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    About the ‘CRUX’

Introducing a new and convenient product, to help the aspirants for the various public services examina-
tions.
The knowledge of the Current Affairs constitute an indispensable tool for all the recruitment examinations 
today.However, an aspirant often finds it difficult to read and memorize all the current affairs, from an exam 
perspective.The Newspapers and magazines are full of information, that may or may not be useful for the 
exams. Thus, acandidate is forced to spend a substantial amount of his time in selecting and maintaining 
notes for the current
affairs.
Another problem is that it is difficult to get every bit of information, relevant from the exam perspective at 
oneplace. Thus, candidates are often found wasting their time in search of current affairs material.
It is with this problem in mind that we have come up with the GIST of The Hindu and Press Information 
Bureau(PIB).
The whole concept of the CRUX is to provide you with a summary of the important news and current 
affairs,from an exam point of view. By reading the CRUX, you will be able to save your precious time and 
effort, as you get all the relevant matter in a summarized and convenient form.
The Crux is particularly helpful for the Civil Services, Banking, SSC and other exams that have a current 
affairs section.
The material is being provided in such a manner that it is helpful for both- objective and descriptive sections.
Our aim is to help the candidates in their effort to get through the examinations. Your efforts and dedication
inspire us to keep going. It is our sincere effort to make your journey easier.

Best Wishes
Editorial Board
Team Aspirant Forum

    Courtesy:
    The Hindu
    Press Information Bureau (PIB)
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National
No need for uniform civil code now, says 

law panel

A unified nation does not necessarily need to 

have uniformity’

The Law Commission of India said a Uniform 

Civil Code (UCC) is “neither necessary nor 

desirable at this stage.”

In an 185-page consultation paper, the 

commission said secularism cannot contradict 

the plurality prevalent in the country.

The commission, led by former Supreme Court 

judge Justice B.S. Chauhan, said “cultural 

diversity cannot be compromised to the extent 

that our urge for uniformity itself becomes a 

reason for threat to the territorial integrity of the 

nation.”

A unified nation does not necessarily need to 

have “uniformity.” Efforts have to be made 

to reconcile our diversity with universal and 

indisputable arguments on human rights, the 

commission said.

Difference does not always imply discrimination 

in a robust democracy, the government’s 

topmost law advisory body said.

The term ‘secularism’ has meaning only if it 

assures the expression of any form of difference. 

This diversity, both religious and regional, should 

not get subsumed under the louder voice of the 

majority, the commission said. At the same time, 

it said, discriminatory practices within a religion 

should not hide behind the cloak of that faith to 

gain legitimacy.

‘Codify all personal laws’

It said the way forward may not be UCC, but 

the codification of all personal laws so that 

prejudices and stereotypes in every one of them 

would come to light and can be tested on the 

anvil of fundamental rights of the Constitution. 

“By codification of different personal laws, one 

can arrive at certain universal principles that 

priorities equity rather than imposition of a 

Uniform Code, which would discourage many 

from using the law altogether, given that matters 

of marriage and divorce can also be settled 

extra-judicially,” the commission reasoned.

It suggested certain measures in marriage and 

divorce which should be uniformly accepted in 
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the personal laws of all religions.

These amendments in personal laws include 

fixing the marriageable age for boys and girls 

at 18 years so that they marry as equals, 

making adultery a ground for divorce for men 

and women and to simplify divorce procedure. 

The commission said the filing of Section 498A 

IPC (dowry harassment) cases is actually done 

by women wanting a quick exit from a difficult 

marriage.

A criminal offence

It suggested that nikahnamas make it clear that 

polygamy is a criminal offence and this should apply 

to “all communities.” “This is not recommended 

owing to merely a moral position on bigamy, or to 

glorify monogamy, but emanates from the fact that 

only a man is permitted multiple wives, which is 

unfair,” the commission explained.

Census 2021 to collect OBC data, use 

maps

Census 2021 will for the first time collect data 

on Other Backward Classes (OBC), the Centre 

said on Friday.

The decennial exercise will involve 25 lakh 

trained enumerators and the use of “maps/geo-

referencing at the time of house listing is also 

under consideration,” a statement issued by the 

Home Ministry said.

A senior Minister said the decision to count the 

OBCs in the next Census was to get a correct 

perspective on the social status in the country.

The 2011 caste data collected as part of the 

Socio-economic Caste Census (SECC) is yet 

to be released by the Centre. The National 

Commission for Backward Classes says there 

are 2,479 entries on the Central list of the 

OBCs. “We are committed to giving the correct 

social perspective of the country. We will know 

how much a community has progressed and 

who has not,” the Minister said on condition of 

anonymity. He refused to elaborate whether this 

was being done to extend reservation benefits 

to the OBCs in the future.

The 2011 Census collected information in 29 

categories that included a separate column for 

Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribes. A senior 

Home Ministry official said the OBCs would be 

an option in the column in 2021.
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Home Minister Rajnath Singh reviewed the 

functioning of the Office of the Registrar-

General and the Census Commissioner on 

Friday.

“It was emphasised that improvements in 

design and technological interventions be 

made so as to ensure that the Census data is 

finalised within three years after conducting of 

Census. At present it takes seven or eight years 

to release the complete data,” the statement 

said.

The enumerators will start “house listing” in 2020 

and the headcount will begin from February 

2021. “It was also informed that nearly 25 lakh 

enumerators are trained and engaged for the 

gigantic exercise and accurate collection of 

data will be ensured in Census 2021.”

The Home Minister also emphasised the 

need for improvement in the Civil Registration 

System, especially on registration of birth and 

death in remote areas, and strengthening 

sample registration system for estimating the 

data namely, infant mortality rate, maternal 

mortality ratio and fertility rates,” the statement 

said.

Ad-hoc basis

The Census Organisation was set up on an ad-

hoc basis for each Census till the 1951 Census 

when the Census Act was enacted in 1948 to 

provide for the scheme of conducting population 

census with duties and responsibilities of 

census officers. As per the 2011 Census, 

the country’s population stood at 1.21 billion, 

almost equal to the combined population of the 

U.S., Indonesia, Brazil, Pakistan, Bangladesh 

and Japan put together [1214.3 million].

Earlier, the Home Ministry issued notification 

that the data collected during 2021 Census 

would be stored electronically, also a first.

Presently, the “schedules” (a tabular form 

containing details of individuals), carried by 

enumerators to households was being stored 

in a physical form at government’s storehouse 

in Delhi. It is based on these schedules that the 

relevant statistical information on population, 

language, occupation, etc, are sorted from and 

published.

‘Why are the CBI, NIA not involved?’

The Congress questioned why agencies like 
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the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) and 

the National Investigation Agency (NIA) have 

not involved themselves, if charges of plotting 

an assassination bid against the Prime Minister 

by the activists arrested in connection with the 

Bhima-Koregaon violence are “serious.”

After disclosing that he is defending some of 

the arrested activists in court, senior Congress 

spokesperson Abhishek Manu Singhvi said, 

“Do you think it’s an illusion of grandeur that the 

Pune police is in-charge of investigation and 

the NIA and CBI are nowhere to be seen? The 

biggest investigating agencies of our country 

are not to be seen in a case of an assassination 

attempt against the PM. The Pune police is in-

charge? I find it absurd. I am gravely concerned 

about the security of the Prime Minister if you 

are leaving a matter like this to the Pune police.”

The Congress spokesperson also asserted that 

the email/letter where some of the activists are 

alleged to have discussed an assassination plot 

was not a part of the police case.

“If the charge is based on a letter, and this we 

have said in the court, at the minimum that letter 

should be produced in some FIR, charge-sheet 

or paper diary filed in the court. It is admitted 

that this letter is not produced in this entire 

Bhima-Koregaon case. Very strange! The letter 

of which everybody is talking about is not part of 

Bhima-Koregaon case,” Mr. Singhvi said.

Venkaiah, Bhagwat to take part in 

Chicago Hindu meet

Vice-President M. Venkaiah Naidu will be the 

keynote speaker at the World Hindu Congress 

(WHC), a gathering in Chicago from September 

7 to 9, being organised by groups associated 

with the Sangh Parivar. There has been no 

announcement yet on the Vice-President’s 

travel by the External Affairs Ministry or the 

Indian Embassy in Washington.

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) chief 

Mohan Bhagwat and Joint general secretary 

Dattatreya Hosabale are among the speakers 

at the event that coincides with the 125th 

anniversary of Swami Vivekananda’s address 

at the parliament of religions in 1893.

Abhaya Asthana, president of the World Hindu 

Council of America (VHPA) and the convener 
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for WHC, said Mr. Naidu would attend an 

event specifically meant to commemorate the 

anniversary of Swami Vivekananda’s speech.

A coalition of South Asia civil society groups 

asked American Congresswoman Tulsi 

Gabbard in an open letter to completely delink 

from the event. Ms. Gabbard was earlier named 

chair of the conference. She stepped down but 

remains linked to the event. MIT Professor S.P. 

Kothari is the chair.

The letter signed by organisations such as 

Sadhana: A Coalition of Progressive Hindus, 

Alliance of South Asians Taking Action and 

Ambedkar King Study Circle said the organising 

council of the event was primarily members of 

the U.S. branch of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad, 

“whose role in various incidents of communal 

violence in India is very well documented.”

‘No construction sans solid waste 

management policy’

The Supreme Court said it was “pathetic” that 

some States and Union Territories had not 

bothered to frame a solid waste management 

policy.

The court ordered that further construction 

activities be stopped in some States and 

Union Territories that remained unmindful of 

the interests of their people to live in a clean 

environment.

A Bench headed by Justice Madan B. Lokur 

imposed fines on some States and the Union 

Territory of Chandigarh for not placing on record 

their respective policies under the Solid Waste 

Management Rules, 2016.

While Andhra Pradesh was ordered to pay 

Rs. 5 lakh, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, 

Uttarakhand and Chandigarh were imposed 

costs of Rs. 3 lakh each.

The amount would have to be deposited with 

the Supreme Court Legal Services Committee 

within two weeks and would be used for juvenile 

justice issues.

The SC noted that other States, including, 

Bihar, Tamil Nadu and Arunachal Pradesh had 

deposited the costs imposed on them on July 

10.

“In case the States have the interest of the 

people in mind and cleanliness and sanitation, 
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they should frame a Policy in terms of the Solid 

Waste Management Rules so that the States 

remain clean. The attitude of the States/Union 

Territories in not yet framing a Policy even after 

two years is pathetic, to say the least. Further 

constructions in the States/Union Territories are 

stayed until the policy is framed,” the Supreme 

Court observed in its order on August 31.

The court scheduled the case for further hearing 

on October 9. It is hearing the case suo motu 

since the death of a seven-year-old boy due to 

dengue in Delhi in 2015.

Justice Lokur had condemned the attitude of 

the authorities at one point, saying “if they want 

the people to live in dirt, filth and garbage, what 

can be done then.”

During the earlier hearing on July 10, some 

States did not attend court.

Hence, the Bench imposed Rs. 1 lakh each on 

the defaulting States and UTs whose lawyers 

were present in court. These included Bihar, 

Chhattisgarh, Goa, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu 

and Kashmir, Karnataka, Kerala, Meghalaya, 

Punjab, West Bengal, Lakshadweep and 

Puducherry. For the remaining States/Union 

Territories, who were either not present or not 

represented by lawyers, the burden of costs 

went up to Rs. 2 lakh.

Govt. should have taken a stand on 

Section 377: judge

The “neutral” position of the Centre on the 

legality of Section 377 IPC, which criminalised 

homosexuality, did not sit well with the Supreme 

Court.

Instead of washing its hands of and leaving 

it to the “wisdom of the court”, Justice D.Y. 

Chandrachud said the government should have 

taken a “categorical” stand one way or the other.

“All that the stand of the government indicates 

is that it is to the ‘wisdom’ of this Court that 

the matter is left. In reflecting upon this appeal 

to our wisdom, it is just as well that we as 

judges remind ourselves of a truth which can 

unwittingly be forgotten: flattery is a graveyard 

for the gullible,” Justice Chandrachud wrote 

scathingly in his 180-page separate opinion for 

the Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court.

The ambivalence of the government does not 
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obviate the necessity for a judgment on the 

issues raised, he wrote.

Whether the government has a position or not, 

the court must plainly do its duty to the LGBTQ 

community and the Indian Constitution. The 

challenge to the constitutional validity of Section 

377 must squarely be addressed.

“Constitutional issues are not decided on 

concession,” Justice Chandrachud observed.

‘Neutrality slammed’

The government’s neutrality was slammed, 

especially in the light of the fact that “Section 

377 creates a class of criminals, consisting of 

individuals who engage in consensual sexual 

activity.”

“It typecasts LGBTQ individuals as sex-

offenders, categorising their consensual conduct 

on par with sexual offences like rape and child 

molestation. Section 377 not only criminalises 

acts (consensual sexual conduct between 

adults) which should not constitute crime, 

but also stigmatises and condemns LGBTQ 

individuals in society,” Justice Chandrachud 

said.

The observations against the government 

keeping mum came in the background of the 

“silence and secrecy” that accompanies the 

“institutional discrimination faced by the LGBTQ 

community in health care.

Social stigma

Noting that the stigma attached by health 

providers, employers and other service 

providers to the community contributes to the 

increased sexual risk behaviour and encourage 

escalation of the incidence of HIV/AIDS.

MSM and transgender persons do not 

approach State health care providers for fear of 

being prosecuted for engaging in criminalised 

intercourse.

“There exist serious obstacles to effective HIV 

prevention and treatment as discrimination and 

harassment can hinder access to HIV and sexual 

health services and prevention programmes,” 

Justice Chandrachud pointed out. To safeguard 

the health of persons who are at the greatest 

risk of HIV infection, it is imperative that access 

is granted to effective HIV prevention, treatment 

services and commodities such as clean 

needles, syringes, condoms and lubricants.

“A needle or a condom can only be considered 
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a concrete representation of the entitlements 

of vulnerable groups: the fundamental human 

rights of dignity, autonomy and freedom from 

ill-treatment, along with the right to the highest 

attainable standard of physical and mental 

health, without regard to sexuality or legal 

status,” Justice Chandrachud said.

Govt. grants ‘trust’ status to ‘Bharat Ke 

Veer’ initiative

The government has granted the status of 

a trust to ‘Bharat Ke Veer’, a private initiative 

promoted by actor Akshay Kumar, which aids 

families of paramilitary personnel killed in action. 

Contributions to Bharat Ke Veer have been 

exempted from Income Tax, Home Minister 

Rajnath Singh said  .

Mr. Kumar and former national badminton 

champion Pullela Gopichand have been 

included as trustees. “Ministry of Finance @

FinMinIndia has now given approval to @

BharatKeVeer Trust under 80(G) which in 

effect means that all contributions to the trust 

will be exempted under the income tax. I thank 

the ministry and FM Sh. @ArunJaitley for the 

exemption to #BharatKeVeer Trust,” Mr. Singh 

tweeted.

Mr. Singh said the Home Ministry had taken up 

the Bharat Ke Veer initiative in April last year, 

and its success had been stupendous.

He said the initiative had now been formalised 

into a registered trust for providing a platform for 

all citizens to contribute and provide assistance 

to the families of martyred personnel.

The public can visit the ‘Bharat Ke Veer’ 

application and website, and contribute to 

support the families of jawans who die in the 

line of duty.

Court refuses to stay changes in SC/ST 

Act

The petitions urged the government to quash 

the amendments, which were introduced and 

passed in Parliament even as the government’s 

petition to review the March 20 verdict was 

pending in the Supreme Court.

The petitions said the March 20 judgement was 

meant to safeguard the “innocent people of the 

country” from arbitrary arrest on the basis of 
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frivolous and motivated complaints. The verdict, 

authored by Justice (now retired) A.K. Goel, 

was meant to uphold the fundamental right of 

personal liberty, the petitions said.

One of the petitioners, Prithvi Raj Chauhan, a 

lawyer, said the amendments were a “major 

blunder” committed by the government. “After 

this unconstitutional amendment, this court is 

not expected to adopt a passive or negative 

role and remain a bystander or a spectator if 

violation of rights is observed,” Mr. Chauhan 

said in his petition.

Justice Sikri, at one point, asked why the 

amendments were introduced without explaining 

why the Supreme Court’s judgment was wrong.

Can India take SAHI road to urban 

mobility?

What should the future of mobility be for India? 

“Safe, Adequate, Holistic Infrastructure or 

SAHI.” That is the recommendation of a report 

presented to Prime Minister Narendra Modi at 

the Global Mobility Summit, Move, in New Delhi 

on Friday.

‘Transforming India’s Mobility: A Perspective’ 

prepared by the NITI Aayog and Boston 

Consulting Group (BCG) calls for efficient and 

convenient public transport to answer the twin 

problems of pollution and congestion. The report 

quickly attracted attention amid daily increases 

in fuel prices.

Mr. Modi reiterated the ‘mantra’ in his speech 

at the Summit. “Public transport must be the 

cornerstone of our mobility initiatives,” he said. 

The audience included CEOs of global car 

makers, including the Chairman of Japanese 

major Suzuki, Osamu Suzuki, Vice Chairman 

of Hyundai Motor, Chung Euisun, Toyota 

CEO Takeshi Uchiyamada, and Chen Zhixin, 

President of largest Chinese car maker SAIC.

Mr. Modi elaborated on his ‘7Cs’ for the future 

of mobility: it stands for common, connected, 

convenient, congestion-free, charged, clean 

and cutting-edge.

Familiar travails

The Prime Minister touched upon the familiar 

travails that cities face: motorised personal 

vehicles requiring more roads, parking, and 

traffic. “While mobility is critical to preserving 
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our planet, road transport accounts for one-

fifth of global CO2 emissions. This threatens to 

choke cities and raise global temperatures,” he 

said.

The number of motor vehicles in India has 

grown 40-fold in 44 years, from 1981 to 2015, 

the NITI Aayog-BCG report says. The reason: 

absence of a public transport system, leading 

to a rapid rise in private vehicle ownership. The 

four big metros in the country lose “over $22 

billion annually,” on congestion, the report said.

Debate on Uniform Civil Code

Article 44 of the Directive Principles in the 

Constitution says the “State shall endeavour 

to provide for its citizens a Uniform Civil Code 

(UCC) throughout the territory of India.” The 

objective of this endeavour should be to address 

the discrimination against vulnerable groups 

and harmonise diverse cultural practices. The 

stand taken by B.R. Ambedkar in the Constituent 

Assembly debates has survived the years. Dr. 

Ambedkar had said a UCC is desirable but for 

the moment should remain voluntary.

The Law Commission of India notes that the 

tracts of the Constituent Assembly debates 

reveal a lack of consensus on what a potential 

uniform civil code would entail. While many 

thought the UCC would coexist alongside the 

personal law systems, others thought that it 

was to replace the personal law.

There were yet others who believed that the 

UCC would deny the freedom of religion. It 

was this uncertainty that led it to be included 

in the Directive Principles of State Policy rather 

than the chapter on Fundamental Rights in the 

Constitution.

The codifications of personal laws have 

historically generated protests. The Hindu 

Code Bill, one of the foremost pieces of social 

legislation, had triggered enormous opposition.

The debate on the UCC is centred on the 

argument to replace individual personal 

customs and practices of marriage, divorce, 

adoption and successions with a common 

code. Those in favour of one code argue that 

it will end discrimination in religions. Detractors 

contend that it will rob the nation of its religious 

diversity and violate the fundamental right to 

practise religion enshrined in Article 25 of the 
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Constitution. In fact, they hold that a state 

action to introduce the UCC is against the 

quintessence of democracy. The secular state 

is, after all, an enabler of rights rather than an 

inhibitor in sensitive matters of religion and 

personal laws.

Legal experts say that the Supreme Court 

missed an opportunity to decide on the issue 

in 2017 when it outlawed triple talaq without 

addressing the core issue: whether personal law 

practices should prevail over the fundamental 

rights of life, dignity and non-discrimination. The 

Constitution Bench’s judgment was the product 

of an October 2015 decision of a two-judge 

Bench of the court to take suo motu cognisance 

of the discriminatory practices against Muslim 

women. This Bench pointed out that it had been 

30 years since the court, in the Shah Bano case, 

urged the government to frame a common code 

to “help in the cause of national integration.”

The Constitution Bench’s judgment came 

about a year after the Law Commission, in 

a novel move in October 2016, published a 

“questionnaire” to test the waters on the UCC. 

It wanted to see whether the nation was ready 

for it. The questions included “what measures 

should be taken to sensitise society to a 

common code or codification of personal law,” 

and would the UCC ensure “gender equality.”

In the Shah Bano case, the court lamented 

that Article 44 remained a “dead letter.” 

Chances are that it may continue to remain 

so. In its consultation paper last week, the 

Law Commission chose codification of 

personal laws over the UCC as a way to end 

discrimination within religions. Codification of 

various practices and customs would make 

them ‘law’ under Article 13 of the Constitution. 

Any ‘law’ that comes under Article 13 should be 

consistent with the fundamental rights, the Law 

Commission has reasoned. This would protect 

the plurality of religions, too, and may be the 

way forward for the near future. In fact, the Law 

Commission has suggested in no uncertain 

terms that the UCC is “neither necessary nor 

desirable at this stage in the country.” It said 

a unified nation does not necessarily need to 

have “uniformity.”
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Why Aero India lands on Bengaluru 

tarmac

Bengaluru’s civil and military air infrastructure, its 

brand as an aerospace city, the ease it provides 

for hosting large international fraternities and 

some push from overseas participants and 

politicians might have worked to keep Aero India 

with it for the 12th time, according to voices from 

the aerospace and defence industry.

In recent weeks, Lucknow had cropped up 

unofficially as its challenger until the Defence 

Ministry   announced Bengaluru as the venue 

for Aero India 2019 in February. The “rumour” 

about an uncharted Lucknow being the new 

venue stayed alive after Defence Minister 

Nirmala Sitharaman ambiguously said last 

month that many other States wanted to host 

the biennial show and conference.

“I am glad about this decision,” said Air Marshal 

B.K. Pandey (retired), who was the Air Officer 

Commanding-in-Chief of the India Air Force’s 

Headquarters Training Command, Bengaluru, 

during 2003-04. (The Air Force Station, 

Yelahanka, where the air show is held, falls 

under the Command.) Lucknow’s Bakshi ka 

Talaab Air Station, which was said to be the 

alternative site, did not compare in any way 

to the Yelahanka base in size, radio aids or 

logistics, he said.

“The entire aerospace ecosystem of the country 

is right here in Bengaluru. Foreign defence and 

aerospace companies that participate in air 

shows would not see any logic or relevance in 

doing business in Lucknow, especially with no 

prior notice,” he said.

Protest against timing?

In 2015 and 2017, the venue and date of the 

next show were not announced, in a departure 

from the custom set at the inaugural event. The 

buzz in July-August was that the venue would 

be shifted and the date would be advanced 

to October or November this year. Did the 

international participants protest against a new 

timing at short notice?

This might be highly possible, Air Marshal 

Pandey said. “Most of them have their budgeting 

from January to December, in their financial 

year. You cannot suddenly impose a new date 

and a financial burden on them for 2018. They 
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may have had to skip the event if it were held 

this year,” he said.

Well-proven logistics

Air Marshal Pandey said foreigners could 

directly land in Bengaluru unlike in the case 

of Lucknow. The city’s cab services, hotels 

and logistics would stack up better than what 

Lucknow could offer.

Venues of international air shows are chosen 

after much consideration. For the past 100 

years, Farnborough in the U.K. and Le Bourget 

near Paris had been the world’s two premier air 

shows. If not on scale, Aero India in Bengaluru 

came close to them with its civil and military 

focus, said D.R. Subramanyam, vice-president 

of the Society of Indian Aerospace Technologies 

and Industries (SIATI) and managing director 

of a small enterprise, SLN Technologies P 

Ltd., which supplies black boxes, or flight data 

recorders, to Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. for 

Sukhoi-30Mki fighter planes and the light utility 

helicopters.

Mr. Subramanyam said small and medium 

enterprises concentrated in and around 

Bengaluru were increasingly aligning 

themselves with Indian and global aerospace 

majors. They would have skipped a distant 

non-Bengaluru venue and lost an opportunity to 

interact with global majors.

Bad experiences

Participants suffered many inconveniences 

when the DefExpo was shifted twice from Delhi 

to an ill-prepared Goa in 2016 and Kanchipuram 

in 2018, he said. Any experiment with a new 

venue should be planned a few years ahead.

Defence Ministry officials deny it, but senior 

officials of the Ministry, the Air Force and the 

Uttar Pradesh administration were discreetly 

visiting Lucknow and assessing the amenities 

there since around mid-July.

Internal meetings were held and defence 

enterprise Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd was 

alerted “to be prepared for Lucknow”, said a 

person in the know of the developments.

IAF prepares to induct Rafale jets

Though the Rafale jet deal has been caught in a 

political firestorm, the Indian Air Force is quietly 

readying infrastructure for the new fleet and 
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training its fighter pilots to fly the aircraft.

Official sources said the IAF was sending a 

batch of pilots to France by the year-end. A 

team has already undergone training and it will 

go for another round, sources said.

A number of IAF teams have visited France 

to help Dassault Aviation, the manufacturer of 

Rafale, incorporate India-specific enhancements 

on board the aircraft.

India had inked an inter-governmental 

agreement with France in September 2016 

for procurement of 36 of these jets at a cost of 

around Rs. 58,000 crore. The delivery of the 

jets — capable of carrying a range of potent 

weapons and missiles — is scheduled to begin 

from September 2019.

According to sources, Dassault Aviation has 

started test flight of the jets to be supplied 

to India, and the company has been told to 

strictly adhere to the timeline for delivery. The 

Rafale jets will come with various India-specific 

modifications, including Israeli helmet-mounted 

displays, radar warning receivers, low-band 

jammers, 10-hour flight data recording, infrared 

search and tracking systems and so on.

First squadron at Ambala

Sources said the first squadron of the aircraft will 

be deployed at the Air Force Station in Ambala, 

considered one of the most strategically located 

bases of the IAF. The India-Pakistan border is 

around 220 km from there. The second squadron 

will be stationed in the Hasimara base in West 

Bengal.

Officials said the government had already 

sanctioned around Rs. 400 crore to build 

shelters, hangars and maintenance facilities in 

the two bases.

In July 2017, Air Chief Marshal B.S. Dhanoa, 

during his visit to France, flew a Rafale jet 

at the Saint-Dizier airbase to gain first-hand 

experience.

Sidhu bats for Kartarpur Sahib Pilgrim 

corridor

Citing the strong sentiments Sikhs attach to the 

Kartarpur Sahib gurdwara in Pakistan, Punjab 

Minister Navjot Singh Sidhu has written to the 

Centre, asking for steps to realise a “Kartarpur 

Sahib corridor” for pilgrims.

In a letter to External Affairs Minister Sushma 
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Swaraj, Mr. Sidhu said, “The visa wrangles 

have deprived numerous pilgrims of reaching 

this gurdwara over the years. The rift between 

the two neighbours [India and Pakistan] grew 

so much over the years that even visiting the 

historical gurdwaras at will became a problem.”

“Now an opportunity has knocked on our doors. 

Pakistan has shown a positive intent towards 

the long-pending demand for a ‘Kartarpur 

Sahib corridor’. Pilgrims and we all have 

been demanding this corridor for years. Some 

positiveness came on this issue when I visited 

Pakistan for the oath-taking ceremony of Prime 

Minister Imran Khan. Now with their Information 

Minister Fawad Chaudhary categorically saying 

that the corridor will be opened and even visa 

won’t be required to visit this as part of the 550th 

birth anniversary celebrations of Guru Nanak 

Dev, it is time for India to take a positive step on 

this highly emotional issue,” the letter said.

It was in Kartarpur Sahib, now in Pakistan, 

that Guru Nanak Dev had spent the last 18 

years of his life. The Gurdwara is close to the 

International Border.

Third party audit of food businesses

To strengthen the food safety surveillance 

system, the Food Safety and Standards 

Authority of India (FSSAI) has envisaged audits 

of food business operators by third party private 

auditing agencies recognised by the regulator. 

For the same, the FSSAI has notified the Food 

Safety and Standards (Food Safety Auditing) 

Regulation, 2018.

The FSSAI has provisionally recognised 22 

audit agencies in accordance with the draft 

Food Safety and Standard (Food Safety 

Auditing) Regulation, 2017. These include 

national and international food safety audit 

agencies like DNV, Bureau Veritas, Intertek and 

MS Certification, among others. The third party 

agencies will be working in close coordination 

with the government food safety department.

Tejas clears maiden mid-air re-fuelling 

trial

The first ever mid-air refuelling of the indigenously 

developed Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas 

was successfully carried out Monday, placing 

India in an elite group of countries which have 
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developed the air-to-air refuelling system for 

military aircraft.

With this first trial, the aircraft gets much closer 

to the important battle-ready tag, called the 

FOC or the final operational clearance.

Production partner Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. 

and LCA’s designer and developer Aeronautical 

Development Agency (ADA) gave the thumbs-

up as an Air Force transport plane IL-78 refuelled 

the light fighter as it flew at a height of 20,000 

feet over Gwalior, an HAL statement said.

Landmark flight

HAL Chairman and Managing Director 

R.Madhavan said the landmark flight would 

quicken the final certification of the LCA.

“The Light Combat Aircraft ‘Tejas’ (LSP8) has 

successfully completed the ‘wet’ or actual 

engagement today [Monday] by transferring 

1,900 kg of fuel from an IAF IL-78’s mid-air 

refuelling tanker. All internal tanks and drop 

tanks were refuelled. The aircraft was [flying 

at a speed of] 270 knots. On September 4 and 

6, a dry docking of the aerial refuelling probe 

with mother tanker was done,” the release said. 

(LSP stands for limited series production.)

The flight was piloted by Wing Commander 

Siddharth Singh of the National Flight Test 

Centre, Bengaluru, with designers from HAL and 

ADA closely monitoring the system parameters 

from the ground station.

India’s health report reads worse

Indians have registered a 50% increase in 

the prevalence of ischemic heart disease and 

stroke over the period from 1990 to 2016, with 

the number of diabetes cases climbing from 

26 million to 65 million. In the same period, 

the number of people ailing from chronic 

obstructive lung disease went up from 28 million 

to 55 million, according to the ‘India State-level 

Disease Burden Initiative’ report released  .

The proportional contribution of cancers to the 

total loss of health in India has doubled from 

1990 to 2016, but the incidence of different 

types of cancers varies widely between the 

States.

The report is a joint initiative of the Indian 

Council of Medical Research (ICMR), the 

Public Health Foundation of India (PHFI) and 

the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation 
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(IHME) in collaboration with the Ministry of 

Health and Family Welfare, along with experts 

and stakeholders associated with over 100 

Indian institutions.

Punjab tops list

The State-wise disease burden showed that 

Punjab has been ranked at the top for the 

burden of ischemic heart disease, followed by 

Tamil Nadu, and vice-versa for diabetes. West 

Bengal topped with the largest number of stroke 

cases followed by Odisha, according to the 

comprehensive analysis of several major non-

communicable diseases (NCDs).

Kerala was ranked at the top for the burden of 

cancer, followed by Assam.

Being overweight was found to be a major risk 

factor for diabetes doubled in every State of 

India from 1990 to 2016.

The findings have been reported in a series of 

five research papers published in The Lancet 

Global Health, The Lancet Public Health , and The 

Lancet Oncology , along with a commentary in 

the medical journal The Lancet.

Professor Balram Bhargava, Secretary, 

Department of Health Research, Ministry 

of Health and Family Welfare, and Director 

General, ICMR, said: “These papers, through 

detailed analysis, have elucidated disease and 

risk factor trends for major NCDs, and suicides, 

in every State, over 26 years.”

He added that while it is known that NCDs have 

been increasing in India, a major finding of 

concern is that the highest rate of increase in 

ischemic heart disease and diabetes is in the 

less developed States of India.

“These States already have a high burden 

of chronic obstructive lung disease and of a 

range of infectious and childhood diseases, so 

the control of NCDs in these States has to be 

boosted without delay,” he said.

The papers showed that the proportional 

contribution of cancers to disease burden in 

India has doubled since 1990, but the incidence 

of individual cancers varies widely between 

the States, the reasons for which need to be 

understood better to guide prevention and 

control of cancer.

Ayushman Bharat

Experts noted that the insights provided by 

these findings are very timely for the planning 
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of Ayushman Bharat, the National Health 

Protection Mission announced recently by the 

Prime Minister. “ICMR is also working at creating 

a standard treatment workflow for Ayushman 

Bharat,’’ said Dr. Bhargava.

The Council added that they are all set to make 

public Mahatma Gandhi’s health records — 

general health, blood pressure data, etc. — as 

part of the 150th commemorative issue of the 

Indian Journal of Clinical Research.

Justice Ranjan Gogoi appointed new 

Chief Justice of India

The President has appointed Justice Ranjan 

Gogoi as the 46th Chief Justice of India. Justice 

Gogoi will assume office from October 3. He is 

the first Chief Justice of India from Assam.

The warrant of appointment comes in less than 

10 days after incumbent Chief Justice Dipak 

Misra recommended Justice Ranjan Gogoi 

his successor. The Press Information Bureau 

released a statement about the appointment. 

 

Justice Gogoi would have tenure as Chief 

Justice of India of about 13 months till 

his retirement on November 17, 2019.  

 

Chief Justice Misra followed convention by 

recommending the next senior most Supreme 

Court judge, Justice Gogoi, as his successor in 

office.

Native of Assam

Justice Gogoi, born on November 18, 1954, is 

a native of Assam. He joined the Bar in 1978 

and practised mainly in the Gauhati High Court. 

He was appointed as permanent judge of the 

Gauhati High Court on February 28, 2001. He 

was transferred to the Punjab and Haryana High 

Court on September 9, 2010 and appointed its 

Chief Justice in February 2011. He was elevated 

to the Supreme Court on April 23, 2012.

Justice Gogoi is the son of Keshab Chandra 

Gogoi, a former Assam chief minister during the 

Indian National Congress regime 1982.

Justice Gogoi was one of the four senior most 

Supreme Court judges who held the January 

12 press conference bringing up the issue of 

selective assignment of sensitive cases by recent 

CJIs to certain judges in the Supreme Court. 

Chief Justice Misra subsequently published a 
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subject-wise roster of cases assigned to judges 

in the Supreme Court. In various judgments, 

one of them by a Constitution Bench headed 

by Chief Justice Misra himself, the Supreme 

Court went on to declare the CJI as the ‘master 

of roster’.

In a recent lecture, Justice Gogoi said the 

country needs independent journalists and 

“noisy judges

Impactful career

The Benches led by Justice Gogoi has dealt 

largely with the issue of corruption in politics 

and public life. In fact, Justice Gogoi has led 

the Bench which ordered the Centre to set up 

special courts to “exclusively” try MPs and MLAs 

as a means to de-criminalise politics. Justice 

Gogoi’s Bench is also monitoring progress 

made by the government in the appointment of 

anti-corruption ombudsman Lokpal.

Justice Gogoi’s Bench had also pronounced 

the scathing judgment against a Uttar Pradesh 

State law, which had allowed former chief 

ministers to retain their bungalows, staff and 

other perks. The judgment had forced several 

UP political heavyweights and former chief 

ministers to vacate their official bungalows. 

 

Justice Gogoi authored the judgment in the 

rape and murder case of 23-year-old Soumya 

in Kerala. The judgment commuted the death 

penalty of convict Govindaswamy to life 

imprisonment. The fall-out of the judgment saw 

unprecedented scenes when former Supreme 

Court judge, Justice Markandey Katju, who had 

criticised the verdict in his blog, was challenged 

by Justice Gogoi’s Bench to come to the 

Supreme Court and prove his criticism right. 

The stormy hearing ended up with Justice Katju 

being issued contempt of court notice.

Among the important cases heard by a Bench 

led by Justice Gogoi are the appeals filed by the 

Rajiv Gandhi assassination case convicts for 

remission of their life sentences. Justice Gogoi 

has played a vital role in upgrading the Supreme 

Court creche within the court complex.

Justice Gogoi is currently heading the Bench 

monitoring the sensitive Assam NRC case.

ISRO spy case: SC to pronounce verdict 

on wrongful confinement of senior ISRO 
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scientist Nambi Narayanan

The Supreme Court on September 14 will 

pronounce its judgment on a plea by former 

space scientist Nambi Narayanan to prosecute 

senior police officials for framing him in the 

notorious ISRO spy scandal.

A three-judge Bench led by Chief Justice Dipak 

Misra would likely deal with the question of 

enhanced compensation to be paid to Mr. 

Narayanan in its verdict.

The hearings had seen an interesting turn of 

events on July 10, when the apex court reserved 

the case for judgment, when the CBI had said 

it had “nothing to hide”. The agency, which took 

over the probe from the State Police and filed a 

closure report in 1996, even invited the court to 

launch a probe into the its conduct in the case.

Mr. Narayanan has accused the Kerala Police 

and the IB of torturing and extracting statements 

from him.

The State of Kerala had filed an affidavit 

saying it was willing to unconditionally abide by 

whatever the apex court orders. The court said 

it would adopt an impartial stand in the issue.

In his petition, Mr. Narayanan, who was 

discharged in the case, had arraigned as 

parties former Kerala ADGP Siby Mathews, the 

State government, K.K. Joshwa and S. Vijayan, 

both of whom had retired in senior position in 

the police.

The former ISRO scientist, who is in seventies, 

had approached the apex court after a Division 

Bench of the State High Court refused his plea.

In his petition, Mr. Narayanan, represented 

by advocate K.B.S Rajan, has contended that 

the High Court “failed to appreciate the real 

undercurrent that passed through the mind 

of the apex court, the National Human Rights 

Commission (NHRC) and the single judge of 

the High court in their verdict and on untenable 

reasons, quashed the order of the single judge.”

Challenging the legality of the High Court 

Division Bench order, Mr. Narayanan said it 

was “bad in law”.

He had argued that the order “would only 

encourage the unlawful action and mindset on 

the part of the Kerala police to harass innocent 

persons for extraneous considerations”.

The apex court in 1998 had directed the State 

government to pay cost of ₹1 lakh to Mr. 
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Narayanan who was discharged in the case.

Later, Mr. Narayanan approached NHRC 

claiming compensation against the State 

government for mental agony and torture 

suffered by him. The NHRC, after hearing both 

sides and taking into account the apex court 

judgment of April 29, 1998, had awarded him 

an interim compensation of ₹10 lakh on March 

14, 2001.

Govt’s new charter of rights plans to 

ensure all patients get treatment without 

discrimination

A charter of rights to be introduced by the 

Union government aims to gives all patients—

including HIV patients and those from the 

LGBTQ+ community—the right to receive 

medical treatment, regardless of their illness or 

condition.

The charter of patients’ rights has been drawn 

up by the National Human Rights Commission 

(NHRC). The health ministry is planning to 

implement it through state governments after 

the final draft is finalized after considering 

comments from stakeholders. The current 

draft is available for comments by public and 

stakeholders.

The charter aims to provide proper healthcare to 

all patients, including the LGBTQ+ community 

and HIV patients, by clinical establishments.

The initial draft, available on the website, says, 

“Every patient has the right to receive treatment 

without any discrimination based on his or her 

illnesses or conditions, including HIV status or 

other health condition, religion, caste, ethnicity, 

gender, age, sexual orientation, linguistic or 

geographical/social origins.”

“The hospital management has a duty to 

ensure that no form of discriminatory behaviour 

or treatment takes place with any person under 

the hospital’s care. The hospital management 

must regularly orient and instruct all its doctors 

and staff regarding the same.”

The move may further reinforce the rights of the 

LGBTQ+ community after the Supreme Court 

last week scrapped section 377 that criminalized 

homosexuality.

In parallel, the ministry of health and family 

welfare   announced the enforcement of HIV 

and AIDS Syndrome (Prevention and Control) 
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Act, 2017. Men, who have sex with men, as well 

as transgenders, are among important affected 

groups of people living with HIV in India.

The LGBTQ+ community and HIV patients 

have been subjected to social discrimination 

which further impedes their right to healthcare. 

“The government has been focusing on the 

healthcare rights of LGBTQ community and 

HIV/AIDS patients. There was a dire need to 

remove the stigma and provide them the best 

medical treatment they deserve,” said Alok 

Saxena, joint secretary, Union health ministry. 

The Act, which received Presidential assent on 

20 April 2017, prohibits discrimination against 

persons with HIV and AIDS, provides for 

informed consent and confidentiality with regard 

to their treatment, and places obligations on 

establishments to safeguard their rights. It also 

aims to prevent and control the spread of HIV 

and AIDS.

“Till about a decade and a half ago, PLHIVs 

(people living with HIV) faced several 

challenges once they tested positive, particularly 

from healthcare providers, hospitals or clinics. 

Even today, PLHIVs in the LGBT community 

faces double stigma for being a part of the 

community and for being HIV positive,” said 

V Sam Prasad, Country Programme Director, 

AIDS Healthcare Foundation India Care said.

“This is the reason many of them became 

secretive about their condition and lived in 

seclusion and isolation. The decision of Supreme 

Court and health ministry will ensure protection 

of their rights, reduce taboos and increase 

visibility for their issues. Services provided to 

this community, such as health, entitlements 

or legal protection will now be regulated and 

protected from abuse and exploitation,” he said.

SC questions ‘leprosy-free’ tag for India

India “underestimated” leprosy and diverted 

funds meant to eliminate the curable disease 

for 18 long years, the Supreme Court said on 

Friday.

In its 22-page judgment, a Bench led by Chief 

Justice of India Dipak Misra pointed out that 

though the country was declared leprosy-free 

on December 31, 2005, the reality is “entirely 

different”.

The Supreme Court referred to progress reports 
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of the National Leprosy Eradication Programme 

(NLEP) to show that only 543 districts of the total 

642 districts in the country had achieved the 

World Health Organisation-required prevalence 

rate of less than one case of leprosy for 10,000 

persons.

Suffering continues

“The underestimation of cases of leprosy and 

the declaration of elimination of leprosy has 

resulted in the integration of leprosy in general 

health services thereby leading to diversion 

of funds which would have otherwise been 

dedicated to eliminating leprosy,” Chief Justice 

Misra, who authored the verdict, wrote.

Meanwhile, patients and their families continue 

to suffer from leprosy and its stigma. They are 

even denied their fundamental right to food. 

They are not issued BPL (Below Poverty Line) 

cards to claim the benefit of various welfare 

schemes such as the Antyodaya Anna Yojana 

(AAY). They are deprived of housing, basic 

civic amenities, adequate sanitary facilities and 

rehabilitation programmes.

“At present, majority of the populace afflicted 

with leprosy live as a marginalised section in 

society, deprived of even basic human rights. 

This manifestly results in violation of the 

fundamental right to equality and right to live 

with dignity,” Chief Justice Misra observed 

for the Bench also comprising Justices A.M. 

Khanwilkar and D.Y. Chandrachud.

Submarine plan moves forward after 

delays

The Navy’s mega-deal for procuring six 

advanced conventional submarines under 

Project-75I and processed through the Strategic 

Partnership (SP) model is moving forward after 

being held up due to policy clarity. The Ministry 

of Defence (MoD) has initiated the process 

to finalise specific guidelines for the project, 

estimated to cost over Rs. 60,000 crore.

“A meeting is planned with MoD in mid-

September to finalise aspects relevant to 

submarine specific guidelines for SP model. 

Specific aspects requiring concurrence of foreign 

OEMs (Original Equipment Manufacturers) are 

enumerated in the succeeding paragraphs,” the 

MoD said in a long communication issued to the 

OEMs in the end of August.
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The communication details the desired project 

outcomes under broad heads like creation of 

industrial eco-system, the range and scope 

of technology transfer, indigenisation content, 

indigenisation of the pressure hull steel, research 

and development and skilling roadmaps which 

have detailed enclosures.

Compliance is key

The foreign OEMs have been asked to indicate 

compliance for each para and sub-paras listed 

and also for all the enclosures along with their 

observations and remarks and submit their 

responses by September 11.

“The meetings with MoD are likely to be 

scheduled in the week commencing September 

17. Firm dates and timings will be promulgated 

at short notice,” the communication reads.

Four foreign OEMs have responded to the 

Navy’s Request for Information issued last 

year. However, further progress got held up 

as clarity was required on some aspects of the 

SP model. The contenders are Naval Group of 

France, Rosoboronexport Rubin Design Bureau 

of Russia, ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems of 

Germany and Saab group of Sweden.

From the Indian private sector only two 

companies, Larsen and Toubro and Reliance 

Defence, have shipyards and hence eligible 

to participate in the tender. Mazagon Dock 

Ltd, a defence public sector undertaking and 

the only Indian shipyard with experience of 

manufacturing submarines, is also expected to 

be considered.

Call for policy, action in diabetes 

prevention, management

The recently-released Global Burden of Disease 

Study 2016 has shown that the prevalence of 

diabetes has increased more rapidly in the less-

developed States of the country. The report has 

also highlighted the need for policy and health 

system action commensurate with the disease 

burden in each State to ensure more effective 

prevention and management of diabetes.

The study, authored by Nikhil Tandon et al, 

goes on to warn: “If uncontrolled, diabetes and 

its complications are likely to take a heavy toll 

on India’s healthcare system in the coming 

decades.” The total number of people with 

diabetes grew from 26 million in 1990 to 65 
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million in 2016. The prevalence of diabetes in 

India was 5.5 % in 1990, but it has increased to 

7.7 % in 2016.

‘Potentially explosive’

Terming the increase “a potentially-explosive 

public health situation”, it calls for effective 

policy implementation. When combined with 

appropriate allocation of financial and human 

resources, and a robust disease monitoring 

system, this would help in prevention, treatment 

and reduction of diabetes deaths and, in turn, 

curb the growing disease burden.

The highest prevalence is in Tamil Nadu 

and Kerala, followed by Delhi, Punjab, Goa, 

Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh and Tripura.

The increase in loss of health from diabetes 

since 1990 is the highest among all major non 

communicable diseases, says V. Mohan, one of 

the collaborators for the report. “This is enough 

to compel us to take immediate action in terms 

of awareness and prevention,” he adds.

Diabetes contributed to 3% of all deaths in 

India, with an increase in death rates due to 

diabetes from 1990 to 2016. This highlights the 

low likelihood of meeting national and global 

targets for reducing deaths due to diabetes by 

2025 and 2030, respectively, the report states.

Among the risk factors contributing to diabetes 

in India in 2016, high BMI had the highest 

impact, while the other factors were dietary 

risks, tobacco use, and occupational exposure 

to second-hand smoke, low physical activity, 

and alcohol use.

The prevalence of being overweight in persons 

aged 20 years or older had increased from 

9% in 1990 to 20.4% in 2016. Interventions 

to prevent obesity, providing public facilities to 

increase physical activity, and taxing ‘sin foods’, 

would go a long way in reducing the numbers, 

epidemiologists say. “The way forward would be 

providing awareness about diabetes,” says R.M. 

Anjana, another contributor to the report. “Once 

the community decides to do something, then it 

just takes off. If there is one thing everyone can 

do, and start from childhood, it is to make sure 

physical activity is a component of our life, so 

we can keep diabetes at bay.”

PM launches cleanliness campaign

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the 
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“Swachhata Hi Seva” (“cleanliness is service”) 

campaign, and took up a broom to clean a 

school named after Dalit icon B.R. Ambedkar. 

Union Ministers and BJP leaders and workers 

participated in similar exercises across the 

country.

In a nearly two-hour video interaction with 

people from across the country, including 

religious leaders, Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 

Yogi Adityanath and noted personalities such 

as Amitabh Bachchan and Ratan Tata, Mr. 

Modi said the sanitation coverage in India had 

increased from 40% to over 90% in the four 

years of the “Swachh Bharat” (Clean India) 

project.

He said few would have thought that nine crore 

toilets would be built and 4.5 lakh villages 

declared free of open defecation in four years.

He launched the “cleanliness is service” exercise 

to push for greater public participation in one 

of his government’s centrepiece programmes 

launched on October 2, 2015. It will continue 

till Mahatma Gandhi’s birth anniversary next 

month.

All sections of society and every part of the 

country had joined the cleanliness drive, he 

said, exhorting people to rededicate themselves 

to fulfilling Gandhiji’s dream of a clean India.

“Had anybody imagined that more than 450 

districts would be open-defecation-free (ODF) 

in four years or that 20 States and Union 

Territories would be open-defecation-free in 

four years,” he said.

Mr. Adityanath said Uttar Pradesh, the country’s 

most populous and among the poorest States, 

would be ODF by October 2.

Pat for Adityanath

He said his government was working to ensure 

that every family had a toilet by October 2019. 

His government’s emphasis on cleanliness had 

led to a drastic fall in vector-borne diseases, Mr. 

Adityanath said. Mr. Modi lauded Mr. Adityanath 

for his government’s efforts.

The Prime Minister spoke to people in States 

such as Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Bihar, 

Karnataka, Rajasthan and Haryana. He also 

interacted with the Indo-Tibetan Border Police 

personnel involved in cleaning the Pangong 

Lake and its surroundings in Leh, besides 

religious and spiritual figures, including 
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Sadhguru Jaggi Vasudev, Sri Sri Ravi Shankar 

and Mata Amritanandamayi.

He interacted with Sikh religious figures from 

Patna Sahib gurdwara, Muslim custodians 

of Ajmer Sharif and those from the media 

group Dainik Jagran .

India not lowering guard on China border: 

Nirmala

India will not lower its guard along the Line of 

Actual Control with China, while maintaining 

border peace in sync with the “Wuhan” spirit, 

Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has said.

Nearly a month after talks with her Chinese 

counterpart Wei Fenghe, Ms. Sitharaman said 

both sides recognised that the broad decisions 

arrived at the informal summit between Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese President 

Xi Jinping in Wuhan should govern management 

of the border.

“Absolutely,” she told PTI when asked if India 

was still on guard and not lowering it despite the 

Wuhan spirit.

Doklam and after

At the Wuhan summit in April, Mr. Modi and Mr. 

Xi resolved to open a new chapter in ties, and 

directed their militaries to boost coordination 

along the nearly 3,500-km Sino-Indian border, 

months after the most serious military faceoff 

in decades between the two nuclear-armed 

neighbours in Doklam triggered fears of a war.

Asked whether the decision of Mr. Modi and Mr. 

Xi at the summit to issue strategic guidelines 

to their militaries to maintain peace along the 

border is working, she said, “I want to believe it 

is working.”

At the same time, she added that as Defence 

Minister of the country she was conscious of 

the fact that she would have to keep the border 

guards on alert. “Then I would also be, as 

Raksha Mantri, I would also be conscious that 

I have to keep [them] alert...Wuhan spirit, yes,” 

she said.

Asked if Army Chief Gen. Bipin Rawat’s 

comments earlier in the year that the time had 

come for India to shift focus to its northern border 

from the western frontier, she said, “I cannot 

afford to say, at the cost of one border, I will 

be more alert in another. A border is a border. I 

have to be conscious of both my borders.”
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“I will also have be conscious of my sea. It is 

less talked about,” she said.

SC allows sale of Saridon, 3 other drugs

Popular painkiller Saridon will be available 

in medical stores across the country, with the 

Supreme Court   allowing the sale of the drug 

and three other banned fixed dose combinations 

(FDCs).

A Bench of Justices R.F. Nariman and Indu 

Malhotra issued notice to the Centre and sought 

its reply on the plea filed by some drug makers 

and pharma associations.

The medicines whose sale was allowed 

were Piramal Healthcare’s Saridon, 

GlaxoSmithKline’s Piriton, Juggat Pharma’s 

Dart and another drug, the details of which 

could not be immediately known.

The top court, however, did not grant any relief 

to the other medicines falling in the list of 328 

FDC drugs which were banned by the Health 

Ministry by its September 7 notification.

The Delhi High Court had earlier allowed 

Indian pharma major Wockhardt to sell its 

Ace Proxyvon tablets, which is a mixture of 

three salts — aceclofenac, paracetamol and 

rabeprazol — a combination that is banned.

Ministry clarifies on nutrition guidelines

In response to the report titled ‘Maneka Gandhi 

bypassed, nutrition norms cleared’ (September 

09, 2018), the Ministry of Women and Child 

Development has issued the following 

clarification:

“The finalisation of Supplementary Nutrition 

Guidelines is still under the consideration and 

no final decision has been taken yet. There 

is no difference of opinion in the matter as to 

what constitutes supplementary nutrition as the 

same has been defined under the NFSA. The 

Nutritional entitlements under the Anganwadi 

Services Scheme are provided under Section 

4, 5 and 6 of NFSA. These are to be governed 

by the Supplementary Nutrition (SN) Rules as 

provided under the Section 39 of NFSA. These 

rules were formulated and modified by the 

Ministry on 20.02.2017.

The Ministry is proposing to issue detailed 

guidelines to help the state/district level 

functionaries in order to ensure that 
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supplementary nutrition is provided to all 

beneficiaries as per NFSA and SN Rules 2017. 

Presently, the implementation of Supplementary 

Nutrition Programme by the States/UTs has 

to be in accordance with the NFSA 2013, SM 

Rules 2017 and the Nutrition Norms issued by 

the Ministry on 24.02.2009. The Supplementary 

Nutrition guidelines prepared as per the 

provisions of the National Food Security Act, 

2013 (NFSA) need the approval of the Minister, 

WCD.”

Modi gifts his constituency projects 

worth Rs. 550 crore

Prime Minister Narendra Modi   donned the hat 

of a parliamentarian as he gave an account 

of work done in his Lok Sabha constituency, 

Varanasi, over the past four years to his “high 

command”, the people of the temple city.

Launching or inaugurating projects worth more 

than Rs. 550 crore in Varanasi, Mr. Modi said 

that though the constituency had given him 

the post of PM, he was still accountable to the 

people as their public representative. “As a 

people’s representative, as your sevak, you are 

my master, my high command...it is my duty to 

provide you an account of the money and time 

spent,” Mr. Modi said.

Listing the works done by him since 2014, 

he said modern facilities would be provided 

without disturbing the city’s identity, tradition 

and ancient culture.

Addressing a gathering at the BHU 

amphitheatre, Mr. Modi said that since he came 

to power the change in the life, infrastructure 

and beautification of the city was there for all to 

see.

“Four years ago, when the people of Kashi 

resolved to walk the path of change, the 

change, then and now, can be clearly seen,” 

said Mr. Modi, adding that the city earlier was 

at the mercy of Lord Shiva. It was “entangled 

in its poor infrastructure, just like the overhead 

electric cables,” said the PM.

With the path of Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas, it is 

setting its own future, said Mr. Modi, promising 

the city that many infrastructural projects would 

be completed in the coming months.

Among the projects launched on the day 

were the Atal Incubation Centre at BHU, the 
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Integrated Power Development Scheme for old 

Kashi and the Regional Ophthalmology Centre, 

also at BHU.

Triple talaq is criminal offence

The Union Cabinet   cleared an ordinance that 

makes talaq-e-biddat , or instant triple talaq, a 

criminal offence that will attract a maximum jail 

term of three years. President Ram Nath Kovind 

later in the day gave his assent.

The new law, however, incorporates safeguards, 

including a provision for bail to an accused 

before the start of the trial.

While instant triple talaq will continue to be a 

“non-bailable” offence — the police cannot 

grant bail at the police station — the accused 

can approach a magistrate for bail even before 

trial.

“There was an overpowering urgency and a 

compelling necessity to bring the ordinance as 

the practice continued unabated despite the 

Supreme Court’s order last year,” Union Law 

Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad told reporters.

He said 201 cases had been reported from 

across the country after the Supreme Court 

banned triple talaq in August 2017. Since 

January 2017, 430 cases had been reported 

until September 13 this year. “What is important 

is that the practice of triple talaq continues in 

spite of the Supreme Court having annulled it 

and the Lok Sabha having passed a Bill that is 

pending in the Rajya Sabha. We have all the 

evidence and a series of papers in this regard,” 

Mr. Prasad said.

The Law Minister attacked the Congress, saying 

it was not supporting the Bill pending in the 

Rajya Sabha because of “vote bank pressures.” 

He also appealed to Congress leader Sonia 

Gandhi, BSP chief Mayawati and Bengal Chief 

Minister Mamata Banerjee to support it in the 

next Parliament session.

Varsities to observe ‘Surgical Strike Day’

The University Grants Commission (UGC) has 

written to the Vice-Chancellors of all universities 

to celebrate Surgical Strike Day on September 

29 to mark the event along the Line of Control 

that day in 2016.

The letter also desires that students pledge their 

support for the armed forces in writing that day.
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“All higher education institutions with NCC 

units shall organise a special parade on 29th 

September, after which the NCC commander 

shall address them on the modalities of 

protection of the borders,” says the UGC 

letter. “The university/colleges may organise 

a meeting, calling ex-servicemen who will 

sensitise the students about the sacrifices made 

by the armed forces in protecting the borders.”

Plea to institutions

The letter also issues an instruction to students: 

“The students shall pledge their support for the 

armed forces by writing letters and cards, which 

may be produced in both physical and digital 

format.” These letters of support, it says, will be 

publicised in the conventional and social media.

The UGC letter says that physical letters of 

support so received may be sent to nearby 

cantonments and shared with army officers 

visiting various colleges to meet students. It also 

asks institutions to encourage their students 

and faculty to visit the multimedia exhibition 

to be organised at India Gate in the national 

capital or in State capitals, important towns and 

cantonments across India.

But not all senior academics seem enthused.

Historian Aditya Mukherjee of JNU, co-author 

of the book India’s Struggle For Independence, 

disagreed with the idea of taking a pledge of 

nationalism from the people. “This is typically 

the BJP trying to project themselves as the 

nationalists. They have this great deficit of not 

being part of the national movement. Now they 

are trying to force it on people and militarise 

campuses. They wanted to install tanks in JNU 

and if we oppose it they will call us anti-national,” 

he told The Hindu . “We are not anti-army. But 

they want to push us through a nationalism 

test. Forcing people to prove their nationalism 

is no way to arouse nationalism. The way to 

arouse it is to create an idea of the nation that 

is appealing and inclusive.”

Agencies to do eco-impact checks

The Union Environment Ministry proposes to 

allow research organisations and accredited 

agencies to monitor if companies are complying 

with environmental conditions.

“…the Central Government proposes to 

introduce the concept of randomised third-party 
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compliance monitoring of the environment 

clearance conditions through national-level 

reputed and competent government institutions 

to be empanelled by the Ministry,” said a 

draft notification issued by the Ministry, dated 

September 10 but made public  .

India’s environmental laws require project 

developers to submit themselves to the 

Environment Impact Assessment (EIA), under 

which an independent agency, commissioned 

by the project developer, ascertains the likely 

environmental impact of a proposed project. 

The preparation of an environment impact 

assessment report and an environment 

management plan ensures that the adverse 

environmental impact of projects and activities 

are assessed and studied and mitigation 

measures are taken in the implementation of 

the project to avoid or minimise the adverse 

environmental impact. Currently, depending 

on the size of projects, they are cleared or 

rejected — with accompanying caveats that 

must be adhered to — by the expert appraisal 

committees of the Central government and 

the States and the district environment impact 

assessment authorities.

The process obligates the project proponent 

to file a six-monthly compliance report, and 

regional offices of the Ministry are supposed 

to check whether industries are complying 

with these norms. “However, these offices 

are frequently understaffed; therefore, to 

ensure that the rules are complied with, we 

propose to have institutions like the IITs and 

accredited expert organisations conduct the 

compliance monitoring,” C.K. Mishra, Secretary 

of the Ministry of Environment and Forests and 

Climate Change, told The Hindu .

Big shift

Independent observers describe the proposal 

as a “big shift” in how projects are appraised. “ 

It is a big shift, but one that is outsourcing the 

monitoring to scientific institutions [some of them 

are already doing EIAs]. The core issue of the 

affected people being kept out of the monitoring 

and compliance paperwork is embedded in this 

proposal,” said Kanchi Kohli, an environmental 

researcher with the Centre for Policy Research, 

in an e-mail to The Hindu.
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Govt. refers to earlier Dassault pact with 

Reliance

The Defence Ministry   reiterated that Dassault 

Aviation’s decision to tie up with Anil Ambani’s 

Reliance Defence was a commercial decision.

The Ministry was responding to comments 

made by former French President Francois 

Hollande that Dassault Aviation (manufacturers 

of Rafale fighter aircraft) was given no choice 

but to partner with the Anil Ambani-led Reliance 

Defence for the offset clause in the fighter jet 

deal.

The Ministry also referred to media reports 

of February, 2012, which suggest that DA, 

within two weeks of being declared the lowest 

bidder for procurement of 126 aircraft by the 

UPA Government, had entered into a pact for 

partnership with Reliance Industries in the 

defence sector.

However, it must be noted that the 2012 pact 

was with Reliance Industries of Mukesh Ambani 

which had later exited the defence business.

Choice of partners

The French government said in a statement they 

had no role in “the choice of Indian industrial 

partners” while DA said it was their choice of 

selecting Reliance Defence as the local offset 

partner.

However, the two statements did not directly 

deny the statement by Mr. Hollande that it was 

the Indian government which had proposed the 

name of Reliance Defence.

‘Not involved’

“The French government is in no manner 

involved in the choice of Indian industrial 

partners who have been, are being, or will be 

selected by French companies. In accordance 

with India’s acquisition procedure, French 

companies have the full freedom to choose the 

Indian partner companies…,” the spokesperson 

of the French Ministry of Europe and Foreign 

Affairs said in a statement late on Friday.

The statement added that the Inter-

Governmental Agreement (IGA) signed on 

September 23, 2016, between the French 

and Indian governments for 36 Rafale aircraft 

concerns the obligations of the French 

government “solely with regard to ensuring the 

delivery and quality of this equipment.”
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HC notice to Centre on OCIs entry into India

The Delhi High Court has directed the Centre to 

ensure that Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) card 

holders or foreigners are informed in advance if 

they are blacklisted and would be denied entry 

into the country.

Justice Vibhu Bakhru said a number of cases 

were being filed in the High Court on account 

foreigners or OCI card holders not are permitted 

entry into India when they arrive here.

The “disturbing feature” in each was that none 

of them had any prior intimation that they were 

blacklisted, despite having a valid visa, the 

judge observed.

“They (foreigners/OCI card holders) discover 

that they are not allowed entry into the country 

only on their arrival at the airport in India. Whilst 

there may be good reason for the respondents 

to deny certain foreigners entry into India, the 

practice of not informing them of such decision 

in advance, cannot be countenanced,” the High 

Court said.

The High Court directed the Ministry of External 

Affairs (MEA) to ensure that necessary 

directions are issued to all the officers, who are 

authorised to issue blacklisting orders, to inform 

the foreigners/OCI card holders concerned that 

they have been blacklisted and their entry into 

the country would be denied.

The directions came while hearing a petition by 

a woman, whose husband - an OCI card holder 

- was not allowed to enter the country despite 

having a valid visa.

According to the petitioner, her husband is a 

person of Indian origin and had acquired the 

citizenship of the United Kingdom in 2006 after 

spending 17 years studying and working there.

Domestic aviation traffic saw 17% growth 

in August

Domestic aviation traffic registered a growth of 

17% in the month of August, with airlines ferrying 

a total of 11.3 million passengers as opposed to 

9.6 million same time last year, according to the 

Directorate General of Civil Aviation’s monthly 

data. Gurgaon-based budget carrier SpiceJet 

was at the top in terms of two key parameters 

— seat occupancy and punctuality.

The airline saw an average of 93.6% seats on 

its planes being sold. It was followed by GoAir 
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(84.6%), IndiGo (82.8%), Air India (82.3%) and 

Jet Airways (82.0%).

It also saw an on-time performance (OTP) of 

87.4%, implying that as many flights departed 

and arrived as per schedule. IndiGo and Go 

Air shared the second place with an OTP of 

87.2%, followed by Vistara (83.6%), Jet Airways 

(82.6%) and Air India (75.3%).

Market leader IndiGo cornered 41.9% of 

the domestic market share. Jet Airways has 

a market share of 13.8%, Air India 12.7%, 

SpiceJet 12.4% and Go Air 8.9%.

IndiGo, however, also had the highest number of 

passengers affected due to delays beyond two 

hours, with the number of passengers affected 

at 62,252. Air India was at second place with 

28,984 passengers affected, and SpiceJet at 

third place with 13,890 travellers.

Airlines had to collectively pay Rs. 28.4 million 

as compensation to 1,37,000 passengers 

affected due to delays, cancellations and denied 

boarding.

SC to deliver verdict on quota in 

promotion

A Constitution Bench led by Chief Justice of 

India Dipak Misra will   pronounce its verdict on 

the government push to provide “accelerated 

promotion with consequential seniority” for 

Scheduled Castes/ Scheduled Tribe members 

in public employment.

Courtesy a 2006 M. Nagaraj judgement of 

the Supreme Court, the government cannot 

introduce quota in promotion for its SC/ST 

employees unless they prove that the particular 

Dalit community is backward, is inadequately 

represented and such a reservation in promotion 

would not affect the overall efficiency of public 

administration.

The Nagaraj judgement was pronounced 

by a five-judge Constitution Bench. Now, 

the government wants another five-judge 

Constitution Bench led by Chief Justice Dipak 

Misra to refer the 2006 verdict to a larger Bench 

for a re-examination.

Attorney-General K.K. Venugopal submitted that 

the SC/ST communities have faced centuries of 

deprivation at the hands of society.

They have been deprived of access to temples, 
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schools and the basic facilities of life, he added.

The government has also objected to a creamy 

layer concept among the SC/ST.

The government said it wanted a total of 22.5% 

posts reserved for promotion for SC/STs in 

public employment.

Only this quantum would satisfy their need for 

adequate representation, it said.

Enact ‘strong law’ to cleanse politics: SC

Further, both the candidate and the political 

party should declare the criminal antecedents 

of the former in widely-circulated newspapers. 

Finally, both the candidate and the political 

party should give “wide publicity” to the criminal 

record of the former by airing it on TV channels, 

not once, but thrice after the filing of nomination 

papers.

Legal experts say the judgement, which 

compels political parties to come clean about 

the criminal elements within their apparatus, is 

unique as it opens a new vista that “the process 

of breaking crime-politics nexus extends much 

beyond purity of legislators and encompasses 

purity of political parties as well”.

Chief Justice Misra explained that the direction 

to political parties to go public about the criminal 

cases against their candidates is a step to 

“foster and nurture an informed citizenry”. It is 

to protect the “culture and purity in politics”.

Informed choice

It ensures that ordinary voters can have an 

“informed choice” about who he or she has 

to vote for in a country which already “feels 

agonised when money and muscle power 

become the supreme power”.

The Chief Justice said criminals in power are 

nothing but a liability to this country. Their 

presence in power strikes at the roots of 

democracy.

“The best available people, as is expected 

by the democratic system, should not have 

criminal antecedents and the voters have a 

right to know about their antecedents, assets 

and other aspects… Citizens in a democracy 

cannot be compelled to stand as silent, deaf 

and mute spectators to corruption… Disclosure 

of antecedents makes the election a fair one 

and the exercise of the right of voting by the 
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electorate also gets sanctified,” Chief Justice 

Misra wrote.

Criminalisation of politics and corruption, 

especially at the entry level of elections, has 

become a national and economic terror. It is a 

disease which is self-destructive and becoming 

immune to antibiotics, Chief Justice Misra wrote.

‘Parliament must act’

Chief Justice Misra said Parliament is obligated 

to act, as “criminalisation in politics is a bitter 

manifest truth, which is a termite to the citadel 

of democracy”.

It noted with anguish that the Election 

Commission of India has its hands tied, 

helplessly watching as criminalisation of politics 

at the entry level is on the rise.

It addressed the submissions made by Attorney-

General K.K. Venugopal.

“It is one thing to take cover under the 

presumption of innocence of the accused 

but it is equally imperative that persons who 

enter public life and participate in law making 

should be above any kind of serious criminal 

allegation,” Chief Justice Misra said.

Apex court wants government to fill SAT 

vacancies quickly

The Supreme Court wants the government 

to quickly fill the vacancies at the Securities 

Appellate Tribunal (SAT), which is an important 

appellate body for filing appeals against orders 

passed by the capital market, insurance and 

pension regulators.

While hearing an appeal filed by Quantum 

Securities, the apex court highlighted the fact 

that the tribunal is currently being managed by 

a sole member even as the regulations clearly 

state that the Bench should comprise a judicial 

and technical member.

What the law says

“Unfortunately, a single Technical Member 

seems to be manning the Securities Appellate 

Tribunal, Mumbai. Section 15L of the Securities 

and Exchange Board of India Act, 1992 

specifically states, in the proviso to sub-section 

2(b), that every Bench constituted shall include 

at least one Judicial Member and one Technical 

Member,” stated the SC order.

“This Court wants to know as to when other 

Judicial and Technical Members will be 
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appointed, which we hope will be done as 

quickly as possible,” it said while directing a 

notice to be issued to the Attorney General to 

make the government a party to the case.

This assumes significance as the SAT has 

remained headless since July when the five-

year term of the then presiding officer Justice 

J.P. Devadhar came to an end. Earlier in the 

year, Jog Singh’s term as a member came to an 

end in February.

Currently, C. K. G. Nair is the only member 

at SAT and due to the lack of quorum, the 

functioning of the appellate has been severely 

hit.

“It is important that this critical issue gathers 

steam and gets the attention of the Central 

Government so that the requisite appointments 

are made in the interest of securities market. 

Such delays definitely impact the reputation of 

capital markets of India and investment climate, 

as effective dispute redressal is one of the 

important criterion for choosing an outbound 

investment,” Sumit Agrawal, founder, RegStreet 

Law Advisors and a former SEBI law officer, 

said.

Deleting biometric data is difficult

Though the majority opinion in the Aadhaar 

verdict is silent on deleting biometric data 

already collected by phone companies, Justice 

D.Y. Chandrachud’s direction to do so will open 

a Pandora ’s Box, if implemented.

The Constitution Bench   was unanimous in 

declaring that seeding of Aadhaar with SIM 

cards was unconstitutional.

However, even as the majority judgment 

written by Justice A.K. Sikri restricts itself to 

a paragraph on the issue of Aadhaar-SIM 

linkage, Justice Chandrachud, the dissenting 

judge on the Bench, goes a step ahead to say 

that whatever data collected so far by service 

providers should be deleted forthwith.

A Pandora’s Box

Justice Chandrachud’s direction may open a 

Pandora’s Box for future litigation, experts say.

Justice Sikri, writing for himself, Chief Justice 

Dipak Misra and Justice A.M. Khanwilkar, was 

silent on the status of personal data collected 

by service providers so far even as the court 

was deciding the very validity of the Aadhaar 

scheme.
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The bone of contention is the circular issued 

by the Department of Telecommunications on 

March 23, 2017, mandating the linking of mobile 

numbers with Aadhaar. The petitioners said the 

circular was illegal and unconstitutional.

“Circular dated March 23, 2017 mandating 

linking of mobile number with Aadhaar is held to 

be illegal and unconstitutional as it is not backed 

by any law and is hereby quashed,” Justice 

Sikri held. But Justice Chandrachud said the 

“conflation of biometric information with SIM 

cards poses grave threats to individual privacy, 

liberty and autonomy”.

Boost to SC/ST quota in promotions

 Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court   modified 

a 2006 judgment requiring the State to show 

quantifiable data to prove the “backwardness” of 

a Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe community 

in order to provide quota in promotion in public 

employment.

The 58-page judgment by a five-judge Bench 

led by Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra gives a 

huge fillip for the government’s efforts to provide 

“accelerated promotion with consequential 

seniority” for Scheduled Castes/ Scheduled 

Tribes (SC/ST) members in government 

services.

Directly contrary

Writing the verdict for the Bench, Justice 

Rohinton Nariman held that this portion of 

the M. Nagaraj judgment of another five-

judge Constitution Bench in 2006 was directly 

contrary to the nine-judge Bench verdict in the 

Indira Sawhney case. In the Indira Sawhney 

case, the Supreme Court had held that the 

“test or requirement of social and educational 

backwardness cannot be applied to Scheduled 

Castes and Scheduled Tribes, who indubitably 

fall within the expression ‘backward class of 

citizens’.”

Justice Nariman pointed out that the Presidential 

List for Scheduled Castes contains only those 

castes or groups or parts as “untouchables.” 

Similarly, the Presidential List of Scheduled 

Tribes only refers to those tribes in remote 

backward areas who are socially extremely 

backward.

“Thus, it is clear that when Nagaraj requires 

the States to collect quantifiable data on 
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backwardness, insofar as Scheduled Castes 

and Scheduled Tribes are concerned, this 

would clearly be contrary to the Indira Sawhney 

and would have to be declared to be bad on this 

ground,” Justice Nariman wrote.

But the unanimous judgment differed with 

the Centre’s argument that Nagaraj misread 

creamy layer concept to apply it to SC/ST.

March ahead

“The whole object of reservation is to see that 

backward classes of citizens move forward so 

that they may march hand in hand with other 

citizens of India on an equal basis. This will 

not be possible if only the creamy layer within 

that class bag all the coveted jobs in the public 

sector and perpetuate themselves, leaving the 

rest of the class as backward as they always 

were,” Justice Nariman said and upheld 

Nagaraj’s direction that creamy layer applied to 

SC/ST in promotions. It said that when a court 

applies the creamy layer principle to Scheduled 

Castes and Scheduled Tribes, it does not in any 

manner tinker with the Presidential List under 

Articles 341 or 342 of the Constitution of India.

The caste or group or sub-group named in the 

said List continues exactly as before.

“It is only those persons within that group or 

sub-group, who have come out of untouchability 

or backwardness by virtue of belonging to the 

creamy layer, who are excluded from the benefit 

of reservation,” Justice Nariman wrote.

Justice Nazeer for rethink on 1994 order

The statement that “praying in a mosque is not 

an essential part of Islam and namaz by Muslims 

can be offered even in the open” by a Constitution 

Bench of the Supreme Court in a 1994 judgment 

played a role in the Allahabad High Court decision 

to partition the disputed Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri 

Masjid site, Justice S. Abdul Nazeer held  .

A three-judge Bench of the High Court had 

partitioned the disputed site among Hindus, 

Muslims and the Nirmohi Akhara in September 

2010.

It is this decision which is in appeal now in the 

Supreme Court.

Stinging dissent

In his stinging dissent, Justice Nazeer disagreed 

with the majority opinion of Chief Justice 

Dipak Misra and Justice Ashok Bhushan that 
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the comment made in the 24-year-old Ismail 

Faruqui judgment of a Constitution Bench has 

no relevance in the present Ayodhya title suit 

appeals.

Justice Nazeer observed that the remark 

“permeated” the arguments of the lawyers who 

fought the Ayodhya title dispute before the High 

Court.

Justice Nazeer gave extracts from the 

voluminous judgments of the High Court to 

show the impact made by the remark.

Justice Nazeer said the comment cannot be 

brushed under, especially in the background of 

an issue as sensitive as the Ayodhya dispute.

Justice Nazeer said the Ismail Faruqui judgment 

should be “brought in line”. The question of 

essentiality of offering prayers in a mosque 

should be referred to a seven-judge Bench, 

which should examine the issue in light of 

the beliefs, tenets and practice of the faith in 

question.

Kolkata launches India’s first flood 

forecast system

The Kolkata Municipal Corporation, with the 

support of the Asian Development Bank,   

launched the country’s first flood forecasting 

and early-warning system, which will provide 

real-time data on inundation, rainfall intensity, 

temperature, air quality and other climate-

related data. This is expected to help policy-

makers make informed decisions during 

disasters.

Section 497 archaic: Justice Nariman

Justice Rohinton Nariman, in his separate 

opinion but concurring judgment holding that 

adultery is not a crime, said Section 497 made 

a husband the “licensor” of his wife’s sexual 

choices.

Justice Nariman listed out countries which had 

repealed adultery as a crime, starting with the 

People’s Republic of China. Justice Nariman, 

member of the five-judge Constitution Bench 

that delivered the judgment   striking adultery 

of the Indian Penal Code, said Section 497 is 

archaic and based on the chauvinistic reason 

that the “third-party male” has seduced the 

woman, and she is his victim. Justice Nariman 

took the case of a woman who is on the verge 
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of getting a decree of divorce. “If, she has sex 

with another man, Section 497 still makes the 

‘other man’ guilty of adultery.”

“Husband is not the master... Obituaries should 

be written of these historic perceptions,” Chief 

Justice Dipak Misra observed.

‘Codified patriarchy’

Justice D.Y. Chandrachud, in his separate 

view, termed Section 497 as a “codified rule of 

patriarchy”.

Marriage does not mean ceding autonomy of 

one to the other. Ability to make sexual choices 

is essential to human liberty. Even within private 

zones, an individual should be allowed her 

choice, he observed.

Society imposes impossible virtues on a 

woman. Raises her to a pedestal. Confines her 

to spaces. Objectifies her and says she should 

be pure. But society has no qualms to commit 

rape, honour killings, sex-determination and 

infanticide, Justice Chandrachud admonished.

Justice Chandrachud’s opinion transcended 

from a mere quashing of Section 497 to a 

judicial document on the centuries-old struggle 

of women against patriarchy. One of the 

headings in the judgment is titled ‘The Good 

Wife’ — a woman who should not complain 

even if her husband has a relationship with 

another woman.

Though adultery is considered to be an offence 

relating to marriage, the wife of an adulterer has 

no voice of her own, no agency to complain. If 

the woman involved in the extra-marital affair 

happens to be single and has no husband who 

is wronged, the law treats the situation with total 

unconcern, Justice Chandrachud pointed out.

The Bench also held Section 198 (2) of the 

CrPC, which gives the cuckolded husband the 

exclusive right to prosecute his wife’s lover, 

manifestly arbitrary.

Justice Indu Malhotra, reading her opinion the 

last on the Bench, held that Section 497 is based 

on the Doctrine of Coverture. This doctrine, 

not recognised by the Constitution, holds that 

a woman loses her identity and legal right with 

marriage, is violative of her fundamental rights.

A cautionary note for judiciary

Justice D.Y. Chandrachud, in his separate 

opinion in the Sabarimala case on Friday, 
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proposed a new method on how courts should 

deal with ecclesiastical matters of religion and 

faith.

The judge observed that courts should adopt 

a deferential attitude to such cases touching 

on religious matters and deem the practices 

under scanner as “essential”, but nevertheless 

investigate whether such customs, beliefs 

or usages violate fundamental rights of an 

individual.

Justice Chandrachud noted how judiciary have 

entered into a maze while deciding what is 

or is not essential to religion. Courts venture 

into religious areas where it lacks both the 

competence and legitimacy to pronounce on 

the importance of specific doctrines or beliefs 

internal to religion.

Question of exclusion

“The assumption by the court of the authority 

to determine whether a practice is or is not 

essential to religion has led to our jurisprudence 

bypassing what should in fact be the central issue 

for debate... whether the Constitution ascribes 

to religion and to religious denominations the 

authority to enforce practices which exclude a 

group of citizens. The exclusion may relate to 

...worship, but may extend to matters which bear 

upon the liberty and dignity of the individual,” 

Justice Chandrachud explained.

The Constitution does recognise “group rights” 

when it confers rights of religious denominations 

in Article 26.

“Yet the basic question is whether the recognition 

of rights inhering in religious denominations can 

impact upon the fundamental values of dignity, 

liberty and equality which animate the soul of 

the Constitution,” Justice Chandrachud asked. 

The right of a denomination must be balanced 

with the individual rights of each of its members, 

he said.

“It would be impossible to conceive of the 

preservation of liberal constitutional values 

while at the same time allowing group rights 

to defy those values by practicing exclusion 

and through customs which are derogatory to 

dignity,” the judge said.

With Sabarimala verdict, ‘Ghost of 

Narasu’ is finally exorcised

The unchallenged 67-year reign of a Bombay 
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High Court judgment that personal law, religious 

customs, usages and beliefs are outside the 

ambit of fundamental rights of equality, life and 

dignity came to an end on Friday.

Justice D.Y. Chandrachud, in his separate 

opinion, held that the reasoning given in the 

Narasu Appa Mali judgment of the Bombay High 

Court in 1951 was based on flawed premises. 

Immunising customs and usages, like the 

prohibition of women in Sabarimala, takes away 

the primacy of the Constitution.

The Bombay High Court in theState of Bombay 

versus Narasu Appa Malihad held that personal 

law is not ‘law’ or ‘laws in force’ under Article 

13. This 1951 judgment was never challenged 

in the Supreme Court.

“Custom or usage cannot be excluded from ‘laws 

in force’. The decision in Narasu also opined 

that personal law is immune from constitutional 

scrutiny. This detracts from the notion that no 

body of practices can claim supremacy over 

the Constitution and its vision of ensuring the 

sanctity of dignity, liberty and equality,” Justice 

Chandrachud wrote.

Borrowing the headline — Ghost of Narasu 

— of an article written by senior advocate 

Indira Jaising, Justice Chandrachud observed 

that custom, usages and personal law have 

a significant impact on the civil status of 

individuals.

‘No immunity’

“Those activities that are inherently connected 

with the civil status of individuals cannot 

be granted constitutional immunity merely 

because they may have some associational 

features which have a religious nature,” Justice 

Chandrachud held.

The judge wrote how the immunity given to 

personal law customs deviates from the “vision 

of social transformation” of the Constitution.

“Narasu, in restricting the definition of the term 

‘laws in force’ detracts from the transformative 

vision of the Constitution,” the judge held.

The world comes to appraise Swachh 

Bharat

Political leadership and government financing, 

as well as the sparking of a people’s movement, 

are key elements of the Swachh Bharat story, 
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Indian leaders told international delegates 

looking to learn from India’s sanitation successes 

at the Mahatma Gandhi International Sanitation 

Convention here  .

“This is the role of good political leadership. It 

doesn’t merely decide on a programme, but it 

throws its entire political weight — weight of 

its politics, its policies, its finances — behind 

the decision. And that is what happened,” 

said Finance Minister Arun Jaitley, addressing 

delegates from 68 countries at the event, 

including many from developing nations.

In response to a question from Malawi Health 

Minister Atupele Muluzi, the Minister said the 

leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

ensured that Swachh Bharat was a government-

wide initiative. It did not have a fractured 

mandate.

The Swachh Bharat Abhiyan-Grameen claims 

to have increased the percentage of the rural 

population with access to toilets from 39% 

in 2014 to almost 95% today. Overall, 503 

districts and 24 States have been declared 

open defecation-free. About $20 billion have 

been allocated to the programme, Sanitation 

Secretary Parameswaran Iyer said.

“It never used to be fashionable to talk about 

sanitation in our countries, so it is important 

when your Prime Minister talks to the nation 

about it,” said Kevin Rudd, former Prime Minister 

of Australia and currently chair of Sanitation 

and Water for All, a UN-related body. “In 2015, 

when the Sustainable Development Goals were 

announced, it was estimated that the world 

needed an additional annual expenditure of 

$114 billion to meet the sanitation-related goal. 

Today, the additional expenditure is only $35 

billion.”

President Ram Nath Kovind, who inaugurated 

the event, harked back to the leadership 

example of Mahatma Gandhi, who not only 

fought for political independence but also 

valued human freedom in terms of everyday 

access to sanitation facilities. “India is striving 

to eliminate open defecation in its entirety by 

October 2, 2019. This is the best 150th birthday 

gift we can give to Gandhiji,” he said.

The delegates left   evening for a “Gandhi 

Trail” trip to Gujarat, where they will visit the 

Sabarmati Ashram and see Swachh Bharat at 
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work on the ground in Punsari village.

CAG’s reality check

The visit comes just a week after the Comptroller 

and Auditor-General picked holes in Gujarat’s 

ODF status, with a report showing that 29% of 

homes in the sample villages did not, in fact, 

have access to toilets. “The Gujarat government 

is looking into that report. There is no connection 

to the trip,” Mr. Iyer told presspersons on the 

eve of the Convention.

“In comparison to 2014, where have you 

reached in 2018? It is pretty good. Have you 

reached heaven yet? No. Are there holes 

in heaven? Yes. This is what I call political 

reality. India is not the only country in the world 

where politicians occasionally overstate their 

achievements,” Mr. Rudd told The Hindu when 

asked about the CAG’s findings.

Make in India: country liquor cameos

The humble country liquor, so beloved of the 

masses across the nation, draws a supercilious 

sneer from the educated classes....most people 

I know have rarely, if ever, sampled these wares 

on a regular basis. An occasional foray is about 

the general average, by and large.

My own introduction was long back (forty 

years?), in Bengal, in a field about 5 km off the 

national highway, passing through Barasat, 

North 24-Parganas (now perhaps a part of 

Greater Kolkata).

The idea was to have fresh toddy, straight from 

the tree. Four of us commenced operations 

at about eight in the morning to sample it 

fresh. Muri (puffed rice) andtelebhaaja (deep-

fried batter-dipped potato slices) were the 

accompaniments.

By about ten o’clock, the supply of toddy would 

run out, and no amount of cajoling with the 

toddy-tapper worked. His plaintive excuses, 

such as that the haandi (clay pot) had slipped 

out of his hands while climbing down the tree, 

were obviously unbelievable. But he stuck to his 

story... bishaas korun, aamaar-o khub kharap 

laagche(believe me, I too feel very bad) was his 

constant, continuous chant.

So, after hectic parleys and negotiations, 

much like trade talks between nations, the 

suggestion to continue with Bangla (the generic 

name for country liquor) was finally accepted 
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and implemented. I don’t recall what exactly 

happened thereafter… this memory lapse took 

place around lunch-time, and continues to this 

day in many senses. I can recall only one brand, 

Kali Marka, named so apparently because 

after a swig or two the tongue protrudes and 

violence ensues, in keeping with the image of 

the deity. Frenzied dancing also is a part of the 

proceedings, in many cases, accompanied by 

ribald songs and so much coarse conversation.

My pre-teen and early-teen days were at 

Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh. Here, too, country 

liquor was favoured over all else, and brewed 

from mahua, a local fruit.

I never had any, but during the usual aimless 

bicycle-mounted loafing around, mandatory 

at that age, I recall seeing a vend, with the 

board… mahue ki taadi...tu nahi piyega? tera 

baap bhi piyega…

Fast forwarding to the present, Kerala is 

right up there, with all kinds of country liquor. 

Being a brand-conscious lot, there are various 

brands on offer, with suggestive names. This is 

hearsay-based information, but from credible 

sources. I don’t have the actual names, but the 

rough translations of the brands I’ve heard of 

are as follows:

New Bride: A swig of this makes the head droop 

down, as new brides’ heads are reportedly 

prone to do. The name was given maybe fifty 

years back, and those days new brides were a 

demure lot, it seems… quite unlike the present 

bunch, from what I hear.

Hammer: The name is self-explanatory. The 

effect of a hammer bounced off the skull is what 

is achieved with the first few swigs.

Elephant doze-off: This brew is something that 

would put an elephant to sleep, is the boast.

Thrashing the wife: This label arose out of 

the sense of courage/bravery/daring that a 

swig or two gives to the tippler....in a women-

empowered society like Kerala, even 50 years 

back, it was quite a message…

There are reportedly other brands also on offer 

nowadays, but not being a regular visitor to 

any of these establishments, I confess I am not 

quite up-to-date.
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Global cues, GDP data spook rupee

The rupee dropped to a historic low of 71 

to the dollar as global factors overwhelmed 

expectations of strong economic growth data. 

The rupee’s fall spooked bond investors as 

well, given the implications of a depreciating 

currency on inflation and therefore on interest 

rates.

The rupee closed at 70.995 a dollar, down 

0.37% from its previous close of 70.74 and the 

10-year benchmark bond yield rose to settle at 

7.95%.

Bond yields could rise further next week as 

a strong first quarter GDP (gross domestic 

product) growth raises the odds for a policy rate 

hike.

The GDP data, released after market hours, 

showed that the economy grew at a brisk pace 

of 8.2% in the June quarter, higher than market 

estimates.

The Bloomberg median estimate of 39 

economists for GDP growth for Q1 was 7.6% 

compared with 7.7% in the March quarter. 

Gross value added was estimated at 7.5% 

by Bloomberg.

GDP grew at 5.6% in the same quarter of last 

year, following the implementation of the goods 

and services tax.

The 10-year bond yield stood at 7.952% on 

Friday, from its Thursday’s close of 7.931%. 

Bond yields and prices move in opposite 

directions.

A bullish GDP with growth closer to 8% is 

negative for the bond markets as expectations 

of a rate hike increase, said Ashutosh Khajuria, 

executive director and chief financial officer at 

Federal Bank. “I believe anything above 7.7% 

(GDP growth) is going to put pressure on bond 

Economy
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yields,” he said.

The rupee has lost 9.98% since the beginning of 

this year, becoming the worst performing Asian 

unit. The sharp depreciation has made imports 

expensive and could widen the current account 

deficit in the coming quarters lest exports revive 

in a big way. Market participants forecast the 

rupee to remain weak for the rest of the year.

Khajuria said that the rupee is expected to 

remain within the range of 70.5-71.5 against 

the dollar. “When the speculative bets increase, 

the momentum takes it beyond what it deserves 

and that could be happening with the rupee right 

now. If you compare today’s levels with that of 

five years ago, there is about 7% depreciation 

in the value,” he said.

Anindya Banerjee, foreign-exchange analyst 

at Kotak Securities, said the rupee is taking 

cues from oil as Brent is hovering close to 

$78 a barrel. According to traders, the rupee’s 

drop spurred dollar-selling by state-run banks, 

probably on behalf of the central bank, but this 

could not curb the losses. The Reserve Bank 

of India’s (RBI’s) interventions have not been 

significant in the forex market, traders said.

There is a lot of uncertainty on how the currency 

is likely to settle, how the liquidity in the system 

is likely to be and whether any intervention is 

required from RBI, according to Ajay Manglunia, 

head (fixed income advisory) at Edelweiss 

Financial Services.

“At present we are seeing limited intervention 

from the central bank and the rupee is settling 

down by itself. The rupee is being driven more 

by global sentiments as the US dollar has been 

strengthening globally,” he said.

The Dollar Index, which measures the US 

currency’s strength against major currencies, 

was trading at 94.792, up 0.07% from its 

previous close of 94.723.

Manglunia said global trade disputes and rising 

crude oil prices are also affecting bond yields. 

Bond yields have risen 142 basis points (bps) in 

the last one year, as against a 50 bps hike in the 

central bank’s policy rate in the same period.

Meanwhile, foreign investors have sold $342.57 

million and $8.08 billion in equity and debt 

markets in 2018, respectively.

The benchmark Sensex was down around 45 

points at close. Since January, it has gained 
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over 13.47%.

Asian currencies were trading lower. The 

South Korean won lost 0.389%, Singapore 

dollar 0.248%, Indonesian rupiah 0.204%, 

Taiwan dollar 0.101%, Philippine peso 0.086%, 

Malaysian ringgit 0.085% and Hong Kong dollar 

0.001%.

‘Mauritius tops India’s FDI charts again’

Mauritius remained the top source of foreign 

direct investment (FDI) into India in 2017-18 

followed by Singapore, whereas total FDI stood 

at $37.36 billion in the financial year, a marginal 

rise over the $36.31 billion recorded in the 

previous fiscal, according to RBI data.

While FDI from Mauritius totalled $13.41 billion 

as against $13.38 billion in the previous year, 

inflows from Singapore rose to $9.27 billion 

from $6.52 billion. FDI from the Netherlands 

declined marginally to $2.67 billion as against 

$3.23 billion a year earlier.

Provisional data for the fiscal ended March 

revealed that FDI into the manufacturing sector 

witnessed a substantial decline to $7.06 billion, 

as against $11.97 billion a year earlier.

However, FDI into communication services 

rose to $8.8 billion in FY18 from $5.8 billion. 

The inflows into retail and wholesale trade also 

shot up to $4.47 billion as against $2.77 billion, 

while financial services too saw a rise to $4.07 

billion from $3.73 billion in the previous year. 

“The fact that these sectors accounted for more 

than 50% of total FDI of $37.36 billion in 2017-

18 reflects the global interest in new areas, 

including online marketplaces and financial 

technologies,” said Assocham in a statement.

SEBI’s KYC circular could impact stocks, 

rupee: AMRI

The Indian stock markets could tumble and 

the rupee may fall further ahead of the general 

elections if a contentious KYC circular issued by 

the stock market regulator is not scrapped soon, 

a body of influential foreign funds, managed by 

persons and institutions of Indian origin, has 

warned.

Seeking an intervention from the highest 

level of the government, the Asset Managers’ 

Roundtable of India (AMRI) has said that the 

circular issued by the Securities Exchange 

Board of India (SEBI) this April on enhancing 

the KYC norms for foreign portfolio investors 
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(FPIs), has ended up placing a blanket ban 

on investments through funds managed by 

overseas citizens of India (OCI cardholders), 

Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs), NRIs and even 

regulated domestic institutions.

Extended deadline

Such funds oversee about $75 billion of 

investments in the Indian market out of the 

total estimated foreign portfolio investments of 

$450 billion. SEBI has extended the August 31 

deadline, for compliance with its directive, to 

December 31.

“The government may be keen to fix money 

laundering and nobody questions the need 

for KYC norms, but this circular also ends up 

treating all NRI fund managers as possible 

conduits for money laundering,” said Nishith 

Desai of Nishith Desai Associates, a law firm.

“These are funds mobilised by reputed fund 

managers of Indian origin and all of that will be 

disqualified one fine morning on January 1,” he 

added.

Mr. Desai said the total amount of investments 

affected could go as high as $100 billion-150 

billion.

The AMRI has met SEBI Chairman Ajay Tyagi 

as well as Finance Ministry mandarins to 

understand the objectives behind the circular 

but is still awaiting clarity on what they have 

termed an ‘existential crisis’ for several India-

focused funds.

On August 29, AMRI had written a fresh letter 

expressing its concerns to the SEBI Chairman.

Reserve Bank tightens ombudsman 

scheme

The Reserve Bank of India has tightened 

the banking ombudsman scheme with the 

objective to strengthen the grievance redressal 

mechanism for customers.

The banking regulator has asked all commercial 

banks having 10 or more banking outlets to 

have an independent internal ombudsman (IO) 

to review customer complaints that are either 

partly or fully rejected by the banks.

“The IO shall, inter alia, examine customer 

complaints which are in the nature of deficiency 

in service on the part of the bank, that are partly 

or wholly rejected by the bank,” RBI said in a 

statement. The instructions are not applicable 
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for Regional Rural Banks sponsored by 

commercial banks.

As banks should internally escalate complaints 

that are not fully redressed to their respective 

IOs before conveying the final decision to the 

complainant, customers need not approach the 

IO directly, the RBI said.

Fixed term

According to bankers, the Internal Ombudsman 

Scheme of 2018 mandates banks to grant a 

fixed term of three to five years, which cannot be 

renewed, to the IO. The IO can be removed only 

with prior approval from RBI. The remuneration 

would have to be decided by the customer sub-

committee of the board.

‘FDI norms hampering our India plan’

Qatar Airways is interested in launching an airline 

in India, but the Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) 

policy for the aviation sector in the country is an 

impediment for the global carrier, the airline’s 

Group CEO Akbar Al Baker said.

The FDI policy allows a foreign entity to own 

100% stake in an Indian airline, but a foreign 

airline can own only up to 49%. The Qatar-

based carrier had announced it was interested 

in setting up an airline in India, last year in 

March.

“We are told as an airline you can only own 

49%. But Qatar Investment Authority (QIA) can 

own 100%. However, QIA is the owner of Qatar 

Airways. So, then again, it becomes a chicken 

and egg story. So, we really don’t know what 

is allowed and what is not,” Mr. Baker said at a 

media round table at the International Aviation 

Summit. He said while Qatar Airways intended 

to own 49% in a domestic carrier based in India, 

the rest could be owned by QIA. But, regulatory 

authorities were opposed to the arrangement.

“They [Indian regulatory agency] said no. Once 

an airline is involved, you can’t. But what is the 

difference?” he asked. He called the Indian FDI 

norms “confusing” and said that the rationale 

behind distinguishing investment from a foreign 

player and an airline defied logic.

“As a foreigner, I could today own 100% in 

Indian carrier and tomorrow I may go and invest 

somewhere else also in foreign airline. Then, I 

become an owner of a foreign carrier. So what 

happens to my investment here?” he wondered.
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He added that Qatar Airways would not wait 

indefinitely for clarity on the legalese of FDI 

norms. When asked if the window for that was 

12 months, he said, “I hope.” The airline could 

also look at partnering with an Indian carrier, 

but only with a strong player like IndiGo. “Only 

IndiGo. Simply because it is an efficiently run 

airline, it is a profitable airline. And when we 

want to invest, we want to invest in a success 

story.”

If efforts to either set up a carrier in India or 

partner with an Indian airline did not fructify, 

then it would just have to abandon investing in 

India, he said.

‘AI stake’

On whether the airline would be interested in 

picking up stakes in Air India, the CEO said that 

Qatar Airways could look at acquiring the Indian 

carrier along with a strong partner, but without 

the baggage. While the huge debt of Air India 

was not an issue and could be restructured, 

the Qatar-based carrier would not be interested 

in acquiring the round handling, catering and 

engineering arms of the national carrier, he 

said.

FPI outflow concerns preposterous: 

SEBI

A day after an association of foreign funds 

warned of a potential outflow of $75 billion from 

the Indian equity markets over a circular issued 

by the Securities and Exchange Board of India 

(SEBI) in April, policymakers brushed aside 

the concerns with the capital market watchdog 

terming the claims “preposterous and highly 

irresponsible.”

“It is preposterous and highly irresponsible 

to claim that $75 billion of Foreign Portfolio 

Investment (FPI) will move out of the country 

because of SEBI’s circular issued in April 2018,” 

said a SEBI statement.

Later in the day, Subhash Chandra Garg, 

Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs, 

said that the issue was not so complex and that 

non-resident Indians (NRIs) were allowed to 

invest directly in the Indian markets.

“There is nothing in operation at this moment. I 

do not know what this ado is all about. It is not 

that complex,” he told reporters in New Delhi.

“NRIs are permitted to invest in Indian 
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securities. There is a limit of 5% up to which 

NRIs can invest in a single security. When NRIs 

try to manage funds from others through fund 

management and register as an FPI ... that is 

where this issue [comes up]. So, if some NRI is 

a beneficial owner, then that has been defined. 

If you have economic interests as well as you 

manage, that is not permissible,” explained Mr. 

Garg.

On April 10, SEBI issued a circular stating that 

entities such as NRIs, Persons of Indian Origin 

(PIO) and Overseas Citizens of India (OCI) 

cannot be beneficial owners (BOs) of any FPI.

It further stated that FPIs that do not comply 

with the framework would be given six months 

to either change their structure or wind up their 

positions in India. Last month, SEBI extended 

the deadline to December 31 to comply with the 

new norms.

‘Wrong impression’

According to Nandita Parker, president of 

Asset Managers Roundtable of India, which 

is spearheading the ongoing move to make 

policymakers review the framework, the circular 

is creating an impression that all NRIs and 

resident fund managers managing funds are 

facilitating tainted monies without any empirical 

study or evidence.

“The core issue is the definition of Beneficial 

Ownership and its use on placing investment 

restrictions. If that issue is not resolved in a 

time bound manner, the affected FPIs will 

have to take requisite actions that may include 

liquidation and naturally it will have impact on 

the market and on FPI flows into India,” Ms. 

Parker told The Hindu.

“It is also to be recognised that the circular is 

causing an existential crisis for NRI (including 

foreign nationals who are OCI/PIO) fund 

managers and resident fund managers who 

have invested huge time and resources in 

attracting foreign investment into India,” added 

Ms. Parker, who is also the general partner of 

Karma Capital Management LLC.

Taxes on jet fuel choking airlines: IATA

Taxes on jet fuel in India along with lack of 

competition for fuel suppliers at airports are 

“strangling the lifeblood from the airlines,” 

International Air Transport Association (IATA) 
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Director General and CEO Alexander de Juniac 

said.

IATA also expressed concerns over the 

Goods and Services Tax (GST) imposed on 

international flight tickets. Mr. Juniac said that 

such a levy “weakens India’s competitiveness 

by raising the cost of connectivity.”

At present, 5% GST is levied on economy class 

tickets and 12% on business class tickets for 

international travel. The recent spurt in fuel 

prices has led to industry players reiterating the 

additional burden imposed on Indian players, 

who also have to pay extra taxes on ATF.

“Fuel accounts for about 24.2% of an airline’s 

average cost structure. In India, it is 34%, 

making India’s carriers particularly sensitive in 

this area. All airlines are already suffering from 

the rise in fuel prices and India’s regulatory and 

tax framework around fuel hits airlines serving 

this market harder,” Mr. Juniac said, addressing 

the International Aviation Summit.

SEBI to review FPI diktat after panel 

submissions

The Securities and Exchange Board of India 

(SEBI) will soon review its circular issued in 

April that barred Non-Resident Indians (NRIs), 

among others, from managing funds they invest 

in India.

The circular became contentious with an 

industry body estimating that it could lead to 

outflows of $75 billion, though the regulator 

brushed aside any such concerns.

The capital markets regulator said that a working 

group constituted under H.R. Khan, former RBI 

deputy governor, met with industry participants 

and would soon give its recommendations to 

SEBI, which would then review the entire matter.

“The working group has heard various 

stakeholders, has held consultations, and is 

in the process of giving its recommendations. 

Ministry of Finance, Government of India, has 

also been consulted on various issues. Based 

on these inputs, SEBI would review the matter 

and shortly take a holistic view,” SEBI said in a 

statement. On April 10, SEBI issued a circular 

stating that entities like NRIs, Person of Indian 

Origin (PIO) and Overseas Citizen of India 

(OCI) cannot be the beneficial owners of any 

foreign portfolio investor (FPI).
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Six-month deadline

It further stated that FPIs that did not comply 

with the framework would be given six months 

to either change their structure or wind up their 

positions in India. Last month, SEBI extended 

the deadline till December 31.

 , the Asset Managers Roundtable of India 

(AMRI) said that the SEBI diktat was “opaque” 

and that it “distrusts” the NRI community. Hence, 

the regulator should review it.

India’s interests secured in new pact: 

officials

With Thursday’s Communications Compatibility 

and Security Agreement (COMCASA), India 

has concluded three of the four foundational 

agreements with the U.S. that had been planned 

for years.

India has already signed two of them – General 

Security Of Military Information Agreement 

(GSOMIA) in 2002 and the Logistics Exchange 

Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA) in 2016.

The COMCASA will allow the U.S. to 

transfer specialised equipment for encrypted 

communications for U.S.-origin platforms like 

C-17, C-130 and P-8I aircraft. It comes into 

force immediately and is valid for 10 years. 

Sources said a person-in-charge will be 

specially designated in U.S. Central Command 

for coordination between India and the U.S. on 

this.

Officials said the government had negotiated 

an India-specific agreement and “specific 

additional provisions” had been incorporated 

in the text to safeguard security and national 

interests.

“While the text of COMCASA is confidential, 

we have ensured that we have full access 

to the relevant equipment and there will be 

no disruptions. Data acquired through such 

systems cannot be disclosed or transferred to 

any person or entity without India’s consent. 

Both countries will implement this agreement 

in a manner that is consistent with the national 

security interests of the other,” an official source 

said. India and the U.S. will also hold a first-

ever tri service joint exercise on the east coast 

of India in 2019, Defence Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman announced.

Role for private sector
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Ms. Sitharaman and Secretary of Defence 

James N. Mattis also announced their readiness 

to begin negotiations on an Industrial Security 

Annex (ISA) that would allow Indian private 

sector to collaborate with the U.S. defence 

industry.

The GSOMIA allows sharing of classified 

information from the U.S. government and 

American companies with the Indian government 

and defence Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) 

but not with Indian private companies.

To further defence innovation, a Memorandum 

of Intent was signed between the U.S. Defense 

Innovation Unit (DIU) and the Indian Defence 

Innovation Organization – Innovation for 

Defence Excellence (DIO-iDEX), which will 

look into joint projects for co-production and 

co-development projects through the Defense 

Technology and Trade Initiative (DTTI).

Ahead of the 10th anniversary of the 26/11 

terror strikes in Mumbai, India and the U.S. 

resolved to combat international terrorism and 

asked Pakistan to bring those responsible for 

recent acts of terrorism against India to justice.

ONGC finds oil, gas reserves in MP, WB; 

to open 2 new basins in India

Oil and Natural Gas Corp. has made oil and 

gas discoveries in Madhya Pradesh and West 

Bengal that may potentially open up two 

sedimentary basins in the country, Director for 

exploration Ajay Kumar Dwivedi said. ONGC 

had previously opened six out of India’s seven 

producing basins for commercial production. It 

is in the process of adding the eighth by putting 

Kutch offshore on the oil and gas map of India.

Global trade war sends stocks into a free 

fall

A combination of global and domestic factors 

affected investor sentiment   with the benchmark 

indices registering their biggest single-day fall 

in almost six months. While renewed concerns 

over an escalation of trade war between the 

U.S. and China pulled down global markets, the 

domestic markets were further spooked by the 

unabated fall in the rupee that touched a new 

low.

The 30-share Sensex lost more than 500 points 

during intra-day trades as most of the index 
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heavyweights witnessed selling pressure with 

bank stocks facing the maximum brunt. The 

index ended the day lower by 467.65 points, 

or 1.22%, at 37,922.17. This was the biggest 

single-day fall for the Sensex since March 23

State Bank of India (SBI), IndusInd Bank, Kotak 

Mahindra Bank along with HDFC Bank were 

among the top losers in the Sensex. While as 

many as 26 stocks in the Sensex pack ended 

in the red, the overall market breadth was also 

weak with almost 1,700 stocks declining as 

against 1,041 gainers.

Meanwhile, the broader Nifty settled at 

11,438.10, down 151 points or 1.30% , its 

biggest single-day fall since March 16.

“Weak global cues, combined with widening 

trade deficit due to continuous fall in rupee, 

dampened the sentiment,” said Jayant Manglik, 

president, Religare Broking.

Reports suggest that the Donald Trump 

administration is preparing for a massive trade 

war with China by slapping tariffs on Chinese 

goods worth more than $500 billion. This led to 

most of the Asian markets trade in the red   with 

the benchmark indices of Hong Kong, Taiwan 

and China losing more than 1% each.

Widening CAD

Back in India, the rupee closed at a new low 

of 72.45 per dollar   on the back of a widening 

current account deficit, rising oil prices and the 

possible trade war. Incidentally, global financial 

major UBS has revised its year-end rupee 

forecast to 73 per dollar against the earlier 

forecast of 66 per dollar.

UBS had also revised its FY19 current account 

deficit forecast to 2.7% of the GDP from the 

earlier 2.5%. This, according to UBS, would put 

India’s balance of payment deficit at about 1% 

of the GDP – a level seen for the first time in 

seven years.

In the equity market, foreign investors have 

been net sellers of Indian shares worth Rs. 

884 crore till Friday. They remained net buyers 

during the previous two consecutive months, 

buying shares worth more than Rs. 4,000 crore.

Google wants more time to meet data 

storage norms

Technology giant Google has sought two more 

months from the Indian government to comply 
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with RBI guidelines mandating storing of data 

by digital payment services providers locally.

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI), in April this 

year, had directed payment system operators 

to store all data, including full end-to-end 

transaction details and information collected, 

within India. The service providers were given 

six months till October 15 to comply.

“Google CEO Sundar Pichai in a recent 

meeting, informed Electronics and IT Minister 

Ravi Shankar Prasad that their digital payments 

platform Google Pay, will comply with all Indian 

regulations,” a senior IT Ministry official said.

“He, however, also asked additional time 

of about two months to comply with these 

regulations, including storing of financial data in 

India,” the official added. The Minister met Mr. 

Pichai at the U.S. during his visit last month. 

A Google spokesperson did not confirm the 

development. However, the spokesperson said, 

“We maintain that cross border data flows today 

are ubiquitous and an essential phenomenon for 

global economic activity and universal access 

to information.”

Economic value

“Soaring data flows generate more economic 

value and hence the socio-economic impact 

of restricting data flows must be thoroughly 

considered while framing any policy. There 

is a need to find practical and contemporary 

solutions to policy issues in line with global best 

practices. we have nothing to add at this point 

of time,” the spokesperson added.

Mr. Pichai, in a letter to the Minister after his 

visit, had also pitched for free flow of data across 

borders. “Free flow of data across borders 

with a focus on user privacy and security will 

encourage start-ups to innovate and expand 

globally and encourage global companies to 

contribute to India’s digital economy,” he had 

said.

Small loans could turn bad: Rajan

Former RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan has 

cautioned that the next crisis in India’s banking 

sector could come from loans given to the 

unorganised micro and small businesses, called 

MUDRA loans, and credit extended through the 

Kisan credit card.

MUDRA loans are offered under the Prime 
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Minister Mudra Yojana or PMMY, launched in 

2015 by the NDA government.

A total of Rs. 6.37 lakh crore has been disbursed 

under the scheme by public and private sector 

banks, regional rural banks and micro-finance 

institutions till date, as per data from the Micro 

Units Development and Refinance Agency 

(MUDRA) website.

Credit targets

In a note on bank non-performing assets (NPAs) 

prepared at the request of Murli Manohar 

Joshi, Chairman of the Parliament Estimates 

Committee, Dr. Rajan said the government 

should refrain from setting ambitious credit 

targets or from waiving loans.

“Both MUDRA loans as well as the Kisan Credit 

Card, while popular, have to be examined more 

closely for potential credit risk,” Dr. Rajan wrote 

in his 17-page note.

He also flagged the Credit Guarantee Scheme 

for MSMEs, run by the Small Industries 

Development Bank of India, calling it “a growing 

contingent liability” that needs to be examined 

with urgency.

He pointed out that most of the bad loans were 

created during 2006-08, a period that coincides 

with the first term of the UPA. “A large number 

of bad loans originated in the period 2006-2008 

when economic growth was strong... it is at such 

times that banks make mistakes,” he wrote.

Countering the BJP, which cited this reference 

to attack the UPA regime, the Congress claimed 

that NPAs of public sector banks were a 

“controllable” Rs. 2.83 lakh crore when the UPA 

demitted office in May 2014 but now it had gone 

up to Rs. 12 lakh crore.

The former RBI Governor also revealed that 

he had shared a list of high-profile fraud cases 

with the Prime Minister’s Office in order to 

“coordinate action to bring at least one or two 

to book” but he did not mention whether it was 

done during the UPA’s time or the NDA’s.

SC orders status quo on RBI’s February 

12 circular

The Supreme Court   ordered status quo on 

the implementation of a February 12 circular 

of the Reserve Bank of India which mandates 

insolvency proceedings for a debt servicing 

default beyond 180 days.
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A Bench of Justices Rohinton F. Nariman and 

Indu Malhotra transferred the cases against the 

RBI circular pending in various High Courts and 

agreed to hear them together in November.

Meanwhile, the apex court ordered that 

insolvency proceedings should not commence 

against the defaulting power companies.

The circular, in a bid to efficiently realise bad 

loans, is part of a revised RBI framework. Power 

firms have argued that the provision was unfair 

as their debt repayment capacity was directly 

linked to revenue from power distribution 

companies and availability of coal, a natural 

resource closely regulated by the State.

The circular had said the revised framework 

was meant for resolution of stressed assets 

in the economy. “In view of the enactment of 

the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016, 

it has been decided to substitute the existing 

guidelines with a harmonised and simplified 

generic framework for resolution of stressed 

assets,” the RBI had said.

If a resolution was not found by August 27, NPA 

accounts were to be sent to bankruptcy courts. 

Banks have exposure of about Rs. 1.74 lakh 

crore to stressed power assets.

What is annuity and how can it be used 

by retired people

An annuity product is a financial instrument that 

gives periodic income for life. Annuity products 

are sold by life insurance companies and help 

address an important concern of regular income 

for retired individuals.

If you have a lump sum already, you can buy 

an immediate annuity product or you can invest 

in pension plans that help you accumulate 

a corpus first and then use the corpus to buy 

an annuity. These are called deferred annuity 

plans. Pension plans offered by life insurance 

companies and even the National Pension 

System (NPS) come in this category because 

they first help you build a corpus and on 

retirement require you to buy an annuity product 

with a part of that corpus.

Immediate annuity, on the other hand, doesn’t 

need you to commit to accumulating a corpus. 

Just take your money and buy an annuity from 

any insurer that provides immediate annuity.

However, when shopping for an annuity product, 
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keep in mind that depending on the type of 

annuity you choose, you get a fixed payout for 

life.

So annuitising the entire retirement corpus 

means you may not be able to inflation-index 

your income.

Land acquired for SEZ remains idle

Around 303 hectares of land acquired by the 

government for establishing a Special Economic 

Zone in the revenue districts of Sedarapet and 

Karasur has remained idle for more than 12 

years.

The Revenue Department had acquired the 

land, mostly agricultural, in 2006 for setting up 

a Special Economic Zone.

Rs. 74 crore for land

The government has incurred Rs. 74 crore on 

land acquisition.

After the land was handed over to the Puducherry 

Industrial Promotion Development and 

Investment Corporation, the government had 

floated a Special Purpose Vehicle, comprising 

the corporation and two private companies. 

Soon the project ran into rough weather with 

the Centre cancelling the setting up of the SEZ 

as the land acquired was not in a contiguous 

area.

The Department of Economic Affairs also 

questioned the process adopted by the 

Puducherry government in constituting the SPV.

The Centre had directed PIPDIC to return the 

land to the Industrial Department.

After the present government came to power, 

in line with its intent to push investment, it had 

decided to use the acquired land for industrial 

purpose.

At a cabinet meeting held on February 6, last 

year, the government had recommended 

returning the land to PIPDIC with a condition 

that it would not be used for SEZ purpose, an 

official said.

However, the Lt Governor kept the decision 

in abeyance considering the controversy the 

project had courted in the past.

A highly placed source in the government 

told The Hindu that the Chief Minister on August 

10 wrote to the Union Ministry of Home Affairs 

seeking its permission to revert the land to 

PIPDIC, which according to the government 
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was the requisition agency for land acquisition.

“The government was planning to hold an 

industrial summit. Without having possession 

of a few acres of land, there was no purpose 

in holding the summit. We were planning 

to showcase the acquired land. We cannot 

compete with other States by providing financial 

subsidies to attract investment due to our 

constraints. At least we could have marketed 

Pondy by telling industrialists that we have a 

land bank,” he said.

A top industrialist said land was so scarce in 

Puducherry for industrial activity. “Keeping such 

a huge vast of land idle for years is a wasteful 

exercise,” he said.

Leader of Communist Party of India (Marxist) V. 

Perumal said it was a colossal waste of money.

The Supreme Court had given a judgement 

that if the land acquired cannot be used for 

the stated purpose, it must be returned to the 

original owners, he said.

“The government has acquired the land for 

industrial purpose. It should be used or returned 

to the farmers,” he said.

Centre hikes ethanol prices

The Centre has hiked ethanol prices, with a 

special incentive for ethanol directly produced 

from 100% sugarcane juice, in a dual bid to 

reduce both surplus sugar production and the 

fuel import bill. The ethanol produced from 

sugar is blended with petrol.

The decision was taken by the Cabinet 

Committee on Economic Affairs at its meeting.

The price of ethanol derived from 100% 

sugarcane juice is raised from Rs. 47.13 to 

Rs. 59.13. The rate for ethanol produced from 

B-heavy — or intermediary — molasses has 

been raised to Rs. 52.43. The rate of ethanol 

produced from C-heavy molasses (which has 

no sugar left), however, has been marginally 

reduced to Rs. 43.46.

By increasing the price difference between 

ethanol with no sugar left and that of fully made 

up of sugar to almost 35%, the Centre has given 

sugar mills a clear incentive to increase ethanol 

production from sugar. In fact, oil marketing 

companies have been told to prioritise ethanol 

from 100% sugarcane juice followed by B-heavy 

molasses, said a statement. The companies 
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will also pay GST and transportation charges, 

it added.

Industry hails decision

Industry lobbyist Indian Sugar Mills Association 

welcomed the move.

“[This] is one of the best steps taken by the 

Government to achieve the dual objective of 

encouraging more production of ethanol as well 

as of reducing some of the surplus sugar. This 

price will compensate for the loss in revenue 

from the sugar sacrificed,” said Abinash Verma, 

director general, ISMA.

BPCL to invest Rs. 40,000 crore in new 

petrochemicals plant

State-owned Bharat Petroleum Corporation 

Limited (BPCL) is planning to set up a Rs. 

40,000-crore petrochemicals plant at Rasayani 

in Raigad District of Maharashtra to manufacture 

polypropylene (PP) and polyethylene.

The company also plans to shift its LPG bottling 

plant, storage facilities and bitumen plant to 

Rasayani, 60 km away from its Mumbai plant.

BPCL refineries in Mumbai and Kochi reported 

couple of fire incidents in the past. The relocation 

would de-risk the refinery and reduce the 

movement of LPG tankers around the Mumbai 

city area by 43%.

R. Ramachandran,Director Refineries, BPCL, 

told The Hindu that the Rasayani plant was at 

pre-investment stage. “We are doing feasibility 

study. The main project is to have a PP plant and 

ethylene cracker. We plan to have 700 acres 

of land of which 250 acres have been acquired 

from Hindustan Organics. In the first stage, we 

plan to set up 450 ktpa propylene unit. In the 

second stage, we are looking for 1.5 mtpa for 

polyethylene,” he said.

Phased investment

BPCL CMD D. Rajkumar said, “We plan to invest 

up to Rs. 40,000 crore in a phased manner. The 

matter will be taken up by the board. We have 

gone to board and taken approval for petchem 

strategy. Our petchem strategy is frozen. All 

OMCs are moving towards petchem.”

BPCL is also planning to build a petrochemical 

plant at its Bina refinery.

Family-owned firms fare better: CSRI

Indian family-owned businesses are among the 
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best in Asia, accounting for more than 50% of 

the top 30 performers in terms of growth and 

profitability.

Further, with a total of 111 companies and a 

market capitalisation of $839 billion, India is the 

third largest market globally in terms of number 

of family-owned companies, according to a 

latest study.

Shares of Indian family-owned companies 

generated an average annual return of 13.9% 

since 2006, compared to 6% recorded by their 

non-family-owned peers, and such Indian firms, 

on an average, generated some of the highest 

absolute cash flow returns on investment across 

Asia-ex Japan group, showed an analysis by 

Credit Suisse Research Institute (CSRI).

Companies such as Bajaj Finance, Page 

Industries, Eicher Motors, Berger Paints, 

MRF, Ashok Leyland, Natco Pharma, Pidilite 

Industries and Dewan Housing Finance are 

among those that made to the top list.

Further, India was ranked number three with 111 

companies, with the top spot being occupied by 

China with 159 companies, followed by the U.S. 

with 121.

Longer-term trend

“The longer-term trend of out-performance 

of family-owned companies is clear... having 

delivered cumulative excess returns in every 

region and sector since 2006,” the report said.

The trend could be due to superior financial 

performance driven by the longer-term focus 

that family-owned companies appear to have, 

according to CSRI.

“The surveys show that family-owned companies 

have a greater focus on long-term quality growth 

than non-family-owned companies. Greater 

family ownership also tends to increase the use 

of longer-term financial targets for management 

remuneration and family-owned companies 

prefer conservative funding structures for 

investments,” it explained.

The study defines a family business as one 

where either direct shareholding by founders or 

descendants is at least 20% or the voting rights 

held by the founders or descendants is at least 

20%.

Interestingly, the study further found that 

family-owned companies across emerging 

markets were much younger than their peers in 
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developed markets.

Does U.S. want India to import more?

President Donald Trump came to power partly 

on the promise that he will create more jobs 

and that other countries would not thrive at the 

expense of the U.S. In his dealings with the rest 

of the world, he has made it amply clear that if 

the U.S. buys more from another country than 

what that country buys from the U.S., America 

loses; something he does not want. That spirit 

has spurred his move to impose higher duties on 

imports to spur local manufacture and increase 

jobs in the U.S. The same spirit is also behind 

the move to pressure India to import at least 

$10 billion a year more from the U.S. over the 

next three years.

How much do we buy?

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, India 

imported $25.7 billion from the U.S. in 2017 

while it exported $48.6 billion to the largest 

economy in the world. The U.S.’s latest demand 

means it wants India to cut its trade deficit with 

the American nation by close to half, through 

increased purchases of civilian aircraft and 

natural gas. Between 2014 and 2017, India’s 

trade deficit with the U.S. has hovered over 

$23-24 billion annually. In 2017, it dropped by 

$1.5 billion compared with 2016, due to higher 

imports from the U.S. Till July this year, India’s 

deficit ran to $13.2 billion, not significantly 

different from the $13.6 billion for the same 

period a year earlier.

Where does China stand?

Juxtapose those figures against China’s trade 

deficit with the U.S. — it was $375.6 billion 

for 2017. Mr. Trump is targeting imports from 

China (which, in his opinion, are taking jobs 

away from Americans) and has imposed duties 

on $50 billion worth of Chinese exports to the 

U.S. China has reacted with similar duties on 

imports from the U.S. With duties impending 

on another $200 billion worth of trade, he has 

most recently said his administration has lined 

up action on a third lot of $267 billion worth of 

Chinese imports into the U.S. This has roiled 

markets globally as trade wars benefit none. 

In the U.S.’s own case, for example, duties on 

solar panels, being sourced from China, have 

led to the sector forecasting a slower growth 
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and flagging a loss of 23,000 jobs — the exact 

opposite of what Mr. Trump wanted.

Is it helping the U.S.?

The tough stance of the U.S. is significant. 

Reports suggest that the administration has 

wrought a miracle of sorts. The U.S. economy 

has returned to life: the GDP is growing at a 

3%-plus rate; unemployment rate is near a 50-

year low; the stock market has jumped 27% 

amid a surge in corporate profits. Many critics, 

including some from his Republican Party, have 

said this is not sustainable and that government 

spending, which is driving a part of the revival, 

will peter out in 2019. Some predict that the 

U.S. could even see a recession in 2020.

How does it affect India?

If this happens, it could be disastrous for 

India — not only will India’s exports to the 

U.S. suffer, but it would have wasted precious 

dollar resources in signing up for imports under 

pressure. Even if the U.S. continued to grow, an 

increase in imports by India, merely to address 

the trade gap, would have a telling effect on 

the exchange rate. Indian government officials 

have estimated an extra $26 billion expenditure 

due to rising oil prices. Oil importers buy dollars 

to pay for their imports. That has contributed 

significantly to the falling rupee, which has lost 

as much as 14% this year, making it the worst 

performing currency in Asia. Spending an extra 

$10 billion a year on imports from the U.S. would 

mean further pressure on the rupee.

A falling rupee makes life difficult for other 

Indian importers. This would have a domino 

effect on the rest of the economy. Rising prices 

could dampen consumer demand, resulting in 

poorer profit margins for industry.

Dena Bank, Vijaya Bank, BoB to merge

The government   proposed the amalgamation 

of state-owned Bank of Baroda (BoB), Dena 

Bank and Vijaya Bank to create India’s third-

largest bank. The move is part of the reforms 

initiated in the public sector banking segment.

The decision was taken at a meeting of a 

ministerial panel (called Alternative Mechanism), 

headed by Finance Minister Arun Jaitley, that 

oversees merger proposals of state-owned 

banks. The other members of the panel include 

Railways Minister Piyush Goyal and Defence 
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Minister Nirmala Sitharaman.

“This major decision was taken by [the] 

Alternative Mechanism today to amalgamate 

Bank of Baroda, Dena Bank and Vijaya Bank. 

While making this suggestion, we have borne 

in mind that we don’t want a merger of what are 

relatively weak banks,” Mr. Jaitley said, adding, 

“You can have two well-performing banks 

absorbing a weak one in the amalgamation 

process and hopefully, creating a mega bank 

which will be sustainable, whose lending ability 

will be far higher.”

The decision on amalgamating the three 

government banks follows the merger of the 

five associate banks of State Bank of India 

with itself. The government had also moved to 

offload its majority stake in IDBI Bank to Life 

Insurance Corporation of India.

Dena Bank under PCA

Asked about the choice of banks, Mr. Jaitley 

said this was the government’s assessment 

because one of the banks [Dena Bank] had 

been placed under the prompt corrective action 

framework.

“We want to save all the banks. When you 

make a merger, you want to make sure that the 

merged entity is a stronger entity. Therefore, 

our capacity to subsume that weaker bank 

into the merged entity, which will be a stronger 

bank, is the principal factor that weighs with the 

government. Of course, we see the all India 

expanse and so on…”

He added that the government would now await 

the response of the banks to the proposal.

“The Alternative Mechanism took the view that 

aspirations of the fastest-growing economy 

have to be supported by stronger and globally 

competitive banks with increased choices to 

the stakeholders. Accordingly, it was decided to 

consolidate the three banks,” said Rajiv Kumar, 

Secretary, Department of Financial Services.

Enumerating the benefits, Mr. Kumar added 

that the proposal entailed that the amalgamated 

entity would be the third largest in India. “It would 

be a strong competitive bank with economies of 

scale. The entity would also be positioned for a 

substantial rise in customer base, market reach 

and operational efficiency.”

The Secretary added that the employee 

interests would be protected and brand equity 
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preserved. “Capital support, if any, to make it a 

big and global bank will be ensured,” he added.

As a backgrounder to the decision, Mr. Jaitley 

added that the PSBs were too many in number 

and bank lending stood at Rs. 55 lakh crore by 

2014. Before, 2008, the total amount of bank 

lending stood at Rs. 18 lakh crore, he said.

“The nature of the lending was as if there was 

no tomorrow,” the Minister said. “The banks 

have to be emptied before 2014. And that took 

its toll on the economy. This was accompanied 

by another step which was really to sweep the 

NPAs below the carpet so that the real picture 

does not come out. NPAs worth Rs. 8.5 lakh 

crore were shown to be Rs. 2 lakh crore,” the 

Minister claimed.

Asked about the increasing fuel prices coupled 

with declining value of the rupee against the 

dollar, Mr. Jaitley said, “These are impacts of 

a very significant global phenomenon that are 

going on. You have at least three [factors], if not 

more, globally coming on the nature of things 

happening.

Squeeze on oil output

“One is the squeeze which has been put on oil 

production, upsetting the demand-supply ratio 

which is increasing the crude oil prices.

“The second is the trade war and we don’t 

know when we are going to see the end of it. It 

impacts a major country in our region — China, 

and that, of course, creates an upheaval in 

this region. The third is the internal economic 

decisions of the U.S., which are leading to 

further strengthening of the dollar,” he added.

ECB norms eased to stem rupee fall

The RBI has eased norms for raising funds 

through external commercial borrowing in a 

move seen to arrest the sharp fall in the rupee. 

The decision is in line with the government’s 

announcement last week to address the 

widening the current account deficit.

As per the new norms, manufacturing 

firms can raise ECB upto $50 million with a 

minimum average maturity period of one year, 

as compared to three years earlier. Further, 

earlier banks were allowed to underwrite rupee 

denominated bonds issued overseas for not 

more than 5% of the issue size after 6 months 

of the issue. Now that limit has been removed 

though prudential norms will apply.
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Insolvency cases: SC to decide when to 

step in

The Supreme Court   said it would have to lay 

down some laws on what stage the adjudicating 

authority, appellate authority and the apex 

court could interfere in insolvency resolution 

proceedings.

A Bench of Justice Rohinton Fali Nariman and 

Justice Indu Malhotra made the remarks while 

hearing petitions filed by ArcelorMittal and 

NuMetal challenging each another’s eligibility to 

bid for debt-ridden Essar Steel Limited, against 

which a Corporate Insolvency Resolution 

Process was initiated last year.

“We have to lay down some laws here,” the 

Bench said adding, “Ultimately the idea of the 

court is this huge financial debt is recovered. If 

it is possible to salvage the workers, we will do 

so.”

‘Pay dues first’

During the hearing, senior advocate Mukul 

Rohatgi, for VTB-backed NuMetal, said 

ArcelorMittal was not qualified to bid on account 

of Uttam Galva. “If you are the promoters than 

you must pay the dues of the companies,” Mr. 

Rohatgi said.

Plug tax gaps in consent route: SEBI

The Securities and Exchange Board of India 

(SEBI) wants the government to amend the 

Income Tax Act to plug loopholes wherein 

individuals and companies managed to avail 

tax benefits on the money paid to the regulator 

to settle matters under the consent mechanism.

The regulator had already taken up the matter 

with the government highlighting cases where 

entities showed the settlement amount paid to 

the SEBI as a deductible business expense to 

lower their taxable income and thereby the tax 

liability. “A committee formed to review consent 

framework has highlighted this issue and we 

are taking it up with the government. We do not 

think that a company should be allowed to use 

this [settlement money] for tax benefits,” said a 

senior SEBI official.

Past instances

The past has seen at least three instances 

wherein such a tax benefit was availed by 

entities that settled their respective matters with 

the SEBI through the consent mechanism that 
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involves paying a monetary penalty.

In February 2016, the Income Tax department 

allowed Anil Ambani to treat Rs. 50 crore 

paid as settlement charges to the SEBI as an 

expenditure. Later on, the I-T Appellate Tribunal 

upheld the observation of the tax department.

In other two instances, Pranav Securities and 

Reliance Share & Stock Brokers claimed such 

similar tax benefits. The premise put forth by the 

tax authorities was that the settlement amount 

was not a penalty and the money had been paid 

without admission of guilt.

A section of experts, meanwhile, believe that 

companies should be allowed to treat the 

settlement amount as an expense since such 

payouts are part of the compliance cost.

“A company should be allowed to treat the 

settlement amount as an expense. From a 

company perspective, it should be allowed 

as an expense since there are hundreds of 

compliance requirements for a company. And 

errors should be allowed as a business expense, 

much like business errors which have a cost,” 

said Sandeep Parekh, founder, Finsec Law 

Advisors. “But if the matter relates to fraud or 

misrepresentation or there is a personal liability 

then the company should anyway not be asked 

to pay and the individual should be liable.”

Interestingly, such settlement amounts are non-

deductible under U.S. laws where the Securities 

Exchange Commission has clearly laid down 

that applicants cannot seek any kind of tax 

credit on such amount paid to the regulator.

SEBI revises KYC norms for foreign 

portfolio investors

The Securities and Exchange Board of India 

(SEBI) has announced the revised guidelines 

for know your client (KYC) requirement for 

foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) allowing non-

resident Indians (NRIs), resident Indians (RIs) 

and overseas citizens of India (OCIs) to be part 

of such FPIs investing in India.

Such NRIs, OCIs and RIs can be part of a FPI 

if their aggregate holding in such an overseas 

fund is less than 50% of the corpus of the fund. 

Further, the individual share of such entities 

cannot exceed 25% in an FPI.

“Contributions by NRI/ OCI/ RI, including those 

of NRI/ OCI/ RI controlled investment manager, 

should be below 25% from a single NRI/ OCI/ 
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RI and in aggregate should be below 50% to 

corpus of FPI,” SEBI said in a circular issued 

on Friday.

More importantly, the regulator has also laid 

down that FPIs can be controlled by investment 

managers that are owned or controlled by NRIs, 

OCIs or RIs. Such, investment managers, 

however, need to be properly regulated in their 

home jurisdiction and also registered with the 

SEBI.

Time to fulfill norms

Existing FPIs will be given two years’ time — 

from the date the new regulations come into 

force — to fulfill the new eligibility criteria. Also, 

in case of a temporary breach of the norms, 

the entity will get 90 days to comply with the 

regulations.

Meanwhile, FPIs will be subject to periodic 

review and any change in material information 

or disclosure would warrant such a review. For 

category II and III FPIs from high risk jurisdictions, 

KYC review would be done annually, said SEBI.

Markets hit the panic button over fear of 

fresh defaults

Driven by fears about fresh defaults from non-

banking finance companies and regulatory 

restrictions on housing finance companies, the 

stock markets went into panic mode on Friday.

The Sensex swung 1,500 points between its 

high and low points during the day, eventually 

recovering to end at 36,841.60 points, down 

by 279.62 points compared with Wednesday’s 

close.

The recovery was driven by institutional buying, 

led by mutual funds, in select index stocks.

The broader Nifty lost 91.25 points to close at 

11,143.10, after touching a low of 10,866.45.

Biggest loser

In the Sensex pack, Yes Bank was the biggest 

loser shedding more than 34% during intraday 

trades with most brokerages reviewing their 

outlook on the stock after the Reserve Bank of 

India (RBI) allowed Rana Kapoor to continue 

as the managing director and chief executive 

officer (CEO) only till January 31, 2019.

It closed at Rs. 227.05, or down 28.71%, 

as brokerages including Kotak Institutional 

Equities, Motilal Oswal Financial Services and 

Edelweiss Securities, all lowered their target 
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price on the stock.

Market participants say that the already brittle 

investor sentiment due to the news flow on 

debt defaults was aggravated by the talk about 

restrictions on housing finance companies.

While there was no official word from the RBI, 

stocks like Dewan Housing Finance Corporation 

(DHFL) and Indiabulls Housing Finance took a 

hit, falling 42.43% and 8.18% respectively.

Incidentally, DSP Mutual Fund sold DHFL 

paper worth about Rs. 300 crore in the past few 

days though it clarified that it was done only to 

reduce the overall maturity and not related to 

any concerns related to DHFL.

Market rumours

“What we saw was panic selling on the back 

of market rumours related to housing finance 

companies. The sudden fall was such that it 

triggered stop losses,” said Arun Kejriwal of 

Kejriwal Research & Investment Services.

“While people were expecting some kind of 

euphoria before peaking out, that did not 

happen. Today’s lows are, however, unlikely to 

be violated in the near term,” added Mr. Kejriwal.

Stocks like IL&FS Transportation Networks, 

Indiabulls Real Estate, LIC Housing Finance, 

IL&FS Investment Managers and Infibeam 

Avenues all ended the day deep in the red.

Algorithmic trades

Interestingly, there was also a buzz that the 

massive intraday fall in the Sensex during the 

afternoon session was on account of a bunch 

of algorithmic trades that quickly escalated 

the magnitude of the fall. The overall market 

breadth was extremely weak with almost 2,200 

stocks in the red as against only 542 gainers.

Dena board clears merger with BoB and 

Vijaya Bank

The board of Dena Bank   cleared the merger 

proposal with Bank of Baroda and Vijaya Bank 

that was proposed by the government last week.

The Mumbai-based lender is the first among 

the three to receive the board’s approval for the 

merger proposal.

In a notification to the exchanges, the lender 

said the consolidation would enable the creation 

of a bank with a business scale comparable 

with global banks and capable of competing 

effectively in India and globally.
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Dena Bank is the smallest in the pack with a 

total business size of Rs. 1.73 lakh crore as at 

June end compared with Bank of Baroda’s Rs. 

10.3 lakh crore and Vijaya Bank’s Rs. 2.8 lakh 

crore.

Dena Bank — the weakest among the three — 

is under the prompt corrective action framework 

of the Reserve Bank of India due to high level 

of non-performing assets which had led to 

negative return on assets.

Raising resources

Dena Bank said one of the reasons for the merger 

was to raise resources without depending on 

the government.

“To be more efficient in the changing environment, 

the banks in the public sector space need to be 

bigger to meet the credit needs of a growing 

economy absorb shocks and have the capacity 

to raise resources without depending unduly on 

the exchequer,” it said.

Short-term rates rise as liquidity dries up

The liquidity crisis at IL&FS, the quarter-end 

rush to dress up balance sheets by banks and 

redemption pressure on mutual funds (MFs) 

have all combined to trigger a liquidity deficit 

in the system which has led to short-term rates 

on commercial papers (CPs) rising up to 50 

basis points (bps) within a week, according to 

bankers.

The rate on three-month CPs is about 8.5%, up 

40-50 bps as compared to a week ago. The rate 

on certificate of deposits of similar maturity is 

about 7.8%, up 20 bps.

This prompted the Reserve Bank of India 

to announce late  , that it will conduct an 

open market operation (OMO)   to purchase 

government bonds to infuse liquidity worth Rs. 

10,000 crore into the system.

“The system liquidity is negative to the tune of 

Rs. 1.3 lakh crore as we are nearing the end of 

the quarter. All the short-term rates have gone up 

with the three month CP rates hovering around 

8.25-8.5%, up by 25-50 bps, as compared to a 

week ago,” said Ajay Malgunia, head of fixed 

income, Edelweiss Securities.

Bankers said that the recent crisis in IL&FS and 

the redemption pressure on MFs had played a 

role in hardening of the rates.

NBFCs hit
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The IL&FS crisis had also impacted other non-

banking finance companies (NBFCs) which 

are also facing increase in borrowing cost. 

Banks and mutual funds are the main sources 

of funding for housing finance companies and 

other NBFCs contributing about 40% and 30%, 

respectively, of their funding needs.

“While the lines of credit from banks are easier 

to roll over and insurance provides longer [term] 

funding, the paper with mutual funds tends to 

be short-term. Fifty-five per cent of NBFC paper 

with MFs has less than 90-day maturities and 

could lead to redemption related pressures,” 

broking firm CLSA said in a note.

With MFs becoming a key source of short-term 

liquidity, estimates suggest that the CPs of 

NBFCs have gone up three times since March 

2016 and MFs now reportedly hold 60% of total 

NBFC CP issuance. Even if rating agencies have 

reaffirmed the NBFC ratings, MFs are expected 

to cap or cut down their NBFC exposures.

How Ayushman Bharat could be different 

We learnt from the Prime Minister’s 

Independence Day speech that Ayushman 

Bharat scheme is slated to be effective from 

25 September. While there are debates that 

the money allocated may not be enough and 

the scheme will be rolled out only on the basis 

of economy of scale, there are still reasons to 

validate some basics of such schemes.

Profitability in insurance depends upon various 

factors like mortality, morbidity, expenses 

and the ability to manage the operations with 

efficient processes within the boundaries of the 

premium income received.

There is no one-size-fits-all operational model 

when it comes to the successful implementation 

of a scheme. For example, multinational 

insurers who are successful in one country 

have met failure in other countries. So, it is not 

just standard processes or manuals or actuarial 

formula or stabilised systems that can work 

seamlessly across geographies such that the 

success is assured.

Ayushman Bharat scheme is considered as 

a health protection scheme with a majority of the 

states opting for the trust model instead of the 

insurance mechanism, the underlying principles will 

still work only on the law of large numbers and its 
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respective probabilities of mortality, morbidity etc. In 

summary, each trust should run like an insurance 

company by itself. For example, there are many 

corporates that still run the pension trust without 

outsourcing it to the insurance company. Insurers 

certainly have the edge of standardised processes, 

fraud handling abilities etc.

However, if we look at past government schemes, 

they are mostly run by domain consultants 

hired for meeting specialised requirements. For 

example, Smart Cities Projects uses external 

private sector consultants. Past Schemes like 

Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana or RSBY has 

met a lot of criticism in the past and adopting 

similar approaches will also meet the same fate.

So,what could have been different during this 

time. Let us see this from the aspects of people, 

technology and processes, indicatively if not 

exhaustively.

People: The trust model requires continuous 

analysis similar to insurers. This will require a 

list of specialists like actuaries, claim processing 

specialists, fraud analysts, fraud investigators 

etc. This scheme indirectly helps insurance 

penetration; hence deputation windows can 

be enabled from the insurance industry. With 

many trusts in place, a centralised cell can be 

created and linked with all the trusts run by 

different states. Specialists can be deputed by 

the Insurance Regulatory and Development 

Authority of India (Irdai), insurance companies 

etc. to offer consulting from this centralised cell. 

By this way, the processes effective in one trust 

can be replicated in other trusts with little or no 

modification. This will also reduce the overhead 

cost.

Process and technology: Ayushman Bharat 

has fixed package rates for various procedures 

based upon its past survey which creates doubts 

on feasibility across places. For example, a 

Caesarean operation at ₹9,500 may be feasible 

in a smaller hospital in a small town but it may 

not be feasible in a super specialty hospital 

wherein charges for caesarian packages are 

in the range of ₹50,000, unless of course there 

is volume. So that is going to be a challenge. 

The other aspect that should be kept in mind 

is maintaining quality. Ayushman Bharat should 
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incentivise hospitals to get NABH (National 

Accreditation Board for Hospitals & Healthcare 

Providers) or Joint Commission International 

(JCI) accreditation for quality processes. 

Currently, India has only 538 NABH and 34 

JCI hospitals that focus more on the processes 

and quality of services. This is around 1-3% of 

all hospitals in India, according to government 

data.

Ayushman Bharat has the potential to not only 

improve the medical infrastructure, but also 

push health insurers to come out with innovative 

products that can fill any gaps in Ayushman 

Bharat itself and reduce out-of-pocket expenses 

further. I remember one old lady who started 

selling papad and pakodas outside an Amma 

canteen in Chennai when it was launched, so 

that customers used to buy food at a low price 

of ₹5 per plate, but would also spend another 

₹10 on a plate of pakoda. It is time for insurers 

to design products for higher penetration 

leveraging Ayushman Bharat.

The frauds in the industry always lead to a leakage 

of 10-15%. Strict control processes using claim 

analytics, de-duplication of customers etc. can 

help control frauds. The amount remaining 

in unclaimed insurance can be redirected to 

trust funds by modifying existing rules as such 

schemes contribute to the insurance sector 

indirectly. Also, Ayushman Bharat is going to 

generate data in huge magnitude that needs to 

be published on quarterly or half-yearly basis 

that will enable beneficiary analysis and push 

product innovation.

Centre hikes import duty on select goods

The government   released a list of 19 

categories of items on which it would be hiking 

import duties, which include white goods such 

as air-conditioners, refrigerators and washing 

machines as well as non-essential items such 

as gems, travel bags and aviation turbine fuel 

(ATF).

The new rates will be applicable from September 

27.

“The Central Government has taken tariff 

measures, by way of increase in the basic 

customs duty to curb import of certain imported 

items,” the government said in a statement. 
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“These changes aim at narrowing the current 

account deficit (CAD).”

“Notifications are being issued today 

[Wednesday],” the statement added.

“These changes in rates of basic customs duty 

(BCD) will be effective from September 27, 

2018. The total value of imports of these items in 

the year 2017-18 was about Rs. 86,000 crore.”

Checking forex drain

“The significant increases in customs duties 

of selective items which the government 

perceives to be non-essential imports appears 

to be aimed at reducing the drain of currency 

reserves and boost domestic demand,” said 

Prashant Deshpande, partner, Deloitte India.

Previously, Economic Affairs Secretary 

Subhash Chandra Garg had said that curbing 

imports through tariffs would help in shoring 

up the rupee to 68-70 levels against the U.S. 

dollar. Commerce Secretary Anup Wadhawan   

said that India had the right to raise import 

tariffs within a band under the World Trade 

Organisation rules, and that it would exercise 

this right in the best interest of the country.

“The messaging seems to be clear that if 

you want to access the Indian market, then 

start manufacturing here. The move, though 

significant, is not surprising with what is 

happening globally,” said Pratik Jain, Indirect 

Tax Leader, PwC India.

“This increase in duty on imports with the 

already depreciating rupee would be quite a 

point of worry for the importers.

“However, this hike in duty may not impact 

importers who procure from countries with 

which India currently has beneficial free trade 

agreements,” said Abhishek Jain, tax partner, 

EY.

Bullet train: Japan lends Rs. 5,500 crore

Japan has granted a loan of Rs. 5,500 crore 

for the Mumbai-Ahmedabad bullet train project 

on Friday. Tokyo also boosted the metro train 

service in the Kolkata suburbs with a fresh cash 

infusion.

The Embassy of Japan here said in a press 

release that the amount was part of the tranche 

1 of the Mumbai-Ahmedabad High Speed Rail 

Project (MAHSR). The Japan international 

Cooperation Agency (JICA), the funding body in 

charge of the bullet train project, simultaneously 
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issued Rs. 1,600 crore for the metro rail system 

between Howrah Maidan to Salt Lake Sector V.

The total amount of loan in tranche 1 for the 

project is 25,903 million Japanese Yen, about 

Rs. 5,500 crore.

Merged bank could see rise in NPAs: 

India Ratings

The proposed merger of three public sector 

banks, Bank of Baroda, Vijaya Bank and Dena 

Bank, is expected to result in better operating 

efficiency in the long run but there could be an 

increase in slippages in the short-term, India 

Ratings said  .

The rating agency said the merged entity may 

see reduced operating costs, lower funding cost 

and strengthened risk management practices 

apart from increasing the scale and reach 

moderately.

“However, in the short-term, the slippages 

could increase as recognition of non-performing 

assets is harmonised and accelerated,” it said.

Management bandwidth

India Ratings said the proposed merger would 

require significant bandwidth of management 

along with deft handling so that operational 

aspects such as business growth and 

resolution of large stock of delinquent assets 

continue receiving adequate attention. It also 

said the asset-liability mismatch of the smaller 

banks (Vijaya and Dena Banks) can be better 

addressed at the consolidated level.

“The success of the proposed merger could 

impact the incremental capital ask from the 

government as efficiencies improve, resulting 

in stronger internal accruals and may act as a 

roadmap for further consolidations in the public 

sector banking space,” India Ratings said.

India Ratings further said the consolidated 

entity’s core equity tier 1 capital is about 9.3% 

and that Dena Bank’s lower capital buffers are 

offset by Vijaya’s higher capital buffers.

Govt. appoints 14 EDs to public sector 

banks

As many as 14 general managers have been 

appointed as executive directors in different 

public sector banks, according to an official 

order issued.

Shanti Lal Jain and Vikramaditya Singh Khichi 
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have been appointed as executive directors in the Bank of Baroda initially for a period of three 

years, the order said. While Mr. Jain is the general manager of Allahabad Bank, Mr. Khichi is the 

general manager in Dena Bank.

Agyey Kumar Azad, general manager (GM) of the Bank of India, has been named as executive 

director of Punjab National Bank.

Gopal Singh Gusain and Manas Ranjan Biswal have been appointed as executive directors in the 

Union Bank of India initially for a period of three years, the order said. Both are working as general 

managers in the Punjab National Bank.

Vijay Dube, the GM of Vijaya Bank, will be executive director in the Oriental Bank of Commerce. 

Alok Srivastava, GM of Punjab National Bank, has been appointed as executive director in the 

Central Bank of India. Other banks that have got new EDs are: Bank of Maharashtra, United Bank 

of India, Allahabad Bank, Indian Bank, Syndicate Bank.
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‘China-Africa ties have benefited both’

As foreign guests begin their visit to Beijing for 

an Africa-China mega conference, Chinese 

officials and state-media have gone into 

overdrive to showcase that ties between Africa 

and Beijing have benefited both.

At the heart of the Chinese counteroffensive 

against allegations of “predatory” behaviour in 

Africa, is a myth-breaking report of the American 

consulting firm McKinsey.

McKinsey report

Titled, “Dance of the lions and dragons: How 

are Africa and China engaging, and how will the 

partnership evolve?”— it demolishes the fable 

about China’s resource driven “neocolonial” 

practices. Chinese officials cited McKinsey’s 

findings ahead of the Forum on China-Africa 

Cooperation (FOCAC), during which 54 leaders 

and high-level representatives from Africa will 

conduct a three-day dialogue with their Chinese 

counterparts from September 3.

Replying to a largely laudatory August 30 article 

that appeared on CNN on China’s investments 

in Africa, Foreign Ministry spokesperson Hua 

Chunying  cited last year’s McKinsey report, 

which said that 89% of the workforce employed 

by Chinese companies was African. “Nearly 

two-thirds of Chinese companies have provided 

skills training, while half offered apprenticeships, 

and a third had introduced a new technology for 

the local community,” she observed.

3,00,000 jobs

The study that covered eight African countries 

says that Chinese firms created nearly 3,00,000 

African jobs, suggesting that “Chinese owned 

business employ several million Africans”.

Officials also rejected the perception that 

Chinese banks are pushing their African 

recipients into a “debt trap”. Many pointed to an 

April report in The Washington Postthat says 

that Chinese loans were providing a useful 

service in Africa.

Battling accusations of anti-Semitism

In 2016, Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn 

commissioned an inquiry into all forms of racism 

within the party. It was meant to put a lid on the 

growing concerns of anti-Semitism. Two months 

International
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later, the inquiry concluded that the party was 

“not overrun by anti-Semitism, Islamophobia or 

other forms of racism” though it acknowledged 

“an occasionally toxic atmosphere” and made 

recommendations for change. However, the 

report was swiftly overshadowed by other 

events, as critics suggested that remarks made 

by Mr. Corbyn at its launch compared Benjamin 

Netanyahu’s government to “various self-styled 

Islamic states or organisations”.

More than two years on, as the Conservative 

Party struggles to thwart criticism that it tolerates 

Islamophobia within its ranks, accusations of 

anti-Semitism within the Labour Party have only 

intensified.

Some Labour members have said that the 

accusations are aimed at stifling any criticism 

of the politics of Israel. Others have accused 

some Labour MPs of using the opportunity to 

tarnish Mr. Corbyn, whose radical politics they 

have long opposed.

In late July, Britain’s three main Jewish 

newspapers took the unusual step of publishing 

the same front page with the headline “United 

We Stand,” and the warning that a government 

led by Mr. Corbyn would pose an “existential 

threat to Jewish life”.

In addition to comments by individuals, there 

are concerns surrounding the party’s failure to 

completely adopt the definition of ‘anti-Semitism’ 

as given by the International Holocaust 

Remembrance Alliance. According to the group, 

“anti-Semitism is a certain perception of Jews, 

which may be expressed as hatred toward 

Jews. Rhetorical and physical manifestations 

of anti-Semitism are directed toward Jewish or 

non-Jewish individuals and/or their property, 

toward Jewish community institutions and 

religious facilities”.

In a letter to The Independent newspaper 

earlier this year, a number of minority rights 

organisations expressed their concern that 

adopting all the examples would prevent 

public discussions around the treatment of 

Palestinians. “Today we can freely describe the 

racist policies experienced in the era of British 

and European colonialism in our countries of 

origin (indeed it is taught in British schools), 
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but the colonial history of the Palestinians is 

continually erased,” they warned.

Corbyn’s comment on Zionism

Nevertheless, criticism of Mr. Corbyn has 

continued to burgeon after a video of him 

speaking at an event emerged where, following 

a speech by the Palestinian Ambassador to 

the U.K., he said that Zionists present at the 

meeting had two clear problems: “one is that 

they don’t want to study history and, secondly, 

having lived in this country for a very long time, 

probably all their lives, they don’t understand 

English irony either”.

Mr. Corbyn has firmly rejected calls for him to 

resign, insisting that he was referring to Zionism 

in the strictly political sense of the word but the 

controversy has continued, with Britain’s former 

chief rabbi comparing Mr. Corbyn’s remarks 

to Enoch Powell’s incendiary 1968 ‘Rivers of 

Blood’ speech. That comparison has triggered a 

heated debate of its own, with Labour describing 

the comparison with “race-baiting” Powell as 

“absurd and offensive”.

With emotions high on both sides, the debate 

shows little sign of abating any time soon, as 

Parliament prepares to return from its recess 

next week.

Labour adopts in full IHRA’s definition of 

anti-Semitism

The ruling body of Britain’s main Opposition 

Labour Party agreed   to adopt in full an 

international definition of anti-Semitism for its 

code of conduct, after a bitter row that reignited 

internal criticism of leftist leader Jeremy Corbyn.

Labour’s National Executive Committee (NEC) 

agreed that in dealing with anti-Jewish abuse, it 

would use the definition and examples drawn up 

by the International Holocaust Remembrance 

Alliance (IHRA). Critics had argued that certain 

IHRA examples could curb legitimate criticism 

of the state of Israel.

The debate fed into a months-long row over 

anti-Semitism in the party, in which MPs and 

Jewish groups have repeatedly accused Mr. 

Corbyn of failing to clamp down on the problem. 

The Labour leader, a veteran pro-Palestinian 

campaigner, has also been forced to defend his 

own behaviour in recent months, including from 

criticism from Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
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Netanyahu.

‘Rights of Palestinians’

“The NEC has today adopted all of the IHRA 

examples of anti-Semitism, in addition to the 

IHRA definition which Labour adopted in 2016,” 

a Labour spokesman said. They were adopted 

“alongside a statement which ensures this will 

not in any way undermine freedom of expression 

on Israel or the rights of Palestinians”.

In March, British Jewish leaders wrote a joint 

letter claiming “enough is enough” over anti-

Semitism within Labour, and protests were held 

outside Parliament.

Judge Kavanaugh vows to be a ‘neutral 

and impartial arbiter’

U.S. President Donald Trump’s pick for the 

Supreme Court has pledged to be a neutral 

“umpire” who favours the law over personal 

preference. Judge Brett Kavanaugh’s high-

profile hearings before the Senate Judiciary 

Committee were to kick off   at 9:30 a.m. (1330 

GMT), with Republicans praising him as a 

principled and exacting jurist and Democrats 

furious over what they describe as a lack of 

transparency about his time in George W. 

Bush’s White House.

Mr. Kavanaugh said in excerpts of his opening 

remarks that he is a “pro-law judge” who would 

bring his impartiality to the nation’s highest court. 

“A good judge must be an umpire — a neutral 

and impartial arbiter who favours no litigant or 

policy,” he said in the excerpts released by the 

White House. “I don’t decide cases based on 

personal or policy preferences.”

Judge Kavanaugh, 53, was expected to face 

punishing questioning from Democrats over his 

endorsement of presidential immunity and his 

opposition to abortion.

Confirmation hearing

Mr. Kavanaugh stressed that if confirmed, 

he would be “committed to deciding cases 

according to the Constitution,” and would 

always strive to be “a team player on the Team 

of Nine”.

Democrats have mobilised heavily to prevent 

his confirmation.

They have been fiercely critical of the Trump 

administration for not providing sufficient 
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documentation about Kavanaugh’s time in 

Mr. Bush’s White House, where he may have 

played key roles in terrorism-related decisions, 

such as permitting the torture of detainees.

CPEC won’t lead to a debt trap, says 

China

China has rejected accusations that its financial 

backing for the China Pakistan Economic 

Corridor (CPEC) was a “debt trap” that could 

compromise Islamabad’s sovereignty. Beijing 

has billed the Gwadar to Kashgar corridor as the 

flagship of China-led Belt and Road Initiative .

Mounting a robust defence of its ‘no-strings-

attached’ backing for CPEC, China’s visiting 

Foreign Minister Wang Yi asserted during an 

Islamabad press conference   that among the 

22 projects within the framework of CPEC, 

18 involved investment and aid and only four 

of them used concessional loan. He stressed 

that nine of these projects have already been 

completed and 13 are under construction.

70,000 new jobs

He also clarified that only $19 billion had been 

invested in the CPEC, which had generated 

70,000 new jobs.

During the first phase, the CPEC’s focus has 

been on energy and infrastructure projects. It 

was now up to the Pakistani side to drive the 

trajectory of the “next phase” of the undertaking, 

Mr. Wang said.

During his talks in Islamabad, Mr. Wang 

apparently got solid support for CPEC from the 

Pakistan’s military.

Army assures support

Gen. Qamar Javed Bajwa, Pakistan Army 

chief, assured Mr. Wang that the military will 

“guarantee” the smooth development of CPEC, 

the state-run Xinhua agency reported. “[Mr.] 

Wang said that the Pakistani military is the 

protector of the China-Pakistan friendship, and 

the bilateral military relations are an important 

part of the all-weather strategic cooperative 

partnership between the two countries and 

a symbol of their high political mutual trust,” 

Xinhua said.

Gen. Bajwa also reassured Mr. Wang that 

Pakistan was committed to firmly fight the East 

Turkistan Islamic Movement (ETIM) as part of its 

counterterrorism effort. The ETIM was founded 
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by Uighur separatists whose stated goal is to 

establish East Turkestan as a separate state in 

Xinjiang.

In talks on Afghanistan, Mr. Wang spotlighted the 

undiminished relevance of the trilateral China-

Pakistan-Afghanistan dialogue as a platform 

to align perceptions between Islamabad and 

Kabul. Last year, at the inaugural meeting of 

the trilateral mechanism in Beijing, Mr. Wang 

had offered Afghanistan participation in CPEC. 

China has also apparently agreed to train an 

Afghan mountain brigade without putting any 

boots on the ground in Afghanistan.

G-4 for UN Security Council reform, 

multilateralism

India and other Group-4 (G-4) countries 

reaffirmed their commitment to multilateralism 

and called for the early reform of the UN Security 

Council (UNSC)  .

Hours after U.S. President Donald Trump 

pilloried multilateralism in this address to the UN 

General Assembly, Foreign Ministers of Brazil, 

Japan and Germany — Aloysio Nunes Ferreira, 

Taro Kono and Heiko Maas, respectively — were 

hosted by External Affairs Minister Sushma 

Swaraj for the G-4 meeting. “The G-4 Ministers 

reaffirmed their commitment to multilateralism. 

G-4 Ministers stressed that adapting the UN 

to the contemporary needs of the 21st century 

necessarily required reforming the Security 

Council,” the group said in a statement.

American disinterest

Given the American disinterest in the UN and 

other multilateral bodies, China, one of the five 

permanent members of the UNSC, has slowed 

down the move to expand the body, according 

to diplomats tracking the process. The U.S. has 

no active opposition to the demand of these four 

countries to be included as permanent members 

of the UNSC, but the Trump administration 

has taken a benign approach to the proposed 

reform.

In his speech, Mr. Trump attacked the UN 

Human Rights Council and the International 

Criminal Court.

“America is governed by Americans. We reject 

the ideology of globalism, and we embrace 

the doctrine of patriotism,” Mr. Trump said in 

the speech that made sweeping accusations 
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against multilateral institutions.

G-4 Ministers noted that despite an overwhelming 

majority of UN member states supporting 

Security Council reform, the negotiations 

launched in 2009 have not produced substantive 

progress over the 10 years.

“The G-4 Ministers emphasised the need 

to revitalise process of the Security Council 

reform, and they tasked their respective officials 

to consider the way forward to advance the 

reform,” the statement said.

While there is no active American support for 

reform, Mr. Trump’s call for other countries to 

step up and share the responsibility of managing 

the UN might support the reform, even in the 

face of active Chinese opposition, according to 

an official.

Germany and Japan contribute one-fifth of the 

UN budget while the four countries together 

have one-fifth of the world population.

Changed realities

The Ministers agreed that the “current 

composition of the UNSC does not reflect the 

changed global realities and they stressed that 

Security Council reform is essential to address 

today’s complex challenges.”

They “reiterated their commitment to work to 

strengthen the functioning of the UN and the 

global multilateral order as well as their support 

for each other’s candidatures”, the statement 

said.

China censors bad economic news amid 

signs of slower growth

China has long made it clear that reporting on 

politics, civil society and sensitive historical 

events is forbidden. Increasingly, it wants to 

keep negative news about the economy under 

control, too.

A government directive sent to journalists 

in China named six economic topics to be 

“managed,” according to a copy of the order 

that was reviewed by The New York Times.

The list of topics includes, — worse-than-

expected data that could show the economy is 

slowing — local government debt risks. — the 

impact of the trade war with the United States 

— signs of declining consumer confidence — 

the risks of stagflation, or rising prices coupled 

with slowing economic growth — “Hot-button 
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issues to show the difficulties of people’s lives.”

The government’s new directive betrays a 

mounting anxiety among Chinese leaders that 

the country could be heading into a growing 

economic slump. Even before the trade war 

between the U.S. and China, residents of the 

world’s second-largest economy were showing 

signs of keeping a tight grip on their wallets. 

Industrial profit growth has slowed for four 

consecutive months, and China’s stock market 

is near its lowest level in four years.

“It’s possible that the situation is more serious 

than previously thought or that they want to 

prevent a panic,” said Zhang Ming, a retired 

political science professor from Renmin 

University in Beijing.

Mr. Zhang said the effect of the expanded 

censorship strategy could more readily cause 

people to believe rumours about the economy. 

“They are worried about chaos,” he added. “But 

in barring the media from reporting, things may 

get more chaotic.”,The directive didn’t appear 

to affect run-of-mill daily coverage of economic 

data, which could still be widely found online in 

China on Friday. Instead, the directive appeared 

to be aimed at easing the overall tone.

No anti-China comments

Indeed, another notice sent instructed online 

news outlets to remove comments at the bottom 

of news articles that “bad-mouth the Chinese 

economy.”

These topics pertain to “China’s economic 

downturn,” “China’s stagflation,” “new refugees,” 

“consumption downgrading” and “other 

harmful remarks that criticise the development 

prospects of China,” according to a copy of the 

notice reviewed by The Times. Consumption 

downgrading refers to Chinese consumers 

looking for ways to spend less.

Negative economic news could undermine 

the careful message Chinese officials have 

tried to transmit to the public in recent months. 

They have said that the country’s vast and 

growing ranks of consumers, as well as China’s 

increasing sophistication in technology and 

other areas, would help it weather any ill effects 

from rising U.S. tariffs.

At the same time, officials have made moves 

to juice the economy. The government has 

loosened restrictions on big but costly local 
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government projects like subways and light rail 

lines. It has also promised tax cuts for businesses 

and other efforts to boost construction.

The trade war could certainly worsen the 

economic climate if it lingers, leading to job 

losses and even weaker consumer sentiment. 

But China has more deep-seated economic 

problems. Officials are trying to clean up massive 

debts accumulated by local governments. 

Curbing debt could mean slower economic 

growth, as it deprives borrowers of the funds 

they would otherwise spend.

A public health approach to violence

It was just over a decade ago that a 2005 UN 

report concluded that Scotland was the ‘most 

violent nation’ in the developed world, while a 

separate World Health Organization (WHO) 

study the same year found that Glasgow had 

the highest murder rate in Europe.

Long-standing concerns had already prompted 

the setting up of a Violence Reduction Unit 

within the Strathclyde Police Force (which 

covers Glasgow), which was given the remit 

of tackling all forms of violent behaviour, 

particularly focussed on knife crime. The project 

was eventually extended nationwide. The unit 

was particularly striking, being the first globally 

to formally adopt an approach advocated by 

the WHO, which had called for a public health 

approach to violence, in 2002. “Safety and 

security don’t just happen: they are the result 

of collective consensus and public investment,” 

wrote Nelson Mandela in the forward to the 

report. “We must address the roots of violence.”

The report elaborated on the perspective that 

violence was by and large preventable and had 

to be treated as such, and that tackling it could not 

be carried out successfully without recognition 

of its epidemic-like qualities: experiences of 

trauma and violence spawning further such 

acts. Initiatives varied and had to be linked to 

the specific circumstances of the communities 

or cities in question — from effective parenting 

and alcohol reduction initiatives to working with 

gangs.

Among the initiatives it pointed to was one 

adopted in the 1990s by Mayor of Colombia’s 

cartel-ridden city of Cali, where measures 

ranging from educational initiatives to safe 



     aspirantforum.com
Hindu and PIB Crux
   Vol. 49
  News and Events of Sept. 2018

Vo
l. 

49
 S

ep
t. 

 2
01

8

Visit Aspirantforum.com for guidance and study material for IAS Exam.

asp
ira
nt
for
um

.co
m

recreational facilities for young people were brought in, leading to a 30% fall in homicide within a 

three-year period.

Since 2005, Glasgow’s rate of violent crime has fallen sharply. It began by drawing on ideas used 

to tackle gang violence in Boston in the 1990s, working with gang members to find sustainable 

alternative sources of livelihood, while pushing for an increase in punishment for knife-carrying. 

Other programmes included its “navigator” programme, which had people working in accident and 

emergency services departments of hospitals to help guide victims of violence and knife crime.

New strategy

The approach is now set to be tried in London, which has seen high rates of violence. Earlier 

this month, the capital saw its 100th homicide this year. London’s Labour Mayor Sadiq Khan has 

come under increasing pressure, and last week announced a bold new strategy that would adopt 

a “long-term public health approach” to violent crime, alongside enforcement work.

Like in Glasgow, London will have a Violence Reduction Unit, which will draw on specialists in 

health, police, youth services, mental health services and criminal justice.

“Enforcement alone cannot solve this problem... the ultimate aim is to divert young people away 

from criminal activity by supporting the vulnerable at an early stage and giving young Londoners 

better life opportunities,” said Mr. Khan.

The development has come in the wake of increased scepticism that a hard-line approach, which 

treated violence purely as a criminal matter, had limited success.

London’s challenge is immense: translating an approach that proved successful in a city the size 

of Glasgow (with a population of around 6,00,000) to a global metropolis of eight million will be 

far from straightforward. However, if successful, it could well provide a template for action well 

beyond the U.K.
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The U.S. which has designated India a Major 

Defence Partner (MDP) has repeatedly 

stated that the foundational agreements were 

critical for India to gain access to cutting edge 

technology.

The COMCASA will facilitate exchange of 

secure communications between the two 

militaries and allow the sale of encrypted 

communication systems to India. For a long 

time there have been concerns that this would 

allow the U.S. to listen into Indian secure 

communication channels. But these have been 

gradually overcome and India agreed to move 

forward with the agreement.

However, signing the security pact “will 

override objections by the Indian military which 

fears that it will enable seamless penetration 

horizontally and vertically of the official Indian 

communications grid, including the most 

sensitive strategic communications network” 

writes strategic analyst Bharat Karnad in his 

latest book Staggering forward.

Another major announcement likely to be made 

is for cross- posting of officials at the U.S. 

Defence Innovation Unit Experimental (DIUx) 

and India’s recently created Innovations for 

Defence Excellence (iDEX) to work on joint 

development projects. The proposal for this was 

made by the U.S. and intends to take forward 

the co-development and co-production efforts 

under the Defence Technology and Trade 

Initiative (DTTI).

India, Cyprus vow to curb money 

laundering

India and Cyprus   signed two agreements on 

combating money laundering and cooperation 

in the field of environment as President Ram 

Nath Kovind met his Cypriot counterpart Nicos 

Anastasiades and held wide-ranging talks here.

Mr. Kovind is in Cyprus on the first leg of 

his three-nation visit to Europe to continue 

India’s high-level engagements with European 

countries.

Economic cooperation

India and 
The World
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Mr. Kovind and Mr. Anastasiades exchanged 

views on economic cooperation.

India was the fastest growing major economy in 

the world today with a growth rate of 8.2% last 

quarter, Mr. Kovind said.

“In this context and given Cyprus’ niche 

expertise in financial services and investment 

banking, both of us agreed that there was much 

scope to deepen our investment partnership,” 

he said in a statement.

“We welcomed the signing of the MoU between 

Financial Intelligence Unit, India, and Unit for 

Combating Money Laundering of Cyprus.

“This agreement would further strengthen the 

institutional framework to facilitate investment 

cross-flows. We also emphasised that the 

revision in the Double Taxation Avoidance 

Agreement made in 2016 provided greater 

opportunities for our investment partnership to 

grow,” Mr. Kovind said.

External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Raveesh 

Kumar said in a tweet: “India and Cyprus signed 

two MoUs [memoranda of understanding] 

today on combating money laundering and 

cooperation in the field of environment in the 

presence of Presidents of both countries.”

Mr. Kovind and Mr. Anastasiades held 

discussions on issues of mutual interest, 

including promotion of business collaboration 

in the fields of IT and IT-enabled services, 

tourism, shipping and renewable energy, Mr. 

Kumar said.

“President Anastasiades and I held detailed 

discussions on the way forward for our long-

standing and excellent relations. I reaffirmed 

India’s unwavering support to Cyprus for 

upholding its sovereignty and territorial integrity.

Global issues

“We reviewed our ongoing bilateral and multi-

lateral engagements and discussed issues of 

regional and global concern. We underlined our 

common objectives to negotiate the challenges 

that lie ahead. And we committed ourselves 

to further step-up our mutually beneficial ties, 

especially in the economic field,” Mr. Kovind 

said in the statement.

The President also paid tributes to a statue of 

Mahatma Gandhi.

“Our founding fathers, Archbishop Makarios and 

Mahatma Gandhi have blessed our partnership 
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with timeless values, wisdom and foresight. 

We have the greatest respect for Archbishop 

Makarios in India,” Mr. Kovind said.

India keeps expectations low on 2+2 

talks with US

Once seen as on opposite sides during the 

Cold War, India-US ties have warmed steadily 

in the past two decades with the world’s largest 

and oldest democracies now calling each other 

strategic partners.

Ahead of the first ever “2+2” talks between India 

and the US, New Delhi   seemed to play down 

expectations from the discussions that are 

being looked at as a chance to overcome friction 

points and open a new chapter in bilateral ties.

Describing the “2+2” talks, which brings together 

the US secretaries of state and defence Mike 

Pompeo and James Mattis with their Indian 

counterparts, as one of the “major diplomatic 

events” on the Indian calendar, one person 

aware of the developments said that New Delhi 

hoped that the discussions would build on the 

already extensive edifice of bilateral ties.

Pompeo and Mattis are to arrive in New Delhi   

for the talks that are to take place. The US 

chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General 

Joseph Dunford will also be in New Delhi for 

the talks.

“By engaging with us in this format, there is 

recognition that we are an independent player 

and an important country,” the person mentioned 

above said, adding there was similarity and 

convergence with the US in some areas and 

differences in others.

Once seen as on opposite sides during the 

Cold War, India-US ties have warmed steadily 

in the past two decades with the world’s largest 

and oldest democracies now calling each other 

strategic partners.

The twice postponed talks, however, come amid 

the emergence of tensions between India and 

the US most notably over trade and proposed 

US sanctions on those importing oil from Iran 
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and defence equipment from Russia. The 

former comes after the US announced it was 

pulling out of the 2015 Iran nuclear deal and 

the latter follows alleged Russian interference 

in the 2016 US elections.

There are also differences in perception 

between India and the US on the concept of the 

Indo-Pacific with the US looking at India as an 

alternative to balance China whose rise in Asia 

was being viewed with alarm by countries in its 

immediate neighbourhood. India, on the other 

hand, views the region as “open and inclusive”.

Also on the cards are discussions to finalise a 

pact on encrypted defence technologies, the 

Communications Compatibility and Security 

Agreement as well as India’s concerns over 

the Trump administration’s decision to make 

changes in the H-1B visa programme.

On the US imposing sanctions on India over 

its oil imports with Iran, the person mentioned 

above said Tehran was a major partner of New 

Delhi in the region. India was of the view that 

Iran should not develop nuclear weapons. 

However, New Delhi was in favour of Tehran 

being allowed access to peaceful uses of 

nuclear energy, the person said.

India is meeting 83% of its crude oil requirements 

from outside. Of this, close to 25% comes from 

Iran, the person said, adding that New Delhi 

would like to hear from the US about alternative 

sources and prices at which these could be 

accessed.

“At the end of it all, the decision has to be made 

independently by the Government of India,” the 

person said. “It is not going to be made under 

any kind of compulsion” either from the US or 

Iran, he said.

On India developing Iran’s Chabahar port, the 

person said that this was a humanitarian and 

development project seen by India as a means 

to stabilise Afghanistan.

On India’s decision to buy the S-400 Triumf air 

defence system from Russia and Washington’s 

objections to it, the person mentioned above 

said, “This is a matter for the US administration 

to take a call on and exercise a waiver based 

on the consideration of its relations with other 

countries.”

India’s trade talks with U.S. deadlocked
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The U.S. is proceeding with its review of India’s 

GSP status and India is moving ahead with 

retaliatory tariffs. Postponed twice, India’s 

retaliatory tariffs are now set to come into force 

on September 18.

Uncertainty over TPF

Meanwhile, there is a shadow of uncertainty 

over the Trade Policy Forum (TPF) that was 

announced for the last week of October.

India was expecting to negotiate general market 

access issues at the TPF, but the USTR wanted 

all of them resolved beforehand. USTR Robert 

Lighthizer and Commerce Secretary Wilbur 

Ross were expected to travel to New Delhi for 

TPF and the Commercial Dialogue between 

the two countries in the last week of October, 

but these parallel events could be postponed, 

sources told The Hindu.

Deputy USTR Jeffrey Gerrish, called off a trip 

to New Delhi scheduled for this week, but that 

could be rescheduled for later this month.

Pointing out that there has been a decrease in 

the deficit last year by about 5% or about $1.5 

Bn, the first Indian official said:. “..this is because 

U.S. exports have increased by 10%...we are 

importing gas and oil from the United States...

According to ballpark figures, this calendar year 

we are likely to import up to US $2.5 billion in 

oil and gas. This is something we would like the 

U.S. to acknowledge.”

The USTR had launched a review of India’s 

GSP status, which allows preferential treatment 

to certain number of specified goods from 

beneficiary countries, following complaints from 

AdvaDed, or Advanced Medical Technology 

Association, a group of companies that exports 

medical devices to India and a dairy association.

India supports Mauritius’ claim over 

disputed Chagos islands under UK-

control

India has backed Mauritius over its claim on 

the disputed Chagos islands, which is home 

to Diego Garcia — the key military base of the 

U.K. and the U.S. in the Indian Ocean, saying 

its decolonisation was incomplete as long as 

the atolls were under British control. India’s 

stand was presented before the ICJ here by 

India’s Ambassador to the Netherlands Venu 

Rajamony.
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India signs landmark defence pact with 

U.S.

India and the United States   sealed the landmark 

Communications Compatibility and Security 

Agreement (COMCASA) that will lead to a new 

generation of bilateral military partnership.

Apart from the agreement that was signed at the 

end of the inaugural India-U.S. ‘2+2’ Ministerial 

Dialogue, both sides also called on Pakistan 

to stop terrorist strikes on ‘other countries’ and 

urged for maritime freedom in the Indo-Pacific 

region.

U.S. Secretary of State Michael R. Pompeo and 

Secretary of Defence James N. Mattis led the 

American delegation, and the Indian team was 

headed by their counterparts Sushma Swaraj 

and Nirmala Sitharaman.

“They welcomed the signing of a Communications 

Compatibility and Security Agreement that will 

facilitate access to advanced defence systems 

and enable India to optimally utilise its existing 

U.S.-origin platforms,” a Joint Statement issued 

at the end of the bilateral dialogue declared.

India now a junior ally of U.S.: CPI (M)

The Union government is surrendering India’s 

interests to become an insignificant junior 

partner of the U.S., CPI(M) general secretary 

Sitaram Yechury said here on Friday, criticising 

the recent 2+2 dialogue between the two 

countries.

He demanded that the Modi government cease 

such military agreements and stop bartering 

India’s sovereignty.

“The government is surrendering India to U.S. 

imperialism and unfortunately we are reduced 

as a junior partner of the U.S. globally. We are 

told by the U.S. that India must slowly phase 

out all oil imports from Iran by November. Now 

that is disastrous, as it is the most secure and 

cheapest source of supply. India can’t jeopardise 

its own future and interest for the sake of U.S. 

imperialism,” Mr. Yechury told The Hindu .

COMCASA pact

The party’s Polit Bureau statement said the 

decision to sign COMCASA (Communications, 

Compatibility and Security Agreement) 

in particular imperilled India’s security by 
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“intertwining the Indian armed forces with the 

Pentagon”.

“The communications equipment which will be 

provided to India to place in defence platforms 

will be monitored by the U.S. It will compromise 

India’s defence communications network and 

bind India to buying U.S. defence equipment in 

the future,” the statement said.

The Modi government has entered into this 

second agreement after the signing of the 

Logistics Support Agreement in 2016 which will 

allow U.S. air and naval forces to utilise Indian 

facilities.

The military and strategic alliance is going 

to harm India’s strategic autonomy and 

independent foreign policy, the statement said.

Nepal to skip BIMSTEC military drill in 

India

The Nepal Army has withdrawn from the first 

BIMSTEC military exercise to be held in India 

following a political row in the country over the 

participation in the event, a media report said.

Prime Minister K.P. Oli asked the national 

defence force not to participate in the drill, 

compelling the Nepal Army leadership to 

rollback its earlier decision to take part in the 

first-ever military exercise of the regional 

grouping initiated by India. The decision was 

taken just a day before the Army squad was set 

to travel to Pune, where the drill will commence, 

the Kathmandu Post reported.

The move came after strong criticism from 

different quarters, including influential leaders 

of the ruling Nepal Communist Party.

The Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral 

Technical and Economic Cooperation 

(BIMSTEC) comprises Bangladesh, India, 

Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Bhutan and 

Nepal.

LEMOA already fully operational

The India-U.S. foundational agreement for 

mutual logistics support, the Logistics Exchange 

Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA), has 

been fully operationalised over the past few 

months, official sources said.

Earlier this week, India concluded the third 

foundational agreement, Communications 

Compatibility and Security Agreement 
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(COMCASA), which is meant for secure 

encrypted communications.

Exchange of SOPs

“We had to inform them [U.S.] our standard 

operating procedures (SOPs). They had 

already done it. Now we can say LEMOA is fully 

operational,” an official said.

The SOP document was shared with the U.S. 

two months ago.

India had concluded the LEMOA in August 2016 

in a culmination of a decade of negotiations 

between the two countries.

The pact gives both countries access to 

designated military facilities on either side for 

the purpose of refuelling and replenishment in 

primarily four areas — port calls, joint exercises, 

training and humanitarian assistance and 

disaster relief.

The SOPs include designating the points of 

contact for the U.S. military to work with, and 

set up, a common account for payments.

“We had to designate the contact points and 

convey billing modalities and so on. We have 

done that now,” the official said.

For each service

So far, the three services had individual accounts 

from which payments were being made during 

military exercises.

“The SOPs are applicable to all three services. 

Each service has a designated LEMOA officer,” 

another official said.

The biggest beneficiary of the LEMOA is the 

Indian Navy, which interacts and exercises the 

most with foreign Navies.

The Navy has a fuel exchange agreement with 

the U.S. for fuel transfer on the high seas, which 

is set to expire in November.

Now fuel exchange gets subsumed into the 

LEMOA and does away with the need for a 

separate agreement, an officer said.

With COMCASA, India has signed three of 

the four foundational or enabling agreements 

with the U.S. meant to improve interoperability 

between the militaries and allow transfer of 

high-end military platforms.

Information pact

The first one, the General Security Of Military 

Information Agreement (GSOMIA), which is for 

information safety, was signed in 2002.

COMCASA, which was signed at the 2+2 
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dialogue, is an India-specific version of the 

Communication and Information on Security 

Memorandum of Agreement (CISMOA).

The last one remaining is the Basic Exchange 

and Cooperation Agreement for Geo-spatial 

Cooperation (BECA).

India is asking for a trade deal due to our 

tough policies: Trump

India has asked for a trade deal with the U.S. 

due to his tough policies, President Donald 

Trump told his supporters.

Addressing a rally in South Dakota on Friday, 

he said countries have learned to respect the 

U.S. now. “India called us the other day. They 

said they want to do a trade deal. They wouldn’t 

talk about that with previous administrations. 

They were very happy at the way it was. And my 

trade representative who was very tough and 

very smart... he said, why are you calling? They 

said, because of President Trump. I was going 

to wait a little while. But they want it soon.”

India and the U.S. are negotiating several trade 

issues, and the talks are in a stalemate as U.S 

Trade Representative (USTR) has demanded 

a commitment from India to make additional 

purchases worth $10 billion annually for the 

next three years.

Strategic convergence

Just as U.S Secretaries of State and Defense, 

Mike Pompeo and James Mattis respectively, 

left New Delhi after the first 2+2 dialogue that 

sought to reiterate the strategic convergence 

between the two countries after in the face of 

assertive China, the President put China and 

India in the same bracket, yet again.

Speaking at a separate event in North Dakota, 

Mr. Trump said: “We have some of these 

countries that are called growing economies. 

So we are paying them subsidies. The whole 

thing is crazy...

“They say like, India, China…they are growing... 

They call themselves developing nations and 

under that category they get subsidies. We have 

to pay them money. The whole thing is crazy.” It 

is unclear what he was referring to.

Alice Wells, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary 

for South and Central Asia, told reporters on the 

conference call   that the U.S was working with 

India, Japan and Australia to keep Asia safe 
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and secure.

“Both sides agreed that fair and reciprocal trade 

crucial to the prosperity of our peoples,” Ms. 

Wells said.

‘U.K. needs a more generous post-study 

work regime’

The British government’s advisory body on 

immigration has called for a change to the 

regime for international students, including 

reforming the ways in which students could 

access the U.K. job market. However, it has 

stopped short of advocating a post-study 

work visa, as many have been pushing for, or 

removing students from the government’s net 

migration figures, which has also become a 

focal point for campaigners.

“There is no doubt that international students 

offer positive economic benefit, including cross-

subsidising the education of domestic students 

and research,” concluded the report by the 

Migration Advisory Committee (MAC) published  

, which warned that in leaving the EU, the British 

higher education sector faces new challenges, 

and that there is a “real risk” of Britain being 

overtaken by Australia as the second largest 

international student market after the U.S.

Right to work

The report called for a more generous post-

study work regime, including Ph.D students 

being given one year to remain in the U.K., 

and graduates from U.K.’s higher education 

institutions having easier access to tier 2 jobs 

for two years after completing their course, 

even if they leave the U.K. However, the MAC 

rejected the call from campaigners, including 

the universities body, Universities UK, for a 

separate post study work visa. “The earnings 

of some graduates who remain in the U.K. 

seem surprisingly low and it is likely that those 

who would benefit from a longer period to find 

a graduate-level job are not the most highly 

skilled,” the report said, adding that it could 

result in demand for degrees becoming based 

not on their long-term value but on temporary 

right to work.

Last week, the Universities UK called on the 

government to bring in a re-vamped post-study 

work visa, which was scrapped in 2012. Under 

the current system, students have four months 
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to find work through a Tier 2 sponsor visa or be 

accepted under the government’s entrepreneur 

scheme. The report acknowledged that the 

current post-study work visa had an impact on a 

sharp decline in the number of Indian students. 

Britain’s share of Indian student numbers has 

fallen by about 11% since 2010.

The report was “hugely anticipated but largely 

disappointing”, said Sanam Arora, chair of the 

National Indian Students and Alumni Union 

UK, who described its recommendations as 

the “absolute minimum” to be done by the 

government.

Britain’s approach to international students — 

and contention that many overstay their visa – 

has been a long-running source of tension in 

bilateral relations with India.

Modi-Ghani talks to focus on security

Afghanistan President Ashraf Ghani will visit 

New Delhi this week to meet Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi to discuss bilateral ties as well 

as the regional security situation, officials in 

Delhi and Kabul confirmed.

Mr. Ghani will land in Delhi, and meet Mr. 

Modi over lunch. He will also address a “civic 

reception” organised by the think-tank, India 

Foundation, before flying out   evening.

In the run-up to Mr. Ghani’s visit, Foreign 

Secretary Vijay Gokhale travelled to Kabul to 

chair the meeting of the “Joint Working Group 

on Political and Security Cooperation between 

India and Afghanistan” last week.

Mr. Ghani is expected to apprise Mr. Modi on 

the recent moves on reconciliation efforts with 

the Taliban. As part of the process, U.S. envoy 

Alice Wells is expected to hold a second round 

of talks with Taliban representatives in Doha 

two months after she last met them.

India has backed Mr. Ghani on an “Afghan-led 

and Afghan-owned peace and reconciliation 

process”.

Chinese intrusions declined by 10% this 

year, says official

There has been a 10% decline in the number 

of Chinese transgressions this year, a senior 

government official told The Hindu.

The official said the presence of Chinese troops 

along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) has also 
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reduced by around 30%. The manpower has 

been substituted with powerful surveillance 

equipment, he said.

Minister of State for Defence Subhash Bhamre 

informed the Rajya Sabha on February 5 that 

the number of transgressions was 426 in 2017.

The official claimed that the transgressions 

dropped after the 73-day standoff between 

the Indian Army and the Chinese People’s 

Liberation Army at Doklam on the China-Sikkim-

Bhutan tri-junction near Nathu La last year. “The 

transgressions continue to take place due to the 

difference in perception of the actual boundary. 

But after Doklam, the diplomatic manoeuvring 

and dialogue with the counterparts at the border 

ensured there was no steep increase,” he said.

According to him, there was enhanced 

cooperation along the China border and many 

incidents were not being reported.

‘Nepal’s no to drills is not a snub to India’

Nepal’s decision not to participate in the India-

proposed military exercise of the Bay of Bengal 

group of countries is not a a snub to New Delhi, 

but rather it signals that a new set of rules 

need to be evolved that will meld the collective 

interests of India, Nepal and China, an official 

source said.

A diplomatic source from Nepal, who did not 

want to be named, told The Hindu that there are 

certain decisions, such as conduct of bilateral 

military exercises that are easier to take. “We 

have no problem of holding a bilateral military 

exercise with India, China or a third country. 

Thus, we are going ahead with a standalone 

military exercise with China.” India and Nepal 

also hold regular military exercises called Surya 

Kiran.

Possible anti-China slant

But the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-

Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation 

(BIMSTEC) military drill could have been 

construed as having an anti-China slant. “Before 

we participate in such an exercise, it would 

be prudent if such proposals were channelled 

through the two-plus-one mechanism that 

China backs, after the Wuhan informal summit 

in April between Chinese President Xi Jinping 

and Prime Minister Narendra Modi,” the source 

said.
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Nepal officials acknowledged that the Chinese 

side proposed the “two-plus-one” mechanism 

during their Prime Minister K.P. Oli’s visit to 

Beijing in June. “We welcome the two- plus-

one format as we are confident that such a 

dialogue will be conducted in a spirit of equality 

and mutual respect,” Shakti Bahadur Basnet, 

Nepal’s Minister of Forests and Environment, 

earlier told The Hindu .

Analysts said that under this mechanism 

China and India can achieve consensus on 

thorny issues and through consultations with 

the third country involved, arrive at a mutually 

acceptable trilateral decision. “This is different 

from a trilateral mechanism. Under the Chinese 

proposal, China and India can jointly conduct 

a dialogue with a third regional country,” the 

source said.

The official pointed out that there were other 

compulsions which forced Kathmandu’s hand 

on BIMSTEC. “It is a fact that there was no 

domestic consensus on the BIMSTEC military 

exercise.”

India looks to buy Israeli missiles

A deal to procure the Spike anti-tank guided 

missiles from Israel through the government-

to-government route has been brought before 

the Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) for 

approval. However, some validation trials have 

to be held before the deal is signed.

“Validation trials of the infrared seeker (IR) are 

to be held. Once the DAC accords approval, the 

trials will be performed during the summer,” a 

defence source said.

Not up to the mark

The deal will feature on the agenda of the DAC 

which is scheduled to meet early this week. The 

deal is for 170 launchers, 4,500 missiles and 15 

simulators.

Another defence source said the missile did not 

perform as desired in the previous trials during 

peak summer temperatures in the desert, and 

hence the need to validate its performance.

The earlier deal was cancelled in January after 

protracted negotiations, just ahead of the visit 

of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 

to India.

It was decided that the requirement could be met 
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through the indigenous man-portable missile 

being developed by the Defence Research and 

Development Organisation.

Off the shelf

However, as the Army is faced with a huge 

shortage of anti-tank guided missiles and 

the indigenous system missed development 

deadlines, it was decided that a smaller number 

will be procured off the shelf through the 

government-to-government route.

The earlier $500-million deal for Spike missiles 

was accorded Acceptance of Necessity 

(AoN) by the DAC in 2009 and was approved 

in October 2014, but contract negotiations 

dragged on over cost and technology transfer. 

The deal was for 8,000-plus missiles and 300-

plus launchers, along with technology transfer 

to build them in India.

Spike is a third-generation, fire-and-forget, 

man-portable missile manufactured by Israel’s 

Rafael.

In all, nearly 40,000 missiles are required to 

equip the Army’s 382 infantry battalions and 44 

mechanised regiments.

The indigenous low-weight missile was 

successfully flight-tested twice by the DRDO 

from the Ahmednagar test range last week.

Sushma to focus on ‘South-South 

cooperation’

External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj kicked 

off her week-long diplomatic engagements at 

the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA)   

morning, attending a special meeting on drugs 

convened at the instance of U.S President 

Donald Trump.

Ms. Swaraj will attend several bilateral and 

multilateral meetings over the next few days. 

She will address the UNGA. Ms. Swaraj will 

also attend a special meeting on climate change 

being convened by Secretary General António 

Guterres during her stay in New York.

U.S. hostility

The 73rd UNGA is taking place against the 

backdrop of increased American hostility 

towards the world body in particular and 

multilateralism in general. Mr. Trump believes 

that multilateral global bodies and treaties 

function to the detriment and at the cost of the 

U.S.
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Mr. Trump is, however, seeking more support 

from member countries for his combative stance 

against Iran. As Mr. Trump pushes ahead with 

his ‘America First’ agenda, India will be trying to 

secure its interests and preserve its standing, 

according to a senior official overseeing Ms. 

Swaraj’s engagements.

His stated scorn for the UN notwithstanding, 

Mr. Trump praised the body while addressing 

the special meeting on drugs. “...[T]he scourge 

of drug addiction claims too many lives around 

the world. Today we commit to fight the drug 

problem together...” he said.

With the U.S. rolling back its interest in global 

security and development, the UN’s prominence 

has diminished, an Indian official pointed out. 

“The EAM’s meetings will focus on issues such 

as climate change, digital infrastructure, and 

sustainability and South-South cooperation. 

These are areas that India has interests and 

expertise in,” said the official. Ms. Swaraj met 

Federica Maria Mogherini, High Representative 

of the EU for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, 

and Morocco Foreign Minister, Nasser Bourita  .

Uzbek President to invite India to join 

Afghan rail project

India will be invited to help with a key rail link 

in Afghanistan, during the visit of Uzbekistan’s 

President Shavkat Mirziyoyev early next week, 

a presidential aide told The Hindu.

The rail link of approximately 650 km, connecting 

the Afghan cities of Mazaar-e-Sharif and Herat, 

which may later be extended to Kabul, is a 

major project agreed to by President Ashraf 

Ghani and President Mirziyoyev last year, and 

many of the preliminary surveys for the project 

have already been completed.

“We support a greater presence of India in 

Central Asia, and hope for some benefits of that 

for Afghanistan. I hope that negotiations with 

PM Modi will open a new page in our bilateral 

relations,” Special Assistant for Foreign Affairs 

Ilhom Nematov told The Hindu during a visit to 

Delhi ahead of the President’s visit beginning.

“If India would be involved in [the railway line] 

construction, we would welcome them because 

of India’s proven record and experience, and 

because of its contribution to bringing peace to 

Afghanistan,” he added, saying that Uzbekistan 
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has an interest in open trade and connectivity 

routes “all the way to the Indian Ocean.”

The project, for which Uzbekistan has already 

committed $500 million, could become another 

major regional connectivity project for India, after 

its construction of the Zaranj-Delaram Highway 

in Afghanistan and the Shahid Beheshti port in 

Chabahar, Iran.

India is also committed to building another rail 

route, from Chabahar to Zahedan on the Iran-

Afghan border, and President Mirziyoyev is 

keen to join the transit trade agreement signed 

by India, Afghanistan and Iran.

The rail route to Herat, if extended to Kabul, 

would also link to India’s “air corridor”, allowing 

trade, especially dry fruits and agricultural 

produce to travel along the routes from India to 

Central Asia and back in much shorter time.

Uzbekistan has held talks with Iran, the Asian 

Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) and 

China, which is already running a rail route into 

Uzbekistan under the Belt and Road Initiative, 

for the same project in the past few months.

Indo-Pak. talks

Making a pitch for talks between India and 

Pakistan, Mr. Nematov said Uzbekistan’s role 

in regional security is likely to grow as it will take 

over the Secretary Generalship of the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organisation (SCO) in January 

2019. “I think that SCO is a good platform for 

India and Pakistan to talk at and to maybe work 

with other countries on how to bring peace,” he 

told The Hindu .

President Mirziyoyev may also discuss peace 

efforts in Afghanistan and his offer of mediating 

talks between the Ghani government and the 

Taliban, during his visit to India.

In August, a Taliban delegation had also visited 

Tashkent and held talks with the President’s 

representative.

President Mirziyoyev is scheduled to arrive in 

Delhi, and will meet Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi for bilateral talks.

Aircraft leasing: India must tackle key 

issues for viability

Since the Indian government has started 

exploring the need to establish a home-grown 

leasing option for Indian airlines, a host of 

issues need to be sorted out before it becomes 
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a reality, aviation consulting and research firm Centre for Asia Pacific Aviation (CAPA) said.

“An Indian aircraft leasing sector is an idea worth exploring. But key strategic issues will need to 

be addressed,” CAPA said in a report titled ‘Prospects for an Indian aircraft leasing sector.”

The idea to have domestic aircraft leasing companies has gained currency since Indian commercial 

airlines have placed orders for more than 1,000 planes worth $50 billion, the third largest aircraft 

order book in the world behind the U.S. and China, according to the report.

Dollar rentals

The vast majority of these aircraft will be taken on lease from offshore lessors and the lease rentals 

are mostly paid in dollars, it said. “By 2050, India’s commercial airline fleet is expected to exceed 

5,000 aircraft. An industry of this scale will require an increasingly capable and sophisticated 

home-grown aviation ecosystem,” CAPA said.

In anticipation of the long-term requirements of the country’s aviation industry, the Government 

of India is exploring measures to enable the development of aircraft lessors resident in India. 

“Developing a viable Indian aircraft leasing industry will be a long-term undertaking. However, 

given the growth outlook for the sector, it is an initiative that deserves consideration,” CAPA said 

in the report.
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diseases and cancer discovered

Bhubaneswar-based researchers have 

discovered that activation of a particular protein 

(TRIM16) can turn out to be a potential therapeutic 

intervention strategy for neurodegenerative 

diseases such as Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s 

and amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS). At 

the same time, inhibiting this protein in cancer 

cells can bring about a reduction in tumour 

proliferation. The results were published in The 

EMBO Journal.

Studies carried out in test tubes and in mice 

models have shown that the protein has the 

ability to protect cancer cells from oxidative 

stress, and inhibiting this protein can therefore 

lead to reduced tumour growth.

Neurodegenerative diseases

Normally, about 30% of newly synthesised 

proteins in a cell can end up being misfolded, 

which are then degraded and removed from 

the cell. Genetic mutations and stress (both 

cellular and environmental) can increase 

the rate of misfolding. When the amount of 

misfolded proteins far exceeds the capacity of 

cells to degrade and clear them, the cells tend 

to aggregate the misfolded proteins to reduce 

toxicity.

Though protein aggregates are less toxic to 

cells, they too can turn toxic if the aggregates 

increase in number and size, which is what is 

seen in the case of Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s 

and ALS.

A team of researchers led by Santosh 

Chauhan from the Cell Biology and Infectious 

Diseases Unit at the Institute of Life Sciences, 

Bhubaneswar, has identified a novel mechanism 

by which misfolded proteins form aggregates 

and get degraded in the cell.

They found the TRIM16 protein playing a role 

both in the formation of protein aggregates and 

in their degradation. Protein aggregates are 

formed when the TRIM16 protein activates a 

particular pathway (P62-NRF2), while protein 

Science,
Tech. and 
Environment
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aggregates get degraded when TRIM16 

enhances a different pathway (autophagy). 

Autophagy is a process of degrading the 

unwanted material to clean the cells and keep 

them healthy.

“The current strategy is to use small molecules 

to enhance the autophagy process to destroy 

protein aggregates. But small molecules are 

non-specific and can target other pathways 

too,” says Dr. Chauhan. “Pharmacological 

activation of TRIM16 protein, on the other hand, 

will be more specific for therapeutic targeting 

of neurodegenerative diseases.” When more 

TRIM16 protein is produced by activation, 

autophagy gets enhanced leading to higher 

rate of protein aggregate degradation.

Cancer cell growth

Since cancer cells proliferate rapidly unlike 

normal cells, plenty of metabolic waste gets 

generated and accumulated inside cancer 

cells. In this study, the researchers have shown 

that cancer cells via TRIM16 can hijack both the 

autophagy and P62-NRF2 pathways to keep 

the cells clean and survive in harsh conditions. 

The P62-NRF2 pathway detoxifies the reactive 

oxygen species-related metabolic waste.

When the TRIM16 activity was reduced in 

cancer cells in vitro, the capacity to proliferate 

was reduced. “The cancer cells were able 

to grow normally when the researchers 

added (complemented) TRIM16 protein, thus 

validating the crucial role of TRIM16 in cancer 

cell growth,” says Kautilya Kumar Jena from the 

Institute’s Cell Biology and Infectious Diseases 

Unit and first author of the paper.

In the case of animal studies, the researchers 

first removed (knockout) the TRIM16 protein 

from cancer cells and then introduced the 

cancer cells into mice models.

“Compared with controls, tumour growth was 

drastically reduced in mice when cancer cells 

did not have the TRIM16 protein,” says Dr. 

Chauhan. “If we pharmacologically decrease 

the activity of TRIM16 in cancer cells then 

tumour growth can be inhibited.”

Black bears and langurs strike a strange 

bond

Oaks and acorns have fostered an unlikely 

association between a predator and its prey. 
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Primatologists notice that Himalayan black 

bears could be actively seeking out langurs 

during the oak fruiting season: not to hunt them, 

but to feed on the acorns that the primates 

accidentally let fall to the ground.

There are several instances – from India and 

other countries – where unrelated species 

benefit from feeding in the same area that 

others feed in. Herbivores such as deer often 

feed on forest fruits and remnants that fall when 

primates pluck out and eat fruits from trees 

above. It was while studying patterns of how 

central Himalayan langurs feed in Uttarakhand’s 

Kedarnath Wildlife Sanctuary that researcher 

Himani Nautiyal (of Kyoto University’s Primate 

Research Institute) suddenly noticed that in 

specific months, Himalayan black bears were 

frequenting the same area as the langurs. The 

bears, which are known to eat langurs when 

their usual food resources are scarce, would 

position themselves under the fruiting oaks on 

which langurs were perched and feast on the 

acorns (oak fruits) that fell.

Behavioral patterns

Intrigued, Nautiyal and her colleague studied this 

in detail. Between June and September 2016, 

they spent 468 hours studying the behaviour 

of a troop of 26 langurs and looking for signs 

of bears nearby. Their results, published in 

the Mammal Study,show that the percentage of 

individual langurs feeding on acorns was highest 

in the months of July and August — the same 

months that acorn season peaked. Nautiyal’s 

three direct sightings of bears feeding on fallen 

acorns was also during these months.

“The bears were never far from the langurs during 

these months,” said Nautiyal. “Sometimes they 

would even sleep under the trees that langurs 

slept on.”

Bear scat

The team also frequently observed pale bear 

scat (caused by digested acorns) under these 

oaks; other indirect bear signs in the area 

included mangled shrubs (as bears searched 

for fallen fruits) and even bear sleeping dens 

dug out of tree hollows. So could it be that 

bears are deliberately tracking langurs during 

this season to feed on fallen acorns?

“Yes, we think it could be an adaptive strategy 

by the bears,” said Nautiyal. “It increases their 
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foraging efficiency. They would not have to 

spend time climbing oaks to access these fruits, 

especially females with cubs.”

However, longer-term studies would be crucial 

to understand this unique and never-before-

reported feeding association between langurs 

and bears, she added.

Ocean mean temperature can better 

predict Indian summer monsoon

Sea surface temperature (SST) is routinely 

used for predicting whether the total amount of 

rainfall that India receives during the monsoon 

season will be less or more than the long-term 

mean of 887.5 mm. Now, scientists from Pune’s 

Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM) 

find that ocean mean temperature (OMT) that 

has better ability to predict this than the sea 

surface temperature. Compared with SST which 

has 60% success rate of predicting the Indian 

summer monsoon, OMT has 80% success rate.

In addition to better predictive success, the 

information on whether the amount of monsoon 

rainfall will be more or less than the long-term 

mean will be available by beginning of April, 

two months before the southwest monsoon 

can set in. This is because OMT is analysed 

by measuring the ocean thermal energy during 

the period from January to March. Southwest 

monsoon sets in around June 1 each year in 

Kerala .

“Sea surface temperature gives information 

only about the thin upper layer of the ocean 

and does not reflect the thermal energy 

available in the upper ocean. The variations 

in the upper ocean thermal energy conditions 

are mainly responsible for summer monsoon 

activity,” says M.M. Ali, senior scientist at IITM 

and corresponding author of a paper published 

in Scientific Reports.

“The heat content of the upper ocean creates 

more impact on monsoon than sea surface 

temperature, which is restricted to the skin of the 

ocean,” says M. Rajeevan, Secretary, Ministry 

of Earth Sciences and one of the authors of the 

paper.

The SST is restricted to a few millimetres of 

the top ocean layer and is largely influenced by 

strong winds, evaporation, or thick clouds. In 
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contrast, OMT, which is measured up to a depth 

of 26 degree C isotherm, is more stable and 

consistent, and the spatial spread is also less. 

The 26 degree C isotherm is seen at depths 

varying from 50–100 metres. During January–

March, the mean 26 degree C isotherm depth 

in the Southwestern Indian Ocean is 59 metres.

The researchers analysed 25-year OMT data 

from 1993 to 2017. They found that unlike SST, 

OMT was able to correctly predict 20 out of 25 

years (80% success rate) whether the amount of 

rainfall during the summer monsoon was more 

or less than the long-term mean. The prediction 

based on sea surface temperature was correct 

only for 15 out of 25 years (60% success rate).

“Using OMT data collected during January-

March 2018, we were able to predict with 80% 

probability that this year’s monsoon will be 

below average during June–September,” says 

Dr. Ali.

Similarly, OMT showed better success in 

predicting above or below-average rainfall 

years compared with SST. For instance, OMT 

was able to successfully predict 13 out of 16 

below average rainfall years and seven out of 

nine above average rainfall years during the 

period 1993-2017.

In contrast, the prediction based on SST was 

correct only in 10 out of 16 below average 

rainfall years and five out of nine above average 

rainfall years.

The reason why OMT performs better than 

SST is because OMT better represents the 

upper ocean thermal energy conditions. And 

the variations in the upper ocean thermal 

energy conditions are mainly responsible for 

the summer monsoon. “When there is rapid 

heating or cooling, the temperature of the top 

ocean layer will be significantly different from 

the upper ocean thermal energy, resulting in 

misleading monsoon predictions,” says Dr. Ali.

In addition, SST also exhibits large temperature 

fluctuations compared with OMT of the upper 

layer, leading to more noise that causes lower 

correlations with summer monsoon rainfall. 

“The ocean means temperature variations are 

more stable and consistent and have lower 

spatial and temporal spread. So OMT has better 

summer monsoon predictability than SST,” says 

Dr. Ali.
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Sea food waste prevents steel corrosion

Mild steel used in a wide range of industries 

easily develops rust and the corrosion causes 

huge economic loss every year. As chemical 

corrosion inhibitors are detrimental to the 

environment, there is an urgent need to develop 

green inhibitors. Now, researchers from Indian 

Institute of Technology (BHU), Varanasi, have 

successfully produced a chitosan-based 

corrosion inhibitor that shows over 90% 

efficiency.

Chitosan

Chitosan is a natural polysaccharide found in 

the shell of crab, shrimp and also in the cell 

wall of fungi. “As the solubility of chitosan in 

water is poor, polyethylene glycol (PEG) was 

incorporated to it and a novel PEG-crosslinked 

chitosan was developed. PEG is non-toxic and 

has been approved by the FDA even for internal 

consumption,” says Vandana Srivastava 

from the Department of Chemistry of the 

institute and first author of the paper published 

in ChemistrySelect.

Mild steel was immersed in a corrosion-inducing 

solution of hydrochloric acid containing different 

concentration of chitosan-PEG ranging from 50-

200 mg/L for six hours. The novel inhibitor was 

found to form a thin film on the metal surface.

“We studied the precise chemical mechanisms 

and found that the inhibitor is adsorbed as a thin 

film on the steel surface. The inhibitor blocks 

the active sites on steel available for corrosion 

thereby mitigating corrosion,” explains M.A. 

Quraishi from the institute and corresponding 

author of the work.

Weight loss studies and electron microscopy 

imaging showed that a maximum inhibition of 

93.9% was achieved when the concentration of 

the treated solution was 200 mg/L.

Smooth surface

“Usually when steel is treated with anti-corrosive 

agents there is a change in its surface and it 

tends to get rough. But our inhibitor did not 

alter the surface. In fact, there was a significant 

improvement in the surface smoothness,” Prof. 

Quraishi adds. “The shells of the shrimps are 

usually discarded as waste and if we can use 

them and develop such eco-friendly products it 

will be a good way to convert waste material to 

a useful application.”
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Heavy metal contamination in south 

Indian banana fields

Decades after the pronounced use of chemical 

fertilizers and pesticides, its negative impacts 

are reaching new heights with heavy metal 

contamination now reported in banana fields of 

South India.

An extensive study of over 250 soil samples from 

three south Indian States — Kerala, Karnataka 

and Tamilnadu — has shown that most of 

the banana fields have amounts of copper, 

magnesium, chromium and cobalt higher than 

the threshold levels for normal soils.

Researchers from the Laboratory of Plant 

Science and Ecology at Mahatma Gandhi 

University, Kottayam, collected the different 

soil samples, categorised them according to 

soil taxonomy and used atomic absorption 

spectroscopy studies to analyse the level of 

different heavy metals.

Magnesium content

“We found an unusually high level of magnesium 

in the fields studied. While the magnesium 

content of soil in South Indian soil is known to 

be between 30 and 220 mg/Kg, the average 

of the samples tested was above 900 mg/

Kg,” says Dr. K.S. Nidheesh, from St Joseph’s 

University, Dimapur in Nagaland, who is the first 

author of the work published in Environmental 

Science and Pollution Research. “This is a 

result of farmers using chemical fertilizers 

without proper soil testing and applying above 

the recommended level. As banana is highly 

prone to insect and nematode attack, they also 

more pesticides, which get accumulated in the 

soil.”

Calcium levels almost reaching the threshold 

were seen in many fields. Calcium is used 

to maintain the soil pH and over the years 

has accumulated in the soil. Another heavy 

metal recorded was manganese, which is a 

major component of pesticide used against 

fungal diseases like Fusarium wilt. Though 

the concentration of iron was high, the authors 

write it may be due to the laterite-based soil of 

the Deccan Plateau. Chromium, which rarely 

occurs naturally in soil, was detected in all the 

samples studied, and many samples were at 

levels near the threshold.

First step
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“This is a preliminary report and the beginning 

of an investigation. More studies are needed to 

fully understand if the plant is also accumulating 

the heavy metals. There has been evidence from 

across the world that banana fruit accumulates 

heavy metals. More studies in the Indian context 

and the effect of consuming these fruits also 

need thorough examination,” adds Prof. Joseph 

George Ray from the School of Biosciences at 

the university and corresponding author of the 

work.

JNCASR: Electrochemical sensor 

detects dopamine, paracetamol

Developing electrochemical sensors to detect 

dopamine and paracetamol in the body is an 

active field of research. A team from Jawaharlal 

Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research, 

Bengaluru, has come up with a nanocomposite 

material made of platinum-doped cerium oxide 

and cuprous oxide that works efficientlyin 

electrochemical cells to detect their levels, in 

combination, in spiked human urine and serum 

samples.

Neurotransmitters transmit signals from one 

neuron to another; dopamine is one such which 

is responsible for reward-motivational behaviour, 

among other things. When not present in the right 

amount, it can lead to, for example, Parkinson’s 

disease. Paracetamol is a drug commonly used 

to treat pain and fevers; however, if present 

above a critical concentration, this can affect 

the sympathetic nervous system. Dopamine 

levels have been known to be affected by long-

term use of paracetamol. Thus, it is useful to 

know the levels of these two chemicals in the 

body simultaneously.

To detect the concentration of an analyte, 

electrochemical methods measure the potential 

and current in an electrochemical cell containing 

the analyte. In this case, the analytes to be 

detected are dopamine and paracetamol. The 

electrochemical cell used by the researchers 

had three electrodes: the working electrode 

consisting of the nanocomposite material 

(platinum doped cerium oxide and cuprous 

oxide); the counter electrode (platinum wire) 

and reference electrode (silver-silver chloride) 

explains Sebastian C Peter, of JNCASR, in 

whose lab the experiments were done.

The need for the electrodes made of 
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nanocomposite arises because, if instead, a 

bare electrode were used, several problems 

could arise, such as a low potential gap 

between analytes and interference with other 

biomolecules, to mention just two. Therefore, 

the researchers modified the surface of the 

electrode with the given nanocomposite 

material. “Chemically modified electrodes are 

highly preferred due to their large surface area, 

reversible redox activity, high surface oxygen 

mobility, chemical inertness, bio-compatibility, 

non-toxicity and applicability over a wide range 

of areas,” says Dr Peter. The work is to be 

published in ACS Applied Nano Materials.

In recent times, the use of cerium oxide–doped 

graphene nanocomposites has been in vogue. 

This is mainly due to the electrochemical 

properties of cerium oxide. The cerium oxide 

nanoparticles have dual oxidation states of 

cerium and this delivers catalytic properties, 

leading to their action as a radical scavenger 

on the surface. This facilitates oxidation 

of dopamine and paracetamol. In this, the 

researchers innovated by adding platinum 

to the nanocomposite. “Introducing platinum 

has great significance due to the high 

electrocatalytic activity, outstanding conductivity, 

adsorption capabilities and biocompatibility in 

electrochemical sensors,” Dr Peter adds.

While in its bare form, cuprous oxide, too, has 

good electrocatalytic activity towards oxidation 

of biomolecules; its use is limited by its 

dispersion on the unmodified electrodes.

“The peak potential of dopamine and 

paracetamol is fixed at 160 mV and 360 mV, 

respectively. Peak current increases linearly with 

concentration of dopamine and paracetamol,” 

Dr Peter explains.

The performance of electrode using platinum 

doped cerium oxide and cuprous oxide is better 

than the cerium oxide–graphene material, as 

found by the researchers.

Next, the team is going to target multiple 

biomolecule detection using the nanocomposite 

and to get into real-time device fabrication.

IISER Bhopal develops organic solar cell 

using vitamin B12 derivative

Researchers at the Indian Institute of Science 

Education and Research (IISER) Bhopal have 
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developed cheaper and more flexible organic 

solar cells using a synthetic derivative of vitamin 

B12.

An organic solar cell is made up of acceptor 

and donor materials. The donor absorbs light 

from solar radiation and the harvested energy 

is passed to the electrodes with the help of 

the acceptor. In the present study, published 

in ACS Applied Materials and Interfaces, the 

researchers synthesised the donor using an 

artificial aromatic chemical (corrole) which has 

a similar structure to the corrin ring in vitamin 

B12. The artificially synthesised corrole (Cor-

BODIPY) absorbs light much like porphyrin in 

natural chlorophyll.

“Corroles have very good photophysical 

properties. They show excellent absorption in 

the visible light range and are highly stable. They 

are very flexible unlike the silicon solar cells 

and so could be used in flexible electronics,” 

says Dr. Jeyaraman Sankar from the institute 

and corresponding author of the work.

Another commercially available organic 

molecule was used as an acceptor. “The 

molecule is electron deficient and so can be 

used as an acceptor, while the corrole is the 

electron source. We carried out light absorption 

and emission studies,” says Dr. Ruchika Mishra, 

Research Associate at the institute and the first 

author of the paper.

The organic cells developed by the team showed 

three absorption bands between 400-650 nm 

— whole visible range of the solar spectrum 

— with a maximum absorption at 420 nm. The 

ability to turn the light absorbed to electricity 

(power conversion efficiency) was 2.5%.

The researchers enhanced the performance 

of the solar cells by coating them with different 

solvents. The surface morphology was 

investigated after the treatment and microscopy 

images showed that the treatment helped 

improve the alignment of the Cor-BODIPY 

donor by forming a denser molecular packing 

on the active surface. This treatment more than 

doubled the power conversion efficiency from 

2.5% to 6.6%.

“Many solar cells made of porphyrins which 

started with 1% efficiency have now reached 

over 10% due to appropriate improvements. 

Further optimisation can help increase the 
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efficiency of our cells too. More studies are also 

being carried out to ascertain its stability and 

the results look promising,” adds Ruchika.

Corroles are currently used as sensors, 

catalysts and in biomedical imaging. This is the 

first study wherein a corrole has been utilised 

for a bulk heterojunction solar cell as a donor 

material. The authors hope that this study 

shall open up a new window and may pave 

way for its development as a low-cost, efficient 

photovoltaic material with a wide range of 

absorption and increased flexibility.

Scientists to study climate change 

impact on Kerala

CSIR-National Institute of Science 

Communication And Information Resources 

(NISCAIR), Delhi, under the ministry of science 

and technology, has proposed to the ministry of 

earth sciences a project to study the impact of 

climate change in Kerala, as the coastal state 

struggles to rebuild itself after the devastating 

floods in August.

The three-year project, which has an estimated 

budget of ₹79 crore, would involve more than 

50 scientists from several research institutions 

including the Indian Institutes of Technology, 

laboratories of the Council of Scientific and 

Industrial Research, the National Institute of 

Oceanography, Cochin University of Science 

and Technology, and University of Calcutta, 

who would study climate change in the state 

and suggest adaptation measures.

“Effects of climate change are slowly becoming 

evident and the situation has been compounded 

after the recent floods in Kerala, which were 

the worst in the century,” said Professor J. 

Sundaresan Pillai, head, climate change 

informatics, CSIR-NISCAIR and principal 

investigator of the project.

“Climate change cannot be prevented. We 

can only devise ways to adapt to it as early 

as possible. This is one such study to suggest 

such mitigation options for Kerala,” said Pillai.

The scientists would analyse the impact of 

climate change on sectors such as agriculture, 

fisheries, industries, health, transport, tourism 

and forests.

The researchers would study variations in 

monsoons and their impact on the state, 
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specifically extreme weather events, and also 

examine changes in water resources and 

dynamics of the rivers.

“Kerala has a unique climate. It witnesses 

roughly six months of rain in a year and some 

rare phenomenon, such as the mud banks 

that appear every year during the southwest 

monsoon,” said Pillai, who led the VACCIN 

project for developing climate mitigation plan for 

coastal systems and islands in Lakshadweep in 

2015.

The project would also involve using Continuous 

Plankton Recorders (CPRs) in the Arabian Sea 

to understand the migration of fishes because 

of the rise in seawater temperatures, which can 

also affect the livelihood of people in years to 

come. This is more so as recent research has 

shown that climate change is forcing fishes to 

migrate faster in search of colder waters.

The scientists would create specific measures 

for Kerala, taking into consideration the 

likely effects of climate change on existing 

road infrastructure and ways to adapt road 

construction along with identifying landslide-

prone hills along state highways.

Vulnerability assessment of coastal areas 

would be done with the help from scientists from 

CSIR-National Institute of Oceanography, Goa, 

who would also demarcate vulnerable regions 

in wake of rise in sea-water levels.

“It would be a long-term study. The project 

heavily relies on cooperation from local people 

and local bodies in adopting appropriate 

measures in development activities,” said Pillai, 

who is also the principal investigator of the 

project.

Monsoon weakening, withdrawal to 

begin after 17 Sep, says IMD

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has 

said the withdrawal of monsoons could begin 

only after 17 September although it has started 

to show signs of weakening with reduced rainfall 

over north-western states.

According to the weather department, a western 

disturbance is likely to increase rainfall activity 

over north-western India from 13 September, 

which could further delay its withdrawal.

“Rains are subdued in West and Central India, 

but there will be enhanced rainfall in north-



     aspirantforum.com
Hindu and PIB Crux
   Vol. 49
  News and Events of Sept. 2018

Vo
l. 

49
 S

ep
t. 

 2
01

8

Visit Aspirantforum.com for guidance and study material for IAS Exam.

asp
ira
nt
for
um

.co
m

west due to a western disturbance from 13 

September. It will remain so for three days, after 

which conditions would start developing for its 

withdrawal. It is likely that the monsoon will not 

retreat anytime this week,” said Charan Singh, 

scientist, National Weather Forecasting Centre, 

IMD.

While the withdrawal of monsoon from North-

West India can begin anytime after 1 September, 

scientists highlight that it was delayed due to a 

depression over the Bay of Bengal last week, 

which moved up to Rajasthan and brought 

rainfall over north-western states.

“Only when there is considerable reduction 

in moisture content as inferred from satellite 

images and no possibility of rainfall continuously 

for at least five days over North-West India, it 

can be said that the monsoon is set to withdraw. 

An anti-cyclonic circulation will develop which 

would indicate that the withdrawal has begun,” 

said D.S. Pai, head of Climate Prediction Group, 

IMD.

According to the weather forecast, a low pressure 

area is likely to develop over North-West Bay 

of Bengal around 18 September, which would 

bring rainfall over Odisha, Chhattisgarh and 

parts of Central and peninsular India. However, 

intensity of rainfall is not expected to be high 

and reduce subsequently.

With Jharkhand, west Rajasthan, Gujarat, 

North-East and parts of Andhra Pradesh and 

Karnataka still witnessing below normal rains, 

the overall monsoon deficit of the country 

stands at 8%. Out of total 36 sub-divisions, as 

many as 26 have witnessed normal rains, while 

nine continue to remain rain-deficient and only 

Kerala has recorded excess rains.

The monthly deficit has increased from 5% in 

June, to 5.8% in July and 7.6% in August.

The lowdown on kharif sowing

What is it? Why does it matter? What does it 

mean? What next?

With the summer (kharif) sowing picking up 

across the country on account of improved 

distribution of monsoon rain during the last 

fortnight of August, another bumper harvest 

is expected this season, if weather conditions 

continue to be conducive. While the increase 



     aspirantforum.com
Hindu and PIB Crux
   Vol. 49
  News and Events of Sept. 2018

Vo
l. 

49
 S

ep
t. 

 2
01

8

Visit Aspirantforum.com for guidance and study material for IAS Exam.

asp
ira
nt
for
um

.co
m

in crop acreage has eased the fear of a fall 

in grain production, the bright harvest outlook 

also throws a challenge to the government to 

deal with a situation of abundance of produce. 

A good kharif harvest means an increase in 

supply, which could result in a drop in crop 

prices, hitting farm income.

Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare Secretary 

S.K. Pattanayak, anticipating a good harvest, 

recently pointed out that the challenge with a 

“situation of abundance” before the government 

is that of maintaining food prices at levels that 

ensure farmers get their due profits, while not 

depriving consumers of the gains of a bumper 

harvest.

This year, summer crops have been sown on 

nearly 1,053 lakh hectares against 1,046 lakh 

hectares during the corresponding period 

in 2017-18, as per data released by the 

Agriculture Ministry on September 14. Though 

the cumulative monsoon rain across the 

country has been 8% lower than the normal as 

of September 14, the higher acreage is being 

attributed to better distribution of rainfall. The 

National Collateral Management Services, a 

private post-harvest management company, last 

week released its second advanced estimates 

for the 2018-19 kharif crop. It has pegged the 

total grain production at 136.75 million tonnes. 

The estimate is just 3% less than previous 

year’s record harvest of 140.73 million tonnes.

A bumper harvest will help the government fill 

its granaries for the Public Distribution System 

and reduce hunger and malnutrition. However, 

with the increased supply of crops (cereals and 

pulses) other than the foodgrain, which are 

procured by the government, the fall in prices 

can never be ruled out, which is associated with 

the economics of demand and supply. A bumper 

crop is expected to benefit the consumer. For 

farmers, it is a different story. The key issue is 

that a very small proportion of the produce is 

procured by government agencies. The bulk of 

the output is purchased by private players. The 

system of selling the produce is such that the 

intermediary gains more and the producer and 

the consumer both suffer. While the primary 

producer (farmer) gets low prices, consumers 

often have to pay high rates.

After harvesting, the crop goes out of the hand 
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of the primary producer (farmer) and is largely 

usurped by the intermediary. When the primary 

producer’s share of the pie is declining, the 

sustainability of farmers come under threat. This 

is the trend with bumper crop prices, especially 

those of pulses, vegetables and fruits, crashing 

at the time of harvest and sky-rocketing in the 

lean period. Marketing institutions are very weak 

across the country, and innovative reforms are 

lacking in this area.

Farmers’ organisations have come together to 

demand a better deal for primary producers, as 

their survival is at stake. Lakhwinder Singh, an 

agriculture expert and professor of economics 

at Punjabi University, Patiala, points out that a 

large number of small and marginal farmers are 

becoming highly distressed owing to the system 

of market institutions squeezing them both 

on the input and output side. “The interlinked 

transactions, such as the informal credit market, 

further make them victims of a debt trap. 

Largescale suicides of farmers across India are 

testimony to this. To make farming a healthy 

business, the government needs to invest 

in the agriculture sector to improve input and 

output chains, where the value addition should 

be reaped by the primary producer [farmer],” he 

says. Increased investment is urgently required 

to revamp a dying agriculture sector and make 

it inclusive and sustainable in the long run.

PSLV to launch 2 U.K. satellites tonight

A PSLV launch   night will put two earth 

observation satellites from the U.K. to space.

There is no Indian satellite on this flight. 

PSLV-C42 will be the first fully commercial trip 

of the year, breaking a five-month-long lull for 

the Indian Space Research Organisation.

ISRO did not make any launch post-April 12, 

after it put replacement navigation satellite, 

IRNSS-1I to space on the PSLV-C41 rocket.

A few days after that, it recalled its GSAT-11 

from the South American launch port of Kourou 

and weeks before it was due for a launch ISRO 

Chairman K. Sivan said the interval was not 

connected with the satellite recall but for the 

sake of readiness of the two customer satellites.

The countdown to the launch began at 1.08 

p.m.  . The PSLV is being flown in its core-alone 

format, minus the external boosters. The two 
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satellites together weigh nearly 889 kg; this is 

the optimum payload that a core-alone PSLV 

can launch, Dr. Sivan said.

PSLV-C42 is scheduled for launch at 10.08 p.m. 

from the first launch pad of the Satish Dhawan 

Space Centre, Sriharikota. It will lift NovaSAR 

and S1-4 to a sun-synchronous (‘pole-to-pole’) 

orbit 583 km from Earth. The entire flight up 

to the release of the satellites is designed to 

happen within 17.5 minutes.

The satellites are owned by Surrey Satellite 

Technologies Ltd., which signed a commercial 

launch contract with Antrix Corporation, an 

ISRO release said.

Can we repair damaged retina like 

zebrafish do?

In stark contrast to mammals, the zebrafish has 

the ability to completely regenerate its retina 

and restore vision after an injury. Researchers 

from Indian Institute of Science Education and 

Research (IISER) Mohali, have decoded the 

signals and genes behind this tremendous feat 

and hope to uncover valuable clues as to why 

we humans fail at such regeneration.

A particular signalling system — sonic 

hedgehog (Shh) — in zebrafish has been 

previously reported to aid in developmental 

and tissue regeneration activities. To decipher 

the influence of Shh signalling on retina 

regeneration, the researchers first inhibited its 

function. They found that impairing this signal 

made 90% of the zebrafish embryo exhibit a birth 

defect called cyclopia. Cyclopia is also seen in 

humans, where there is a single median eye or 

a partially divided eye. Detailed understanding 

of this signalling may provide insights into 

the rare defect. Since this signalling is also 

responsible for retina regeneration in zebrafish, 

the researchers are trying to understand why 

the signalling does not bring about retina 

regeneration in humans.

They performed whole retina RNA sequencing 

at various time points post-retinal injury to the 

zebrafish eye. Several genes (zic2b, foxn4, 

mmp9) were found to be upregulated through 

Shh signalling. Zic2b and foxn4 are essential 

components for development and tissue 

regeneration, whereas mmp9 is an enzyme 

which makes the environment congenial for 
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freshly formed cells. Individual knockdowns of 

these genes also revealed that these are indeed 

essential for normal retina regeneration.

The researchers also showed the role of a 

microRNA (let-7) which is regulated through a 

particular gene (Lin28a) which allows normal 

Shh signalling during the retina regeneration 

process. “During an injury, you need the 

proliferation of cells that let-7 is capable of 

blocking. So Lin28a steps in action, clears 

or scavenges let-7 and allows differentiated 

cells to be transformed into multipotent stem 

cells, which aid in regeneration,” explains 

Rajesh Ramachandran from the Department 

of Biological Sciences at the Institute and 

corresponding author of the work published in 

the journal Cell Reports.

Mice models

They further carried out studies on mice models 

by injecting the protein. “Shh protein can easily 

bind to its respective receptor and turn on the 

signalling pathway after an acute retinal injury,” 

says Simran Kaur, PhD scholar and first author 

of the work. “Though there was increased 

proliferation and upregulation of the genes, no 

regeneration of the retina was seen in mice.”

“Although we have understood the signals 

and genes behind the regeneration, the whole 

pathway and network need to be unravelled 

before trying it out in the mammalian system,” 

adds Prof. Rajesh.

Researchers dive in to restore coral 

ecosystems

Coral reefs are among the most diverse 

ecosystems on earth, and their role in 

maintaining marine biodiversity is of no small 

measure. However, it is well documented that 

coral systems around the world are bleaching 

and dying due to climate and chemical changes 

in the sea water. A team from National Centre 

for Coastal Research, Chennai, plans to work 

on coral monitoring and restoration in the Gulf 

of Mannar region. “We assess the location and 

coverage of corals through remote sensing, 

and then study how the sediment affects the 

coral reef,” says T Shunmugaraj, who leads this 

project along with M V Ramanamurthy, Director, 

NCCR. The team will also set up an acquatech 

park which will help local persons rear marine 
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ornamental fish towards a sustainable livelihood.

The group has prior experience in studying 

corals across the country. They have 

successfully transplanted and nurtured corals 

in the Lakshadweep region. Now they are set to 

work in the Gulf of Mannar.

Coral bleaching

Corals have a symbiotic relationship with the 

unicellular algae dinoflagellates. An increase 

in sea surface temperatures leads to coral 

bleaching and the breaking of this relationship.

Not all corals are equally sensitive. The 

most susceptible are the branching corals, 

for example, Acropora species, and the 

least susceptible are the massive ones, for 

exampleFavia species.

Coral reefs in India are only seen in some 

localities around the Gulf of Mannar, Gulf of 

Kutch, Lakshadweep islands and Andaman 

and Nicobar Islands. In many of these places, 

bleaching of corals and related cnideria species 

such as giant clam and tentacle sea anemone 

have been observed by the team.

However, constructive interventions exist for 

this problem. The methods include reducing 

harvest of herbivorous fish and minimising 

anthropogenic causes of bleaching.

The National Centre for Coastal Research, 

which comes under the Ministry of Earth 

Sciences, conducted a mapping of corals for 

Gulf of Kutch, Gulf of Mannar, Lakshadweep 

and Andaman and Nicobar islands over a period 

of five years, from 2000 to 2005. Their results 

were startling, as they found less than 40% of 

the coral reefs in India were still alive.

From 2005 to present, the team, with support 

from Department of Science and Technology, 

has surveyed the area around Agatti and 

Kavaratti islands in the Lakshadweep, and in 

an area approximately one acre, transplanted 

branching corals, massive corals and foliac 

corals. “We take a small polyp, tie it to an iron 

frame and take it underwater. The iron frame 

is needed because if you place it directly, 

sediments will fall on them,” explains Dr. 

Shunmugaraj.

Restoration efforts

Over the last decade, this region has seen 

restoration of live corals in these areas. The team 

found that the branching coral Acropora could 
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grow 25 cm in 3 years. Another genera, Pocillopora , 

grew 15 cm in 3 years.

The researchers plan to replicate the model in 

the Gulf of Mannar region, and towards this end, 

they have set up a centre in a 25-acre piece of 

land near the Rameshwaram coast. Partnering 

with Gulf of Mannar Marine National Park 

Authority, they will first monitor the 21 islands in 

this region and identify degraded areas.

In January, after the monsoons, they plan to 

start transplantation work with branching coral 

species.

Indigenous anti-tank missile test-fired

An indigenously developed Man Portable 

Anti-Tank Guided Missile (MPATGM) was 

successfully flight tested for the second time 

from Ahmednagar test range.

It has been developed by the Defence Research 

and Development Organisation (DRDO).

“All the mission objectives have been met. The 

two missions on September 15 and 16 have been 

successfully flight tested for different ranges, 

including the maximum range capability,” the 

DRDO said in a statement.

This low-weight MPATGM will complement the 

Spike Anti-Tank Guided Missile to be procured 

from Israel.

Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 

congratulated the DRDO team, the Army and 

associated industries on their success.

ISRO launches two U.K. satellites

The late-night dark skies at Sriharikota lit up 

in bright orange hues as the PSLV-C42 lifted 

off and vanished into the thick black clouds, 

carrying two satellites from the United Kingdom 

– NovaSAR and S1-4 from the first launch pad 

at the Satish Dhawan Space Centre, SHAR 

here.

The lightest version of the PSLV, flying in its core-

alone version without the six strap-on motors, 

the PSLV-C-42 rose into the skies at 10.08 p.m. 

Almost 18 minutes later, the two satellites were 

placed in the desired orbit by ISRO. This was 

the 12th such launch of a core-alone version of 

the PSLV by ISRO.

“This was a spectacular mission. We have 

placed the satellite in a very, very precise orbit,” 

R. Hutton, Mission Director, said.
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The two satellites, owned by Surrey Satellite 

Technology Ltd (SSTL) were placed in a circular 

orbit around the poles, 583 km from Earth. The 

commercial arm of ISRO, Antrix Corporation 

earned more than Rs. 220 crore on this launch.

The NovaSAR is a technology demonstration 

mission designed to test the capabilities of a new 

low cost S-band SAR platform. It will be used 

for ship detection and maritime monitoring and 

also flood monitoring, besides agricultural and 

forestry applications. The S1-4 will be used for 

environment monitoring, urban management, 

and tackling disasters.

“This unique mission is mainly for ‘ascending 

daytime node’ launch. This is the first time 

we have executed a different type of mission 

altogether,” K. Sivan, Chairman, ISRO said.

Outlining the road map for ISRO, Mr. Sivan said 

the next six months will see 18 missions – 10 

satellite missions and 8 launch vehicle missions.

“We are almost going to have one launch every 

two weeks. Definitely the load on us is going to 

be huge,” he said.

Among the slew of launches scheduled over 

the next few months, the much-awaited 

and delayed, India’s second lunar mission, 

Chandrayaan-2 finally has a launch window.

“Chandrayaan-2 is planned for a window from 

January 3 to February 16, 2019 that we are 

targeting. It can happen anytime during that 

window. But we are aiming for the beginning of 

the window, January 3,” Mr. Sivan said.

“Right now with the status of the rocket, the 

GSLV Mk-3 M1, and the present status of the 

satellite, we are not expecting any more delay. 

At the same time tests are going on.”

Sorting out disputes

“There are many incidents of border 

transgressions that are not being recorded by 

both sides. If it’s reported, then it becomes part 

of the official record. The troops on both sides 

are communicating more and sorting out the 

differences,” said the official.

As per an internal report accessed by The Hindu, 

from August 1-19, as many as 19 incidents of 

transgressions were reported, out of which 13 

were in the Leh sector.

At least three intrusions were reported in Leh, 

Uttarakhand’s Barahoti and the strategically 

sensitive Asaphila in Arunachal Pradesh on 
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August 15 when the two armies held a special 

Border Personnel Meeting at Nathu La in 

Sikkim.

An analysis of the report reveals that the 

transgressions are anywhere from 300 metres 

to 19 km in the Indian Territory.

The official claimed that there were only 10-12 

locations along the China border which saw 

dispute.

ISRO to tap small cities for innovations

The Indian Space Research Organisation 

(ISRO) launched a space technology incubation 

centre in Tripura capital Agartala  . It is the first 

of six such centres planned nationally to build 

capacity in new locations.

More such space research activities will be 

splashed in a big way across small cities to 

tap their talent and include them in the space 

footprint, ISRO Chairman K. Sivan, said.

The incubation centre will be located in the 

National Institute of Technology, Agartala. 

Inaugurating it from Bengaluru, Tripura Chief 

Minister Biplab Kumar Deb said it was time high 

technology programmes reached the remote 

northeast India.

The space agency’s new Capacity Building 

Programme directorate will invest Rs. 2 crore in 

incubation facilities in Jalandhar, Bhubaneswar, 

Tiruchi, Nagpur and Indore.

“We want to go to locations that have a good 

presence of academia and industry but do not 

have activities related to space. The centres will 

bring out prototypes and innovations for ISRO 

in electronics, propulsion and others. We will 

buy the innovations back if we can use them in 

our programmes,” Dr. Sivan said.

Indian space market

He was speaking at the annual event of the India 

Electronics and Semiconductor Association 

(IESA), which has enlarged its ambit to space 

electronics this year.

Domestic industry should increase the 

production of critical electronics items needed 

in space and other programmes, as 75% of it is 

now imported, Dr. Sivan said.

IESA Chairman Anil Kumar Muniswamy said 

the Indian space market offers big opportunity 

to industry as it is estimated to grow to $1.6 

billion by 2023.
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New Akash missiles get green light

The Army, which is inducting the indigenously 

developed Akash short-range surface-to-air 

missile (SRSAM) system, will get an upgraded 

variant. The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) 

gave its procedural approval to the variant.

The Army has already inducted two Akash 

regiments, and ordered two more last year after 

a global tender for the SRSAM was cancelled. 

The Akash system has since been upgraded, 

and the DAC has now approved an upgraded 

variant for the third and fourth regiments.

Advanced features

“The upgraded version will include the seeker 

technology and possess a 360-degree 

coverage, and will be of compact configuration. 

It is an operationally critical equipment, which 

will provide protection to vital assets,” the 

Defence Ministry said in a statement.

The Defence Research and Development 

Organisation (DRDO) developed Akash as part 

of the Integrated Guided Missile Development 

Programme initiated in 1984. It is made by 

Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL). Akash has a 

range of 25 km and can engage multiple targets 

at a time in all-weather conditions. It has a 

large operational envelope, from 30 metre to a 

maximum of 20 km. Each regiment consists of 

six launchers, each having three missiles.

The DAC also gave approval for the development 

of an individual under-water breathing apparatus 

for the T-90 tank. The apparatus is used by the 

tank crew for emergency escape.

ISRO setting up launch pad for 

Gaganyaan mission

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 

is setting up a third launch pad at Sriharikota to 

undertake the Gaganyaan manned space flight 

programme, an ISRO official said on Friday. 

In addition, ISRO is scouting for a location on 

the western sea coast near Gujarat to set up 

another launch pad for Small Satellite Launch 

Vehicles (SSLV).

Third launch pad

“We have two launch pads currently, which are 

already full. A third launch pad is being set up 

for the human space flight. It will be ready in 

time for the mission,” a senior ISRO official said.

In the Independence Day address this year 
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from the Red Fort, Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi had announced that an Indian will go to 

space by 2022.

Following this, ISRO has announced an 

ambitious roadmap to put a three-man Indian 

crew in a low earth orbit for 5-7 days by the 75th 

Independence Day.

ISRO Chairman Dr. Sivan had stated earlier that 

ISRO has begun work on the manned mission in 

2004, and that many of the critical technologies 

required for human spaceflight have already 

been validated through various tests — Space 

Capsule Recovery Experiment, Crew Module 

Atmospheric Re-Entry Experiment and Pad 

Abort Test.

ISRO will use its GSLV Mk-III launch vehicle, 

which can carry the heavier payload of the 

Gaganyaan, and this will take off from the new 

launch pad.

In addition to the third launch pad at Sriharikota, 

ISRO is also scouting for a new location near 

Gujarat for the SSLV.

ISRO is developing the SSLV to offer affordable 

launch options for smaller satellites through 

Antrix, the space agency’s commercial arm. 

ISRO currently piggybacks smaller satellites on 

the PSLV and GSLV along with bigger satellites.

The SSLV is expected to reduce the launch time 

as well as cost less to launch small satellites, 

which are much in demand.

Sugarcane, paddy a hit this kharif

The biggest increases in acreage this kharif 

season come from water guzzling crops such 

as sugarcane and paddy. More resilient crops 

such as nutri-cereals — ragi, jowar, bajra — 

have dropped in acreage this year, Agriculture 

Ministry data reveals.

As on September 20, paddy has been planted 

over 2.5% more area than usual for the 

corresponding week. Sugarcane acreage is up 

a whopping 12% from the norm. On the other 

hand, the acreage of nutri-cereals has dropped 

4.3%, despite the government increasing 

the MSP for these millets and allowing their 

inclusion in the Public Distribution System. The 

acreage of pulses has risen 16% compared to 

the average over the past five years, but has 

actually dropped by more than a percent from 

last year’s acreage.
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Ashok Gulati, Infosys Chair Professor for 

Agriculture at ICRIER, pointed out that all 

sugarcane and a large chunk of the paddy 

harvest are procured by the government or 

bought at government-mandated prices. “So 

farmers’ market risk is covered.”

Organophosphorus pesticide detection 

gets simpler

Using metal-organic framework (MOF) made 

of cadmium chloride and synthesised under 

ambient conditions, a research team has been 

able to detect organophosphorus pesticides 

such as azinphos-methyl, chlorpyrifos, and 

parathion both in water solution and in apples 

and tomatoes. The MOF is highly sensitive 

such that the presence of pesticides as low as 

in parts per billion (ppb) can be detected.

The team led by Dr. Partha Mahata from 

the Department of Chemistry at Jadavpur 

University, Kolkata and Dr. Sudip Kumar Mondal 

of Department of Chemistry, Visva-Bharati 

University, Santiniketan found that the ability to 

detect the three pesticides was unaffected by 

the presence of surfactants. Surfactants are 

used to dissolve pesticides in water.

Though currently available methods for 

pesticide detection are efficient in terms of 

sensitivity, they have other challenges such as 

complicated procedure to prepare samples, 

longer time to analyse samples, need for 

sophisticated instruments and lack of portability 

for use infield use.

The researchers synthesised the MOF by 

mixing cadmium chloride and organic ligand in 

methanol and water at room temperature. After 

seven days, a single crystal of MOF is formed; 

such crystals were used for the study.

The MOF was found to emit intense 

luminescence at 290 nanometre when excited 

by light at 225 nanometre. “It is the organic ligand 

that shows the intense luminescence,” says Dr. 

Mahata. “The organic ligand is tightly bound to 

the metal framework and forms a crystalline 

structure. So loss due to vibration gets reduced 

and luminescence intensity increases.”

In a paper published in the journal Inorganic 

Chemistry, the researchers say that traces of 

pesticides in samples were detected by looking 

for reduction in the intensity of luminescence 
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when the sample containing pesticide was 

added. At a concentration of 30 micromolar of 

azinphos-methyl and chlorpyrifos pesticides, the 

luminescence intensity reduced (or quenched) 

by 90% and 52% respectively. There was 

49% reduction in luminescence in the case of 

parathion.

Three factors

“A combination of three factors is responsible 

for luminescence quenching,” says Dr. 

Mahata. “When the MOF comes in contact with 

pesticides, there is energy transfer (resonance 

energy transfer) from MOF to the pesticides. 

There is also electron transfer from MOF to 

pesticides. Finally, pesticides also absorb some 

amount of light used for exciting the MOF.

In the case of azinphos-methyl pesticide, the 

MOF was able to detect its presence in water 

even when the concentration of the pesticide 

was as low as 25 nanomolar (almost 0.008 

mg per litre or 8 ppb). “The sensitivity will be 

a little less in the case of other two pesticides 

[chlorpyrifos, and parathion] but it will still be in 

the ppb range,” he says.

The researchers tested the MOF’s ability to 

detect azinphos-methyl pesticide in apple 

and tomato extracts. When 30 micromolar 

of the pesticide was used, the luminescence 

quenching or reduction was 71% and 80% in the 

case of apple and tomato extract respectively. 

“So the cadmium-based MOF can be used as 

an alternative pesticide sensor in both water 

solution and sample extracts,” says Dr. Mahata.

“We are also planning to develop MOF-based 

sensors where we can see colour changes in 

visible region of light. We are currently studying 

the detection pesticides in many other fruits and 

vegetables,” he says.

Changing trends in childhood blindness 

in India

A recent World Health Organisation (WHO) 

report has estimated that, across the world, 

19 million children are visually impaired and 

1.4 million among them are legally blind. 

According to the National Program for Control 

of Blindness, the number stands at 8 out of 

10,000 for childhood blindness in India.

A study conducted in two taluks in Karnataka 

has now pointed out that corneal blindness 
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is no longer the leading cause of childhood 

blindness. But blindness due to unavoidable 

causes are on the rise. They found whole-globe 

anomalies (small eye or absence of eyes) and 

uveal coloboma (a gap or a defect in the inner 

layers of the eye) to be the main causes of 

blindness.

From August 2012 to December 2013, about 

8,000 children below the age of 15 were 

screened in 30 villages and 25 urban wards 

in Tumkur district, Karnataka. Medical social 

workers enumerated and identified the children 

with eye defects and further examination was 

done by an ophthalmologist who was stationed 

in the area.

Eye defects were detected in about 550 children 

in the examined group and refractive errors - 

when the eye is not able to focus images due to 

changes in the length of the globe or the shape 

of the cornea - were the most common cause.

The study found that more than 25% of 

the blindness was caused by whole globe 

anomalies and 25% by uveal coloboma. The 

other causes include corneal xerosis, cortical 

visual impairment, and retinal problems. 

Corneal xerosis is dryness of the cornea, the 

most common cause being vitamin A deficiency. 

It shows up as a dry and lustreless cornea. In 

extreme cases, the cornea can turn white or 

sometimes ulcerate. Cortical visual impairment 

is a decreased visual response due to a 

neurological problem affecting the visual part of 

the brain. Retina problems usually cause day 

or night blindness and are mostly a hereditary 

disease.

Initial treatment was given to children with 

visual impairments. Those with refractive errors 

were provided spectacles and children with 

major conditions were referred to a paediatric 

ophthalmologist at a tertiary hospital and treated 

there.

“In the 1990s, corneal blindness, caused by 

vitamin A deficiency, was the leading cause 

of childhood blindness. The National vitamin 

A prophylaxis programme has brought 

down the prevalence. But alarmingly, the 

number of [occurrences of] blindness due to 

unavoidable causes has gone up,” explains 

Dr. Vasudha Kemmanu, consultant paediatric 

ophthalmologist in Narayana Nethralaya in 
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Bengaluru and first author of the study published 

in the journal Eye.

“Not much can be done in the case of eye injury 

during delivery or due to any damage to the 

cortical area of the brain. But we can establish 

low vision rehabilitative services before the child 

turns five years, where the child can be trained 

to use his vision to the best,” says Dr. Bhujanga 

K.Shetty, Chairman at the hospital and one of 

the authors of the paper.

Dr. Vasudha further explains that consanguineous 

marriage could be one of the reasons for eye 

diseases causing blindness. Further studies 

are being carried out to understand the role of 

such marriages. “We found that in 34% of the 

kids with eye defects their parents were blood-

relatives such as uncles and nieces,” she adds.

DNA metabarcoding reveals herb-

specific diet of pikas

Animal poop may seem inconsequential but it 

supplies scientists with precious information: 

from a tiger’s identity to elephant stress levels. 

Most recently, faeces of Royle’s pika – a small 

rabbit-like mammal found in India's Himalaya 

– reveal that these animals survive almost 

entirely on specific plants that grow only in cold, 

wet conditions; plants that are not expected 

to tolerate the warmer weather that climate 

change would bring.

Warmer weather can alter plant communities in 

high-altitude ecosystems like the Himalaya and 

also affect animals that depend on them. For 

instance, fossil records reveal that cold-loving 

pikas dwelt in parts of then-frigid Africa, too. 

However, warmer weather around 5-10 million 

years ago reduced the ‘C3’ plants (ancient plants 

that use more water during photosynthesis and 

can survive only in cold and wet climes) that the 

pikas ate, leading to the animals’ extinction.

In such times, unravelling animal diets is crucial, 

and researchers at Bengaluru’s Indian Insitute 

of Science and the University of Sheffield 

deciphered the plant families that the Royle’s 

pika – which prefers rocky areas, especially 

tali (piles of rock that accumulate at mountain 

bases) – eats. They collected 172 pika faeces 

(pellets) from five locations in Uttarakhand 

including the Nandadevi Biosphere Reserve. In 

the laboratory, they used a method known as 
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DNA ‘metabarcoding’, which helps identify the 

DNA of plant species in animal faeces.

Pellet facts

The researchers found that the pellets 

contained 79 different genera of plants (earlier, 

visual observations of animals feeding had 

revealed only 26 species); 97% of these are 

C3 plants that cannot tolerate hot and dry 

weather. The results, published in Molecular 

Ecology, also reveal that the pikas prefer forbs 

(flowering herbs) over grasses; more than 

50% of plants they eat are endemic to the 

Himalayas. Interestingly, the team also find that 

characteristics of a talus can influence plant 

diversity; a larger talus increased plant species, 

offering pikas a more diverse diet. “A talus with 

deeper and wider crevices permits easy access 

for predators,” said Bhattacharyya. “We found 

that pikas dwelling in such areas had a lower 

diversity of plants in their diets since predation 

risks made them more cautious.”

Currently, there is no dearth of C3 plants 

available for the pikas that are distributed widely 

between 2,400-5,000 metres in the Himalaya. 

However, pikas could be affected if climate 

change reduces the distribution of C3 plants 

that the mammals feed almost entirely on, write 

the authors.

India conducts successful interceptor 

missile test at night

India successfully conducted an interceptor 

missile test from Abdul Kalam Island in 

Odisha   night, achieving a major milestone in 

developing a two-layer Ballistic Missile Defence 

system. The Prithvi Defence Vehicle mission is 

for engaging targets at an altitude of above 50 

km of the earth’s atmosphere, a DRDO scientist 

said.

India’s Mars probe completes four years 

in orbit: ISRO

India’s maiden interplanetary mission — the 

Mars Orbiter Mission (MOM) — has completed 

four years orbiting the red planet, according to 

ISRO. The mission, launched on November 

5, 2013, placed itself into the Martian orbit on 

September 24, 2014. Though the designed 

mission life of MOM was six months, it has been 

sending scientific data for four years.
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Record kharif foodgrains production 

expected

India’s food grains production is estimated 

at a record 141.59 million tonnes (MT) in the 

kharif season of 2018-19 crop year, Agriculture 

Minister Radha Mohan Singh said.

The country had produced 140.73 MT food 

grains in the kharif season of 2017-18 crop 

years (July-June).

The Minister released the first advance 

estimates of foodgrains production for kharif 

(summer-sown) season for 2018-19 crop years.

“The country witnesses foodgrain production 

estimated at 141.59 MT, an increase of 11.94 

MT against 129.65 MT average productions 

during 2012-17,” Mr. Singh tweeted.

Accordong to the data shared by the Minister, 

rice output is estimated at a record 99.24 

MT, oilseeds 22.19 MT, maize 21.47 MT and 

sugarcane 383.89 MT.

Rice production stood at 97.5 MT in last year’s 

kharif season, while oilseeds output was 20.99 

MT. The sugarcane production stood at 376.9 

MT.

The sowing operation of kharif crops begins 

with the onset of monsoon and harvesting 

starts from mid-September. Paddy, maize and 

soyabean are major kharif crops

New telecom policy aims to provide 

broadband access to all citizens by 2022

The Union Cabinet   approved the new telecom 

policy that aims to provide broadband access 

to every citizen at 50 Mbps speed by the year 

2022.

The National Digital Communications Policy 

2018, which envisions attracting $100 

billion investments into the country’s digital 

communications sector, aims at creating at 

least 40 lakh new jobs in the sector in the next 

four years.

Evolving at rapid pace

“The last telecom policy was announced in 

2012… The communication sector has been 

evolving at a rapid pace globally, especially with 

technologies such as 5G and Internet of Things. 

There was a need for a new consumer-centric 

and application-centric policy,” Minister for 

Communications Manoj Sinha told the media.

The policy aims at expanding the IoT ecosystem 
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to five billion connected devices, create globally 

recognised IPRs in India and create a fund for 

R&D in new technologies. It also pitches for 

leveraging Artificial Intelligence and Big Data 

to enhance the quality of services offered, 

spectrum management and network security 

while also establishing India as a global hub for 

cloud computing. Welcoming the much-awaited 

policy, the industry called for a close monitoring 

of its timely implementation “so that the industry 

can recuperate from the deepening financial 

stress.” “Thus, the most important and urgent 

requirement is to restore the financial health 

of the sector for which the policy document 

envisages the reduction in levies and ease of 

doing business. This will help the industry in 

achieving the goals of and fulfilling the objectives 

outlined in the policy,” said Rajan S Mathews, 

DG at industry body COAI.

The policy has called for a review of levies and 

fees — including licence fee, universal service 

obligation fund levy and spectrum usage 

charges, on the sector. This is expected to help 

the debt-laden telecom sector. However, the 

government may take up to a year to decide on 

these issues the Minister said in response to a 

query.

River pollution: NGT directs States to act

Taking suo motu cognisance of a report in The 

Hindu on the increase in polluted river stretches 

in the country, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) 

has directed all States and Union Territories to 

prepare action plans within two months.

Stating that the action plans should aim at 

improving the polluted stretches for “at least 

bathing purposes”, a bench headed by NGT 

Chairperson Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel said, 

“We are of the view that the situation is far from 

satisfactory and action is required to be taken 

on war footing. There has to be meaningful 

further action to restore the minimum prescribed 

standards for all the rivers of the country.”

The Hindu, on September 17, had reported, 

quoting data from the Central Pollution Control 

Board that the number of polluted river stretches 

in the country had increased to 351 from 302 

over the last two years.

The tribunal specified that Chief Secretaries of 

each State and administrators of UTs will be 
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“personally accountable for failure to formulate 

action plan.”

The bench directed that four-member 

committees, comprising representatives of 

State pollution control boards and the State 

governments, be constituted for preparing and 

executing the action plans.

“The action plan will include components like 

identification of polluting sources including 

functioning or status of sewage treatment 

plants, common effluent treatment plants, solid 

waste management and processing facilities, 

quantification and characterisation of sewage 

generated in the catchment area of the polluted 

river stretch” the bench said.

Stating that the pollution control boards had 

failed to check pollution, the bench said, “They 

have not been able to stop dumping of waste, 

discharge of effluents in rivers and water 

bodies.”

Govt. unveils centre for data analytics

With a view to fast-tracking the adoption of 

data analytics in the government to improve 

delivery of services to citizens, Electronics and 

IT Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad unveiled a 

Centre of Excellence for Data Analytics (CEDA).

The centre would help build analytic solutions 

that are specific to a particular problem which 

may relate to a single or a combination of 

departments, an official statement said.

It added that the centre would also provide 

data profiling tools and techniques along with 

necessary expertise to analyse the data for 

quality issues.

Improve data collection

“While data cleaning shall be done for 

making the data ready for analytical use, 

recommendations shall also be given in order 

to help the department take necessary actions 

to further improve their data collection process,” 

it said.

Besides creating the analytics solutions for the 

government departments, CEDA would also 

focus on training and enabling the departments 

to do self-service analytics.

Bengal officials race against time to save 

rescued corals

Unlike the other seizures in the past, officials 
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of the Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) 

faced a different kind of challenge when they 

recovered 20 live corals from a house in Dum 

Dum in north Kolkata. While there are routine 

reports of smuggling of birds, turtles, elephant 

tusks and rhino horns, instances of coral 

smuggling are rare.

On interrogation, the 26-year-old accused, 

Upendranath Goswami, said he had received 

the corals from the Thoothukudi coast in Tamil 

Nadu, part of the Gulf of Mannar landscape. 

Goswami was allegedly trying to sell them to 

marine hobbyists.

Located along the eastern coast between the 

island of Rameswaram and Thoothukudi, a 

cluster of islands in the Gulf of Mannar is home 

to an expansive reef population.

“If the corals need to be saved they should 

be restored in their natural reefs in Tuticorin. 

We have contacted the officials of Tamil Nadu 

Forest department and sought permission of 

the Court in West Bengal so that these corals 

can be restored to their natural habitat,” Deputy 

Director, WCCB, Eastern Region, Agni Mitra 

told The Hindu .

Court nod for return

A court in Barrackpore   granted permission for 

the live corals to be transported back to Tamil 

Nadu.

The seizure was carried out jointly by the 

WCCB and Forest Directorate, West Bengal, 

late evening.

All the hard corals seized are protected marine 

wildlife listed in Schedule-I of The Wildlife 

Protection Act, 1972 and any attempt of 

smuggling and commercially exploiting these 

resources involves a minimum term of three to 

seven years, Mr. Mitra added.

WCCB officials said live corals are very sensitive 

to water parameters and they have temporarily 

engaged the accused under a custody bond 

(zimmanama) for maintenance of the corals.

After obtaining necessary clearances from the 

court, the live corals will have to be restored to 

the natural habitat within 24 to 48 hours.

While in other cases of wildlife smuggling, the 

live animals or birds are released into nearby 

forests and suitable habitats, in this case the 

corals will be flown about 2,000 km to be 

restored to their natural habitation.
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Better enforcement

Saket Badola, head of TRAFFIC India, a leading 

NGO working globally on trade in wild animals, 

said there were reports of corals being traded 

and more action should be taken by enforcement 

agencies to tackle the illegal trade. “Corals are 

facing threat of climate change and smuggling 

can be an added threat,” Mr. Badola said.

Describing the smuggling of corals as a very 

serious issue, coral expert and scientist at the 

Zoological Survey of India (ZSI), Tamal Mondal, 

welcomed the effort on the part of the WCCB 

to restore the corals to their natural habitation. 

He identified the seized live corals under genus 

Goniopora sp, Favites sp and Symphyllia sp.

“It is not easy to extract a live coral from its 

reefs by bare hands; tools like hammers and 

chisel must have been used. This also indicates 

a smuggling network which needs to be busted 

to save the coral ecosystem,” Mr. Mondal said.

Corals are considered to be among the most 

dynamic ecosystems, providing shelter, and 

physical and ecological support to marine flora 

and fauna.

The scientist said there are only four coral 

major reef areas in the Indian waters in the 

Andaman & Nicobar Islands, the Gulf of Mannar, 

Lakshadweep and the Gulf of Kutch, where all 

of three major types of reefs — fringing, atoll & 

barrier — are found.

Mechanism of colistin resistance in 

Klebsiella bacteria unravelled

A study carried out in Chennai has found bacteria 

resistant to colistin drug, a last-line antibiotic, in 

51 of the 110 (46%) fresh food samples (poultry, 

mutton, fish, and vegetables) tested. Though 

colistin-resistant bacteria have been found in 

food samples in more than 30 countries, this is 

the first time researchers in India have looked 

for and found them in fresh food.

More importantly, the researchers, led by Dr. 

Abdul Ghafur of Apollo Cancer Institute, Chennai, 

have for the first time uncovered the mechanism 

by which Klebsiella pneumoniae bacteria in 

food samples develop resistance to colistin.

The mechanism

While mcr-1 gene in E. coli confers resistance 

to colistin drug, mutations and insertional 

inactivation in mgrB gene are responsible for 
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colistin resistance inKlebsiella . In the case of 

insertional inactivation, an external genetic 

element (called insertion sequence) gets 

inserted into a normal mgrB gene leading 

to its inactivation. Once the mgrB gene gets 

inactivated, the Klebsiella bacteria become 

resistant to colistin antibiotic.

“In clinical settings, the mcr-1 gene is less 

significant than the mgrB gene mutations for 

colistin resistance. This is because most of 

colistin resistance seen in clinical settings 

comes from Klebsiella bacteria and not E. coli ,” 

says Dr. Ghafur. Theresults of the studywere 

published in the Journal of Global Antimicrobial 

Resistance.

The mcr-1 gene is found in the plasmid (a small 

DNA molecule outside the chromosome) of 

the bacteria and can easily spread between 

different types of bacteria thus spreading 

resistance. However, the mgrB gene is located 

in the chromosome of the bacteria and so less 

likely to spread. The researchers have now 

unravelled how colistin resistance spreads 

in Klebsiella bacteria despite mgrB gene being 

confined to the chromosome.

Once the insertion sequence inactivates the 

mgrB gene and makes the bacteria colistin 

resistant, the insertion sequence moves out 

from the chromosome to the plasmid of the 

bacteria. Once inside the plasmid, the insertion 

sequence can easily spread to other bacteria. 

Once it spreads to another bacterium, the 

insertion sequence moves from the plasmid 

to the chromosome where it gets inserted into 

the mgrB gene making it inactive. “This is how 

colistin resistance spreads in Klebsiella bacteria 

even though the mgrB gene is found inside 

the chromosome,” says Dr. Ghafur, technical 

advisory member of India’s national antibiotic 

policy.

The researchers first identified colistin-

resistant Klebsiella in the food samples. Then 

they looked and found mgrB gene mutation 

in Klebsiella . “We identified 30 samples with 

colistin-resistant Klebsiella . Of the 30 samples, 

six had insertion sequences. This is the first 

time that mgrB gene mutation and the presence 

of insertion sequence have been identified in 

food Klebsiella ,” he says. “This finding has 

remarkable public health significance as colistin 
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resistance in Klebsiella can spread to humans.”

Colistin is extensively used in veterinary 

practices as a growth promoter. The powerful 

antibiotic kills the bacteria in the animal gut 

leading to greater absorption of the animal feed 

thus making the animals grow fat and fast. Up 

to 70% of antibiotics manufactured in the world 

are used as a growth promoter in animals.

The extensive usage of colistin in animals leads 

to generation of colistin-resistant bacteria in 

poultry and freshwater fish. The use of chicken 

litter as a manure in agriculture results in the 

transmission of the colistin-resistant bacteria to 

vegetables.

There is a greater risk of transmission of 

colistin-resistant bacteria from fresh vegetables 

and meat to humans. Though cooking kills the 

bacteria, the possibility of cross-contamination 

of the bacteria prior to cooking serves as mode 

of entry into humans.

“Many countries including China have already 

banned the use of colistin as a growth promoter. 

India is now planning a similar ban,” he says.

IISc team finds new approaches to kill 

TB bacteria

Oxidative stress can directly damage the DNA, 

proteins and lipids of most of the bacteria 

and eventually kill them. However, disease-

causing bacteria have evolved mechanisms to 

survive such stressful conditions. One of the 

ways bacteria overcome oxidative stress is by 

condensing or compacting the DNA (nucleoid). 

Compacted DNA has reduced surface area and 

hence lower vulnerability to oxidative stress.

The role of several nucleoid-associated proteins 

produced by bacteria in condensing the DNA is 

also well known. But for the first time a protein 

(WhiB4) that condenses the DNA of TB-causing 

bacteria in response to oxidative stress has 

been found by a multi-institutional team led by 

Prof. Amit Singh from Indian Institute of Science 

(IISc), Bengaluru.

“Though the role of proteins in condensing DNA 

and the connection between DNA compaction 

and bacteria’s ability to survive oxidative stress 

are already known, this is the first time the role 

of a protein to condense DNA upon directly 

sensing oxidative stress in any bacteria has 
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been reported,” says Prof. Singh. Theresults 

were publishedin the journal Redox Biology .

While DNA compaction helps the bacteria survive 

stressful conditions, the compaction has to be 

only for a brief period and should be reversible. 

Prolonged compaction could adversely impact 

bacterial multiplication, conversion of DNA into 

RNA, and formation of protein molecules.

WhiB protein action

The active form of WhiB4 protein is produced 

in the presence of oxidative stress leading to 

compaction of TB bacterial DNA. The protein 

level reduces after a while and thus preventing 

long-lasting condensation, and also allows the 

compacted DNA to revert to its original state. 

“We found the WhiB4 protein was helping the 

TB bacteria to persist within the host when 

exposed to stressful conditions,” says Dr. 

Manbeena Chawla, from IISc and one of the 

first authors of the paper.

Since prolonged DNA compaction would 

be detrimental to the bacteria and would 

eventually kill them, the researchers turned to 

genetic engineering to replace the promoter of 

the WhiB4 protein with another one that can 

be artificially regulated. (The promoter has to 

be active for a protein to be produced.) “Using 

extremely low dose (about 100 nanograms) 

of tetracycline drug we were able to artificially 

activate the promoter, which kept the WhiB4 

levels elevated and guaranteed permanent 

DNA condensation,” says Dr. Saurabh Mishra 

from IISc and another first author of the paper.

“This was a proof-of-concept study to show that 

artificially elevating the levels of WhiB4 protein 

led to prolonged compaction of DNA leading 

to bacterial death which is oxidative stress 

dependent,” says Dr. Kushi Anand from IISc 

and another first author of the paper.

Two approaches

TB bacteria found inside human cells 

(macrophages) can be killed using two different 

approaches. One is to identify the negative 

regulator of WhiB4 protein and then developing 

an inhibitor against this regulator. The inhibitor 

will facilitate the production of WhiB4 protein 

in excess for a long time leading to long-

lasting DNA compaction causing TB bacteria 

death. “But we don’t know if there are one or 

more regulators of WhiB4 protein. Many times 
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bacteria have multiple layers of backup system,” 

Prof. Singh says.

The second approach is to use a drug or an 

inhibitor specific to TB bacteria that directly 

causes DNA compaction for a long time 

leading to bacteria death. “Small molecules 

that compact E. coli DNA for extended period 

causing death has already been shown,” Prof. 

Singh says.

In any bacteria there are two pathways 

— production of antioxidants and DNA 

condensation — that help protect the bacteria 

from oxidative stress. In2012 study in Molecular 

Microbiology, a team led by Prof. Singh had 

shown that WhiB4 protein is responsible for 

production of antioxidants. The latest study 

shows the role of WhiB4 protein in regulating 

DNA condensation. Thus WhiB4 protein plays 

a crucial role in protecting TB bacteria from 

oxidative stress.

Finding drugs that can either keep the WhiB4 

protein level high or DNA condensed for a long 

time might be challenging. Particularly, as the 

drug has to cross the macrophage barrier and 

get inside the infected cell and then enter the 

TB bacteria. Alternatively, viruses that infect 

TB bacteria can be used as vehicles to carry 

WhiB4 protein into the bacteria. Here, the 

WhiB4 protein from TB bacteria genome has to 

be amplified and cloned into the virus genome.

These viruses specifically target TB bacteria 

and so human cells will be spared. But like 

in the case of the drug, the virus with the 

WhiB4 protein in its genome has to cross the 

macrophage barrier to get inside the infected 

cell before infecting the TB bacteria. And that 

will again be a challenge.

AIIMS study finds 23% prevalence 

of hypertension among rural school 

children

A recent study conducted across primary 

and secondary schools in rural areas of four 

Indian states has revealed that about 23% of 

the children had high blood pressure (BP). 

The high prevalence of high BP in otherwise 

healthy schoolchildren turns the spotlight on the 

need for proper screening and management 

programmes.

A multi-institutional team led by doctors from 
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All India Institutes of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), 

New Delhi screened over 14,000 children in the 

age group 5-15 years in Goa, Haryana, Gujarat 

and Manipur. Children with known medical 

complications were excluded from the study. 

Almost equal number of boys and girls were 

studied.

Of the 23% children with high BP, 13.6% 

exhibited systolic hypertension, 15.3% diastolic 

hypertension and 5.9% exhibited both.

Lifestyle changes

“Most of these elevated BP cases can be 

corrected with lifestyle modifications such as 

regular exercises, reduction in the intake of junk 

food,” says Dr. Anita Saxena, Professor from 

the Department of Cardiology at AIIMS and the 

corresponding author of the paper published in 

the European Journal of Preventive Cardiology.

The researchers found wide variation in high BP 

numbers depending on the location — at nearly 

30%, Manipur had the highest prevalence, 

followed by Haryana (26.5%), Gujarat (13.6%) 

and Goa (about 10%).

According to the report, the prevalence was 

higher in the two states which have lower 

ambient temperatures over the year, while two 

with lower prevalence are closer to the ocean. 

“Higher humidity [in Gujarat and Goa] could 

have caused increased perspiration and hence 

salt and water loss from body,” the study says. 

Ethnic variations and genetic factors could have 

also played a role.

Unlike in the case of adults, blood pressure 

cutoffs in children below 15 years depend 

on age, gender and percentile height. “This 

makes the process cumbersome and difficult 

for doctors and health-care providers,” says Dr. 

Rajiv Narang, Professor at the Department of 

Cardiology, AIIMS and first author of the paper. 

“In an earlier study, we found that simple cut-

offs of 120/80, 125/85 and 135/90 mmHg can be 

used to detect high blood pressure in children 

of ages 5, 10 and 15 years, respectively.”

High BP in childhood can lead to early onset of 

heart diseases in adulthood and so there is an 

urgent need for early monitoring.

Obesity-linked hypertension seen in many 

western countries is now been seen in children 
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in developing countries.

More studies in the Indian context and also 

newer aspects of hypertension like prenatal 

exposure to maternal stress and effect of traffic-

related air pollution need to be examined.

59 plant species in IUCN threat categories

Threatened wildlife is not just about tigers 

but numerous plants too. Recently, scientists 

identified the threat status of 59 Indian 

plant species based on criteria used by the 

International Union for Conservation of Nature 

(IUCN), in the hope that this “streamlines” 

conservation efforts for the plants.

Quantifying threat levels of species can be 

crucial for their conservation. For instance, 

funding agencies often consider the threat 

status of species provided in IUCN’s Red List (a 

catalogue of the world’s threatened species), to 

sponsor research and conservation activities to 

save them. Around 2,700 plant species in India 

are at risk but very few have been assessed by 

the IUCN, according to Dr. S.K. Barik, Director of 

Lucknow’s CSIR-National Botanical Research 

Institute.

To bridge this gap, Dr. Barik and experts from 

several institutes prioritized 59 plant species 

that are at risk of “elimination” if the threat 

levels they face are not assessed soon. They 

assigned each species a threat status based on 

IUCN criteria.

This included the extent and area of each 

plant’s geographical range, which revealed 

that 10 species are critically endangered, 18 

endangered, six vulnerable, five near threatened 

and one species each are data deficient and 

least concern.

The threat levels of some plants have been 

altered as a result; for instance the palm 

Bentinckia nicobarica is currently listed as 

endangered; however the new study suggests 

it is critically endangered based on its 

distributional attributes (the palm is reported 

only from the Great Nicobar Island).

Based on population sizes and numbers of 

mature individuals remaining in the wild (using 

field surveys that also revealed that habitat loss 

was a huge factor affecting many declining plant 

populations), the team classified 10 species 

as critically endangered, three as endangered 
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and five as vulnerable. Germination tests in the 

laboratory also suggest that factors such as low 

seed viability could have caused declines in the 

wild too.

The study initiated in 2012 to assign threat 

status to select plants, is published in current 

Science. The study also generated data on 38 

species that have never been assessed by the 

IUCN.

“We hope IUCN will take this assessment into 

account while updating their Red List,” said lead 

author Dr. Barik.

“Yes, IUCN will take into consideration this 

published information when these species do 

come up for assessment,” confirmed Dr. N.M. 

Ishwar, programme coordinator of IUCN-India, 

by email.

Arctic observations to predict tropical 

cyclones

Weather observations in the Arctic can help 

track tropical and mid-latitude cyclones more 

accurately, improving the forecast of extreme 

climate events, scientists say.

“Extreme weather events have been frequently 

observed in all seasons all over the world,” 

said Kazutoshi Sato, an assistant professor 

at the Kitami Institute of Technology in the 

US. “Hurricanes and typhoons are one of the 

most influential phenomena for human life. 

Precise weather forecast is critical to enable 

communities to adequately prepare for weather 

disasters.”

For the study published in the journal Scientific 

Reports , researchers performed weather 

forecast experiments for three tropical cyclones 

that occurred over the North Atlantic and North 

Pacific during 2016, to determine whether 

additional observations could help predict 

their paths and intensity more accurately. To 

supplement existing weather data observations, 

additional observations were conducted using 

weather balloons released from ship- and land-

based weather stations based in the Arctic.

The data were analysed using a data 

assimilation system developed in Japan Agency 

for Marine-Earth Science and Technology, 

which can produce reanalysis datasets by 

“mixing” observations into global atmospheric 

conditions. The observations improved the 
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predictability of the cyclones, allowing the scientists to track the paths of the cyclones as well as 

forecast their intensity more accurately.

“This study demonstrated the usefulness of additional Arctic observations for mid-latitude numerical 

weather forecasts for tropical cyclones,” said Jun Inoue, from NIPR.
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Indian Ocean

The foundational agreement Communications 

Compatibility and Security Agreement 

(COMCASA) which India concluded with the 

U.S. at the 2+2 dialogue will enable Indian 

military to get a better picture of the Indian 

Ocean Region (IOR) which is seeing increasing 

Chinese movements, officials said.

“With CISMOA [COMCASA is an India-specific 

version of CISMOA], Indian armed forces will 

get to fully exploit the capability of the military 

platforms procured from the US. For instance, 

the P-8I reconnaissance aircraft of the Navy 

which have emerged as a major force multiplier 

are currently operating at limited capacity,” a 

defence official said.

As a consequence of CISMOA, India will get 

access to Combined Enterprise Regional 

Information Exchange System or CENTRIXS 

for short which is the secure communication 

system network of the US.

Navy ships with CENTRIXS systems on board 

can communicate securely with the U.S. Navy 

when needed and can benefit from the wider 

situational picture of the region as they have 

a large number of ships and aircraft deployed. 

“This will reduce the stress on our assets 

and allow us prioritise our deployments more 

efficiently,” one officer said.

Even within the system there are also specific 

codes/keys which have to be verified by both 

sides to enable communication or access 

information, the officer said.

According to information on the U.S. Navy 

website, “CENTRIXS consists of a collection 

of coalition wide area networks (WAN) known 

as enclaves” and is a “great enabler, allowing 

ship-to-ship operational dialogue between the 

two nations in text and web-based formats.”

However, there are persistent concerns that 

this would allow U.S. Navy access to India’s 

own secure communication network and also 

that the information shared with the U.S. will be 

accessible by Pakistan.

Misc. News
and Events 
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‘Safeguards in place’

Officials brushed aside these fears as specific 

measures have been incorporated in the 

agreement to “have full access to the relevant 

equipment and there will be no disruptions.”

“Data acquired through such systems cannot 

be disclosed or transferred to any person or 

entity without India’s consent,” another official 

said, adding this is an enabling instrument 

and does not commit India to acquire U.S. 

platforms. So far in joint exercises, Indian Navy 

used to temporarily plug in portable CENTRIXS 

systems to communicate with U.S. assets.

‘Areas under Maoists have shrunk by 

40% in past three years’

What is the position of the red corridor as 

of now as many areas have been cleared of 

Maoist presence?

If you look at the number of districts, then the 

areas under the influence of left-wing extremism 

have shrunk by more than 40% in the last three 

years.

Any particular area where the thrust is on?

Today, the main challenge is in south Bastar 

and also some areas on the Odisha-Andhra 

Pradesh border and certain parts of Jharkhand.

There have been reports of Maoists 

recruiting children?

Maoists are known to use children and women 

for gathering information. Sometimes, they 

are also sent as advance teams to track the 

movement of forces. They are also used as a 

cover whenever there is confrontation with the 

security forces.

What will be the strength of the Maoists?

It varies in different regions. In Jharkhand, 

the number of active cadres wouldn’t be more 

than 300. In Chhattisgarh, large groups are 

operating. The Dandakaranya Special Zone 

Committee, the strongest military formation in 

south Bastar, presents most challenge to us. 

We have opened 15 new camps in Chhattisgarh 

this year, and we are getting closer to their core 

areas, so that the striking distance and striking 

time decreases.

What has been the other challenge?

IEDs (improvised explosive devices) have been 

the main threat this year. Last year, 575 IEDs 
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were detected; maximum were in Jharkhand 

(292) followed by Chhattisgarh (159) and Bihar 

(81). This year, already 230 IEDs have been 

recovered, mostly from the three States. Last 

year, there were 29 IED explosions and this 

year, 16 such blasts have taken place. Central 

forces will clear the areas but subsequently 

these areas have to be developed by opening of 

roads, bridges, schools, banks, mobile towers… 

People realise Maoists are anti-development, 

that is why the areas of influence have been 

shrinking.

Who is the number one target of the security 

forces in the current Maoist leadership?

The main military formations are in south 

Bastar. Hidma leads one of these formations. 

This is their core area. We are approaching it 

from north and plugging in from the Telangana 

side also. From all the sides, we are getting 

in more forces and more personnel are to be 

inducted in Chhattisgarh … frequent operations 

are planned to deny them the space.

What about action against supporters 

operating in villages?

The CRPF has helped local police apprehend 

around 500 people who had warrants against 

them. People who are part of the support system 

of the Maoists, in terms of logistics, providing 

intelligence to the Maoists, raising manpower, 

helping them in planting IEDs, identifying 

potential recruits. So they have different layers 

… not just military organisation, they have a 

very tight control over the villagers and keep a 

check on their movement and what they do.

Where are they getting the explosives from?

Most explosives are assembled through 

commonly available materials. Urea, diesel, 

gelatine (used in quarrying), cordex wire and 

detonators (used in mines), etc. are used to 

make IEDs. There are quite a few suggestions 

to plug the gaps like delay mechanism in 

detonators at the time of manufacturing. 

Government is also considering if detonators 

could only be activated with the help of security 

codes. With the introduction of such advanced 

technologies, the detonators could be tracked 

and its misuse restricted.

There were reports of Maoists concealing 



     aspirantforum.com
Hindu and PIB Crux
   Vol. 49
  News and Events of Sept. 2018

Vo
l. 

49
 S

ep
t. 

 2
01

8

Visit Aspirantforum.com for guidance and study material for IAS Exam.

asp
ira
nt
for
um

.co
m

IEDs under roads at the time of construction. 

Has the issue been addressed?

Recently, we recovered IEDs weighing more 

than 50 kg that were inserted at the time when 

the road was being constructed. That threat is 

not entirely removed … there could be more 

IEDs there, constant effort being made to 

defuse them. We are looking at mechanised 

ways of detecting the IEDs, rather than the 

handheld detectors because they cannot cover 

much area. 

If we need to cover 40 km of a road, then 

a vehicle with an array of detectors in front 

can check the entire road in one go?

In 2017, we recovered 847 kg of explosives, this 

year already 1,151 kg have been recovered. As 

much as 90% of our losses and injuries have 

been through IEDs. The threat from IED was 

already there, but now they are resorting to it 

even more as we are able to defend ourselves 

better in combat situations and they are not 

able to inflict much damage.

Where is Muppala Lakshman Rao, alias 

Ganapathi, the elusive head of the banned 

CPI (Maoist)?

I would not like to disclose it.

Do you have his recent photograph?

It is the work of the intelligence agencies and 

as I said earlier, I can’t share anything on his 

whereabouts.

‘Indian Air Force ready for spakce 

challenge’

The Indian Air Force and its arms are fully 

geared up for supporting the first Indian human 

space mission of 2022, IAF chief Air Chief 

Marshal B.S.Dhanoa said on Friday.

Coming at a short notice, the Human Space 

Flight Programme or HSP is daunting and throws 

a different kind of challenge at the IAF, he said. 

“We have in-house capabilities at the Institute 

of Aerospace Medicine [IAM]; we have selected 

our cosmonauts in the past. IAM will play a 

key role in human engineering support and the 

development of the space crew capsule. It is 

fully geared up to whatever tasks it must do,” 

Air Chief Marshal Dhanoa said at the institute’s 

annual aerospace medicine conference.

Selection of astronauts would take 12-14 

months.
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Indian Space Research Organisation, which is 

tasked with the mission, also called Gaganyaan, 

has earlier said its three astronauts will most 

likely be from among the IAF’s test pilots. Air 

Chief Marshal Dhanoa said ISRO Chairman 

K.Sivan has discussed the project with him and 

the astronauts would be selected and trained 

at IAM and other places once the specific 

requirements of the flyers are finalised.

A second chance to prove legacy: SC

Justice Ranjan Gogoi on the Special Bench 

hearing the Assam National Register of Citizens 

(NRC) case observed   that by allowing the 

claimants to file extra papers, the apex court 

was actually giving them a ‘second chance’ to 

prove their Indian legacy.

“Usually, the process of claims and objections 

would have been restricted to whether the initial 

verification done on the originally submitted 

legacy documents was correct or not. But we 

are doing this as a concession knowing that 

the possibility of misuse is enormous,” Justice 

Gogoi orally observed, before passing the order 

to begin the process for receiving claims and 

objections from 40 lakh persons left out of the 

draft NRC. The Bench, which ordered NRC Co-

ordinator Prateek Hajela to file a report on the 

reliability of the five documents left out, said it 

was apprehensive that these were “capable of 

being manufactured.”

The five documents are: names in NRC, 1951; 

names in electoral roll up to March 24, 1971; 

citizenship certificate; refugee registration 

certificate; certified copies of pre-1971 electoral 

roll, particularly, those issued from the State of 

Tripura; and ration card.

Rajni Kant Mishra, new chief of BSF

The government   appointed Rajni Kant Mishra 

as the Director-General of Border Security 

Force (BSF) in the place of K.K. Sharma, who is 

superannuating on September 30. A 1984 batch 

Indian Police Service officer of Uttar Pradesh 

cadre,

Mr. Mishra has been shifted from the Sashastra 

Seema Bal (SSB). He will head the BSF till 

August 31, 2019. Special D-G (BSF) S.S. 

Deswal, will replace Mr. Mishra in SSB.
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‘India can choose local partner to build Gripen’

If India chooses the Gripen fighter jet, then the choice of the private Indian company to partner 

with Sweden’s SAAB to build the aircraft should be the Indian Government’s and “nobody else’s”, 

Swedish Air Force chief Major General Mats Eric Helgesson said  .

“If the Indian Government chooses the Gripen, the Indian Government should also choose what 

kind of counterpart when it comes to industrial cooperation,” he said in an interview to The Hindu. 

He is on a visit to India on the invitation of his Indian counterpart Air Chief Marshal B.S. Dhanoa.

The offer of the Swedish Government, which SAAB is giving India, is based on the advantages 

and the strengths of the Gripen not on anything else, Major General Helgesson stated on the 

capability of the aircraft, 95 of which are flown by the Swedish Air Force.

The Gripen is powered by American GE-414 engine, a variant of which is on the indigenous Light 

Combat Aircraft Tejas. Asked if the U.S. may hinder the deal in any way if the Gripen is chosen, 

Major General Helgesson hoped that the Americans like everybody else with agreements would 

stick to them.


