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     About the ‘CRUX’

Introducing a new and convenient product, to help the aspirants for the various public services ex-
aminations.
The knowledge of the Current Affairs constitute an indispensable tool for all the recruitment exami-
nations today.However, an aspirant often finds it difficult to read and memorize all the current affairs, 
from an exam perspective.The Newspapers and magazines are full of information, that may or may 
not be useful for the exams. Thus, acandidate is forced to spend a substantial amount of his time in 
selecting and maintaining notes for the current affairs.
Another problem is that it is difficult to get every bit of information, relevant from the exam per-
spective at oneplace. Thus, candidates are often found wasting their time in search of current affairs 
material. It is with this problem in mind that we have come up with the GIST of The Hindu and Press 
Information Bureau(PIB).
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dedication inspire us to keep going. It is our sincere effort to make your journey easier.
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    Courtesy:
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    Press Information Bureau (PIB)
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A crusade for women’s rights
The past two years have seen the Supreme 

Court progressively question patriarchy in 

religion to ensure emancipation for women, 

and set the course for the future. But majority 

decisions in the court continue to rely on legal 

technicalities when it comes to politically-

charged cases like the Ayodhya dispute and the 

arrest of five activists in the Bhima-Koregaon 

violence case.

The court has not shied away from confronting 

age-old personal law practices, usages and 

customs which were considered taboo.

Gender bias

Chief Justice Dipak Misra belled the proverbial 

cat when he wrote in his main opinion that 

“historically, women have been treated 

unequally”. No philosophy has so far convinced 

the large population of this country to open up 

and accept women as equal partners in the 

journey of spirituality, the Chief Justice wrote in 

the Sabarimala case.

In Sabarimala, the court held that the ban 

on women, based on their menstrual status, 

considering them as “polluted” and a distraction 

for worshippers vowed to celibacy, is a “form 

of untouchability”. In no uncertain terms, the 

court told the world that India still practices 

untouchability 63 years after the social evil was 

abolished under the Untouchability (Offences) 

Act in 1955.

The fact that the court, despite the changes in 

Chief Justices, has remained steadfast in its 

objective to realise the equal status of women 

in religion was witnessed in October 2016 when 

a Bench led by then Chief Justice of India T.S. 

Thakur drew a parallel between the restriction 

on women worshipping in Sabarimala temple 

and Mumbai’s famed Haji Ali Dargah. Chief 

Justice Thakur had observed that ‘exclusion’ 

is practised by both Hindus and Muslims and 

the “problem needs to be addressed’”. Hardly a 

week later, the Dargah Trust conceded before 

the court that it had resolved to allow women to 

enter the sanctum sanctorum of the dargah “at 

National
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par with men”.

“Is that not what Your Lordships wanted? Is 

this not progressive?” senior advocate Gopal 

Subramanium, for the Trust, asked the Thakur 

Bench.

The Khehar Court on August 22 last year 

declared the triple talaq unconstitutional and 

anti-Quran. Justice Kurian Joseph, on the 

Constitution Bench, held that “Islam cannot be 

anti-Quran... Triple talaq is against the basic 

tenets of the Holy Quran, and consequently, it 

violates Shariat”.

Over the past year, the Misra Court has 

intervened with the Parsi elders to allow 

Goolrokh Gupta, a Parsi woman, who married 

outside her faith, to pray at the Tower of Silence 

for her departed father. It has also referred to 

a Constitution Bench the question whether 

the practice of female circumcision or khafz , 

prevalent in the Dawoodi Bohra sect, amounts 

to “female genital mutilation” and is a violation 

of women’s right to life and dignity.

However, in the court’s decisions in three cases 

— Aadhaar, Ayodhya and activists’ arrests 

— the dissenting opinions of Justices D.Y. 

Chandrachud and S. Abdul Nazeer resonate 

while the opinions of the majority on the Bench 

led by Chief Justice Misra feel prosaic.

Fighting shy on politics

In the case regarding the arrested activists, the 

majority opinion shared between Chief Justice 

Misra and Justice Khanwilkar retains the probe 

with the Maharashtra police. The two judges do 

not address Justice Chandrachud’s conclusion 

that investigation should go to a SIT as there is 

“prejudice” on the side of the police.

In the Ayodhya case, Justice Nazeer points out 

the question in the 1994 Ismail Faruqui verdict, 

whether ‘offering prayers in a mosque is an 

essential part of Islam or not’, greatly influenced 

the Allahabad High Court’s judgment to divide 

the Ayodhya land in September 2010.

The majority opinion of Chief Justice Misra 

and Justice Bhushan rests comfortably on the 

conclusion that the observation was confined to 

the facts of the Faruqui case.

In the majority opinion in the Aadhaar case, the 

lead opinion by Justice A.K. Sikri holds that the 
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right to provide dignity to the poor outweighs 

the right to privacy. The lead opinion strives for 

balance even as Justice Chandrachud, in his 

minority opinion, argues that it is not necessary 

to sacrifice privacy for dignity.

All eyes on Sevagram Ashram
The quiet surroundings of the Sevagram Ashram 

and the adjoining Wardha town of Maharashtra, 

where Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi spent 

his last 11 years, are bracing for a busy Tuesday 

as political rivals, the Congress and the BJP, 

are battling for the Mahatma’s legacy.

CWC meet

On Mahatma Gandhi’s 150th birth anniversary, 

Congress president Rahul Gandhi will chair a 

‘symbolic’ meeting of the Congress Working 

Committee (CWC), the party’s highest decision 

making body, where the party would give a call 

for the ouster of the BJP and “the atmosphere 

of fear, hatred and violence to quit India.”

Mr. Gandhi will lead a peace march at Wardha, 

address a public rally and sit in a prayer meet 

inside the Sevagram Ashram. The Congress 

leaders will also plant a tree to commemorate 

Gandhiji’s 150th birth anniversary.

Wardha has been chosen for its symbolism as 

it was here in July 1942, the then Congress 

Working Committee adopted a resolution to 

launch the Quit India movement against the 

British.

BJP’s big plans

Not to be outdone, the BJP-led government 

in Maharashtra too has drawn out elaborate 

plans for Tuesday. After paying his respects at 

Sevagram, Maharashtra Finance Minister Sudhir 

Mungantiwar will unveil an electrically powered 

‘charkha’ (spinning wheel) at a community hall 

that the State government is building under the 

Sevagram Development Plan.

Under the plan, the State government has been 

spending money not only on the beautification 

of Wardha with art installation but also on 

improving connectivity between Wardha and 

Nagpur, the nearest city (about 80 km away) 

with an airport.

Local BJP workers, who didn’t want to be quoted, 

said the tallest ‘charkha’, specially made by the 
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J.J. School of Art, just outside Sevagram, would 

remind “the people of the BJP’s effort to honour 

Bapu’s legacy.”

The chief of the Sevagram Ashram Trust, T.R.N. 

Prabhu, told The Hindu that it didn’t involve 

itself with the events of any political party. “I am 

of the opinion that no political activity should be 

done inside the Ashram or in the vicinity. When 

they [the Congress] asked us for CWC meet, 

we declined,” he said.

He, however, clarified that the Ashram permits 

prayer meetings by any group, and that is what 

has been allowed for the Congress.

Another Gandhian trust, Sarva Seva Sangh, 

however, has allowed the Congress to have its 

CWC meet.

Asked about the Maharashtra Minister unveiling 

the charkha on a plot owned by the Ashram or 

giving away prizes to children, Mr. Prabhu said, 

“The prize distribution is a government event 

and not a party programme and the charkha too 

has been built by the State government.”

Proposed vehicle fitness norms may 
hit safety

The move to amend the Central Motor Vehicles 

Act, 1989 (CMV) to enhance the periodicity of 

subjecting transport vehicles to Certificate of 

Fitness (CF) test has come in for flak, as it is 

feared that it will jeopardise road safety and 

cause revenue loss to the exchequer.

The draft rules notified by the Ministry of Road 

Transport and Highways (MoRTH) come close 

on the heels of the Central gazette notification 

of August 6 increasing the axle load of goods 

vehicles. The increase in axle load by 25%, 

without taking into account design parameters, 

will badly affect the mechanical condition of 

goods vehicles and cause wear and tear to 

roads.

The amendment to the CMV Rule 62 sub-rule 

(1) clause (b) says the period for renewal of 

CF will be two years for vehicles registered up 

to eight years ago and one year for vehicles 

registered more than eight years ago. A new 

provision has been included in sub-rule (1) that 

says that CF is not needed up to two years from 

the date of registration for transport vehicles 

sold as fully built ones.
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Earlier, CF for transport vehicles, including 

autorickshaws, vans, taxies, ambulances, and 

all contract and stage carriers, had to be carried 

out every six months. But it was made one year 

when the CMV came into effect in 1989.

Chances for accidents

A top official of the Motor Vehicles Department 

told The Hindu that with the new rule, the chances 

for accidents and fatalities and breakdowns of 

vehicles could not be ruled out.

The CF tests give the MVD a chance to know 

if the vehicle has mechanical defects whether 

it has got insurance cover, it adheres to PUC 

norms, and its motor vehicle tax has been paid, 

and if the vehicle owner is contributing to the 

welfare fund. During routine checks by law-

enforcement agencies, such aspects are rarely 

checked minutely.

Strict norms are followed during the CF tests, 

thus helping in bringing down road accidents 

and fatalities. “Increasing the period for CF 

test to two years will reverse the trend as those 

operating transport vehicles as taxies, vans 

and stage carriers are unlikely to subject the 

vehicles to periodic checks,” he said.

The MVD is considering various options as one 

month has been given to file objections.

Chief Justice Gogoi rings in change
The courtroom then witnessed a brief exchange 

between advocate Ashwini Upadhyay and Chief 

Justice Gogoi while the Bench was dealing with 

the few PIL pleas listed for the day. The Chief 

Justice was irked to find that Mr. Upadhyay, 

dressed in the robes of an advocate, was both 

the petitioner and the lawyer “assisting” his 

own counsel. The Chief Justice commented on 

the lack of decorum. The petition was quickly 

withdrawn.

Change was introduced on the administrative 

side when a new subject-wise roster declared 

that the Chief Justice and his number two judge, 

Justice Madan B. Lokur, would hear PIL pleas. 

Justice Lokur would hear those directed to his 

court by the Chief Justice.

Later in the evening, at a function organised 

by the Supreme Court Bar Association, Chief 

Justice Gogoi said that he and his colleagues 



aspirantforum.com

Vo
l. 

50
 O

ct
. 2

01
8

Vol.50
News and Events of Oct. 2018

Visit aspirantforum.com for  Guidance and Study Material for IAS Exam

were devising a mechanism by which oral 

mentioning would become redundant. Cases 

filed would be listed early by default. There 

would be no unceremonious dropping of cases 

already scheduled for hearing just because 

the court had to accommodate a new one 

mentioned out-of-turn.

Vacancies

Chief Justice Gogoi said that he would also 

prioritise the filling of about 5,000 vacancies of 

judges in lower courts across the country. “We 

will try to do it in about three to four months,” 

CJI Gogoi said. Nevertheless, he said filling 

vacancies alone would not reduce backlog. 

“The solution is in getting the right man” as a 

judge.

CBI receives complaint seeking probe 
into Rafale aircraft deal
Arun Shourie, a former Union Minister and 

two-term BJP Rajya Sabha MP, and lawyer 

Prashant Bhushan   urged Central Bureau of 

Investigation (CBI) Director Alok Kumar Verma 

to open a probe into the Rafale aircraft deal and 

the associated offset contract.

Briefing reporters on their meeting with the CBI 

chief, Mr. Bhushan said Mr. Verma had told them 

that he would examine the complaint carefully 

and take appropriate action. Mr. Shourie and 

Mr. Bhushan submitted a 32-page complaint 

under the Prevention of Corruption Act, besides 

documents that also include media reports.

“The CBI may have to seek an approval from 

the government before registering an FIR, if 

specific officials are named; as I understand, it 

is not required for a preliminary enquiry,” said 

Mr. Bhushan.

In their plaint, Mr. Shourie and Mr. Bhushan 

allege that days before the new deal for 36 

Rafale fighter jets was signed, Dassault had 

been in the final stages of negotiation with India 

for 126 aircraft and that a proposal for HAL to 

be Dassault’s partner in India for manufacturing 

through ‘transfer of technology’ was on the table. 

The complaint also claims ‘abuse of authority’ 

by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Opening doors to women at Sabarimala
With a Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court 
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lifting the decades-old ban on women in the 

10-50 age group from entering the Sabarimala 

Ayyappa Temple, it is up to the Kerala 

government and the Travancore Devaswom 

Board to ensure that women who may choose 

to offer prayers at the temple during the coming 

pilgrim season are given protection. The season 

starts on November 18.

What did the court rule?

On September 28, Chief Justice Dipak Misra 

(now retired) and Justices A.M. Khanwilkar, 

Rohinton F. Nariman and D.Y. Chandrachud 

held that the ban on women in the temple was 

a smear on their dignity and the consequence 

of a hegemonic patriarchy. In her dissenting 

judgment, Justice Indu Malhotra took the 

position that the court could not impose its 

morality or rationality on the form of worship 

of a deity. Doing so, she felt, would negate the 

freedom to practise one’s religion according to 

one’s faith and beliefs.

What does the verdict imply?

The parties to the dispute are likely to seek a 

review of the verdict. A protest against the ruling 

is gathering momentum in the State. As things 

stand, there is no way of knowing how many 

women would turn up at the temple during the 

season. With the political colour that the issue 

has acquired, the State government is treading 

cautiously, hoping that there would not be a 

sudden inflow of women devotees. The police 

will deploy 500 additional personnel at the 

temple.

The temple is situated atop a hill in the deep 

forests of the Periyar Tiger Reserve in the 

Western Ghats in Pathanamthita district. 

Steeped in legend, this ancient forest 

shrine, situated 210 km from Kochi, draws 

pilgrims from different parts of the country. 

With the development of road transport and 

communication facilities, Sabarimala has 

been witnessing a phenomenal increase in the 

number of pilgrims. The Travancore Devaswom 

Board, which administers the temple, estimates 

that around 5 crore devotees had visited the 

temple during the last pilgrim season. The 

season normally begins in mid-November and 

ends in January. The revenue from the temple 
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last year was Rs. 255 crore.

What are the challenges?

The biggest challenge is to create sufficient 

infrastructure to meet a possible increase in 

the number of devotees, especially women. 

The mid-August floods brought down several 

structures at Pampa, where the uphill trek to the 

temple begins. Among these were a temporary 

shelter, which could house 5,000 pilgrims at a 

time, three multi-storey toilet blocks, bathing 

ghats and three bridges across the River Pampa. 

The pumphouse of the Kerala Water Authority 

still remains buried under a huge deposit of 

sand, and the waterlines on the banks of the 

river are clogged with sand, badly affecting 

drinking water supply. The government and the 

Devaswom Board are racing against time to 

put the place back into some shape before the 

season begins.

What’s the government doing?

The State government has entrusted the task of 

rebuilding the Pampa river bank to Tata Projects. 

The foot overbridge that facilitates pilgrims’ 

passage to the trekking path and transport of 

goods to Sabarimala have been restored. The 

real challenge will be restoration of drinking 

water and sewage facilities and creation of 

sufficient temporary facilities for devotees, 

especially women, to stay before and after the 

trek to the temple. For decades, Sabarimala 

has almost exclusively hosted male devotees. 

With the Supreme Court extending the right of 

worship to women, the immediate challenge is 

to make it gender-friendly.

Centre begins work to widen pension 
cover
In its last order on September 12, the Supreme 

Court had said: “As far as the National Social 

Assistance Programme is concerned, even 

though it is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme, the 

contribution made by the Central government 

is minuscule.” The Centre’s contribution to the 

monthly pension is Rs. 200, an amount that has 

remained unchanged for the last 11 years.

“We would like the Union of India to obtain 

all necessary information from each of the 

States and not take unnecessary time to 
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obtain information. The Union of India should 

also ascertain the amount of pension and 

the coverage,” the court added, giving the 

respondents — Centre and States — a period 

of three weeks to file a “proper and effective 

affidavit” on the issue.

In his budget speech in February 2018, Finance 

Minister Arun Jaitley had said the government 

“is implementing a comprehensive social 

security and protection programme to reach 

every household of old, widows, orphaned 

children, divyaang (physically challenged) and 

deprived as per the Socio Economic Caste 

Census (SECC).”

Currently, Below Poverty Line (BPL) criteria 

are used to determine the number of people 

covered under the scheme; if SECC criteria 

are used instead, coverage will double, said 

the senior official. Mr. Jaitley, however, said the 

allocation for the scheme would be unchanged 

at Rs. 9,975 crore.

IAF ready at all times: Air Chief
The Indian Air Force is “ever prepared” to meet 

any contingencies and the recent largest-

ever pan-India exercise Gagan Shakti 2018 

showcased the “operational capability and 

readiness of the IAF,” said Air Chief Marshal 

B.S. Dhanoa  .

“During the exercise, more than 11,000 sorties 

were flown, which include 9,000 sorties by 

fighter aircraft. Over 1,400 officers and 14,000 

men were deployed for the exercise... Focussed 

efforts enabled us to maintain a very high 

dispatch rate of combat assets and combat 

support systems,” he said, addressing the force 

on the occasion of the 86th Air Force Day at the 

Hindon Air Force Station.

The exercise was conducted to practise real-

time coordination, deployment of forces, and 

employment of air power in a realistic short and 

intense battle scenario.

Detailing the force modernisation being 

undertaken, Air Chief Marshal Dhanoa said: 

“The acquisition of 36 Rafale aircraft, the S-400 

missile systems, Apache attack helicopters 

and Chinook heavy-lift helicopters will further 

enhance our capability.”
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Impressive parade

To commemorate the anniversary, the IAF put 

up an impressive air parade. The Dakota-DC3 

aircraft, which played a vital role in the 1947-48 

India-Pakistan war, made its maiden fly past, 

after it was refurbished and presented to the 

IAF by MP Rajeev Chandrasekhar early this 

year. The IAF’s Surya Kiran Aerobatics Team, 

comprising nine Hawk 132 aircraft, and the 

Sarang Helicopter Display Team, too performed 

manoeuvres.

Sabarimala review pleas take 
dissenting judge’s line
Justice Indu Malhotra’s rationale that courts 

should not allow “interlopers” to file PIL pleas 

challenging religious practices is a common 

thread in the review petitions filed in the Supreme 

Court   against the Sabarimala judgment.

Justice Malhotra, in her dissent against allowing 

women aged between 10 and 50 entry into the 

temple, warned that “permitting PILs in religious 

matters would open the floodgates to interlopers 

to question religious beliefs and practices, even 

if the petitioner is not a believer of a particular 

religion, or a worshipper of a particular shrine”.

The right to move the Supreme Court under 

Article 32 for violation of Fundamental Rights, 

must be based on a pleading that the petitioners’ 

personal rights to worship have been violated. 

Entertaining of PIL pleas on religious practices 

by third parties may invite “perils even graver 

for religious minorities”.

Petitioners’ claim

The petitioners did not claim to be devotees of 

the Sabarimala temple where Lord Ayyappa 

is believed to have manifested himself as 

a Naishtika Brahmachari. The Indian Young 

Lawyers Association only said it was involved 

in activities related to the “uplift of women and 

helping them become aware of their rights”.

Former Supreme Court judge Justice K.T. 

Thomas countered Justice Malhotra’s 

reasoning. Justice Thomas was on the Bench 

which first heard the Sabarimala case in the 

Kerala High Court.

“Justice Indu Malhotra said faith is irrational. 

But whenever faith inflicts harm on 
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fundamental rights, the court should intervene. 

An aacharam (custom) should not become 

an anaacharam (bad custom),” he said.

Justice Thomas upheld the principle of 

constitutional morality, where beliefs and 

usages should be in tune with the fundamental 

rights enshrined in the Constitution.

Cites Thapar petition

He pointed to the recent PIL plea filed by 

historian Romila Thapar and four others under 

Article 32 against the arrest of five activists in the 

Bhima Koregaon violence case. “If only affected 

persons can file under Article 32, what about 

the PIL filed by complete strangers highlighting 

the right to dissent and personal liberty of the 

five intellectuals in the Bhima-Koregaon case,” 

he asked.

Justice Thomas disagreed with the 1991 

Kerala High Court decision, which upheld the 

prohibition on women, based on the findings of 

a devaprasnam . “That was certainly not the job 

of a High Court,” the former judge said.

But Justice Malhotra’s dissent was particular 

to PIL pleas filed on religious matters. She 

objected to the Supreme Court delving into the 

validity of long-standing religious customs and 

usages of a sect, at the behest of persons who 

do not subscribe to this faith.

“In matters of religion and religious practices, 

Article 14 can be invoked only by persons who 

are similarly situated, that is, persons belonging 

to the same faith, creed or sect,” Justice 

Malhotra observed.

The minority view emphasised the fundamental 

right under Article 25 of an individual to worship a 

specific manifestation of the deity in accordance 

with the tenets of that faith or a place of worship.

Plea in SC for SIT into Rafale deal
A petition was filed by Rajya Sabha member 

Sanjay Singh   to constitute a Special 

Investigation Team (SIT) under the supervision 

of the Supreme Court to investigate the reasons 

for cancellation of earlier deal for the purchase 

of 126 Rafale fighter jets.

The petition wants the SIT to probe how the 

figure of 36 jets was arrived at, without the 

formalities associated with such a highly 
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sensitive defence procurement. It wants an 

investigation into the alterations made by the 

Defence Ministry about the pricing of the Rafale 

fighter jets in view of the earlier price of Rs. 

526 crore per fighter weapon, India specific 

enhancements, maintenance support and 

services which resulted in the escalation of the 

price of each fighter jets from Rs. 526 crore to 

more than Rs. 1500 crore.

The petition also wants a probe into “how a 

novice company viz. Reliance Defence came 

in picture of this highly sensitive defence deal 

involving Rs. 59,000 crore without having any 

kind of experience in the making of fighter 

jets”. Why Hindustan Aeronautics Limited was 

removed from the deal, the petition asked.

Panel to study issues raised by 
#MeTooIndia
The government will set up a committee of judges 

and lawyers to examine the existing legal and 

institutional framework to deal with complaints 

of sexual harassment at the workplace, Minister 

for Women and Child Development Maneka 

Gandhi announced.

Govt. silent

The decision comes even as the government 

is yet to make a statement on allegations by 

several women journalists against Minister of 

State for External Affairs M.J. Akbar.

“I believe in the pain and trauma behind every 

single complaint. Cases of sexual harassment 

at work must be dealt with a policy of zero 

tolerance. The Ministry will be setting up a 

committee of senior judicial & legal persons 

to examine all issues emanating from the 

#MeTooIndia movement,” Ms. Gandhi tweeted. 

The Minister said the expert committee will 

advise the Ministry to strengthen the existing 

framework. A Ministry spokesperson said a 

formal order on the constitution of the panel is 

expected in a day or two. “It takes a lot for women 

to come out like this. These cases have been 

elephants in the rooms for the last 25 years. 

The question here is how can they prove these 

after all these years... they have faced verbal 

assault, they have been touched, pinched, their 



aspirantforum.com

Vo
l. 

50
 O

ct
. 2

01
8

Vol.50
News and Events of Oct. 2018

Visit aspirantforum.com for  Guidance and Study Material for IAS Exam

clothes have been pulled,” Ms. Gandhi told the 

news agency PTI in an interview.

“The first thing to do is naming and shaming 

these monsters. Naming and shaming will go 

a long way in lessening the pain these women 

have been carrying,” Ms. Gandhi said.

’Statue of Unity’ gets finishing touches 
as unveiling nears
The 182-metre-tall ‘Statue of Unity’ dedicated 

to Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, touted to be the 

tallest statue in the world, is being given final 

touches as it is set to be unveiled by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi on October 31. The 

statue is being built at a cost of Rs. 2,389 crore.

Turtle nesting site in danger
Cyclone Titli and the resultant rains have started 

to degrade the mass nesting site of olive ridley 

turtles at the Rushikulya river mouth in Odisha’s 

Ganjam district. Huge quantities of debris and 

waste material brought by the flooded river 

have been deposited on the coast.

This can be a threat to the nesting site and may 

dissuade the olive ridleys from nesting here 

next year.

According to Rabindranath Sahu of the 

Rushikulya Sea Turtle Protection Committee 

(RSTPC), the seven-km stretch of the olive 

ridley nesting beach from Purunabandha to 

Prayagi is now covered by waste and debris 

carried by flood waters of Rushikulya river.

Expressing concern, Berhampur Divisional 

Forest Officer Ashis Behera hoped that the tidal 

action of the sea in the next few months would 

clean up the beach to some extent.

“The biodegradable waste will decompose 

fast in salt water but we are worried about the 

plastic, polythene and other non-biodegradable 

waste that continue to pile up at the coast near 

the river mouth,” said Mr. Behera.

The Rushikulya river mouth beach is a major 

nesting site of the endangered olive ridley 

turtles.

Before Kumbh, Allahabad to be 
Prayagraj
What’s in a name? For the BJP-led government 



aspirantforum.com

Vo
l. 

50
 O

ct
. 2

01
8

Vol.50
News and Events of Oct. 2018

Visit aspirantforum.com for  Guidance and Study Material for IAS Exam

in Uttar Pradesh it’s a lot, as it has begun 

moves to soon change the name of Allahabad 

to Prayagraj. While the government views it as 

a tribute to the Sangam city ahead of the 2019 

Kumbh Mela, Opposition parties questioned the 

logic behind it.

A proposal to change the name was passed in 

the Kumbh Mela Margdarshak Mandal meeting 

held in Allahabad. Governor Ram Naik who 

presided over the meeting, which included 

several State Cabinet Ministers and Chief 

Minister Yogi Adityanath, also gave his consent.

POCSO Act: no time bar to report 
crimes
Survivors of child sexual abuse can file a 

police complaint after they become adults. The 

government clarified   that there is no time bar 

on reporting such crimes.

The Law Ministry concurred with the opinion of 

the Ministry of Women and Child Development 

that unlike the Code of Criminal Procedure 

(CrPC), the Protection of Children from Sexual 

Offences Act (POCSO), 2012, does not lay down 

a time limit for reporting crimes covered under 

it. “The Ministry of Law, after examining the 

provisions of POCSO Act vis-à-vis provisions of 

the CrPC, has advised that there appears no 

period of limitation mentioned in Section 19 in 

regard to reporting of the offences under the 

POCSO Act, 2012,” according to a statement.

Section 19 of the POCSO Act, which deals with 

sexual crimes against children, lays down the 

procedure for reporting a crime but doesn’t 

specify a time limit or statute of limitation for 

reporting it. Whereas the CrPC lays down 

different time-limits for crimes which carry 

punishment of up to three years, there is no 

time bar for crimes that would attract a jail term 

of more than three years.

This is an important step for survivors of child 

abuse, who may try to file a complaint as adults 

but are turned away at police stations.

“I am optimistic that this will help reduce the 

levels of child sexual abuse,” said 53-year-old 

Canadian scientist of Indian origin, who was 

abused as a pre-teen.
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#MeToo storm pushes Akbar out
Minister of State for External Affairs M.J. Akbar’s 

statement announcing his resignation   was in 

sharp contrast to the defiant note he struck  , 

when he refused to step down and hinted at a 

political agenda to the timing of the allegations 

of sexual harassment against him “ahead of 

elections.”

The government also seemed to support his 

stand as he appeared with External Affairs 

Minister Sushma Swaraj for official meetings   

and met with National Security Advisor Ajit 

Doval.

However the issue snowballed subsequently, 

and   evening a statement signed by 20 

journalists added to the accounts from those 

who had worked at various times with Mr. Akbar 

at the Asian Age , Telegraph , Sunday and 

the Deccan Chronicle , and were willing to testify 

against him. One particularly damaging account 

came from a young journalist who claimed Mr. 

Akbar had invited her to his room, and greeted 

her wearing only his underwear.

According to government sources, in the wake 

of all the #MeToo allegations, it would have 

been difficult to explain Mr. Akbar’s appearance 

in court   as a serving Minister.

“The government felt that it was his call since 

the allegations pertained to his stint in the 

media and did not have anything to with his 

work as a minister, but once he decided to go 

to court, then a call was taken that he should 

do this independently, as a citizen rather than a 

part of the government,” said a senior Minister.

According to sources, the RSS also put 

pressure on the government including a very 

public endorsement of the #MeToo movement 

by the organisation’s joint general secretary 

Dattatreya Hosabale. “It was felt that till now 

the Modi government had successfully avoided 

major taints, scams etc., why should they allow 

the negativity of this issue to attach itself,” said 

a source. Mr. Akbar is the first Minister to step 

down in this manner under public pressure 

during Mr. Modi’s tenure.

‘We feel vindicated’

Reacting to the resignation, journalist Priya 

Ramani against whom Mr. Akbar filed the 
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defamation case, tweeted, “As women we feel 

vindicated by M.J. Akbar’s resignation. I look 

forward to the day when I will also get justice 

in court.”

Another journalist Ghazala Wahab, who has 

accused Mr. Akbar of molesting her in office, 

told The Hindu that she would support Ms. 

Ramani in court. “I feel euphoric. I would 

like to believe that he responded to voice of 

conscience. I would not see it as a beginning 

or end of the Me Too movement, which I hope 

reaches small towns and villages too.”

Red Fort to witness another flag 
hoisting
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will join a flag-

hoisting ceremony at the Red Fort   to mark the 

75th anniversary of the ‘Azad Hind government’ 

headed by Subhas Chandra Bose.

Interacting with BJP workers via video-

conference, Mr. Modi announced his plans to 

attend the ceremony.

Traditionally, the Prime Minister hoists the 

Tricolour at the Red Fort on Independence Day.

Mr. Modi said that while the Congress 

neglected great personalities such as Bhim Rao 

Ambedkar, Bose and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 

the BJP believed in remembering everybody 

who contributed to nation-building. On October 

21, 1943, Bose announced the formation of the 

country’s first independent government.

Bonds soon to meet power subsidy to 
agriculture connections
The State government’s subsidy bill towards 

agricultural connections is on the rise during the 

last four years with the demand for connections 

increasing significantly.

It has to foot a subsidy bill of about Rs. 6,030 

crore during the current fiscal. As the budgetary 

allocations do not match the demand, it is 

contemplating issuing bonds in near future.

The subsidy on the connections was Rs. 3,186 

crore during 2014-15, the year of bifurcation. 

Since then, the subsidy payable as per 

tariff order of the Andhra Pradesh Electricity 

Regulatory Commission (APERC) has been 

increasing.
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It was Rs. 3,700 crore during the last fiscal, 

2017-18. But, there is a quantum jump with 

the government “clearing a huge number of 

pending applications” in the last couple of years, 

officials say. When contacted, Energy Minister 

Kimidi Kala Venkat Rao said the demand for 

connections had been increasing by the day.

It was very high in districts like Prakasam, 

Kurnool and Anantapur where farmers were 

facing drought conditions. For instance, 41,985 

applications were received in Anantapur district 

and 25,476 in Kurnool. Also, there had been an 

increase in the subsidy to the power supply in 

the agriculture sector. “As the government has 

to provide Rs. 6,030 crore subsidy this year, we 

are planning to issue bonds,” he says.

The Andhra Pradesh Power Finance 

Corporation would pay Rs. 4,000 crore through 

the budgetary allocation.

And the Corporation would have to raise the 

bonds for the rest. The State government 

stands guarantee to it. Of the subsidy amount, 

the APSPDCL would get Rs. 4,937 crore and 

the APEPDCL Rs. 1,093 core, he says.

The government has already given 2,69,303 

agriculture connections.

The number of connections across the State 

stands at 17.20 lakh.

And, more than 1.79 lakh applications were 

received so far. Of this, 23,776 services were 

released and the remaining were being released 

in a phased manner.

GVMC serves notices on water tax 
defaulters
With the water tax arrears keeping piling up 

for the past several years, amounting up to 

Rs. 31.15 crore, the Greater Visakhapatnam 

Municipal Corporation (GVMC) has started 

issuing demand notices against the defaulters.

Even as the collection of water tax for the bulk 

and semi-bulk connections has been good, the 

officials say that many of the 2.1 lakh household 

connections have been defaulting on the 

payment and this has prompted the civic body 

to initiate actions.

The records suggest that collection of property 

tax has been good with 90 % of the target set 
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for the for the first half of the fiscal year having 

been reached. The water tax payment for this 

fiscal year has also been reasonably good, with 

realisation of Rs. 9 crore of the total Rs. 28.55 

crore.

However, the collection of arrears has been 

good as desired. About Rs. 3 crore, which is 

only 10 % of the target, has been realised from 

April 1 thus far.

After reviewing the situation, Municipal 

Commissioner M. Hari Narayanan recently has 

asked the officials to launch a special drive to 

ensure the collection of the pending amount.

“From September, we have started issuing 

notices to the defaulters, urging them to pay 

the pending amount. After around 20 days of 

the notices issued, disconnection notices are 

being served in case the defaulters do not pay 

the amount. So far, around 400 household 

connections have been disconnected after the 

house owners have failed to respond to both 

the notices,” said a GVMC official.

Some of the arrears may relate to issues such 

as household connections getting converted to 

semi-bulk and not disconnected and etc. Such 

issued will be resolved soon, he added.

Enterprise Resource Planning

Meanwhile, the GVMC has sent data for 

creation of a module after the government has 

launched the Enterprise Resource Planning 

(ERP) system across the State. The ERP is 

software which helps an organisation use a 

system of integrated applications to manage 

business and automate back-office operations.

According to the officials, the GVMC’s module 

is still running. “Earlier, many citizens could not 

pay water tax along with property tax as it did 

not reflect online. Then an early bird incentive 

was offered in April. We might do so now,” said 

another official.

The revenue from bulk and semi-bulk 

connections has been good. Against the current 

target of Rs. 67.92 crore from 77 industries, Rs. 

64.88 crore has been realised so far. From the 

5,123 semi-bulk connections, against Rs. 5.77 

crore current demands, Rs. 4.7 crore has been 

realised.
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SC dismisses plea to lower 
marriageable age of men
The Supreme Court   dismissed a PIL petition 

seeking a judicial order to lower the legal 

marriageable age of men from 21 to 18 years.

A Bench led by Chief Justice of India Ranjan 

Gogoi imposed Rs. 25,000 costs on petitioner-

lawyer Asok Pande, and said there was no 

public interest in his petition.

Mr. Pande argued that men could join the Army 

or vote at the age of 18, and then why not marry.

“If any 18-year-old person approaches us with 

such kind of a petition, then we will give him 

the cost deposited by you [Mr. Pande],” Justice 

Gogoi observed orally.

The Bench said in such cases, the affected 

persons should come to court.

The petition challenged the provisions of the 

Child Marriage Restraint Act, the Special 

Marriage Act and the Hindu Marriage Act, 

which deal with the minimum marriageable age 

for men and alleged that they were violative of 

various fundamental rights guaranteed under 

the Constitution.

It contended that the provisions were 

“unreasonable, unjust and improper” and 

also violative of Article 15 which prohibits 

discrimination on grounds of religion, race, 

caste, sex or place of birth.

Supreme Court to list review petitions 
today
The Bench had said “treating women as 

the children of a lesser God is to blink at the 

Constitution.” It was a “form of untouchability” 

abolished decades ago. The ban on women 

was derogatory to equal citizenship. The right 

to practise religion should yield to the right of 

dignity of women aged between 10 and 50, it 

said.

The review petitions, including the one filed 

by Shylaja Vijayan, president of the National 

Ayyappa Devotees Association, have argued 

that ‘reform’ does not mean rendering a religious 

practice out of existence on the basis of a PIL 

plea filed by ‘third parties’ who do not believe in 

the Sabarimala deity.

The Nair Service Society, in its review petition, 
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has contended that the court should take judicial 

notice that an “overwhelmingly large section of 

women worshippers are supporting the custom 

of prohibiting entry of females between the age 

of 10 and 50 years at Sabarimala temple.”

The lifting of the prohibition at the instance of 

third parties, in spite of opposition by a large 

section of women worshippers, is anomalous, 

the petition said.

A review plea by the Chetna Conscience of 

Women has argued that a Pandora ’s Box 

would be opened if a constitutional court began 

entertaining petitions which purely pertain to 

faith, customs, practices and beliefs.

Meanwhile, a separate petition filed by the 

Akhila Bharatheeya Ayyappa Dharma Prachara 

Sabha, has asked the apex court to direct 

the Kerala government and the Travancore 

Devaswom Board to bar “non-Hindu” women 

from trekking up the hill to the Sabarimala 

temple. The Sabha, represented by advocate 

V. Usha Nandini, said action should be taken 

against “erring officials” from using the state 

machinery to create communal disharmony by 

promoting non-Hindu women to trek up the hill 

to the temple.

Bangladesh question looms over 
Citizenship Bill
As the deadline for a joint committee of Parliament 

on the contentious Citizenship (Amendment) 

Bill, 2016, nears an end, some members asked 

whether it was possible to present the Bill in a 

truncated form by excluding Bangladesh. The 

Bill proposes citizenship to persecuted Hindus, 

Jains, Sikhs, Parsis, Christians and Buddhists 

from Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh 

who came to India before 2014.

Violation of equality

The joint committee met   to discuss the Bill, 

posing questions to the Ministries of Home, 

Foreign and Law whether the proposed 

law violated provisions of Article 14 of the 

Constitution that guarantees equality before 

the law and prohibits discrimination on grounds 

of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth. 

One of the members also raised concerns if 

acknowledging the minorities from Bangladesh 
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as “persecuted minorities” would hurt relations 

with the neighbouring country.

Another member said the draft legislation had 

unnecessarily led to a volatile situation in the 

northeast as Assam faced violent protests.

There has been a strong resistance to the Bill in 

BJP-ruled Assam.

A source told The Hindu that BJP’s Rajendra 

Agrawal, chairperson of the joint committee, 

was keen that the report be submitted during 

the winter session of the Parliament, as the 

tenure of the committee would lapse.

Indian markets not in a bear phase yet
Joseph Bernhard Mark Mobius is among the 

best-known emerging markets fund managers. 

After having spent over 25 years at Franklin 

Templeton – including being the lead manager 

of Templeton Emerging Markets Investment 

Trust – the 82-year-old stepped down early this 

year to start Mobius Capital Partners. In India 

for the Morningstar Investment Conference, 

the investment guru says that India should look 

at the positive side of the fall in the rupee by 

encouraging exports and taking advantage of 

the U.S.-China trade war. Excerpts:

Do you expect the rupee to fall further? What 

will be the impact on the stock markets?

You might see another 10% correction in the 

rupee from the current levels. I think the stock 

market has not completely priced it in. Although 

the rise in the U.S. interest rate and dollar is 

already priced in, we may see some more 

correction once the market level rises.

Indian equity markets have been quite 

volatile and even corrected a lot from the 

highs. Some are even saying that we are in 

a bear market?

Well, it depends on how you define a bear 

market. But while emerging markets are down 

20%, Indian markets held up pretty well. So, I 

don’t think that Indian markets have entered a 

bear market in a true sense since it is said that 

a 20% fall from the high is a bear market. While 

I think there will be further corrections but those 

will not be huge. There are a lot of potentially 

good things, but the big problem you have in 

India is liquidity. There is an infrastructure 
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company in trouble that has reverberated in the 

whole system. So, banks are constrained and 

that affects everybody.

What are the key concerns?

Liquidity is the main concern. And, the issue 

is that despite the liquidity problems, the 

restrictions on capital coming in are very severe. 

In our case, we had to wait for six months to 

get approval to enter the Indian market. So 

that makes it difficult. Another big worry is the 

continuity of the reform movement. That is very 

important.

The Modi government has to keep hammering 

away at these changes. There has been a 

misstep in currency (demonetisation). That 

was unfortunate because it set back a lot of the 

reforms that he wanted to do. But, I think going 

forward he really has to accelerate the reforms. 

And that will solve all your problems. Oil may 

go to $100 or even $120 but you got to have 

exports in order to pay for that. That is why this 

is very critical for India.

Are you saying this is a good time for India 

to streamline regulations for exports?

You have a situation where the factory of the 

world is China. Why is it the factory of the world? 

Because of its exports to the U.S., which is, by 

far, the biggest consumer? Just think about it. 

U.S. has a $300 billion trade deficit with China 

each year.

Now, if India could get $100 billion or $200 

billion of that, can you imagine what it would 

mean for foreign reserves? You will not have 

to worry about the oil price if you are exporting 

to that degree. But how do you get this? You 

have to make it easy for people to come in and 

manufacture.

For example, China brought in a one-stop 

policy, which means that you come to just one 

office and get everything done. You get all the 

licences in one stop. That makes it easy. And I 

am not just talking about foreign investors. I am 

also talking about domestic investors as they 

also have the same problems. If you make it 

easy for them, then capital will come in.

October is turning out to be one of the worst 

months in terms of foreign money outflows.

I think we will probably see a slowdown in the 
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outflows because the situation globally is that 

money is coming back into emerging market 

funds. But, it also depends on what share India 

can get of that.

In our case, we want to put $20 million into the 

country but can’t due to the restrictions and so 

we have to go to elsewhere.

Priority is for public health, says court
The Supreme Court   refrained from imposing 

a complete ban on firecrackers, even while 

emphasising that the right to health of millions 

is far more important than averting an economic 

loss to the firecracker industry.

“When the court is called upon to protect the 

right to life, economic effect of a particular 

measure for the protection of such right to 

health will have to give way to this fundamental 

right,” a Bench of Justices A.K. Sikri and Ashok 

Bhushan observed in their 54-page judgment. 

They also acknowledged that the State actually 

suffered an equal, if not greater, economic loss 

if a hazardous industry or bursting of crackers 

ended up causing a rash of ailments in the 

community.

The firecracker industry, strongly backed by the 

Tamil Nadu government, had argued that there 

was no definite study to show that bursting 

of crackers worsened the air quality during 

festivals such as Deepavali.

The industry argued that the revenue from the 

manufacture and sale of fireworks came to 

Rs. 6,000 crore a year. “Such a revenue to the 

State as well as employment on which five lakh 

families sustain cannot be put in jeopardy by 

imposing a total ban. It is emphasised that there 

is a necessity to adopt a balanced approach,” 

the cracker manufacturers had argued.

The judgment said though the right to health 

was part of the fundamental right to life under 

Article 21 and assumed “greater importance,” 

the “endeavour” of the court right now was to 

strive for a balance between the right to public 

health and the right to occupation of the industry.

SC bans sale of BS-IV vehicles from 
2020
The Supreme Court   banned the sale and 
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registration of motor vehicles conforming to the 

emission standard Bharat Stage-IV in the entire 

country from April 1, 2020.

It said pollution hasreached an “alarming and 

critical” level all over India. “It brooks no delay,” a 

three-judge Bench of Justices Madan B. Lokur, 

S. Abdul Nazeer and Deepak Gupta observed 

in a 20-page judgment.

The country will have to shift to the cleaner 

Bharat- VI fuel from April 1, 2020. Bharat Stage 

(BS) emission norms are standards instituted 

by the government to regulate output of air 

pollutants from motor vehicles. The BS-IV norms 

have been enforced across the country since 

April 2017. In 2016, the Centre had announced 

that the country would skip the BS-V norms 

altogether and adopt BS-VI norms by 2020.

The apex court said there cannot be any 

compromise on the health of citizens and this 

has to take precedence over the “greed” of a 

few automobile manufacturers who want to 

stretch the timeline.

Skill development centres to be set 
up on PPP model

The Centre has decided to set up skill 

development institutes on government land, 

in partnership with private players, across 

the country. The Union Cabinet approved the 

scheme, according to an official statement.

The public-private partnership model will be 

adopted to set up the institutes — to be called the 

Indian Institutes of Skills — at select locations, 

based on demand and available infrastructure.

The institutes are expected to help boost the 

global competitiveness of key industry sectors 

by providing high-quality skill training, applied 

research education and a direct and meaningful 

connection with the industry.

“It will also provide opportunity to aspiring youth 

across the country to have access to highly 

skilled training, and enhance the scope of 

accountability through its linkage with industry 

and global competitiveness across sectors,” the 

statement said.

Centre’s nod for Rs. 7,522 cr. fisheries 
fund
The Centre has set up a Rs. 7,522-crore fund 
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to create infrastructure facilities for the fisheries 

sector and help boost annual fish production to 

20 million tonnes by 2022-23 from the current 

production of 11.4 million tonnes.

The establishment of the Fisheries and 

Aquaculture Infrastructure Development Fund 

was approved by the Cabinet Committee on 

Economic Affairs, said an official statement. 

Loan lending will be over a period of five years till 

2022-23 and maximum repayment will be over 

a period of 12 years, inclusive of a moratorium 

of two years on repayment of principal.

Centre launches two schemes to 
promote higher education research
The Centre   announced two schemes to promote 

higher education research in India: IMPRESS, 

dealing with social science research projects 

and coordinated by the ICSSR, and SPARC, 

involving foreign collaboration mainly in science 

research, coordinated by IIT Kharagpur. The 

Hindu was the first to report in June that the 

ICSSR had sent the IMPRESS proposal to the 

HRD Ministry.

Supreme Court puts CVC, Verma on a tight 

leash

The Supreme Court’s 14-day time limit for an 

investigation into the allegations against CBI 

Director Alok Verma and the appointment of a 

former Supreme Court judge to oversee it have 

put him and the Central Vigilance Commission 

on a tight leash.

The order serves two purposes. One, it 

addresses the CVC’s grouse that Mr. Verma 

was obstructing its investigation and refusing 

to cooperate. The appointment of Justice A.K. 

Patnaik serves as an assurance against delay. 

The order ensures that Mr. Verma is given a fair 

opportunity. But the court found it unnecessary 

to stay the inquiry. It further was careful to add 

that the appointment of Justice Patnaik in a 

supervisory capacity should not be “understood 

to be casting any reflection on any authority of 

the Government of India”.

Two, the court did not stay the CVC order of 

October 23, divesting Mr. Verma of the functions 

and duties of CBI Director. To Mr. Verma’s 

submissions   that his exile without the previous 
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consent of the Prime Minister’s panel amounts 

to a “breach”, the court clarified it would examine 

the aspect but the cloud over Mr. Verma should 

have to clear first.

The inquiry by the CVC is based on an August 

24 letter it received from the Cabinet Secretary.

‘Serious allegations’

The October 23 order of the CVC divesting 

Mr. Verma of his functions and duties as CBI 

Director begins with a mention of the letter.

The order said the allegations against Mr. 

Verma are “serious in nature havingprima 

facie vigilance angle”.

The CVC order specifically mentions three 

— payment of a Rs. 2-crore bribe by Sana 

Satish Babu to the CBI Director to avoid further 

interrogation in the Moin Qureshi case, “undue 

interference and efforts” by him to exclude 

a main suspect in an IRCTC case, issuing of 

instructions against searching the premises of 

RJD leader Lalu Prasad and later changing his 

mind after learning of a court order.

The CVC order concluded that Mr. Verma did 

not furnish documents despite repeated notices.

Asthana’s case

CBI Special Director Rakesh Asthana moved 

the Supreme Court   against the Centre’s 

decision to divest him of duties.

Claiming that he was a “whistle-blower” in the 

CBI ranks, Mr. Asthana sought the removal of 

the agency’s Director Alok Verma. Mr. Asthana, 

in his petition, said he had approached the 

Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) on August 

24 with the corruption complaint against the CBI 

Director. He accused the Centre of favouring 

Mr. Verma.

‘Prepare for post-U.S. era in Kabul’
U.S. talks with the Taliban are an indicator that 

its options in Afghanistan are narrowing, and 

India and China should seek more avenues 

of cooperation there for regional stability, says 

U.S. academic and former senior adviser to 

the U.S. on Afghanistan and Pakistan, Barnett 

Rubin .

The U.S. continues to engage with the 

Taliban, with a second round of talks in Doha 

recently, despite Taliban escalating violence 

in Afghanistan. Why?
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When you’re at war, you don’t engage with your 

enemy despite the fact that they’re engaging 

in violence, but because they’re engaging 

in violence and you want to end it. The U.S. 

has concluded that its military options have 

accomplished whatever they are going to 

accomplish. In addition, the Afghan government 

has been pushing for talks with the Taliban for 

some time.

Remember, the U.S. is far away and Afghanistan 

is landlocked, so whatever the U.S.’s leadership 

says about being committed, eventually the U.S. 

will leave, and we have to prepare the way for 

that and people in the region need to prepare 

for a post-American era in Afghanistan.

Despite President Donald Trump’s January 1 

tweet threatening Pakistan, nothing appears 

to have changed in terms of support to terror 

groups and safe havens. Has the U.S. run 

out of levers over Pakistan today?

The U.S. has much less leverage over Pakistan 

now than it ever had before, because Pakistan is 

so much closer to China, and China is so much 

bigger than it used to be. Also, the U.S. still 

needs access to Afghanistan through Pakistan, 

because the options — Iran, and the northern 

route through Russia — are even more difficult 

as we have put sanctions on both. We could put 

sanctions on Pakistan, but only if the U.S. no 

longer has troops in Afghanistan.

Why do you think the U.S. will pull out 

eventually?

Because Trump doesn’t want to be there. Most 

of what he does is motivated by domestic policy. 

There is no or very little political support in the 

U.S. to continue fighting in Afghanistan. The 

appointment of Zalmay Khalilzad as special 

envoy for reconciliation is also contrary to the 

U.S. policy that talks were not essential to the 

South Asia Policy. I think Trump has never been 

enthusiastic about the war in Afghanistan. He 

gave the military a chance, but has now given 

them some sort of a deadline, and he doesn’t 

want to campaign for the 2020 elections with 

troops still fighting in Afghanistan.

You have said that India and China should 

cooperate further on Afghanistan, but they have 

fundamental differences over the CPEC/BRI 
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and China’s stand on designating terrorists in 

Pakistan. Can they overcome those differences?

Both India and China need a stable region 

to help their big plans for growth. There is a 

possible railroad project in Afghanistan for a rail 

link, for example, that Uzbekistan has asked 

India to participate in, and I think it should be 

encouraged, as it would effectively connect 

China to Chabahar and would give China 

options to Gwadar. So the India-China conflict 

should not preclude cooperating from time to 

time when their interests converge.

Centre files Rafale deal details in SC
The Centre   submitted to the Supreme Court 

details of the decision-making process for the 

purchase of 36 Rafale fighter jets in a fly-away 

condition from France’s Dassault Aviation.

The details of the decision-making process 

were filed with the Secretary General of the 

Supreme Court in a sealed cover as directed by 

the Court on October 10 while hearing a PIL by 

advocate M.L. Sharma.

Directing that the information be furnished in 

a sealed cover and should reach the court by 

October 29, the court had said it was not issuing 

notice to the respondents.

The court had sought information from the 

government as Attorney General K.K. Venugopal 

said the purchase of the French fighter aircraft 

concerned national security and described the 

petition as“political interest litigation”.

Mr. Sharma had referred to the pricing of the 

aircraft that had been quoted at different points 

of time before different forums to stress that the 

price being paid by India was high.

Statehood sought for Assam’s Barak 
Valley
A students’ organisation has advocated 

statehood for southern Assam’s Barak Valley 

because of a “sharp division” between linguistic 

groups created by the National Register of 

Citizens and Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 

2016.

Barak Valley comprising three districts — 
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Cachar, Hailakandi and Karimganj — is Bengali-

dominated. The relationship between the people 

of this valley and the Assamese-dominated 

Brahmaputra Valley has been ambivalent.

“Organisations such as All Assam Students’ 

Union, Krishak Mukti Sangram Samiti and pro-

talks ULFA are making lives of Bengalis hell over 

the Citizenship Bill and NRC. It would be better if 

Barak Valley breaks away from Assam,” Pradip 

Dutta Roy, advocate and founder-president of 

the All Cachar Karimganj Hailakandi Students’ 

Association, said in Silchar  .

He also said that the Assam beyond Barak Valley 

should be divided into three parts — Bodoland, 

NC Hills-Karbi Anglong and Kamatapur — to 

ensure peace.

“We don’t want to hurt the Assamese people. 

They can live in peace all alone,” Mr. Dutta Roy 

said, lamenting that CM Sarbananda Sonowal’s 

dream of unity between Barak and Brahmaputra 

valleys “will remain a dream”.

AASU general secretary Lurinjyoti Gogoi said 

a few people have been driven by a divisive 

agenda to derail the NRC process.

India invites Italian firms to invest in 
defence sector
India   invited Italy to participate in the defence 

sector under the “Make in India” scheme. The 

invitation was extended during the high level 

discussion between visiting Prime Minister 

Giuseppe Conte and Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi, which also included an agreement to 

counter terror financing and state sponsors of 

terrorism.

“India invited Italian defence equipment 

manufacturing companies to invest in India 

under the Make-in-India initiative and to 

collaborate with Indian companiesa for design 

and construction of defence equipment” said a 

Joint Statement issued at the conclusion of Mr. 

Conte’s visit.

India and Italy held the 9th Military Group 

Meeting earlier in October in which they 

agreed on cooperation in 2019. Tuesday’s 

announcement was the first time when the 

two countries have agreed on joint defence 

production since the AugustaWestland case 

exploded in 2013. India’s Scorpene submarine 
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project has suffered due to the controversy which left the submarines without the Black Shark 

torpedoes.

Mr. Conte’s visit is the first since he took charge in June 2018. He Conte also indicated support 

for India’s quest for membership in the Nuclear Suppliers Group and underlined Rome’s support 

to India’s membership in the global technology export groups.
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Amul alternative economic model: PM
Inaugurating a new chocolate-making factory 

set-up by dairy giant Amul in Gujarat, Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi   said a cooperative 

like Amul is a viable economic alternative to 

capitalist and socialist models.

The factory is an expansion of an already 

functional confectionery unit of Amul near 

Anand. The Gujarat Cooperative Milk 

Marketing Federation is India’s largest farmers’ 

cooperative.

Credits Sardar Patel

Mr. Modi credited Sardar Patel, who founded 

the Kheda Milk Union, for creating the model. 

“Sardar saheb sowed the seed for a third 

economic model — controlled neither by 

government nor capitalists. Instead, it was 

created with the cooperation of farmers and 

people and everybody was a part of it. This is one 

viable alternative to socialism and capitalism,” 

Mr. Modi said.

“It fills me with pride that it is the result of a 

farmers’ cooperative movement of over seven 

decades that Amul has become an identity, 

inspiration and necessity in the country,” the PM 

said, while addressing a gathering of farmers 

after the inauguration. He called upon Amul to 

set a target for making India the third largest milk 

processor in the world, from its current ranking 

of 10th, by the time the nation completed 75 

years of its existence.

The new plant is a Rs. 533-crore premium 

chocolate plant. A nutritional food unit, the Anand 

Agriculture University Centre of Excellence in 

Food Processing, and a Rs. 20 crore Vidya Dairy 

ice cream plant were launched simultaneously.

The Prime Minister also launched a solar 

cooperative society at Mujkuwa village, 

constructed with the help of the Anand-based 

National Dairy Development Board.

In Kutch, the Prime Minister inaugurated a 

gas pipeline and LNG (liquefied natural gas) 

terminal set up by the Gujarat State Petroleum 

Corporation.

Economy
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‘Decision-making can’t be influenced 
in listed companies’
State-owned oil marketing company (OMC) 

Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited 

(HPCL) generated heated debates when it 

chose not to recognise ONGC as its parent even 

after the latter bought 51% stake in HPCL from 

the government for Rs. 37,000 crore. HPCL’s 

chairman and managing director Mukesh Kumar 

Suranaexplains the position. Edited excerpts:

What is the status of ONGC’s acquisition of 

HPCL?

As far as the acquisition is concerned, on 31st 

January the government has transferred its 

51% stake to ONGC. So, the transaction is 

complete.

HPCL created a controversy by not recognising 

ONGC as parent...

The controversy is created by the people who 

are reading different pieces of inputs and 

then trying to put it together. There are certain 

definitions as per the Companies Act, as per 

SEBI, based upon which various companies, 

when such transaction happens, are supposed 

to perform.

I would like to clarify that we have served the 

clarifications and I don’t see any controversy 

to that effect. Ultimately, whatever is correct 

[information] should go to the exchanges. 

Actually, it does not matter materially in the 

functioning.

The promoter control/holding is not decided 

by the shareholders. There is a definition. We 

have already done some filings and asked for 

clarifications. We have made the filing as per 

our understanding of the statute.

You have retained the position of CMD of 

HPCL while the corporate governance structure 

requires having just one chairman for the group 

and subsidiaries headed by MD and CEOs...

It’s not for me to decide. The director and 

chairman of all public sector companies, 

irrespective of whosoever is the owner, will be 

decided by the government.

Even for OVL, which is the wholly-owned 

subsidiary of ONGC, the directors are decided 

by the government. Actually, its not even 

important if I am the chairman or not. Basically, 
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the question is on the autonomy for the function. 

Things should be decided based on the rationale 

and not the envelope.

Most government energy firms have got the 

Maharatna status. When can we expect HPCL 

to get such a status?

We are qualifying on all the eligibility criteria 

for Maharatna status and we have made an 

application for the same. There is a process 

that we need to go through and it involves 

various Ministries. There are defined powers 

after getting the Maharatna status. Basically, it 

relates to decision making for projects. Up to 

which level you can decide at board level and 

at which level you need go to the government.

So, after getting Maharatna tag, will you be on 

par with ONGC?

There is no question of being at par or not at 

par. Both companies are individually managed 

by their own boards. Today also we take our 

own decisions and tomorrow also we will take 

our own decisions. To some extent, beyond 

a particular level, we need to go to [the] 

government, which will also reduce after getting 

Maharatna status.

You mean to say that ONGC, even after 

becoming HPCL’s promoter, can’t influence 

your decision-making?

The question is that in any case, you can’t 

influence the decision-making in a public listed 

company because it has to be taken by the 

board.

Otherwise, it will not be considered correct as 

per law itself. The ownership and management 

are treated at arm’s length in listed companies. 

What you are talking is applicable to the non-

listed companies. Listed companies will have 

to be managed by the company’s board as per 

SEBI guidelines and Companies Act.

MRPL has always been the bone of contention 

between co-promoters ONGC and HPCL. How 

does the equation change now?

It has never been the bone of contention. 

Controlling stake is a different issue and control 

is a different issue. You can hold control even 

after having a 5% stake. One thing is that the 

total management of the things should be based 

upon the pure skill sets. ONGC and HPCL have 
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different skill sets and different focus areas. 

They (ONGC) focus on upstream and we focus 

on downstream.

It is recognised that we are in a better place 

to handle that (MRPL) in terms of skill sets, in 

terms of synergies. Now, the question is either 

you continue with two different subsidiaries or 

you have one downstream subsidiary.

How much stake in MRPL do you want to buy 

from ONGC, given that you already have 17% 

and ONGC, 71%?

We have around 17% stake in MRPL, around 

13% is with the public and the rest is with them 

(ONGC) that we need to buy out.

If we have to buy, we will buy the entire [around] 

71% stake owned by ONGC unless they 

(ONGC) want to remain as strategic investor, 

which doesn’t make any sense.

How do you justify MRPL’s acquisition to the 

ONGC, government and shareholders?

As far as MRPL is concerned, we are in talks 

with ONGC. Three entities ONGC, HPCL and 

MRPL are involved, so it needs approval of the 

all the three boards as we are consolidating 

within one group.

Can India’s share of the global 
economy bounce back to 25%?
Around three centuries ago, India’s share of the 

global economy was about 25%. Today, it has 

dwindled to single digits. During this period, India 

missed three waves of industrialisation: Industry 

1.0, driven by mechanisation, steam power and 

weaving loom; Industry 2.0, driven by mass 

production and assembly line; and Industry 3.0, 

driven by electronics and computers.

With the onset of Industry 4.0, where the industrial 

and digital worlds are converging, India has 

a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to regain lost 

ground by leveraging its enviable combination 

of technology and talent, an advantage not 

many countries can claim to possess. A lot has 

been written about India’s technology prowess 

and what it can do to further strengthen it. Let 

me focus on what India can do to turbo-charge 

its talent engine.

First, the “affiliation system” of higher education, 

which drove consistent quality while building 
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scale in the past, needs to be reimagined. This 

model worked well during Industry 2.0 and 

Industry 3.0. With digital disrupting every aspect 

of our life, there is a need for greater autonomy 

and innovation in higher education to develop 

multi-disciplinary talent. Having universities 

with hundreds of affiliated colleges following 

standardised approaches stifles innovation 

and entrepreneurship. What India needs 

today is an exponential increase in corporate-

funded universities, deemed universities and 

autonomous institutions that have the latitude to 

innovate. Second, we need a skilling movement 

similar to our freedom movement. Every skilled 

individual needs to participate in this movement. 

Individual Social Responsibility (ISR) can create 

much greater impact than Corporate Social 

Responsibility (CSR).

The curriculum in many of our educational 

institutions is out of sync with shifts in the 

marketplace and the faculty find it hard to cope 

with the velocity of change. Teaching-learning 

models should boost self-paced learning and 

assessment methodologies should focus on 

learning outcomes. This can be done only if 

employees, present and past, exposed to shifts 

in the physical-digital world, enthusiastically 

participate in skilling at scale. While paid 

volunteering time off is catching on in some 

measure, employee-led volunteering has to be 

woven into the cultural fabric of organisations.

Rejig labour laws

Third, our labour laws dating back to a 

time when government and public sector 

undertakings created jobs, need to be 

unshackled. In a gig economy, where work-

from-home, crowdsourcing, dual employment 

and moonlighting are gaining currency, rigid 

laws that are more regulatory and punitive than 

progressive and catalytic, set us back. We need 

laws that are “employment friendly” rather than 

employee or employer friendly.

If we can address these areas of education, 

skilling and labour laws on a war footing, India 

can truly bend the curve and significantly 

enhance its contribution to global GDP. While 

employer brands of the future would be those 

that focus on skilling and reskilling, countries 
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of the future would be the ones that focus on 

education, skilling, and forward-looking labour 

laws.

RBI to infuse Rs. 36,000 cr. to ease 
liquidity
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided 

to infuse Rs. 36,000 through open market 

purchase of bonds in October as liquidity has 

tightened due to an uptick in loan demand in the 

festive season.

“Based on an assessment of the durable 

liquidity needs going forward and the seasonal 

growth in currency in circulation observed in 

build-up to the festive season, RBI has decided 

to conduct purchase of Government securities 

under Open Market Operations (OMOs) for 

an aggregate amount of Rs. 360 billion in 

the month of October 2018,” RBI said adding 

that the auctions would be conducted during 

the second, third and fourth week of October. 

Last week, RBI had reassured the financial 

markets that it stands ready to meet the liquidity 

requirements of the system.

“The OMO amount stated above is indicative 

and RBI retains the flexibility to change it, 

depending on the evolving liquidity and market 

conditions,” the central bank said.

Gita Gopinath appointed IMF chief 
economist
Indian-origin economist Gita Gopinath 

was appointed the chief economist of the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF)  , becoming 

only the second Indian after Raghuram Rajan to 

hold the prestigious post.

Rajan held the post from 2003 to 2006 before 

he joined the finance ministry as chief economic 

adviser and later the governor of the Reserve 

Bank of India (RBI).

Gopinath, 46, succeeds Maurice “Maury” 

Obstfeld. Gopinath currently serves as the John 

Zwaanstra Professor of International Studies 

and Economics at Harvard University.

“Gita is one of the world’s outstanding 

economists, with impeccable academic 

credentials, a proven track record of intellectual 

leadership, and extensive international 
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experience,” IMF managing director Christine 

Lagarde said in a statement. “All this makes her 

exceptionally well-placed to lead our research 

department at this important juncture. I am 

delighted to name such a talented figure as our 

Chief Economist,” she added.

Former chief statistician of India Pronab Sen said 

Gopinath is a great choice. “She understands 

central banking unlike most previous chief 

economists at the IMF.” Sen said she could well 

follow Rajan’s path to Mint Street. “It certainly 

makes her a candidate for the top job at RBI,” 

Sen added.

Gopinath is co-editor of the American Economic 

Review and co-director of the International 

Finance and Macroeconomics Program at 

the National Bureau of Economic Research. 

She is co-editor of the current Handbook 

of International Economics with former IMF 

economic counsellor Kenneth Rogoff. She 

has authored some 40 research articles 

on exchange rates, trade and investment, 

international financial crises, monetary policy, 

debt, and emerging market crises.

Gopinath is a US citizen and an overseas citizen 

of India. She received her PhD in economics 

from Princeton University in 2001 after 

earning a BA from the University of Delhi and 

MA from both the Delhi School of Economics 

and University of Washington. She joined the 

University of Chicago in 2001 as an assistant 

professor before moving to Harvard in 2005. 

She became a tenured professor there in 2010.

HOEC signs contract with govt. for 
exploration block in Assam
Hindustan Oil Exploration Company Ltd. 

(HOEC) has signed a revenue sharing contract 

with the Government of India for the exploration 

block in Assam it won under the Open Acerage 

Licensing Policy (OALP) Bid Round I.

The bid round-I of OALP was launched in 

January 2018 under the liberalised Hydrocarbon 

Exploration and Licensing Policy (HELP).

In a stock exchange filing, HOEC said the Block 

AA-ONHP2017/19 it won in the bid extends to 

an area of 79 sq. km. and is located adjacent 

to the Dirok field operated by it. P. Elango, 
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managing director of HOEC, said the company 

bid for the block since it was located near to its 

Dirok field

Recently, the operating committee of the Dirok 

field reviewed and recommended a revised 

plan of development. The proposal is to drill 

four new development wells and explore a new 

prospect in the north of Dirok field within the 

existing area. Overall, it targets to increase gas 

production by about 55 million metric standard 

cubic feet per day (mmscfd) from the current 35 

mmscfd, after necessary approvals.

“Growing demand for gas and the North East 

Gas Grid being developed by the public sector 

oil and gas companies opens up a new vista of 

opportunity for early monetisation of resources. 

HOEC is determined to lever its strength of early 

mover, by rapidly increasing its production from 

all the four of its North-East Assets to garner a 

significant market share,” Mr. Elango said.

The rise and fall of Chanda Kochhar
Chanda Kochhar, a favourite of K.V. Kamath — 

the banker who changed the face of ICICI Bank 

to a retail lending institution, was appointed 

managing director and chief executive officer in 

2009.

The appointment of Ms. Kochhar, now 56, as 

the chief executive, was amid stiff competition 

as the bank had to choose from an extremely 

talented pool of candidates — Shikha Sharma, 

Renuka Ramnath, V. Vaidyanathan and 

Kalpana Morparia — to name a few. All of them 

were equally strong contenders for the corner 

office and went on to head the organisations 

they joined after moving on from ICICI Bank.

Retail loans — home, car, credit card, personal 

loan — was spearheaded in the country by ICICI 

Bank under Mr. Kamath, who is widely credited 

with bringing in the EMI (equated monthly 

instalment) culture among Indian youth.

However, ICICI Bank burnt its fingers in retail 

loans as non-performing assets from these 

loans zoomed following the global financial 

crisis of 2008.

So, Ms. Kochhar had to cut down on her 

mentor’s favourite — retail loans — especially 

the unsecured ones, after she took charge 
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as CEO. Within a year of taking charge, she 

reduced ICICI Bank’s exposure to unsecured 

lending from 8% to 5% (March 31, 2010) of the 

total loan book.

Rather, she focussed on infrastructure loans 

as there was huge demand for those, then. 

Project finance was considered to be her forte 

— she had headed infrastructure finance and 

corporate banking business at the bank.

However, by 2014-15 it was clear that all was 

not good with corporate loans. A combination of 

factors, including economic slowdown and poor 

underwriting standards of banks, led to a huge 

surge in bad loans, mostly from the corporate 

sector.

Brewing crisis

Life came a full circle for Ms. Kochhar earlier 

this year as ICICI Bank once again brought the 

focus back on retail loans and tightened norms 

for corporate loans.

At the same time, a crisis was brewing — both 

for the bank and personally for Ms. Kochhar.

It first started in 2016 when a whistle blower had 

sought an inquiry into the transactions between 

ICICI Bank, Videocon Group and NuPower 

Renewables — a company promoted by Ms. 

Kochhar’s husband Deepak Kochhar in 2010.

The allegations resurfaced with a much higher 

intensity in early 2018. It was alleged that a 

company related to Videocon Group chairman 

Venugopal Dhoot invested Rs. 64 crore in 

NuPower in 2010 and later the proprietorship of 

the company was transferred to a trust owned 

by Mr. Deepak Kochhar for Rs. 9 lakh after 

Videocon Group received a loan of Rs. 3,250 

crore from ICICI Bank in 2012.

Initially, the bank management was defiant and 

the board jumped the gun by giving Ms. Kochhar 

a clean chit in April. But increased pressure from 

the media as well as the government forced 

the board to appoint a panel headed by retired 

Supreme Court Judge B.N. Srikrishna to probe 

the allegations.

Ms. Kochhar decided to go on leave till the 

probe was completed and the board decided to 

appoint Sandeep Bakhshi as the chief operating 

officer to run the show. The writing was on the 

wall.
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Now, before the Srikrishna panel could submit 

its findings, Ms. Kochhar has decided to call it 

quits.

India’s first methanol cooking fuel 
debuts
Ritu Bordoloi of Namrup never thought she 

would create history.  , she became India’s first 

owner and user of a cooking stove fuelled by 

methanol.

The homemaker, 50, was aware that she had 

added a chapter to an area that has had many 

industrial firsts in India as well as Asia. Namrup, 

in eastern Assam’s Dibrugarh district, is not far 

from where the commercial journey of the team 

began, the first oil well was struck, and the first 

refinery was set up.

Ms. Bordoloi was one of 500 people who were 

handed over a stove with two 1.2-litre canisters 

of methanol, as part of a pilot project by the 

Namrup-based Assam Petrochemicals Limited 

(APL), India’s first public sector producer of 

methanol and formalin from natural gas as 

feedstock.

The project has been promoted by NITI Aayog.

“It is apt that the project has begun with cooking 

fuel that mostly impacts women in India,” V.K. 

Saraswat, Member, NITI Aayog, said before 

handing over the first few methanol stoves.

Fuel of the future

According to alternative fuel expert Prashanth 

Guru Srinivas, APL’s experience in producing 

methanol for 30 years gave NITI Ayog the 

confidence to okay the fuel project. “There are 

5.5 lakh people in Africa and 8 million in China 

who use methanol as cooking fuel. But India is 

the first country where the focus is on replacing 

LPG. Much of the world is looking at how our 

cooking fuel project is working out,” he said.

Lockheed and Tata meet local 
suppliers to source F-16 parts
Lockheed Martin, a New York Stock Exchange-

listed firm, and Tier-I suppliers of its F-16 

fighter, met with about 70 Indian micro, small 

and medium enterprises   to gauge the potential 
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for making components for the aircraft in India.

“The F-16 provides unmatched opportunities for 

Indian companies of all sizes, including Micro, 

Small & Medium Enterprises and suppliers 

throughout India, to establish new business 

relationships with Lockheed Martin, Tata, 

and other U.S. and global industry leaders,” 

said Vivek Lall, vice-president of strategy and 

business development for Lockheed Martin 

Aeronautics. “Exclusive F-16 production 

integrates Indian industry into a $165-billion 

fighter aircraft sustainment market,” Sukaran 

Singh, CEO & MD, Tata Advanced Systems, 

Lockheed’s Indian partner, said.

The two companies held a supplier conference 

to provide a platform that would allow Indian 

players in the industry explore opportunities and 

share knowledge with other global suppliers 

in the F-16 fighter aircraft manufacturing 

ecosystem, according to a joint statement. 

The potential F-16 India Project, as a single 

source globally, would help India to build new 

capabilities in the defence manufacturing sector.

Selection process

“We also look forward to participating in the 

selection process for the Fighter Programme of 

the Indian Air Force,” Mr. Singh said. Current 

F-16 industry partners include GE, Terma, 

Honeywell, Fokker, Israeli Aerospace Industries, 

Elbit, UTC, Terma, Eaton, Moog, Parker, and 

other global defence industry leaders.

Lockheed Martin recently announced it would 

partner with Tata Advanced Systems, a wholly-

owned subsidiary of Tata Sons, to commence 

production of F-16 wings in India. It has also 

proposed a broader F-16 partnership with India 

— to produce F-16s exclusively in India for the 

IAF and export customers.

RBI board gets two new directors
The government has appointed Sachin 

Chaturvedi, who heads Delhi-based think 

tank Research and Information System for 

Developing Countries (RIS), in place of Nachiket 

Mor on the central board of the Reserve Bank 

of India.

Revathy Iyer, a former Indian Audit and Accounts 
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Services officer, was also nominated to the RBI 

board, along with Mr. Chaturvedi. Both are 

appointed for a period of four years with effect 

from September 19, 2018.

18 members

With these appointments, RBI will now have 18 

members on its central board, including four 

deputy governors and the governor.

The Economic Affairs Secretary and Financial 

Services Secretary of the Finance Ministry are 

also on the board. Mr. Chaturvedi was also 

appointed as member of the Eastern local board 

of RBI with effect from September 19, while Ms. 

Iyer was appointed to the Northern local board.

The board members are not responsible for 

setting the interest rate, but will provide a 

broader guidance to the central bank.

Why RBI needs to review ownership 
and governance norms for banks
Early this month, shares of Bandhan Bank Ltd 

fell 20% after the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

barred it from opening new branches without its 

approval, besides freezing the salary of its chief 

executive officer. The central bank’s strictures 

were in response to Bandhan Bank’s failure 

to meeting its ownership norms. RBI’s rules 

require the bank to bring the promoter holding 

down to 40%, which is roughly half of where it 

currently stands.

Not long ago, Kotak Mahindra Bank Ltd, too, 

found itself in a bindafter trying to meet ownership 

norms by selling non-convertible preference 

shares, instead of diluting the promoter’s equity 

stake using traditional methods. RBI, however, 

communicated later that the preference share 

issue will not count for its promoter stake dilution 

requirements.

These run-ins with the central bank have again 

brought to the fore the question of ownership 

norms in Indian banks. Indeed, it is high time 

there is a review of the policy on bank ownership. 

But an equally important discussion that is 

needed is on governance norms, especially so 

in light of the severe mismanagement that has 

come to light at a number of banks.

For one, the current policy view that widely 
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held banks are better-placed than promoter-

led banks is in serious question. ICICI Bank Ltd 

and Axis Bank Ltd are widely held, but are in a 

mess. In contrast, Kotak Bank is held up as an 

example to show that promoters with enough 

skin-in-the-game ensure their banks are well 

run.

J.R. Varma of Indian Institute of Management, 

Ahmedabad, (IIMA) has blogged that low 

ownership caps have entrenched incumbent 

managements at banks and stock exchanges, 

and ensured they are immune to shareholder 

discipline. The caps also remove the threat of a 

hostile takeover, which is one of the best ways 

to get good governance, he told this newspaper 

in August. As such, incompetent incumbent 

managers are tolerated for unduly long periods 

of time, until the regulator decides to step in and 

remove them.

Indeed, if and when the government opens up to 

the idea of privatizing banks; buyer interest will 

be limited unless the regulator allows ownership 

of a sizeable stake by a strategic investor.

There is some academic literature that suggests 

that ownership concentration results in better 

management of capital and liquidity at banks, 

although most studies in this regard may not be 

relevant to the Indian context.

Talking of the Indian context, a parallel is found 

in the exchange industry, where Financial 

Technologies (India) Ltd, the erstwhile promoter 

of Multi Commodity Exchange of India Ltd 

(MCX), was forced to sell its stake after the 

Forward Markets Commission said it was not fit 

and proper to run exchanges.

Apart from the skin-in-the-game argument, those 

who bat in favour of higher ownership caps say 

that promoters will work in the best interest of 

the institution because of reputation concerns. 

This certainly didn’t keep MCX’s erstwhile 

promoters in check. But, on the other hand, 

within the exchange industry, the problems at 

widely held National Stock Exchange of India 

Ltd show that low ownership caps alone are not 

the answer for good governance either.

In this backdrop, reviewing the ownership 

structure of banks is no panacea and, indeed, 

will not help unless it’s preceded by reforms 
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in the governance structure of banks. The 

board of directors of banks facing charges of 

mismanagement were clearly found wanting. 

With no signs of any serious consequences 

for any of them, it’s not clear how RBI plans to 

address this elephant in the room. Venkatesh 

Panchapagesan, associate professor of 

finance, IIM-Bangalore, says that building the 

board capability of banks is an imperative, and 

should precede all other strategic measures the 

regulator may take to strengthen the banking 

industry.

And if RBI’s plan for good governance primarily 

involves intervening directly, such as it has done 

with leadership changes at Axis Bank Ltd and 

Yes Bank Ltd, it had better have a framework 

that helps it do so at a stage when the damage 

is minimal. Of course, this should be the last 

resort. But whether it is a review of ownership 

structure or the governance structure of banks, 

it’s clear that RBI does them soon to quell 

the many concerns that have risen in India’s 

banking industry. A weakened banking industry 

eventually results in a weakened economy. To 

ignore the call for a review of its rules will be 

reckless.

Data diktat: 15 players fail to comply
With the central bank’s deadline for payment 

players to store data locally in India coming to 

an end  , it is believed that about 15 entities out 

of the total 78 are yet to fully comply with the 

directive.

Further, some of the largest entities that are 

not yet compliant are in constant dialogue with 

the RBI after having completed a “significant 

amount of work” towards compliance, said 

banking sources.

“Around 62-63 entities have fully complied 

with the RBI circular and the rest who are 

currently not compliant have also completed a 

significant amount of work towards becoming 

fully compliant,” said a person familiar with the 

development.

“Some of the bigger players are in the process of 

compliance and are also in continuous dialogue 

with the RBI. The central bank is currently 

ascertaining whether the non-compliant players 
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are facing any particular genuine difficulties,” 

said the person on condition of anonymity.

While it could not be immediately confirmed, it 

is believed that some of the biggest payment 

processing players are yet to fully comply with 

the RBI diktat that was issued in April. Email 

queries sent to American Express, Visa and 

Mastercard remained unanswered till the time 

of going to press.

Khushroo Panthaky, Director, Grant Thornton 

Advisory, was of the view that while some of the 

non-compliant companies were believed to be 

meeting policy makers seeking a review of the 

RBI decision, it was only fair that they should 

be told to comply as most players had already 

complied.

Larger interest

“In the larger interest of confidentiality of data 

and the fact that many have complied with the 

timeline, it would be appropriate if the remaining 

companies also ensure data localisation at 

the earliest, for which they will have to seek 

extension from RBI,” Mr. Panthaky said.

Meanwhile, sources familiar with the matter 

said that since the RBI had not hinted at any 

extension of the deadline, it was likely that 

the banking regulator would act against non-

compliant entities if found that the delay was on 

account of avoidable issues.

“Consequences of non-compliance could range 

from monetary penalties to even termination 

of permissions with each citizen also having 

a right to claim damages,” said advocate and 

cyberlaws expert N.S. Nappinai.

“Data localisation is not a misconceived 

proposition, especially in the context of data 

of financial transactions. The RBI circular is 

independent of data protection laws and will 

most likely stand the test of proportionality. It 

applies only to those entities it governs such as 

payment systems,” she said.

“The belated clamour now for only storing a 

mirror image within India is contrary to RBI’s 

stated intent which is not only about easy 

access of data but of protecting Indian citizens’ 

data against rampant sharing outside India, as 

a public policy process. There is no real cause 

for delaying the compliance,” explained Ms. 
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Nappinai.

India leads in low-cost carrier growth: 
CAPA
India has emerged as the fastest growing 

low-cost carrier (LCC) market in the world by 

recording the largest increase (an additional 

15.6 million) in departure seats in the first nine 

months of this year, aviation consulting and 

research firm Centre for Asia Pacific Aviation 

(CAPA) said.

Indian has also reinforced its position as the 

second largest LCC country market, it said.

“It [the LCC market in India] also had the largest 

year-on-year rise among the top ten country 

markets, up 20.7%,” CAPA said in a report. 

Double-digit rises were also recorded in the top 

ten by China (+19.1%), Germany (+18.7%) and 

Thailand (+16.5%). The U.S., where the model 

was born, remains the largest LCC market at 

more than two-and-a-half times the size of the 

emerging Indian market.

Global seats

CAPA said almost 115 million additional seats 

were offered by LCCs around the world during 

the first nine months of 2018, versus the same 

period last year. This is a 10.1% rise to over 

1.25 billion global seats (over 4.5 million seats 

per day).

In the first nine months of 2018 South Korea 

has seen the fourth largest rise in LCC seats 

(over 100,000 departure seats per day) behind 

India, USA and China and in the process has 

jumped ahead of both France and Malaysia in 

terms of LCC market size, CAPA said.

SC bars States from diverting money 
from CAMPA funds
The Supreme Court has barred State 

governments from diverting money from their 

Compensatory Afforestation and Management 

Planning Authority (CAMPA) funds meant for 

environmental protection, rehabilitation of 

displaced persons due to issues like depletion 

of forest, mining, etc.

The apex court’s order came after realising that 

the Punjab government took Rs. 1.11 crore from 

CAMPA funds and to pay its lawyers and other 
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legal expenses.

A Bench of Justices Madan B. Lokur, S. Abdul 

Nazeer and Deepak Gupta, on October 1, 

ordered the Punjab government to reimburse 

Rs. 1,11,01,420 to its CAMPA funds within a 

fortnight. The court discovered the diversion 

of funds from a document prepared by the 

Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Punjab, 

and placed on record before the Bench.

“It is made clear that no State government 

can use the funds for any activity other than 

afforestation,” the apex court cautioned State 

governments.

The court was hearing a suo motu case titled In 

Re: National CAMPA Advisory Council. This is 

part of a major effort by the Supreme Court since 

1995 to prevent and monitor environmental 

degradation. The idea of having CAMPA funds 

and authority was introduced by the apex court. 

The periodic orders of the court in this litigation 

finally led to the birth of The Compensatory 

Afforestation Fund Act of 2016.

In a March 2018 order, the Supreme Court 

recorded that the total amount in CAMPA funds 

is “tentatively put in the region of Rs. .70,000-

75,000 crore approximately” and likely to go 

even higher.

The apex court had observed that this was a 

“huge amount” which can be used for the benefit 

of environmental protection and rehabilitation 

of persons displaced by environmental causes. 

Availability of these amounts will not only help 

the States/UTs and local communities to ensure 

better management of their forest resources.

The 2016 Act’s objective is promoted 

conservation, protection, improvement and 

expansion of forest and wildlife resources of the 

country.

New RBI norms put mobile wallets on 
par with payments banks
With the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

releasing operational guidelines on 

interoperability of prepaid payment instruments 

(PPIs)  , mobile wallet users will soon be able to 

transfer funds from one wallet to another and, 

eventually, from their wallets to bank accounts 

through the unified payments interface (UPI) 
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platform.

It will also allow mobile wallets to issue UPI 

handles and cards. This will enable non-bank 

prepaid payment instruments (PPIs) to act as 

quasi-banks in terms of payments, increasing 

tension between mobile wallet companies and 

payments banks, said industry experts.

“Card networks are allowed to onboard PPI 

issuers... Non-bank PPI issuers are permitted 

to participate as members/associate members 

of authorised card networks,” said the RBI 

guidelines released.

By allowing PPIs to issue cards for withdrawals, 

mobile wallets will be almost on par with 

payments banks. The only difference will be that 

payments banks will pay interest on deposits, 

while wallet balances will not yield any return, 

said an industry expert, requesting anonymity.

“From a business perspective, the wallet 

companies will need to figure out how to use 

interoperability to develop different use cases. 

It is definitely a progressive step and we need 

to see how wallet operators can build on this 

and how this might eventually impact the idea 

of payments banks. The cost of entry into a new 

industry is likely to get lowered,” said Ashish 

Aggarwal, senior director and head of public 

policy at Nasscom.

In August, some payments banks had 

approached RBI to voice their opposition to 

mobile wallet interoperability as it could directly 

affect their business models, and put them at a 

disadvantage.

Payments banks will have an edge over wallets 

on deposit amounts and the interest paid. While 

payments bank customers can retain deposits 

of up to ₹1 lakh in their accounts, for full-KYC 

wallets, the total amount loaded in a month 

cannot exceed ₹10,000 (annual amounts are 

limited to ₹1 lakh).

According to Sunil Kulkarni, joint managing 

director at Oxigen Services (India) Pvt. Ltd, 

an e-wallet and payment solutions company, 

there has been a fundamental change in wallet 

businesses with the permission to join UPI and 

card networks, which will speed up digitization 

offline and online.

“It would have been great if full functionality 
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of UPI was granted to wallets. Currently, UPI 

application of banks allows the users to add 

other bank accounts on the same app, but 

wallet users will not be able to transact directly 

from other bank accounts. We hope that in the 

next phase, this is also enabled,” said Kulkarni 

of Oxigen.

The RBI also said that in cases where PPIs are 

issued in the form of wallets, interoperability 

across PPIs shall be enabled through UPI. 

Where PPIs are issued in the form of cards, 

the cards shall be affiliated to authorized card 

networks.

Last October, RBI had issued a directive to 

banks and PPIs on interoperability, which was 

to be enabled in a phased manner. It had also 

said that operational guidelines on this would 

be issued separately.

RBI steps in to ease NBFC woes
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided 

to increase the single-borrower exposure limit 

of banks for non-banking finance companies 

(NBFCs) which do not finance infrastructure, 

to 15% from the existing 10% of their capital 

funds.

This would be effective till December 31, the 

RBI said in a statement.

The move must be read in the context of the 

IL&FS imbroglio-induced liquidity crisis in the 

system.

IL&FS payment default

The central bank has been taking several 

initiatives, including intermittent open market 

purchase of government securities, ever since 

the occurrence of a series of payment defaults 

by IL&FS and its arms which had culminated in 

the Centre disbanding the entire board of the 

infrastructure company and appointing a new 

one in its place under the leadership of Uday 

Kotak.

The Reserve Bank has also permitted banks 

to use government securities, equal to their 

incremental outstanding credit to NBFCs, over 

and above their outstanding credit to them as 

on October 19,to meet the liquidity coverage 

ratio requirement.

“It has been decided that, with immediate 
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effect, banks will be permitted to also reckon 

government securities held by them up to an 

amount equal to their incremental outstanding 

credit to NBFCs and housing finance companies 

(HFCs), over and above the amount of credit to 

NBFCs and HFCs outstanding on their books 

as on October 19, 2018, as Level 1 HQLA((high 

quality liquid assets) under FALLCR (Facility 

to Avail Liquidity for Liquidity Coverage Ratio) 

within the mandatory SLR (statutory liquidity 

ratio) requirement,” the RBI said.

This would be in addition to the existing FALLCR 

of 13% of NDTL and limited to 0.5% of the bank’s 

NDTL (net demand and time liability), the RBI 

said. The additional window will be available up 

to December 31, 2018, the notification said.

On September 27, the RBI had said that banks 

could avail higher liquidity with effect from 

October 1 as it had enhanced the Facility to 

Avail Liquidity for Liquidity Coverage Ratio 

from the existing 11% to 13% of their deposits. 

Liquidity coverage ratio refers to highly liquid 

assets that financial institutions need to hold in 

order to meet short-term obligations.

Panel for adopting UN model on cross-
border insolvency
The Insolvency Law Committee (ILC), tasked with 

suggesting amendments to the Insolvency and 

Bankruptcy Code of India, has recommended 

that India adopt the United Nations’ model to 

handle cross-border insolvency cases.

“The ILC has recommended the adoption of the 

United Nations Commission on International 

Trade Law (UNCITRAL) Model Law of Cross 

Border Insolvency, 1997, as it provides for a 

comprehensive framework to deal with cross-

border insolvency issues,” the government 

said in a statement. “The committee has also 

recommended a few carve-outs to ensure that 

there is no inconsistency between the domestic 

insolvency framework and the proposed cross 

border insolvency framework.”

The UNCITRAL Model Law has been adopted 

in 44 countries and, therefore, forms part of 

international best practices in dealing with cross 

border insolvency issues, the government said.

Public interest

“The advantages of the model law are the 
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precedence given to domestic proceedings 

and protection of public interest,” the statement 

added.

“The necessity of having a cross-border 

insolvency framework under the Insolvency 

and Bankruptcy Code arises from the fact that 

many Indian companies have a global footprint 

and many foreign companies have a presence 

in multiple countries, including India,” the 

government said.

Insolvency plea against Kwality
Global private equity player KKR has filed 

insolvency plea against dairy firm Kwality Ltd. 

before the National Company Law Tribunal 

(NCLT).

In 2016, Kwality had announced that it had 

raised Rs. 300 crore from KKR India Financial 

Services and got additional commitment of 

Rs. 220 crore. The amount was raised to fund 

its expansion plans and enter into consumer 

segment. The matter was listed for Monday 

before a NCLT bench in Delhi comprising Ina 

Malhotra and Deepa Krishan.

Last week, in a regulatory filing, the company 

had informed the BSE that KKR India Financial 

Services Private Ltd. has filed a petition before 

NCLT under section 7 of IBC 2016.

India set to be third largest aviation 
market
India will be the third largest aviation market 

globally a year sooner than was earlier 

predicted. It is now expected to be among the 

top three countries by 2024 from its current 

seventh position, according to global aviation 

body IATA.

In its latest 20-year forecast for the aviation 

industry, the International Air Transport 

Association (IATA) says that air passenger 

numbers worldwide could double to 8.2 billion 

in 2037.

Asian wave

The biggest contribution in this growth will come 

from the Asia-Pacific region, which will account 

for half the total number of new passengers 

over the next 20 years.

While China will climb up one spot to displace 
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US as the world’s largest aviation market in the 

mid-2020s, India will take the third place by 

surpassing the U.K. around 2024, according to 

the IATA forecast.

By 2037, India is expected to add 414 

million passengers to its existing 572 million 

passengers, the report added.

In fact, the Asia-Pacific region is expected to see 

the fastest growth at the rate of 4.8%, followed 

by Africa (4.6%) and west Asia (4.4%).

“Firstly, we are seeing a geographical 

reshuffling of world air traffic to the East. And 

secondly, we foresee a significant negative 

impact on the growth and benefits of aviation if 

tough and restrictive protectionist measures are 

implemented,” said Alexandre de Juniac, IATA’s 

Director General and CEO.

The other south-east Asian countries predicted 

to grow rapidly include Indonesia, likely to be the 

fourth largest by 2030 from its current ranking 

of 10th largest aviation market. Thailand, too, is 

expected to enter the top 10 markets in 2030, 

edging out Italy, IATA said.

NCLAT stays resolution plan for 
Assam Company on SEBI plea
The National Company Law Appellate Tribunal 

(NCLAT) has stayed the resolution plan 

approved by the Guwahati Bench of National 

Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) for Assam 

Company (India) Ltd., on a petition filed by the 

Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI).

Delisting of shares

In its petition, SEBI said it was aggrieved by the 

resolution plan for the company with respect to 

delisting of its equity shares.

In September, NCLT had approved a resolution 

plan filed by Abu Dhabi-based BRS Ventures 

Investment Ltd. for revival of Assam Company 

(India) Ltd. As a part of the plan, the firm had 

announced delisting of its equity shares.

In its petition, SEBI pointed out that on the 

allegation that Assam Company (India) and 

others were a shell company, an investigation 

was under way and it had passed an interim 

order in December 2017 directing appointment 

of an independent forensic auditor to verify 

financial irregularities and misuse of funds of 
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the company.

The market regulator also said it was not 

aggrieved by the approval of the final ‘Resolution 

Plan’ by the Adjudicating Authority in terms of 

the aforesaid impugned order, except to the 

extent of permitting the delisting of the equity 

shares of the company.

SEBI said that the order approving the delisting 

of shares as a part of the resolution plan was 

directly in conflict with the jurisdiction and the 

interim directions passed by it.

The NCLAT has posted the appeal for hearing 

on November 1 before an appropriate Bench.

“In the meantime, till the next date of hearing, 

the implementation of the impugned order shall 

remain stayed in so far as it permits delisting of 

the equity shares of the company,” it said.

When technology bolsters identity
Ask Pirojshaw Sarkari why a traditional business 

such as Mahindra Logistics, of which he is 

the CEO, picked up stake this year in ShipX, 

a provider of transport management solutions 

and he tells you, “Because data and technology 

are critical to our business. ShipX will help us 

increase digitisation and bring in operational 

efficiencies.”

India seems to be slowly catching on to a global 

trend that began in 2017, when the acquisition 

of technology firms by non-digital companies 

crossed 51% of total deals in the U.S., according 

to research firm CB Insights.

Earlier this year, FedEx bought digital logistics 

company P2P for £92 million. Retailer Nordstrom 

bought BevyUp and MessageYes, both in the 

messaging space, to help connect better with 

its consumers. Aerospace and defence firm 

General Dynamics acquired IT services firm 

CSRA for $10 billion. The first quarter of 2018 

saw a record number of deals in which non-

digital buyers scooped up tech firms in the U.S., 

according to PwC.

This is a marked change from having trusted 

partners execute implementation.

In India, such activity has risen over the last 

two years, with the growth of e-commerce. 

Retail chains facing an e-commerce threat, or 

logistics firms facing stiff competition due to 
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opportunities offered by online purchase trends, 

are investing in or acquiring technology firms.

“Indian buyers have been hard-nosed when it 

came to a choice between buying and building,” 

says Arun Natarajan, CEO, and Venture 

Intelligence. “Five years ago, they had to be 

brought kicking and screaming to the acquisition 

table. Not anymore.”

He cites Kishore Biyani’s Future Group buying 

Fabfurnish.com as also the logistics arm of 

e-commerce player Snapdeal. This year, TVS 

Logistics picked up majority stake in freight 

data solutions provider White Data Systems 

that belonged to the Murugappa Group.

Clamour for data

“Old economy ecosystems in India are often 

characterised by disorganised, backward-

looking and unusable data — on customers as 

well as internal processes,” says Amit Garg, 

CEO, MXV Consulting. Companies have 

now gained access to computing capabilities 

unimaginable a few years ago, as well as to 

tools to accurately collect data.

“Reliable data flowing in, and integrated with 

systems, has turned out to be a huge competitive 

advantage for those who can achieve this.”

The more ‘old-economy’ the industry, the weaker 

the underlying processes, and hence greater 

the competitive advantage from technology and 

data, he adds.

“Investments you see in India stem from a 

combination of fear and greed,” adds Mr. 

Natarajan. “Fear that they might miss out on 

a technology trend that is critical or greed for 

some great valuations in the future.”

Financial services is another area that has seen 

disruption. Bajaj Finance investing in e-wallet 

firm Mobikwik is an example.

“Paytm is an example of wide-ranging 

capabilities with the use of technology. It is no 

more just an e-wallet,” he says. Paytm Mall 

is a name to reckon with in e-commerce. The 

parent firm now has capabilities in ticketing and 

savings management through the purchase 

of Balance Technology in Bengaluru and 

Chennai’s TicketNew, respectively.

Companies seek expertise not only with 

acquisitions but also with some in-house 
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ingenuity. An Indian firm in an unorganised 

market has used its 200 sales people to 

connect with 10 new prospects per person 

every month. That works out to data on 2,000 

new client prospects monthly. “Over 3-5 years, 

the company gets reliable data on about 1 lakh 

prospects. This kind of repository works to an 

unparalleled competitive advantage [in tracking 

a customer’s journey].”

The in-sourcing debate

But what is core to businesses today may not 

continue to stay core. So, will we soon see 

traditional enterprises outsourcing technology 

as well as data analytics to trusted partners? 

“These trends are cyclical. There is a thin line 

between data and technology today,” says Mr. 

Natarajan. Technology, too, has seen eras of 

increased outsourcing, followed by some ‘in-

sourcing’ which was soon succeeded by more 

outsourcing.

“It is a question of whether a traditional firm 

wants to stay ‘single,’ get ‘married’ or ‘live 

in’,” says a senior executive in a top-three IT 

services firm.

From technology services, the IT industry has 

gone on to offer BPO and network management 

and now offers data science services too. “User 

firms cannot ignore the economies of scale 

that the IT industry offers. It is only a matter of 

time before outsourcing for data analytics and 

related technologies becomes the norm.”

WTO sets up dispute panel on India-
US case on export subsidies
The World Trade Organisation’s (WTO) dispute 

settlement body has set up a panel to examine 

the U.S.’ complaint against certain export-

subsidy measures by India as both the sides 

failed to resolve the issue at consultation level, 

an official said. In March, the U.S. dragged India 

to WTO over export subsidies, saying that these 

incentives were harming the American firms.

‘Divided’ board signals strained RBI-
Centre ties
The Reserve Bank of India’s October 23 board 

meeting was a stormy affair that lasted about 
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eight hours in which 20 items were on the 

agenda for discussion. However, only three 

were discussed, albeit without arriving at a 

decision.

One of the issues discussed was the prompt 

corrective action (PCA) framework of RBI — 

which is essentially certain restrictions that the 

banking regulator has imposed on banks due to 

worsening capital, asset quality and profitability. 

If a bank breaches a particular threshold on any 

of these parameters, restrictions are imposed.

Capital norms

According to sources, some board members 

were in favour of diluting the risk threshold 

relating to capital. They argued that capital 

norms for Indian banks were a lot stringent 

than what the Basel norms prescribed, such as 

9% capital adequacy ratio as compared with 

the 8% requirement of Basel norms. However, 

RBI officials argue that the non-performing 

asset provision norms for Indian banks are less 

stringent than what Basel proposes. Presently, 

there are 12 banks, 11 in the public sector and 

one in the private sector that are under the PCA 

framework.

At present, the RBI board has 18 members 

including Financial Services Secretary Rajiv 

Kumar and Economic Affairs Secretary S.C. 

Garg. The four deputy governors are also on 

the board.

The other issue was pertaining to the norms 

for stressed asset classification as mandated 

by the RBI in its February 12, 2018 circular. 

In that circular, RBI had scrapped all existing 

restructuring norms and asked banks to start 

resolution process if loan repayment was 

overdue even for a day. Some of the board 

members opposed the circular.

Also, there was the contentious issue of RBI’s 

surplus transfer. While the government wants 

more funds transfer from RBI by dipping into 

contingency reserves, the central bank has not 

been agreeing to this proposal.

RBI deputy governor Viral Acharya had 

highlighted the differences between the RBI 

and the government, arguing that the latter 

was impinging on the autonomy of the central 

bank. “Governments that do not respect 
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central bank independence will sooner or later 

incur the wrath of financial markets, ignite 

economic fire, and come to rue the day they 

undermined an important regulatory institution; 

their wiser counterparts who invest in central 

bank independence will enjoy lower costs of 

borrowing, the love of international investors, 

and longer life spans,” Mr. Acharya had said.

How Centre’s ‘board game’ fuelled the 
feud with RBI
No RBI governor’s tenure is complete without 

a ‘lecture’ on the central bank’s independence. 

After Duvvuri Subbarao and Raghuram Rajan, 

the latest to join the chorus was the current RBI 

chief Urjit Patel via his deputy Viral Acharya.

According to RBI sources, most differences 

between the RBI and the Centre in the past 

used to be over issues such as interest rates 

and when attempts were made to take way 

some functions such as debt management from 

the central bank.

However, this time, what sparked tensions 

was the government’s intervention through the 

board.

It all started with some board members asking 

for more dividends.

Things took a drastic turn in September 

this year when the term of one of the board 

members, Nachiket Mor, was abruptly brought 

to an end by the government. This is said to 

be unprecedented in RBI’s history. Mr. Mor, one 

of the most articulate voices on the board, was 

extremely vocal against issues like regulatory 

forbearance and higher surplus transfer, which 

the government was aggressively pushing.

A former ICICI Bank executive, Mr. Mor was 

first inducted in the board in May 2013 for a 

period of four years. He was again appointed in 

August 2017. However, his term was cut short 

in September over allegations of conflict of 

interest — since he is also the country director 

of Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.

Interestingly, Mr. Mor continues to be in the 

Eastern local board of RBI.

Central banking sources claim that the 

induction of right-wing thinkers to the board like 
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Swaminathan Gurumurthy only added to the tension. For example, Mr. Gurumurthy expressed 

discomfort over applying Basel norms to Indian banks.

“Basel rules are designed for commercial banks, not universal banks which all Indian banks are, 

and term-lending institutions which IL&FS & the likes are. Applying NPA norms to them is to 

ask one play football with hockey rules. Unfortunate a good institution is being destroyed,” Mr. 

Gurumurthy had tweeted when the IL&FS crisis was unfolding.

Apart from Mr. Gurumuthy some of the other board members inducted to the RBI board recently are 

Sachin Chaturvedi of think-tank RIS, Revathy Iyer, a former Indian Audit and Accounts Services 

officer, and Satish Marathe, former chairman and CEO of United Western Bank.
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U.S. sanctions Act no hurdle: Russian 
envoy
India and Russia’s defence deals won’t be 

affected by the United States’ threat of sanctions, 

and several more defence deals are expected 

to be completed after the S-400 Triumf missile 

deal concluded, Russian Ambassador Nikolai 

Kudashev said.

Mr. Kudashev also advocated that India sign a 

military logistics agreement with Russia.

Trump threat

The Ambassador’s remarks come just hours 

after U.S. President Trump’s words, seen as 

a sign of possible punitive action, that “India 

is going to find out…Sooner than you think,” 

about U.S. sanctions as a result of the $5.43 

billion missile deal signed during the Putin-Modi 

summit in Delhi.

“I can only invoke the statements of the Indian 

leaders [where they said UN sanctions, not U.S. 

sanctions matter],” Mr. Kudashev told a select 

group of journalists, referring to Washington’s 

Countering American Adversaries Through 

Sanction’s Act (CAATSA) that was signed 

last year to pass strictures on countries doing 

energy and defence trade deals with Russia, 

Iran and North Korea.

Asked by The Hindu whether the announcement 

of the S-400 agreement had been deliberately 

muted, and the other defence deals put off due 

to the CAATSA sanctions, Mr. Kudashev said 

on the contrary, the deal had been fast tracked 

in the last few months.

“The [S-400] is the largest deal in the history of 

our bilateral military and technical cooperation 

of 60 years….It was negotiated very fast, so 

don’t believe those who speak of protracted 

negotiations. In fact it was the speediest 

negotiation we have had so far,” he explained, 

calling Mr. Putin’s visit to Delhi as “result 

oriented and strategic”.

“India is too big, too large to depend on 

somebody or to be afraid of anybody,” Mr. 

Kudashev added, detailing more defence deals 

International
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to be announced by the two countries in the next 

“two-three months”. These include a production 

licence for Kalashnikov AK-103 Assault Rifles, 

and four stealth frigates.

The deals could also attract sanctions from the 

U.S., as the only exceptions the White House 

has announced it will make so far are for “things 

such as spare parts for previously purchased 

equipment”, not new purchases.

Mr. Modi and Mr. Putin are expected to meet 

next at the G-20 summit in Buenos Aires on 

November 30, after which the pending defence 

agreements may be announced during an 

expected visit to Delhi by the Russian Defence 

Minister Sergey Shoigu, it is learnt.

By then, government officials hope the U.S. will 

have clarified its intentions of sanctions on India 

for the Russian purchases.

While the Modi government has repeated its 

stand on disregarding unilateral sanctions, 

officials including National Security Advisor Ajit 

Doval and Foreign Secretary Vijay Gokhale 

have met with their American counterparts 

in the past few months to request a waiver to 

the CAATSA sanctions on the plea that India 

and Russia share an old and deep defence 

relationship that cannot be reduced easily.

India takes ‘note’ of Trump hint at 
curbs over Russian arms deal
India has “taken note” of US President Donald 

Trump’s overnight statement that India would 

soon know if it would be hit by punitive sanctions 

stemming from a US domestic law aimed at 

curtailing arms purchases from Russia, two 

people familiar with the development said  .

Trump’s comment followed the signing of a pact 

last week between India and Russia to buy 

the S-400 air defence missile system during 

Russian President Vladimir Putin’s two-day visit 

to New Delhi.

India’s foreign ministry did not comment on 

Trump’s remark, made while interacting with 

reporters in the White House   when asked 

about the $4.5 billion India-Russia deal, when 

he said: “India is going to find out, aren’t they?”

“You’ll see,” Trump said in response to another 

question about the timing of his decision. 
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“Sooner than you think,” he added without 

any mention on whether he would waive the 

sanctions as has been requested by India.

The Countering America’s Adversaries Through 

Sanctions Act or CAATSA is a US federal law 

that imposed sanctions on Iran, North Korea 

and Russia. In Russia’s case, the Act primarily 

deals with sanctions on that country’s oil and 

gas industries, its defence and security entities 

and financial institutions, in the backdrop of 

Moscow’s military intervention in Ukraine and its 

alleged interference in the 2016 US presidential 

elections.

“The (CAATSA presidential) waiver is narrow, 

intended to wean countries off Russian 

equipment and allow for things such as spare 

parts for previously-purchased equipment,” 

a White House National Security Council 

spokesperson had said after India signed the 

S-400 contract. A US embassy spokesperson 

in New Delhi had said that the CAATSA was 

aimed at Russia and not intended to damage the 

military capabilities of its “allies and partners.”

The two people familiar with the developments 

cited above said India had discussed the issue 

of acquiring the S-400 during the India-US “2+2” 

dialogue in New Delhi on 6 September when 

Indian foreign and defence ministers Sushma 

Swaraj and Nirmala Sitharaman sat down for 

talks with their US counterparts Mike Pompeo 

and James Mattis. The Indian delegation had 

then clearly stated that it would go in for the 

S-400 and that there could be no compromise 

on that given its strategic importance to India’s 

defenced. New Delhi had then also discussed 

the possibility of a waiver from sanctions that 

had received a “fair” hearing from the US side, 

a third person familiar with the developments 

said.

On 5 October, India signed the pact buying five 

of the systems that can engage many types 

of aerial targets such as aircraft, ballistic and 

cruise missiles, unmanned aerial vehicles—

within the range of 400km and up to an altitude 

of up to 30km. The systems are expected to be 

deployed along the nearly 4,000-km-long India-

China border. China has already acquired the 

system and news reports say that Moscow has 
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already started the delivery of an unspecified 

number of the S-400 missile systems to Beijing.

According to the thinking in New Delhi, if 

Washington does sanction India, it would 

send out a negative signal vis-a-vis ties that 

have grown steadily in the past two decades. 

Coming as it does soon after India and the US 

signed the Communications Compatibility and 

Security Agreement—COMCASA—that allows 

India to procure specialized equipment for 

encrypted communications for US-origin military 

platforms, it would be seen as at least slowing 

the momentum of a particularly important 

partnership. Many senior US administration 

officials have described India as a “key pillar” 

of the Indo-Pacific strategy which aims to form 

a partnership of countries in the face of the 

unpredictable rise of China.

Also, sanctioning India would put it in the same 

category as China with whom the US has a 

full-blown trade war going and a country that 

Washington views as a rule-breaker and one 

that challenges the international system than 

conforming to it.

Adding to the suspense was the unpredictability 

of Trump’s temperament. “It’s very well possible 

that he may exercise his powers for a waiver 

even after this remark,” said a third person cited 

above.

U.S. to pull out of Russia missile pact
U.S. President Donald Trump confirmed that 

the U.S. would pull out of the Intermediate-

range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty with Russia, 

a crucial Cold War-era treaty banning the 

development, testing and possession of short 

and medium range ground-launched nuclear 

missiles with a range of 500-5,000 km. The 

treaty, signed in 1987, was central to ending the 

arms race between the two superpowers, and 

protected America’s NATO allies in Europe from 

Soviet missile attacks.

John Bolton, Mr Trump’s National Security 

Advisor, is in Moscow on a visit and is expected to 

convey the decision to the Russians. At issue is 

Russia’s alleged development and deployment 

of the Novator 9 M 729 missiles, also known 

as the SSC-8, that could strike Europe at short 
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notice, an allegation that Russia has repeatedly 

denied. “Russia has violated the agreement. 

They’ve been violating it for many years... so 

we’re going to terminate the agreement. We’re 

going to pull out,” Mr. Trump told reporters.

‘Obama didn’t negotiate’

Accusations of Russia violating the treaty 

pre-date the Trump presidency, and go back 

to 2008. “I don’t know why President Obama 

didn’t negotiate or pull out. And we’re not going 

to let them violate a nuclear agreement and go 

out and do weapons and we’re not allowed to,” 

said Mr. Trump.

The U.S. administration, under former President 

Barack Obama, raised the issue of Russia 

testing a ground-launched cruise missile with 

Russian President Vladimir Putin in 2014. The 

Russians denied the allegations and raised 

counter-allegations of the U.S. installing missile 

defence systems in Europe.

While the two countries failed to find a resolution 

using the dispute resolution mechanism in the 

treaty, the U.S. continued to remain party to the 

treaty under pressure from its European allies. 

Mr. Bolton, known to be a hawk, has been 

the driving force behind the U.S.’s decision to 

withdraw from the INF, The New York Times had 

reported  , prior to Mr. Trump announcing the 

withdrawal. U.S. Defense Secretary James 

Mattis had told NATO Ministers earlier in 

October that the U.S. would withdraw from 

the INF if Russia did not roll-back its Novator 

missiles.

A withdrawal will allow the U.S. new weapon 

options in the Pacific in its efforts to counter 

China’s growing influence. There are also 

concerns that the treaty’s end could mark the 

beginning of a new arms race between the U.S. 

anda Russia.

Russia’s warning

The Russian government   warned the U.S. 

against such a withdrawal. “If the Americans 

continue to act as crudely and bluntly... 

and unilaterally withdraw from all sorts of 

agreement and mechanisms from the Iran deal 

to the International Postal treaty, then we’ll be 

reduced to taking action in response, including 

of a military nature. But we don’t want to go that 
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far,” said Russia’s Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov.

Reactions across Europe were varied. The German Foreign Minister, Heiko Maas, called Mr 

Trump’s decision “regrettable” and the U.K. Defence Secretary, Gavin Williamson, said Britain 

would remain “absolutely resolute” in standing by the U.S. in its position against Russia.
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S-400, Kamov on the agenda of Modi, 
Putin
Ahead of the bilateral summit between Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi and Russian President 

Vladimir Putin later this week, discussions 

are “still under way” between the two sides to 

conclude a final deal for 200 Kamov-226T utility 

helicopters.

“Having also received feedback from the Ministry 

of Defence (MoD) of India, we responded to a 

Request For Proposal (RFP) sent by the MoD 

to the joint venture in August 2018. Negotiations 

are still under way,” Rosoboronexport said in an 

e-mail response to questions from The Hindu.

Rosoboronexport said the timing of the signing 

of the contract depends on the “decisions and 

answers” of the Defence Ministry. A defence 

official said there were “still some procedures 

to be completed” before it can be signed.

India and Russia have already concluded an 

Inter-Governmental Agreement (IGA) for 200 

helicopters estimated to cost over $1 billion. 

Under the deal, 60 helicopters will be imported 

from Russia and at least another 140 will be 

built in India by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited 

(HAL) with technology transfer. As part of this, a 

joint venture was set up in India which will build 

the helicopters.

S-400 systems

However, the big focus during Mr. Putin’s visit on 

October 4-5 is the proposed Rs. 39,000-crore 

deal for five S-400 air defence systems as 

the prospect of U.S. sanctions looms large 

with U.S. officials warning against it. Officials 

said the process to conclude a deal is almost 

complete but remain tight-lipped if the deal 

would be signed during the summit.

Several officials have stated on various 

occasions that India would go ahead with the 

deal and it was for the U.S. to find a way around 

the Countering America’s Adversaries through 

Sanctions Act (CAATSA) to avoid sanctions.

India has decided to drop the offset clause for 

India and 
The World
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the deal though it was Russia which did not 

want offsets initially. “They [Russia] agreed 

for offsets later, but we decided not to include 

them as it would drive up the cost and delay 

deliveries,” a defence official said.

In October 2016, the two countries concluded 

IGA for five S-400 systems and four stealth 

frigates after which the negotiations began to 

conclude a commercial contract.

Threat of sanctions

With the friction in relations between the U.S. 

and Russia, the S-400 has become a major 

point of friction. Several countries, including 

some U.S. allies, have expressed interest 

or are acquiring the system and Washington 

has threatened them with sanctions. Early 

this month, the Trump administration imposed 

sanctions on some entities and individuals in 

China as it recently acquired Su-35 fighter jets 

and S-400 systems.

In December last year, Turkey signed a deal 

to acquire these systems; in October last year 

Saudi Arabia signed a memo of intent to acquire 

the S-400 and talks are on to finalise the deal. 

Interestingly, Saudi Arabia has threatened Qatar 

with military action if it moves to acquire the 

same system. According to the portal military 

today, the S-400 has been exported to Algeria 

as well.

The state-of-the-art S-400 Triumf (NATO name 

SA-21 Growler) is considered one of the most 

advanced long-range defence systems in the 

world. It has a range of 400 km and can hit targets 

at a height of up to 30 km. Its powerful radars 

can track hundreds of targets simultaneously 

and destroy a range of targets.

Each system includes a command post, a 3D 

phased array acquisition radar, optional tracking 

radar and firing units. There are various kinds of 

missiles to choose from based on the mission 

requirements.

India backs direct talks with Taliban
India   expressed “readiness” to work towards 

implementing the Tashkent Declaration of 

March 2018 that called for direct talks with the 

Taliban without preconditions.
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Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziyoyev during 

his official speech delivered here suggested a 

political dialogue between Kabul and the fighters 

to put an end to the conflict in Afghanistan and 

to restore regional stability.

In a joint statement at the end of official 

discussions with the visiting Uzbek leader, 

both sides pledged to work on the goals of the 

Tashkent Declaration.

“…They expressed full readiness to a close 

partnership for the implementation of the 

Tashkent Declaration adopted at the end of 

the International Conference on Afghanistan 

on the theme ‘Peace process, cooperation in 

the field of security and regional cooperation’ 

in Uzbekistan on March 26-27, 2018,” the 

statement declared. “Because of the conflict in 

Afghanistan we have suffered a great deal in the 

past. There is no military solution to the problem 

and the government of Afghanistan should 

hold political dialogue to end the conflict,” said 

President Mirziyoyev.

The Tashkent Declaration had called for 

“direct negotiation with the Taliban without any 

preconditions.”

The Uzbek leader who is visiting India soon after 

the visit by his Afghan counterpart Ashraf Ghani 

is one of the tallest regional leaders to speak 

on dialogue between Kabul and the Taliban 

fighters who are challenging President Ghani’s 

government in large parts of Afghanistan.

The visiting dignitary said India and Uzbekistan 

agree on key regional security issues and 

highlighted the defence cooperation.

President Mirziyoyev and Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi presided over a ceremony where 

17 agreements were signed and exchanged at 

the Hyderabad House.

Two of the agreements were on defence 

education and security cooperation.

India sends relief material to Indonesia
The Indian Air Force and the Navy   launched 

efforts to deliver relief material to the tsunami-

hit Indonesia.

The Navy has diverted its ships INS 

Tir , Sujata and Shardul on deployment to 

Singapore to Palu in Indonesia. The IAF has 
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deployed one C-130J and one C-17 transport 

aircraft to ferry medical teams and relief material.

Besides bricks and other relief material normally 

carried, these ships have on board 30,000 litres 

of bottled drinking water, 1,500 litres of packaged 

juices, 500 litres of milk, 700 kg of biscuits and 

20 tents. The ships were dispatched at first light   

morning, a Navy officer said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi called up 

Indonesian President Joko Widodo and offered 

assistance.

The C-130J aircraft is carrying a field hospital 

from Agra. The C-17 aircraft is carrying tents, 

generators, medicines and others from the 

National Disaster Management Authority. The 

C-130J carrying 37 medical personnel took off 

from the Hindon Air Force Station to Chennai. 

From Chennai, the aircraft will fly to the 

Kualanamu international airport and from there, 

to Palu. “Light medical equipment, including 

an X-ray machine, and medicines are being 

carried,” an IAF officer said.

Forgo S-400 system, U.S. tells India
 “We urge all of our allies and partners to forgo 

transactions with Russia that would trigger 

sanctions under CAATSA. The Administration 

has indicated that a focus area for the 

implementation of CAATSA Section 231 is new 

or qualitative upgrades in capability – including 

the S-400 air and missile defense system,” the 

official said.

The waiver provisions may not apply to India 

in this deal, the spokesperson indicated. “There 

are strict criteria for considering a waiver. The 

waiver is narrow, intended to wean countries 

off Russian equipment and allow for things 

such as spare parts for previously-purchased 

equipment,” said the official.

Extensive consultations

Meanwhile, Indian sources said India and the 

U.S. have had extensive consultations on the 

deal and the decision does not come as a 

surprise to the Trump administration. “The U.S 

has been pressing India for scaling down its 

defence cooperation with Russia, while India 

has been clear about its intentions regarding 

the S-400 deal,” an official said.

The State Department said recently that India 

has ordered defence equipment worth $18 
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billion from the U.S, and the administration is 

unlikely to stall it all under sanctions. There 

could be strong statements from the U.S, in 

continuation with its line, but sanctions are 

extremely unlikely according to both official and 

unofficial sources.

Neil Bjorkman, Vice-President of Legislative 

Affairs at the U.S.-India Strategic Partnership 

Forum (USISPF), who spearheads lobbying 

for waiver from CAATSA for India, said: “The 

U.S. Government does not want India to 

buy the S-400 from Russia but we predict 

that the Trump Administration will ultimately 

allow the go-ahead with the purchase without 

sanctioning India. U.S. Secretary of Defense 

Mattis spent a lot of political capital for India 

and the waiver authority was approved by the 

lead Republicans and Democrats on the Armed 

Services Committees. Is it a blank cheque for 

India? No. But was the law designed to allow 

India to receive the waiver? Absolutely.”

“It is difficult to predict what the President will 

do, but it is safe to assume that no interest 

group in the U.S. wants to impose sanctions 

on India and reward Russia. The purpose of 

CAATSA is to punish, and not reward, Russia,” 

said Benjamin Schwartz, head of the U.S.-India 

Business Council’s Defense and Aerospace 

programme.

The waiver option

“I believe the administration would like to use 

the waiver authority,” said Richard Rossow, 

Wadhwani Chair in U.S.-India Policy Studies 

at CSIS. Mr. Rossow, however, thinks that “if 

Congress tightens sanctions against Russia, 

there is a chance that the S-400 agreement 

could be reviewed further down the road.”

There is also no specific trigger points mentioned 

in CAATSA for sanctions, and the administration 

can delay the decision without announcing any 

waiver.

The question of presidential waiver arises if 

and only when the State Department moves 

ahead with a plan to impose sanctions on India. 

Sanctions against India are not something that 

the State Department, Pentagon, White House 

or the U.S. Congress wants.
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UN urges India not to deport seven 
Rohingya
As India prepares to deport seven Rohingya 

“illegals” to Myanmar, two UN agencies urged 

the government to refrain from doing anything 

that would endanger the lives of those it plans 

to deport.

“UN High Commissioner for Refugees has 

expressed its view that the current conditions 

in Rakhine State in Myanmar are not conducive 

for safe, dignified and sustainable return for 

Rohingya,” a UNHCR spokesperson told The 

Hindu,calling upon India to reconsider its 

decision and “refrain from measures that could 

directly or indirectly lead to the return of a person 

to a country where his or her life or freedom 

would be in danger”.

In a separate statement issued by the Office 

of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, 

Tendayi Achiume, the UN Special Rapporteur 

on racism, said: “The Indian Government has an 

international legal obligation to fully acknowledge 

the institutionalised discrimination, persecution, 

hate and gross human rights violations these 

people have faced in their country of origin and 

provide them the necessary protection.”

Refoulement risk

The decision to press ahead with the deportation 

of seven Rohingya, who entered Assam illegally 

in 2012, came even as UN Secretary-General 

Antonio Guterres was on a visit to India.

In an interaction  , Mr. Guterres warned that 

sending the Rohingya back to an unsafe 

situation in Myanmar would violate UN principles 

on “refoulement”.

Separately, Shirin Sharmeen Chaudhury, 

Speaker of Parliament of Bangladesh — where 

almost a million Rohingyas have taken refuge 

after fleeing attacks by Myanmar’s security 

forces — asked countries to exercise caution 

and ensure the safety of the men being deported 

before sending them to Myanmar’s Rakhine 

state.

Amid U.S. threat, India, Russia set to 
sign three major deals
Russian President Vladimir Putin landed in 

Delhi   for the annual India-Russia summit 
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which could see the signing of military deals 

totalling close to $10 billion; a 24-hour visit that 

could have lasting implications for the India-

U.S. relationship as well.

India and Russia are expected to conclude 

three major military deals: for five S-400 

missile systems estimated to cost about Rs. 

39,000 crore (more than $5 billion), four stealth 

frigates and a deal for Ak-103 assault rifles to 

be manufactured in India. The U.S. has warned 

that the deals could attract sanctions under 

the Countering America’s Adversaries Through 

Sanctions Act (CAATSA) law that restricts 

defence purchases from Russia, Iran and North 

Korea.

India has been in negotiations with the U.S. 

administration for a “sanctions waiver”, but 

American officials have given no clear signal 

they will provide one. Last month, Donald 

Trump’s administration imposed sanctions on 

China as it started taking delivery of Su-35 jets 

and S-400 systems.

Tightrope walk

The breadth of agreements, including the S-400 

deal, during Mr. Putin’s visit is seen as a reiteration 

of India’s desire for “strategic autonomy” that 

was highlighted by Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi in a speech this year. It comes a month 

after the inaugural 2+2 dialogue with the U.S., 

in which India signed the third foundational 

agreement — Communications Compatibility 

and Security Agreement (COMCASA) — in 

addition to announcing several measures 

to operationalise the Major Defence Partner 

status, indicative of the difficult balance India 

hopes to maintain amid deepening U.S.-Russia 

tensions.

Mr. Putin and Mr. Modi will meet   for a “working 

breakfast” followed by delegation-level talks. 

They are expected to witness the signing of at 

least 23 agreements, an official said, including 

a major pact on space cooperation and an MoU 

for road transport.

India, Russia sign S-400 missile deal
Mr. Putin is understood to have even asked Mr. 

Modi for tips on implementing the GST (Goods 

and Services Tax), which Russia is hoping to 
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roll out soon.

“We were able to talk face-to-face without any 

rush about the critical problems in the world, 

discuss issues of principle in the development 

of Russian-Indian cooperation and lay out new 

horizons,” Mr. Putin told journalists.

The eight agreements that were signed 

spanned diverse areas ranging from space and 

nuclear cooperation to railways and agriculture. 

The two countries set a target of $30 billion 

bilateral trade by 2025, and Mr. Putin invited Mr. 

Modi to Vladivostok for the economic forum in 

September 2019.

Russia also agreed to assist India with training 

for its Gaganyaan project to put a human in 

space by 2022. “Russia has always been with 

us in the development journey of India. The next 

goal in our space journey is to send an Indian 

astronaut in Gaganyaan. I am very happy that 

you have assured full cooperation of Russia in 

this mission,” Mr. Modi said.

India leaves out offset clause for S-400
The Rs. 40,300-crore deal between India 

and Russia for five S-400 air defence missile 

systems does not have any offset clause. 

India has decided to drop it so as to advance 

deliveries, though it was Russia that initially did 

not want offsets.

“They [Russia] agreed for offsets later, but we 

decided not to include them as it would drive 

up the cost and delay the delivery schedule,” a 

defence source said.

On schedule

As per the schedule, Russia will start deliveries 

after 24 months, which is 2020-end. Contract 

negotiations started after an inter-governmental 

agreement was concluded in October 2016. 

Speaking to a group of presspersons at Aero 

India 2017 in Bengaluru, Victor N. Kladov, 

director, international cooperation and regional 

policy, Rostec State Corporation of Russia, said 

there was no offset component in the S-400 

deal and this would be a “strategic system” and 

“no offset package is the best choice” because 

it would cause delays.

Under the defence procurement procedure, 

deals worth Rs. 2,000 crore or more have 
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a 30% offset clause. This is meant to bring 

technologies to the country and build domestic 

defence manufacturing capabilities. As a result, 

manufacturers add the cost of fulfilling the offset 

obligations to the deal.

Strict criteria

In an indication of the tough bargain India has 

to take up for a sanctions waiver under the 

Countering America’s Adversaries through 

Sanctions Act (CAATSA), a spokesperson of 

the U.S. State Department said   that there 

were “strict criteria” for a waiver, and urged all 

its allies and partners to “forgo transactions” 

with Russia.

“The waiver authority is not country-specific. 

There are strict criteria for considering a 

waiver. The waiver is narrow, intended to wean 

countries off Russian equipment and allow for 

things such as spare parts for the previously 

purchased equipment,” the spokesperson said, 

without any reference to India.

The spokesperson said a focus area for the 

implementation of the CAATSA would be “new 

or qualitative upgrades in capability,” including 

the S-400. The recent sanctions on a Chinese 

government entity for an S-400 delivery 

underscored the seriousness of the Donald 

Trump administration’s resolve.

Upgraded MiG-29 adds to air power
The Indian Air Force’s beast — MiG-29 — has 

gained in strength and ferocity after an upgrade, 

giving the force, battling a shortage of fighter 

aircraft, a much-needed boost, according to 

officials.

The Russian-origin aircraft, now capable of 

effecting mid-air refuelling, is compatible with 

latest missiles and can launch multi-dimensional 

attacks, Flight Lieutenant Karan Kohli, who is 

deployed at the Adampur Air Force Station, 

said.

Critical role

Even in the previous ‘legacy version’, the aircraft 

played an important role as the IAF stamped its 

supremacy over the Pakistani force during the 

Kargil War of 1999.

Last week, the upgraded MiG-29 showcased 

its combat capabilities at Admapur. The country 
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will celebrate the Air Force Day on October 8.

“With the upgrade, as compared to the previous 

‘legacy version’ of the MiG-29 bought under 

emergency clause in early 1980s, the fighter 

jets are capable to give a befitting response,” 

said an official, requesting anonymity, when 

asked about any possible two-front war with 

China and Pakistan.

Flt. Lt. Kohli said the upgraded MiG-29 also had 

Multi-Functional Display (MFD) screen.

On September 12, IAF chief, Air Chief Marshal 

B.S. Dhanoa, had said the force was reeling 

under a severe shortage of fighter aircraft. He 

had said the force currently had 31 squadrons 

of fighter jets against the sanctioned strength of 

42 squadrons.

“Even when we do have 42 squadrons, we will 

be below the combined numbers of two of our 

regional adversaries,” he had said.

The strategically important Adampur Air Force 

Station, which is around 100 km from Pakistan 

and 250 km away from China borders, is now 

equipped with upgraded MiG-29.

The IAF has three squadrons of MiG-29 fighter 

jets in operation, two of them at the Adampur Air 

Force Station. One squadron comprises 16-18 

aircraft.

Flt. Lt. Kohli said the force now had a combat 

aircraft which was flexible and could manoeuvre 

every situation so that IAF pilots could change 

their position and strike the enemy.

He said the fighter plane had the capability of 

taking off vertically, which had “increased the 

IAF’s power a lot.”

Quick take off

The upgraded MiG-29 aircraft could take off 

within five minutes of spotting a hostile jet trying 

to enter the Indian airspace and destroy it, he 

said.

“With air-to-air refuelling feature, the upgraded 

MiG-29 can cover larger distance as compared 

to the previous aircraft and destroy the enemy,” 

said another IAF officer.

BrahMos engineer held for ‘ISI links’
An engineer working at the BrahMos Aerospace 

Private Limited centre in Nagpur was   arrested 

on charges of illegally possessing highly 
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sensitive and secret documents, the Uttar 

Pradesh police said.

The police is probing if the engineer, identified 

as Nishant Agarwal, transmitted the confidential 

data to Pakistan agency ISI, as officials suspect.

Mr. Agarwal was arrested from his residence 

in Nagpur in a joint operation by the anti-terror 

teams of U.P. and Maharashtra.

During the search, “secret and highly sensitive 

documents” were found on his personal 

computer, U.P. ATS IG Aseem Arun told 

reporters here.

Possessing of such documents is “in itself a 

violation of the Official Secrets Act,” said Mr. 

Arun.

The officer said they were still probing if Mr. 

Agarwal had transmitted the documents to 

Pakistan and whether he received any money 

for it.

Mr. Agarwal was allegedly in touch with two 

Pakistan-based Facebook profiles and the ATS 

has downloaded the chat history to analyse the 

interaction in detail. The two IDs were apparently 

fake, made under the name of women, said the 

ATS, suggesting a case of suspected honey-

trap.

While the ATS seized material from his 

residence in Nagpur, an old laptop belonging to 

the accused was also recovered from his native 

in Roorkee in Uttarakhand.

Police have also questioned two persons in 

Kanpur and Agra in connection with the case. 

Their laptops have also been seized.

The information about the FB IDs came during 

investigation of BSF jawan Achutanand Mishra, 

who was arrested last month from Noida on 

charges of allegedly spying for the ISI after 

being ‘honey-trapped’ on social media.

Mr. Agarwal studied at the NIT Kurekshetra and 

was considered a brilliant student. In a recent 

Facebook post, he mentioned being awarded 

Young Scientist Award by the DRDO.

Nirmala begins France visit today
Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman begins 

a three-day visit to France   during which both 

sides are expected to deliberate on further 

boosting their already close defence and 
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security ties.

Ms. Sitharaman’s visit comes in the backdrop 

of a huge controversy over the procurement of 

36 Rafale jets from French aerospace major 

Dassault Aviation.

Official’s sources said Ms. Sitharaman will hold 

wide-ranging talks with her French counterpart 

Florence Parly on ways to deepen strategic 

cooperation between the two countries and also 

deliberate on major regional and global issues 

of mutual interests. MS. Sitharaman will also 

take stock of progress in the supply of 36 Rafale 

jets by Dassault to the Indian Air Force under a 

Rs. 58,000 crore deal. There was indication that 

she may even visit the facility where the jets are 

being manufactured, the sources said.

In their talks, Ms. Sitharaman and Ms. Parly 

are expected to deliberate on joint production 

of military platforms and weapons by the two 

countries.

Earlier this year, France was pitching for starting 

negotiations for procurement of another batch 

of 36 Rafale jets by India. However, New Delhi 

was not keen on pursuing it. In April, the Indian 

Air Force started the process to acquire a fleet 

of 114 fighter jets and Dassault Aviation has 

emerged as one of the key contenders for the 

contract.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi had announced 

the procurement of a batch of 36 Rafale jets after 

talks with the then French President Francois 

Hollande on April 10, 2015 in Paris.

India wins election to UNHRC
India was elected to the United Nations’ top 

human rights body   for a period of three years 

beginning January 1, 2019, getting 188 votes in 

the Asia-Pacific category, the highest number of 

votes among all candidates.

The 193-member UN General Assembly held 

elections here for new members to the UN 

Human Rights Council. The 18 new members 

were elected by absolute majority through a 

secret ballot. Countries needed a minimum of 

97 votes to get elected to the Council.

In the Asia Pacific category, India got 188 votes 

followed by Fiji with 187 votes, Bangladesh 178, 

Bahrain and Philippines 165 each.
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India had previously been elected to the 

Geneva-based Human Rights Council for the 

2011-2014 and 2014-2017 terms.

PM to pay ‘working visit’ to Japan
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Japan on 

October 28 and 29 to attend the annual bilateral 

summit with Prime Minister Shinzo Abe. The 

visit is being billed as “a working visit”, and 

the two sides are expected to discuss several 

agreements on enhancing defence and trade 

cooperation and hold talks on the “Indo-Pacific” 

region.

“Prime Minister Modi’s visit will reaffirm the 

traditional bonds of friendship between the two 

countries and strengthen their multifaceted 

cooperation. It will also advance the vision of 

India and Japan working together to promote 

peace and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific region 

and beyond,” a statement by the External 

Ministry Affairs said, indicating talks on 

synergising India’s “Act East Policy” with Mr. 

Abe’s “Free and Open Indo-Pacific Strategy”.

Ahead of the visit, Japan’s National Security 

Advisor Shotaro Yachi visited India and 

met National Security Adviser Ajit Doval. 

Foreign Secretary Vijay Gokhale and Japan’s 

Ambassador Kenji Hiramatsu met last week to 

discuss Japanese investments in developing 

the northeastern States.

During the visit, the Prime Ministers are 

expected to focus on the early completion of 

the Mumbai-Ahmedabad bullet train railway line 

using Japanese ‘Shikansen’ technology, and 

funded by loans from Japan.

A deal for India to buy Japan’s ShinMaywa 

US-2 amphibious aircraft for search and rescue 

operations remains on the agenda, as it has 

been since 2014, but has not made headway 

yet.

Special forces in India-U.S. exercise
The first India-U.S. tri-services exercise is 

likely to take place in 2019, and talks are on to 

include the special forces of the two countries in 

the drill, a senior U.S. defence official has said.

The three forces of each country already take 

part in bilateral exercises separately — their 
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Armies participate in an annual drill called 

Yudh Abyaas, whose latest edition took place 

in September, and the Air Forces take part in a 

bilateral drill called Cope India.

The Navies participate in an exercise called 

Malabar, involving Japan.

But this will be the first time, the three services 

of India and the U.S. will participate in a drill 

together.

All services

“The first one will be in India, and it will take 

place in 2019. It would include all our services, 

plus we are kind of scoping the exercise right 

now to include each of the services’ special 

operations forces. That is very exciting. This is 

under discussion right now ... essentially all our 

services, plus potentially the special operations 

forces,” Brigadier-General David E. Brigham 

said.

An initial planning conference will be held to 

discuss the scale of the exercise, he said.

No date has been fixed for the joint drill yet, Mr. 

Brigham said.

The drill may take place sometime in late August 

because U.S. naval ships could be in the region 

around that time.

UN scenario

The drill will focus on a United Nations-

based scenario and the overarching mission 

of humanitarian assistance, disaster relief 

measure, the U.S. Brigadier-General said.

He said India was the “natural humanitarian 

disaster relief hub” in the Indo-Pacific region.

The Indian Army has Para SF, the Navy has 

Marcos while the Air Force has the Garud as 

their respective special forces.

Though the joint tri-services drill was formally 

announced after the first 2+2 dialogue between 

the principals of the External Affairs and Defence 

Ministries of the two countries last month, work 

on it had begun much before.

India, France in talks to conduct tri-
service exercise
India and France are in discussions for a bilateral 

tri-service military exercise to take forward 

the strategic cooperation while also exploring 

ways to operationalise the logistics agreement. 
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These issues were discussed during the visit of 

Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman to Paris 

last week.

“We have agreed on a bilateral tri-service 

exercise with France. The modalities are being 

worked out and it is likely to be held next year,” 

an official source said.

This will be India’s third such joint exercise. 

The first joint tri-service exercise was held with 

Russia in October last year and has finalised 

one with the U.S. to be held next year.

India and France currently hold bilateral 

exercises between individual services — Shakti, 

Varuna and Garuda respectively for the Army, 

Navy and Air Force.

India and France signed a logistics pact in March 

this year which gives access to their militaries to 

each other’s bases for logistics support. While 

the agreement gives India access to French 

military bases all over the world on a “reciprocal 

basis,” of particular interest for New Delhi are 

the three French bases in the Indian Ocean — 

Reunion Island, Djibouti and Abu Dhabi.

Taking it forward

Ms. Sitharaman and her French counterpart 

Florence Parly discussed “how to operationalise 

it and make it happen.” “While the agreement 

has been signed, we now have to identify 

specific aspects to implement it,” the source 

added.

These three bases would give the Indian Navy 

and the Air Force operational turnaround to 

the far end of the Indian Ocean, improving its 

monitoring and surveillance of the region, in the 

backdrop of increased Chinese presence in the 

Indian Ocean Region (IOR).

India, China set to resume drill
India and China will resume the annual joint 

Army exercise ‘Hand-in-Hand’ in December 

in China’s Chengdu region, an Army official 

said. The drill was cancelled last year due to 

tense relations in the aftermath of the Doklam 

standoff.

“The Exercise Planning Conference is 

scheduled to be held from November 1-3 at 

Chengdu in China to work out the modalities 

of the exercise,” said the official, who spoke on 
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condition of anonymity.

“The final dates of the exercise, which will 

tentatively take place in mid-December, will be 

finalised during the conference.”

Following the Wuhan summit between Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese President 

Xi Jinping in April, the two countries have initiated 

several measures to normalise relations.

About 175 personnel from each side will take 

part. The Indian sidewould be represented by 

troops from the 11 Sikh Light regiment under 

the Northern Command.

The scope of the exercise is to understand 

transnational terrorism and evolve joint drills 

for the conduct of counter terrorism operations, 

in addition to Humanitarian Assistance and 

Disaster Relief operations.

In three phases

The exercise will be held in three phases — 

familiarisation, basic training and the joint 

exercise.

Separately, the Army has for the first time 

organised a forward area tour to Leh on October 

16 and 17 for interested foreign service attaches 

posted in India.

India seeks middle ground with US 
and Iran as sanctions near
With about two weeks to go before the second 

round of US sanctions on Iran come into 

effect, India seems to have worked out an 

arrangement with both countries to protect its 

national interests.

India’s foreign ministry spokesman Raveesh 

Kumar   described the talks between Indian 

officials and US special envoy on Iran, Brian 

Hook, and US assistant secretary of state for 

energy resources Francis R. Fannon, in New 

Delhi last week, as “good”.

“We had good discussions...we (India) have 

conveyed to him (Hook) that the price of crude 

oil is a matter of concern for the domestic 

economy and directly impacts the common 

man,” said Kumar. “We are engaged with all 

stakeholders on this matter. Our expectations 

have been made known to the US,” he said.

Kumar said India was appreciative of Mike 

Pompeo, the US secretary of state, who said 
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the objective of the sanctions that come into 

force on 4 November was aimed at penalizing 

Iran and not aimed at India.

Pompeo, however, said Washington would 

consider waivers on the embargo, but also 

warned that these waivers would be time-

limited, if granted.

Energy-starved India has been worried about 

the sanctions against Iran coming into effect, 

given it imports as much as 83% of its crude oil 

needs.

About 9.4% of the total 220.4 million tonnes of 

crude oil imported by India in 2017-18 was from 

Iran.

Iran is the third-largest oil producer in the 

Organization of the Petroleum Exporting 

Countries (OPEC) and a key supplier, especially 

to refiners in Asia.

India’s official position has been that it does not 

recognize sanctions that are not imposed by 

the United Nations.

But given that the US sanctions bar trade and 

payments to Iran in US dollar, New Delhi was 

looking at other ways to pay Iran for its oil.

In May, US President Donald Trump said he 

was pulling the US out of the 2015 Iran nuclear 

deal, which limited Iran’s nuclear ambitions 

in exchange for removing joint US-Europe 

sanctions, which included strict curbs on crude 

oil exports. He also announced the roll out of 

sanctions against Tehran, one set of which 

came into force from August.

A second set that is particularly crippling is to 

come into effect on 4 November.

It includes measures aimed at its oil and 

shipping sectors, with a six-month “wind down” 

period “to allow companies to end contracts, 

terminate business, (and) get their money out”, 

according to the US State Department.

State department said in a note. The second 

set of sanctions also target Iran’s “port operators, 

and shipping and shipbuilding sectors”, besides 

sanctions on petroleum-related transactions, 

that is the purchase of petroleum, petroleum 

products, or petrochemical products from Iran, 

on the National Iranian Oil Company (NIOC), 

Naftiran Intertrade Company (NICO), and 

National Iranian Tanker Company (NITC). 
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There will also be sanctions on transactions 

by foreign financial institutions with the Central 

Bank of Iran, the US

Reports earlier this month said Indian state 

refiners have contracted import of 1.25 million 

tonnes of crude oil from the Persian Gulf nation 

and were preparing to replace dollar payments 

with rupee trade.

The Press Trust of India quoted top industry 

officials as saying that Indian Oil Corp. Ltd (IOC) 

and Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals 

Ltd (MRPL) had contracted 1.25 million tonnes 

of Iranian oil for import in November.

But a Reuters report   said India’s Reliance 

Industries Ltd, owner of the world’s biggest 

refining complex, has halted imports of Iranian 

crude ahead of the US sanctions.

H1B visa issue: India engaged with 
Trump administration, says External 
Affairs Ministry
As the U.S. plans major changes in H-1B 

visas, India on October 18 said it was “closely 

engaged” with the Trump administration as 

well as the U.S. Congress on the matter. The 

comment by the spokesperson in the Ministry of 

External Affairs came after Washington said it is 

planning to “revise” the definition of employment 

and speciality occupations under the H-1B visas 

by January, a move which will have an adverse 

impact on Indian IT companies in the U.S.

“It is a very important topic for us and that is 

the reason why time and again, at different 

levels, we have taken up the matter with the 

US side. Most recently, it was discussed and 

mentioned during the two-plus-two talks,” 

MEA spokesperson Raveesh Kumar said. He 

said India is closely engaged with the Trump 

administration as well as the U.S. Congress on 

the matter.

“It is indeed correct that the administration 

has taken measures to prevent abuse of this 

programme and there are certain bills which 

have been introduced,” Mr. Kumar said. “I think 

what we get to hear are the provisions from 

those bills, but it is important to note that none of 

these bills have been passed so far,” he added.

The MEA spokesperson said that, during 
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discussions, India conveyed to the U.S. 

the contribution made to the growth and 

development of the U.S. economy by the highly 

skilled Indian professionals.

The H-1B visa, most sought-after among 

Indian IT professionals, is a non-immigrant 

visa that allows U.S. companies to employ 

foreign workers in speciality occupations that 

require theoretical or technical expertise. The 

technology companies depend on it to hire tens 

of thousands of employees each year from 

countries like India and China.

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 

said on October 17 that the U.S. Citizenship and 

Immigration Services (USCIS) plans to come 

out with its new proposal by January 2019. It 

will “propose to revise the definition of specialty 

occupation” to increase focus on obtaining 

the best and the brightest foreign nationals 

via the H-1B programme. It will also “revise 

the definition” of employment and employer-

employee relationship to “better protect” U.S. 

workers and wages, the DHS said.

Such a move, which is part of the Unified Fall 

Agenda of the Trump administration, is likely to 

have an adverse impact on the functioning of 

Indian IT companies in the U.S. and also small 

and medium-sized contractual companies in the 

IT sector, which are mostly owned by Indian-

Americans.

India, Japan, U.S. plan joint air 
exercise
India, Japan and the U.S. are set to elevate the 

bilateral ‘Cope India’ air exercise to a trilateral 

format. The three countries already conduct 

naval war games under the expanded Malabar 

naval exercise.

The U.S. had proposed a trilateral air exercise 

between India, Japan and the U.S. For this, 

the Cope India exercise will be elevated to a 

trilateral level in phases, two official sources 

independently confirmed on condition of 

anonymity.

The next edition is scheduled to be held 

in December for which the Final Planning 

Conference to finalise the modalities of the 

exercise is scheduled next week in Kalaikunda 



aspirantforum.com

Vo
l. 

50
 O

ct
. 2

01
8

Vol.50
News and Events of Oct. 2018

Visit aspirantforum.com for  Guidance and Study Material for IAS Exam

[West Bengal], a defence official said.

“To begin with, it will be a small-level exercise 

involving transport aircraft in the trilateral format. 

It will be scaled up in subsequent editions,” the 

defence official added.

Japan to send observers

At the annual Defence Ministerial Meeting in 

August between Defence Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman and her Japanese counterpart 

Itsunori Onodera, it was agreed that Japan will 

send observers for the next round of Cope India 

exercises between India and U.S. to be hosted 

by the Indian Air Force.

The level of interoperability in the exercises, 

both bilateral and trilateral, is expected to go up 

with India recently signing the Communications 

Compatibility and Security Agreement with the 

U.S.

Israel, India sign $777 mn missile deal
Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI) has signed a 

$777 mn deal with Bharat Electronics Limited 

(BEL) to supply additional Barak-8 Long Range 

Surface to Air Missile (LRSAM) systems for 

seven warships of the Indian Navy.

“IAI’s partnership with India dates many years 

back and has culminated in joint system 

development and production,” IAI Chief 

Executive Officer Nimrod Sheffer said in Israel  .

The total orders for LRSAM systems have 

crossed over $6 billion, he added.

The LRSAM can intercept aerial targets up to a 

range of 80 km. It is being co-developed by the 

DRDO in India and IAI, and will be manufactured 

by Bharat Dynamics Limited.

Abe’s visit won’t impact ties with 
Japan, says New Delhi
The ongoing visit of Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 

to China, just ahead of Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi’s visit to Japan, will have no effect on 

India-Japan ties, said Foreign Secretary Vijay 

Gokhale.

“India and Japan have a shared vision not only 

of our bilateral ties but in the regional and global 

perspective, including on the Indo-Pacific... Not 

only will there be no impact of [Mr. Abe’s China] 

visit, but India welcomes the improvement in 
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ties between China and Japan, because an 

Indo-Pacific that is inclusive and brings every 

country on board is something Prime Minister 

Modi has spoken off.”

Sign of thaw

In a sign of a thaw, Mr. Abe is making the first 

visit by a Japanese leader to China in 11 years. 

He will be in Beijing until Saturday and return to 

Japan in time to welcome Mr. Modi.

The two leaders are expected to dine together 

at Mr. Abe’s holiday home in Yamanashi, take 

a walk at a hotel with a view of Japan’s Mount 

Fuji, visit an automated factory, and then travel 

to Tokyo together by train.

During formal talks   in Tokyo, Mr. Modi and Mr. 

Abe will discuss progress on a range of projects, 

collaboration on projects in third countries 

along the “Asia-Africa” growth corridor and 

cooperation on the “connectivity, economic and 

geostrategic” aspects of the Indo-Pacific region, 

the Foreign Secretary said.

India and Japan are already working on an LNG 

terminal in Sri Lanka, and similar projects will be 

explored in other parts of India’s neighbourhood 

during the talks. 

India pins its prestige on Mauritius 
project
In 2015, when Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

had witnessed the signing of the agreement 

for Agalega Islands, the MoU had provided for 

“setting up and upgradation of infrastructure 

for improving sea and air connectivity” and 

enhancing “capabilities of the Mauritian 

Defence Forces in safeguarding their interests 

in the Outer Island.

However, since then, there have been growing 

reports over the Indian Naval and Coast Guard’s 

interests in setting up transponder systems and 

surveillance infrastructure, which has led to 

some local protests.

In March this year, several islanders, including 

some from Agalega, which has a tiny population 

of 300, formed the “Koalision Zilwa Pou Lape” 

(Islanders Coalition for Peace), to lobby against 

the Agalega project. The protests were fuelled by 

the fact that Mauritius is in a major international 

legal battle over the ownership of its Chagos 
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Island at present, which were turned into the 

U.S.’s “Diego Garcia” naval base in the 1960s. 

France maintains naval bases in the Indian 

Ocean and stations frigates off its Reunion 

islands, while China has a string of naval assets 

in the region from Gwadar to Djibouti, all leading 

to fears of their peaceful island region becoming 

increasingly militarised.

However, Indian officials point out that India’s 

projects in the neighbourhood have never been 

acquisitive or “colonial”.

“Unlike the military bases run by other countries, 

the Indian model is of a soft base,” explained a 

government official. “We don’t bar locals from 

moving through any Indian-made project. So 

these governments get more control over their 

domain, without diluting their sovereignty,” the 

official added indicating that the government 

believes the protests are the product of 

“misunderstandings and some motivated 

elements”.

Opposition determined

Mauritian opposition members say they will 

continue to protest the government’s “lack of 

transparency” over the project, and the fact that 

the Mauritian government has exempted the 

project from any Environmental license process 

(EIA clearances).

Worries for India stem from the fact that it was 

just such protests, that began on a very small 

scale in the Seychelles, which led to plans for a 

coast guard facility on the Assumption Islands 

being shelved, after President Danny Faure 

said he lacked the parliamentary strength to 

ratify it. The setback, according to speculation, 

may have been chalked up to China’s heavy 

investment in the Seychelles.

A similar situation was believed to have led to 

former Maldivian President Yameen’s decision 

to cancel the loan of two Indian military 

helicopters and the visas of about 28 naval 

personnel, although after his defeat in elections, 

the decision may have been stayed.

“India needs to project itself as a credible and 

long term partner in a more persuasive manner, 

than what has been the experience in recent 

years,” Commodore (Retd) Uday Bhaskar of 

the Society for Policy Studies told The Hindu.
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India helped Maldives restore 
democracy, says Gayoom
India played a “positive” role in restoration of 

democracy in Maldives by “exerting pressure” 

on the ruling regime, and the new government 

in the island nation would be “sensitive” towards 

New Delhi’s “concerns”, said former Maldivian 

President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom  .

Nearly a month after he was released from jail, 

Mr. Gayoom said the government of President 

Abdulla Yameen inflicted “huge damage” on 

Maldives but democratic forces have prevailed 

over their “enemies”.

Joint opposition leader Ibrahim Mohamed 

Solih came out victorious in the September 23 

presidential election, handing a shock defeat to 

Mr. Yameen.

Asked whether Mr. Yameen drew his strength 

from strong backing by China, Mr. Gayoom 

hoped that Beijing would respect the will of the 

Maldivian people.

Asked about India’s role after imposition of 

emergency by Mr. Yameen in February, Mr. 

Gayoom said, “India did play a positive role, and 

along with other international partners, did exert 

pressure towards restoration of democracy.”

“I do not see the events of the last few years 

having a lasting impact (on bilateral ties)... I do 

not think these bumps and turbulence would 

impact decades of (our) India-first policy,” he 

said. Describing India as the “closest and most 

trusted ally”, he said it was in the interests of 

all countries that there is stability in the Indian 

Ocean region.

Tokyo talks stress democratic values
Prime Minister Narendra Modi stressed here   

that ties with Japan were invested in upholding 

the rule of law and democratic values.

He was speaking at a press conference after a 

summit with his Japanese counterpart, Shinzo 

Abe.

These are the very catch phrases that underlie 

the new security architecture that Japan and 

the United States are trying to put in place to 

counter China. The vision statement specifically 

mentioned the willingness of both countries to 

“expand concrete cooperation with the U.S. and 
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other partners”.

Freedom of navigation

It also referred to the necessity of ensuring 

the freedom of navigation and the importance 

of upholding the UNCLOS (United Nations 

Convention on the Law of the Sea), a set of 

conventions that China has been accused of 

flouting in the South China Sea.

Mr. Modi and his Japanese counterpart, 

Shinzo Abe, further announced the start of 

negotiations on an Acquisition and Cross-

servicing Agreement, a logistics-sharing pact 

that would allow Japanese ships to get fuel and 

servicing at Indian naval bases. Once signed, 

Japan’s Maritime Self-Defence Force will be 

able to secure access to Indian naval facilities 

in the Andaman and Nicobar islands, which 

are strategically located close to the western 

Malacca Straits, a choke point for much of 

Japan and China’s trade and fuel imports. A 

new Foreign and Defence Ministerial Dialogue, 

termed 2+2, was also announced to supplement 

an already formidable array of bilateral dialogue 

mechanisms that include the Annual Defence 

Ministerial Dialogue, Defence Policy Dialogue 

and the National Security Advisers Dialogue.

On the economic front, the two countries have 

agreed to a Bilateral Swap Arrangement that 

would allow their central banks to exchange 

local currencies for up to $75 billion. This is 

substantially more than the $30 billion currency 

swap arrangement announced between China 

and Japan.

Mr. Abe told the press that 57 Japanese 

companies had committed to investing 320 

billion yen in India, which is expected to create 

at least 3,000 new jobs. Mr. Modi said that he 

was convinced that the 21st century could be 

an Asian century only with a strong India-Japan 

relationship at its core.

Pak. accepts India invite to SCO meet
India will host Pakistan and representatives of 

seven member countries that are part of the 

China-led Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 

on handling urban disaster this week.

The National Disaster Response Force is 

hosting the preparatory meeting for the “Joint 
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mock exercise on urban earthquake search 

and rescue” to be held next year in India. The 

meeting assumes significance as India called 

off dialogue with Pakistan last month.

A senior NDRF official said that Pakistan has 

accepted the invitation.

“We have received a confirmation from 

Pakistan. It is not clear whether they would be 

represented from the High Commission here or 

someone would be coming from Pakistan,” the 

official said.

On his Kyrgyzstan visit in August 2017, Home 

Minister Rajnath Singh had announced that 

India would host the 10th meeting of Heads 

of Departments of disaster prevention of SCO 

member states.

The first phase of the meeting will be held from 

November 1-2 at Delhi’s Le Meridien hotel.

“The exercise will provide an opportunity to 

member countries to validate their preparedness 

and resilience to address the various challenges 

like strengthening the effective utilisation of 

the search and rescue teams for emergency 

response, coordination and information sharing 

with foreign embassies in disaster-affected 

countries, making humanitarian assistance in 

disaster response more effective,” an NDRF 

statement said.

India, Japan sign $75 billion currency 
swap agreement
India and Japan signed a currency swap 

agreement worth $75 billion during Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Japan, the 

government announced.

“The Prime Ministers of India and Japan, building 

on great friendship between the two countries 

and to further strengthen and widen the depth 

and diversity of economic cooperation, agreed 

during Prime Minister Modi’s visit to Japan, to 

conclude a Bilateral Currency Swap Agreement 

for an amount of $75 billion,” the Indian 

government said in a statement. A currency 

swap typically involves the exchange of interest 

and sometimes of principal in one currency for 

the same in another currency. Interest payments 

are exchanged at fixed dates through the life of 

the contract.
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The currency swap agreement, the government said, was an important measure in improving the 

confidence in the Indian market and that it would not only enable the agreed amount of capital 

being available to India, but it will also bring down the cost of capital for Indian entities while 

accessing the foreign capital market.

‘More stability’

“The swap arrangement should aid in bringing greater stability to foreign exchange and capital 

markets in India,” the government said. With this arrangement in place, prospects of India would 

further improve in tapping foreign capital for country’s developmental needs.
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ICMR recommends vaccine for lions
The Indian Council for Medical Research (ICMR) 

has confirmed that the Canine Distemper Virus 

(CDV) was responsible for lion deaths in the 

Gir forest of Gujarat and recommended that the 

remaining lions be vaccinated to prevent further 

outbreaks. This goes against recommendations 

by wildlife biologists that wild animals shouldn’t 

be vaccinated.

“The scientists of ICMR-NIV (ICMR-National 

Institute of Virology) have recommended the 

existing CDV vaccine, which should work as 

a protective intervention for Gir lions,” said a 

press statement   from the institute.

East African strains

Though 21 lions reportedly died between 

September and October, the Pune-based 

ICMR-NIV found CDV responsible for the death 

of five Asiatic lions in Gir. The genetic sequence 

of the virus was compared to available CDV 

sequences and it was found to be related to the 

East African strains.

“It would be stupid to vaccinate wild lions 

because it’s likely to compromise their 

immunity against future infections. These are 

wild animals and not ones in a zoo,” Y.S. Jhala, 

a senior scientist at the Wildlife Institute of 

India, had told The Hindu. An ICMR official said 

administering a vaccine could, at best, protect 

unaffected animals.

SC notice on faulty J&J hip implants
The petition filed by A.K. Goenka, represented 

by advocate Vivek Narayan Sharma, said 

the lives of 14,525 patients in India were in 

danger because of the “large-scale and illegal 

implantation of faulty, deadly and poisonous 

DePuy ASR hip implants.”

It has arraigned the Centre through the Ministry 

of Health and Family Welfare, Central Drugs 

Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO), 

Science, 
Tech and 
Environment
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Mumbai police, Johnson & Johnson and Depuy 

Orthopaedics based in the U.S. as respondents.

It said a total of 15,820 units were imported 

and sold from 2005 till 2010. Of this, around 

4,700 units were implanted in patients here. 

“After the recall of the implants, only around 

1,295 units were returned. The balance 9,825 

DePuy ASR Hip implant units are ‘untraceable’ 

according to the records.” “These implants 

were to help people all around the world with 

an active lifestyle. More than success its failure 

has cost serious damage to the body and spirit 

of patients,” Mr. Sharma submitted.

Patients in the dark

The petition wanted the court to direct the 

government to advertise nationally about the 

faulty units, so that patients are made aware of 

the serious danger they are in. “Most patients do 

not even know that their bodies have poisonous 

contents,” it said.

JNCASR restores memory in mice 
with Alzheimer’s
Using a small molecule that activates two enzymes 

(CBP/p300 histone acetyltransferases), 

researchers from India and France have been 

able to completely recover long-term memory 

in mice with Alzheimer’s disease. Neuron-to-

neuron connections that form the network were 

re-established leading to memory recovery in 

the diseased mice. The therapeutic molecule 

used in the study was synthesised by a team 

led by Tapas Kundu from the Molecular Biology 

and Genetics Unit at Jawaharlal Nehru Centre 

for Advanced Scientific Research (JNCASR), 

Bengaluru.

The small molecule was found to activate the 

two enzymes, and the two enzymes by virtue 

of being the master regulators activate several 

genes that are important for memory. In a June 

2013 paper in the Journal of Neuroscience, Prof. 

Kundu’s team had demonstrated the small 

molecule’s ability to generate new neurons and 

induce long-term memory in normal mice.

Memory in mice

“If it is able to induce memory in normal mice, 

we wondered if it can induce and recover lost 

memory in mice with Alzheimer’s,” recalls Prof. 
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Kundu. “We found the molecule activating the 

two enzymes in the diseased mice and producing 

new neurons. Also, 81 genes whose expression 

was repressed in mice with Alzheimer’s were 

activated to normal levels.” Besides completely 

recovering lost memory, other symptoms of 

Alzheimer’s such as balance problem was also 

addressed.

The amyloid plaques and neurofibrillary 

tangles contribute to the degradation of the 

neurons leading to memory loss in Alzheimer’s. 

“The plaques and tangles absorb these two 

enzymes. So once the enzymes are activated 

by the small molecule, the whole process of 

neurodegeneration gets reversed,” he says.

Most clinical studies of Alzheimer’s have 

failed as cognitive dysfunction associated 

with the disease emerges quite late when the 

brain is affected by the deposition of plagues 

and tangles, and cell death. The possibility of 

reversing the damage through production of 

new neurons and connection between neurons 

therefore offers promise. “There is a possibility 

that the small molecule may at least be able 

to delay the cognitive decline and improve the 

conditions of patients,” he says.

“We didn’t see the plaques and tangles 

progressing and growing. Don’t think they get 

destroyed. We need to carry out more studies 

to confirm the fate of plaques and tangles,” he 

says.

Blood-brain barrier

Since the small molecule cannot cross the 

blood–brain barrier and enter the brain, the 

researchers turned to carbon nanospheres 

synthesised by a team led by Prof. Muthusamy 

Eswaramoorthy, Chemistry and Physics of 

Materials Unit at JNCASR and coauthor of the 

latest paper published in the journal EMBO 

Molecular Medicine . The carbon nanospheres, 

about 400 nanometres in size, are synthesised 

using glucose, and the small molecule is 

attached to the surface of the nanospehere.

“As reported in a 2008 paper in the journal Nano 

Letters, glucose easily crosses the blood-brain 

barrier. So it acts as a vehicle to ferry the 

molecule into the brain. Since the nanospheres 

retain some glucose property they are able to 
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ferry the molecule and reach the brain in about 

48 hours,” says Prof. Eswaramoorthy.

“We were able to see high concentration of 

the molecules in the brain in 48–72 hours 

after administering,” says Prof. Kundu, who is 

currently the director of Central Drug Research 

Institute (CDRI), Lucknow.

The nanospheres were not seen after 21 days, 

probably because the glucose was consumed 

by the brain.

The study tested the ability of the small molecule 

in recovering memory at an early stage of 

disease onset. “Currently, we are studying mice 

with Alzheimer’s disease that are one year old. 

And the initial results are promising,” he says.

Synthesis of the small molecule and carbon 

nanospheres and testing them on normal mice 

were carried out in JNCASR, while testing them 

on diseased mice model was done in France.

Prof. Kundu is looking at the prospect of founding 

a start-up company to carry out toxicity studies.

Eastern Ghats face loss of forest 
cover, endemic plants
The Eastern Ghats spread across Odisha, 

Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu, 

has lost almost 16% of its forest area over a 

span of 100 years, a recently published study 

shows.

Researchers from the University of Hyderabad 

studied historical maps and satellite images 

from 1920 to 2015 to understand the changes 

in land use and land cover. The forest cover, 

which was 43.4% of the total geographical area 

in 1920, has reduced drastically to 27.5% in 

2015. Over the years, about 8% of forest area 

was converted into agricultural fields, while 

about 4% converted into scrub or grassland.

They also found that the number of patches of 

land had increased indicating fragmentation. 

In 1920 there were about 1,379 patches which 

kept steadily increasing over the years reaching 

a whopping number of 9,457 in 2015.

Threat to species

Previous studies have shown that the Eastern 

Ghats is home to more than 2,600 plant species 

and this habitat fragmentation and destruction 

can pose a serious threat to the endemic plants.

“We have sampling points across the four States 
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where we regularly monitor the plants. When 

we carried out forest map overlay informatics 

analysis, we found fragmentation in areas 

where there are several rare, endangered, 

threatened and endemic species. Best suitable 

habitats for the plant species have decreased 

in the Eastern Ghats,” says Reshma M. 

Ramachandran, Ph.D. scholar at the Centre 

for Earth, Ocean and Atmospheric Sciences, 

University of Hyderabad and first author of the 

paper published in Ecological Indicators.

Habitat reduction mainly occurred in the 

districts of Gajapati (Odisha), Mahbubnagar 

(Telangana), and also in Nallamalai and Kolli 

hill ranges.

While agriculture was the main reason for 

deforestation during the early years, post 1975, 

mining and other developmental activities such 

as the construction of dams, roads were the 

culprits. In 1920, the mining area was only 622 

sq.km, and in 2015 it had increased to 962 

sq.km.

“The Eastern Ghats are often ignored. Even 

stakeholders are interested only in the Western 

Ghats and Himalayan studies. But they need 

to understand that the Eastern Ghats are also 

ecologically important. They play an important 

role in the monsoon break of both North-East 

and South-West Monsoon,” says Dr. Parth 

Sarathi Roy from Centre for Earth, Ocean and 

Atmospheric Sciences, University of Hyderabad. 

“There are also many tribal communities in this 

region and the government needs to shift its 

focus and fund more studies and monitoring 

programmes in this region.”

‘The winters of artificial intelligence 
are behind us’
At Microsoft’s annual developer event Ignite, 

last week, every session touched up on the 

use of artificial intelligence (AI) in software 

products. David Carmona, general manager of 

AI at the IT major, seemed very much the man 

of the moment. In an interview, he dwells on 

how pervasive the concept has become and 

how he sees the future. Excerpts:

Would you have predicted 20 years ago we’d 

be where we are now with AI?
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We have been suffering from winters of AI for 

many decades now. Many times before we have 

said, ‘this is the moment of AI’ and then suffered 

a winter. The difference between now and earlier 

is the compute power, data availability and the 

progress we have made in algorithms; we are 

getting real business results that we could not 

get 20 years ago. This helps start a cycle of 

investment from companies. That keeps driving 

AI to the next level.

In the next five years, do you see AI with 

capabilities not seen now?

The two new frontiers we will breach with AI is 

one, enabling more people and democratisation 

of AI for developers. That is has begun to 

happen. We will aim to enable every user with 

AI.

Second, as we increase compute capability 

around AI and research in areas such as 

machine teaching, we will see AI go beyond 

data scientists to business users. For example, 

instead of training algorithms with large data, 

we will teach algorithms as we teach humans, 

at the concept level. Currently, how computer 

vision works is you provide 1000s of images 

of a chair, and then the system will eventually 

learn to recognise a chair. Now, if you teach it 

that what has four legs, with a certain shape 

is typically a chair, the system will understand 

the concept and dissect the problem in smaller 

pieces. It’s like teaching humans. It is more 

efficient, needs less effort as we don’t need that 

kind of data.

What is AI to your users now?

Two ways of looking at it. The technical 

definition looks at technology that enables AI, 

new advancements as machine learning and 

deep learning... As a concept, it is broader than 

that. It is about how machines complement 

humans in their capabilities. Split it into three 

fundamental areas: perception — ability for 

machines to see the environment around them 

or computer visions; understanding those things 

in the world — not just perception but turning 

that data into knowledge; and three, enable a 

way to communicate back with humans, with 

concepts like natural language processing.

We have seen major progress in the same 
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techniques we have been using for a long time 

now, because of computing power, progress 

on algorithms such as deep learning, and the 

availability of data.

Cloud is not only bringing compute power but 

is making it available to anyone in the world. 

A cluster of GPUs (graphics processor units) is 

available to anyone for training an algorithm.

How do you help a first-time AI customer?

We first help infuse AI in existing business 

applications.We provide that ability to developers, 

who can use pre-built and customisable AI 

services, called cognitive services in our cloud 

platform Azure. This is a short-term activity and 

gives quick RoI. Expectations are that 90% of 

business apps would get AI capability by 2020.

This is in five areas: vision (image classification) 

– popular in enterprise for detecting defects in 

manufacturing, and the like; Speech to Text, Text 

to Speech; natural language understanding; 

knowledge, and search.

At the next level, AI is applied to your business 

processes, not just the apps.

Every business process can be improved and 

refined with AI. For example applied in sales, it 

can it help seller identify leads and to manage 

those leads; our customers use AI to improve 

customer support and services.

You can develop your own tools with Azure 

Machine Learning (ML). One of the things we 

announced was automated ML.

It helps ML happen through ML. The machine 

learning capability helps generate machine 

learning models.

That sounds overwhelming

ML is a very manual process. You first need 

data, and then you identify the right ML algorithm 

there are 100s of algorithms and it takes time 

and effort to test and identify the one best 

suited to your need. So you provide the data 

set, and the system will automatically find the 

ideal algorithm using ML and then fine-tunes 

that algorithm. The resulting rise in productivity 

is just great. You even get improvements in 

the results of those ML algorithms You can 

use these without needing a lot of expertise on 

those algorithms.

There are 1.2 million developers using 
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our cognitive services, while 300,000 use 

conversational AI.

Flood-hit plantations look for rescue 
act
The United Planters’ Association of Southern 

India (UPASI) has estimated the plantation 

crop loss in the recent floods, mainly in Kerala, 

parts of Tamil Nadu and Karnataka, to be Rs. 

5,543 crore with the highest loss in rubber at 

Rs. 1,662 crore followed by coffee at Rs. 1,360 

crore, pepper at Rs. 1,200 crore and cardamom 

at Rs. 1,250 crore.

“We have lost approximately 500 hectares of 

rubber (in Kerala). Small growers could not 

tap during the rainy days and there is 70% 

defoliage in some places,” says Santosh Kumar, 

executive director, Harrisons Malayalam. For 

big companies, there are instances of even 

the infrastructure getting damaged. Adding to 

the woes of the rubber growers are the huge 

imports this year, expected to be almost five 

lakh tonnes.

Cardamom is grown by small farmers and it is 

a plant that cannot take water stagnation. More 

than 50% of the crop is lost, he says.

“The level of devastation varies. But all the 

plantation crops in the flood-affected areas 

have taken a hit. It will take about two years 

for the sector to come out of this,” says Nishant 

Gurjer, chairman, spices committee, UPASI and 

a large-scale spices cultivator.

Reviving plants

Planters can go in for replantation only next 

year and the yields may take a couple of years 

after that. The major concern now is the plant 

and how to revive it. The plantations are mostly 

small or medium holdings and the growers 

would not have gone for insurance as the 

premium is usually high.

Prices for the produce in the coming days 

will depend on a variety of factors, including 

the international production scenario, say the 

planters. For rubber, the price hovers around 

Rs. 128 a kg whereas the cost of production 

is expected to be not less than Rs. 160 a kg. 

The government should encourage domestic 

production by fixing a minimum price that covers 
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the cost of production, says Mr. Kumar.

The sector, at different levels, is talking to the 

Central and State governments for support. 

There are small growers who have taken loans. 

They need to be repaid. There are many who 

need working capital. Then there is a need for 

financial help to replant and compensation for 

the crop loss.

Commodity boards should come out with special 

packages for all the affected areas. Further, 

there are substantial amounts outstanding to 

the growers in the existing schemes. These 

should be paid to the growers immediately, 

says UPASI.

This is said to be one of the largest losses 

suffered by the sector in south India due to 

natural calamities in the last five to six decades. 

Uncertain weather conditions witnessed in 

July-August and again now, are a real cause 

for concern. The sector needs to come out with 

new strategies to cope with the challenges 

posed by climate change, say the planters.

Cyclone Titli likely to intensify into 
severe storm
The deep depression over the westcentral Bay 

of Bengal moved west-northwestwards with 

a speed of about 8 kmph and intensified into 

a cyclonic storm and lay centered about 530 

km southeast of Gopalpur (Odisha) and 480 

km east-southeast of Kalingapatnam (Andhra 

Pradesh).

According to the Cyclone Warning Centre in 

Visakhapatnam, ‘Titli’ is likely to intensity into a 

severe cyclonic storm during the next 24 hours 

and move west-northwestwards for some more 

time, then northwestwards and cross Odisha 

and adjoining north Andhra Pradesh coasts 

between Gopalpur and Kalingapatnam around 

morning of October 11.

Thereafter, it is very likely to re-curve 

northeastwards, move towards the Gangetic 

West Bengal across coastal Odisha and 

weaken gradually. Heavy rain is likely to occur 

at isolated places over coastal Odisha and north 

coastal Andhra Pradesh in the next 24 hours.

According to the IMD, gale and wind speed 
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reaching up to 40-50 kmph and gusting touching 

65 kmph is likely to commence along and off 

north Andhra Pradesh, Odisha and West Bengal 

coasts from Tuesday night.

Under water: how rising waters cost 
us all
In the morning, before she left for work, Ambika 

Thankappan called her son Arun to tell him their 

world was about to drown.

“It’s already flooded to the nearby villages,” she 

told him in a calm voice. “And it’s starting to 

reach our village.”

“I’ll be there in an hour,” he replied.

Arun jumped on his motorbike and set off 

toward their home. But the water was already 

a foot-and-a-half deep. And it was rising fast. 

If he didn’t get there in time, it would swallow 

everything they had worked their lives to build: 

their home and everything they loved, including 

Messi, their face-licking yellow dog.

Original research and reporting by the global 

journalism organization Orb Media.

On a normal day, Arun would be working at a 

shop at the Cochin International Airport. Ambika 

would be working at the same airport, collecting 

trolleys and lining them up for travellers; a man 

named Wilson Perez would be picking tomatoes 

in Immokalee, Florida; and in Toronto, two men 

named Klever Freire and Gabriel Otrin would 

be doing something that 81 million people do, 

every day, without expecting to fight for their 

lives: taking an elevator.

But August 15, 2018 was not a normal day for 

Arun and his mother. That morning, after three 

days of non-stop heavy rain, the water began to 

rise. And rise.

It took Arun a frantic two-and-a-half-hour ride, 

over flooded roads, to reach home. He was 

relieved to find their house still dry. So he went 

to check on their neighbours in the lush, green, 

low-lying acres behind the Cochin airport.

But inside the airport, the water was rising. Arun 

climbed up on the wall to get a better view.

Suddenly, panic kicked in: The water would 

reach their house within minutes. Messi, and 

everything they owned, would be swept away.

Until now, scientists have often framed climate 
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change in terms of the future: cities that will be 

underwater by the year 2050, the year 2100 or 

the next 50, 100 or 200 years. But for a growing 

number of people, that watery future is already 

here.

Disaster in the making

A landmark report issued by the UN’s 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change on 

October 8 pointed out that our world has already 

warmed by 1 degree Celsius more than pre-

industrial levels. Without “rapid, far-reaching 

and unprecedented changes in all aspects 

of society”, the world’s top climate scientists 

warned, our world will exceed 1.5 degree 

Celsius much sooner than we think — as early 

as a dozen years — which will increase the 

likelihood of floods, heatwaves and droughts.

“One of the key messages that comes out very 

strongly from this report is that we are already 

seeing the consequences of 1 degree Celsius 

of global warming through more extreme 

weather, rising sea levels and diminishing Arctic 

sea ice,” said Panmao Zhai, co-chair of the 

IPCC’s Working Group on the physical science 

of climate change.

One of the most immediate, concrete 

consequences of those changes is flooding. As 

higher temperatures lead to sea level rise and 

more extreme rainfall, more and more people 

are already learning to live with catastrophic 

flooding.

Economists are still trying to calculate the long-

term effects of our drowning world on global 

trade chains, national GDPs, household income 

and inequality.

Emerging research suggests that the human 

and financial costs of flooding are already 

much higher, and much longer-lasting, than 

ever suspected. One recent study found that 

without large-scale structural adaptations, the 

total economic losses from river flooding alone 

will increase by 17% globally, thanks to climate 

change, over the next 20 years.

“If we’re only adding up the direct cost of a flood 

on the houses that were inundated, and the 

price it took to bail those out, and the price it 

takes to repair infrastructure, and other things 

like that, then we’re potentially missing large 
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hidden costs associated with those floods,” said 

Amir Jina, a University of Chicago Professor 

who works with Climate Impact Lab.

Four years ago, Mr. Jina and another researcher, 

Solomon M. Hsiang, looked at the effects of 

hurricanes — of which flooding makes up a 

major part of the cost — on national incomes. 

“We found something which I think surprised 

a lot of people, even us,” said Jina. “Even 20 

years into the future after a hurricane hits, you 

see a decline in their GDP.”

The people who live in the path of a flood, like 

Arun and Ambika, are often those who would 

normally be carrying out the small, everyday 

tasks that keep the global economy in motion. 

Because floods tend to hit them the hardest, it 

can take these families’ decades to recover.

Cascading effects

Aside from the immediate damage, each flood 

has a series of long-lasting and far-reaching 

effects.

“It’s not difficult to replace a building or dry it 

out,” said Tania Caceres, a Toronto-based 

risk analyst. “But the downtime and the loss 

of productivity that the operation in that facility 

generates could have global impact.”

The Cochin airport is one example. For six days, 

starting on August 18, Ambika and hundreds of 

others worked to clean the Cochin airport. It 

took 200,000 man-hours. By August 22, a week 

after the flood, the airport was mostly ready 

to go. But all the people who keep an airport 

running, like support staff, were not.

With people’s lives still in chaos the airport 

estimated that 90% of the airline and ground 

handling staff wouldn’t be able to make it to 

work. After meeting with airline and ground 

handling agencies, the airport announced that it 

would remain closed for another week.

The Cochin airport estimated the cost of closing 

for two weeks at Rs. 2 billion. But it will probably 

take months or years to calculate the impact of 

the lost Onam holiday season on the economy.

Even a relatively small flood can have 

unexpected costs months later. In the United 

States, the heavy rainfall from Hurricane Irma 

in September 2017 caused severe flooding in 

Immokalee, Florida. That happens to be where 
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much of the US winter fresh-market tomato crop 

is grown — and where Wilson Perez, who picks 

tomatoes, happens to live.

Perez and his four-year-old son, José, spent a 

week huddling in a high school with hundreds 

of others until the floodwaters went down. Later, 

they faced the devastation: wreckage and 

muddy, garbage-laden waters that left the whole 

area smelling foul. Perez and his neighbours all 

got sick — especially the children.

Most of the physical damage to fields and 

farmworkers was eventually repaired. But the 

disruption delayed the winter planting season. 

Two months later, that resulted in a shortage of 

tomatoes — and that, in turn, led prices to go up 

as high as double across the country.

As Mr. Jina, the economist, points out, the 

biggest loss from any flood to both businesses 

and people is the opportunity cost: degrees 

never earned, savings never invested, small 

businesses that lost their chance to thrive.

In Toronto, on August 7, Klever Freire and 

Gabriel Otrin were working late at the office, 

and took the elevator to the car park.

A sudden, violent rainstorm had dumped up to 

72 mm (2.8 inches) of water on Toronto in just 

two hours. Their elevator sank into the water 

and stopped responding. The emergency phone 

shorted out. The ceiling hatch wouldn’t open. 

They couldn’t get out; but the water could get 

in. When it reached the top, they would drown 

(they were eventually rescued).

In recent years, flooding has become more 

catastrophic than ever before. Nobody knows 

this better than reinsurers who underwrite risks 

like earthquakes and floods that are too big for 

individual insurance companies. Analysis by 

Munich Reinsurance Group (Munich Re) shows 

that the frequency of events causing loss of life 

or a threshold of property damage, adjusted to 

the country’s income level—is up by a factor 

of three to four since 1980, and 2017, was the 

second most expensive on record.

Titli to make landfall in Odisha today
The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has 

said cyclone Titli, that originated in the Bay of 

Bengal, became a “very severe cyclonic storm”   
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and was likely to make landfall, gusting at about 

145-165 kmph in Odisha,  .

“It is very likely to move north-northwestwards 

and cross Odisha and adjoining north Andhra 

Pradesh coasts between Gopalpur and 

Kalingapatnam around the morning of 11th 

October. Thereafter, it is very likely to re-curve 

northeastwards, move towards Gangetic West 

Bengal across Odisha and weaken gradually,” 

said a statement by the Met Department. An 

IMD scientist said that 20-30% of tropical 

cyclones in the Bay of Bengal were recurving: 

instead of following a regular course of moving 

northwards and westwards toward the north 

pole, they took a turn eastwards. Cyclone Ockhi 

that devastated the Kerala and Tamil Nadu 

coasts last year was a re-curving one.

“This will recurve after landfall and so it’s 

different from Ockhi,” said M. Mohapatra, senior 

forecaster, IMD, Delhi.

A WhatsApp network helps protect 
hearts
From the border town Uri in Baramulla to 

the mountains of Banihal and Tanghdar, a 

WhatsApp group has emerged as a saviour for 

heart patients in Jammu and Kashmir.

It was started by a group of three cardiologists 

in 2016, with three more doctors joining in 2017. 

The ‘Save Heart Initiative’ has multiplied from 

one to three WhatsApp groups, with 256 senior 

physicians and cardiologists in each group.

Over the past 288 days, 7,029 patients, mostly 

in remote and inaccessible areas, have survived 

cardiac emergencies, thanks to the network’s 

intervention during the ‘golden hour.’

“Myocardial infarction and cardiac illnesses 

are touching epidemic levels in Kashmir. 

Timely management is vital. So we decided 

to integrate all levels of healthcare in Kashmir 

and use WhatsApp as a tool to provide expert 

opinions and live demonstrations,” said Dr. Nasir 

Shamas, a physician and founder member.

Initially, Dr. Shamas was joined by two more 

doctors, Dr. Imran Hafeez and Dr. Muzaffar 

Zargar, and they started offering free online 

consultation to doctors in far-off districts. “The 

result was that acute cases of myocardial 
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infarction were treated in remote areas of 

Qazigund and Handawara,” Dr. Shamas said.

Telemedicine succeeds

A case in point is Shiekh Bashir, a resident of 

Khawarpara, 295 km from Srinagar.

He developed an acute cardiac condition on 

April 15 this year and may have died if there had 

been an attempt to shift him to Srinagar, which 

is nine hours away “Local doctors thrombolysed 

with streptokinase, helped by three doctors in 

Srinagar.The patient was then referred to a 

tertiary care centre for further evaluation and he 

survived the condition,” Dr. Shamas said.

Impressed, former director, Health Services 

Kashmir, Dr. Saleem-ur-Rehman worked to 

equip the remote doctors with new skills, and 

helped link cardiologists in 60 hospitals across 

Kashmir.

Antibiotics to grow farm animals raise 
superbug risk
The world’s biggest animal drugs company 

has been accused of double standards and of 

exposing consumers in India to “higher levels 

of risk” by selling antibiotics for purposes now 

banned in Europe and the U.S.

Zoetis, the largest producer of veterinary 

medicines, is supplying Indian farmers with 

antibiotics to help their animals grow faster. 

The practice should be banned worldwide, 

according to the World Health Organisation 

(WHO), because it increases the prevalence of 

resistant bacteria that can infect humans and 

cause deadly and untreatable infections.

The company stopped advertising antibiotics as 

growth promoters to American farmers almost 

two years ago. Zoetis publicly supported new 

laws in the U.S. banning this abuse of antibiotics 

as part of its “continued commitment to antibiotic 

stewardship”. However, Zoetis continues to sell 

antibiotics directly to Indian farmers with claims 

on the company’s Indian website that they will 

make animals grow bigger and faster.

This is not currently against Indian law although 

the government has called for it to end and 

Maharastra banned the indiscriminate use of 

antibiotics in agriculture after a Hindu/Bureau of 

Investigative Journalism report earlier this year.
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Abdul Ghafur, a professor in infectious diseases 

who brought together medical societies and 

the Indian government in 2012 to create a plan 

to tackle antibiotic resistance, known as the 

Chennai Declaration, said Zoetis is adopting 

“double standards”. “If an American company 

follows one policy in America, they should follow 

the same policy in India,” he added.

Double standards

Thomas Van Boeckel, a researcher at the Swiss 

Federal Institute of Technology (ETH Zurich) 

who has mapped antibiotic use in agriculture, 

said: “It is blatantly clear that Zoetis is using a 

double standard in the way it is willing to expose 

consumers in India to higher levels of risk than 

in the United States.” Zoetis says it complies 

with the law in each location where it operates.

The unnecessary use of antibiotics in human 

medicine and agriculture, such as their use 

to make animals grow faster rather than treat 

disease, are major contributors to growing levels 

of resistant bacteria. It is estimated 1,00,000 

babies a year in the country die from infections 

from resistant bugs. Worldwide they’re believed 

to kill 7,00,000 people, according to a British 

government-commissioned review in 2016. 

WHO has called antibiotic resistance one of the 

greatest threats to public health.

Zoetis, a former subsidiary of pharmaceutical 

giant Pfizer, has previously said it is “a leader 

in providing ongoing education to veterinarians 

and livestock producers on the proper use of 

antimicrobial drugs”. But the multibillion dollar 

U.S. company still sells its antibiotics to farmers 

in India.

WHO, the World Organisation for Animal Health 

(OIE) and the Food and Agriculture Organisation 

(FAO) have called for a worldwide ban on the 

use of antibiotics to fatten farm animals — a 

practice already banned in the EU and U.S. 

— in an attempt to stem the rising threat of 

resistance.

Illegal sale

Zoetis said that when used “properly and 

responsibly according to their approved 

indications” and “under the supervision of a 

veterinary professional” its products do not 

contribute to drug resistance and do not pose a 
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threat to public health.

But unnecessarily giving healthy animals 

antibiotics — such as their use to help fatten 

livestock — is fuelling the rise of superbugs, 

according to WHO. And, despite Zoetis’ stance 

they should be used under the supervision of a 

vet, they can be bought without a prescription 

in India.

In veterinary drug stores in Hyderabad, 

the Bureau found a number of antibiotics 

manufactured by Zoetis, which are used to 

fatten animals, being sold over the counter 

without a prescription. A Bureau reporter, posing 

as a veterinary drug store owner, also spoke 

to a member of Zoetis’ Indian sales team who 

said it typically sold these antibiotics directly to 

farmers.

Ahead of new laws introduced last year in the 

U.S. banning the use of antibiotics as growth 

promoters, Zoetis voluntarily began to remove 

such claims from its products there. In 2013, 

Zoetis said it “supports the FDA’s efforts 

to voluntarily phase out growth promotion 

indications for medically important antibiotics”. 

Meanwhile, in India Zoetis is selling Neftin-T, 

which contains the antibiotic tylosin. Zoetis 

recommends feeding Neftin-T to chickens to 

“improve weight gain and FCR [feed conversion 

rate]”.

Tylosin is not only critically important to animal 

health, it has been banned for use as a growth 

promoter in the EU since 1998 because of 

fears it fuels resistance to erythromycin, which 

is used to treat chest infections and other 

human diseases. WHO classes erythromycin 

as critically important to human health?

The practice of using antibiotics to make 

animals grow faster was banned completely in 

the EU in 2006.

Pharmaceutical companies earn about $5 billion 

a year from worldwide sales of antibiotics for 

livestock, according to Animal Pharm. As one of 

the world’s leading producers of medicated feed 

additives — many of which contain antibiotics 

— Zoetis takes a significant slice of this.

Banned abroad

Zoetis faces a dwindling market in U.S. since 

the ban last year for these products but expects 
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that increased sales elsewhere will more 

than compensate in the future. Speaking to 

investment analysts in February, Zoetis CFO 

Glenn David said, despite the downturn in the 

U.S., he still expects to see sales of medicated 

feed additives rise “as the emerging markets 

become more industrialised”.

Animals reared for meat in the major emerging 

economies of Brazil, Russia, India, China and 

South Africa are expected to consume double 

the amount of antibiotics in 2030 than they did 

in 2010.

Responding to the Bureau’s findings, Zoetis said: 

“Each country enacts regulations appropriate 

for their market needs and standards, and we 

work with the national regulatory authorities in 

various countries, including India, to understand, 

respect and comply with local regulatory 

interpretation and oversight.”

Experts are particularly concerned about the 

widespread use of a ‘last hope’ antibiotic on 

Indian poultry farms. Colistin is often used to 

treat seriously ill people with infections that have 

become resistant to almost all other drugs and 

is deemed one of the “highest priority, critically 

important” antibiotics by WHO as it is so crucial 

to human medicine.

Although none of Zoetis’ growth promoters 

contain colistin, a number of major Indian 

poultry companies have been found to use the 

drug, spreading fears about how much longer 

one of our last lines of defence against highly 

resistant infections will be effective.

Fears about growing resistance to a drug 

crucially important to human health has led 

some to call for an outright ban of colistin 

use on farms. The discovery of a colistin-

resistant gene that can pass between bacteria, 

conferring resistance to bugs never exposed to 

the drug, sent shockwaves through the medical 

community in 2015. This transfer will likely 

accelerate the spread of resistance to colistin, 

further boosted by the rampant use of the 

antibiotic on farms in many countries.

Timothy Walsh, a professor at Cardiff University 

who made the discovery in 2015, called for a 

worldwide ban on colistin use in agriculture.

“I’ll be OK, but my children and my children’s 
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children are seriously going to grow up in a world 

where we have no viable antibiotics because of 

unrivalled stupidity” he said.

But growth promoting antibiotics, including 

colistin, remain widely available to Indian 

farmers through a number of international and 

domestic pharmaceutical companies.

Mr. Walsh said: “I predict that colistin as a drug 

will be dead in 10 years’ time. And given what 

is in the pipeline, which is next to nothing, and 

given the plasticity of bacteria and their ability 

to evolve and adapt and survive and prosper, I 

see no good end to this story at all.”

Mission to sequence genes of a ‘large 
group’ of Indians
India is planning a major mission to sequence 

the genes of a “large” group of Indians — 

akin to projects in the U.K., China, Japan and 

Australia — and use this to improve health and 

buck a global trend of designing “personalised 

medicine”.

This was among the key decisions taken by 

the Prime Minister’s Science, Technology and 

Innovation Advisory Council (STIAC) at its first 

meeting.

The Health and Family Welfare Ministry and 

the Biotechnology Department will be closely 

associated with the project.

Ever since the Council of Scientific and 

Industrial Research in 2009 announced that 

it had sequenced the genome of an Indian, 

then making India one of six countries to 

achieve such a feat, several research labs 

have analysed genes from Indians for disease 

susceptibility. However, no compendiums of 

genes that differentiate Indian populations from, 

say, Caucasian or African genomes exist.

A group of Indian scientists and companies are 

involved with a 100k GenomeAsia project, led 

by the National Technological University (NTU), 

Singapore, to sequence the whole genomes of 

100,000 Asians, including 50,000 Indians.

“Our lifestyle, our environment and the genes 

we inherit all combine to make us what we are. 

The diversity of Indians and of our environment 

requires a large-scale study of human genomes, 

of our lifestyle in health and disease and the 
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use of healthy — and disease — samples to 

understand the impact on health,” said a press 

statement from the STIAC.

K. Vijay Raghavan, Principal Scientific Adviser 

and Chair of the council, said the genome 

initiative would have to move at two different 

levels.

“Sequencing genomes and linking to human 

health and disease as a research initiative, and 

doing this on a much larger scale, so it has a 

direct impact on public health. As the first level 

starts, the second will be put in place, speedily.”

The Council acts as a coordinator between 

several Ministries to work on projects and 

missions and is scheduled to meet once a 

month, he said.

Key programmes, such as a deep ocean mission, 

to facilitate ocean science and technologies 

to help with India’s strategic interests and an 

Artificial Intelligence and quantum computing 

mission were also discussed.

Glitch puts NASA’s Chandra telescope 
in ‘safe’ mode
Barely a week after NASA’s Hubble Space 

Telescope entered safe mode, the Chandra 

mission has also suffered a glitch possibly due 

to the failure of the gyroscope, the US space 

agency said.

The Chandra X-Ray Observatory, observing 

the universe in high-energy light since 1999, 

has entered a protective ‘safe mode’, which 

interrupts scientific observations and puts the 

spacecraft into a stable configuration.

“At approximately 9:55 a.m. EDT on Oct 10, 

NASA’s Chandra X-ray Observatory entered 

safe mode.

“The cause of the safe mode transition (possibly 

involving a gyroscope) is under investigation,” 

NASA said in a statement late.

Safety measures

During the safe mode, the observatory is put 

into a safe configuration; critical hardware is 

swapped to back-up units, the spacecraft points 

so that the solar panels get maximum sunlight, 

and the mirrors point away from the Sun.

“Analysis of available data indicates the 

transition to safe mode was normal behaviour 

for such an event. All systems functioned as 
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expected and the scientific instruments are 

safe,” it added.

Expectations

Chandra, launched in 1999, is well beyond 

the original design lifetime of 5 years. In 2001, 

NASA extended its lifetime to 10 years. It is now 

well into its extended mission and is expected 

to continue carrying out forefront science for 

many years to come.

Meanwhile, the U.S. space agency said that it 

continues to work towards resuming science 

operations of the Hubble Space Telescope.

On October 5, Hubble entered safe mode after 

one of the three gyroscopes (gyros) being 

used to point and steady the telescope failed. 

Gyroscopes help spacecraft maintain proper 

orientation.

Scientists are currently performing analyses and 

tests to determine what options are available to 

recover the gyro to operational performance.

Till then, science operations with Hubble have 

been suspended.

IIT Guwahati fabricates superior 
scaffold for cartilage repair
Implanting cartilage alone or injecting cells found 

in healthy cartilage (chondrocytes) at the site of 

injury to heal the damaged cartilage in patients 

with osteoarthritis does not produce favourable 

results. Similarly, implanting two different 

scaffolds joined together to simultaneously 

regenerate the cartilage and reconstruct the 

bone too has many limitations.

The problem arises because the interface 

between the cartilage and bone scaffolds, 

which are made of different materials, is not 

connected but has a distinct boundary. As a 

result, the interface tends to delaminate and 

degrade. Now, researchers from Indian Institute 

of Technology (IIT) Guwahati have addressed 

this shortcoming by fabricating a silk scaffold 

where the junction between the cartilage and 

bone scaffold is continuous and seamless and 

hence less prone to damage under load-bearing 

environment of the joint.

A team led by Biman B. Mandal from the 

Department of Biosciences and Bioengineering 
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has fabricated the biphasic scaffold where 

the top portion is highly porous and spongy 

thus mimicking the cartilage, while the bottom 

portion is reinforced with silk fibre thus imparting 

more stiffness and less porous to mimic the 

bone. Since the entire scaffold is made of silk, 

the interface merges with one another and is 

seamless despite having different porosities 

and stiffness. The results of the study were 

published in the Journal of Materials Chemistry 

B.

The researchers made scaffolds using both wild 

silkworm (Antheraea assamensis)and mulberry 

silk (Bombyx mori) and found scaffolds made 

of non-mulberry silk were superior to the one 

made of mulberry silk in all respects.

“To make the biphasic scaffold we prepared silk 

solution by completely dissolving the silk. We 

then added chopped silk fibres to the solution so 

the bottom half portion of the scaffold becomes 

fibre-reinforced silk composite while the rest of 

the top portion had only the silk solution,” says 

Prof. Mandal. The solution is processed by 

reducing the temperature to –20 degree C and 

then vacuum dried to remove water. The top 

portion of the scaffold is highly porous and soft 

like a sponge whereas the bottom portion is less 

porous and strong. The biphasic scaffold was 

treated with alcohol to make it water-insoluble.

The porosity is intended for neighbouring cells to 

migrate, infiltrate and regenerate in the scaffold, 

and support better nutrient exchange. The less 

porous silk-reinforced scaffold portion allows 

bone cells to optimally grow. Owing to the RGD 

sequence in the non-mulberry silk, more cells 

tend to migrate to the scaffold and proliferate.

Seeding stem cells

“It is also possible to take a patient’s bone 

marrow stem cells and seed them on the 

scaffold. The stem cells will differentiate to 

become mature cartilage-like and bone-like 

cells. Our scaffold is amenable to stem cell 

seeding and differentiation protocols,” Prof. 

Mandal says.

Validation of the scaffold that was seeded with 

cartilage and bone cells was first done through 

in vitro studies. “We saw elevated levels of cell 

proliferation, extra-cellular matrix deposition 
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and higher tissue-specific gene expression 

within the construct. These proved that the 

construct was compatible and good,” says 

Yogendra Pratap Singh from IIT Guwahati and 

first author of the paper. “The cartilage cells 

prefer a softer matrix compared to bone cells 

and our construct was suitable for both types of 

cells to proliferate.”

The compatibility and ability of the scaffold to 

regenerate cartilage and bone was then tested 

in rabbits. The scaffolds were studied eight 

weeks after implantation. “The fibre-reinforced 

scaffold allowed more bone formation, while 

regeneration and complete repair of the 

cartilage was seen,” says Singh, who currently 

is a Newton-Bhabha Fellow at the University 

of Sheffield. “We found the non-mulberry silk 

scaffold outperformed the mulberry silk one.”

The researchers found the non-mulberry silk 

scaffold had 1.5 and 0.5 times more bone and 

cartilage cells respectively attached than in the 

mulberry silk scaffold. Gene expression was 

nearly double in the non-mulberry silk scaffold 

than in the mulberry silk scaffold. Also, the 

extra-cellular matrix in both the cartilage and 

bone portion of the scaffold increased six-fold 

in 14 days.

The fibre-reinforced scaffold mimicking the 

bone was 10 times stronger than the sponge-

like portion. Greater compressive and tensile 

strength of fibre-reinforced scaffold are 

desirable.

The researchers are planning to test the scaffold 

on larger animals, preferably pigs.

Blue roses may soon be grown in 
gardens
It may soon be possible to breed blue roses in 

your garden, say scientists who have found a 

way to express pigment-producing enzymes 

from bacteria in the petals of a white rose.

Researchers including those from Chinese 

Academy of Sciences and Tianjin University in 

China wanted to develop a simple process that 

could produce a true-blue rose.

Earlier attempts

Although blue roses do not exist in nature, 

florists can produce blue-hued flowers by 
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placing cut roses in dye.

In a painstaking 20-year effort, biotechnologists 

had earlier made a “blue rose” through a 

combination of genetic engineering and 

selective breeding

However, the rose is more mauve-coloured 

than blue. According to a study published in 

the journal ACS Synthetic Biology, researchers 

chose two bacterial enzymes that together can 

convert L-glutamine, a common constituent of 

rose petals, into the blue pigment indigoidine.

The team engineered a strain of Agrobacterium 

tumefaciens that contains the two pigment-

producing genes, which originate from a 

different species of bacteria.

A tumefaciens is often used in plant 

biotechnology because the bacterium readily 

inserts foreign DNA into plant genomes. 

When the researchers injected the engineered 

bacteria into a white rose petal, the bacteria 

transferred the pigment-producing genes to the 

rose genome, and a blue colour spread from 

the injection site.

Spotty colour

Although the colour is short-lived and spotty, the 

team states that the rose produced in this study 

is the world’s first engineered blue rose. They 

say that the next step is to engineer roses that 

produce the two enzymes themselves, without 

the need for injections.

Windmills not so green for wildlife
The spinning turbines of windmills, touted as 

a safe source of renewable energy, may be a 

lurking danger to wildlife in forests. Apart from 

direct impact, blades of the turbines are driving 

away animals to the fringes of forests, and 

this might be leading to increased man-animal 

conflict.

A two-year research project by the Salim Ali 

Centre for Ornithology and Natural History 

(SACON), commissioned by State government 

agencies, has found that not only do windmills 

lead to bird and bat mortalities through collisions, 

but also has made birds and mammals avoid 

these “noisy” patches.

“Such avoidance and movement to fringes might 

increase conflict with humans. This calls for a 
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set of protocols and policy guidelines before 

diverting forest land for wind farms,” states the 

study, funded by the State Forest Department, 

Karnataka Renewable Energy Development 

Limited (KREDL), and the National Institute of 

Wind Energy.

Rs. 198-crore drinking water project 
cleared for Ullal
Chief Minister H.D. Kumaraswamy said   that the 

State government has cleared a Rs. 198-crore 

drinking water project proposal for Ullal.

Speaking after launching the Brand Mangaluru 

campaign and a village camp programme 

mooted by the Dakshina Kannada Working 

Journalists Union, he said that the city has the 

potential to grow on a par with Bengaluru in 

terms of economic activity and development.

He said that many youngsters from the coastal 

belt work hard in cities and towns both within 

and outside the country. They contribute to 

the economic growth of those cities, but if the 

resources available in the coastal belt are made 

use of properly, they could stay back for the 

development of the coastal region. Migration 

should be minimised, he said.

The Chief Minister appealed to parties and 

organisations in the coastal area not to divide 

society. Once elections are over, everyone 

should unite and work like a family for the 

growth of the region, he said.

Poll code effect

Mr. Kumaraswamy also said that the model code 

of conduct on account of a series of elections 

in the State from this April-May, including the 

Assembly elections, byelections and elections 

to the urban local bodies, had prevented 

development works from picking up pace.

He said that the Brand Mangaluru campaign 

was something unique taken up by a body of 

journalists in the State.

He said that the government would extend 

cooperation to the campaign by supporting 

the programmes aimed at uniting society and 

highlighting the positive aspects in the coastal 

belt.

Srinivas Nayak Indaje, president of the union, 

said that the campaign would project the true 
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abilities and positive aspects of Mangaluru.

U.T. Khader, Minister in-charge of Dakshina 

Kannada, Ivan D’Souza, K. Harish Kumar, S.L. 

Bhoje Gowda, MLCs, D. Vedavyasa Kamath, 

Mangaluru City South MLA, and others were 

present.

Ahead of climate talks, India in touch 
with 40 countries
Ahead of the December climate talks in 

Katowice, Poland, India is having discussions 

with 40 countries, including China, to forge 

alliances and compel developed countries to 

make good on promises, made over the years, 

to provide enough finance and technology to 

stem runaway global warming.

Over the years, developed countries have 

promised to provide $100 billion annually to 

developing countries to check such warming.

“We are having talks with nearly 40 countries 

in various capacities,” C.K. Mishra, Secretary, 

Environment, Forests and Climate Change 

Ministry, told The Hinduon the sidelines of a 

conference. “Mainly, it is about firming up about 

how the Paris agreement is to be implemented, 

as well as outstanding commitments on providing 

finance and technology.” Over the years, India 

has been part of several such alliances.

The ‘Like Minded Developing Countries’ (India, 

China, Venezuela and Iran) and BASIC (Brazil, 

South Africa, India, China) are networks that 

are formed to lend weight to developing country 

concerns.

“There are constant fora where we interact…

video calls, meetings. However not all COPs 

would result in big bang announcements…

some are about compelling countries to make 

good on outstanding commitments,” said a 

government official familiar with climate change 

negotiations.

The Conference of Parties (COP) is a group 

of 200 countries which meet annually on 

addressing global warming.

High Court seeks details of deaths of 
lions at Gir
The Gujarat High Court has expressed serious 

concern about the condition of lions in Gir, 
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where 23 lions recently succumbed to a viral 

infection.

The deaths prompted the State government 

to isolate 36 wild cats and vaccinate them to 

prevent the spread of canine distemper virus 

(CDV).

 , the court asked Hemang Shah, amicus curiae , 

to get details on the condition of the lions and 

apprise the court on October 17, when it will 

take up the matter for further hearing.

The court also asked State authorities and 

the central government to explain as to why 

there was a huge difference in the resources 

spent on the conservation of lions and tigers. 

The court sought to know as to why there was 

a conservation budget of Rs. 15 lakh per tiger, 

while only Rs. 95,000 had been allocated for 

each lion.

Titli casts a pall of gloom
The devastation wrought by the cyclonic storm 

Titli and the resultant heavy rain has cast a 

shadow on Dussehra festivities across Odisha, 

especially for farmers.

Hundreds of puja pandals in the State — where 

Durga Puja got under way   — are witnessing 

low turnout as people are yet to recover from 

the shock of the cyclone.

After toiling for six months and investing hard-

earned savings, farmers were anticipating 

a healthy harvest in the next two months. 

However, cyclone and heavy rain damaged the 

standing crop at many places.

The kharif crop has been affected over an area of 

2,13,801 hectares (paddy 1,48,681 ha and non-

paddy 65,120 ha) in nine districts — Ganjam, 

Gajapati, Rayagada, Kandhamal, Mayurbhanj, 

Cuttack, Khordha, Balasore and Puri.

The damage has been severe in Ganjam, 

Gajapati, Rayagada and Kandhamal. Although 

all is not lost in districts like Kendrapara, 

Jagatsinghpur and Jajpur, farmers fear that 

there would be a drop in harvest.

“Multi-department assessment of crop damage 

is under progress and the final report is expected 

within a week,” said Bishnupada Sethi, Special 

Relief Commissioner.

The SRC has also directed District Collectors to 



aspirantforum.com

Vo
l. 

50
 O

ct
. 2

01
8

Vol.50
News and Events of Oct. 2018

Visit aspirantforum.com for  Guidance and Study Material for IAS Exam

provide ex-gratia to the next of the kin of those 

who died in the cyclone and the resultant floods 

within three days. The Odisha government had 

earlier announced an ex-gratia of Rs. 4 lakh 

each to the next of kin of the deceased.

As per a report of the Directorate of Animal 

Husbandry and Veterinary Services, livestock 

loss has been severe. Fishermen were also 

not spared, with 300 boats fully damaged and 

265 partially damaged. Moreover, 607 fish 

ponds covering 428.97 ha and 69 private fish 

seed farms in an area of 47.250 ha have been 

damaged.

“Who is thinking of any Dussehra festivities? 

The first priority is to repair damaged houses as 

winter is fast approaching. This Dussehra has 

turned into a black one for us,” said Haribandhu 

Karji, former sarpanch of Gangabada panchayat 

of Gajapati district, which was worst-hit by the 

disaster.

Alembic Pharma gets USFDA nod for 
diabetes drug
Alembic Pharmaceuticals said it had received 

tentative nod from the U.S. health regulator for 

its Alogliptin tablets used for treatment of type 

2 diabetes. The firm has received tentative 

approval from the USFDA for its Alogliptin 

tablets in the strengths of 6.25 mg, 12.5 mg and 

25mg, the firm said in a BSE filing. The product 

is a generic version of Takeda Pharms USA’s 

Nesina tablets.

Wait ends for India’s first uterine 
transplant baby: It’s a girl!
THE moment Meenakshi and Hitesh Valand 

had been waiting for eight years, and a 

20-member team at Pune’s Galaxy Hospital 

for 17-18 months, finally passed within minutes 

in the early hours of Thursday. At 12.12 am, 

after a 12-minute Cesarean section operation, 

India had its first baby born following a uterine 

transplant — a 1.4-kg girl who let out a robust 

cry at birth. Tears rolled down her cheeks as 

she heard that sound, said Meenakshi, 27. “It 

was like music to my ears.”

So it was for Dr Shailesh Puntambekar, the 

director of the hospital and a laparoscopic 
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surgeon, too. “We did it,” he said. “Creating 

life out of a transplanted organ is the biggest 

medical feat we have achieved. Rest of the 

organs gives life to a patient. We have created 

life out of a patient — yes, that is the biggest 

feeling I have.”

The first uterine transplant in the world was 

done in 2002. Since then, there have been 27 

such transplants, with only 11 women going on 

to have successful deliveries. Meenakshi, a 

beautician from Bharuch in Gujarat, is now the 

12th, points out in-vitro fertilisation specialist 

Dr Pankaj Kulkarni, who was part of the team 

monitoring Meenakshi. Nine of the other 11 

babies were born in Sweden, and two in the US.

In Meenakshi’s case too, it was a roller-

coaster ride. On May 18 and 19 last year, she 

along with Shivamma Chalgeri from Solapur 

in Maharashtra underwent the country’s first 

uterine transplants. In both cases, the women’s 

mothers donated their uterus. Shivamma was 

the first to receive embryo transfer, in January 

this year, but lost the child after two months of 

pregnancy.

In April this year, an embryo was transferred 

into Meenakshi’s womb and resulted in a 

pregnancy. She has spent the past five months 

now in Room No. 406 at Galaxy Hospital, 

under strict monitoring. In the middle, after 

she developed mild diabetes because of the 

immuno-suppressant drugs she was on, tests 

for liver and kidney functions were performed.

The maximum doctors wait before they carry 

out C-secs in uterine transplant cases is 34 

weeks. While Meenakshi was in the 32nd week 

of pregnancy, the C-sec had been already 

scheduled for October 21 as she had pregnancy-

induced hypertension plus the doctors did not 

want to take a chance with the transplanted 

uterus having last seen a pregnancy 25 years 

ago.

After Meenakshi’s blood pressure shot up 

and her amniotic fluid declined sharply, they 

decided to do an operation immediately. 

Dr Nita Varty, a Mumbai-based laparoscopic 

gynaecologist and also part of the uterine 

transplant programme, was summoned 

immediately, while a neonatal team headed by 
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Dr Sandeep Kadam came in from Pune’s Ratna 

Memorial Hospital.

Dr Varty said the baby was in the breach 

position, with the head up and feet down.

“We were also worried as a transplanted uterus 

may not behave like a normal one. Fortunately, 

the uterine transplant was done laparoscopically 

(with minimum incision) and hence there were 

no adhesions inside. It was like a normal 

delivery,” she said.

Gynaecologist Dr Milind Telang said the rest of 

the process was also smooth. “The uterus was 

sutured in 26 minutes and the blood loss was 

barely 100 ml.”

Dr Kadam says the baby, which is underweight, 

had some respiratory distress but it was minimal 

and settled soon. “She is now being fed mother’s 

milk through a tube. It will take at least 10-12 

days for the baby to stabilise on oral feeds.”

Recalling their long wait to hold their child in their 

arms, Hitesh, who runs a beauty salon, says 

Meenakshi had a scarred uterus (Asherman’s 

syndrome). “We lost two babies after full-term 

pregnancies, and my wife underwent another 

four abortions.”

The desire for a child took them to Surat, 

Vadodara, Viramgam and several other 

places, Hitesh says, “till we were directed 

to Pune”. As their daughter came into the 

world, waiting to welcome her along with 

Hitesh were Meenakshi’s parents Jayesh 

and Susheela and her brother Chirag. 

Dr Puntambekar says the success with 

Meenakshi means the pain of women desperate 

for motherhood can be lessened. “What 

seemed impossibility has been achieved. We 

as technology-givers are trying to bring cheer to 

their lives and making it happen.”

According to him, there are 600 applications 

with them for uterine transplants, of which they 

had shortlisted 12 and performed operations 

on six. The sound of the loud cry Wednesday 

midnight from a Pune delivery room would have 

reached them all.

New skin gel protects from some 
pesticides
Indian researchers have developed a gel which, 
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when applied on the skin, can inhibit some 

pesticides from getting absorbed into the body, 

thus averting serious adverse effects and even 

death.

Organophosphate-based pesticides, which are 

commonly used by farmers in India, are toxic to 

the nervous system and heart, and can cause 

cognitive dysfunction.

When esters present in organophosphate-

based pesticides enter the body they bind and 

inhibit an enzyme (acetylcholinesterase or 

AChE) critical for nerve and muscle function. 

This causes neurological disorders, suffocation, 

paralysis, and even death.

Making inactive

A team led by Dr. Praveen Kumar Vemula 

from the Institute for Stem Cell Biology and 

Regenerative Medicine (inStem), Bengaluru, 

an autonomous institute under the Department 

of Biotechnology, used a chemical reaction to 

convert the ester into acid by using a catalyst to 

make the pesticide inactive.

Since the majority of organophosphate-based 

pesticides are absorbed through the skin (the 

nasal/inhalation route constitutes about 10-

15%) the researchers made a gel for topical 

application. The active ingredients of the gel 

are attached to chitosan (a substance found in 

the hard outer shells of crab and shrimp) so the 

gel does not penetrate the skin.

Studies on rats found that the gel was effective 

in a range of temperatures (20°-40° C) and a 

single application could protect the animals for 

four continuous days of pesticide exposure.

“As long as there is a thin layer of the gel 

present on the skin it can offer protection from 

pesticides,” said Dr. Vemula.

“The gel does not act like a physical barrier but 

chemically deactivates the pesticides thereby 

limiting the inhibition of the enzyme.” The gel 

can be washed off using soap.

No signs of toxicity

While the rats that did not receive the gel 

application when exposed to the pesticide died 

within seven days, all the animals that received 

the gel survived. Even 30 days after exposure 

to pesticides, none of the rats that received 

the gel application showed any visible signs of 
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toxicity. Brain tissue harvested from these rats 

showed that the gel was effective in preventing 

the inhibition of the enzyme in the brain. Other 

studies on rats showed the gel prevented the 

loss of motor coordination, loss of endurance 

and altered neuromuscular signalling. The 

results of the study were published in the 

journal Science Advances.

“We are in the process of setting up a start-up 

and plan to carry out trials on humans,” he said.

Water flow eases in Arunachal’s Siang
People residing on the banks of the Siang River 

in Arunachal Pradesh heaved a sigh of relief, 

as water overflowing from a landslip-induced 

barrier across the river upstream in China eased 

within 14 hours.

Beijing had informed New Delhi that the 

natural overflow from the barrier in Yaluzangbu 

(Tsangpo) occurred at 2.30 p.m.   and the 

discharge was 18,000 cubic metres per second. 

The barrier was formed soon after a landslip 

at Jiala village in Milin county of the Tibet 

Autonomous Region of China on October 17.

The Tsangpo flows into Arunachal Pradesh as 

the Siang, which meets two other rivers to form 

the Brahmaputra downstream in Assam.

Soon after the Central Water Commission issued 

an alert about the Tsangpo barrier breach, 

Arunachal Pradesh’s Disaster Management 

Secretary, Bidol Tayeng, instructed the 

authorities of districts that the Siang passes 

through to take precautionary measures.

“A fairly high volume of clear water reached 

Pasighat town around 7.30 a.m., but the flow 

was not as forceful as we had feared. The water 

level has been rising, besides turning turbid by 

10 a.m., but there’s no reason to panic,” Tamiyo 

Tatak, Deputy Commissioner of East Siang 

district, told The Hindu.

The water took more than 14 hours to reach 

Pasighat, the headquarters of East Siang 

district, close to the border with Assam.

Tuting, in Upper Siang district of Arunachal 

Pradesh, is the habitation on the Siang River 

closest to the China border. The impact at 

Tuting could not be ascertained because of 

poor connectivity.
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Alert mode

Mr. Tayeng said the preparation for averting a 

disaster was the first of its kind involving the 

State machinery, the Union Home Ministry and 

government agencies such as the National 

Disaster Response Force, the Air Force, the 

Central Water Commission and the India Space 

Research Organisation.

Challenging the emperor of all 
maladies
Cancer is an uncontrolled growth and 

multiplication of cells in a given organ (for 

example, the lung or stomach), which are 

damaged due to inborn (genetic) or external 

triggers (such as smoking or high doses of 

radiation). While normal cells are programmed 

to multiply and grow to a certain size and stay 

so, cancer cells, whose DNA is mutated due to 

such damage, go on a rampant growth leading 

to tumours, weakening the body and ultimately 

even death.

Treating and winning over cancer has been 

a great challenge, and the oncologist-writer 

Siddartha Mukherjee has rightly named cancer 

as “The Emperor of all Maladies.”

There have been a variety of approaches to 

win over this emperor. Surgical removal of the 

tumour has been one option, but it does not 

guarantee total removal (even a few leftover 

cells might grow again), nor its recurrence if 

the original cause is not addressed. Radiation 

therapy using high power gamma rays has also 

been tried, again with limited success.

Several anti-cancer drugs, such as cis-platin 

or carboplatin, 5-fluorouracil, doxyrubicin have 

been used. Many doctors have tried combining 

drugs along with shining the tumour using 

radiation such as gamma-rays for short periods 

of time. But the trouble is that they need to be 

used for sustained periods.

Immunological approach

It is here that immunological approach has 

been tried for a variety of cancers. This uses 

the in-built defense mechanism in the body. 

The white blood cells play a main role here. 

The B-Cells therein recognize the shape of the 

surface protrusion (call it the biometric ID) on the 
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invading cell (be it a microbe or a cancer cell), 

synthesises proteins called immunoglobulins 

which fit into the surface of the invading cells 

and remove them. Importantly, this shape of 

the intruder’s surface is “remembered” so that 

when a fresh attack by the same invader occurs, 

B cells are prepared. This too is the basis of 

childhood vaccines.

The surface geographic “tag” is termed the 

antigen and the proteins made by B-cells are 

called antibodies. Cancer cells also have 

biometric IDs, and these are termed neo-

antigens. Anti-cancer vaccines are based on the 

principle of antibodies made against such neo-

antigens. Antibodies such as bevacizumab and 

rituximab are some of the most popular drugs 

used against cancers. (The ‘mab’ at the end of 

these names refers to monoclonal antibody).

A recent approach in the field is to for the 

oncologist to isolate a piece of cancer tissue 

from the patient, and collaborate with a group 

of molecular bio-analysts to identify the neo-

antigen on the cancer cells. Next, the oncologist 

asks an immunologist collaborator to prepare 

the specific antibody molecule, which can be 

injected to the patient so as to stop recurrence 

of the tumour. This is thus a therapeutic vaccine 

(not a preventive vaccine such as the one 

against hepatitis or mumps). Some such cancer 

vaccines are already in the market, for example, 

HER-2 against breast cancer, Revenge against 

cancer and T-VEC against melanoma.

The Nobelists

It is here that this year’s Nobelists have taken 

a different approach. They concentrated not 

on the B-lymphocytes but their partners, the 

T-cells. T cells release chemicals that push the 

invading cells to commit suicide (what is called 

apoptosis). Each T-cell has claw-like receptors 

on its surface that locks into antigens- foreign or 

abnormal. But the T-cell needs to be activated 

by certain proteins (called T-cell accelerators) 

before it triggers such a response. Additionally, 

there are also other proteins that help check the 

T-cell from going on a rampage. These proteins 

are called ‘brakes’ or “check point proteins”.

Dr James Allison of the MD Anderson Cancer 

Centre at the University of Texas, Houston, TX, 
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USA, has been working since the early 1990s on 

one such “brake” or “checkpoint “protein called 

CTLA-4, which down-regulates the immune 

response of T-cells. He wondered whether one 

could find a mechanism (or a protein) which 

can release this brake on CTLA-4. By 1994-

95, his group produced a molecule called 

“anti-CTLA4”, which, when injected on mice 

with cancer, unlocked the anti-tumour activity 

and cured the mouse of cancer. As the Nobel 

committee writes: “despite little interest from 

the pharmaceutical industry, Allison continued 

his intense efforts to develop this strategy into 

a therapy for humans. Promising results from 

emerged, and in 2010, an important clinical 

study showed striking effects in patients with 

advanced melanomas, a type of skin cancer. 

In several patients, signs of remaining cancer 

disappeared. Such remarkable results have 

never been seen before in this patient group”.

This brings us to the work of the Nobel-sharer 

Tasuku Honjo, currently at Kyoto University, 

Japan. He discovered, even before Allison, in 

1992, that a protein called PD-1 is expressed 

on the surface of T-cells. His continuing work 

on it showed that it too is a checkpoint protein; 

if it were released, T-cells can exhibit anti-

tumour activity. Towards this, he developed the 

antibody Anti-PD1, which when introduced for 

the treatment of patients with different types of 

cancer, the results were dramatic.

The trick in both instances, Allison’s or Honjo’s, 

is to find molecules that will release the brake or 

the checkpoint, and let the anti-cancer activity 

occur. As one would expect, research in to 

checkpoint inhibitors is booming. As a columnist 

writes: “more than 1100 PD-1 related trials are 

under way; immunotherapy is now the hottest 

field in oncology and one that is likely, over the 

next five to ten years, to transform the way that 

many cancers are treated”.

With the advances made by the Allison’s 

and Honjo’s groups, it does appear that the 

Emperor’s reign may indeed come to an end 

sooner than later.

Existing drug can be used for treating 
gallbladder cancer
By sequencing the whole exome of 44 early-
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stage gallbladder cancer samples taken from 

patients, researchers at Tata Memorial Centre, 

Mumbai, have been able to identify the mutations 

that cause the cancer. More importantly, based 

on the genomic analysis, the team has made it 

possible for clinicians to know in advance which 

gallbladder cancer patients are likely to benefit 

from a particular therapy that is currently being 

used for treating colorectal cancer.

Though rare globally, there is high incidence 

of gallbladder cancer in India and China. Yet, 

there are almost no treatment options available. 

This is now set to change.

A team led by Dr. Amit Dutt from the Integrated 

Cancer Genomics Laboratory at ACTREC, TMC 

found that in about 40% of samples sequenced, 

a particular signalling pathway (ErbB/HER) was 

significantly altered either by mutation or by 

having multiple gene copies. Changes in the 

gene copy number in the ErbB family of receptor 

pathway are responsible for causing colorectal 

cancer too.

The ERbB pathway belongs to the EGFR family. 

And in the case of gallbladder cancer, the 

ErbB2 binds to EGFR to activate the pathway. 

So the anti-EGFR therapy currently being used 

for treating colorectal cancer can potentially 

be used in gallbladder patients to stop the 

growth of cancer. Based on studies carried out 

in the laboratory, it is likely that the drug will 

inhibit the spread of gallbladder cancer. This 

becomes particularly important as gallbladder 

cancer is an aggressive disease — it spreads 

(metastasis) rapidly and the five-year survival 

rate is only about 20%.

“Based on genomic analysis we found that not 

all patients with ErbB2 mutation will benefit from 

the anti-EGFR therapy. That is because patients 

having a specific mutation in the KRAS gene 

(another member of the ErbB/HER pathway) 

that co-occurs with the ErbB2 mutation will not 

respond to the drug,” says Dr. Dutt. The results 

of the study were published in the International 

Journal of Cancer.

KRAS mutations

The KRAS mutations are of two types — G13D 

and G12V. “The G12V mutation is the strongest 

activating mutation. So patients who have this 
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[G12V] mutation will not respond to the anti-

EGFR therapy, while those who have the G13D 

mutation will partially respond to treatment,” 

he says. And patients with G13D mutation 

are sixfold more likely to respond to treatment 

compared with G12V mutation. Patients who do 

not have any of the two KRAS mutations will 

100% respond to the therapy.

The researchers validated the ability of the 

drug to treat gallbladder cancer using a mouse 

model. Tumours were induced in mice by 

transplanting human gallbladder cancer cells. 

Three sets of cancer cells were transplanted. In 

one, cancer cells with only the ErbB2 mutation 

were transplanted. The second set of mice 

received cancer cells with ErbB2 mutation and 

G13D mutation. The third set of mice received 

cancer cells with ErbB2 mutation and G12V 

mutation. The drug was administered orally.

All the mice with only the ErbB2 mutation were 

successfully treated, while a few with ErbB2 

mutations and G13D were treated. However, 

mice with ErbB2 and G12V mutations did not 

respond to treatment.

“For every gallbladder cancer patient, molecular 

profiling (which was not done till now) can be 

done to know whether the patient has KRAS 

mutation and if so whether it is the one that 

partially responds to treatment [G13D] or the 

one which does not [G12V],” Dr. Dutt says.

This approach will help clinicians take an 

informed decision to specifically identify 

patients who are more likely to benefit from the 

anti-EGFR therapy.

“So we can potentially save patients with 

G12V KRAS mutation from the toxic effect of 

chemotherapy drug,” Dr. Dutt says.

“The study gives a potential new target in precision 

medicine. It forms a basis to evaluate the drug 

in patients through clinical trials. And if the trial 

is successful then we can make it a standard 

of care,” says Dr. Shailesh V. Shrikhande from 

the Department of Gastrointestinal and Hepato-

Pancreato-Biliary Surgical Oncology, TMC and 

one of the two first authors of the paper.
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Where Ganga meets the Bay of 
Pollution
An exponential increase in the number of 

pilgrims coming to the Ganga Sagar Mela, 

which takes place at the Sagar Island every year 

during Makar Sankranti, has been responsible 

for the worsening water pollution, prompting 

scientists to raise serious concerns about the 

likely outbreak of several diseases.

The number of pilgrims descending on the 

Sagar Island to take a dip at the place where 

the Ganga meets the Bay of Bengal, has risen 

from 2 lakh in 1990 to 20 lakh in 2018.

Health concerns

“A health survey was conducted with the local 

people… it found that diseases like cholera, 

dysentery, and skin disease were predominant 

in the post-Ganga Sagar Mela period,” observed 

a paper titled ‘Pollution and its consequences 

at Ganga Sagar mass bathing in India’, 

published recently in the journalEnvironment, 

Development and Sustainability .

The study noted a sharp deterioration in 

water quality parameters between the pre-

mela and post-mela period. For instance, the 

concentration of faecal coliform bacteria, which 

was 22 MPN (most probable number) in 100 ml 

of water two weeks before the mela, was found 

to be 9,963 MPN two weeks after the mela.

One of the authors of the paper, Tuhin Ghosh 

from the School of Oceanographic Studies at 

Kolkata’s Jadavpur University, said the focus 

of the administration is mostly on managing 

the mela, and that it should also manage 

the pollution with sustainable strategies. He 

suggested that a wastewater treatment plant be 

set up. He stressed the need to make the mela 

plastic-free to prevent plastics from clogging 

the ocean.

Researchers also pointed out that making the 

Ganga Sagar Mela pollution-free should be 

seen in the context of the Clean Ganga Mission 

and that the pollution wrought by the mela 

added to the pollutants which the river brings 

from upstream.

Sagar is the biggest island of the Sunderbans 

archipelago, with a population of about 2.12 

lakh people. Several studies have shown that 
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the island is at the frontline of climate change, 

facing serious erosion on its east and west 

sides due to rising sea level and tidal surges.

SC shocked over ‘vanishing’ Aravalli 
hills
The Supreme Court   expressed shock over the 

disappearance of 31 hills in the Aravalli area of 

Rajasthan and asked the State government to 

stop illegal mining in the 115.34-hectare area 

there within 48 hours.

The top court said that even though Rajasthan 

was earning royalty of around Rs. 5,000 crore 

from mining activities in the Aravallis, it cannot 

endanger the lives of lakhs of people in Delhi 

as the disappearance of the hills could be one 

of the reasons for rise in pollution level in Delhi-

NCR.

A Bench of Justices Madan B. Lokur and Deepak 

Gupta referred to the status report filed by the 

Rajasthan government and said it indicated that 

illegal mining activity was going on in 115.34 

hectare area in Aravalli range in the State.

It also referred to a report of the Central 

Empowered Committee, which had said that 

out of 128 samples taken by the Forest Survey 

of India, as many as 31 hills or hillocks had 

vanished.

“Thirty-one hills or hillocks have disappeared. 

If hills will disappear in the country, what will 

happen? Have people become ‘Hanuman’ that 

they are running away with hills?,” Justice Lokur 

asked the counsel appearing for Rajasthan.

“Around 15%-20% of hills have vanished in 

Rajasthan. This is your ground truth. Whom 

you want to take for a ride?,” the Bench asked, 

adding that the State has failed to protect the 

Aravalli range from illegal mining.

The top court said that it was compelled to pass 

an order to stop illegal mining activities in the 

area within 48 hours as it appeared that the 

State has taken the issue “very lightly”.

It directed the Chief Secretary of Rajasthan 

to file an affidavit regarding compliance of its 

order within the week and posted the matter for 

October 29.

World’s first humanoid robot Sophia 
arrives
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After disappointing many for not being able to 

make it to the inaugural of the Vizag Fintech 

Festival, world’s first humanoid robot, Sophia, 

finally arrived in the city from Hong Kong. “The 

robot will speak at the festival,” IT Principal 

Secretary K. Vijayanand said.

IAF gets first overhauled Sukhoi
In a major step towards improving the availability 

rate of the backbone of the Indian Air Force 

(IAF) fighter fleet, the IAF’s Base Repair Depot 

(BRD), Ojhar in Maharashtra has successfully 

overhauled a Su-30 MKI aircraft.

The first overhauled aircraft was handed over to 

Air Marshal HS Arora, Air Officer Commanding-

in-Chief of South Western Air Command in a 

ceremony.

Flight tests

“Earlier, the first Su-30 MKI overhauled by this 

depot successfully took off on April 24 and has 

been flight tested for its airworthiness, before 

inducting it for operational tasks at a flying 

squadron,” IAF said in a statement.

The statement added that 11 BRD is the only 

fighter aircraft repair depot of the force and 

undertakes repair and overhaul of frontline 

fighters such as MIG-29 and Sukhoi-30 MKI.

Indigenous overhauling in-house within the IAF, 

will significantly reduce the time and improve 

the availability rate of the overall fleet at a time 

when the service is a facing a drop in its fighter 

squadron strength, officials said.

The Su-30MKI procured from Russia and 

licence manufactured by Hindustan Aeronautics 

Limited (HAL) is the mainstay of the IAF’s fighter 

squadron. India has contracted 272 aircraft of 

which over 240 have been inducted into service.

However their serviceability rate has been an 

issue of constant concern with availability rates 

dropping below 50% at one point and has 

improved to over 60% over the last couple of 

years. The target is to have fleet availability of 

over 75%.

As part of the measures, in March 2017, 

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) of India 

and the United Aircraft Corporation and United 

Engine Corporations of Russia had signed two 

long term supply agreements for the Sukhoi 
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fighter aircraft fleet to address issues of life cycle 

support and maintenance. These agreements 

cover about 57,000 spares and components 

related to the Su-30 aircraft.

To enable this agreement, Russia changed its 

legislation permitting its companies to enter into 

direct agreement with foreign companies for 

long term support agreements. This was to cut 

the long and cumbersome procurement process 

of spares as India could not deal directly with 

the Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEM) 

but only through designated intermediaries like 

Rosoboronexport.

India home to two new gecko species
The spot-necked day gecko and the Anaimudi 

day gecko, both very distinctly-patterned 

lizards found only in the higher reaches of the 

Agasthyamalai and Anamalai hill ranges in 

the Western Ghats, are the latest additions to 

India’s reptile fauna.

Researchers including Vivek Philip Cyriac of 

the Indian Institute of Science Education and 

Research Thiruvanathapuram (IISER-TVM) 

were surveying reptiles in Kerala’s Shola 

National Parks in 2013 when they came across 

a predominantly greyish-brown-coloured gecko.

Red iris

The approximately six-centimetre-long lizard 

sported an unusual, bright red iris (a thin band 

surrounding the pupil of the eye) and a long, 

striking amber line also ran down its dark back: 

unlike anything the team had seen.

“We thought it could be a new species, but we 

had to make sure,” said Cyriac.

So the team collected and studied the geckos’ 

morphology in detail. The features they studied 

included the lengths of various body parts 

such as tail and fingers, lamellae (fine, plate-

like structures on the base of gecko feet that 

help them scale vertical surfaces) and tubercles 

(tiny raised projections on their bodies). They 

compared these with the morphology of other 

similar-looking lizards to establish Cnemaspis 

anamudiensis or the Anaimudi day gecko, as a 

new species.

Spot-necked day gecko

The team (including scientists at the Zoological 
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Survey of India and National Centre for 

Biological Sciences) utilized the same method 

to describe yet another day gecko they spotted 

at Kollam’s Shendurney Wildlife Sanctuary – 

which is part of the Agasthyamalai hill range – 

in 2016. This gecko had bluish-white spots in 

a distinct ‘necklace-pattern’ on its nape. While 

this differentiated the species from the similar-

looking Ponmudi day gecko and the Bedomme’s 

day gecko, the lack of enlarged flat tubercles on 

its tail was one of the features that ruled out 

its possibility of being the ornate day gecko. 

The team named the new species Cnemaspis 

maculicolis or the spot-necked day gecko.

Both these diurnal geckos are currently known 

only from single localities in high-elevation 

forests located at more than 1,200 metres 

above mean sea level in the Ghats. There 

is a possibility that these day geckos could 

be present in the surrounding hills but more 

detailed surveys would be required to confirm 

this, said Cyriac.

While mountain ranges in general have a 

rather high diversity of such day geckos, the 

“accelerated environmental decline” that these 

regions face are a concern, he added.

World’s smallest optical gyroscope 
developed
Scientists have developed the world’s smallest 

optical gyroscope - a device that helps vehicles, 

drones and handheld electronic devices 

know their orientation in 3D space. The new 

gyroscope, described in Nature Photonics, is 

500 times smaller than the current best device.

Originally, gyroscopes were sets of nested 

wheels, each spinning on a different axis, 

said researchers from the California Institute 

of Technology in the U.S. However, today’s 

cellphones have microelectromechanical 

sensor, the modern-day equivalent, which 

measures changes in the forces acting on two 

identical masses that are oscillating and moving 

in opposite directions.

Sagnac effect

These MEMS gyroscopes are limited in their 

sensitivity, so optical gyroscopes have been 

developed to perform the same function but 
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with no moving parts and a greater degree 

of accuracy using a phenomenon called the 

Sagnac effect, named after French physicist 

Georges Sagnac.

The smallest high-performance optical 

gyroscopes available today are bigger than a 

golf ball and are not suitable for many portable 

applications, researchers said. As optical 

gyroscopes are built smaller and smaller, so too 

is the signal that captures the Sagnac effect, 

which makes it more and more difficult for the 

gyroscope to detect movement, they said. Up 

to now, this has prevented the miniaturisation of 

optical gyroscopes.

The device developed by Caltech engineers 

led by Ali Hajimiri can detect phase shifts that 

are 30 times smaller than the best systems 

currently available. The new gyroscope 

achieves improved performance by using a 

new technique called “reciprocal sensitivity 

enhancement.” In this case, “reciprocal” means 

that it affects both beams of the light inside the 

gyroscope in the same way. Since the Sagnac 

effect relies on detecting a difference between 

the two beams as they travel in opposite 

directions, it is considered nonreciprocal. Inside 

the gyroscope, light travels through miniaturised 

optical waveguides (small conduits that carry 

light).

Imperfections in the optical path that might affect 

the beams (for example, thermal fluctuations or 

light scattering) and any outside interference 

will affect both beams similarly. Professor 

Hajimiri’s team found a way to weed out this 

reciprocal noise while leaving signals from 

the Sagnac effect intact. Reciprocal sensitivity 

enhancement thus improves the signal-to-noise 

ratio in the system and enables the integration 

of the optical gyroscope on to a chip smaller 

than a grain of rice.

Cipla gets USFDA nod for hypertension, 
cardiac drug
Drug major Cipla said it has received final 

approval from the U.S. health regulator to market 

Metoprolol tablets, used to treat hypertension 

and various cardiac conditions. The company 

has received final nod from the United States 
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Food and Drug Administration for its abbreviated 

new drug application for Metoprolol ER tablets 

in the strengths of 50mg, 100mg and 200mg, 

Cipla said in a BSE filing.

Children under 15 at serious risk from 
polluted air: WHO
Every day about 93% of the world’s children 

under the age of 15 (1.8 billion children) 

breathe polluted air that puts their health and 

development at serious risk, the World Health 

Organisation (WHO) said in a new report that 

puts into numbers the devastating impact that 

air pollution is having on the global population’s 

health.

Tragically, many of these children die, with as 

many as six lakh estimated to have perished 

in 2016 alone due to complications from acute 

lower respiratory infections caused by dirty air, 

according to WHO’s report.

The report on air pollution and child health 

released on the eve of the WHO’s first ever 

global conference on Air Pollution and Health   

reveals that when pregnant women are exposed 

to polluted air, they are more likely to give birth 

prematurely, and have small, low birth-weight 

children.

Air pollution also impacts neuro-development 

and cognitive ability and can trigger asthma, 

and childhood cancer. Children exposed to high 

levels of air pollution may be at greater risk 

for chronic diseases such as cardiovascular 

disease later in life, the WHO said.

“Polluted air is poisoning millions of children and 

ruining their lives,” said Dr. Tedros Adhanom 

Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General. “This 

is inexcusable. Every child should be able to 

breathe clean air so they can grow and fulfil 

their full potential.”

Breathe rapidly

One reason why children are particularly 

vulnerable to the effects of air pollution is that 

they breathe more rapidly than adults and so 

absorb more pollutants. They also live closer to 

the ground, where some pollutants reach peak 

concentrations — at a time when their brains 

and bodies are still developing.

In addition, newborns and small children are 
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often at home. If the family is burning fuels like 

wood and kerosene for cooking, heating and 

lighting, they would be exposed to higher levels 

of pollution.

“Air pollution is stunting our children’s brains, 

affecting their health in more ways than 

we suspected,” Dr. Maria Neira, director, 

Department of Public Health, Environmental 

and Social Determinants of Health at WHO, 

said in a release accompanying the report.

‘India among nations that face grave 
danger to soil biodiversity’
India’s soil biodiversity is in grave peril, 

according to the Global Soil Biodiversity Atlas 

prepared by the World Wide Fund for Nature.

The WWF’s ‘risk index’ for the globe — indicating 

threats from loss of above-ground diversity, 

pollution and nutrient over-loading, over-

grazing, intensive agriculture, fire, soil erosion, 

desertification and climate change — shows 

India among countries whose soil biodiversity 

faces the highest level of risk. Coloured red 

on the Atlas, these include Pakistan, China, 

several countries in Africa and Europe, and 

most of North America.

Soil biodiversity encompasses the presence 

of micro-organisms, micro-fauna (nematodes 

and tardigrades for example), and macro-fauna 

(ants, termites and earthworms).

The findings were part of the bi-annual Living 

Planet Report (LPR) 2018. “A key aspect of this 

year’s report is the threat to soil biodiversity and 

pollinators [such as bees],” Ravi Singh, CEO, 

WWF-India, said.

Mr. Singh cited a Tamil Nadu Agricultural 

University study that observed that while 150 

million bee colonies were needed to meet the 

pollination requirements of about 50 million 

hectares of agricultural land in India, only 1.2 

million colonies were present.

“Science is showing us the harsh reality that our 

forests, oceans and rivers are enduring at our 

hands,” Marco Lambertini, Director General, 

WWF International, said in a press release.

The two key drivers of biodiversity loss were 

the over exploitation of natural resources and 

agriculture, the WWF added in its report.
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Word of caution

While India’s per capita ecological footprint was less than 1.75 hectares/person (the lowest band 

among countries surveyed), its high population made it vulnerablea to an ecological crisis, even if 

per-capita consumption remained at current levels, the WWF warned.

a
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U.S.-Japanese pair win Nobel 
Medicine Prize
[Important for: Nobel Prize, Science & 

Technology, GK]

Two immunologists, James Allison of the U.S. 

and Tasuku Honjo of Japan, won the 2018 

Nobel Medicine Prize for research into how the 

body’s natural defences can fight cancer, the 

jury said.

Unlike more traditional forms of cancer 

treatment that directly target cancer cells, Dr. 

Allison and Dr. Honjo figured out how to help 

the patient’s own immune system tackle the 

cancer more quickly.

The award-winning discovery led to treatments 

targeting proteins made by some immune 

system cells that act as a “brake” on the body’s 

natural defences killing cancer cells.

The Nobel Assembly, after announcing the 

prize in Stockholm, said that the therapy “has 

now revolutionised cancer treatment and has 

fundamentally changed the way we view how 

cancer can be managed”.

In 1995, Dr. Allison was one of two scientists to 

identify the CTLA-4 molecule as an inhibitory 

receptor on T-cells.

T-cells are a type of white blood cell that play 

a central role in the body’s natural immunity to 

disease.

Dr. Allison, 70, “realised the potential of 

releasing the brake and thereby unleashing our 

immune cells to attack tumours,” the Nobel jury 

said.

Around the same time, Dr. Honjo discovered 

a protein on immune cells, the ligand PD-1, 

and eventually realised that it also worked as a 

brake, but acted in a different way.

‘Honoured & humbled’

On the website of his University of Texas MD 

Anderson Cancer Center, Dr. Allison said he 

was “honoured and humbled to receive this 

prestigious recognition”.

“I never dreamed my research would take the 

direction it has,” he said.

Misc. News 
and Events
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“It’s a great, emotional privilege to meet cancer 

patients who’ve been successfully treated with 

immune checkpoint blockade. They are living 

proof of the power of basic science, of following 

our urge to learn and to understand how things 

work.”

Dr. Honjo, 76, meanwhile vowed to push ahead 

with his work. “I want to continue my research... 

so that this immune therapy will save more 

cancer patients than ever,” he told reporters at 

the University of Kyoto, where he is based.

The Nobel jury said that “for more than 100 

years, scientists attempted to engage the 

immune system in the fight against cancer”.

“Until the seminal discoveries by the two 

laureates, progress into clinical development 

was modest.”

The duo will share the Nobel prize sum of nine 

million Swedish kronor (about $1.01 million).

88 million-year-old isle and crater to 
be geoparks
In a first, an ancient circular lake created by a 

meteorite strike in Maharashtra and a hexagonal 

mosaic of basaltic rocks in an island off Udupi 

are poised to become global geoparks, under a 

Geological Survey of India (GSI) plan.

Lonar Lake in Maharashtra and St. Mary’s 

Island and Malpe beach in coastal Karnataka 

are the GSI’s candidates for UNESCO Global 

Geopark Network status.

The road to recognition, however, is long. An 

aspiring Global Geopark must have a dedicated 

website, a corporate identity, comprehensive 

management plan, protection plans, finance, 

and partnerships for it to be accepted. In mid-

August, GSI moved ahead with the plan, setting 

a follow-up time frame of 100 days.

The Geopark tag is akin to that of a ‘World 

Heritage Site’ for historical monuments that can 

bring India’s famed geological features to the 

global stage.

“These are spectacular to look at even for the 

general public who may not understand that they 

are also geologically important. Lonar lake is 

the only known meteorite crater in basaltic rock 

and is world famous, while St. Mary’s island is 

a unique phenomenon that has been preserved 
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well,” says Asit Saha, Director, Geodata, at the 

GSI Headquarters in Kolkata.

St. Mary’s Island, declared a national geo-

heritage site in 1975, is estimated to be an 

88-million-year-old formation that goes back 

to a time when Greater India broke away from 

Madagascar.

Relatively young

Lonar crater became a geo-heritage site in 

1979. It is relatively young geologically, at 

just 50,000 years old. A meteorite estimated 

to weigh two-million-tonnes slammed into the 

Earth, creating a 1.83-km diameter crater where 

the lake formed. It is distinguished by a near-

perfect, circular ejecta blanket, which refers to 

earth thrown up during the collision, around it.

Venkaiah Naidu inaugurates ‘World 
Peace’ monument
Vice-President M. Venkaiah Naidu   inaugurated 

the world’s largest dome at the Maharashtra 

Institute of Technology (MIT)’s World Peace 

University (MIT-WPU) campus at Loni Kalbhor 

on the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma 

Gandhi.

Institute authorities have said the structure, 

called the ‘World Peace Monument’ dome, took 

nearly 13 years to be build. At 160 ft. in diameter 

and 263 ft tall, it is larger in area than the dome 

at St. Peter’s Basilica in Vatican City (which is 

136 ft. in diameter and 448 ft. in height).

I am delighted to inaugurate one of the largest 

domes in the world,” Mr. Naidu said.

The dome is built atop the MIT World Peace 

Library and the World Peace Prayer Hall, which 

are named after the 13th century poet-saint and 

philosopher Dnyaneshwar — a pivotal figure of 

the Bhakti movement in Maharashtra.

Each of the 24 massive columns in the 

dome stands 63 feet tall. The prayer hall can 

accommodate 3,500 people and is embellished 

with portraits of more than 50 accomplished 

men globally.

Laser pioneers win Physics Nobel
Three scientists   won the Nobel Physics 

Prize, including the first woman to receive the 

prestigious award in 55 years, for inventing 
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optical lasers that have paved the way for 

advanced precision instruments used in 

corrective eye surgery.

Arthur Ashkin of the U.S. won one half of the 

nine million Swedish kronor (about $1.01 

million) prize, while Gerard Mourou of France 

and Donna Strickland of Canada shared the 

other half.

Mr. Ashkin, 96, was honoured for his invention 

of “optical tweezers” that grab particles, atoms, 

viruses and other living cells with their laser 

beam fingers.

With this he was able to use the radiation 

pressure of light to move physical objects, “an 

old dream of science fiction,” the Royal Swedish 

Academy of Sciences said.

A major breakthrough came in 1987 when Mr. 

Ashkin used the tweezers to capture living 

bacteria without harming them, the Academy 

noted.

Oldest Nobel winner

Mr. Ashkin, who made his discovery while 

working at AT&T Bell Laboratories from 1952 

to 1991, is the oldest winner of a Nobel prize, 

beating out American Leonid Hurwicz who was 

90 when he won the 2007 Economics Prize.

Meanwhile Mr. Mourou, 74, and Ms. Strickland 

,59, — only the third woman to win the Physics 

Prize — won for helping develop a method to 

generate ultra-short optical pulses, “the shortest 

and most intense laser pulses ever created by 

mankind,” the jury said.

Their technique is now used in corrective eye 

surgery.

Mr. Mourou was affiliated with the Ecole 

Polytechnique of France and the University 

of Michigan in the U.S., while Ms. Strickland, 

his student, is a professor at the University of 

Waterloo in Canada.

Mr. Mourou was also involved in building the 

Extreme Light Infrastructure (ELI) project and 

what is believed to be one of the world’s most 

powerful lasers, the Apollon, in developments 

that researchers hope will one day help deal 

with nuclear waste, treating tumours and 

clearing debris in space. Speaking by phone to 

the academy, a moved Ms. Strickland said she 

was thrilled to receive the Nobel prize that has 
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been the least accessible for women.

“We need to celebrate women physicists 

because they’re out there... I’m honoured to be 

one of those women,” she said.

Trio gets Chemistry Nobel
Two Americans and a Briton won the 2018 

Nobel Prize for Chemistry   for harnessing the 

power of evolution to produce novel proteins 

used in everything from environmentally friendly 

detergents and biofuels to cancer drugs.

The fruits of this work include the world’s top-

selling prescription medicine — the antibody 

injection Humira for treating rheumatoid arthritis 

and other autoimmune diseases.

Frances Arnold of the California Institute of 

Technology, George Smith from the University 

of Missouri and Gregory Winter of Britain’s MRC 

Laboratory of Molecular Biology were awarded 

the prize for pioneering science in enzymes and 

antibodies.

Ms. Arnold, only the fifth woman to win a 

chemistry Nobel, was awarded half of the $1 

million prize while Mr. Smith and Mr. Winter 

shared the other half.

Ms. Arnold is the second woman to win a 

Nobel prize this year after Canada’s Donna 

Strickland. Her research on enzymes led to 

the development of better industrial chemicals 

and pharmaceuticals. Mr. Smith developed a 

method using a virus that infects bacteria to 

produce new proteins while Ms. Winter used 

the same technique for the directed evolution 

of antibodies.

Single engine aircraft for commercial 
flights
Aviation safety regulator Directorate General 

of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has allowed the use 

of single engine aircraft for commercial flights, 

provided the route includes a landing site within 

gliding range, in case of engine failure.

The move follows a demand from operators 

to allow the use of single engine aircraft in the 

government’s regional connectivity scheme.

The relaxation of norms is for both aeroplanes 

and helicopters for scheduled commuter air 

transport operations or commercial flights, 
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according to the circular issued by the DGCA 

on September 27.

Risk assessment

The DGCA requires a mandatory safety risk 

assessment for single engine operations. Where 

this is not feasible, the operator should ensure 

there is no water body, hostile environment or 

congested area en route.

Conde wins alternative Nobel
Guadeloupean author Maryse Conde   won an 

alternative award formed in protest to the Nobel 

Literature Prize, postponed this year over a 

rape scandal that came to light as part of the 

#MeToo movement.

The New Academy Prize in Literature was 

formed in protest to denounce what its founders 

called the “bias, arrogance and sexism” of the 

venerable Swedish Academy, which selects 

Nobel laureates. The Swedish Academy was 

plunged into turmoil in 2017 over its ties to 

Frenchman Jean-Claude Arnault, who was 

jailed for two years in early October for rape.

Ms. Conde “describes the ravages of colonialism 

and post-colonial chaos in a language which 

is both precise and overwhelming,” the New 

Academy — founded by more than 100 Swedish 

writers, artists and journalists — said more than 

a week after the Nobel Literature Prize would 

have been announced.

Swedish librarians nominated 47 authors, who 

were later voted on by nearly 33,000 people 

from around the world, leaving four authors — 

two women and two men — on the short list.

“I’m very happy and proud of this prize... Please 

allow me to share it with my family, my friends 

and above all with the people of Guadeloupe, 

who will be thrilled and touched seeing me 

receive this prize,” the 81-year-old Ms. Conde, 

who is often among authors tipped for the Nobel 

prize, said in a video message.

CINTAA commends flag bearers
The Cine & TV Artistes’ Association   unanimously 

supported sexual harassment victims that 

have revealed their painful stories under the 

aegis of the #MeToo movement, and said it will 

methodically address such complaints.
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Senior members of the body’s executive 

committee, including CINTAA president Vikram 

Gokhale; general secretary, Sushant Singh, 

senior joint secretary Amit Behl and joint 

secretary Rajeshwari Sachdev, addressed 

the press about various issues, primarily the 

#MeToo cases that have come to light recently.

Mr. Singh said that although sexual harassment 

is rampant in most sectors, the entertainment 

industry has been singled out on social media. 

He also thanked the ‘flag bearers’ of the 

movement but warned that #MeToo is being 

hijacked by fake news. “The result is that the 

real survivors will be discredited,” he said. “The 

real culprits [including] powerful names will get 

a clean chit. Do not make one-sided allegations 

into news. Verify the accounts and give us both 

sides so that as public, we can make a decision.”

“We need to move away from denial and 

address wrongdoings methodically, step by step 

in order to weed out the [perpetrators]. Please 

name and shame the ones who have not been 

spoken about,” he added.

On the exploitation faced by upcoming actors, 

Mr. Singh said that CINTAA would have to work 

with the Producers’ Guild of India to address 

the issue. A verified list of casting agents and 

producers would also have to be created. He 

also declared the body’s support for Vinta 

Nanda and Flora Saini (who accused producer 

Gaurang Doshi of physically abusing her).

While Mr. Singh and Mr. Behl talked about some 

of the #MeToo cases, they refused to comment 

on actor Tanushree Dutta’s accusations against 

actor Nana Patekar, stressing that the matter is 

now sub judice.

Some of the reforms that figure in the 

association’s future course correction plans, 

include the formation of a committee to address 

sexual harassment with members such as 

actors Raveena Tandon and Renuka Shahane, 

journalist Bharti Dubey and filmmaker Amol 

Gupte. A sub-committee with actor Swara 

Bhaskar, lawyer Sana Hakim, partner at POSH 

(Prevention of Sexual Harassment) at Work, 

psychologist Brinelle D’Souza, and other non-

CINTAA individuals will also be formed.

There will be counselling sessions with therapists 
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who will keep the identity of those seeking help 

anonymous. Moreover, workshops — such as 

the one with lawyer and human rights activist 

Vrinda Grover — campaigns, videos, and 

think tanks to create awareness about sexual 

harassment, are also on the anvil.

Further, a symposium to address the issue with 

other bodies and unions in the entertainment 

sphere is proposed along with posters to raise 

awareness along with CCTV cameras at sets 

and studios.

Taking the opportunity to also address the 

deplorable working conditions of actors in the 

television industry, Mr. Singh talked about fire 

drills, health and safety, over-worked child 

artistes and unfair remuneration. As a solution, 

CINTAA appealed to the government to give 

the entertainment sector an ‘industry status’ 

and draft laws to offer central guidelines in 

terms of standardisation of working hours and 

safety regulations. Finally, Mr. Singh appealed 

for support from CINTAA members’ and veteran 

actors to follow up on the #MeToo cases with 

meaningful reforms.

Varsities having Ordinance need not 
follow central rules
The Centre has decided that central universities 

already having an Ordinance of their own need 

not adopt the Central Civil Services rules. 

However, new central universities not having an 

Ordinance have to adopt them.

This comes close on the heels of a UGC letter 

to all central universities that they should adopt 

the CCS rules, which led to much controversy on 

the ground that the freedom of faculty members 

to criticise any government policy would stand 

in violation of these rules.

A barrage of criticism of this move that it would 

have blocked even the writing of books or 

articles critical of government policy -- as The 

Hindu had reported -- was followed by Minister 

of Human Resource Development Prakash 

Javadekar tweeting that there would be no 

restriction of speech in DU or JNU at a time 

when the latter had already adopted the UGC’s 

instruction regarding CCS rules.

A senior MHRD official told The Hindu that since 

JNU had its own Ordinance; it was not required 
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to impose CCS rules on its faculty.

The Central Civil Services Conduct Rules 

say: “No government servant shall make any 

statement of fact or opinion which has the effect 

of an adverse criticism of any current or recent 

policy of the Central government or a State 

government.”

This aspect of the CCS rules had been 

interpeted as a gag order by various teachers’ 

associations.

However, Aditya Narayan Mishra of Academics 

for Action and Development told The Hindu, 

“Institutions follow written orders. Unless the 

UGC issues a letter to all universities reversing 

its last order, how does it matter”?

Iconic Delhi Durbar painting gets back 
its glory
One of the biggest and most iconic oil paintings 

in the collection of Victoria Memorial Hall (VMH) 

depicting the Delhi Durbar of 1903, has been 

restored and will soon be put on display at one 

of its renovated galleries.

Titled State Entry Into Delhi , the painting was 

commissioned by the then British government. 

Painted by British artist Roderick Mackenzie, 

the picture shows Viceroy Lord Curzon, seated 

on an elephant and leading the ceremonial 

procession of the Delhi Durbar followed by 

several Indian kings. The procession goes past 

the north side of the magnificent Jama Masjid, 

rendered in splendour with its large dome and 

towering minarets.

The 1903 Delhi Durbar, which was held after the 

death of Queen Victoria in 1901, also marked the 

declaration of Edward VII and Queen Alexandra 

as the Emperor and Empress of the country.

Termite attack

A few years ago, a termite attack had affected 

the painting and the conservation unit of the 

VMH took on the job of restoring the painting to 

its former glory.

The sheer size of the painting, which measures 

17 feet by 11 feet posed a great challenge, 

Dibakar Karmakar from the restoration unit of 

VMH said. Mr. Karmakar and his colleague 

Baishakhi Mullick spent two years working on 

the restoration. “It was such an arduous task 



aspirantforum.com

Vo
l. 

50
 O

ct
. 2

01
8

Vol.50
News and Events of Oct. 2018

Visit aspirantforum.com for  Guidance and Study Material for IAS Exam

that we have prepared a documentary on the 

whole process,” Mr. Karmakar said.

Jayanta Sengupta, secretary and curator of 

VMH said, “The painting depicts an important 

event in India’s history.” Delhi Durbar, as 

the term suggests, is borrowed from Mughal 

vocabulary and with all its pomp and grandeur 

was an attempt by the British to appropriate 

Mughal culture, he said.

So significant is the historical image that copies 

made by Roderick Mackenzie are available 

in other museums, including one at Bristol 

Museum, Mr. Sengupta said.

The Victoria Memorial Hall has 434 oil paintings, 

among the largest collections in the country. 

“Most of the paintings were done between 

1750 and the 1850s, before the advent of 

photography. These paintings are not treasures 

of art but the only visual tool that depict India, 

Indians and the country’s landscapes before the 

advent of photography,” the curator explained.

The paintings, which were with Maharajas and 

private collectors, came to the Victoria Memorial 

Hall at the persuasion of Lord Curzon when the 

memorial was conceived and built between 

1906 and 1921.

“Conservation of these paintings, which for 

almost 100 years have been with individuals in 

a tropical climate, poses a great challenge for 

us at the VMH,” Mr. Sengupta added.

Among the collection of paintings at the VMH 

are the works of art by Thomas and William 

Danielle, the uncle-nephew duo who went about 

capturing landscapes of the country in the late 

18th and early 19th centuries. The set of about 

70 paintings makes it the largest collection of 

the Daniells anywhere in the world, according 

to the VMH. The museum also has paintings by 

Johan Zoffany, Robert Home and Tilly Kettle.

A significant painting in the collection is by 

Russian artist Vassili Verestchain. Titled The 

Prince of Wales at Jaipur, 1876, the art is linked 

to the first Delhi Durbar, when Queen Victoria 

was accorded the title of Kaisar-i-Hind (Emperor 

of India). Measuring about 25 feet by 20 feet, 

this is the biggest painting in the collection of 

VMH. It depicts a stately procession passing 

through the Ambar-Chaupar before the Hawa 
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Mahal of Jaipur. Mr. Sengupta described it as 

the third biggest oil painting in the world.

The VMH has plans to display both the paintings 

depicting the first Delhi Durbar and the second 

Delhi Durbar at the renovated galleries of the 

museum. One of the most visited museums in 

the country, the VMH is going through a major 

makeover funded by the Union Ministry of 

Culture. Once the makeover is complete, 100 

oil paintings will be displayed.

Saffron marigold is the colour of 
sacrifice
The ubiquitous marigold will be the symbol of 

India’s sacrifices when the world marks the 

centenary of the end of the First World War on 

November 11.

“It was felt that there was a strong need for 

India to have a uniquely Indian symbol that 

could allow citizens in India, as well as the 

international diaspora, to acknowledge the 

valour and sacrifice of the Indian armed forces 

in the service of the nation, including those 

who fell in the two world wars,” said Sqn. Ldr. 

Rana T.S. Chhina (retd.), Secretary, Centre For 

Armed Forces Historical Research at the United 

Service Institution of India (USI).

In line with this, the ‘India Remembers’ project 

initiated by the USI proposed that the marigold 

flower join the poppy as a uniquely Indian 

symbol of remembrance.

Why was it chosen?

“The marigold was chosen because it is easily 

and widely available and also because saffron 

is often seen as a colour of sacrifice,” Sqn. Ldr. 

Chhina added.

The India Remembers project is a joint 

endeavour of the USI and the Commonwealth 

War Graves Commission (CWGC) and a part 

of the ‘India and the Great War’ Centenary 

Commemoration project initiated by the USI in 

2014 with the support of the Ministry of External 

Affairs and in close association with the British 

High Commission.

Widely promoted

The proposal was put up in 2016 and since 

then, the marigold has been widely promoted in 

all India-related commemorative events around 
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the world. The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge 

laid a marigold wreath at India Gate during their 

India visit in April 2016.

Since then, the marigold has also been used 

across the UK, along with the poppy, as part 

of community engagement projects that seek 

to highlight India’s contribution in the First 

World War, a diplomatic source said. Similarly, 

the Great War Indian War Memorial to be 

inaugurated at Villers-Guislain in France has a 

bronze marigold wreath as an integral part of its 

design.

The First World War ended with the signing 

of the armistice on November 11, 1918. Since 

then, poppy was adopted as the symbol of 

remembrance as it grew widely in the Flanders 

fields in Europe where some of the major battles 

were fought. In India, the India Gate was built 

as the focal point to the Remembrance with the 

names of over 72,000 soldiers inscribed over it.

The government and the Army have to formally 

adopt the marigold to make it an official effort.

Nobel Peace Prize winners 2018: the 
fight against sexual violence
The Nobel Peace Prize for 2018 has been 

awarded to Congolese gynaecologist Dr. Denis 

Mukwege and Yazidi human rights activist 

Nadia Murad for their efforts to end the use of 

sexual violence as a weapon of war and armed 

conflict.

“Denis Mukwege is the helper who has devoted 

his life to defending victims of wartime sexual 

violence. Fellow laureate Nadia Murad is the 

witness who tells of the abuses perpetrated 

against herself and others,” the official handle 

of Nobel Prize tweeted.

Dr. Denis Mukwege has spent large parts of his 

adult life helping the victims of sexual violence 

in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Dr. 

Mukwege and his staff have treated thousands 

of patients who have fallen victim to such 

assaults.

Ms Murad is one of an estimated 3,000 Yazidi 

girls and women who were victims of rape and 

other abuses by the Islamic State. “She has 

shown uncommon courage in recounting her 
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own sufferings and speaking up on behalf of other victims,” the Norwegian Nobel Committee said.

The panel had received nominations for 216 individuals and 115 organisations. But only a few 

dozen of them are known, since the committee keeps the list of nominations secret for 50 years, 

although some candidates are revealed by their nominators.

Among those put forward this year are Syrian civilian aid group White Helmets, Russia’s Novaya 

Gazeta newspaper, whistle-blower Edward Snowden and the U.N. High Commissioner for 

Refugees.

The winner last year was the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons.

The 2018 prize is worth 9 million Swedish kronor ($1.01 million). Past winners who came under 

criticism include former U.S. President Barack Obama, who won in 2009 after less than a year in 

office, and Myanmar leader Aung San Suu Kyi.

a


