is expected to take around a week.

Political support

Former Foreign Secretary of Nepal Madhu Raman Acharya said the amendment 

is bound to sail through, given the unanimity among major political parties. “It’s just 

a matter of time as all sides are united that Kalapani, Limpiyadhura and Lipulekh 

belong to Nepal and the map needs to show the correct territory of of our country,” 

said Mr. Acharya, speaking to The Hindu on the phone.

However, despite Mr. Acharya’s claim of support from “all sides”, the Parliament 

showed the deep division within Nepal’s polity as the parties from the plains, or the 
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Madhes region, appeared less than enthusiastic about the new map, which has 

emerged as an emotive issue among a majority of the people.

Samajbadi Party leader Upendra Yadav said his party, which has been at the forefront 

of struggle for Madhesis’ rights, has not taken a clear stand on the map. “We have 

not decided to support or oppose the amendment Bill till now.”

White House calls for ‘law and order’
The White House   called for “law and order” and blamed agitators for a sixth straight 

night of violent nationwide U.S. protests triggered by anger over racial inequities and 

excessive police force.

Police and fire departments fought into the night to quell chaos of fires burning near 

the White House and shops looted in New York City and Southern California.

The National Guard said it had deployed in 23 States and Washington, D.C.

The unrest, which erupted as the country was reopening after lengthy lockdowns 

to stop the spread of the novel coronavirus, began with peaceful protests over the 

death of a black man, George Floyd, in police custody in Minneapolis last Monday.

Under curfew

Dozens of cities across the United States remain under curfews at a level not seen 

since riots following the 1968 assassination of civil rights activist Martin Luther King 

Jr.

“We need law and order in this country,” White House spokeswoman Kayleigh 

McEnany told Fox News. She said Antifa, an anti-fascist group, was “certainly 

behind” the violence.

U.S. President Donald Trump, who   branded the group a terrorist organisation, was 

due   to meet his top law enforcement officer behind closed doors and then hold a 

call with Governors, law enforcement and national security officials.

Mr. Trump has made no major public statement to address the growing crisis but has 

issued a flurry of tweets, describing protesters as “thugs” and urging Mayors and 
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Governors to “get tough”. He has threatened to utilise the U.S. military.

Critics accuse Mr. Trump, who is seeking re-election in a November 3 election, of 

further stoking conflict and racial tension rather than seeking to bring the country 

together and address the underlying issues.

Further disruption

“He’s not helping... He is not leading, he is causing further disruption,” Atlanta Mayor 

Keisha Lance Bottoms told CNN  .

“Unless he is going to speak unity and respect and reconciliation and reform for our 

communities, then I don’t think that he should make a statement at all. It will only 

make matters worse.”

Atlanta was among a string of cities where protests turned violent.

Floyd’s death was the latest in a string of similar incidents involving unarmed black 

men in recent years that has raised an outcry over police force and racism, and 

reignited outrage across a politically and racially divided country that has been hard 

hit by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Trump invites Modi for G-7 summit
U.S. President Donald Trump   invited Prime Minister Narendra Modi to the next G-7 

summit to be hosted by the U.S.

Both the leaders also discussed the current tensions along the Line of Actual Control 

(LAC) near Ladakh and the COVID-19 pandemic.

“President Trump spoke about the U.S. Presidency of the Group of Seven, and 

conveyed his desire to expand the ambit of the grouping beyond the existing 

membership, to include other important countries including India. In this context he 

extended an invitation to Prime Minister Modi to attend the next G-7 Summit,” said 

a government press release.

Sources here indicated that India is studying the gesture and will examine if the 

invite is aimed at making India a permanent part of the global high table at the G-7 
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or its redesigned shape as G-11.

In the next three years, India is expected to play a key role in global diplomatic 

arena because of its three-year term at the executive board of the World Health 

Organization which is a crucial responsibility because of the COVID-19 pandemic.

‘China kept WHO in the dark with delayed release of key virus 
data’
Throughout January, the World Health Organization publicly praised China for 

what it called a speedy response to the new coronavirus and thanked the Chinese 

government for sharing the genetic map of the virus “immediately.”

But in fact, Chinese officials sat on releasing the genetic map, or genome, of the 

deadly virus for over a week after multiple government labs had fully decoded it, 

not sharing details key to designing tests, drugs and vaccines. Strict controls on 

information and competition within the Chinese public health system were largely to 

blame, has found from internal documents, emails and dozens of interviews.

Although WHO continued to publicly commend China, the recordings obtained by 

the AP show they were concerned China was not sharing enough information to 

assess the risk posed by the new virus, costing the world valuable time.

“We’re currently at the stage where yes, they’re giving it to us 15 minutes before it 

appears on CCTV,” said WHO’s top official in China, Dr. Gauden Galea, referring to 

the state-owned China Central Television, in one meeting.

The story behind the early response to the pandemic comes at a time when the U.N. 

health agency is under siege. U.S. President Trump cut ties with WHO  , after blasting 

the agency for allegedly colluding with China to hide the extent of the epidemic. 

Chinese President Xi Jinping said China has always provided information to WHO 

and the world “in a most timely fashion.”

The new information does not support the narrative of either the U.S. or China, but 

portrays an agency now stuck in the middle that was urgently trying to solicit more 
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data. Although international law obliges countries to report information to WHO that 

could have an impact on public health, the UN agency has no enforcement powers. 

Instead, it must rely on the cooperation of member states.

The AP has found rather than colluding with China, WHO was itself kept in the dark, 

as China gave it only the minimal information required. But the agency did attempt 

to portray China in the best light, most likely to coax the country into providing more 

details.

Zuckerberg backs FB’s Trump policy
Facebook chief Mark Zuckerberg has defended his decision not to interfere with 

posts by U.S. President Donald Trump, U.S. media reported, after the social media 

giant’s hands-off policy sparked outrage and prompted some employees to quit.

Social media platforms have faced calls to moderate the President’s comments, 

most recently because of the unrest gripping America in the wake of an unarmed 

black man’s death during arrest as a white policeman knelt on his neck.

The row began last week when Mr. Zuckerberg said Facebook would not remove or 

flag Mr. Trump’s posts that appeared to encourage violence against those protesting 

police racism, even as the social media titan Twitter put warning labels on some of 

the President’s tweets over accuracy issues or the glorification of violence.

Mr. Zuckerberg told employees in a video conference   he talked to Trump on the 

phone after the decision, and that he “used that opportunity to make him know I 

felt this post was inflammatory and harmful, and let him know where we stood on 

it”, The New York Times reported, citing a recording of the call.

The CEO was referring to a post by the President that said “when the looting starts, 

the shooting starts” — the same comment on Twitter was still visible but behind a 

warning label.

Facebook’s move prompted intense scrutiny and dissent from employees, and it 

was a “tough decision” over content that had upset him personally, Mr. Zuckerberg 
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told around 25,000 staff who had tuned in, according to the tech website Recode.

“I knew that the stakes were very high on this, and knew a lot of people would be 

upset if we made the decision to leave it up,” Mr. Zuckerberg said on the call, not 

backing down from the policy, Recode reported.

But Mr. Zuckerberg said that Facebook was exploring whether it should amend the 

policy on such content or find other options to mark it instead of outright removal, 

according to one person on the call cited by Bloomberg.

Hong Kong belongs to China: Nepal
Nepal   came out strongly in favour of the ‘one China policy’, and said it considers 

Hong Kong to be an “integral” part of China.

“Nepal reiterates its ‘one China policy’ and considers Hong Kong as an integral part 

of the People’s Republic of China. Maintenance of peace, law and order is a primary 

responsibility of a nation. Nepal believes in non-interference in the internal affairs of 

any country and supports China’s efforts to maintain law and order in Hong Kong,” 

said the official spokesperson of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Kathmandu.

The official made the comment when asked about Kathmandu’s position on the 

controversial Chinese national security law, which critics say will end Hong Kong’s 

autonomy.

Beijing had urged countries, including India, to support the new law. Pakistan 

has extended wholehearted support to Beijing’s ‘one China’ policy in the similar 

context.

The government of Nepal entered into an agreement to target “criminals” and anti-

China activists during President Xi Jinping’s Kathmandu visit in October 2019. The 

move was seen as a step towards signing of extradition treaty with Beijing that 

would allow Beijing to arrest Tibetan activists and critics of China visiting Nepal. 

Wednesday’s support is also timely as it strengthens China’s position in an ongoing 

diplomatic row with the U.K. over Hong Kong’s future.
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Border gates opened

Meanwhile, Nepal opened 20 border check points with India as it began the process 

of repatriation of citizens who are in economic distress in view of the COVID-19 

pandemic. The decision to repatriate citizens from all parts of the world will follow the 

Indian model, said a Nepalese official who informed that the process will cover only 

those who are facing economic hardships and wish to return home in the backdrop 

of the global pandemic. “Twenty border checkpoints are at present open for citizens 

facing economic distress in India because of job loss after the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The formal order urges citizens not to travel unnecessarily but is relevant for all 

Nepalese who want to go home because of hardships,” said a diplomatic source.

The border checkpoints were open for passing of cargo vehicles in the last two 

months but were shut for human movements. Normal traffic began   and Wednesday 

with film star Manisha Koirala being one of the first few to reach Nepal through land 

border with India.

The official said Kathmandu expects at least 200,000 Nepalese nationals employed 

in India will return home in the coming few days.

Philippines’ U-turn on U.S. pact
Security issues in the disputed South China Sea helped convince the Philippines to 

delay quitting a key U.S. military pact, the nation’s envoy to Washington said  .

The government of Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte announced   it had suspended 

plans to cancel the Visiting Forces Agreement (VFA), a deal that is important to 

Washington’s moves to counter Beijing’s rising regional power.

Mr. Duterte has cosied up to China in search of trade and investment, sparking U.S. 

concern that its long-time ally and former colony would change sides in a strategic 

boost to Beijing.

“Because of security issues... in that part of the world (South China Sea), both 

our governments have seen it would be prudent for us to simply suspend any 
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implementation of the termination,” Philippine Ambassador to the U.S. Jose Manuel 

Romualdez told ANC news channel.

Since taking power in 2016, Mr. Duterte has moved closer to Beijing, but has faced 

push back from the Philippine public and concern in the military wary of its territorial 

ambitions in the disputed South China Sea.

Ahead of vote for UNSC seat, India launches campaign 
brochure
India will highlight international terrorism, United Nations reforms and Security 

Council expansion, streamlining the world body’s peacekeeping operations and 

technology initiatives during its upcoming tenure as a non-permanent member of the 

United Nations Security Council (UNSC) in 2021-22, said External Affairs Minister 

S. Jaishankar here.

“The normal process of international governance has been under increasing strain 

as frictions have increased. Traditional and non-traditional security challenges 

continue to grow unchecked. Terrorism is the most egregious of such examples,” 

said Mr. Jaishankar, releasing a campaign brochure ahead of the vote. “Unreformed 

and under-representative” global institutions and the COVID-19 pandemic and its 

economic impact would increase challenges for the UNSC, he added.

“India’s overall objective during this tenure in the UN Security Council will be the 

achievement of N.O.R.M.S: a New Orientation for a Reformed Multilateral System,” 

he stated.

This will be the eighth time India will occupy a non-permanent UNSC seat, with its 

last stint in 2011-2012.

Guaranteed place

India is guaranteed a place in the UNSC as it is the sole candidate for Asia-Pacific, 

but needs two-thirds of the 193-member General Assembly to vote in its favour in 

a secret ballot scheduled for June 17 in New York. Mexico is also expected to be 
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elected unopposed for the Latin American group but there will be a battle for 2 seats 

of the West European and Others Group (WEOG) between Canada, Ireland and 

Norway, and for the African seat between Kenya and Djibouti.

While India is expected to sail through with the 129 votes required for the seat, the 

government is setting its sights on much higher numbers than that ahead of the 

election. In 2010, when India stood for the UNSC seat of 2011-2012, it won 187 of 

the 190 votes polled.

The government launched its plan for the UNSC seat as far back as 2013, officials said, 

with a keen eye on 2021, the year that will mark its 75th year of Independence.

“We were asked to identify an uncontested spot, which was a problem as the first 

such slot would only come available in 2026,” Asoke Mukherji who was the U.N. 

Permanent Representative in 2013 told The Hindu . “To our good fortune, the Islamic 

Republic of Afghanistan agreed, in a gesture to our friendship, to step aside for the 

2021-22 seat. They cleared the decision in their Cabinet and then we wrote jointly 

to the General Assembly,” he added

The next big challenge was to pursue the Asia-Pacific grouping nomination without 

any last minute contenders being propped up against India.

Diplomatic talks

“While diplomacy between capitals certainly helps, the vote had to be tied down by 

negotiations on the ground,” said a diplomat, explaining how India was able to win a 

unanimous endorsement from the 55-nation grouping that included both China and 

Pakistan, in June 2019.

However, given rising tensions in relations with both those countries since then, as 

well as criticism from countries such as Turkey and Malaysia and other groupings 

like the OIC (Organisation of Islamic Cooperation) over the government’s decision 

on Article 370 last August as well as the Citizenship Amendment Act, officials admit 

that the challenge to win the maximum votes at the General Assembly this time is 

going to be more uphill than in the past.
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A hashtag that turned into a rights movement
The death of 46-year-old African American George Floyd choking under the knee 

of a white police officer in Minneapolis on May 25 triggered waves of protests that 

continue to wash over the U.S. Floyd was pinned down for eight minutes and 46 

seconds. “I can’t breathe,” he said several times and called out for his mother before 

falling silent. The fresh round of protests also brought back to the street as well as 

social networks the Black Lives Matter (BLM), a movement for racial justice that 

many thought had begun to ebb after its dramatic rise since 2013.

The beginning

The election of Barack Obama as President had raised hopes among the African 

Americans in 2008, but racism continued to fester. The 36 million blacks in the U.S. 

are mostly descendants of around 400,000 African slaves brought to land by British 

colonisers. Started to control slave riots, racism is foundational to policing in the 

U.S.

In July 2013, three Black organisers, Alicia Garza, Patrice Cullors and Opal Tomett, 

were discussing on Facebook the acquittal of a man who killed Trayvon Martin, a 

17-year old black teenager in Florida. “Our Lives Matter, Black Lives Matter,” Ms. 

Garza wrote on Facebook. Ms. Cullors replied: “#BlackLivesMatter”. Ms. Tometi 

joined in and the hashtag spread its digital wing. BLM radically differs from the 

earlier avatars of black mobilisation that cloaked as civil rights or faith-inspired. All 

three founders are women, Ms. Garza and Ms. Cullors identify as queer. They say 

their motto is also to touch black people who are marginalised by African American 

politics itself. The BLM website says its “mission is to eradicate white supremacy 

and build local power to intervene in violence inflicted on black communities by the 

state and vigilantes”.

True to the digital era, it is a loose non-hierarchical network that swings into 

physical mobilisation in response to situations. Ms. Tometi told the New Yorker in 

an interview this week: “We want a divestment from the police and an investment 

in black communities. We are demanding immediate relief for our communities. We 
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want community control.” BLM identifies itself as a human rights movement more 

than a civil rights one.

The movement germinated in July 2013, and the shooting death of Michael Brown, 

an 18-year-old African American boy in Ferguson, Missouri, in August of 2014 led 

to the first street protest under its banner. It then spread to other cities. “No justice, 

No peace,” the protesters said. Earlier the same year, Eric Garner, who was selling 

single cigarettes in New York was put in a chokehold by a police officer until he died. 

From its initial appearance in 2013 to until May 2018, #BlackLivesMatter was used 

almost 30 million times and was one of the most used hashtags on Twitter. White 

supremacists and several Republican politicians have opposed the movement, and 

counter hashtags and bumper stickers — “All Lives Matter” and “Blue Lives Matter” 

— were launched.

In a country as methodical as the U.S., there is no data on policing at the federal 

level. The Washington Post began to catalogue deaths by police shooting since 2015 

and it turned out to be twice as much as the FBI’s count. In 2019, the police killed 

1,004 people — 376 of them white, 236, black. African Americans are 13% of the 

population, but they are a quarter of those who die in police shootings. Only in 127 

cases, the officers were known to have body cameras. Chauvin had 18 complaints 

against him but never faced action — police rarely face the consequence.

Tool of the system

But then, police officers are merely tools of a law enforcement system that is accused 

of being biased against the poor and the African Americans. Though the standard 

reporting on police violence against the blacks currently centres on President 

Donald Trump’s apparent pivot to white prejudices and claims of being a tough 

leader, things were no better in the past. A 1994 Federal Crime Bill championed by 

Bill Clinton accelerated mass incarceration, writes Udi Ofer of the American Civil 

Liberties Union.

The 1996 Democratic Party Platform “bragged about instituting the death penalty for 

nearly 60 more crimes, and even encouraged the prosecution of young people as 
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adults. This platform remained largely in place until 12 years later.”

Sociologist Alex S. Vitale, in his 2017 book, The End of Policing, argues that 

policing in the country expanded over a 40-year period. More funds, technology, 

fear in society and criminalisation of poverty brought police deeper into society and 

aggravated the problems that they are incapable of solving. In most cases involving 

police shootings, the jury is required to address only a narrow question — did the 

officer fear for his life at that exact moment that he fired.

While Democrats largely responded positively to the BLM movement, Republican 

response was harsh. One Senator called the movement an incitement of violence 

against the police. Former FBI chief James Comey speculated that BLM had a 

restraining effect on policing and crimes were going up. During the 2016 election, 

BLM activists forced Democratic aspirants to make commitments on addressing 

these issues, but the party establishment always played a balancing act. Senator 

Amy Klobuchar, a presidential aspirant who stepped aside in support of Joe Biden, 

could not or did not bring charges in any of the 30 cases of people killed by police 

under her jurisdiction as a County Attorney in Minneapolis.

The 2016 election of Mr. Trump started a decline of BLM’s popularity. There were 

a lot of things that contributed to this, including a reduction on police killing. In 

2005, the police killed 305 African-Americans, 27% of them unarmed. Last year, it 

dropped to 260, 11% of them unarmed. Many decided to turn their attention to other 

progressive causes, targeting Mr. Trump. Floyd’s death has spurred the movement 

back into action.

‘FB needs stricter policies on misinformation’
Dozens of scientists doing research funded by Mark Zuckerberg said Facebook 

should not be letting President Donald Trump use the social media platform to 

“spread both misinformation and incendiary statements.”

The researchers, including 60 professors at leading U.S. research institutions, 
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wrote to the Facebook CEO   asking Mr. Zuckerberg to “consider stricter policies on 

misinformation and incendiary language that harms people,” especially during the 

current turmoil over racial injustice.

Taking the side of truth

The letter calls the spread of “deliberate misinformation and divisive language” 

contrary to the researchers’ goals of using technology to prevent and eradicate 

disease, improve childhood education and reform the criminal justice system.

Their mission “is antithetical to some of the stances that Facebook has been taking, 

so we’re encouraging them to be more on the side of truth and on the right side of 

history as we’ve said in the letter,” said Debora Marks of Harvard Medical School, 

one of three professors who organised it.

The others are Martin Kampmann of the University of California-San Francisco and 

Jason Shepherd of the University of Utah. All have grants from a Chan Zuckerberg 

Initiative programme working to prevent, cure and treat neurodegenerative disorders 

including Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s disease.

They said the letter had more than 160 signatories. Mr. Shepherd said about 10% 

are employees of foundations run by Mr. Zuckerberg and his wife, Priscilla Chan.

The letter objects specifically to Mr. Zuckerberg’s decision not to at least flag as 

a violation of Facebook’s community standards Mr. Trump’s post in response to 

unrest in Minneapolis. The letter’s authors called the post “a clear statement of 

inciting violence.” Twitter had both flagged and demoted a Trump tweet using the 

same language.

In a statement, the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative noted that the philanthropic organisation 

is separate from Facebook and said “we are grateful for our staff, partners and 

grantees” and “respect their right to voice their opinions, including on Facebook 

policies.” Some Facebook employees have publicly objected to Mr. Zuckerberg’s 

refusal to take down or label misleading or incendiary posts by Mr. Trump and other 

politicians. But Mr. Zuckerberg has so far refused.

 Mr. Zuckerberg said in a post that he would review “potential options for handling 
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violating or partially-violating content aside from the binary leave-it-up or take-it-

down decisions”. “Our current policy is that if content is actually inciting violence, 

then the right mitigation is to take that content down — not let people continue 

seeing it behind a flag. There is no exception to this policy for politicians or 

newsworthiness.”

North Korea cuts off all communication with South
North Korea said it was cutting off all communication channels with South Korea  , 

a move experts say could signal Pyongyang has grown frustrated that Seoul has 

failed to revive lucrative inter-Korean economic projects and persuade the U.S. to 

ease sanctions.

The North’s Korean Central News Agency said all communication lines would be 

cut off at noon in the “the first step of the determination to completely shut down all 

contact means with South Korea and get rid of unnecessary things.”

When South Korean officials tried to contact their North Korean counterparts after 

the North’s announcement, the North Koreans didn’t answer, according to the South 

Korean government.

In its announcement, North Korea said Tuesday’s move was a response to South 

Korea’s failure to stop activists from floating anti-Pyongyang leaflets across their 

border.

“The South Korean authorities connived at the hostile acts against (North Korea) by 

the riff-raff, while trying to dodge heavy responsibility with nasty excuses,” KCNA 

said.

South Korea’s liberal government said that cross-border hotlines must be maintained 

as they are the basic means of communication between the two Koreas.

For years, South Korean activists, including North Korean defectors living in the 

South, have floated huge balloons into North Korea carrying leaflets criticising 

leader Kim Jong-un over his nuclear ambitions and human rights record.
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‘Won’t ignore anger over racial injustice’
The toppling of a statue of a slave trader has reignited demands for the removal of 

other monuments to Britain’s colonial past, with further protests planned  , as Prime 

Minister Boris Johnson acknowledged anger at racial injustice.

Calls have mounted across the country for a reassessment of the way historical 

figures are portrayed in public spaces, as part of a wider debate about inequality 

and prejudice.

Britain has seen days of protests sparked by the death in police custody of George 

Floyd, an unarmed black man, in the United States.

Mr. Johnson said he understood the “depth of emotion” triggered by Floyd’s death 

and the anger from black and ethnic minority groups about discrimination in 

education, employment and law.

“We who lead and who govern simply can’t ignore those feelings because in too 

many cases, I am afraid, they will be founded on a cold reality,” he said in a video 

message Monday.

But he warned he would not tolerate violence, after clashes in central London 

near his Downing Street office left 35 police officers injured and public monuments 

vandalised.

Instead, he urged those who wanted change to “stand for election, or vote for 

someone who will”.

Uncomfortable truth

Protesters defaced a central London monument to Second World War leader 

Winston Churchill, citing policies blamed for the death of millions during famine in 

the Indian state of Bengal in 1943.

In the southwestern city of Bristol, crowds toppled a statue of 17th century trader 

Edward Colston, who helped build the city but played a leading role in slavery.

Years of local debate over what to do with the statue came to an end when it 

was thrown in the harbour — an act that has stirred debate about other historical 
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monuments.

In Glasgow, activists pasted the names of civil rights leaders and victims of racist 

attacks on streets named after tobacco and sugar traders in the 18th and 19th 

centuries.

In Edinburgh, graffiti was daubed on a 150-feet monument to 19th century politician 

Henry Dundas, who opposed the immediate abolition of slavery.

London Mayor Sadiq Khan   announced a review of London’s landmarks and street 

names.

“It is an uncomfortable truth that our nation and city owes a large part of its wealth 

to its role in the slave trade,” he said.

Merkel, Macron urge EU to prepare for next pandemic
France, Germany and four other EU countries   urged the European Union to take 

a greater role in preparing for any future pandemic, conceding that coronavirus 

responses had fallen short.

There should be a “common European approach” to such challenges in future, 

wrote France’s Emmanuel Macron and Germany’s Angela Merkel along with the 

leaders of Spain, Poland, Belgium and Denmark.

They addressed their letter and policy paper to European Commission chief Ursula 

von der Leyen, in the strongest attempt yet by the bloc’s most powerful leaders to 

spur the EU executive to fix the disunity displayed during the crisis, especially in its 

earliest days.

As the global outbreak first took hold, member states privileged national responses 

by shutting borders, hoarding medical supplies and waving through major spending 

plans regardless of EU rules.

The letter put a special emphasis on the shortages of desperately needed medical 

supplies that were felt unevenly across the EU as the virus made its way across the 

continent.
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“Understanding the shortcomings is essential,” the leaders wrote.

“These include a sufficient supply of personal protective equipment (PPE), medical 

devices, critical medicines, and vaccines.”

The leaders also pressed Brussels to streamline data across the bloc so that rates 

of infection and other key figures matched from one country to the other.

They also urged the commission to provide a “strengthened mandate” for the 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control, an EU agency.

Common procurement and better cooperation on maintaining critical stocks was 

another field the leaders urged the commission to study.

The leaders also called on Europe to work towards “diversifying supply lines”, in a 

veiled call to stop EU countries from relying too heavily on China or India.

“This includes identifying new trading partners with the aim to decrease the 

dependency of EU countries on single suppliers,” the paper said.

The 27 leaders of the European Union will be holding virtual talks on June 19 to 

discuss the fallout of the crisis.

No cold war with China: EU
The EU’s chief diplomat said   he had assured China’s Foreign Minister the bloc does 

not want a “cold war”, as it accused Beijing of waging a coronavirus disinformation 

campaign.

Brussels said China and Russia have sought to undermine European democracy 

and burnish their own reputations during the pandemic with “targeted influence 

operations and disinformation campaigns”.

The unusually blunt accusation came in an official EU strategy paper for tackling 

what officials say is a “flood” of false healthcare claims, conspiracy theories, fraud 

and hate speech surrounding the pandemic.

The report was published, a day after EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell held 

video talks with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi.
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Mr. Borrell   insisted the EU was “not starting anything” with China, and said he had 

reassured Mr. Wang during their talks. “I told him: ‘Don’t worry, Europe is not going 

to embark on any kind of Cold War with China’,” Mr. Borrell said.

The report accuses Moscow and Beijing of “seeking to undermine democratic 

debate and exacerbate social polarisation, and improve their own image in the 

COVID-19 context”.

Tensions rose ahead of a video summit later this month between EU and Chinese 

leaders. EU-Chinese relations have hit a rocky patch as Brussels struggles to calibrate 

its response to Beijing’s growing assertiveness under President Xi Jinping.

‘Trump asked Xi to help win re-election’
U.S. President Donald Trump pleaded with China’s leader Xi Jinping for help to 

win re-election in 2020, former National Security Adviser John Bolton writes in an 

explosive new behind-the-scenes book, according to excerpts published.

Mr. Bolton alleges in a blistering critique that Mr. Trump’s focus on winning a second 

term was the driving principle of his foreign policy, and that top aides routinely 

disparaged the Republican leader for his ignorance of basic geopolitical facts.

In excerpts published by The Washington Post , The New York Times and The Wall 

Street Journal , Mr. Bolton also claims Mr. Trump repeatedly showed a readiness 

to overlook Chinese human rights abuses — most strikingly telling Mr. Xi the mass 

internment of Uighur Muslims was “exactly the right thing to do”.

“I am hard-pressed to identify any significant Trump decision during my White House 

tenure that wasn’t driven by re-election calculations,” Mr. Bolton writes of the real 

estate magnate-turned-President, who was impeached in December for seeking 

dirt from Ukraine on his 2020 Democratic election rival Joe Biden.

In a key meeting with Mr. Xi last June, Mr. Trump “stunningly turned the conversation 

to the U.S. presidential election, alluding to China’s economic capability to affect the 

ongoing campaigns, pleading with Mr. Xi to ensure he’d win,” Mr. Bolton claims in 
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his upcoming tell-all.

Bid to block book

Mr. Bolton writes that Mr. Trump stressed the importance of U.S. farmers and how 

“increased Chinese purchases of soybeans and wheat” could impact the U.S. 

electoral outcome.

In a sign of Mr. Trump’s anger over the memoir, the Justice Department filed an 

emergency order late Wednesday seeking a halt to publication, the second time in 

as many days it has tried to block the book.

Arguing that Mr. Bolton failed to allow completion of vetting of the book as required, 

the department urged the court to take action to “prevent the harm to national 

security that will result if his manuscript is published to the world”.

Mr. Bolton “broke the law” by divulging “highly classified information,” Mr. Trump 

said in a late Wednesday interview with Fox News’ Sean Hannity.

He also derided his former adviser, a veteran Washington insider, as “washed up,” 

and mocked Mr. Bolton’s past support for the U.S. war in Iraq.

“Wacko John Bolton’s ‘exceedingly tedious’ (New York Times) book is made up of 

lies & fake stories,” Mr. Trump later tweeted.

“A disgruntled boring fool who only wanted to go to war. Never had a clue, was 

ostracized & happily dumped. What a dope!”

‘Personal favours’

In the released excerpts Mr. Bolton said that by intervening in cases involving major 

firms in China and Turkey, Mr. Trump appeared to “give personal favours to dictators 

he liked.”

He describes “obstruction of justice as a way of life” in the White House, and says 

he reported his concerns to Attorney General William Barr.

The bombshell book, The Room Where It Happened , is due for release next 

Tuesday, in the thick of a presidential campaign against Democrat Joe Biden.

“If these accounts are true, it’s not only morally repugnant, it’s a violation of Donald 

Trump’s sacred duty to the American people to protect America’s interests and 
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defend our values.”

The conservative Mr. Bolton, himself a controversial figure in U.S. politics, spent 17 

turbulent months in the White House before resigning last September.

He declined to testify during the December impeachment process in the House of 

Representatives, and then said in January he would testify in the Senate trial if he 

were issued a subpoena.

Senate Republicans blocked such an effort by Democrats.

Mr. Bolton did not explicitly say whether Mr. Trump’s newly revealed actions amounted 

to impeachable conduct, but argued that the House should have investigated 

them.

He also said Democrats committed “impeachment malpractice” by limiting their 

inquiry to “the Ukraine aspects of Trump’s confusion of his personal interests.”

‘CEZ soon for development of U.K’
Minister for Large and Medium Industries Jagadish Shettar has said that the State 

government will soon take steps to form a coastal economic zone (CEZ), to facilitate 

industrial development, in Uttara Kannada district.

Speaking to presspersons in Karwar  , after interaction with industrialists of Uttara 

Kannada and officials of the Department of Commerce and Industry, Mr. Shettar 

said that along with the zone, there will be a regional planning authority to ensure 

industrial development in the region.

“The State government has taken a keen interest in this regard and shortly after 

following the due procedure, the coastal economic zone will be declared. The zone 

will cover Murdeshwar and Karwar and there will be no land acquisition for the 

purpose. Tourism development will also be ensured,” he said.

The Minister said that the infrastructure scenario in Uttara Kannada will undergo a 

drastic change in the coming days, with an upgrade of the port and the construction 

of an airport.
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Union Minister Nitin Gadkari had shown an interest in the development of Belikeri 

port, in Ankola taluk of the district, which had already been announced in the Union 

budget.

“With regard to the Belikeri port and the airport, a spot inspection has already been 

done. Shortly, the issue will be taken up and discussed at the government level,” 

he said.

The Minister said that there was a need to focus on the industrial development in 

Uttara Kannada.

He said that the objective was to give preference to backward taluks in the district 

for setting up the industries. “It will not only help Uttara Kannada district, but also 

the other districts of North Karnataka.”

Trump warns of decoupling from China
President Donald Trump warned   the U.S. had the option to separate from China’s 

deeply intertwined economy, despite the powers’ pledges to move forward on a 

trade deal.

Tensions have been mounting between Beijing and Washington on a number of 

fronts including trade, although the two sides signed a “phase one” deal earlier this 

year to bring a truce to a bruising trade war.

The U.S. “certainly does maintain a policy option, under various conditions, of a 

complete decoupling from China. Thank you!” Mr. Trump tweeted.

Trade talks

The U.S. President wrote that he was responding to comments by his Trade 

Representative Robert Lighthizer, who has been at the forefront of trade negotiations 

with Beijing.

Mr. Lighthizer told a congressional committee this week that China so far has been 

living up to the terms of a “phase one” agreement that eased the dispute, but that 

decoupling the two economic giants was now impossible.
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“That was a policy option years ago, but I don’t think it’s a policy or reasonable 

policy option at this point,” Mr. Lighthizer said.

Mr. Lighthizer described himself as a hardliner on China policy, and outlined the 

Trump administration’s plans to “reset” the World Trade Organization, largely so that 

it can better rein in Beijing’s policies, which he says run afoul of free trade rules.

But his admission that the world’s two largest economies are inextricably linked 

— despite Mr. Trump’s aggressive campaign to push American firms to relocate 

production to the U.S. — caused some angst in Republican circles.

 Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian told a regular press briefing 

that “trying to artificially cut global industrial and supply chains, and using political 

power to change the laws of the economy, is neither realistic nor wise”. “This cannot 

solve the U.S.’s problems and will only cause ordinary Americans more harm,” he 

added.

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said a senior Chinese official also confirmed to him 

Beijing’s commitment to phase one, which includes China stepping up purchases 

of U.S. products.

Mr. Pompeo met Wednesday in Hawaii with Yang Jiechi, a veteran maker of Chinese 

foreign policy, in Hawaii to discuss soaring tensions.

Pompeo’s warning

Mr. Pompeo   warned Europeans that they are abandoning democracy if they 

embrace China, in a scathing denunciation of Beijing two days after he held talks on 

trans-Pacific friction.

In his speech, Mr. Pompeo indicated that his meeting with Mr. Yang did little to 

change his hawkish views on China, which he called a “rogue actor” on the world 

stage. He renewed calls on Europeans to shun Chinese telecom giant Huawei, 

which he called the arm of the communist “surveillance state,” and said Beijing 

was “flagrantly attacking sovereignty” through its port investments in Greece and 

Spain.
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U.S. marks end of slavery on Juneteenth
The United States marked the end of slavery by celebrating Juneteenth  , with the 

annual unofficial holiday taking on renewed significance as millions of Americans 

confront the nation’s living legacy of racial injustice.

Demonstrations, prayers and cultural celebrations of food and music will enliven 

communities from New York to Los Angeles to honour the day in 1865 when a Union 

general proclaimed in Galveston, Texas that all slaves were free.

Virtual commemorations

Several commemorations have gone virtual to account for the COVID-19 pandemic, 

but many are going ahead as planned or with modifications such as social distancing 

and mask-wearing guidelines.

Early  , several streets in downtown Washington were closed to traffic and there 

was a strong police presence in the new “Black Lives Matter” plaza near the White 

House, where protesters were to converge in the afternoon.

Some 155 years after the demise of the pro-slavery Confederacy, several tragedies 

have led the country into a reckoning on race. They have also energised a quest 

for equality among African Americans who decry how systemic racism and injustice 

have been allowed to fester in the world’s flagship democracy.

Forty-six-year-old African-American George Floyd was killed on May 25 when a 

white Minneapolis police officer pressed his knee onto Floyd’s neck for nearly nine 

minutes and ignored multiple pleas of “I can’t breathe.”

Taking to the streets

Video of the horrific incident triggered coast-to-coast protests against racial injustice 

and police brutality. Millions took to the streets under the “Black Lives Matter” 

banner.

As Americans grapple with their country’s legacy, Juneteenth has the potential to 

amplify calls for action and reform.

Pressure has mounted for Juneteenth to be declared a national holiday. New York 

and Virginia have moved to make it an official State holiday. The auto-racing series 
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NASCAR banned Confederate flags at its events.

And in the U.S. Capitol, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi ordered the removal   of four 

portraits of 19th century lawmakers who served in the Confederacy.

U.S. following India-China face-off ‘closely’, says regional 
envoy Stilwell
A top U.S. diplomat   said China’s actions along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) with 

India could be a negotiating tactic or a manoeuvre to demonstrate its superiority.

David Stilwell, the U.S.’s top diplomat for East Asian and Pacific Affairs, also said 

the U.S. was following the India-China conflict “very closely”. Later in the day, U.S. 

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo tweeted a message of condolence about the Indian 

soldiers who were killed in this week’s conflict.

“We extend our deepest condolences to the people of India for the lives lost as 

a result of the recent confrontation with China. We will remember the soldiers’ 

families, loved ones, and communities as they grieve,” Mr. Pompeo said. Twenty 

Indian soldiers were killed in clashes in the Galwan Valley.

Past disputes

“What we’re doing... we’re obviously watching the India-China border dispute very 

closely... this activity is similar to activity we’ve seen in the past on border disputes 

with the PRC [People’s Republic of China] and again, I would point you to those,” 

Mr. Stilwell said. He was speaking during a briefing with reporters on Mr. Pompeo’s 

meeting with Chinese Communist Party Politburo member Yang Jiechi.

“The PLA invaded this contested area deeper and longer, with more people, than 

ever before historically. Again, whether that was a negotiating tactic or ... just a 

punch in the nose to demonstrate their superiority, I don’t know. But then we saw 

the Doklam issue down near Bhutan, where we saw similar concerns. I wish I knew. 

Again, we don’t have a lot of visibility and we don’t have a lot of open dialogue with 

our Chinese counterparts, and honestly I’d like to see more of that if we can,” Mr. 
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Stilwell said.

His comments were in response to a question on whether there was a coherent 

policy behind Chinese fighters approaching Taiwan recently, China’s legislative 

actions in Hong Kong and the India-China border clash.

“The actions that we’ve seen out of the PRC of late... have been not really constructive 

as we look at India, the South China Sea, Hong Kong issues, and just go around the 

perimeter,” Mr. Stilwell added.

IAEA passes critical resolution against Iran
The board of governors at the UN’s nuclear watchdog passed a resolution critical 

of Iran, the first of its kind since 2012, as tension mounts over Tehran’s nuclear 

programme.

The resolution was put forward by European states and urges Tehran to provide 

inspectors from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) with access to two 

sites in Iran to clarify whether undeclared nuclear activity took place there in the 

early 2000s.

It “calls on Iran to fully cooperate with the Agency and satisfy the Agency’s requests 

without any further delay, including by providing prompt access to the locations 

specified by the Agency”. Iran has been blocking access to the sites for months.

The resolution was carried by 25 votes in favour versus two against, with seven 

abstentions. Russia and China, both of which had spoken out against the prospect 

of a resolution earlier this week, voted against.

Iran’s Ambassador to the UN in Vienna Kazem Gharib Abadi’ told Friday’s meeting 

that the resolution will not “encourage Iran to grant access to the Agency based on 

fabricated and unfounded allegations”.

Even though the sites in question are not thought to be directly relevant to Iran’s 

current nuclear programme, the agency says it needs to know if activities going 

back almost two decades have been properly declared.
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South’s unification minister resigns as Korean tensions rise
South Korean President Moon Jae-in   accepted the resignation of Kim Yeon-chul, 

the Minister responsible for relations with North Korea, as tensions rise over the 

activities of defectors in the South and stalled diplomacy.

Russia begins discreet moves to defuse India-China tension
Russia has launched an energetic behind-the-scenes effort to defuse military tensions 

between India and China, ahead of hosting a trilateral RIC video conference, which 

includes External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, and Chinese State Councilor and 

Foreign Minister Wang Yi,  .

Russia’s diplomatic activism began on June 17, when Russia’s Deputy Foreign 

Minister Igor Morgulov discussed regional security, “including developments on the 

Line of Actual Control on the border between India and China in the Himalayas,” 

with Indian ambassador to Russia, D. Bala Venkatesh Varma.

The meeting took place in the backdrop of the clash in the Galwan Valley, in which 

20 Indian and an undeclared number of Chinese troops were killed.

The Russian foreign ministry did not give any further details about the conversation, 

but Russian diplomatic sources told The Hindu that Moscow has “high stakes” 

at a global level, in the early resolution of tensions between the two Himalayan 

neighbours.

“Good relations between India and China are central to the rise of Eurasia and 

the emergence of a multipolar world order, which is not dominated by a single 

pole,” the diplomat said. He pointed to the “centrality” of the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organisation (SCO), which includes India, Pakistan, Russia and China as well as 

most of the Central Asian Republics as the anchor of a “post-west” global system.

“The persistence of tensions between India and China will not only have a huge 

negative impact on the SCO but also on the rise of the emerging economies under 

the Brazil Russia India China South Africa (BRICS) grouping,” the source said.
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But the diplomat pointed out that Russia would only like to play a constructive 

behind-the-scenes role, as both India and China were fully capable of resolving their 

differences.  , Dmitry Peskov, press secretary of Russian President Vladimir Putin 

said reports from the China-India border were “very alarming”. “But we consider that 

the two countries are capable of taking necessary steps to prevent such situations 

in the future..,” Mr. Peskov said.

China to set up ‘security agency’ in Hong Kong
China will set up a “national security agency” in Hong Kong to oversee a forthcoming 

new law aimed at cracking down on dissent in the city, state media said  . The new 

law also would override any existing Hong Kong laws that may conflict with it once 

it is implemented, Xinhua news agency said in a report.

The report followed the conclusion of a meeting in Beijing of China’s top law-making 

committee that reviewed draft provisions aimed at snuffing out the pro-democracy 

movement that has rocked the city.

The future security agency would be established by China’s Central government 

and would “supervise, guide, coordinate, and support” the maintenance of national 

security in the territory, Xinhua said.

Xinhua said the eventual law would criminalise “secession, subversion of state 

power, terrorism, and colluding with foreign and external forces to endanger national 

security.”

From the Jhapa revolt to the seat of power
Khadga Prasad Oli knows the meaning of ups and downs that very few politicians 

in this part of the world have experienced. The Prime Minister of Nepal and the 

Chairman of the Nepal Communist Party is today at the helm of one of the most 

stable governments in the country since it moved away from absolute monarchy 

in 1990, after having become the Prime Minister for the second time in February 
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2018. It is almost an anomaly for a government to last more than two years without 

turbulence or a shuffling of the decks of power in Nepal, which has seen 25 different 

governments led by 13 individuals as Prime Minister. Only Girija Prasad Koirala of 

the Nepali Congress had a longer uninterrupted tenure for three and a half years 

from May 1991 to November 1994.

Mr. Koirala was among the key leaders in the first Jan Andolan that marked the end 

of absolute monarchy . Mr. Oli, on the other hand, did not quite represent the forces 

of change during the second Jan Andolan that helped accelerate the demise of 

the institution of monarchy itself. But he did manoeuvre himself into becoming the 

dominant voice of the status quo as the post-monarchy polity fought bitterly over 

versions of a federal, democratic republic.

It is this role of being the most committed voice against greater devolution of power 

based on identity and that of a figure representing “Nepalese nationalism” that has 

catapulted Mr. Oli into his current role as the Prime Minister, who orchestrated the 

change of Nepal’s official map by adding 335 sq. km to its territory. This decision has 

exacerbated a recent strain in relations with India with whom Nepal shares intricate 

and dependent ties, but which have slowly eroded over time.

Born in 1952 in the hilly Tehrathum region of eastern Nepal into a Brahmin farming 

family, Mr. Oli migrated to Jhapa in the Terai plains in south-eastern Nepal as a 10 

year old while his father pursued better prospects. Thrust into the communist party 

as a young teenage activist, Mr. Oli as a 19 year old was soon participating in a 

violent movement against the Panchayat regime that was inspired by the Naxalbari 

agitations in India. Naxalbari wasn’t very far from Jhapa. The Jhapa movement 

organising armed rebellions was short-lived and put down by the government 

quickly. Mr. Oli, a foot-soldier in this movement, was sentenced to prison in 1973 

and remained in jail for 14 years, which included, according to him, long periods of 

solitary confinement.

Unlike the Naxalite parties that underwent splits and declined over time, the factions 

that organised the Jhapa movement merged into a larger party — the Communist 
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Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist). It brought together functionaries who 

believed in the parliamentary path and were later engaged in struggles to transform 

Nepal’s governance from an absolute monarchy into a democratic and constitutional 

monarchy. The UML’s role in the first Jan Andolan helped it become a major political 

force, second only to the Nepali Congress. By the 1990s, the UML had committed 

itself firmly into parliamentary politics. The UML, which lost its prominent leader 

Madan Bhandari in a car accident also enjoyed short stints in power. Mr. Oli served 

as the Minister of Home Affairs in Manmohan Adhikari’s cabinet between November 

1994 and September 1995.

Changes in polity

The rise of the Maoist movement from the mid-1990s, the royal massacre in 2001, 

the return to absolute monarchy under Gyanendra in late 2002 all paved the way 

for significant changes in Nepal’s polity, leading up to the second Jan Andolan 

in 2006 led by a coalition of forces that included the mainstream parties and the 

Maoists. This coalition was forged with Indian support and soon Nepal became a 

republic. In the elections leading up to the new constituent assembly, Mr. Oli lost in 

two constituencies and the UML finished third behind the Maoists and the Nepali 

Congress. The polity following the CA elections developed fissures on two distinct 

questions — the integration/rehabilitation of Maoist combatants into Nepal’s security 

forces and the federal restructuring of the country. On both these questions, Mr. Oli 

presented a strident line of opposition. In 2014, Mr. Oli became the party chairman 

of the UML and opposed any concession to the Madhesi aspirations of identity-

based devolution of power and restructuring.

Mr. Oli became Prime Minister for the first time on October 11, 2015 as yet another 

turbulent period over the state restructuring issue came about. The Madhesis 

launched an agitation that resulted in an embargo over goods transit to the hills via 

the plains from India and this was tacitly supported by the Indian establishment. The 

move fuelled anger and a nationalist surge in the capital. As Prime Minister, Mr. Oli 

visited China in 2016 and signed a number of pacts, which included a transit and 
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transport agreement.

Using Nepalese nationalism, loosely translated into a strong position against Indian 

interference in the country, as a plank, Mr. Oli emerged as the most popular leader 

in the hills and he consolidated his position following a decisive victory for the UML 

in the 2017 parliamentary elections with support from the Pushpa Kumar Dahal-led 

Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre). In a significant move, the UML and the 

CPN(MC) merged into the Nepal Communist Party, garnering a two thirds majority 

in Parliament after Mr. Oli entered his second stint as Prime Minister.

The China factor

The NCP’s tenure in power has seen greater expansion of ties between Nepal and 

its northern neighbour, with China increasing aid and participation in development 

projects.

The Indian government released a new political map in November 2019, following the 

changes in the status of Jammu and Kashmir, which removed the label “Kali river”. 

This, besides the inauguration of a road towards Lipu Lek in what Nepal considers its 

territory, raised the hackles of the Nepali government. Soon, Mr. Oli, giving voice to 

resentment within Nepal about the disputed status of Kalapani, promoted the move 

to redraw Nepal’s official map, showing Kalapani, Limpiyadhura and Lipulekh of 

Uttarakhand as part of its sovereign territory. This move was ratified by both Houses 

of Parliament in Nepal and led to a new impasse with the Indian government, which 

refused any dialogue following what it termed a “unilateral gesture”.

Nepal has considerably diversified relations beyond its deep ties with India but 

history has shown that close ties between the two countries have been beneficial 

for both. Mr. Oli has yet again consolidated his position in Nepal’s fragile polity, but 

how his brinkmanship resulting in antagonism in ties with India will play itself out can 

only be answered in the medium term.
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Saudi Arabia says it intercepts Yemen rebel drones, missiles
Saudi Arabia said   that it destroyed ballistic missiles and bomb-laden drones launched 

by Yemen’s Houthi rebels. The Houthis claimed they targeted the headquarters 

of Saudi Arabia’s Defence Ministry, the King Salman air base and an intelligence 

building in the capital, along with other military buildings in the regions of Najran and 

Jizan in the kingdom’s south.

S. China Sea rights should be rooted in UN treaty: ASEAN
Southeast Asian leaders said a 1982 UN oceans treaty should be the basis of 

sovereign rights and entitlements in the South China Sea, in one of their strongest 

remarks opposing China’s claim to virtually the entire disputed waters on historical 

grounds.

The leaders of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations took the position in a 

statement issued by Vietnam   on behalf of the 10-nation bloc. ASEAN leaders held 

their annual summit by video  , with the COVID-19 pandemic and the long-raging 

territorial disputes high on the agenda. “We reaffirmed that the 1982 UNCLOS is 

the basis for determining maritime entitlements, sovereign rights, jurisdiction and 

legitimate interests over maritime zones,” the ASEAN statement said.

The leaders were referring to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the 

Sea, a 1982 international agreement that defines the rights of nations to the world’s 

oceans.

Three Southeast Asian diplomats told that it marked a significant strengthening of 

the regional bloc’s assertion of the rule of law in a disputed region that has long been 

regarded as an Asian flashpoint. While it has criticised aggressive behaviour in the 

disputed waters, ASEAN has never castigated China by name in its post-summit 

communiques.

As ASEAN’s leader this year, Vietnam oversaw the drafting of the “chairman’s 

statement”. Vietnam has been one of the most vocal critics of China’s actions in the 
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disputed waters.

‘U.K. must accept weaker economic ties with EU’
Britain will have to “accept the consequences” of having weaker economic ties with 

the European Union (EU) because of Brexit, German Chancellor Angela Merkel said  

. Ms. Merkel hardened the tone from Berlin as Germany and its EU partners strive 

to draw up an agreement on future relations between Brussels and London after 

Britain’s departur.

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson wants to be able to define the scope of those 

relations but “thereafter he will of course have to accept the consequences — that is, 

an economy less tightly linked” with its neighbours, Ms. Merkel said in an interview 

with the Europa newspaper alliance.

After leaving the EU, Britain and Brussels have been working on establishing new 

trade links to come into force once a post-exit transition period expires at year’s end. 

Germany is meanwhile to take over the EU’s rotating presidency for six months from 

July 1. “We must get away from the idea that it is we who define what the United 

Kingdom may wish,” indicated Ms. Merkel. “The United Kingdom defines and we, as 

the EU27, make an appropriate response,” said Ms. Merkel.

‘Russia secretly helped Afghan militants kill coalition troops’
American intelligence officials have concluded that a Russian military intelligence 

unit secretly offered bounties to Taliban-linked militants for killing coalition forces in 

Afghanistan — including targeting American troops — amid the peace talks to end 

the long-running war there, according to officials briefed on the matter.

The U.S. concluded months ago that the Russian unit, which has been linked to 

assassination attempts and other covert operations in Europe intended to destabilise 

the West or take revenge on turncoats, had covertly offered rewards for successful 

attacks last year.
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Islamist militants, or armed criminal elements closely associated with them, are 

believed to have collected some bounty money, the officials said. Twenty Americans 

were killed in combat in Afghanistan in 2019, but it was not clear which killings were 

under suspicion.

The intelligence finding was briefed to President Donald Trump, and the White 

House’s National Security Council discussed the problem at an inter-agency meeting 

in late March, the officials said. Officials developed a menu of potential options — 

starting with making a diplomatic complaint to Moscow and a demand that it stop, 

along with an escalating series of sanctions and other possible responses, but the 

White House has yet to authorise any step, the officials said.

An operation to incentivise the killing of American and other NATO troops would be 

a significant and provocative escalation of what American and Afghan officials have 

said is Russian support for the Taliban, and it would be the first time the Russian spy 

unit was known to have orchestrated attacks on Western troops.

Hybrid war

Any involvement with the Taliban that resulted in the deaths of American troops 

would also be a huge escalation of Russia’s so-called hybrid war against the U.S., 

a strategy of destabilising adversaries through a combination of such tactics as 

cyberattacks, the spread of fake news, and covert and deniable military operations.

The Kremlin had not been made aware of the accusations, said Dmitry Peskov, 

press secretary for President Vladimir Putin of Russia. “If someone makes them, 

we’ll respond,” Mr. Peskov said. A Taliban spokesman did not respond to messages 

seeking comment. Spokespeople at the National Security Council, the Pentagon, 

the State Department and the CIA declined to comment.

The officials familiar with the intelligence did not explain the White House delay in 

deciding how to respond to the intelligence about Russia. While some of his closest 

advisers, like Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, have counselled more hawkish 

policies toward Russia, Mr. Trump has adopted an accommodating stance toward 

Moscow.
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At a summit in Helsinki in 2018, Mr. Trump strongly suggested that he believed 

Mr. Putin’s denial that the Kremlin interfered in the 2016 presidential election, 

despite broad agreement within the U.S. intelligence establishment that it did. Mr. 

Trump criticised a bill imposing sanctions on Russia when he signed it into law 

after Congress passed it by veto-proof majorities. And he has repeatedly made 

statements that undermined the NATO alliance as a bulwark against Russian 

aggression in Europe.

The officials spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe the delicate intelligence 

and internal deliberations. They said the intelligence has been treated as a closely 

held secret, but the administration expanded briefings about it this week — including 

sharing information about it with the British government, whose forces are among 

those said to have been targeted.

The intelligence assessment is said to be based at least in part on interrogations of 

captured Afghan militants and criminals. The officials did not describe the mechanics 

of the Russian operation, such as how targets were picked or how money changed 

hands.

It is also not clear whether Russian operatives had deployed inside Afghanistan 

or met with their Taliban counterparts elsewhere. The revelations came into focus 

inside the Trump administration at a delicate time. Although officials collected the 

intelligence earlier in the year, the inter-agency meeting at the White House took 

place as the COVID-19 pandemic was becoming a crisis and parts of the country 

were shutting down. Moreover, as Mr. Trump seeks reelection in November, he 

wants to strike a peace deal with the Taliban to end the Afghanistan war.

Trump denies being briefed on ‘Russian bounties for U.S. 
soldiers’
U.S. President Donald Trump denied   that he had been briefed on intelligence that 

reportedly showed Russia had offered bounties to Taliban-linked militants for killing 
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U.S. soldiers in Afghanistan.

In a pair of early morning tweets, Mr. Trump angrily slammed the report by The New 

York Times as “Probably just another phony Times hit job, just like their failed Russia 

Hoax.” “Nobody briefed or told me, @VP Pence, or Chief of Staff @MarkMeadows 

about the so-called attacks on our troops in Afghanistan by Russians, as reported 

through an ‘anonymous source’ by the Fake News @nytimes,” he wrote.

The Times reported that U.S. intelligence had concluded that a Russian military 

intelligence unit offered rewards to Taliban-linked militants to kill troops of the U.S.-

led coalition in Afghanistan.

The rewards were purportedly incentives to target U.S. forces as Mr. Trump tries to 

withdraw troops from the conflict-torn country — one of the militants’ key demands 

— and end America’s longest war. Citing anonymous officials, The Times said Mr. 

Trump was briefed on the findings in March, but has not decided how to respond.

White House’s denial

White House press secretary Kayleigh McEnany   issued a denial similar to Mr. 

Trump’s but left open the possibility that such intelligence existed.

The Taliban has denied the report, reiterating that it was committed to an accord 

signed with Washington in February that paves the way for withdrawing all foreign 

forces from Afghanistan by next year.

Russia has also denounced the report, with its Embassy in Washington tweeting that 

the “baseless and anonymous accusations” in the story had “already led to direct 

threats to the life of employees” at its embassies in Washington and London.

Russian firm to be probed over Arctic ‘dumping’
Russian mining giant Norilsk Nickel said   that it had stopped the discharge of waste 

water from one of its Arctic facilities, one month after an unprecedented fuel leak 

nearby sparked a state of emergency.

The incident occurred at the Talnakh enrichment plant near the Arctic city of Norilsk, 
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the company said, when liquids used to process minerals were “discharged from 

a reservoir”. “Measures were taken to stop” the removal of the liquid into nearby 

territory, the company said, adding that there was no threat of waste leaking.

Dumping of waste

A source in the Emergency Situations Ministry however told the RIA Novosti news 

agency that the discharge of toxic substances could pose a threat to the nearby 

Kharayelakh River. The Investigative Committee, which probes serious crimes, said 

it had received reports of “unauthorised dumping of liquid waste into the tundra” on 

the site of the facility and had opened an enquiry.

Independent newspaper Novaya Gazeta published videos of the scene in a report 

claiming the factory had deliberately discharged the waste water into nearby wildlife 

areas.

Novaya Gazeta journalists said Norilsk Nickel employees had hastily removed pipes 

when investigators and emergency services arrived on the scene. Norilsk Nickel 

spokeswoman Tatiana Egorova confirmed to AFP that the employees of the factory 

had pumped “purified water from the reservoir” and that an internal investigation 

was under way.

A spokeswoman for Russia’s natural resources agency said the decision to remove 

water from the reservoir was taken to avoid an emergency, after heavy rains 

and tests had caused water levels to increase dramatically. “To prevent possible 

emergencies due to increasing water levels in the basin, the operating personnel 

decided promptly to lower the water level,” Svetlana Radionova said.

Norilsk Nickel was at the centre of another incident last month when more than 

21,000 tonnes of diesel leaked into soil and rivers after a fuel reservoir collapsed at 

a power plant also near Norilsk. President Vladimir Putin declared an emergency 

situation after the accident and the head of Norilsk Nickel, oligarch Vladimir Potanin, 

promised to pay the costs of the clean-up.



aspirantforum.com
THE CRUX OF THE HINDU AND PIB

asp
iran

tforum.co
m

     JUNE
     2020
     VOL.70

    International

Visit aspirantforum.com for Guidance and Study Material for IAS Exam

MHA unveils rules for Unlock 2
The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) late   announced fresh guidelines for Unlock 2. 

The restrictions will, however, be strictly enforced in containment zones till July 31.

Metro rail services, schools, colleges, gymnasiums, auditoriums, bars, swimming 

pools, entertainment parks, theatres, assembly halls and similar places will continue 

to remain shut across the country. All large congregations, including religious, social, 

political, sports and academic, continue to remain prohibited. Also late  , the Prime 

Minister’s Office tweeted that Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address the nation   

at 4 p.m.

Curbs since March

The lockdown, first imposed in March, has been relaxed considerably over the past 

two months even though the total number of COVID-19 cases has surged past 5.6 

lakh and more than 16,000 deaths have been reported.

Hours before the guidelines were issued by the MHA, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu 

extended the lockdown till July 31 without any more relaxations, joining West Bengal 

and Manipur.

The dates for reopening prohibited activities will be decided separately, the guidelines 

issued by the MHA under the Disaster Management Act, 2005 said.

In a significant relaxation, the MHA said: “Shops depending upon their area, can 

have more than five persons at a time.” However, the customers have to maintain 

adequate physical distance. Domestic flights and passenger trains are already 

allowed in a limited manner. Their operations will be further expanded in a calibrated 

manner.

Night curfew timings have been relaxed and now shall be in force from 10.00 p.m. 

to 5.00 a.m.

“Further, relaxations in night curfew have been given for seamless operation of 

industrial units in multiple shifts, movement of persons and goods on National and 

State Highways, loading and unloading of cargo and movement of persons to their 
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destinations after disembarking from buses, trains and airplanes,” the MHA said.

Training to resume

Training institutions of the Central and State Governments will be allowed to function 

from July 15 and the standard operating procedure (SOP) in this regard will be 

issued by the Department of Personnel and Training. “After extensive consultation 

with States and UTs, it has been decided that schools, colleges and coaching 

institutions will remain closed till July 31,” said the MHA. International air travel has 

been permitted in a limited manner under the Vande Bharat mission and “further 

opening up will take place in a calibrated manner,” the government said.

‘Urgent need to stop child marriage, gender-biased sex 
selection; Covid threatens to reverse gains’
The United Nations Population Fund’s State of the World Population Report 2020 

has estimated that 142 million girls are missing globally and 46 million girls are 

missing in India due to gender-biased sex selection.

This year’s report is titled, ‘against my will: defying the practices that harm women 

and girls and undermine equality’.

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) estimates show that gender-biased (pre-

natal) sex selection accounts for about 2 out of 3 of the total missing girls in India, 

and post-birth female mortality accounts for about 1 in 3.

China (50%) and India (40%) together account for about 90 per cent of the estimated 

1.2 million missing female births annually worldwide due to gender-biased (prenatal) 

sex selection, UNFPA Executive Director Dr Natalia Kanem told mediapersons via a 

virtual conference ahead of the launch of the report  .

According to estimates of missing female births due to pre-natal gender biased sex 

selection, averaged over a five- year period (2013-17), annually, there were 1.2 

million missing female births at a global level. India had about 460,000 girls ‘missing’ 

at birth each year.
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India’s Sample Registration System Statistical Report 2018 has registered the sex 

ratio at birth is 899 for every 1000 boys born during the period 2016-18. Nine states 

have sex ratio at birth below 900 — Haryana, Uttarakand, Delhi, Gujarat, Rajasthan, 

Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Punjab and Bihar.

The report focuses on child marriage, son preference and gender biased sex 

selection, and female genital mutilation, Dr Kanem said.

“Son preference and gender-biased sex selection have resulted in over 142 million 

girls missing globally and 46 million girls missing in India. This reality is grim and 

unacceptable and needs to change immediately. Change can only come about by 

transforming unequal power relations, structures and norms to ensure value for 

women and girls. We need to move towards a world based on principles of equality, 

autonomy, and choice,” Argentina Matavel, UNFPA India Representative said.

The report says that while progress has been made in ending some harmful practices 

worldwide, the Covid-19 pandemic threatens to reverse gains.

A recent analysis revealed that if services and programmes remain shuttered for 

six months, an additional 13 million girls may be forced into marriage and 2 million 

more girls may be subjected to female genital mutilation between now and 2030.

“The pandemic both makes our job harder and more urgent as so many more girls 

are now at risk,” Dr Kanem says. “We will not stop until the rights, choices and 

bodies of all girls are fully their own.

‘Trump’s H-1B ban has nothing to do with saving American 
jobs’
On June 22, the White House made a proclamation restricting the issuance of 

non-immigrant work visas across the board, which U.S. President Donald Trump 

said was to clamp down on American jobs going to foreign workers. The broadest 

impact may be felt on skilled workers abroad seeking the H-1B visa — in large 

part granted to Indian nationals each year. In an interview with The Hindu , Sheela 
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Murthy, founder of the Murthy Law Firm specialising in immigration cases and based 

out of Maryland, U.S., discusses the impact of President Trump’s decision on the 

economy and immigration. Edited excerpts:

What is your sense of the long arc of the Trump administration’s immigration 

policy, starting from 2016?

To some extent, it is just an evolutionary process. Even before he became President, 

candidate Trump talked about how he was probably going to go after immigrants and 

immigration, although he did not let the cat out of the bag over H-1B or professional 

workers. He talked about building the wall, about preventing people who broke U.S. 

law from coming into the country. But as soon as he got elected, his focus was on 

the travel ban [on visitors from certain Muslim-majority countries] around January 

2017, on various executive orders, renewed focus on building the wall, threatening 

to cut off Employment Authorisation Documents.

What is the impact of this proclamation on those in the H-1B visa category, 

and have you come across cases of people facing hardships?

Those who have H-1B visas or are seeking them from within the U.S. and filing for 

extensions or amendments won’t be affected by the June 22 proclamation. But it 

will exacerbate the problem for those who may have travelled abroad, perhaps for 

a brief vacation or because of a family emergency, such as a parent being unwell, 

and who have been stuck there since late March.

India shut its airspace to commercial flights around that time.

In his April 22 proclamation, Mr. Trump targeted immigrant visas of those stuck 

abroad trying to come to the U.S. as green card holders, primarily family-based 

immigration. They may be unable to return to the U.S. at least until December 31, 

2020. In the proclamation, the Trump administration has said that it reserves the right 

to extend this visa issuance ban beyond this date, if circumstances so warrant.

Is this move genuinely about a broad immigration crackdown to protect U.S. 

jobs from foreign nationals or is the motive political, in the context of the 

election campaign?
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Yes, they are using the COVID-19 pandemic and its economic impact to focus on 

their political agenda. This has nothing to do with saving American jobs. Research 

has shown that for the biggest tech companies and other corporations that are major 

income producers, the H-1B visa helps to create jobs for American workers, that 

bringing in high-skill individuals can actually boost the U.S. economy. In that climate, 

to pander to those people who are not necessarily the most highly educated or 

possess the highest technical skills is bad, because it is not going to create jobs, but 

actually take away jobs.

Corporate CEOs including Google’s Sundar Pichai and Tesla’s Elon Musk have 

criticised the proclamation recently. Will there be a pushback from corporate 

America, through lobbying or lawsuits?

I think there will be lawsuits, just as there with most of the immigration-related 

executive orders so far, including the travel ban, building the wall, and family 

separations at the border. It makes even less sense, for example, if an H-4 visa 

holder, a spouse of an H-1B visa holder, who does not work in the U.S. and went to 

India for what they thought would be a short vacation are now stuck for nine months, 

separated from their families in the U.S.

Such a person has zero impact in terms of taking away a U.S. job. These are the 

kinds of lawsuits that would win fairly easily. But lawsuits take time, effort and money. 

Organisations such as the American Civil Liberties Union have been filing these 

lawsuits pro bono or at a reduced fee.

If Mr. Trump wins and extends the visa issuance ban beyond December 31, 2020, 

wouldn’t the impact on jobs be greater?

With regard to current H-1B visas and those who are in the U.S. already, it is not 

a problem. Most of the current H-1B petitions would not anyway be effective until 

October 1, 2020, which is the start of the fiscal year 2020-21 for the U.S. Customs 

and Immigration Service. If some of these applicants happen to be abroad, they are 

not going to get the visas to travel to the U.S. on H-1B status.

On the other hand, if some of those people have other visas, let’s say tourist visas, 
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the way the proclamation is written, for them there may be a potential legal loophole 

to enter the U.S. on that visa and attend meetings or travel on vacation as per 

the visa requirements, and within the legal time frame necessary to avoid fraud 

allegations, file for a change of status within the U.S. legally, to switch from their 

existing visa to H-1B. Then they would be able to start work based on the prior H-1B 

approval.

If Joe Biden wins the election, will the immigration policy look very different from 

what it is under Mr. Trump?

Historically, Republicans are supposed to be far more pro-business and Democrats, 

strangely, more protectionist. We’re seeing a little bit of a reversal here because the 

Trump administration has been focused on being protectionist in many ways, under 

the guise of helping U.S. workers. Joe Biden has not come out strongly with respect 

to an immigration policy, but having been the Vice-President under Barack Obama, 

the general view has been that he would continue some of the policy thinking of 

that administration. I don’t know that Joe Biden would seek to completely reshape 

immigration the way the Trump administration has looked at it.

UN declaration delayed over climate text
U.S. concerns over a paragraph on climate in a UN commemorative declaration 

have further delayed the statement’s release after tough negotiations successfully 

resolved previous issues around the text. The declaration, celebrating the 75th 

anniversary of the UN Charter on June 26, had already been delayed until 6 p.m.   

as countries — successfully — worked out a compromise around language that 

some, including India, had objected as being too aligned with Chinese government 

thought.

The U.S. broke silence (a process under which a statement passes if no member 

state officially objects within a stipulated period of time) on the document   over 

concerns about the climate-related paragraph, a European diplomat in New York 
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told The Hindu .

Lines on climate in the declaration include: “We need to adapt to the circumstances 

and take transformative measures. We have a historic opportunity to build back 

better and greener. We need to immediately curb greenhouse gas emissions and 

achieve sustainable consumption and production patterns in line with the Paris 

Agreement and the 2030 Agenda. This cannot wait.”

The U.S took issue with reference to the Paris Agreement, a second diplomatic 

source told The Hindu . The Trump administration gave notice in November last 

year that it was exiting the 2015 Paris Agreement.

A U.S. diplomat at the UN told The Hindu   that they could not share updates and 

that, “ongoing diplomatic negotiations are confidential,” implying that negotiations 

are still in process.

Letter on behalf of India

The Hindu had first reported that the U.K. had written a letter on behalf of India, 

Canada, Australia, New Zealand and the U.S. objecting to language that was 

considered too aligned with Chinese government’s ideology. This issue was resolved 

by General Assembly President Tijjani Muhammad-Bande agreeing to replace the 

phrase, “shared vision of a common future” — associated with Chinese President Xi 

Jinping and the Communist Party of China (CPC) as their vision of the world — with, 

“the common future of present and coming generations”. Diplomats from Sweden 

and Qatar — countries that are co-chairing the consultations on the declaration 

— have put a lot of effort into the process so far and are likely to come up with 

a solution, such as separating out the U.S. on the climate point, the European 

diplomatic source told The Hindu .

“The longer this goes on, the more likely someone may come in with other language 

that is more problematic for everyone… like on human rights or whatever,” the 

source said.
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‘Israel’s annexation plans are illegal’
Israel’s aim to annex parts of the occupied West Bank was clearly “illegal”, the UN’s 

human rights chief said  , warning that the consequences could be “disastrous”. Just 

days before Israel intends to kick-start plans to annex its West Bank settlements and 

the Jordan Valley, Michelle Bachelet added her voice to the chorus urging Prime 

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to drop the proposal.

‘Dangerous path’

“Annexation is illegal. Period,” the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 

Rights said in a statement. “Any annexation. Whether it is 30 percent of the West 

Bank, or five percent,” she said, urging Israel to “listen to its own former senior 

officials and generals, as well as to the multitude of voices around the world, warning 

it not to proceed along this dangerous path.”

International condemnation of the possible Israeli annexations has mounted ahead 

of July 1, when the Jewish state could take its first steps toward implementing part 

of a West Asia peace plan. U.S. President Donald Trump’s proposals pave the way 

for annexing key parts of the West Bank.

Ms. Bachelet urged Israel to shift course, warning that “the shockwaves of annexation 

will last for decades, and will be extremely damaging to Israel, as well as to the 

Palestinians.” She warned that “any attempt to annex any part of the occupied 

Palestinian territory will not only seriously damage efforts to achieve lasting peace 

in the region, it is likely to entrench, perpetuate and further heighten serious human 

rights violations that have characterised the conflict for decades.”

Trump signs order on police reform
Following weeks of national protests since the death of George Floyd, President 

Donald Trump has signed an executive order he said would encourage better 

police practices. But he made no mention of the roiling national debate over racism 

spawned by police killings of black people.
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Mr. Trump met privately with the families of several black Americans killed in 

interactions with police before his Rose Garden signing ceremony and said he 

grieved for the lives lost and families devastated.

“Reducing crime and raising standards are not opposite goals,” he said before 

signing the order  , flanked by police officials.

Mr. Trump’s executive order would establish a database that tracks police officers 

with excessive use-of-force complaints in their records. Many officers who wind up 

involved in fatal interactions have long complaint histories, including Derek Chauvin, 

the white Minneapolis police officer charged with murder in Floyd’s death.

The order would give police departments a financial incentive to adopt best 

practices and encourage co-responder programmes, in which social workers join 

police when they respond to nonviolent calls involving mental health, addiction and 

homelessness issues.

Mr. Trump said that, as part of the order, the use of chokeholds, which have become 

a symbol of police brutality, would be banned “except if an officer’s life is at risk.”

While Mr. Trump hailed his efforts as “historic,” Democrats and other critics said he 

didn’t go nearly far enough.
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India slams defacement of rock carvings in Gilgit-Baltistan
India has reacted strongly to reports of vandalism and defacement of ancient 

Buddhist rock carvings in Gilgit-Baltistan under Pakistan’s control. Official 

spokesperson of the Ministry of External Affairs, Anurag Srivastava, said the 

incidents, which happened in an area known for its Buddhist carvings, shows 

Pakistan is dismantling the “invaluable Indian Buddhist heritage” there. “It is a 

grave concern that the Buddhist symbols are being destroyed and the religious 

and cultural rights and freedoms are being trampled with impunity in the Indian 

territories under illegal occupation of Pakistan,” said Mr. Srivastava.

The statement has brought into focus the rich Buddhist heritage of the region found 

in the rock carvings and engravings, especially in areas like Hunza, which were 

part of the Buddhist circle covering Ladakh and Tibet. The engravings have been 

in news recently also because of the Diamar-Bhasha hydro power project that 

the Chinese and the Pakistani companies will construct nearby, as locals have 

opposed it, claiming it may endanger the heritage.

India, Bhutan ink MoU for environment cooperation
The Union Cabinet   approved the signing of a memorandum of understanding 

(MoU) with Bhutan for cooperation in the field of environment protection and 

management of natural resources.

The MoU, signed at a meeting chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, “will enable 

establishment and promotion of closer and long-term cooperation in environment 

protection and management of natural resources on the basis of equity, reciprocity 

and mutual benefits...” the government said.

It will cover air, waste, chemical management, climate change and other areas and 

will remain in force for 10 years from the date of signing.
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India-China dialogue to focus on three areas
The first-ever talks between Indian and Chinese Lieutenant-Generals over the 

weekend to ease the tension on the Line of Actual Control (LAC) will focus on 

eastern Ladakh with the aim of moving back to the earlier positions, sources said  

.

“The focus of the talks will be on the Galwan area, Pangong Tso and Gogra. The 

agenda will focus on the recent use of force, getting back to the positions before 

May 5 and subsequent de-induction of troops by China,” defence sources said.

The General Officer Commanding (GOC) of the Leh-headquartered 14 Corps will 

lead the Indian delegation at the talks to be held at the Chushul-Moldo border 

meeting point on the Chinese side. The delegation would also include officers of 

the rank of Major-General and Brigadier of that area and a translator.

These are the first-ever talks at the level of Lieutenant-Generals, which shows 

how critical the discussions are, an official said.

Pangong Tso is an important focus area as Chinese troops have taken positions 

in large numbers at the Finger 4 area. India holds one-third of the 135 km 

boomerang-shaped lake. India has always held areas in Finger 4, while it claims 

areas so far as Finger 8.

Major scuffles have broken out in this area in the past and on May 5, which were 

acknowledged by the Army. There was at least one more major scuffle later in this 

area, the sources said.

Galwan has never been an area of contention, and sources said this would be 

strongly conveyed to the Chinese delegation. India and China have identified 23 

“disputed and sensitive” areas along the LAC and both Galwan in Ladakh and 

Naku La in Sikkim do not figure on the list.

In the month-long stand-off at several areas along the LAC in Ladakh and Sikkim, 

Chinese troops have moved in large numbers into Indian territory at points in 

Pangong Tso, Galwan and Gogra in Ladakh and Naku La in Sikkim, besides the 
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massive build-up on its side.

India, Australia upgrade strategic talks to Minister level, as 
with US, Japan
Elevating the 2009 bilateral Strategic Partnership to a Comprehensive Strategic 

Partnership (CSP), India and Australia Thursday decided to upgrade the existing 2+2 

dialogue between their Foreign and Defence Secretaries to the Ministerial level.

This lends significant political heft to the bilateral mechanism and brings it on a par 

with the 2+2 ministerial level dialogues India already has with the US and Japan, the 

other members of the Quadrilateral grouping.

“Our Foreign and Defence Ministers will meet in a ‘2+2’ format to discuss strategic 

issues at least every two years,” the joint statement said after the first virtual bilateral 

summit between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Australian counterpart Scott 

Morrison.

Officials said there was no discussion on the ongoing tension along the India-

China Line of Actual Control (LAC) but with an eye on Beijing, the two sides 

announced a roadmap “for maritime cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region to harness 

opportunities and meet challenges together as comprehensive strategic partners”.

The two sides signed the much-anticipated Mutual Logistics Support agreement, 

which will allow use of each other’s bases, and increase “military inter-operability 

through defence exercises.” India has such agreements with US, France, Singapore 

and South Korea.

Ahead of the talks, Modi said that the bedrock of deepening India-Australia ties are 

“shared values, shared interests, shared geography and shared objectives.” He said 

that, in recent years, cooperation and coordination between the two countries have 

picked up momentum.

Morrison said, ”We are committed to an open, inclusive and prosperous Indo-Pacific, 

and India’s role in that region. Our region will be critical in the years ahead.”
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“The relationship we are forming around those issues on our maritime domain, I 

think, is the platform for so many other things between our countries,” he said.

While there was no specific proposal on Australia joining the Malabar exercises, 

both sides agreed to continue to “deepen and broaden defence cooperation” by 

enhancing the scope and complexity of their military exercises to address shared 

security challenges.

Referring to the ongoing debate over World Health Organisation’s role in dealing 

with the Covid pandemic, the statement said that both sides will reflect on the 

recommendations of the ongoing independent evaluation of the international 

response.

“We will work together to strengthen international institutions to ensure they are 

inclusive and rules-based,” the statement said.

On the bilateral effort to fight the pandemic, they said that they were committed to 

a new phase of the Australia-India Strategic Research Fund to promote innovative 

solutions for responding to and treating Covid as well as other jointly determined 

priorities, to be preceded by a one-off Special Covid Collaboration Round in 2020.

Both sides jointly decided to work together in digital economy, cyber security and 

critical and emerging technologies as identified by the framework arrangement on 

Cyber and Cyber-enabled critical technology cooperation.

During the talks, Australia said India could consider it as a “stable, reliable and 

trusted supplier” of high-quality mineral resources to India. Both sides jointly decided 

to diversify and expand the existing resources partnership.

A pact on cooperation in the field of mining and processing of Critical and Strategic 

minerals identifies specific areas where both sides will work together to meet the 

technological demands of the future economy. Both countries jointly decided to 

cooperate on new technologies for exploration and extraction of other minerals.

Both sides identified agriculture as an important pillar of the Australian and Indian 

economies with shared challenges and climactic conditions. To that effect, both 

agreed to work on grains management and “logistics to reduce post-harvest losses, 



aspirantforum.com
THE CRUX OF THE HINDU AND PIB

asp
iran

tforum.co
m

     JUNE
     2020
     VOL.70

    India and 
the World

Visit aspirantforum.com for Guidance and Study Material for IAS Exam

rationalise costs and ensure farmer income is not affected by supply chain disruptions 

(particularly in light of the pandemic).”

Vijay Thakur Singh, Secretary (east), MEA, said there was no discussion on 

the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP). India had pulled out of 

RCEP last November and Australia has expressed hope that India would reconsider 

joining the trade agreement with 15 countries, including China, south-east and east 

Asian countries.

To monitor the comprehensive strategic partnership, the two sides expressed their 

desire to increase the frequency of Prime Ministerial contact through reciprocal 

bilateral visits and annual meetings on the margins of international events.

India, China hold talks, agree to resolve differences 
peacefully
India and China   held talks between their Foreign Ministries and agreed to follow 

a consensus that differences should be handled peacefully and should not become 

disputes, in the highest-level diplomatic engagement since tensions along the Line 

of Actual Control (LAC) erupted in May.

Both sides agreed “to handle their differences through peaceful discussion bearing 

in mind the importance of respecting each other’s sensitivities, concerns and 

aspirations and not allow them to become disputes”, the Ministry of External Affairs 

said in a statement.

The MEA said the two sides “reviewed the state of bilateral relations, including 

the current developments”. Military-level talks will be held between two Lieutenant 

Generals  

 , Joint Secretary (East Asia) in the Ministry of External Affairs Naveen Srivastava 

held a videoconference with Wu Jianghao, Director General of the Asia Department 

at the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The MEA said both sides noted the “consensus reached by the leaders of the two 
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countries, that peaceful, stable and balanced relations between India and China will 

be a positive factor for stability in the current global situation”.

A readout issued by China’s MFA said both agreed to “implement the consensus that 

the two countries do not constitute a threat to each other” and “do not let differences 

rise into disputes”. It called for enhancing strategic mutual trust and properly 

managing differences.

India, China agree to ease stand-off
Indian and Chinese troops began a partial “disengagement” from some of the stand-

off points along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in eastern Ladakh, defence sources 

said  , in the first sign of moving towards resolution of the month long stand-off 

between the Indian Army and the People’s Liberation Army there.

A series of ground level military talks are due to be held over the next 10 days, 

beginning Wednesday, to try and resolve most of the other issues at the local level.

“Partial deinduction has happened from some points in the Galwan and Hot Springs 

areas. [The] Chinese side removed some of the tents and some troops and vehicles 

have been moved back, and the Indian side, too, has reciprocated,” official sources 

said. At some points in the Galwan Valley, Chinese troops have moved back 2-3 km. 

However, there is no change on the ground situation at Pangong Tso. While this is 

the first time officials spoke about the ground situation, no government statement 

was issued, either in Delhi or Beijing.

This is also the first time senior government officials have acknowledged the 

continued presence of Chinese troops in these areas where India patrols, and the 

heavy build-up of vehicles and firepower behind the LAC lines. Despite references 

to the major build-up that had taken place, officials insisted that there had been “no 

intelligence failure” and that the Indian Army stopped the PLA advances “quickly and 

strongly”.

Outlining the plans for talks on de-escalation, the sources said Major General-level 
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talks were scheduled   at Patrolling Point (PP) 14 in the Galwan area as part of the 

series of talks at the rank of Colonel, Brigadier and Major General, as had been 

decided at the Corps Commander-level meeting   at the LAC at Moldo-Chushul. 

Both the Corps Commanders had a one-on-one meeting for almost three hours 

before engaging at the delegation level where the main issues were discussed 

further, they said.

At the meeting, both sides agreed and identified five locations of conflict currently 

— PP 14, 15 and 17, North bank of Pangong Tso and Chushul. Of these, the Finger 

4 area in Pangong Tso was a contentious issue and would take some time to be 

resolved, the sources said. This would likely be taken up at the Lieutenant General-

level at a later stage, if needed.

Pangong Tso issue

However, major worries remain at the Pangong Tso (lake), where territory is marked 

by ridges or “Fingers” in increasing serial order towards Chinese territory. India 

claims up to Finger 8 and patrols up to Finger 4, but after a skirmish on May 5, 

Chinese troops have dug in at Finger 4. No mention was made of the situation at 

Naku La in Sikkim, where the stand-off continues, as the focus for these talks was 

the Ladakh situation.

The sources stressed that India remained “firm” on restoring the status quo to pre-

May 5 positions, and that apart from troops retreating from the “front lines”, it was 

necessary to ensure a drawdown of troops and firepower behind the Chinese lines 

where the PLA had deployed “fighter bombers, rocket forces, air defence radars and 

jammers among others”.

“India will continue to have a major build-up until China withdraws the build-up done 

there. The Indian Army is fully prepared for a long and permanent deployment if the 

PLA doesn’t retreat,” the sources stated.

As reported earlier, the Indian side told the Chinese counterparts that it would not 

stop construction, including the DBO road, as it is well within Indian territory.
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Underscoring the efforts to resolve the tensions, which they referred to as “episodic 

issues”, the sources said that tactical level hotlines at border meeting points at 

Daulat Beg Oldie (DBO)-Tien Wein Dien (TWD) and Chushul-Moldo remain “on and 

open”. It has also been proposed that the Corps Commanders should have formal 

meetings once or twice every year for better interaction between the two armies at 

a higher level.

China reaches accord with India on LAC spat
China said   it had “reached agreement” with India on the ongoing tensions along the 

Line of Actual Control (LAC), a day after India announced troops from both sides had 

begun a “partial disengagement” from some of the stand-off points.

The Chinese Foreign Ministry said both sides had agreed to handle the situation 

“properly” and “in line with the agreement” to ease the situation, but did not provide 

specific details on some of the stand-off points, such as Pangong Lake, where 

Chinese troops are still present on India’s side of the LAC.

Also, India and China held Major General-level talks to discuss further de-escalation 

at several stand-off points in Eastern Ladakh including Patrolling Point (PP) 14, 

following a broad accord reached   in talks held at the Corps Commander-level. As 

per the agreement, a series of ground-level talks would be held over the next 10 

days, with four other points of conflict identified at PP15, PP17, Chushul and the 

north bank of Pangong Lake.

The Chinese Foreign Ministry did not provide specifics on the sites of conflict. It only 

referred to the western section, which was the focus of Saturday’s talks, although a 

stand-off is also continuing at Naku La in Sikkim in the eastern section.

‘Taking action’

“Through diplomatic and military channels, China and India have recently had 

effective communication and reached agreement on properly handling the situation 

in the west section of the China-India boundary,” spokesperson Hua Chunying said. 
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“At present, the two sides are taking actions in line with the agreement to ameliorate 

the border situation.”

Government officials said a partial disengagement had happened at some points in 

the Galwan area and at Hot Springs, but there was no change at Pangong Lake.

The Global Times , a Communist Party-run newspaper, reported   that the ongoing 

dispute “will not escalate into a conflict” but added “due to the complexity of the 

situation, the military stand-off could continue for a little longer”.

The military-level talks showed “both sides do not want to escalate,” Qian Feng, 

director of the research department of the National Strategy Institute at Tsinghua 

University in Beijing, was quoted as having said.

‘China disregarding historic commitments on Naku La’
The skirmishes and the stand-off between Indian and Chinese troops at Naku La in 

Sikkim last month, in an area of the Line of Actual Control (LAC) that is considered 

settled, may be Beijing’s way of attempting a new claim, said defence sources, 

highlighting the historic Sikkim-Tibet Convention of 1890 as proof of India’s ownership 

of the territory.

Referring to a major scuffle that took place at Naku La on May 9, the sources said 

it was unusual for Chinese troops to open up a part of the LAC that has not been in 

contention before.

According to the Convention, the boundary in the area is based on the watershed 

principles.

Its Article 1 states, “The boundary of Sikkim and Tibet shall be the crest of the 

mountain range separating the waters flowing into the Sikkim Teesta and its affluents 

from waters flowing into the Tibetan Mochu and northwards into other rivers of Tibet. 

…follows the above mentioned water-parting to the point where it meets Nipal 

Territory.”

The Gazetteer of Sikkim in 1894, while describing the physical features of Sikkim, 
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also mentions the boundary that runs along Naku la - Chorten Nyima La.

The sources said the geographic alignment of the features were so prominent that 

it could easily be identified and recognised. Even analysing the available Google 

images of the pass, the location of Naku La could be discerned by anyone as the 

watershed parting line in the area was very prominent. “There exists no ambiguity 

with respect to the location of the pass, since geographic realities cannot be altered,” 

the sources said.

“The clearly orchestrated actions on an otherwise dormant area masks a hidden 

agenda, which is far removed from Naku La,” the sources noted referring to the 

Chinese push at several points along the LAC and also the ongoing Chinese 

aggression in the South China Sea and Taiwan Straits.

Diplomatic experts point out that China may also be opening up a front in Sikkim 

due to the ambiguous official position of the boundary.

Undemarcated boundary

Although meetings between former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Chinese 

Premier Wen Jiabao in 2003 and maps exchanged subsequently indicated that 

India recognised the Tibetan Autonomous Region as a part of China, and Beijing 

recognised Sikkim as a State of the Indian Union, the boundary at Sikkim while 

undisputed, remains undemarcated on the ground.

In 2017, after the Doklam stand-off near the India-Bhutan-China trijunction, then 

Foreign Secretary S. Jaishankar informed the Parliamentary Standing Committee 

that “there are still steps to be covered before the boundary is finalised.”

He said India accepted the 1890 treaty as “the basis for alignment”, but the treaty 

had only been “partially implemented on the ground”. “Certainly the segments India 

is talking about, the Batang La segment, etc. was not there and there is nothing to 

show that that was actually delineated or demarcated or agreed upon.”
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Efforts on to resolve LAC situation at earliest: MEA
A day after China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) announced that India and China 

had reached an accord on the tensions along the Line of Actual Control (LAC), the 

Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)   said the two sides were committed to resolving 

the situation “at the earliest” in an effort to ease tensions between their troops at 

several points.

Referring to Saturday’s military talks, MEA spokesperson Anurag Srivastava said 

that the “meeting [of Corps Commanders] was in continuation of the diplomatic and 

military engagements which both sides have maintained to address the situation in 

areas along the India-China border.”

“It was agreed that an early resolution of the situation would be in keeping with the 

guidance of the leaders,” he said.

MFA spokesperson Hua Chunying, echoing a statement issued the day before, said  

, “Diplomatic [and] military channels [on] the two sides are properly handling relevant 

issues with effective communication, have reached consensus and based on that 

consensus both are taking actions to ease the situation.”

The remarks in New Delhi and Beijing came a day after military commanders at 

the Major General level on both sides met at the LAC in Eastern Ladakh in one 

of a series of talks planned between them aimed at resolving the stand-off at five 

identified “conflict points”: Patrolling Points 14, 15 and 17 (at Galwan), the North 

bank of Pangong Tso and Chushul.

‘Partial disengagement’

Indian government sources have said that they have been able to effect a “partial 

disengagement” at some of these points, which includes a reduction or “de-induction” 

of some forces on both sides.

However, at its weekly briefing, the MEA did not confirm these details officially, 

and said only that the two sides were engaged in resolving the situation “at the 

earliest”.
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Mr. Srivastava said, “The two sides are maintaining their military and diplomatic 

engagements to peacefully resolve the situation at the earliest as also to ensure 

peace and tranquillity in the border areas. This is essential for the further development 

of India-China bilateral relations”.

While both sides are engaged in ground level military talks to resolve the tensions, 

defence sources confirmed that there has been troop mobilisation in various sectors 

of the LAC beyond Ladakh in Uttarakhand and Arunachal Pradesh over the last one 

month.

As reported earlier, China had mobilised troops closer to the border in Uttarakhand, 

Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh in addition to the ingress into areas patrolled by 

India, apart from a major build-up of infrastructure and equipment on their side of 

the LAC.

The Indian Army too had moved additional troops forward in all these locations as a 

precaution, the sources said.

However, the sources clarified that the build-up of troops on both sides preceded the 

talks at the Corps Commander level. After that there had been partial disengagement, 

the sources stated.

Trump targets ICC with sanctions over Afghanistan war 
crimes case
U.S. President Donald Trump   issued an executive order authorising sanctions 

against individuals involved in an International Criminal Court (ICC) investigation 

into whether U.S. forces committed war crimes in Afghanistan.

A senior White House official, without providing details, said the ICC probe is “being 

pushed forward by an organisation of dubious integrity” and accused Russia of 

having a role.

The order authorises Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, in consultation with Treasury 

Secretary Steven Mnuchin, to block assets in the U.S. of ICC employees involved in 
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the probe, the official said.

It also authorises Mr. Pompeo to block entry into the U.S. of these individuals.

Mr. Trump has repeatedly assailed The Hague-based ICC set-up to prosecute war 

crimes, genocide and crimes against humanity. It has jurisdiction only if a member 

state is unable or unwilling to prosecute atrocities itself.

Afghanistan is a member of the ICC, though Kabul has argued that any war crimes 

should be prosecuted locally. The U.S. government has never been a member of 

the court, established in 2002. The government imposed travel restrictions and 

other sanctions against ICC employees a year ago.

The ICC decided to investigate after prosecutors’ preliminary examination in 2017 

found reasonable grounds to believe war crimes were committed in Afghanistan 

and that the ICC has jurisdiction.

The senior administration official said the directive authorises sanctions against any 

individual directly engaged in any effort by the ICC to investigate U.S. personnel 

without American consent.

‘Mass killings’

The official said the probe threatens to infringe on U.S. sovereignty and that 

while the ICC was established to provide accountability, “in practice the court is 

an unaccountable, ineffective and out-of-control international bureaucracy that 

threatens American service members and intelligence officers.

ICC prosecutor Fatou Bensouda wants to investigate possible crimes committed 

between 2003 and 2014, including alleged mass killings of civilians by the Taliban, 

as well as the alleged torture of prisoners by Afghan authorities and, to a lesser 

extent, by U.S. forces and the CIA.

Major General-level talks on LAC continue
India and China held another round of Major General-level talks   to resolve the 

standoff on the border in Ladakh. Meanwhile, in New Delhi, Defence Minister 
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Rajnath Singh held another review meeting on the progress of these ground level 

talks with the Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) and the three Service Chiefs, sources 

said.

Separately, sources said, the limited “disengagement” of troops agreed upon last 

week was currently “underway” at some of the standoff points along the Line of 

Actual Control (LAC) in Eastern Ladakh.

Focus on de-escalation

A High-Level Military Conference between Major Generals was held in the Patrolling 

Point area with focus on de-escalation in Patrolling Points 14, 15 and 17A and 

Gogra areas, defence sources confirmed. However, details of the meeting were not 

immediately known.

This is the second round of talks at the Major General level this week and is intended 

to take forward the understanding reached last week at the Corps Commander 

level. This is also the fifth round of Major General-level talks since the beginning of 

the standoff in early May.

At the Corps Commanders meeting last week, both sides mutually agreed and 

identified five locations of conflict currently — PP 14, 15 and 17, North bank of 

Pangong Tso and Chushul. Talking of this, defence sources said at the Galwan 

area, the disengagement has happened earlier and in Gogra and at Patrolling 

Points 15 and 17A, the limited “deinduction” is underway.

Sources said Finger 4, the mountain spur at Pangong Tso , where Chinese troops 

moved inside Indian territory and dug in, will take time to be resolved. “They 

(Chinese) will hold on to it for sometime before a resolution,” sources said, adding 

that this would be taken up at the Corps Commander level at a later date.

Another issue needing resolution is overall de-induction of troops amassed along 

the LAC by China. India’s forward deployment will continue till then, sources added. 

Official sources had recently acknowledged that China had undertaken troop 

mobilisation along the LAC on its side in various sectors in Uttarakhand, Himachal 
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Pradesh and Arunachal Pradesh and in response India, too, had moved troops 

forward. More ground level talks are scheduled at the ranks of Colonel, Brigadier 

and Major General.

India-China: the line of actual contest
The ongoing military standoffs with China at multiple points along the India-China 

border has turned the spotlight to the single most important element that has helped 

keep the peace across the Himalayas: the Line of Actual Control (LAC). Yet, what 

exactly the LAC is remains a source of much confusion.

One possible reason for the confusion is that in the public imagination, it is sometimes 

spoken of in the same breath with that other contested three-letter abbreviation that 

is often in the news: the Line of Control (LoC) that separates India and Pakistan. 

They are different in one crucial way. With Pakistan, India has an international 

boundary, which has been agreed upon, and the LoC, which has been delineated 

on a map by both sides. In contrast, the alignment of the LAC has never been 

agreed upon, and it is has neither been delineated nor demarcated. There is no 

official map in the public domain that depicts the LAC. It can best be thought of as 

an idea, reflecting the territories that are, at present, under the control of each side, 

pending a resolution of the boundary dispute. In a strange irony, if the LAC is far 

less clear than the LoC, it has remained much more peaceful, with not a shot fired 

since 1975 at Tulung La.

Where does the LAC run? For the most part, in the western sector, it broadly 

corresponds with the border as China sees it. There are differences in several 

points here, including at the very start of the LAC, which India reportedly pegs 

northwest of the Karakoram Pass, but China further south. In the eastern sector, it 

broadly corresponds with the border as India sees it, along the McMahon Line that 

separates Arunachal Pradesh from Tibet. In the middle sector and Sikkim, the LAC 

is broadly aligned with the borders as India and China see it, with minor differences 
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here.

Following the Tulung La incident, Delhi’s China Study Group set patrolling limits that 

India would stick to, in order to assert its LAC alignment — limits that are still being 

followed today. The problem is India and China do not agree on the alignment of the 

LAC everywhere. Differences in perception, particularly in 13 spots in the western, 

middle and eastern sectors of the border, often lead to what are called “face offs”, 

when patrols encounter each other in these grey zones that lie in between the 

different alignments. Some of these areas are Chumar, Demchok and the north 

bank of the Pangong lake in the western sector, Barahoti in the middle sector, and 

Sumdorong Chu in the east. Both sides agreed to protocols in 2005 and 2013 that 

describe the rules of engagement to handle such situations, but as the current stand-

off at Pangong Tso reminds us, they haven’t always been followed. At Pangong Tso, 

India’s LAC runs at Finger 8, and China’s at Finger 4. The “fingers” from 1 to 8 refer 

to mountain spurs that run from west to east on the lake’s northern bank. Currently, 

Chinese troops have erected tents in the Finger 4 area and are preventing India 

from reaching its LAC at Finger 8, leading to a stand-off.

Genesis

In a November 7, 1959 letter to Jawaharlal Nehru, then Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai 

suggested the armed forces of both sides withdraw 20 km, as he put it, “from the so-

called McMahon Line in the east, and from the line up to which each side exercises 

actual control in the west”. Yet where exactly each side believed it exercised control 

was a matter of debate, complicated by the fact that China’s alignments kept 

changing. The “LAC” it referred to in 1960 and 1962 wasn’t the same as 1959. When 

India and China signed the landmark Border Peace and Tranquility Agreement 

(BPTA) in 1993 , the first legal agreement that recognised the LAC, they avoided 

this problem by referring to the LAC at the time, and not the LAC of 1959, 1960 or 

1962, all of which had different meanings.

It isn’t widely known that many of the ideas in the BPTA had, in part, a Russian 

genesis. Following Rajiv Gandhi’s 1988 visit to China, both sides were optimistic of 
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pushing ahead on talks on the boundary. In this time, they were exploring regimes 

to maintain peace and tranquillity, and looked at, among others, the ongoing China-

Russia boundary negotiations. “It was not that we came to some Nirvana moment,” 

recalls Nirupama Rao, a former Foreign Secretary and Ambassador to China who 

had, in 1991, engaged with the Russians on this question as the then Joint Secretary 

(East Asia) in the Ministry of External Affairs. “For instance, the concept of mutual 

and equal security, which we included in the agreement, was a Russian term. This 

was a borrowed idea, like Eve being born from the rib of Adam.”

No other basis besides the LAC suggested itself, writes former National Security 

Adviser Shivshankar Menon in his book Choices . “The status quo was the LAC, 

irrespective of what had been said about it in the past. The reference to the LAC 

would be unqualified, making it clear that it was the LAC at the time the agreement 

was signed that would be respected, and not some notional idea of where it was in 

1959 or 1962.” As Mr. Menon writes, this unqualified reference to the LAC created 

“the unintended side effect of further is incentivising the forward creep to the line by 

both militaries”, a consequence that both sides are currently dealing with at multiple 

points on the LAC.

Clarification

Both the 1993 BPTA agreement and the subsequent agreement on confidence-

building measures in 1996 acknowledged that both sides would ultimately clarify the 

LAC. That process has, however, stalled since 2002, when China walked away from 

exchanging maps in the western sector. During a 2015 visit to China, Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi made a pitch to revive the process, saying in a speech in Tsinghua 

University that “a shadow of uncertainty always hangs over the sensitive because 

neither side knows where the LAC is in these areas,” he said. China rebuffed his 

request.

Ms. Rao, the former Foreign Secretary, said that it wasn’t a surprise, and China 

had, in several territorial disputes, intentionally left its claims ambiguous. “The 

Chinese are masters at it. They don’t stick to positions, and their actions on the 
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ground constantly defy things they have done in the past. The Chinese line has kept 

shifting. There is always scope for redrawing, and we have never had the chance 

to look at their maps.”

The current stand-offs, Ms. Rao said, have underlined the challenge India faces on 

its borders.

“If a problem has lasted so long, and there is no settlement in sight, we may need 

another generation or two to settle it. The only answer for us is to be prepared, 

continue to build our roads and improve our infrastructure, keep ourselves ready 

to deal with these contingencies, and play the game in a way that safeguards our 

interests.” The contest across the line isn’t going anywhere.

Forgotten in the fog of war, the last firing on the India-China 
border
The 1967 clash between India and China is often remembered as the last shot fired 

on the India-China border.

That clash in Sikkim, where India got the better of China just five years after defeat 

in the 1962 war, saw more than 80 Indian soldiers killed while estimates say 400 

Chinese soldiers may have been killed.

1967 clashes

If it is true that 1967 marked the last major fighting that saw casualties on both 

sides, it was not, however, the last incident of a shot being fired on the contested 

boundary.

That would happen eight years later, when a patrol of Assam Rifles jawans was 

ambushed by the Chinese at Tulung La in Arunachal Pradesh. Four were killed.

“We often remember 1967, but to say that was the last firing, and that what happened 

eight years later was some sort of accident does not square with the facts,” said 

Nirupama Rao, a former Foreign Secretary and Ambassador to China. “It was an 

ambush, plain and simple, and four of ours lost their lives.”
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The Indian government maintained that the Chinese had crossed the Line of Actual 

Control (LAC) and ambushed the patrol on October 20, 1975. The Chinese denied 

this and blamed India for the incident.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Beijing accused the patrol of crossing the LAC and 

firing at a Chinese post. The Ministry handed a protest note on October 22 to the 

Charge d’Affaires of the Indian Embassy in Beijing describing China’s actions as “a 

self defence response”, according to a November 3 report in the French newspaper Le 

Monde , that was shared with The Hindu by Saurabh Vashist, a researcher on India-

China relations. The report said India recovered their bodies a week later on October 

28.

U.S. cable

A U.S. State Department cable from 1975 noted India’s view that the “Chinese ambush 

was sprung 500 metres south of Tulung La” and took place on Indian territory.

It quoted a senior Indian military intelligence officer as saying on November 5 the 

border there was very clear, marked by a distinctive shale cliff.

He said China had moved up a company to the pass and detached a platoon which 

erected stone walls on India’s side of the pass, and from there fired several hundred 

rounds at the patrol. Four of the patrol had gone into a leading position, while two 

others, who escaped, had stayed behind. The officer said the patrol was routine and 

had been in the area several times before.

The cable noted that Tulung La was among the more remote passes in the region, 

a few dozen kilometres from Bum La and Tawang. It noted China had used the pass 

during the 1962 war as a channel to send its troops down to Bomdi La, to defeat the 

Indian resistance there to their offensive.

“Although the Chinese appear to be following their policy of enforcing the status quo 

with respect to the LAC pending negotiations,” the cable concluded, “they apparently 

still lay claim to Arunachal Pradesh down to the foothills”.
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‘India, China nuclear arsenals grow’
All nations that have nuclear weapons continue to modernise their nuclear arsenals, 

while India and China increased their nuclear warheads in the last one year, 

according to a latest report by Swedish think tank Stockholm International Peace 

Research Institute (SIPRI).

“China is in the middle of a significant modernisation of its nuclear arsenal. It is 

developing a so-called nuclear triad for the first time, made up of new land and 

sea-based missiles and nuclear-capable aircraft. India and Pakistan are slowly 

increasing the size and diversity of their nuclear forces...,” according to the findings 

of SIPRI Yearbook 2020, released  .

The report said China’s nuclear arsenal had gone up from 290 warheads in 2019 to 

320 in 2020, while India’s went up from 130-140 in 2019 to 150 in 2020.

Pakistan’s arsenal was estimated to be between 150-160 in 2019 and has reached 

160 in 2020. Both China and Pakistan continue to have larger nuclear arsenals than 

India.

The nuclear arsenals of the nuclear-armed states other than the United States 

and Russia were considerably smaller but all these states were either developing 

or deploying new weapon systems or had announced their intention to do so, it 

noted.

Low transparency

Together the nine nuclear-armed states — the U.S., Russia, the United Kingdom, 

France, China, India, Pakistan, Israel and North Korea — possessed an estimated 

13,400 nuclear weapons at the start of 2020, which marked a decrease from an 

estimated 13,865 nuclear weapons at the beginning of 2019.

The decrease in the overall numbers was largely due to the dismantlement of old 

nuclear weapons by Russia and the U.S., which together possess over 90% of the 

global nuclear weapons.

The availability of reliable information on the status of the nuclear arsenals and 
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capabilities of the nuclear-armed states varied considerably, the report noted. “The 

governments of India and Pakistan make statements about some of their missile 

tests but provide little information about the status or size of their arsenals,” it said.

The U.S. had disclosed important information about its stockpile and nuclear 

capabilities, but in 2019, the administration ended the practice of publicly disclosing 

the size of its stockpile, the report stated.

The U.S. and Russia have reduced their nuclear arsenals under the 2010 New 

Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (New START) but it will lapse in February 2021 

unless both parties agree to prolong it.

However, discussions to extend the New START or negotiate a new treaty made 

no progress with the U.S.’s insistence that China must join any future nuclear arms 

reduction talks, which China has categorically ruled out.

“The deadlock over the New START and the collapse of the 1987 Soviet–U.S. 

Treaty on the Elimination of Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles (INF 

Treaty) in 2019 suggest that the era of bilateral nuclear arms control agreements 

between Russia and the U.S. might be coming to an end,” the report cited Shannon 

Kile, Director of SIPRI’s nuclear disarmament, arms control and non-proliferation 

programme, as saying.

Russia and the U.S. have already announced extensive plans to replace and 

modernise their nuclear warheads and delivery systems. “Both countries have 

also given new or expanded roles to nuclear weapons in their military plans and 

doctrines, which marks a significant reversal of the post-Cold War trend towards the 

gradual marginalisation of nuclear weapons,” the report observed.

‘There will be no conflict if Indian Army doesn’t enter our 
actual line of control’
The Chinese have literally stuck to their guns since the 1962 border conflict when 

it comes to approaching a border settlement with India and reaching a common 
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position on who sits where along the Line of Actual Control (LAC).

A slice of history from the archives reveals that Beijing would be unyielding if India 

tried to disturb the post-1962 status quo, something that could shine a light on 

current border incidents with China.

In December 1963, a year after the November 1962 border conflict with India, 

Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai told Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser that there 

would be “no conflict between the two sides if the Indian army does not again enter 

our actual line of control.”

At pains to explain Chinese actions to President Nasser, Mr. Zhou said about the 

post-war situation: “What is the outlook for the Sino-Indian border conflict? Frankly 

speaking, all is well for now. Since our side has taken the initiative of a ceasefire and 

such mitigation measures as initiating a withdrawal of 20 kilometres along the entire 

front line, there will be no conflict between the two sides if the Indian army does not 

again enter our actual line of control.”

Chinese assessment

Given the recent impasse along the LAC and fisticuffs between Indian and Chinese 

soldiers, Mr. Zhou’s dictum holds good — all would be well as long as the Indian 

side did not assert itself.

A record of the Zhou-Nasser conversation, available on the Wilson Center Digital 

Archive, showed the Chinese assessment of New Delhi’s position: “India’s attitude 

is: for the eastern border, we must accept the McMahon line; for the western border, 

India wants it where it has never been, an area where Chinese have been living 

for several hundred years and made their own.” Mr. Zhou claimed that he visited 

India three times – in 1954, 1956 and 1957 – but the Indian side never put forth any 

proposals.

In July 1962, Foreign Minister Marshal Chen Yi and Defence Minister Krishna Menon 

met in Geneva in a “situation where both sides were prepared to settle through 

discussion in maintaining the border status quo [both the eastern and western 
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border were more to India’s advantage at that time than at present] and hold talks 

without conditions to resolve the issue”.

No agreement

“At the time we assumed that the Indian side could accept a negotiated agreement 

reached with us on the basis of maintaining the border status quo. But unexpectedly, 

Menon wanted our side first to demarcate several areas to give to him, commit them 

in advance, and then hold talks again. Because of this, the two sides did not come 

to an agreement,” Mr. Zhou told Mr. Nasser.

The Chinese side seems stuck on this even today – they have not agreed to share 

maps on their perception on the eastern and western sectors of LAC first at the 

Joint Working Group (JWG) mechanism at foreign secretary-level agreed upon 

during Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi’s path-breaking visit to Beijing in December 

1988. Maps in the less contentious middle sector were shared at a JWG meeting 

in 2001.

In a major step-up, the two countries agreed to set up a dedicated mechanism at 

the level of Special Representatives (SRs) to resolve the border dispute during 

Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee’s China trip in June 2003. This superseded the 

JWG.

Though the SR mechanism led to a “guiding principles” agreement in 2005, the 

two countries are still to exchange maps on where each side is in the eastern 

and western sectors. “Advance demarcation” still appears to be a problem for the 

Chinese side, although the contours of a possible settlement referred to by Mr. 

Zhou is no longer Beijing’s official position.

A pressing issue

Over the years, India and China have agreed on a number of mechanisms to 

enhance confidence at the military level, but their inability to agree to a border 

settlement have led to consistent problems – troops coming into conflict with each 

other – and continues to be a pressing issue.
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Mercifully, there have been no fatalities on either side for the past 45 years – since 

the two countries restored full diplomatic relations in 1976.

China trying to change status quo: MEA
Accusing the Chinese troops of “attempting to unilaterally change the status quo ” 

, the Ministry of External Affairs said the casualties “could have been avoided” had 

agreements made by military commanders over the past week been followed by 

the Chinese side.

India expects to sail through UN Security Council vote
India expects to sail through as the 193-member United Nations General Assembly 

(UNGA) votes   for contenders to five non-permanent seats at the UN Security 

Council for 2021-22. India is standing unopposed as the nominee for the Asia-

Pacific seat and needs two-thirds of UNGA members, or 129 votes, to be confirmed. 

Mexico is also unopposed in its bid for the Latin American and Caribbean seat, 

while there is a straight contest between Kenya and late entrant Djibouti for the 

African seat.

All eyes are, however on the contest between Canada, Ireland and Norway, who 

are vying for the two seats allotted to the Western European and Others Group 

(WEOG), with each making a pitch for India’s vote.

‘Not complacent’

Norwegian Foreign Minister Ine Eriksen Soreide held a videoconference with 

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar. Eliciting votes for the UNSC was “one of 

the topics discussed” said Norwegian Ambassador Hans Jacob Frydenlund. “We 

count on support from a number of friendly countries. We are confident, but not 

complacent of securing the seat at the UNSC,” he told The Hindu when asked if 

India had assured Norway its support.
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Irish Ambassador to India Brendan Ward would not comment on whether India 

had specifically offered support. Prime Minister Narendra Modi spoke to his Irish 

counterpart Leo Varadkar on April 22, and had also met him on the sidelines of the 

UNGA in New York last September.

“Both Ireland and India have the advantage that neither is a member of a military 

alliance,” Mr. Ward told The Hindu . “India has led the Non Aligned Movement (NAM), 

while Ireland has a unique position as a member of the European Union that is not a 

member of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) alliance,” he added, also 

alluding to the other “common bond” that Mr. Varadkar is of Indian origin.

Canada in fray

While Ireland announced its candidature in 2005, and Norway in 2007, Canada 

has been a relatively new entrant in the fray, with Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 

announcing its bid for the UNSC in 2016, shortly after being elected to power.

Mr. Trudeau has pitched Canada’s campaign as a push for multilateralism in the 

post COVID-19 global recovery, and has reached out personally to many countries, 

including in a call with Mr. Modi on April 29, to win the vote.

In its own campaign brochure, India had highlighted its commitment to multilateralism, 

demand for transparency in mandates for UN peacekeeping missions, push for the 

Indian-led Comprehensive Convention for International Terrorism (CCIT) and joint 

efforts for UN reform and the expansion of the UNSC.

As a result, some have suggested that Canada’s membership of the “United for 

Consensus” grouping that includes Pakistan, who oppose the expansion of the 

permanent members of the UNSC and push for more non permanent or “elected 

seats”, could hamper its chances of securing India’s votes.

However, former UN envoy Asoke Mukerji says that the decision for India and other 

countries will be made by balancing “favours” each country does for others within 

the UN system, and not as much on ideological differences.
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Is China’s ‘peaceful development’ over?
The same day news broke about the violent clashes between Indian and Chinese 

troops in the Galwan Valley of eastern Ladakh, in which at last 20 Indian soldiers 

died, a Chinese J-10 fighter briefly entered Taiwan’s air defence zone, prompting 

the self-ruled island to scramble its aircraft in response. This was the third Chinese 

incursion into Taiwan’s airspace within a week. Two months ago, Chinese vessels 

had entered the waters of Malaysia and Vietnam. Last month, Chinese Coast Guard 

ships pursued Japanese fishing boats in waters claimed by both countries. All 

these incidents point to a newfound aggressiveness in China’s approach towards 

its already troubled neighbourhood, from the Himalayas to the South and East 

China Seas.

Tensions in the neighbourhood are not new for China. The roughly 4,000 km-long 

India-China border, which is not clearly demarcated, has seen occasional flare-ups. 

In 2017, troops from both countries were locked in a face-off in the India-China-

Bhutan tri-junction of Doklam for over two months. China has claims over the South 

China Sea, and “reunification” with Taiwan is one of its self-declared goals. But 

what makes the current stand-offs different is China’s readiness to use force in 

addressing these challenges. This was the first time in 45 years that blood was spilt 

on the India-China border. Last month, in an annual policy blueprint, China dropped 

the word “peaceful” in referring to its desire to “reunify” with Taiwan, ending a nearly 

30-year-long precedent.

Sharp turn

This sharp turn marks China’s most major policy decisions post-COVID-19. 

Relations with the U.S. are particularly bad, with the Trump administration now 

openly targeting China for its handling of the pandemic. When Australia pushed 

for an investigation into the pandemic outbreak, Beijing punished the country by 

imposing trade curbs. In Hong Kong, which has been seeing anti-China protests for 

a year, Beijing has introduced a new national security law, granting itself broader 

powers in the Special Administrative Region. If Xi Jinping was facing one the biggest 
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crises of his Presidency early this year, in the middle of the COVID-19 outbreak, he 

now appears to be firmly in control, overseeing an expansive foreign policy that 

pushes the boundaries.

“The ‘peaceful rise’ is now out of the question. They think they have arrived,” said 

Alka Acharya, professor of international studies at Jawaharlal Nehru University, 

Delhi. President Hu Jintao, Mr. Xi’s predecessor, had adopted the “peaceful rise” 

(or “peaceful development”, as the the Chinese later called it) policy to assure other 

countries, especially the U.S. and China’s Asian neighbours, that its rise did not 

pose any threat to others. China came out of it long ago, Prof. Acharya told The 

Hindu . “The whole series of positions China has taken with respect to Taiwan, Tibet, 

Hong Kong, national sovereignty or whatever problems they have with the U.S. are 

nothing new. The question is what are the elements in China’s behaviour today 

which are different from what had happened in the past,” she pointed out.

The virus factor

In Prof. Acharya’s view, COVID-19 has brought on a “sharper turn” to China’s foreign 

policy because: “suddenly, it was quite obvious that China was on the back foot. It 

was getting very bad press all around. Other countries were speaking out against 

its handling of the outbreak. The Americans are now open about building a coalition 

against China. So a lot of China’s response is part of their way of tackling this crisis. 

We are going to fight back is the message from Beijing.” But China has always 

contested such analysis. In its version, China is a rising, responsible power and 

some tensions are part of its rise. The “China Dream”, laid out by President Xi after 

he took power in 2012, seeks to turn the country into wealthy, strong and modern 

global power by 2049, the centenary of the Communist revolution.

Differences and disputes

“I would like to think of China’s diplomatic situation as something a growing country 

has to meet and deal with day-to-day,” said Qi Haotian, assistant professor, School of 

International Studies, Peking University, Beijing. “It’s easy to get amplified. However, 

I think what we have been seeing is not surprising or dishearteningly alarming. As 
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long as China takes it seriously that peaceful coexistence and development serve 

her interests ultimately, tensions of any kind should probably be taken as temporal 

processes,” he told The Hindu .

“I personally do not see current tensions, clashes, disputes or conflicts between 

China and other countries as existentially alarming for any side, as long as we 

faithfully attempt to address the issues with everything in our toolkit, bilaterally and 

institutionally. There will be troubles. They are also good learning opportunities ,” 

said Prof. Qi.

Prof. Acharya, however, sees a clear shift. “This [aggressive] narrative is being 

built up very systematically. Between India and China, they used to say ‘don’t let 

differences become disputes’. What’s happening now is that, across the spectrum, 

where differences which predate COVID-19, that predate even the ‘peaceful rise’ 

policy, are now literally becoming disputes. Let’s face it.”

‘Extraditions to China a possibility with HK law’
China’s planned national security law for Hong Kong could allow for extraditions to 

the mainland, the city’s sole representative to Beijing’s top lawmaking body said  .

The comments by Tam Yiu-chung, a veteran pro-Beijing politician, are significant 

because it was the threat of extradition to China’s party-controlled courts that ignited 

last year’s pro-democracy protests.

The city has been convulsed by a year of huge and often violent rallies that began 

with an eventually aborted criminal extradition Bill but morphed into a popular call 

for democracy and police accountability.

Beijing says the new national security law is needed to end the political unrest and 

restore stability.

But critics see it as potential knock-out blow for Hong Kong’s cherished freedoms 

and autonomy.

In an interview, Mr. Tam said he believed some prosecutions alleging foreign 
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interference, or cases involving diplomatic issues, could be handled by China’s 

central government. The Standing Committee, the party organ that will draw up the 

new law, is sitting   and Friday.

India, China to ease tension, de-escalate
India and China   agreed not to escalate matters along the Line of Actual Control 

(LAC), following a conversation between External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar and 

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi.

Stark differences, however, remained in how both sides described the unprecedented 

events of June 15, and the clash that claimed the lives of at least 20 Indian soldiers 

in the worst violence along the border since 1967.

Following the call, it was agreed that both sides would deal with the situation in a 

“responsible manner” and “neither side would take any action to escalate matters and 

instead, ensure peace and tranquillity as per bilateral agreements and protocols,” 

the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) quoted Mr. Jaishankar as saying.

A statement issued by China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) in Beijing said both 

sides agreed “to cool down the situation”. “The two sides agreed to deal fairly with 

the serious events caused by the conflict in the Galwan Valley, jointly abide by the 

consensus reached at the military-level meetings of the two sides, cool down the 

situation on the ground as soon as possible, and maintain peace and tranquillity in 

the border areas in accordance with the agreement reached so far between the two 

countries,” said the statement.

The two statements also underlined serious differences remain over what happened 

on June 15. The MEA said Mr. Jaishankar “conveyed the protest of the Government 

of India in the strongest terms” and “underlined that this unprecedented development 

will have a serious impact on the bilateral relationship”.
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India coasts to win in Security Council polls
Terming India’s winning of a non-permanent seat of the UN Security Council one of its 

“best performances” ever, the Union government said the majority of votes received 

in the General Assembly demonstrated the “goodwill” the country enjoyed.

India will promote multilateral solutions for the COVID-19 crisis and enhance global 

action against terrorism, among its priorities, during the two-year term beginning 

January 2021, it said.

In the election decided overnight  , India secured 184 of the 192 votes, far in excess 

of the 128, or two-thirds minimum, it needed to be confirmed.

Others that won were Mexico with 187 votes, Norway 130 and Ireland 128, defeating 

Canada, which won 108.

Several countries, including the permanent Security Council members, the U.S., 

the U.K., France, Russia and China, congratulated India.

Neither Kenya (113 votes) nor Djibouti (78), both contesting for one seat from Africa, 

won a two-thirds majority.

The two are contesting a second round. In its last bid for the UNSC seat in 2010, 

India had won 187 votes.

Nepal’s new map now part of Constitution
The Upper House of Nepal’s Parliament   passed the Second Constitution 

Amendment Bill 2077 (Vikram era), with all 57 members voting in favour of the new 

map that claims parts of Indian territory in Pithoragarh district. One post has fallen 

vacant and the Chairperson doesn’t vote.

President Bidhya Devi Bhandari signed the Bill hours later in her official residence, 

Shital Niwas. The voting and the presidential assent completed the legislative 

procedure of the Bill that was taken up by the government of Prime Minister K.P. 

Sharma Oli, after India inaugurated the Darchula-Lipulekh link road on May 8. Nepal 

immediately protested, saying the road violated the status quo of the region, which 



aspirantforum.com
THE CRUX OF THE HINDU AND PIB

asp
iran

tforum.co
m

     JUNE
     2020
     VOL.70

    India and 
the World

Visit aspirantforum.com for Guidance and Study Material for IAS Exam

it described as “unresolved”.

The process of pass ing the Bill — cleared unanimously by the Lower House, 

Pratinidhi Sabha —was fast-tracked. The new map will now be part of the national 

emblem of Nepal. The Parliament Secretariat had started using it in its official 

letterheads and posters. It is likely to be featured prominently on the promotional 

tourism documents.

The formal inclusion of the map gives a rare guarantee to the physical territory of 

the Nepalese state that makes negotiations with India on the Kalapani issue difficult. 

However, Nepal has maintained that it is open for dialogue. Ministry of External 

Affairs spokesperson Anurag Srivastava had said the amendment amounts to 

“artificial enlargement of claims that are not based on historical fact or evidence and 

is not tenable”.

Secrecy of ballot is key to free and fair elections: SC
Secrecy of ballot is the cornerstone of free and fair elections. The choice of a voter 

should be free and the secret ballot system in a democracy ensures it, the Supreme 

Court has held in a judgment.

“It is the policy of law to protect the right of voters to secrecy of the ballot... Even 

a remote or distinct possibility that a voter can be forced to disclose for whom she 

has voted would act as a positive constraint and a check on the freedom to exercise 

of franchise,” a three-judge Bench of Justices N.V. Ramana, Sanjeev Khanna and 

Krishna Murari observed.

The principle of secrecy of ballots is an important postulate of constitutional 

democracy, the court said.

Voters’ privilege

Justice Khanna, who wrote the judgment, referred to Section 94 of the Representation 

of the People Act, which upholds the privilege of the voter to maintain confidentiality 

about her choice of vote.
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However, a voter can also voluntarily waive the privilege of non-disclosure. “The 

privilege ends when the voter decides to waive the privilege and instead volunteers 

to disclose as to whom she had voted. No one can prevent a voter from doing. Nor 

can a complaint be entertained from any, including the person who wants to keep 

the voter’s mouth sealed as to why she disclosed for whom she voted,” Justice 

Khanna wrote.

Appeal against HC order

The judgment came on an appeal against the Allahabad High Court decision setting 

aside the voting of a no-confidence motion in the zila panchayat of the Panchayat 

Adhyaksha in Uttar Pradesh in 2018. The High Court found that some of the 

panchayat members had violated the rule of secrecy of ballot. It relied on CCTV 

footage to conclude that they had either displayed the ballot papers or by their 

conduct revealed the manner in which they had voted.

The Supreme Court referred to Section 28(8) of the Uttar Pradesh Kshettra 

Panchayat and Zila Panchayat Adhiniyam, 1961. This provision states that a motion 

of no confidence shall be put to vote in the prescribed manner by secret ballot.

The court ordered a re-vote of the motion within the next two months. It ordered the 

Allahabad District Judge or his nominee to act as the presiding officer.

Justice Khanna ordered that the vote should be conducted by the secret ballot 

system.

‘For minor tactical gains on the ground, China has strategically 
lost India’

Having worked on the relationship over so many years, did you ever expect 

what happened on June 15?

I never expected such a thing to happen. And the reason why I didn’t expect such a 

thing to happen is because ever since 1993, when India and China signed the Border 
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Peace and Tranquillity Agreement (BPTA), and there have been many agreements 

following that, we have put in place certain tenets, certain operating procedures, 

which were aimed at maintaining peace and tranquillity on the border. Unfortunately 

that entire architecture has collapsed, and is now in the heap of history.

If all these agreements that have helped keep the peace have collapsed, where 

does that leave us going forward?

Both countries have agreed that there are differences in our opinion of where the 

line of actual control (LAC) lies. Therefore, it was important to ensure that peace and 

tranquillity is maintained. Now, this time, what the Chinese People’s Liberation Army 

(PLA) has done is that they have moved their ground position towards what they 

believe is their LAC. And by doing so, they have tried to unilaterally define the LAC. 

Now, the movement of troops, to move your ground positions towards what is your 

conception of the LAC, in my opinion is a major change in the status quo, where the 

Chinese have come in with large numbers of troops, have moved them right forward, 

have built embankments, gun placements, observation towers. India’s bottom line 

has to be, and will be, restoration of the status quo ante.

What realistic options does India have?

First, to address what is happening on the ground, we have to have a very strong 

military posture, which we do. There must also be room for talks. There is no doubt 

that when two nation states disagree about the boundary, it can only be done 

through discussions with each other, it cannot be done unilaterally as the Chinese 

are attempting to do. We should have discussions at the diplomatic and other levels 

to try to move ahead on where the LAC lies and come to some kind of agreement 

which is difficult, but which has to take place. As far as the broader relationship is 

concerned, because of these reasons — one, that the Chinese have fundamentally 

violated all our agreements; two, they are trying to unilaterally define the LAC; and 

three, the fact that lives have been lost on both sides after a gap of many decades 

— I think this is an inflection point in India-China relations. What I would recommend 

is that India as a country, as a people, including, of course, the government in the 
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lead, must make a fundamental reassessment of its China policy.

Since 1988, the model has been to separate differences from other areas such 

as trade. Will that change?

It cannot be business as it was earlier. One suggestion that I have made is that I 

firmly believe that Chinese firms must be kept out of the 5G trials and roll-out in 

India. That is where it will hurt in the pocket. I think that is a suggestion that I would 

definitely make to the government. Finally it is for the Government of India to decide 

what the package of a new policy is. I am not advocating a complete break. Normal 

trade and investment can continue. But on the 5G question, it is very important to 

take the decision.

Some Chinese observers have linked recent developments to Beijing’s 

concerns about India’s recent infrastructure building in Ladakh that they see 

as threatening, and to the dilution of Article 370. Is this plausible?

It is plausible. My question is, need the current situation have gone to the levels 

that it did? There have been other situations where we have managed and done 

a peaceful kind of resolution, including at Doklam, Chumar and Depsang. This 

time it has crossed the limits. I do not see what gain China has had, because for 

some minor tactical gain on the ground, I believe they have strategically lost India. 

I believe if there are these kinds of anxieties they could have been discussed over 

the table and spoken about, even between the two militaries, even the road building 

could be discussed. This leads me to think this particular action by the PLA is purely 

something where they are trying to actually control territory which they believe in 

their conception is theirs. It is purely to do with territory, but its implications are both 

tactical as well as strategic.

Are we looking at an inflection point as significant as 1988, which marked the 

normalisation of ties?

I believe that it is. In the long term, the way I look at it is that the diametrically 

opposite values that India holds vis-à-vis China, and the values which we share with 

other democracies, are going to assert themselves and are going to dictate India’s 
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position. I am afraid that the India-China relationship has not merely deteriorated, 

but will deteriorate further.

N. Korea ready to send millions of retaliatory leaflets to the 
South
North Korea has millions of propaganda leaflets ready to send to the South by an 

aerial armada of balloons, it said  , heightening its rhetoric against Seoul after blowing 

up a liaison office.

In recent weeks, Pyongyang has issued a series of vitriolic condemnations of Seoul 

over anti-North leaflets, which defectors based in the South send across the border 

— usually attached to balloons or floated in bottles.

Office blown up

The North says it will have nothing more to do with Seoul, and last week blew up a 

liaison office on its side of the border that symbolised inter-Korean rapprochement, 

while threatening to bolster its military presence in and near the Demilitarized 

Zone.

Analysts say Pyonygang has been conducting a series of staged provocations aimed 

at forcing concessions from Seoul and Washington with nuclear talks at a standstill. 

Ostensibly the source of its anger is the leaflets which it says insult the dignity of its 

leadership — a reference to leader Kim Jong-un. It is preparing to retaliate with its 

“largest-ever distribution of leaflets against the enemy”, the official Korean Central 

News Agency reported  . Altogether “12 million leaflets of all kinds reflective of the 

wrath and hatred of the people from all walks of life” have been produced, it said, 

and more than 3,000 balloons prepared to send them far to the south.

“The time for retaliatory punishment is drawing near,” it said. One of the leaflets 

shown in the official Rodong Sinmun newspaper carried an image of South Korean 

President Moon Jae-in drinking from a cup and accused him of having “eaten it all, 

including the north-south Korea agreement”.
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Both Koreas used to regularly send leaflets and loudspeaker broadcasts to the other 

side, but agreed to stop such activities in the Panmunjom Declaration that Mr. Moon 

and Mr. Kim signed at their first summit in 2018.

Loudspeakers set up

North Korea has begun setting up loudspeakers at multiple locations along the 

border to broadcast propaganda, the South’s Yonhap news agency reported  , citing 

an official of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Inter-Korean relations have been in a deep freeze following the collapse of a summit 

in Hanoi between Mr. Kim and U.S. President Donald Trump early last year over what 

the nuclear-armed North would be willing to give up in exchange for a loosening of 

sanctions.

At times, leaflet dispatches have led to escalation — in October 2014 the North 

opened fire on an air balloon carrying anti-Pyongyang leaflets, triggering an exchange 

of shots at the border. But most South Koreans largely ignore leaflets they find sent 

by the North. The flyers often boast of its military prowess or criticise the U.S. and 

Southern Presidents, accompanied by offensive images and language.

China to join UN arms trade treaty
China will join a global pact to regulate arms sales, with Beijing saying   that it is 

committed to efforts to “enhance peace and stability” in the world. The Communist 

Party leadership’s top legislative body voted   to adopt a decision on joining the 

UN Arms Trade Treaty that is designed to control the flow of weapons into conflict 

zones. It comes after U.S. President Donald Trump announced plans last year to 

pull the U.S. out of the agreement — which entered into force in 2014.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian told reporters that joining the 

treaty was “another important measure for China to support multilateralism”. It is 

among the agreements reached under the Obama administration that Mr. Trump 

has moved to pull out of.
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Bangladesh rejects criticism of China deal
Bangladesh Foreign Minister A.K. Abdul Momen   said that Indian commentators 

who described the zero-tariff bilateral agreement for 97% of exports to China as 

“charity” for “least developed” Bangladesh are revealing their “narrow-mindedness”. 

This was the Minister’s second comment in two days after certain Indian publications 

said China was using the deal to get Bangladesh on its side as tension with India 

simmers along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) near Ladakh.

In a set of comments made to a leading online publication, the senior Minister in 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s government said that the remarks from sections of 

the Indian media were “entirely unacceptable”. “News outlets that have used such 

words have renounced ethical journalism,” Mr. Momen was quoted as saying in 

Bengali in jagonews24.com.

‘Not welcome’

 The Minister had said the portrayal of Bangladesh in a demeaning manner in 

certain sections of Indian media was “not welcome”. He indicated that Dhaka has 

taken serious note of the negative Indian media reports on Bangladesh and said, “It 

appears they [the government] are very upset.” However, he said that Bangladesh 

would not take it up at an official level despite a social media uproar in the country 

over the use of the term “ khoyraati ” (charity) in the reports.

“We don’t think there is a need to protest [officially] on these news reports,” said Mr. 

Momen when asked by presspersons about further action on the matter.

However, trade is only one part of Bangladesh-China ties. Both sides have also 

intensified cooperation in the field of health in recent months.  , a delegation of 

top-level doctors from China’s National Health Commission, who spent a fortnight 

assisting the government of Bangladesh in dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic, 

attended an event held in their honour at Dhaka’s Hazrat Shahjalal International 

Airport of Dhaka.

The health- and trade-related cooperation was boosted after the May 20 telephone 

call between Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and Chinese President Xi Jinping. 
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President Xi described China as the “truest” friend of Bangladesh during the 

interaction.

The June 19 Bangladesh-Beijing trade announcements drew Indian attention, 

especially as it came against the backdrop of heightened tensions between India 

and China over the Galwan Valley in eastern Ladakh.

Jaishankar to attend China-Russia trilateral
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar will take part in the Russia-India-China 

trilateral  , in an indicator that New Delhi is prepared to press on with diplomatic 

moves with Beijing despite last Monday’s clashes between Indian and Chinese 

troops at the Line of Actual Control (LAC) that left at least 20 Indian soldiers dead.

The meeting that will be held via videoconference around 1.30 p.m. will include 

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi and will be hosted by Russian Foreign Minister 

Sergey Lavrov. The three leaders were originally scheduled to meet on March 22 in 

Sochi, but the annual meeting had to be put off due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The RIC meeting coincides with Defence Minister Rajnath Singh’s visit to Moscow 

to attend Russia’s Victory Day parade, and for high-level meetings. The Indian and 

Chinese militaries have both sent contingents for the parade, but officials ruled out 

a meeting between Mr. Singh and any Chinese official in Moscow.

Officials in Moscow and Delhi have also underlined that “no bilateral issues” would 

be discussed during the videoconference. “The three Ministers are expected to 

discuss the current situation of the pandemic and the challenges of global security, 

financial stability and RIC cooperation in that context. This is going to be a trilateral 

meeting,” MEA spokesperson Anurag Srivastava said, when asked last Thursday.

Moscow’s push

However, the fact that the meeting is going ahead, despite heightened tensions 

at the LAC, is seen as an indicator that the government is willing to put aside 

the bilateral issues with China for the moment. A push behind the scenes from 
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Russia is also understood to have ensured that the meeting, convened as a special 

session of the RIC grouping to “commemorate the 75th anniversary of the victory 

in the second world war over Nazism and creation of the United Nations”, is going 

ahead. In past conflicts with China, including during the stand-offs on the Depsang 

plains in 2013 and at the Doklam plateau in 2017, high-level meetings had only 

taken place after the situation at the LAC had been fully resolved.

According to experts, Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s statement  , denying that 

there had been any transgressions by Chinese troops on Indian territory leads to 

speculation that India is now looking at diplomatic options to resolve the current 

crisis.

Reports of Chinese build-up at Pangong
Spokesperson of China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs Zhao Lijian declined to respond 

to comments of Union Minister Gen. V.K. Singh (retd.) that China had lost more 

than 40 soldiers in the Galwan incident.

“I have no information to release on that,” Mr. Zhao said in response to questions. 

China and India were in communication with each other to resolve the situation on 

the ground through diplomatic and military channels, he added.

Separately, in the national capital, the Phase-II of the Army Commanders Conference 

got under way.

The biannual conference was postponed in April due to the COVID-19 pandemic 

and subsequently the first phase was held from May 27 to 29. “ACC-20 is being 

conducted on June 22-23 to review the operational situation on both the Northern 

and Western Fronts,” the Army said on Twitter.

India, China to ‘cool down’ LAC tension
India and China have arrived at a “mutual consensus” to disengage on their disputed 

eastern Ladakh boundary, an Army official said   after detailed talks between Corps 
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Commanders  .

The disengagement, eight days after 20 Indian soldiers were killed by Chinese 

troops in the Galwan Valley of Ladakh, came on a day Army chief M.M. Naravane 

visited his injured colleagues in a Leh hospital.

Beijing, too, echoed the sentiments expressed in New Delhi, with the Foreign 

Ministry spokesman welcoming the Corps Commander-level talks “to take necessary 

measures to cool down the situation”. He said arrangements towards de-escalation 

were being coordinated by the two militaries on the ground.

Phased disengagement

An Indian Army official, who wished not to be named, said, “The Corps Commander-

level talks between India and China on June 22 were held at Moldo in a cordial, 

positive and constructive atmosphere. There was a mutual consensus to disengage. 

Modalities for disengagement from all friction areas in eastern Ladakh were 

discussed and will be taken forward by both the sides.”

Another Army official said the disengagement would be done from different places 

in a phased manner without giving a specific time frame or sequence. There would 

be more ground-level talks to take forward the disengagement.

In the first Corps Commander talks on June 6, both sides identified five locations 

of conflict — Patrolling Point (PP) 14, 15, 17A, North bank of Pangong Tso and 

Chushul — and agreed on limited “disengagement” in some of the places. But that 

consensus ended with the Galwan clash.

Interestingly, both rounds of talks between the Corps Commanders took place in 

Moldo, the designated meeting point on the Chinese side. They were reportedly 

sought by the Chinese side and hosted by the People’s Liberation Army (PLA).

‘False information’

The Chinese Foreign Ministry rejected a statement made by Gen. V.K. Singh 

(retd.) that China lost more than 40 soldiers in the June 15 clash, terming it “false 

information”. Beijing has not revealed the number of casualties from the Galwan 

clash.
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The Ministry said the holding of Monday’s Corps Commanders meeting, the first 

since the clash, “showed that the two sides hope to resolve differences, and control 

and ease the situation through dialogue and consultation”.

When asked about Monday’s agreement to disengage, Foreign Ministry spokesperson 

Zhao Lijian said, “The relevant measures are being coordinated and arranged by 

the border forces of the two countries on the ground.”

The Ministry said both sides agreed to take forward the consensus reached on June 

6.

‘Paris deal was a charade that gave leeway to India, China’
Former U.S. National Security Adviser (NSA) John Bolton’s book, The Room Where 

It Happened, was officially released in the U.S.   but much has been written about it 

in the press already. India finds a few mentions in the book, none of them positive, 

many neutral, and several as a country that has not fallen in line in the context of 

international treaties.

For instance, Mr. Bolton calls the Paris Agreement a ‘charade’ that has given ‘leeway’ 

to countries like China and India, leaving them “essentially unfettered”.

He talks about the threat the U.S. allies and others face from the INF (Intermediate-

Range Nuclear Forces) treaty because a number of countries such as China are 

not party to it.

“China, for example, had the greatest proportion of its large, growing, already-

deployed missile capabilities in the INF-forbidden range, endangering U.S. allies 

like Japan and South Korea, as well as India and Russia itself, a fine irony,” Mr. 

Bolton writes. He goes on to add India to the list of countries, along with Iran, North 

Korea and Pakistan whose nuclear arsenal was poised to expand. The U.S. quit the 

treaty in August last year, having announced its intention to leave six months prior 

to that.

On the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, Mr. Bolton notes that “other nuclear powers” 
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like India and China have neither ratified nor signed the treaty. “...Unsigning the 

Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty should be a priority, so the United States 

can again conduct underground nuclear testing.”

Six-month exemption

In November 2018, India was one of eight countries that got a six-month exemption 

from U.S. sanctions on the purchase of Iranian oil, after the U.S. decided to unilaterally 

pull out of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), an international treaty 

signed deal during the Obama years that sought to limit Iran’s nuclear programme. 

Mr. Trump, “while oscillating on any given day on any given issue,” in Mr. Bolton’s 

telling, was “vibrating increasingly” on the side of the scale that favoured ending the 

waivers after six months.

“In a phone call with Pompeo, Trump had not been sympathetic to India’s Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi, saying, ‘He’ll be okay.’ I recall a similar conversation reflecting 

Trump’s indifference to notifying allies about waiver decisions,” Mr. Bolton writes, 

adding that while India’s arguments for continuing waivers was understandable, it 

was ‘incomprehensible’ to him [Mr. Bolton] that the U.S. bureaucrats would echo 

these so sympathetically. India had been concerned, Mr. Bolton writes, about finding 

new suppliers to replace Iran and worried that it would have to pay market prices 

— Iran had been charging below market prices to get rid of its oil.

On Afghanistan, Mr. Trump was complaining, as per Mr. Bolton, about how the U.S. 

was spending all these resources and that it was time to withdraw. “We’ll never get 

out. This was done by a stupid person named George Bush,” he told me.

“India builds a library and advertises it all over,” Mr. Trump had allegedly said.

On the India-Pakistan crisis in early 2019 (the Balakot air strikes following the 

Pulwama terror attack), Mr. Bolton questions whether there was a real crisis at all. 

He talks about phone calls with U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, then acting 

Secretary of Defence Patrick Shanahan and then Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 

Staff Joseph Dunford:

“After hours of phone calls, the crisis passed, perhaps because, in substance, 
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there never really had been one. But when two nuclear powers spin up their military 

capabilities, it is best not to ignore it. No one else cared at the time, but the point was 

clear to me: this was what happened when people didn’t take nuclear proliferation 

from the likes of Iran and North Korea seriously.”

India must move out of Galwan Valley: China
China’s statements, however, pointed to sharp differences on where the LAC lies 

in Galwan Valley. The valley begins from the confluence of the Galwan and Shyok 

rivers, and the LAC that both sides had been observing runs east of the confluence, 

in the valley. China, however, is demanding an Indian withdrawal from the entire 

valley and limiting India’s presence to the “Galwan estuary”, where it meets the 

Shyok. Wednesday’s statements from Beijing appeared to describe the LAC at the 

“estuary” of the river.

Claims untenable: MEA

The MEA said last week China’s claims over the entire valley were “exaggerated” 

and “untenable”.

At Wednesday’s talks, the MEA said both sides agreed to “sincerely implement the 

understanding on disengagement and de-escalation that was reached by the Senior 

Commanders” and that doing so “expeditiously” would “help ensure peace and 

tranquillity in border areas and the development of broader relationship between the 

two countries.”

The MFA, in a statement, said both sides would “actively cooperate with the armed 

forces of the two countries to implement the consensus from the two rounds of 

military leaders’ talks on June 6 and 22 , strengthen communication and coordination 

between military and diplomatic channels, and peacefully resolve relevant issues in 

border areas through bilateral dialogue and consultation.”

The talks were led by Naveen Srivastava. Joint Secretary (East Asia) in the MEA, 

and Hong Liang, Director General of the Department of Boundary and Oceanic 
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Affairs of the MFA.

At the same time, the MFA and the Defence Ministry, in separate statements, accused 

India of breaking the agreement of June 6, and claimed India had committed to 

not patrolling in the valley or building facilities there. The Defence Ministry said 

India “should bear full responsibility for the incident that was solely and completely 

triggered by its breach of consensus and unilateral provocations” and “demanded 

the Indian side severely punish those who should be held accountable, strictly 

discipline its front line troops so as to ensure that such incidents do not happen 

again.”

MFA spokesperson Zhao Lijian said, “It is the Indian side that went against the 

bilateral agreement. The Indian side at first agreed to withdraw personnel from 

Galwan Valley which it did, and it dismantled its facilities as requested by the Chinese 

side. During the first Commander meeting on June 6, the Indian side committed to 

no trespassing of the Galwan Valley for patrolling and for building. The two sides 

agreed to set up observatory posts at the two sides of the river estuary, but the 

Indian side went against this agreement and asked China to dismantle China’s 

posts, and also crossed the LAC,” which, he said, led to the clash.

India, however, said the clash was triggered by China violating the June 6 agreement 

and setting up a post on its side of the LAC. Indian officials said the LAC that both 

sides had been observing has been east of the confluence near Patrolling Point 14, 

where the clash occurred.

China’s Defence Ministry spokesperson, PLA Senior Colonel Wu Qian, repeated 

China’s claim that “it has sovereignty over the Galwan Valley region.” “Over the 

years, the Chinese border troops have been patrolling and guarding this region,” 

he said. “Since April this year, Indian border troops have unilaterally built facilities 

along the LAC in the Galwan Valley... In the early morning of May 6, the Indian 

border troops trespassed into China’s territory, built fortifications and barricades, 

and impeded the patrol of Chinese border troops, in an attempt to unilaterally 

change the status quo of border control and management”.
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India, however, has stressed that its troops did not cross the LAC and the clash was 

triggered by China breaking the June 6 consensus.

Resurgence of virus in Europe as restrictions go, warns 
WHO
Europe has seen a surge of COVID-19 cases since countries began easing 

restrictions aimed at curbing the spread of the potentially fatal virus, the World 

Health Organization said on 1Thursday.

“Last week, Europe saw an increase in weekly cases for the first time in months,” the 

WHO’s regional director for Europe Hans Kluge told reporters.

He said more than two dozen countries in Europe had seen resurgences of the 

deadly virus.

“Thirty countries have seen increases in new cumulative cases over the past two 

weeks. In 11 of these countries, accelerated transmission has led to very significant 

resurgence that if left unchecked will push health systems to the brink once again in 

Europe,” he warned.

Mr. Kluge did not identify the countries by name, nor provide detailed numbers.

Major setback

Germany, which began easing measures about seven weeks ago, is however one 

such country that has suffered a major setback.

 It reimposed lockdowns on more than 6,00,000 people in two districts in the western 

part of the country after an outbreak at a slaughterhouse infected more than 1,500 

workers.

Portugal also imposed new restrictions in and around its capital.

Mr. Kluge noted that the European region was reporting a decreasing proportion 

of global cases than earlier in the year, as the pandemic hits the Americas with full 

force, but Europe continues to report close to 20,000 new cases and over 700 new 

deaths daily.
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Mr. Kluge meanwhile singled out Poland, Germany, Spain and Israel for their swift 

responses to outbreaks in schools, coal mines, and food production settings in 

recent weeks.

“Where new clusters of cases appeared, these have been controlled through rapid 

and targeted interventions. This is very good news,” he said.

‘Chinese actions damaged trust in bilateral relations’
The actions taken by the Chinese forces on the ground in eastern Ladakh have 

damaged “considerable trust” in the bilateral relationship, India’s Ambassador to 

China Vikram Misri said in an interview. It was China’s responsibility to take a careful 

view of the relations and decide which direction the ties should move, he said.

‘Straight forward’

Noting that maintenance of peace and tranquillity “on the border is sine qua non for 

progress in the rest of bilateral relationship”, Mr. Misri said: “The resolution of this 

issue is quite straight forward from our perspective. The Chinese side needs to stop 

creating obstruction and hindrances in the normal patrolling patterns of the Indian 

troops,” he said.

Mr. Misri also termed China’s claim of sovereignty over the Galwan Valley “completely 

untenable” and asserted that these kinds of exaggerated claims were not going to 

help the situation.

Tense standoff continues along the LAC
A week after the Corps Commander-level talks in the wake of the June 15 Galwan 

incident when 20 jawans personnel were killed, both Indian and Chinese troops 

continue in “eyeball-to-eyeball” positions at all the friction points along the Line of 

Actual Control (LAC) in Ladakh.

The China Study Group (CSG), headed by National Security Advisor Ajit Doval, met   

to discuss the prevailing situation along the LAC. The CSG is an informal group 
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constituted in 1997, comprising the Cabinet Secretary, the Secretaries of Defence 

and Home, the Army chief and the Director of Intelligence Bureau, among others. 

The details of the meeting were not known.

A senior government official told The Hindu that an analysis of the medical reports 

of the 20 men killed showed the cause of death in most cases was a “mix of head 

injury and drowning”. The bodies were retrieved from Galwan river. “As many as 

15 deceased personnel had head injuries, one or two had injuries on the chest and 

remaining had shoulder and knee injuries. Their bodies were badly bruised as they 

had toppled into the river,” said the official.

At least 75 personnel, who were injured in the incident, had “blunt injuries” on head, 

chest and back, inflicted by rods.

‘Premeditated action’

The Ministry of External Affairs had issued a statement that the “Chinese side took 

premeditated and planned action that was directly responsible for the resulting 

violence and casualties”.

As reported earlier, the violent clashes took place on June 15 after Colonel Santosh 

Babu, who was commanding the unit, dismantled a tent erected by the Chinese and 

set it on fire. Col. Babu was among the Army personnel killed.

Officials said the understanding to remove the tent in Galwan Valley was taken at 

a meeting on June 6 between the two armies. The official said after the tent was 

removed on June 15 evening, Col. Babu went to patrol the area with a small team.

“When the team arrived there late in the evening, the violent reaction from the 

Chinese should have been anticipated and factored in,” the official said.

India, Bhutan sign pact for first joint hydel project
India and Bhutan took a major step forward for the construction of the 600 MW 

Kholongchhu project, their first hydropower joint venture project in Bhutan’s less 

developed eastern region of Trashiyangtse.
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The project’s “Concession agreement,” which was signed in the presence via video-

conference of External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar in Delhi, and Bhutan’s Foreign 

Minister Tandi Dorji and Economic Affairs Minister Loknath Sharma in Thimphu, marks 

a shift as it is the first time an India-Bhutan hydropower project will be constructed 

as a 50:50 joint venture, not as a government-to-government agreement.

Speaking at the ceremony, both Foreign Ministers called the agreement a “milestone” 

in the India-Bhutan partnership, under which four hydropower projects have been 

built in the last 30 years totalling a capacity of 2,100 MW, and another two are under 

construction. The Kholongchhu project is one of four additional projects agreed to 

in 2008, as a part of India’s commitment to help Bhutan create a total 10,000 MW of 

installed capacity by 2020.

‘Mutually beneficial’

“[The] hydro power sector has been the most visible symbol of the mutually beneficial 

bilateral cooperation between our two countries,” said Mr. Jaishankar at the signing 

ceremony between the JV Partners Sutlej Jal Vidyut Nigam (SJVN), a Himachal 

Pradesh PSU, and the Bhutanese Druk Green Power Corporation (DGPC).

“I congratulate both the JV partners for this remarkable feat and hope that they will 

leave no stone unturned in expeditiously completing the project,” he said.

Signed in 2014

The inter-governmental agreement for the Kholongchhu project was signed after 

prolonged negotiations on the structure of the joint venture, in April 2014, and the 

foundation stone was laid when Prime Minister Narendra Modi travelled to Thimphu 

a few months later.

However, progress on preparing the site ground to a halt in December 2016 over 

India’s new power tariff guidelines (on Cross Border Trade of Electricity - CBTE), 

until the government amended its guidelines after negotiations with the Bhutan 

government. During Monday’s ceremony, the Bhutanese Foreign Minister said the 

delay had “some benefits” as many issues on the ground were ironed out during the 

period.
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According to the agreement finalised, the construction for the Kholongchhu Hydro 

Electric Power (HEP) project will begin soon, and be completed in the second half 

of 2025.
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SpaceX’s spacecraft successfully docks with ISS
SpaceX’s Dragon spacecraft with two NASA astronauts   successfully docked with 

the International Space Station (ISS) after a historic launch from the Kennedy Space 

Center in Florida, marking the dawn of a new age in commercial space travel.

Elon Musk’s SpaceX company confirmed the successful docking of NASA astronauts 

Bob Behnken, 49, and Doug Hurley, 53, with the ISS, the orbiting laboratory. “Docking 

confirmed — Crew Dragon has arrived at the @space_station!” the California-

headquartered company announced on Twitter. NASA also took to Twitter to announce 

the docking.

The docking took place 19 hours after a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket blasted off from the 

Kennedy Space Center.

The crew will be welcomed aboard the ISS, where they will become members of the 

Expedition 63 crew, which includes NASA astronaut Chris Cassidy.

The liftoff also assumes significance as it marks the launch of humans into orbit from 

the U.S. soil for the first time in nearly a decade.

The SpaceX Crew Dragon spacecraft, carrying astronauts Behnken and Hurley, 

lifted off   atop the company’s Falcon 9 rocket from Launch Complex 39A at NASA’s 

Kennedy Space Center.

With the liftoff, SpaceX became the first private company to launch people into the 

orbit, a feat achieved previously by only three governments: the U.S., Russia and 

China.

The launch, postponed early this week due to inclement weather, gave Americans 

something to cheer about as in the last three months they have lost over 1,00,000 of 

their countrymen due to the COVID-19 that has brought the economy to its knees. 

More than 40 million people have lost jobs.

Top U.S. leadership including President Donald Trump, First Lady Melania Trump, 

and thousands of curious Americans had gathered to watch the launch live on a 

bright Sunday afternoon. Congratulating Mr. Musk, NASA and the astronauts, Mr. 

Trump described the launch day as a great day for the country. The President said 
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he spoke with Mr. Musk, whom he called one of the “great brains”. He also spoke 

with the two NASA astronauts prior to the takeoff. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 

said “Launch America is the first big step on our roadmap to the Moon for Artemis”. 

NASA’s Artemis programme, the U.S. initiative to explore more of the lunar surface, 

aims to land the first woman and next man on the Moon by 2024.

“This is a dream come true for me and everyone at SpaceX, said the CEO of Tesla. 

“It is the culmination of an incredible amount of work by the SpaceX team, by NASA 

and by a number of other partners,” he said.

Lunar Eclipse 2020: What is penumbral lunar eclipse, how it 
occurs?
Lunar eclipses are of three kinds – total lunar eclipse, partial lunar eclipse, and 

penumbral lunar eclipse. During a Full Moon, when the Earth comes between the 

Sun and the Moon, it blocks the Sun’s rays from directly reaching the Moon. It casts 

a shadow on our natural satellite that is known as the lunar eclipse.

We have already witnessed the first lunar eclipse of the year 2020 in the month of 

January itself. The year is scheduled to have three more such events and the next 

one will occur this June. This eclipse will be penumbral one, which hard to distinguish 

from a normal Full Moon.

What is a penumbral lunar eclipse?

A penumbral lunar eclipse happens when the Sun, Earth, and the Moon are imperfectly 

aligned. In this case, the Earth blocks some of the Sun’s light from directly reaching 

the Moon with the outer part of its shadow, also known as the penumbra. Since the 

penumbra is much fainter than the dark core of the Earth’s shadow a penumbral 

eclipse is hard to distinguish from the normal Full Moon.

When the Moon moves through the faint, outer part of Earth’s shadow, we witness 

a penumbral lunar eclipse from the Earth.
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How penumbral lunar eclipse happens. (Image: timeanddate.com)

Where to watch the upcoming lunar eclipse?

According to timeanddate.com, if you are in Asia, Australia, Europe, or Africa, you 

might see the Strawberry Moon turn a shade darker during the maximum phase of 

this penumbral lunar eclipse.

Penumbral lunar eclipse timing

The eclipse will occur between June 5 and June 6, 2020. It will start at 11:15 pm as 

per the Indian Standard Timing (IST) on June 5. It will reach the maximum eclipse 

at 12:54 am on June 6 when the Moon is closest to the centre of the shadow. The 

penumbral eclipse will end at 2:34 am on June 6, 2020.

Apart from this lunar eclipse in June, the year 2020 has two more lunar eclipses 

lined up. One lunar eclipse will occur in July and the last lunar eclipse of the year 

will occur in November. These two eclipses are also penumbral ones.

Cyclone brewing in Arabian Sea
The India Meteorological Department has forecast a cyclone in the Arabian Sea that 

is likely to move towards Gujarat and Maharashtra by June 3. Currently, the storm 

in the Arabian Sea has been classified as a “low pressure area”. While such storms 

are common at this time of the year, their path can have a bearing on the progress 

of the monsoon.
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Lunar Eclipse 2020 Highlights: Penumbral Lunar Eclipse now 
over, here are some photos
Lunar Eclipse or Chandra Grahan 2020 Today in India Highlights: The first lunar 

eclipse of the year 2020 was a penumbral one, which occurred in the month of 

January itself. The second lunar eclipse of the year is also a penumbral eclipse that 

is scheduled to happen tonight starting at 11:15 pm. The lunar eclipse will start on 

June 5 but stretch out to June 6, 2020.

It will reach the maximum eclipse at 12:54 am (on June 6) when the faint shadow of 

the Earth completely engulfs the Moon. The eclipse will end at 2:34 am on June 6, 

2020, when the Moon comes out of the shadow. A penumbral eclipse is a bit hard 

to distinguish from a normal Full Moon.

It happens when the Sun, Earth, and the Moon are imperfectly aligned and the 

Earth casts a faint shadow over the Moon. The outer part of Earth’s shadow, also 

known as the penumbra, blocks some of the Sun’s light from directly reaching the 

Moon. A penumbral eclipse is hard to distinguish from the normal Full Moon as the 

penumbra is much fainter than the dark core of the Earth’s shadow.

The upcoming penumbral lunar eclipse will happen between June 5 and June 6, 

2020. The Moon will enter the faint part of Earth’s shadow starting at 11:15 pm 

today as per the Indian Standard Timing (IST). The maximum eclipse will occur 

at 12:54 am on June 6 when the faint shadow completely engulfs the Moon. The 

penumbral eclipse will end at 2:34 am on June 6, 2020.

Apart from this lunar eclipse in June, this year has two more lunar eclipses 

scheduled ahead. The third lunar eclipse of 2020 will happen in July and the fourth 

and last lunar eclipse will occur in November 2020. These two eclipses will also be 

penumbral ones.
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India’s COVID tally fifth highest in world
Registering a new high in the number of daily cases detected — 10,313 — India   

overtook Spain to become the country with the fifth highest confirmed COVID-19 

infections (2,46,520). The rise in cases comes despite the fact that 1,37,938 samples 

were tested  , down from 1,43,661  , according to the Indian Council of Medical 

Research (ICMR).

The death toll increased by 294 to 6,941, even as the recovery rate remained at 

close to 48%. Cases have steadily risen, doubling every 17 days, among the fastest 

in countries with the most infections.

The surge in infections is reflected in a study led by officials at the National Centre 

for Disease Control (NCDC), a Union Health Ministry body, tasked with disease 

surveillance.

The study found that India’s reproduction number (R0), or the average number of 

people a single COVID-positive patient infects, has increased between lockdown 1.0 

and the beginning of lockdown 3.0. Moreover, India needs 621 million ‘recoveries’ 

to achieve ‘herd immunity’ at current rates of disease transmission, said the study 

that appeared online on June 2 in the peer-reviewed Indian Journal of Public 

Health (IJPH).

India reported its first 100 cases on March 15, and its effective transmission rate 

then was 2.51. That means, on average, every two infected persons are infecting 

five others. However, not everyone spreads the virus equally. Some may have a 

higher viral load, some a reduced load and yet others may be more mobile and 

spread it wider than more sedentary persons.

To factor these varying rates of spread, epidemiologists compute reproduction rates 

in a population as an average. For a pandemic to end, this number must dip below 

1.

The initiation of the lockdown reduced the R0, the authors said. “On April 2, eight days 

after Phase 1 lockdown, the estimated Rt (the R0 at a particular period) decreased 
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to 1.91. At the end of Phase 1 (April 14) and Phase 2 (May 3) of lockdown, Rt was 

1.28 and 1.83. As of May 4, 2020, latest Rt of 2.04 was estimated,” the authors said. 

May 4, or the beginning of lockdown 3.0, saw easing of restrictions in public activity. 

Since May 4, India’s COVID count has multiplied five-fold as have deaths.

India’s solar ferry sails into global contest
India’s first solar-powered ferry, Aditya , which became an icon on the Vaikom-

Thavanakadavu route in Kerala, is among 12 such ferries that have been shortlisted 

for the Gustave Trouvé Award. It is the sole entrant from Asia.

There are three award categories: one for electric boats up to 8m in length, electric 

boats more than 8 m long and electric ferry boats (passenger boats), the category 

in which Aditya is in the fray.

Gussies Electric Boat Awards were instituted in memory of Gustave Trouvé, 

a French electrical engineer and pioneer in electric cars and boats. Trouvé was 

a prolific inventor with over 75 patents. Back in 1881, he developed a 5-m-long 

prototype electric boat.

Built in Kochi

Operated by the Kerala State Water Transport Department (KSWTD), the vessel 

was built by Navalt Solar and Electric Boats, Kochi. Buoyed by the success of the 

ferry and its rock bottom operating cost, the department is expected to roll out more 

such vessels in the future.

The founder-CEO of the firm, Sandith Thandassery, a naval architect who graduated 

from IIT-Madras, explained what contributed to the success of the vessel. “As a 

public transport solar-electric ferry, it has proven its performance in its third year, 

transporting 11 lakh passengers and clocking a distance of 70,000 km, without a 

single drop of fossil fuel. It thus saved KSWTD over 1 lakh litres of diesel.”

The per km energy cost of Aditya is low, and the ferry normally operates 22 trips a 

day, covering a total of 66 km, carrying 75 passengers per trip.
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It needs just Rs. 180 per day in energy cost, compared to about Rs. 8,000 for a 

diesel-run ferry of similar size. It is unusual for a high technology product to have 

such a low break-even period, Mr. Thandassery said. The financial viability of the 

zero pollution vessel is such that the KSWTD, in January 2020, said that it saved 

Rs. 75 lakh since its 2017 launch.

Science round-up June 1-7: Sun-Earth like duo found, Gene-
editing could destroy coronavirus and more
From manned space missions to unique soft robots, a lot happens in the world of 

science, but most of the small stuff go unnoticed under the big news every day. 

That is why we are starting a weekly wrap of important science stories of the week 

so that you can get all the news at a single place without having to fish for stories 

everywhere. Here’s what happened in the world of science from June 1 to June 7, 

2020:

Mirror image of Earth and Sun

A team of researchers led by the Max Planck Institute for Solar System Research in 

Göttingen discovered an exoplanet KOI-456.04, which is less than twice the size of 

the Earth and orbits a sun-like star. Most of the known exoplanets orbit dwarf stars 

that emit infrared light, instead of visible light. However, this exoplanet’s host star 

actually emits visible light. What’s even more fascinating is that Kepler 456.04 orbits 

its star at a distance similar to that between Earth and Sun and within the habitable 

zone. The planet is 3000 light-years away from the solar system, receives about 93 

per cent of the sunlight received on Earth, could have liquid water on its surface, 

and has an Earth-like atmosphere.

 Distant worlds: typical exoplanets orbiting around a sun-like star are about the size 

of Neptune and are in orbit habitable zone (third picture from above). Almost all of the 

Earth-sized planets known to have potentially Earth-like surface temperatures are 

in orbit around red dwarf stars, which do not emit visible light but infrared radiation 

instead (bottom panel). The Earth is in the right distance from the sun to have surface 
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temperatures required for the existence of liquid water. The newly discovered planet 

candidate KOI-456.04 and its star Kepler-160 (second panel from above) have great 

similarities to Earth and sun (top panel). Credit: MPS / René Heller

Gene-editing tool that can destroy Covid-19

Stanford University scientists developed an antiviral agent against Covid-19 that can 

target and destroy specific genetic strands of the SARS-CoV-2 inside the human 

cell. As per the report, the tool called PAC-MAN or Prophylactic Antiviral CRISPR in 

human cells has been tested in the laboratory on human lung cells infected with the 

virus and has shown promise. The tool is composed of an enzyme Cas13 to destroy 

sequences in the coronavirus’ genome and a strand of guide RNA which commands 

the enzyme. The team behind PAC-MAN wants to test the system in an animal 

model against a live SARS-CoV-2 virus.

Second lunar eclipse of 2020

Lunar Eclipse June 5-6. (Express Photo: Karanveer Singh Arora)

This week also saw the second lunar eclipse of the year 2020. The penumbral lunar 

eclipse started at 11:15 pm on June 5 with the maximum eclipse occurring at 12:54 
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am on June 6 and the Moon coming out of the faint shadow of Earth’s penumbra at 

2:34 am. A penumbral lunar eclipse happens when the Sun, Earth, and the Moon 

are imperfectly aligned and the Earth blocks some of the Sun’s light from directly 

reaching the Moon with the outer part of its shadow.

Chances of finding young Earth-like planets higher

Researchers from the University of Sheffield claim that the chances of finding Earth-

like planets in their early stages of formation are much higher than previously thought. 

They studied groups of young stars in the Milky Way to study if the populations of 

stars in these groups affected the likelihood of finding forming Earth-like planets. 

The research, published in The Astrophysical Journal, found that there are more 

stars like the Sun than expected in these groups, which would increase the chances 

of finding Earth-like planets in their early stages of formation.

Offices with natural lighting help workers sleep more and 
perform better: Study
A new study conducted by a team of researchers affiliated with several institutions 

in the US has found that office workers sleep more hours each night when exposed 

to more sunlight during the day.

The paper published in the International Journal of Environmental Research and 

Public Health describes the findings and the experiments the researchers conducted 
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in real office buildings.

The experiment

The researchers selected two adjacent offices in an office building in Durham, North 

Carolina to study the connection between sunlight and sleep. The experiments 

involved testing the differences in sleep patterns for people working in nearly 

identical office environments, with the only difference being the amount of lighting 

they have been exposed to during their shifts.

One of the offices had the traditional blinds that stop much of the sunlight coming 

through the large glass windows. In the other office, the windows were treated with 

electrochromic glazing technology that minimizes glare while allowing more sunlight 

to pass through.

The researchers asked the office workers to work in both offices for one week each. 

They worked in one office for one week and traded offices for the next week. All of 

the workers were fitted with a wrist actigraph to measure and record how long the 

wearer was asleep each night.

The result

The researchers found that both groups of workers slept longer when they worked 

in the office with more natural lighting. On average, they slept 37 minutes longer.

The researchers also found the sunlight to have a positive effect on the cognitive 

tests of the workers, which only grew more and more with each passing day. As per 

the study, the workers scored as high as 42 per cent on cognitive tests by the end 

of the week.

The conclusion

Based on their research, the team suggests that lighting should feature more 

prominently in workplaces as it will not only benefit the workers but also those who 

employ them.
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Southwest monsoon enters parts of Rayalaseema
The Southwest monsoon advanced into some parts of the Rayalaseema region in 

the State  .

It is likely to foray into the coastal Andhra region in next couple of days and cover the 

entire State thereafter.

Low pressure area

Meanwhile, the cyclonic circulation over the east-central Bay of Bengal and adjoining 

north Andaman Sea is likely to develop into a low-pressure area during the next 

three days. As a result, a few places in the Rayalaseema region and many places 

in the coastal Andhra districts are likely to experience light to moderate rain, or 

thundershowers, during the next four days, according to the India Meteorological 

Department (IMD) forecast. Thunderstorms and lightning may occur in both the 

regions during the period.

Rising mercury

Meanwhile, mercury continued to hover over 40° Celsius across the State. Many places 

experienced above normal temperatures. With 41.6° Celsius, Jangamaheswarapuram 

in Guntur district recorded the highest temperature. It was followed by Machilipatnam 

(41.5° Celsius) and Kavali in Nellore district (41.2° Celsius). Also, Nellore city and 

Bapatla recorded 40.6° Celsius. They temperature in other areas was as follows: 

Nandigama (40.3° C); Vijayawada, Kadapa and Amaravati (40° C); Ongole (39.9° 

C); Tirupati (39.8° C); Narsapuram (39° C); Kurnool (37.5° C); Kakinada (37.3° C); 

Anantapur (36.9° C); Tuni (36.8° C); Arogyavaram in Chittoor (34° C); Visakhapatnam 

(32.6° C) and Kalingapatnam (32.5° C).

Solar eclipse of June 21 will create of ‘ring of fire’ in the sky: Timing, where to 

watch

The first solar eclipse of the year 2020 will occur this month on June 21. The event 

will be an annular solar eclipse where the Moon will cover the Sun from the centre 

leaving the outer rim visible, thus creating a ring of fire.

The June 21 solar eclipse will be visible in India as well as much of Asia, Africa, the 
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Pacific, and the Indian Ocean. Parts of Europe and Australia will also witness the 

June 21 event.

Solar Eclipse timing

According to timeanddate.com, the annular solar eclipse of June 2020 will start at 

9:15 am on June 21 as per Indian Standard Timing (IST). The full eclipse will start 

from 10:17 am with the maximum eclipse occurring at 12:10 pm. The full eclipse will 

be visible until 2:02 pm. By 3:04 pm, the eclipse will end.

How solar eclipse happens

Whenever the Sun, the Earth, and the Moon form a straight line, we witness either a 

solar eclipse or a lunar eclipse depending on the position of the three bodies relative 

to each other. When the Moon moves between Earth and the Sun, it casts a shadow 

on the Earth blocking the rays of Sun from directly reaching the planet.

Based on the alignment and the relative distance between the three celestial bodies, 

there are three kinds of solar eclipses — total, partial, and annular. As already 

mentioned, the June 21 event will be an annular solar eclipse.

How annular solar eclipse occurs

When the Moon is near its farthest point from the Earth, called apogee, its relative 

size fails to completely block the Sun and leaves the outer rims visible. It creates a 

ring of fire in the sky.

If you are planning to see the annular solar eclipse, do not forget to carry proper eye 

protection like eclipse glasses. You can also project the image of the sun and the 

eclipse using a pinhole projector to see it without fear of damaging your eyes.

Notably, the second and final solar eclipse of the year 2020 will occur on December 

14. It will be visible directly from South America, Pacific, Atlantic, parts of Indian 

Ocean, Antarctica, and Africa.
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Jupiter, Saturn, Moon to form a triangle in the sky: How to 
watch tonight
The month of June already saw a lunar eclipse and has a solar eclipse lined up 

ahead. However, the treat for stargazers and sky watchers is not just limited to these 

two celestial events. Tonight, you can catch a rare rendezvous of the Moon, Jupiter, 

and Saturn.

As per a report by CGTN, the three bodies will be lined up to form a triangle in the 

southeastern sky. If the sky happens to be clear, you can spot the Moon, Jupiter, and 

Saturn triangle even without a telescope.

The Jupiter will be bright enough to spot easily and while the Saturn is not so bright, 

it will be fairly visible. The Moon will obviously be the most bright one among the 

three. If you have a telescope, you can even spot the halo of Saturn and some 

details of Jupiter’s surface.

Dr Ian Musgrave told the publication that while Jupiter and Venus get close to each 

other in the sky every year, Jupiter and Saturn only do this once in 20 years. Back 

in April this year, we saw a similar wide triangle formed by Saturn, Jupiter, and the 

Moon. We also saw Super Pink Moon and got to see the Mercury, Venus, and Mars 

as well.

In the coming days, we will be able to witness the annular solar eclipse where the 

Moon will cover the Sun from the centre leaving the outer rim visible, thus creating 

a ring of fire. The June 21 event will start at 9:15 am and will be visible until 3:04 

pm. The maximum eclipse will occur at 12:10 pm with the full eclipse phase staying 

between 10:17 am to 2:02 pm.

The second and last solar eclipse of the year 2020 will occur on December 14. 

This year is also listed to hold four lunar eclipses– two of which have already been 

over. The remaining eclipses have been scheduled to occur in July and November, 

2020.
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Slum population most at risk, says ICMR
The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR)   released the results of the first 

sero-survey on COVID-19 spread that stated that the urban slum population was 

most vulnerable to the spread, followed by urban settlements. The ICMR asserted 

that the country is not in the community transmission phase.

“The ICMR has calculated that compared to rural areas, the risk of spread were 

1.09 times higher in urban areas and 1.89 times higher in urban slums. The infection 

fatality rate is very low at 0.08%,” ICMR Director General Balram Bhargava said at 

a press meet.

The sero-surveillance study, conducted in 83 districts covering 28,595 households 

and 26,400 individuals by the ICMR along with other agencies in May, also reveals 

that 0.73% of the population surveyed showed evidence of past exposure to SARS-

CoV-2.

India   overtook the United Kingdom to become the country with the fourth highest 

incidence of COVID-19. With a spike of 11,000 new cases, the tally rose to 2,97,928, 

which includes, 1,42,715 active cases. The death toll rose to 8,497, a jump of 392 

from the previous day. According to the country-wise tally maintained by Johns 

Hopkins University, the total cases in the U.K. stood at 2,92,854.

Genetic risk score effective in diagnosing type 1 diabetes, 
states CCMB research
A new way of diagnosing type 1 diabetes through genetics could pave the way for 

better treatment among the Indian population, states a research by scientists at 

the KEM Hospital, Pune, CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB), 

Hyderabad, and the University of Exeter in the UK. The research shows that a genetic 

risk score is effective in diagnosing type 1 diabetes in Indians.

According to researchers, misdiagnosis of diabetes could be an issue in India 

because of features of diabetes in which might vary from the standard western 
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textbooks. Until recently, it was widely believed that type 1 diabetes appeared in 

children and adolescents, and type 2 diabetes in obese and older (typically after 45 

years of age).

However, recent findings have shown that type 1 diabetes can occur later in 

life, while type 2 diabetes is on the rise among younger, physically fitter Indians. 

Distinguishing the two types of diabetes has, therefore, become more complex.

The two types follow different treatment regime with type 1 diabetes needing 

lifelong insulin injections but type 2 diabetes often being managed with diet or 

tablet treatment. Misclassification of the type of diabetes may lead to sub-standard 

diabetes care and possible complications.

The new publication conducted between researchers at the KEM Hospital, 

Pune, CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB), Hyderabad, and 

the University of Exeter in the UK shows that a genetic risk score is effective in 

diagnosing type 1 diabetes in Indians. The genetic risk score, developed by the 

University of Exeter, considers detailed genetic information known to increase 

the chance of developing type 1 diabetes. The score may be used at the time of 

diabetes diagnosis to help decide if someone has type 1 diabetes. Up to now, the 

bulk of research in this field has been conducted in European populations.

The team studied people with diabetes from Pune, India. The team analysed 262 

people with type 1 diabetes, 352 people with type 2 diabetes, and 334 people without 

diabetes. All were of Indian (Indo-European) ancestry. Outcomes from the Indian 

populations were compared with those of Europeans from the Welcome Trust Case 

Control Consortium study.

The research, supported by Diabetes UK, the KEM Hospital Research Centre, Pune 

and the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) in India, found that the 

test is effective in diagnosing the right type of diabetes in Indians, even in its current 

form, which is based on European data.

Authors also found genetic differences between the populations which mean the test 

could be further improved to enhance outcomes for Indian populations. The authors 
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found nine genetic areas (called the SNPs) that correlate with type 1 diabetes both 

in Indian and European populations, and can be used to predict the onset of type 1 

diabetes in Indians.

Dr GR Chandak, Chief Scientist leading the study at the CSIR-Centre for Cellular 

and Molecular Biology (CCMB), said: “It’s interesting to note that different SNPs are 

more abundant among Indian and European patients. This opens up the possibility 

that environmental factors might be interacting with these SNPs to cause the 

disease.” Given the genetic diversity of the population of India, the study’s results 

need to be validated in other ethnic groups of the country too. Dr Rakesh K Mishra, 

Director of the CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB), said: “Since 

more than 20 per cent of people with type 1 diabetes below the age of 15 years of 

age are in India, developing a genetic test kit to reliably detect type 1 from type 2 

diabetes holds a lot of significance for the country.”

According to Dr Richard Oram, of the University of Exeter Medical School, “diagnosing 

the right diabetes type is an increasingly difficult challenge for clinicians, as we now 

know that type 1 diabetes can occur at any age. This task is even harder in India, 

as more cases of type 2 diabetes occur in people with low BMI. We now know that 

our genetic risk score is an effective tool for Indians, and can help get people on 

the treatment they need to avoid life threatening complications such as diabetic 

ketoacidosis and to achieve the best health outcomes.”

As per Dr Chittaranjan Yajnik of the KEM Hospital and Research Centre, the escalating 

epidemic of diabetes in young Indians makes it imperative that we diagnose the type 

of diabetes correctly to avoid mistreatment and its long term biological, social and 

economic implications. The new genetic tool will be a great help in this. It will help 

decide the contribution of failing pancreatic B-cells against reduced action of insulin 

due to excess fat and smaller muscle mass in the body of Indians (‘thin-fat Indians’). 

He said, “we look forward to using this test in diabetic patients from different parts of 

India where the physical characteristics of diabetic patients differ from the standard 

description.”
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Science news June 8 – 13: Brain damage due to Covid-19 and 
more in science this week
As part of science round-up, we are curating and bringing you the most important 

science stories of the week. This way, you do not have to go about fishing for the 

stories elsewhere. Here’s everything that happened from June 8 to June 13, 2020:

Offices with natural lighting help workers perform better

A new study, published in the International Journal of Environmental Research and 

Public Health, found that office workers sleep more hours each night when they 

are exposed to more sunlight during the day at work. The researchers tested the 

differences in sleep patterns of people working in nearly identical office environments, 

with the only difference being the amount of lighting they have been exposed to 

during their shifts.

 

(a) Photos and (b) floorplans of the two office environments. Credit: International 

Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health (2020). DOI: 10.3390/

ijerph17093219

The researchers found that both groups slept longer when they worked in the office 

with more natural lighting. On average, they slept 37 minutes longer. The sunlight 

also had a positive effect on the cognitive tests of the workers, which only grew 

more and more with each passing day.

Neurologists reveal how Covid-19 damages brain

In a study, published in the Journal of Alzheimer’s Disease, scientists have revealed 
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the effects of Covid-19 on the human brain. They conducted a comprehensive review 

of how the SARS-CoV-2 (novel coronavirus) to classify the damage caused by the 

virus into three stages.

In the first stage, the damage is limited to epithelial cells of nose and mouth, which 

leads to transient loss of smell and taste. In the second stage, the overactive immune 

system causes a cytokine storm in the form of toxic proteins due to the virus. It ends 

up forming blood clots that cause strokes in the brain.

In the third stage, a much powerful cytokine storm damages the blood-brain barrier, 

which is basically the protective insulation layer in blood vessels of the brain. It 

causes the patient to develop seizures, confusion, encephalopathy as the blood 

content, inflammatory markers, and virus particles invade the brain. It can also send 

the patient to go into a coma.

Jupiter, Saturn, Moon formed a triangle in the sky

This week, the Jupiter, Saturn, and the Moon lined up to form a triangle in the 

southeastern sky. Dr Ian Musgrave told CGTN that while Jupiter and Venus get 

close to each other in the sky every year, Jupiter and Saturn only do this once in 20 

years.

 

Jupiter, Saturn, Moon formed a triangle. (Representational image: Pixabay/

Sergeitokmakov)

Genetic risk score effective in diagnosing type 1 diabetes

Research by scientists at the KEM Hospital, Pune, CSIR-Centre for Cellular and 
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Molecular Biology (CCMB), Hyderabad, and the University of Exeter in the UK, states 

that a new way of diagnosing type 1 diabetes through genetics could pave the way 

for better treatment among the Indian population. The research shows that a genetic 

risk score is effective in diagnosing type 1 diabetes in Indians. Click here to read 

more.

India’s rise in cases third fastest globally
With 11,220 new COVID-19 cases and 325 deaths registered, the total number of 

infections and the death toll in India reached 3,32,777 and 9,521 respectively. This 

data was based on reports from State Health Departments and collated by The 

Hindu.

The recovery rate was nearly 51%.

According to the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), the total number of 

samples tested   was 1,51,432, up from 1,43,737  . Maharashtra led the tally with 

3,390 new cases and 120 deaths. Delhi registered 2,224 cases and 56 deaths.

India now ranks third, behind Brazil and the U.S. in the daily increase in COVID-19 

cases (7-day rolling average) across the world.

In the number of deaths registered every day, India ranks fourth below Brazil, the 

U.S. and Mexico. It again ranks fourth in terms of total number of cases behind the 

U.S. (with nearly 2.1 million), Brazil (8,50,514) and Russia (5,28,267) and ninth in 

total fatalities, according to the Johns Hopkins University’s COVID-19 tracker.

Fewer tests

While India’s infection rate in terms of cases per million people was much lower, 

the country has conducted fewer tests per million (3,000) than others with the most 

infections, according to data maintained by the website Our World in Data. The 

comparable testing rates for the U.S., Russia and the U.K. are 70,000, 99,870 and 

55,860 respectively. Brazil’s testing data was not available.
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‘Deforestation leading to many diseases’
The High Court of Manipur has linked deforestation to diseases, including COVID-19, 

and ordered the State authorities to restore the forest cover for avoiding the threat 

of animal-borne diseases. A two-judge had on June 3 said there was a need to keep 

the forest intact to the extent possible with the pandemic having ‘trampled’ upon 

continents to decimate humans. The court referred to several books and articles by 

naturalist Charles Darwin, Nobel laureate and biologist Sir Peter Medawar, journalist 

Jim Robbins and Carl Bergstrom of the University of Washington, an authority on 

pandemic and infectious diseases.

Meet the first female head of NASA’s human spaceflight 
program
NASA Administrator Jim Bridenstine announced the appointment of Commercial 

Crew Program Manager Kathy Lueders as the agency’s next associate administrator 

of the Human Exploration and Operations (HEO) Mission Directorate, making her 

the first female head of human spaceflight program.

As the Commercial Crew Program Manager, Lueders has been directing NASA’s 

efforts to send astronauts to space on private spacecraft since 2014. She oversaw 

the inaugural private crewed flight Demo-2 from the Kennedy Space Center in 

Florida last month.

“Kathy has successfully managed both the Commercial Crew & Commercial Cargo 

programs and is the right person to lead HEO as we prepare to send astronauts to 

the Moon in 2024,” Bridenstine wrote in a Tweet  .

In a press release, NASA said that the appointment takes effect immediately. Steve 

Stich will replace Lueders as the Commercial Crew Program Manager while Ken 

Bowersox returns to his role as HEO deputy associate administrator.

 “Kathy gives us the extraordinary experience and passion we need to continue to 

move forward with Artemis and our goal of landing the first woman and the next 
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man on the Moon by 2024,” Bridenstine said.

“She has a deep interest in developing commercial markets in space, dating back 

to her initial work on the space shuttle program. From Commercial Cargo and now 

Commercial Crew, she has safely and successfully helped push to expand our 

nation’s industrial base. Kathy’s the right person to extend the space economy to 

the lunar vicinity and achieve the ambitious goals we’ve been given.”

Kathy Lueders’ career at NASA

Kathy Lueders has a Bachelor of Business Administration in Finance from the 

University of New Mexico and a Bachelor of Science and Master of Science in 

Industrial Engineering from New Mexico State University. Here is a timeline of her 

career at the NASA:

*Lueders began her NASA career in 1992 at the White Sands Test Facility in New 

Mexico where she was the manager of Shuttle Orbital Maneuvering System and 

Reaction Control Systems Depot.

*She later moved to the International Space Station Program and served as 

transportation integration manager. She led commercial cargo resupply services to 

the ISS.

*Lueders was also responsible for NASA oversight of international partner spacecraft 

visiting the ISS, including the European Space Agency’s Automated Transfer Vehicle, 

the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency’s H-II Transfer Vehicle, and the Russian 

space agency Roscosmos’ Soyuz and Progress spacecraft.

*In 2013, Lueders went to Kennedy as acting Commercial Crew Program Manager.

*In 2014, she was selected as the head of the office in 2014.

 “I want to thank Ken and the entire HEO team for their steady support of Kathy in 

making Commercial Crew such a success. I know they’ll give her the same support 

as she moves out in her new role,” Bridenstine said. “This is such a critical time 

for the agency and for HEO. We still need to bring Doug and Bob home safely and 

we’re not going to lose focus. We have our sights set on the Moon and even deeper 

into space, and Kathy is going to help lead us there.”
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Solar Eclipse 2020 Date, Timings: When and where to watch 
solar eclipses this year
When the Sun, the Moon, and the Earth form a straight line or an almost straight 

configuration, we witness an eclipse. When the Moon comes between the Sun and 

Earth, blocking the rays of Sun from directly reaching the planet, a solar eclipse 

occurs.

Notably, a solar eclipse happens during the New Moon and there are three kinds of 

such eclipses — total, partial, and annular — with the addition of a rare hybrid of an 

annular and a total solar eclipse. There will be two solar eclipses this year, the first of 

which will occur this month and the second one in December.

Solar eclipse June 21, 2020

Image of annular solar eclipse of December 2019. (Image: ANI)

Solar eclipse December 14, 2020

The first solar eclipse of the year 2020 will happen next week on June 21, 2020. It 

will be an annular solar eclipse where the Moon will cover the Sun from the centre 

leaving the outer rim visible, thus creating a ring of fire in the sky. It happens because 

the Moon is far away from Earth and its relative size is not big enough to entirely 

cover the Sun.
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As per timeanddate.com, the event will be visible in India as well as much of Asia, 

Africa, the Pacific, the Indian Ocean, and parts of Europe and Australia. The June 

21 solar eclipse will start at 9:15 am as per Indian Standard Timing (IST). The solar 

eclipse will end at 3:04 pm.

 The second and last solar eclipse of the year 2020 will happen on December 14, 

2020. It will be a total solar eclipse where the Moon completely blocks the Sun and 

casts a shadow over the Earth.

The celestial event will be visible directly from South America, Pacific, Atlantic, and 

parts of the Indian Ocean, Antarctica, and Africa. As per timeanddate.com, the solar 

eclipse will start at 7:03 pm IST, reach the full eclipse by 8:02 pm, and enter the 

maximum eclipse phase at 9:43 pm. The full eclipse will end at 11:24 pm, following 

which the partial eclipse will start and end by 12:23 am on December 15, 2020.

Cheap drug shows results in COVID patients: study
Indian doctors have said the reported success of dexamethasone — an inexpensive 

steroid that retails for less than Rs. 10 for 10 ml and is made by several Indian 

manufacturers — in saving the lives of COVID-19 patients on ventilators is good 

news for the country.

Scientists administering the WHO-administered RECOVERY trial, the largest global 

clinical trial that is checking the ability of several repurposed drugs to treat COVID-

19, reported   that dexamethasone reduced deaths by one-third in ventilated patients 

and by one-fifth in other patients receiving oxygen only. There was no benefit among 

those patients who did not require respiratory support.

“If the claims bear out in the published study, then this is great news,” Able 

Lawrence, Professor of Clinical Immunology and Rheumatology at the Sanjay 

Gandhi Postgraduate Institute of Medical Sciences, told The Hindu . “It is a cheaper 

option than tocilizumab.”

Based on these results, one death would be prevented by treatment of around eight 
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ventilated patients or around 25 patients requiring oxygen alone, scientists said.

A scientific study with details on how the study was conducted and evaluations 

made isn’t yet available and the preliminary results were communicated via a press 

statement.

Solar Eclipse 2020: Full list of Surya Grahan dates and timings 
of this year
When the Sun, the Moon, and the Earth form a straight line or an almost straight 

configuration, we witness an eclipse. When the Moon comes between the Sun and 

Earth, blocking the rays of Sun from directly reaching the planet, a solar eclipse 

occurs.

Notably, a solar eclipse happens during the New Moon and there are three kinds of 

such eclipses — total, partial, and annular — with the addition of a rare hybrid of an 

annular and a total solar eclipse. There will be two solar eclipses this year, the first 

of which will occur this month and the second one in December.

Solar eclipse June 21, 2020

The first solar eclipse of the year 2020 will happen next week on June 21, 2020. It 

will be an annular solar eclipse where the Moon will cover the Sun from the centre 

leaving the outer rim visible, thus creating a ring of fire in the sky. It happens because 

the Moon is far away from Earth and its relative size is not big enough to entirely 

cover the Sun.

As per timeanddate.com, the event will be visible in India as well as much of Asia, 

Africa, the Pacific, the Indian Ocean, and parts of Europe and Australia. The June 

21 solar eclipse will start at 9:15 am as per Indian Standard Timing (IST). The solar 

eclipse will end at 3:04 pm

The second and last solar eclipse of the year 2020 will happen on December 14, 

2020. It will be a total solar eclipse where the Moon completely blocks the Sun and 

casts a shadow over the Earth.
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The celestial event will be visible directly from South America, Pacific, Atlantic, and 

parts of the Indian Ocean, Antarctica, and Africa. As per timeanddate.com, the solar 

eclipse will start at 7:03 pm IST, reach the full eclipse by 8:02 pm, and enter the 

maximum eclipse phase at 9:43 pm. The full eclipse will end at 11:24 pm, following 

which the partial eclipse will start and end by 12:23 am on December 15, 2020.

Annular solar eclipse June 21 will be last one visible from 
India until October 2022
The annular solar eclipse on June 21 will be the last eclipse to be seen from India 

until October 25, 2022.

Professor Arvind Paranjpye, director of Nehru Planetarium, said Bhuj will be the 

first city in India from where the beginning of the eclipse will be visible at 9.58 am. 

The eclipse will end four hours later at 2.29 pm, at which point it will be visible 

in Dibrugarh.

The annular phase of the eclipse will be first seen over Ghersana at the western 

boundary of India at 11.50 a.m. It will last for 30 seconds. Kurukshetra, at least 

155 km north of Delhi, will have the best view of the eclipse at this point. It will also 

be visible from Dehradun. The Kalanka peak in Uttarakhand will be the last major 

landmark from where the annular phase of the eclipse will be visible at 12.10 pm, 

lasting for 28 seconds.

Residents of Mumbai will be able to see a partial solar eclipse. According to 

Paranjpye, the Moon will start blocking the Sun’s upper side as seen from Mumbai 

and the maximum eclipse will take place at 11.37 am.

The annular eclipse of the Sun is a special case of the total solar eclipse in which 

the Moon does not cover the Sun completely. On a narrow track over the Earth, 

people can see the Moon passing over the Sun and for a short period of time, one 

can see a ‘ring of fire’ in the sky. Over a large landmass, north and south of this 

track, people will be able to observe a partial solar eclipse.
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How to safely see the eclipse

Looking at the Sun directly can cause permanent damage to the retina. According 

to Paranjpye, there are some safe methods to observe the Sun.

Special goggles:

These goggles filter sunlight for safe viewing. The Public Outreach and Education 

Committee of Astronomical Society of India and other astronomical institutions/

planetariums have been making special arrangements to provide such goggles to 

the public but it might not be possible during the lockdown period.

Welder’s filter

Arc welders in fabrication shops use dark filters to protect their eyes. Such welder’s 

filters can be used to see the Sun directly. 

Pinhole imaging

Make a pinhole in a card sheet and hold it under the Sun. At some distance keep 

a screen of white paper. Image of the sun can be seen on this sheet. The size of 

the image can be increased by increasing the distance between the card sheet 

with pinhole and the screen. One can also try looking under the tree.  Small gaps 

between the leaves act as pinholes.

Sun imaging with optical instruments

The sun can be imaged on a sheet of white paper using a pair of binoculars or a 

telescope. Using this method, one can also see some sunspots if there are any on 

the sun.

Solar Eclipse June 2020: Important facts about this Year Solar 
Eclipse
Solar Eclipse 2020: The first solar eclipse of 2020 will take place on June 21. This 

will be an annular solar eclipse, during which the Moon will not be able to cover the 

Sun completely, which will cause a ring of fire to appear in the sky. The solar eclipse 

according to Time and Date will start at 9:15 AM IST and will end at 3:03 PM IST.
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Here we will be taking a look at a few interesting facts that you might not have known 

about the upcoming solar eclipse.

Interesting facts about June 21 Solar Eclipse

* This is the first solar eclipse of 2020. The second and last solar eclipse of the year 

will take place on December 14, which will be a total solar eclipse.

* According to the Nehru Planetarium, the solar eclipse will first be visible in Bhuj 

starting at 9:58 AM IST and will be seen ending last in Dibrugarh at 2:29 PM IST.

* The eclipse will be visible from much of Asia, Africa, the Pacific, the Indian Ocean, 

parts of Europe and Australia according to timeanddate.com.

Here’s how you can watch the June 21 solar eclipse safely
* The solar eclipse on June 21 will be the last solar eclipse to be seen from India for 

the next 28 months according to the Nehru Planetarium. The next solar eclipse that 

will be visible from India will take place on October 25, 2022.

* This will be an annular solar eclipse. During an annular solar eclipse, the Moon 

covers the Sun from the centre leaving a ring of light visible in the sky. This is because 

the Moon will be far away from Earth, that will make its relative size not big enough 

to cover the Sun completely.

* The June 21 solar eclipse will take place on the same day when India is to mark its 

sixth International Yoga Day.

* During this solar eclipse, the Moon will block off around 70 per cent of the Sun 

according to the Nehru Planetarium.

* Looking directly at the Sun can cause permanent damage to the eye retinas, due 

to which it is recommended that you follow safety precautions.

* The ring of fire will not be seen constantly. It will only be seen when the eclipse is at 

its peak. Before and after that you will only be able to see a crescent shape Sun.
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Solar Eclipse 2020 June 21 highlights: Next Solar Eclipse 
date, timings
When the Sun, the Moon, and the Earth are aligned in a straight line or an almost 

straight configuration, such that the Moon comes between the Sun and Earth blocking 

the rays of Sun from directly reaching the Earth, we witness a solar eclipse. Based 

on the alignment, there are three kinds of solar eclipses — total, partial, and annular 

— along with the addition of a rare hybrid of an annular and a total solar eclipse.

The solar eclipse today is an annular eclipse where the Moon is so far from Earth 

that its relative size fails to cover the Sun completely and leaves the outer rims 

visible, thus creating a ring of fire in the sky. Today the annual solar eclipse will start 

at 9:15 AM IST and will be visible until 3:04 PM IST. The maximum eclipse will take 

place at 12:10 IST. The eclipse will be visible from much of Asia, Africa, the Pacific, 

the Indian Ocean, parts of Europe and Australia.

According to Nehru Planetarium, Bhuj will be the first city in India from where the 

beginning of the eclipse will be visible at 9.58 am. The eclipse will end four hours 

later at 2.29 pm. Looking at the Sun directly can cause permanent damage to the 

retina so it is recommended to use special goggles, welder’s shield, or pin-hole 

imaging technique to see the solar eclipse.

Japan’s coronavirus supercomputer named fastest in world
A Japanese computer used to fight coronavirus has taken the top spot as the world’s 

fastest in all the supercomputer rankings for the first time, announced its developers  

.

The Fugaku supercomputer, developed by Japan’s Riken scientific research center 

and firm Fujitsu, is 2.8 times faster than the US-developed Summit supercomputer 

that is now in second place in the Top500 supercomputer rankings.

Japan’s computer also topped the HPCG, HPL-AI and Graph500 listings, “for the first 

time in history as a single machine simultaneously,” tweeted Riken director Satoshi 
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Matsuoka.

All supercomputers run over 1,000 times faster than a normal computer.

Fugaku, which means Mount Fuji in Japanese, is expected to start full-time operation 

from April 2021, after six years of development.

The computer has already been put to work, fighting the coronavirus pandemic. It 

has been running simulations on how droplets would spread on office spaces with 

partitions installed or packed trains with windows open.

“I hope that the cutting-edge IT developed for it will contribute to major advances on 

difficult social challenges such as COVID-19,” Matsuoka said in a statement.

What are supercomputers used for?

Due to their super-fast processing powers, governments use supercomputers to 

simulate nuclear blasts to perform virtual weapons testing. They are also used for 

modelling climate systems and biotechnology research.

Naoki Shinjo, corporate executive officer of Fujitsu, said he hopes that: “Fugaku 

will show itself to be highly effective in real-world applications.” Shinjo added he 

hopes the supercomputer will play a role in forming Japan’s Society 5.0 project – a 

technology-based society pulling together AI, big data and the internet of things to 

develop society.

A shadow travels across Earth: This is how solar eclipse looks 
from space
A Japanese computer used to fight coronavirus has taken the top spot as the world’s 

fastest in all the supercomputer rankings for the first time, announced its developers  

.

The Fugaku supercomputer, developed by Japan’s Riken scientific research center 

and firm Fujitsu, is 2.8 times faster than the US-developed Summit supercomputer 

that is now in second place in the Top500 supercomputer rankings.

Japan’s computer also topped the HPCG, HPL-AI and Graph500 listings, “for the first 
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time in history as a single machine simultaneously,” tweeted Riken director Satoshi 

Matsuoka.

All supercomputers run over 1,000 times faster than a normal computer.

Fugaku, which means Mount Fuji in Japanese, is expected to start full-time operation 

from April 2021, after six years of development.

The computer has already been put to work, fighting the coronavirus pandemic. It 

has been running simulations on how droplets would spread on office spaces with 

partitions installed or packed trains with windows open.

“I hope that the cutting-edge IT developed for it will contribute to major advances on 

difficult social challenges such as COVID-19,” Matsuoka said in a statement.

What are supercomputers used for?

Due to their super-fast processing powers, governments use supercomputers to 

simulate nuclear blasts to perform virtual weapons testing. They are also used for 

modelling climate systems and biotechnology research.

Naoki Shinjo, corporate executive officer of Fujitsu, said he hopes that: “Fugaku 

will show itself to be highly effective in real-world applications.” Shinjo added he 

hopes the supercomputer will play a role in forming Japan’s Society 5.0 project – a 

technology-based society pulling together AI, big data and the internet of things to 

develop society.

Moon is asymmetric: Scientists provide explanation why far 
and near side are different
The Moon is our planet’s natural satellite, the closest neighbour, and the only 

extraterrestrial body where humans have ever set foot. Still, there is a lot about the 

Moon that we do not know— one of which is its asymmetry. However, a recent paper 

published in the journal Nature Geoscience proposes an explanation for this 

asymmetry backed by evidence.

Since the Moon is tidally locked with Earth, we only see one side of the Moon, which 



aspirantforum.com
THE CRUX OF THE HINDU AND PIB

asp
iran

tforum.co
m

     JUNE
     2020
     VOL.70

    Science, 
Tech and
Environment

Visit aspirantforum.com for Guidance and Study Material for IAS Exam

is also known as the ‘near side’. This Earth-facing side is perpetually different from 

the ‘far side’ that always faces away from Earth.

The near side features dark regions called ‘lunar maria’, which are believed to be 

craters or volcanic features. While scientists earlier believed the far side to be like 

the near side, the first images of the other half taken by non-crewed space probes 

launched by the USSR in the late 1950s and early 1960s revealed that it had almost 

no ‘maria’.

The far side is covered with 1 per cent maria compared with around 31 per cent for 

the near side. Scientists suspected that this asymmetry could offer clues as to how 

the Moon was formed.

Now, using a combination of observation, laboratory experiments, and computer 

modelling, scientists from the Earth-Life Science Institute at Tokyo Institute of 

Technology, the University of Florida, the Carnegie Institution for Science, Towson 

University, NASA Johnson Space Center and the University of New Mexico 

have brought some new clues as to how the Moon gained its near- and far-side 

asymmetry.

 

Thorium concentrations corresponding with KREEP. (Image: NASA)

When NASA’s Apollo missions brought back 382 kg of Moon rocks, scientists figured 

out the relative darkness of these patches was due to their geological composition 

and they were, in fact, attributable to volcanism. They identified a new type of rock 

signature associated with the ‘maria’, called KREEP.
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It is short for rock enriched in potassium (chemical symbol K), rare-earth elements 

(REE), and phosphorus (chemical symbol P). It also contains elements such as 

Uranium and Thorium, the radioactive decay of which generates heat. The thermal 

modelling of the lunar interior suggests that the radioactive decay of these elements 

would have provided a near-side heat source for billions of year and could have 

something to do with this side’s prominent volcanism and the imminent asymmetry 

of the Moon.

However, scientists are yet to find why volcanism and this KREEP signature 

distributed so unevenly between the near and far sides of the Moon. It is believed 

that it is probably a consequence of how the Moon formed when a body the size of 

Mars called Theia slammed into Earth around 4.5 billion years ago, sending debris 

flying into space that recombined into the Moon, but not homogeneously.

 

Distribution of thorium on the lunar surface from the Lunar Prospector mission

Thorium is highly correlated with other radioactive elements (heat producing), 

with most of it being present on the Earth-facing side (near side). The relationship 

between this region and many observed features of lunar history is a key question in 

lunar sciences. Credits: Laneuville, M. et al (2013) Journal of Geophysical Research: 

Planets.

Since most of these lava flows were emplaced early in lunar history, the study adds 

constraints about the timing of the Moon’s evolution and the order in which various 

processes occurred on the Moon.
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“Because of the relative lack of erosion processes, the Moon’s surface records 

geological events from the Solar System’s early history,” explained planetary scientist 

and co-author Matthieu Laneuville of the Earth Life Science Institute in Japan.

“In particular, regions on the Moon’s near side have concentrations of radioactive 

elements like uranium and thorium unlike anywhere else on the Moon. Understanding 

the origin of these local uranium and thorium enrichments can help explain the early 

stages of the Moon’s formation and, as a consequence, conditions on the early 

Earth,” Laneuville added.

The study suggests that the Moon’s KREEP-enriched maria influenced lunar 

evolution since the Moon formed. Laneuville thinks the evidence for these kinds 

of non-symmetric, self-amplifying processes might be found in other moons in our 

Solar System, which may be ubiquitous on rocky bodies throughout the Universe.

Pandemic hits space manned mission, all other projects, says 
ISRO chief
All missions, including the test flight for sending humans into space, planned by the 

Indian Space Research Organisation over the next two years face delay because of 

the disruption caused by COVID19 pandemic, ISRO chairman K Sivan has told The 

Indian Express.

A rescheduled timeline has not been worked out because of continuing uncertainty, 

he said.

“In our work strategy, many of the design and development activities happen in the 

private sector. Because of this pandemic, these industries have not been able to 

operate at their optimum level. As a result, they are not in a position to supply the 

required subsystems for the missions by ISRO. So this will affect all our targeted 

missions over the next few months,” Sivan said.

“In addition, there have been travel restrictions in many states because of which our 

employees have not been able to move around. It has, naturally, affected our work,” 
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he said.

The missions that would have be rescheduled include Chandrayaan-3, planned for 

this year end, and the unmanned test flight for Gaganyaan, India’s first attempt 

at sending humans into space. The main Gaganyaan mission is slated for 2022, 

and that could also be delayed, although Sivan said there was still some scope for 

making up on lost time.

“Our in-house development activities, and research and development has been 

going on. These have not stopped though they too have been affected a bit,” he 

said.

Sivan said the ongoing training of the selected astronauts for the Gaganyaan mission 

in Russia, which had been disrupted due to the pandemic, had resumed and was 

going on “with full steam”.

ISRO had planned 36 missions in the financial year 2020-21, according to a 

government reply to a Parliament question in March. These included the launches of 

10 earth-observation satellites, three communication satellites, and two navigation 

satellites, besides Chandrayaan-3 and Gaganyaan unmanned test flight.

“We have not yet worked out the new timelines for all these missions. There is no 

point in deciding now. There is still a lot of uncertainty. So we have to wait for the 

situation to normalise. Only then we will be able to make a correct assessment and 

decide on realistic timelines,” he said.

Monsoon has covered country at fastest pace since 2013: 
IMD
The southwest monsoon has galloped to cover the entire country at a pace not seen 

since 2013, according to the India Meteorological Department (IMD).

The normal date for the monsoon to span the whole country is July 8. This year, the 

monsoon set in early on its expected date of June 1 and was only briefly stalled due 

to the impact of cyclone Nisarga that struck Maharashtra on June 2.
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Low pressure

“The early advance over Central & Northwest India was facilitated by formation 

of a low pressure area over Bay of Bengal which moved west-northwestwards 

and another cyclonic circulation over central India,” the IMD said in a statement. 

“Considering southwest monsoon onset and advance over the country as a whole, 

there has been normal progress over south and east India, about a week delay in 

advance over northeast India and about 7-12 days early advance over Central and 

northwest India.”

However, the monsoon’s advent into northwest India has not translated into 

significant rainfall in the region. The IMD says that most of the rainfall will be towards 

India’s northeast, at least until June 29.

Usually the monsoon trough see-saws, in that heavy rain in the north-east translates 

to little rain over the rest of the country and when rains wane over the Himalayan 

foothills and the east, it starts to pick up in the rest of the country. “Rains may revive 

over north India by June 28th, but they are unlikely to be very heavy,” tweeted 

Mahesh Palawat, Vice-President, Meteorology, Skymet Pvt. Ltd.

So far the monsoon rainfall in June has been 21% more than what is normal for this 

time of the month.

Watch: NASA releases epic 10-year timelapse of Sun

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) has released a 10-

year timelapse of the Sun prepared from the data collected by the Solar Dynamics 

Observatory (SDO).

The SDO, which has been observing the Sun non-stop for more than a decade 

now, captures an image of the Sun every 0.75 seconds, according to the space 

agency. “SDO has gathered 425 million high-resolution images of the Sun, 

amassing 20 million gigabytes of data over the past 10 years. This information has 
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enabled countless new discoveries about the workings of our closest star and how it 

influences the solar system,” NASA said in a release.

The video shows the rise and fall in activity that occurs as part of the Sun’s 11-year 

solar cycle and notable events, like transiting planets and eruptions.

However, despite the SDO keeping its eye pointed toward the Sun, it did miss a few 

moments. “The dark frames in the video are caused by Earth or the Moon eclipsing 

SDO as they pass between the spacecraft and the Sun. A longer blackout in 2016 

was caused by a temporary issue with the AIA instrument that was successfully 

resolved after a week. The images where the Sun is off-center were observed when 

SDO was calibrating its instruments,” the space agency said.

The music in the video has been composed by German musician Lars Leonhard.

The SDO mission of NASA was launched in the year 2010 to understand the origin 

of Sun’s energy, how the inside of the Sun works, and how energy is stored and 

released in the Sun’s atmosphere. SDO is the first satellite under the Living with a 

Star (LWS) program at NASA.

NASA will pay you a whopping $20,000 to design a toilet for 
moon
NASA will pay you to design a moon toilet that works efficiently. Yes, you read that 

right! NASA has called out the inventors all over the world to develop a toilet that 

can work on future lunar lander spacecraft and not just in microgravity. The winner 

of the best-designed toilet for moon will receive a whopping 20,000 dollars. There’s 

a reward for the second-best and third-best invention as well as they will win 10,000 

and 5,000 dollars respectively.

“This challenge hopes to attract radically new and different approaches to the 

problem of human waste capture and containment,” NASA’s challenge specified in 

an overview posted  .

The winning toilet design of NASA challenge will be used for their program Artemis 
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which plans to land first woman and next man on the moon by 2024.

The existing toilets designed for space can only be used in microgravity and not on 

the moon. Moon’s gravitation force is about a one-sixth when compared to Earth.

In an attempt to encourage inventions from the younger lot, they have also announced 

a prize for the junior category as well. Innovators under 18 years of age will be eligible 

for the challenge. The top three participants from the junior category will receive an 

item of official NASA-logoed merchandise each along with public recognition.

There are a few rules in place for the challenge to make the next-gen moon toilet:

* It should not occupy any more than 4.2 cubic feet in size.

* It should operate with noise levels below than 60 decibels, equivalent of an air 

conditioning unit at 100 feet.

* It should be able to collect a litre of urine and 500 grams of feces simultaneously 

making it usable in case any astronaut suffers from diarrhea.

* As the Artemis program aims at putting the first woman on the moon, the moon 

toilet should be able to deal with up to 114 grams of menstrual blood.

* There should be less than five-minute turnaround time between two uses along with 

the ability to store or throw the waste outside.

Lunar Eclipse July 2020: Date, Timings in India, How and 
Where to watch
An eclipse is never alone. A solar eclipse usually occurs about two weeks before or 

after a lunar eclipse, thus making it a pair of the celestial event. However, at times, 

there are three eclipses in a single eclipse season as evident from the upcoming 

lunar eclipse on July 5, 2020.

The first eclipse of this season occurred on June 5, which was a penumbral lunar 

eclipse and the second eclipse of the season occurred on June 21, which was an 

annular solar eclipse. The third eclipse of the season is going to be a penumbral 

lunar eclipse.
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What is a penumbral lunar eclipse?

A penumbral lunar eclipse takes place when the Earth comes between the Moon 

and Sun and the Moon moves through the faint, outer part of Earth’s shadow. Since 

the shadow is faint, a penumbral lunar eclipse is often mistaken for a regular Full 

Moon.

 

Blood Moon visible during the lunar eclipse. (Representational image: Pixabay)

Penumbral lunar eclipse July: Date and time

The year 2020 will see a total of four lunar eclipses. The first lunar eclipse happened 

in January, the second one occurred in June, the third one will happen in July, and 

the fourth and final one will occur in November. The upcoming penumbral lunar 

eclipse on July 5 will be the third lunar eclipse of the year 2020.

As per timeanddate.com, the penumbral lunar eclipse will start at 8:37 am IST on 

July 5, 2020. It will reach maximum eclipse at 9:59 am and end at 11:22 am on the 

same date.

Will it be visible in India?

The upcoming lunar eclipse will not be visible in India. The regions which will witness 

the penumbral lunar eclipse of July 5 include much of Africa, much of North America, 

South/West Europe, South America, Pacific, Atlantic, Indian Ocean, and Antarctica.
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Unacademy to Conduct Free Scholarship Test
Unacademy, India’s largest learning platform, will be conducting a free scholarship 

test – PRODIGY for IIT JEE, NEET UG and Foundation (Class 9, 10). Through 

this test, learners can assess and evaluate their preparation and work on specific 

areas of improvement on the Unacademy platform. All students taking the live test 

will be provided with an All India Rank, Percentiles, Detailed Solutions, and Test 

Analysis post the test. These Free tests will be conducted on the 13th and 14th 

of June, starting at 9 AM, including Foundation tests for Class 9 & 10 and IIT JEE 

and NEET UG tests for Class 11 &12. Top 50 rankers of each test will also win 

scholarships from a pool of 5 Cr.

PRODIGY is curated by India’s Top Educators and experts keeping in mind the 

pattern of the actual exam and its evolving nature, thereby setting up students 

for success in IIT JEE and NEET UG. These tests will follow the NTA & CBSE 

question patterns respectively and will have a set of 75 questions in IIT JEE, 180 

questions in NEET UG & 100 questions in the exams for 9th and 10th standard 

with a time limit of 180 minutes. Moreover, for students unable to take the live 

tests, there will be an option to take the test at a later time on the platform, as per 

the convenience of the student.

The schedule for the tests is as follows:

Additionally, droppers or repeaters will also get an opportunity to take Unacademy 
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Prodigy. Tests for them will be conducted on the same day and time as the ones for 

Class 12, that is, on June 14.

Details on the format of IIT JEE Scholarship Tests:

● Number of sections: 3

● Total number of questions: 75

● Total time given: 180 minutes

● Total Marks: 300

● Marking scheme: +4 for correct answers and -1 for incorrect answers

Details on the format of the NEET UG Scholarship Tests:

● Number of sections: 3

● Total number of questions: 180

● Total time given: 180 minutes

● Total Marks: 720

● Marking scheme: +4 for correct answers and -1 for incorrect answers

Details on the format of the Foundation (class 9 & 10) Scholarship Tests:

● Number of sections: 3

● Total number of questions: 100

● Total time given: 180 minutes

● Total Marks: 300

● Marking scheme: +4 for correct answers and no negative marking for incorrect 

answers

DC Pandey, Top Educator with Unacademy said, “All IIT JEE, NEET UG & 9th & 

10th standard aspirants should appear for the PRODIGY Scholarship Tests and 

experience the environment of actual exams. It will help in building confidence and 

understanding the areas of improvement”.

About Unacademy:

Unacademy is an education technology platform founded by Gaurav Munjal, 

Roman Saini, and Hemesh Singh in 2015. It was started as a YouTube channel 

by Gaurav Munjal in 2010. Headquartered in Bengaluru, Unacademy is India’s 
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largest learning platform that brings expert educators together with millions of 

students in need of quality education. With more than 10,000 registered Educators 

and 13 million learners, Unacademy is changing the way India learns. The 

Unacademy group consists of Unacademy Subscription, Wifistudy, Chamomile 

Tea with Toppers, and Let’s Crack it Brands. The company is backed by prominent 

investors such as General Atlantic, Facebook, Sequoia India, SAIF Partners, Nexus 

Venture Partners, Steadview Capital, and Blume Ventures.

Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw wins EY World Entrepreneur of the 
Year 2020 Award
Biocon Ltd. announced that its executive chairperson Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw has 

been named the EY World Entrepreneur of the Year 2020 (WEOY) at a virtual 

award ceremony held late  . She has been honoured with the title from among a 

distinguished list of 46 EOY country award winners from 41 countries and territories, 

the Bengaluru-headquartered biopharmaceuticals company said in a statement.

Education gap widened: UNESCO
The COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated inequalities in education systems across 

the world. According to a UNESCO report released, about 40% of low- and lower-

middle-income countries have not supported learners at risk of exclusion during this 

crisis, such as the poor, linguistic minorities and learners with disabilities.

The 2020 Global Education Monitoring Report noted that efforts to maintain learning 

continuity during the pandemic may have actually worsened exclusion trends. During 

the height of school closures in April 2020, almost 91% of students around the world 

were out of school.

“Education systems responded with distance learning solutions, all of which offered 

less or more imperfect substitutes for classroom instruction,” said the report, noting 
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that while many poorer countries opted for radio and television lessons, 55% of low-

income, 73% of lower-middle-income and 93% of upper-middle-income countries 

adopted for online learning platforms for primary and secondary education.

India has used a mix of all three systems for educational continuity. “Even as 

governments increasingly rely on technology, the digital divide lays bare the 

limitations of this approach. Not all students and teachers have access to adequate 

internet connection, equipment, skills and working conditions to take advantage of 

available platforms,” said the report.

School closures also interrupted support mechanisms from which many 

disadvantaged learners benefit.

Resources for blind and deaf students may not be available outside schools, while 

children with learning disabilities or those who are on the autism spectrum may 

struggle with independent work in front of a computer or the disruption of daily 

school routines, said the report.

For poor students who depend on school for free meals or even free sanitary 

napkins, closures has been a major blow. Cancellation of examinations in many 

countries, including India, may result in scoring dependent on teachers’ judgements 

of students instead, which could be affected by stereotypes of certain types of 

students, said the report. Higher drop-out rates are also a concern; during an earlier 

Ebola epidemic in Africa, many older girls never returned to school once the crisis 

was over.

In order to combat the situation, 17% of low and middle-income countries are 

planning to recruit more teachers, 22% to increase class time and 68% to introduce 

remedial classes when schools reopen, said the report. “How such classes are 

planned and targeted will be critical to whether disadvantaged students can catch 

up,” it added.
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Historians ask DUAC to reject Parliament project
A group of nearly 90 architects, historians, environmentalists, academics and artists 

has written to the Delhi Urban Art Commission (DUAC) calling upon it to reject the 

proposal for a new Parliament building as part of the Central Vista redevelopment 

project.

‘Democracy under threat during pandemic’
Over 500 political and civil society leaders, Nobel laureates and rights groups,   

warned that some governments were using the coronavirus pandemic to “tighten 

their grip on power,” undermining democracy and civil liberties.

In an open letter signed by former U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, 

actor Richard Gere and Nobel Peace Prize laureates Shirin Ebadi, Lech Walesa 

and Jose Ramos-Horta, among others, the authors called the ongoing pandemic a 

“formidable global challenge to democracy.”

High stakes

“Democracy is under threat, and people who care about it must summon the will, 

the discipline, and the solidarity to defend it,” the authors wrote. “At stake are the 

freedom, health, and dignity of people everywhere.”

The letter — the aim of which is to raise “awareness and mobilise citizens” — was 

initiated by the Stockholm-based International Institute for Democracy and Electoral 

Assistance (IDEA).

“Just as the pandemic is already having massive economic and social consequences, 

it is very likely already having very profound political consequences,” Kevin Casas-

Zamora, the organisation’s secretary general, told AFP.

Stressing that it was still early days and the full impact on democracy would have to 

be evaluated later, Mr. Casas-Zamora noted there were already worrying signs.

Mr. Casas-Zamora pointed to “cases like Hungary where basically the emergency 

powers invoked by the government had no expiration date.”
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Those powers were lifted however by a unanimous vote in Parliament on June 16 

that took effect the following day.

Mr. Casas-Zamora pointed also to Philippines President Rodrigo Duterte’s expansion 

of emergency powers and El Salvador’s use of detention centres as other causes 

for concern.

Noting that emergency powers were a “legitimate part of the arsenal” of democratic 

governments to deal with exceptional circumstances, Mr. Casas-Zamora said the 

exercise of those powers had to be “proportional to the emergency.”

‘With industries not restarting production, ISRO projects 
affected’
In the last three months how have ISRO and its centres been affected by the COVID-

19 pandemic?

Definitely there has been some impact on our programme because of the lockdown. 

But we are not able to assess it now. We are yet to get stabilised output. We have 

two kinds of activities. One is in-house research and development. The other one 

is project or mission related, done outside in industry. ISRO’s own activities are not 

affected. What is affected is the supply of hardware from industries.

Most of our work is done outside in the industry and we are waiting for the industry 

to start functioning fully. Only then, after some time, can we review and make some 

assessments.

At the same time ISRO is not keeping quiet. Each centre has its in-house facilities 

and is carrying out many developmental activities in full steam.

When do you think you can resume launching satellites?

Because of the widespread impact of the coronavirus pandemic, project activities and 

mission work can be decided only later, when we can rightly assess the situation.

By hardware do you mean satellites, launch vehicles, rocket tanks and systems, 

etc? Could you please elaborate how hardware issues have impacted your 
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projects?

Yes. Hardware for all our programmes is affected. Most of our hardware comes 

from Mumbai and other cities but our vendor industry is not yet fully functional. 

Project work is affected because industry is not fully geared up for production; inter-

state movement [of supplies] is affected and also because employees` movements 

are not normal.

Around 500 small, medium and large industries contribute to the space programme 

... The virus and their effects are spread across the country. Even if hardware is 

made, transporting it [to the respective centres] is the problem. We cannot move 

the rakes, vehicles or the trailers. For example, if they go from Thiruvananthapuram 

to Bengaluru or from Thiruvananthapuram to Sriharikota, they must pass through 

Tamil Nadu and will have to get quarantined.

To what extent do you think the COVID-19 pandemic has hit your annual plan of 

missions? Sometime in March, GISAT-1 was to have been the first domestic launch 

of 2020 but it got deferred.

As I said before, all projects which require industry support are affected. Activities 

like satellite launch and making rockets available are affected. Not only for the 

SSLV, it could be Gaganyaan, Chandrayaan[-3] or every project. It is all interlinked. 

For a launch to take place, launchpad related activities at Sriharikota are done, not 

by the personnel there but by people from Thiruvananthapuram. Those teams are 

not able to travel. However, whether it’s SSLV, Gaganyaan or Chandrayaan[-3,] 

every in-house activity is going on without a problem

Hardship may push people into making drugs for a living: 
UNODC
The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), in its 2020 World Drug 

Report, has highlighted a wide range of possible consequences of the COVID-19 

pandemic on illegal drug production, supply and consumption.
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The report, released  , expressed concern over the adverse impact of the economic 

hardship caused by the pandemic. This could lead to an increase in the number of 

people resorting to illicit activities linked to drugs to make a living.

As experienced during the 2008 economic crisis, it could result in reductions in 

drug-related budgets of the governments; overall increase in drug use, with a shift 

towards cheaper and more harmful drugs.

The measures taken by governments to counter the pandemic inevitably had double-

edged consequences on large-scale drug supply.

Double-edged sword

Some countries, such as Italy, the Niger and countries in Central Asia, have 

experienced a sharp decrease in drug seizures, amid reports that drug traffickers 

have diverted their attention to other illegal activities, including cybercrime and 

trafficking in falsified medicines (in Balkan countries).

Other countries, including Morocco and Iran, have reported huge drug seizures, 

indicating large-scale drug trafficking, while some have reported an increase in 

interdiction resulting from increased controls.

The report, which is in six volumes, said the lockdown could hinder the production 

and sale of opiates in major producing countries. The key months for the opium 

harvest in Afghanistan are March to June. This year’s harvest took place during the 

pandemic.

“A recent uptick in heroin seizures in the Indian Ocean could be interpreted as an 

indication of an increase in the use of maritime routes for trafficking heroin to Europe 

along the ‘southern route’. If confirmed, the shift ... would indicate a change in the 

strategy of drug trafficking organisations as a result of the COVID-19 measures,” 

the report said.

‘Understand the ethos of civil services’
Former President Pranab Mukherjee   said it was important for civil service aspirants 
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to understand the role of the administrative services in a multifaceted country like 

India.

“As aspirants for the coveted civil services of the nation, it is important for you 

to understand the ethos of a civil servant and what is the role of civil service 

administration in a multifaceted nation as India,” the former President said at an e-

conclave organised by Unacademy in association with The Hindu .

“From being instruments of the perpetuation of status quo, the civil service was 

envisaged as implementational agents of [a] mammoth socio-economic and political 

transformation,” Mr. Mukherjee stated.


