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    About the ‘CRUX’

Introducing a new and convenient product, to help the aspirants for the various public services examina-
tions.
The knowledge of the Current Affairs constitute an indispensable tool for all the recruitment examinations 
today.However, an aspirant often finds it difficult to read and memorize all the current affairs, from an exam 
perspective.The Newspapers and magazines are full of information, that may or may not be useful for the 
exams. Thus, acandidate is forced to spend a substantial amount of his time in selecting and maintaining 
notes for the current
affairs.
Another problem is that it is difficult to get every bit of information, relevant from the exam perspective at 
oneplace. Thus, candidates are often found wasting their time in search of current affairs material.
It is with this problem in mind that we have come up with the GIST of The Hindu and Press Information 
Bureau(PIB).
The whole concept of the CRUX is to provide you with a summary of the important news and current 
affairs,from an exam point of view. By reading the CRUX, you will be able to save your precious time and 
effort, as you get all the relevant matter in a summarized and convenient form.
The Crux is particularly helpful for the Civil Services, Banking, SSC and other exams that have a current 
affairs section.
The material is being provided in such a manner that it is helpful for both- objective and descriptive sections.
Our aim is to help the candidates in their effort to get through the examinations. Your efforts and dedication
inspire us to keep going. It is our sincere effort to make your journey easier.

Best Wishes
Editorial Board
Team Aspirant Forum

    Courtesy:
    The Hindu
    Press Information Bureau (PIB)
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National
Impose AFSPA in Garo Hills, says High 
Court
At a time when there is a growing demand to revoke the 
draconian Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, 1958, 
from several States, the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) 
is finding itself in the soup after the Meghalaya High 
Court asked the Centre to consider enforcing AFSPA in 
the militancy-hit Garo Hills region in the State.
The order, issued in a bid to check the threat posed by 
militants, also said, “The Chief Justice and judges of the 
High Court are also getting veiled threats that they would 
have to face the consequence after their retirement.”
The court said, “Even the police and civil administration 
stealthily fulfil the illegal demands of the insurgents.”
The Centre is contemplating challenging the order in the 
Supreme Court and will soon seek a legal opinion on the 
order, a senior government official said.
A full Bench of the High Court, comprising Chief Justice 
Uma Nath Singh, Justice T.N.K. Singh and Justice S.R. 
Sen issued the order on Monday following a hearing re-
lated to the pending case of militants calling bandhs in 
the State.
“We have no option but to direct the Central government 
to consider the use of AFSPA, 1958, in the Garo Hills 
area and deployment of armed and para-military forces 
to control the situation in the aid of civil and police author-
ities, till life becomes normal and the incidents of rampant 
kidnapping and killing stopped,” the order stated.

Apex court nod for draft paper on 
appointment of judges
Justice Khehar explained that a secretariat would bolster 
efforts towards an “open-ended selection process.” “We 
will mine our minds together,” Justice Khehar told the 
top government law officer. These suggestions from the 
Bench were gleaned from over 15,000 pages of views 
which poured in from the public and legal communities 
across the country on ways to reform the opaque collegi-
um system. The Bench undertook to reform the 21-year-
old collegium system, which was restored after it struck 
down the NJAC. But the Constitution Bench’s move to 
accept Mr. Rohatgi’s offer to prepare a draft memoran-
dum evoked both positive and negative responses from 

top legal minds present in the courtroom.
Senior advocate Gopal Subramanium protested that ask-
ing the government to draw up a memorandum, even a 
draft one at that, detailing the procedure to appoint judges 
would open the door for the Executive to interfere with ju-
dicial independence. He said drawing up a memorandum 
was nothing short of an Executive action. “You should 
have politely declined his [AG’s] offer,” Mr. Subramanium 
said. “If we can strike down their NJAC, you think we can-
not strike down a mere clause they can draw up in a draft 
memorandum? This is only a draft. We will finally decide. 
You are taking this is as fait accompli,” Justice Khehar 
countered.

Senior advocate Rajeev Dhawan intervened to suggest 
that the court ask the Attorney-General whether his offer 
was made in his capacity as an “officer of this court or an 
officer of the government.” “The government may want to 
keep a distance now ... it is unlikely, but there it is,” Mr. 
Dhawan said.
However, senior advocate Fali Nariman commended the 
Bench’s efforts to usher in transparency. Mr. Nariman 
submitted that implementation of the court’s suggestions 
for a secretariat, creation of a database of suitable judi-
cial candidates and widening the pool of judicial talent 
would end the criticism against the collegium. The court 
also allayed Mr. Rohatgi’s doubts on whether a five-judge 
Bench could tinker with the Memorandum of Procedure 
framed by the government in 1999 on the basis of a nine-
judge Bench judgment in the Third Judges case. “We will 
keep it in mind. We feel it is too early now to give our 
entire minds,” Justice Khehar responded to Mr. Rohatgi.

‘Centre committed to boost public 
spending on infrastructure’
The Centre was committed to boosting public spending 
on infrastructure in the coming years so that allied sec-
tors such as cement and steel get a boost, leading to 
greater employment generation, Union Minister of State 
for Commerce and Industry Nirmala Sitharaman said 
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during the ‘Resurgent Rajasthan Partnership Summit’.
In a veiled attack on the critics of the NDA Government, 
Ms. Sitharaman said Prime Minister Narendra Modi has 
been making several trips overseas to lift India’s image, 
which, she said, had taken a beating during the last few 
years before the Modi government came to power.
An improved image will help the country attract greater 
foreign investments, increase manufacturing and create 
more jobs, Ms. Sitharaman added.
Opposition parties, including the Congress, have been 
criticising Mr. Modi’s frequent foreign trips — numbering 
about 30 in the 18 months he has been in power — by 
dubbing him as an ‘NRI prime minister.’
Ms. Sitharaman’s comments on increase in public spend-
ing on infrastructure assumes significance because some 
analysts apprehend that owing to the Seventh Pay Com-
mission recommendations and the consequent increase 
in the Centre’s wage bill in the next financial year, as well 
as due to the expected reduction of corporate tax rates, 
the government could be forced to bring down public ex-
penditure (including in infrastructure) in the coming year 
to reduce the fiscal deficit further.
They have warned that it will not be an easy task for the 
government to reduce the fiscal deficit to 3.5 per cent of 
GDP in 2016-17 from 3.9 per cent in 2015-16, especially 
with a higher wage bill and while maintaining the level of 
public expenditure.

CBDT outlines roadmap to phase out 
corporate tax exemptions
The government on Friday announced its roadmap to-
wards phasing out corporate tax exemptions, a commit-
ment made by Finance Minister Arun Jaitley in his Budget 
speech.
The Finance Minister had promised the dual actions of 
reducing the corporate tax rate from 30 per cent to 25 per 
cent in a gradual manner, and the removal of corporate 
tax exemptions.
“Profit linked, investment linked and area based deduc-
tions will be phased out for both corporate and non-cor-
porate tax payers,” a release by the Central Board of Di-
rect Taxes said.
The CBDT added that the provisions with a sunset date 
will not be modified to advance the sunset date and the 
sunset dates provided in the Income Tax Act will not be 
extended.
Regarding tax incentives with no date of termination, the 
CBDT proposes a sunset date of March 31, 2017, adding 

that there will be no weighted deduction with effect from 
01. 04.2017.
During his Budget speech in February, Mr Jaitley had 
raised the issue of India’s perceived high corporate tax 
and large number of exemptions. He said at the time that 
India lost out on both counts—not only was it perceived 
to have a high corporate tax rate, but it did not benefit 
from this in any real sense because of the high number 
of exemptions.

Reducing the corporate tax rate and bringing a system-
atic approach to taxation in general is viewed as one of 
the way India can improve its Ease of Doing Business 
Score. The Finance Minister is expected to announce the 
new corporate tax rate in the upcoming Budget.

Make-in-India initiative seen as growth 
driver for foundries
With the Central Government’s thrust on the manufac-
turing sector and the Make-in-India initiative, the Indian 
foundry industry expects $3 billion of investment in an-
other 10 years to meet the potential demand of 30 million 
tonnes of castings in the country by then.
President of the Institute of Indian Foundrymen, K. Sa-
maraj, and Chairman of the Southern Region of the in-
stitute Nithyanandan Devaraaj told presspersons here 
on Friday that the current installed capacity is 15 million 
tonnes and annual production is 10 million tonnes. India 
is the third largest producer of castings globally. However, 
in the last two years, there had been hardly any capacity 
addition as the projected demand was not there. Almost 
60 per cent of the casting production in the country is for 
the automobile sector. Demand from sectors such as oil, 
infrastructure and mining have also slowed down. In the 
recent months, there are indications of revival in the au-
tomobile sector. Another area of growth that the foundries 
expect for both, ferrous and non-ferrous castings, are in 
defence procurement. The industry needs to invest and 
increase capacity, though it has nearly 50 per cent ex-
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cess capacity now. It needs to be energy efficient and have skilled manpower. In another couple of years, all medium 
and large-scale foundries are expected to have sand reclamation plants for reuse of sand, Mr. Samaraj said. The 
industry also expects consolidation of capacities to some extent. The primary market for Indian casting exports are 
the U.S. and the European Union. Total casting exports were to the tune of 2.2 billion dollars in 2014-2015 and this 
year, the industry expects only a marginal increase because the global economy has slowed down. Imports were to 
the tune of $800 million. Some sectors import castings from Thailand and China. The landing cost of castings from 
China for specific sectors is 15 per cent to 20 per cent lower than the Indian prices. The Indian foundries have sought 
anti-dumping duty on some castings imported from China, Mr. Devaraaj said. “We expect the domestic market to be 
the growth driver for the industry,” Mr. Samaraj added.
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India eyes bankruptcy reform to ease 
decades of gridlock
group of government-appointed advisors has recom-
mended sweeping changes to India’s outdated and over-
burdened bankruptcy system, aiming to modernise a pro-
cess that takes several years and costs investors and 
taxpayers billions.
The changes would be the most ambitious overhaul to 
date of rules governing the liquidation or revival of com-
panies in India, a country with no single bankruptcy code 
and where competing laws, unclear jurisdictions and in-
adequate resources can leave cases languishing for dec-
ades.
The proposals, to be handed to the Finance Ministry as 
early as Monday, will impose deadlines for the first time 
and establish a network of insolvency professionals to 
lighten courts’ workload and tackle delays, T.K. Viswana-
than, Chairman of the Bankruptcy Law Reform Commit-
tee, told Reuters.
Under current rules, even deciding whether to save or 
liquidate an ailing company can take years, leaving it in 
the hands of managers who can - and do - strip assets 
with impunity. Under the proposed changes, a decision 
would have to be reached in 180 days - even 90 days for 
fast-track applications, Mr. Viswanathan said.
“The whole essence of our exercise is that everything is 
done within time,” he said.
Foreign and domestic investors say the difficulty in exit-
ing ventures can deter them from entering.
Cases such as the protracted collapse of liquor tycoon 
Vijay Mallya’s Kingfisher Airline empire have burnt inves-
tors. The airline was grounded in 2012 with some $1.5 
billion in debt and its shares are now worthless, but credi-
tor banks seized his former Mumbai headquarters only 
this year. The fate of his Goan villa is stuck in a prolonged 
court tussle.
India ranks 130 out of 189 in the World Bank’s Ease of 
Doing Business report, below Lesotho and Cameroon, 
not least because of its poor performance in resolving 
insolvency.
The World Bank says it takes 4.3 years on average, more 
than twice as long as in China, with an average recovery 
of 25.7 cents on the dollar, one of the worst among simi-
lar size economies.

‘Dead horses’
Troubled companies in India, or their creditors, largely 
turn to the Official Liquidator, a government-appointed 
officer attached to the country’s high courts, who admin-
isters assets and oversees liquidation.
Banks can also turn to separate Debts Recovery Tribu-
nals (DRT), partly staffed by officials on assignment from 
the banks themselves and overseen by the Ministry of 
Finance.
Both are overstretched; on visits to their offices in India’s 
financial capital, Mumbai, computers were often off and 
always outnumbered by teetering pillars of files.
In the cramped Mumbai office of the DRT, a tribunal 
considered far speedier than the courts, a Ministry of Fi-
nance letter on the notice board urged officials to move 
faster, as cases were “in many cases taking more than 
four years”. Inside, officials complained they had little 
power to draw a line under languishing cases.
“They are all dead horses,” said one, gesturing to the 
day’s case list. “They are never going to run any races, 
but you have to keep the dead stock.”
Chief among the problems is that for a single troubled 
company, creditors and owners can all initiate competing 
proceedings in different courts, tribunals and states.
Current legislation - especially the Sick Industrial Compa-
nies Act of 1985 - is geared towards reviving companies, 
so appeals frequently follow a wind-up order, resulting in 
virtual paralysis.
“The Official Liquidator system is a disaster. It takes a 
minimum of five years and can take 10 years, by which 
point there is virtually no value left in the asset,” said Bah-
ram Vakil, partner with law firm AZB & Partners in Mum-
bai and a member of the reform committee. “There is a 
crying need (for change). That system has completely 
broken down.”
Another committee member, M. R. Umarji, a consultant 
at the Indian Banks’ Association and former central bank 
official, said staffing constraints meant it could take 15 to 
20 years to wind up a company.
“There are very limited numbers of persons available 
and there are hundreds, thousands of companies to be 
wound up.”
Proposed changes will scrap the Official Liquidator and 
introduce a system of registered insolvency practitioners, 
with a regulatory body, working under a company law tri-
bunal. Practitioners, lawyers and drafters of the law hope 
it will professionalise the process, committee members 
said.
The changes would probably go to parliament next year, 

Economy
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must first overcome a mindset that is geared to avoiding, 
not hastening, failure.

Black money: SIT chief promises swift 
action
Justice M.B. Shah, chairman of the Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) on Black Money, said that both the SIT and 
the Central government were serious about the issue and 
swift action would be taken on any information shared by 
HSBC whistleblower Herve Falciani.
On Monday, during an interaction with the media through 
Skype, Mr. Falciani had claimed that a lot of information 
on illicit funds was lying unused by the Indian authorities. 
The whistleblower, who is facing charges in Switzerland 
for leaking HSBC account details, said he was willing to 
cooperate with the investigating agencies. Claiming that 
huge funds were still flowing out of India, Mr. Falciani said: 
“It is not about money. I don’t intend to become rich.” The 
media interaction was organised by Prashant Bhushan 
and Yogendra Yadav of Swaraj Abhiyan. Announcing the 
setting up of a Citizens’ Forum For Whistleblowers Pro-
tection, Mr. Bhushan accused the Centre of delaying the 
notification of the Whistleblowers Act.

Efforts to roll out GST from next fiscal: 
Sinha
Union Minister Jayant Sinha on Saturday expressed 
hope that Goods and Services Tax (GST) will be rolled 
out from next fiscal even as he held Congress Vice Presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi responsible for creating impediments 
in the implementation of the taxation reform.
Regretting at “low” tax payment, the Minister said the 
Narendra Modi-led government at the Centre, which has 
a mandate to provide corruption free and transparent re-
gime, had toughened laws to prevent tax evasion and 
curb black money. “We are hoping to implement GST 
from 2016... but it will be clear in winter session of Parlia-
ment. Our efforts will be to get it passed,”
Mr. Sinha, Union Minister of State for Finance, said here 
on Saturday while holding an interactive session with in-
dustry representatives from Punjab, Chandigarh, Hary-
ana and Himachal Pradesh.
Describing GST as “boon” for the economy, Mr. Sinha 
hit out at Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi for al-
legedly not allowing the roll out of GST. “Why GST is 
not being implemented. There is only one person in the 
whole country who has halted the roll out of GST and his 

name is Rahul Gandhi ji. Rahul Gandhi ji does not want 
the country to progress... It is sheer injustice on his part 
(that) if there was voting in Rajya Sabha and it had been 
allowed for two hours to function then all the votes will be 
in our favour.

“But he does not allow to function Rajya Sabha because 
he knows if Rajya Sabha functions for two hours and 
there will be voting and then they will be defeated and 
GST will be passed,” he said.
Mr. Sinha also lamented at lesser number of people pay-
ing tax in the country, saying it is “quite sad“. “Our 16 
per cent people pay tax in comparison to average 25 per 
cent people in other countries who pay their due taxes,” 
he said. He said that the Centre, led by BJP government, 
had made laws tougher to curb black money in foreign 
countries and practice of tax evasion.“There is no place 
to hide for those who indulge in stashing black money 
abroad. We are enforcing laws strictly to stop tax eva-
sion practice. Our efforts are to move towards cashless 
economy,” he added.

Cost of sending remittances likely to 
come down
With remittance to India is expected to increase by 2.5 
per cent in this calendar year, the cost of sending remit-
tances likely to come down further with many initiatives 
of the Government and the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), 
like payment banks.
However, remittances to developing countries are ex-
pected to rise by about 4 per cent in 2016 and 2017, 
buoyed by the continuing recovery in the U.S. and a mod-
est acceleration of economic activity in Europe.
“It is hoped that India’s new payments banks will expand 
penetration of the banking sector in rural areas, thus in-
creasing competition in the remittances market,” says the 
recent World Bank’s report on Migration & Development 
Outlook, which indicates remittances to India continue to 
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grow steadily.
The report says that the decision by RBI to grant ‘in prin-
ciple’ approval for 11 entities to set up payments banks, 
which would be directed at small savers in underserved 
(largely rural) markets, could help transform the rural re-
mittances market.
The entry of new players is likely to increase competition, 
lower remittance costs, and extend the formal market for 
remittances.
Unlike earlier, emigration from Northern parts of the 
country is on the increase compared to Southern India 
as per the State-wise figures of workers granted Emigra-
tion Clearance / ECNR Endorsement during the last five 
years 2010-2014. In 2014, U.P. is the highest — 229,444, 
followed by Bihar 98,721, Tamil Nadu (83,202), Andhra 
Pradesh (53,104), Kerala (55,058), and West Bengal 
(51,561).
Cost of remittance to India
Currently post office money orders cost about 6.4 per 
cent, hawala channels around 4.6 per cent and banks 
3 per cent of the money transferred. “The extension of 
banking services and mobile money transfer to rural ar-
eas could thus significantly reduce remittance costs in 
rural areas,” the report adds.’
As per Remittance Prices Worldwide (a World Bank web-
site), average remittance cost for sending money (for 
sending $200) from UAE to India is 2.8 per cent. Simi-
larly, from U.S. to India, average remittance cost is 3.06 
per cent (for sending $200). Both data are for the July-
September 2015 quarter.
The global average cost of remittances remained at 7.7 
per cent, targeted to be reduced to 5 per cent as set by 
G20 countries and World Bank. The World Bank noted 
Indian government’s efforts of establishing a fund to as-
sist the Indian diaspora in legal cases, and of a web por-
tal to facilitate low-skilled migration. The government also 
raised the permissible limit on outward remittances from 
$125,000 to $250,000 (with further allowances for educa-
tion and medical expenses), and eased limits on invest-
ment by the diaspora.
According to Remittance Prices Worldwide (RPW), the 
global average cost of sending remittances (including all 
fees and charges) was 7.68 per cent in second quarter of 
2015, remaining essentially stable compared to the pre-
vious quarter when the average was 7.72 percent and 
below 8 percent for the fourth consecutive quarter.
Over the same period, the International Money Transfer 
Operators (MTO) Index, which tracks the prices of money 
transfer organisations that are present in at least 85 per 

cent of corridors covered in the RPW database, experi-
enced a decline of 2.2 percentage points, from 10.5 per 
cent in the first quarter of 2009 to 8.2 per cent in the sec-
ond quarter of 2015.
The average cost of sending $200 in the second quarter 
of 2015 was the lowest in South Asia (5.7 per cent), which 
represents a marginal decline from the previous quarter.
The three lowest-cost corridors (Saudi Arabia-Pakistan, 
Singapore-Bangladesh and UAE-Pakistan in South Asia 
all have cost below 3 per cent. However, the three high-
est cost corridors (Singapore-Pakistan, Switzerland-Sri 
Lanka, and Japan-India) have costs well above 10 per 
cent.
This difference may be due partly to low volumes, lack 
of competition in the remittance markets in some send-
ing countries, and policy rigidities that limit competition 
in some market segments, says the World Bank report.
In 2015, remittance to India is expected to go up by 2.5 
per cent, which is above the 0.6 per cent rise in 2014. 
Also, internationally remittances are categorised as pay-
ments. Hence, says Promoth Manghat, CEO, UAE Ex-
change, “payment banks in India have an opportunity 
here.”
By the RBI mandate, Payment banks are to have 25 per 
cent of their network in un-banked areas. They can urge 
the beneficiaries of the migrant citizens to receive money 
through banks, contributing to financial inclusion and re-
ducing remittance cost eventually.”
“India continues to be the largest remittance recipient 
country and over the years we have seen an increasing 
trend in remittances received,” says Kiran Shetty, West-
ern Union’s Managing Director & Regional Vice-Presi-
dent, India & South Asia.
The remittance flow into the country is three times that 
of the current Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in the 
country. “Increase in remittances is clearly a good sign 
of economic activity and with a larger number of migrant 
workers now, we see more money coming into the coun-
try. This serves as a good support to the balance of pay-
ments too,” Mr. Shetty adds.

No deadline for appointing bank 
ombudsman, says RTI reply
Months after issuing guidelines for banks to appoint inter-
nal ombudsman for better customer services, documents 
received under the Right to Information (RTI) act have 
revealed that Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has not set 
any deadline for these appointments.
Responding to a query on the action that will be initiated 
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against the banks for failing to follow the order, “No such 
action has been specified,” was the reply given by the 
RBI authorities. When asked if the RBI had sent any fol-
low up letters to the banks, the RTI reply stated: “No fol-
low up action has been initiated by the Reserve Bank of 
India.”
On May 11 this year, RBI issued a press release, wherein 
it advised all the public sector banks, a few private banks 
and foreign banks to appoint internal ombudsman who 
would be designated Chief Customer Service Officer 
(CSSO). This was followed by a Master Circular which 
was issued on July 1 by RBI. In section 16.7 of this order, 
on the appointment of CSSO, it was mentioned that, “The 
bank’s internal ombudsman will be a forum available to 
bank customers for grievance redressal before they can 
even approach the Banking Ombudsman.”
The RTI applicant sought the names of the banks which 
had appointed internal ombudsman by September 20, 
2015 to which the reply was, “The instructions have been 
issued in May 2015. Banks are in process of appointing 
internal ombudsman. Compiled information not available 
at Consumer Education and Protection Department.”
Senior RTI activist, C.J. Karira, who filed the RTI on this 
issue, said “RBI is the regulator of banking sector and if it 
is issuing mandatory orders then it should make it a point 
to even enforce it. It is clear from the RTI reply that they 
have not followed it up with the banks. If they are so non-
serious about the order, then why did they issue it? This 
move of RBI is anti-consumers and it is the customers 
who are affected.”

Government considers Africa route to 
help central PSUs
he Centre is considering a plan to help the Central Public 
Sector Undertakings (CPSUs), including those of them 
incurring losses, set up subsidiaries or form joint ven-
tures with State-owned enterprises (SOEs) in poor Afri-
can countries.
The proposal has been moved by the department of pub-
lic enterprises (DPE) of the heavy industries and public 
enterprises (HI & PE) ministry, and is currently being con-
sidered by the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA), official 
sources told.
The DPE wants the MEA to influence African countries, 
especially those with hardly any private capital invest-
ment currently, to replicate the ‘Nehruvian’ post-inde-
pendence period industrial policy of India that heavily 
favoured SOEs.

For such a policy, the DPE, as per its proposal, wants 
these African countries to reserve several sectors for 
SOEs so that these CPSEs can operate in a near mo-
nopolistic environment for about 15-20 years, the sourc-
es said.
“The African countries will have to make policies condu-
cive for the PSUs to operate. Private companies tend to 
not take the risk of investing in unstable economies such 
as those in Africa. So PSUs, with the help of African gov-
ernments, can take the lead in investments and the pri-
vate sector can then follow,” an official, who did not wish 
to be named, said.
Once the industrial activity picks up following such huge 
investments by the public sector, those African govern-
ments, like India, can slowly start liberalising such a re-
gime and attract private sector investment, they added.
If the plan becomes a reality, many of the CPSUs, cur-
rently struggling in India due to competition from far more 
nimble and efficient private sector companies, can get a 
new lease of life and turn profitable, they said.
The idea took shape when the Minister of State HI & PE 
G. M. Siddeshwara visited African countries including 
Malawi, Zambia, Nigeria and Liberia in September. The 
minister travelled as the special envoy of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi as part of preparations for the recently 
concluded India-Africa Forum Summit in New Delhi.
According to the sources, though the DPE had written 
to the MEA asking the latter to include a ‘special ses-
sion’ during the Summit on opportunities and challenges 
for Indian PSUs in poor African countries, the MEA had 
demurred citing difficulties in scheduling as most of the 
arrangements had been almost completed.
The new plan is to ask the MEA to convene a special 
meeting of all the African high commissioners / senior 
diplomats stationed in Delhi and elicit their views on the 
strategy. On its part, the HI & PE ministry will shortly call 
a meeting of CPSUs to discuss the idea.
The development comes even as the Centre has identi-
fied 58 loss-making PSUs for either reviving or closing 
them down, and has been holding inter-ministerial con-
sultations to chalk out a viable strategy. It is also planning 
to raise Rs.69,500 crore from disinvestment of PSUs this 
year.
Africa is not entirely a new playing ground for Indian 
PSUs, especially for those in the energy sector. Indian 
private companies including Bharti Airtel and the Tata 
Group also have their presence in several African coun-
tries. However, India is far behind China in this game. 
China-Africa trade has surpassed $200 billion, and is 
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almost thrice as large as the about $70 billion for India-
Africa trade. By 2020, China aims to double its trade with 
Africa to $400 billion and increase direct investment to 
$100 billion.
W. P. S Sidhu, Non-Resident Senior Fellow (Foreign 
Policy), Brookings India said: “I would caution against 
approaching all the 54 African countries in the same 
manner. Some such as South Africa are inclined towards 
capitalism, but others like Zimbabwe are strongly social-
ist. Then there are countries where there is a mix of both.”
Mr. Sidhu said Africa presents a great potential that nei-
ther the PSUs nor the private sector firms can take ad-
vantage of on their own, and therefore will have to work 
together. In areas such as railways, oil and gas and 
heavy industries, the public sector has an edge, he said.
In sectors such as aviation and telecom, the public sector 
could take the lead, he said.

Government relaxes FDI norms across 
15 sectors
he Centre on Tuesday announced ‘Big Bang’ Foreign Di-
rect Investment (FDI) reforms, easing norms across 15 
sectors including defence, banking, construction, single 
brand retail, broadcasting and civil aviation. The move 
is aimed at boosting the investment environment and at-
tracting more foreign capital to the country.
The announcement was made two days after the Bharati-
ya Janata Party-led National Democratic Alliance suf-
fered a resounding defeat in the Bihar Assembly elec-
tions. It also came on the eve of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s visit to the U.K., where he could have otherwise 
faced tough questions on his government’s major initia-
tives to spur foreign investment.
The crucial winter session of Parliament, is also slated to 
start on November 26, where important legislation such 
as the Goods and Services Tax Bill are expected to be 
taken up for passage.
For facilitating faster approvals on most of the propos-
als, the government also raised the threshold limit of ap-
proval by Foreign Investment Promotion Board from the 
earlier Rs.3,000 crore to Rs.5,000 crore. As per the ex-
tant policy, FIPB considers foreign investment proposals 
of inflow up to Rs.3,000 crore and those above that limit 
are placed for consideration of the Cabinet Committee on 
Economic Affairs.
A senior industry ministry official said “by far, these (re-
forms) are the biggest path-breaking and the most radical 
changes in the FDI regime ever undertaken by the Cen-

tre. With the Prime Minister’s approval and after several 
rounds of inter-ministerial consultations, we have brought 
out about 35 changes in the FDI policy cutting across 
15 sectors. We have expedited these changes over the 
last couple of weeks. This exercise could have otherwise 
taken over a year and would have needed over 16 cabi-
net notes.”
Crux of the reforms
According to an official release, the crux of these reforms 
is to further ease, rationalise and simplify the process of 
foreign investments in the country and to put more and 
more FDI proposals on automatic route instead of Gov-
ernment route where time and energy of the investors is 
wasted.

Significantly, undeterred by the debacle in Bihar polls, the 
BJP-led NDA government stated that: “With this round of 
Reforms, the government has demonstrated that India is 
unstoppable on the path of economic development...It is 
also clear that India is a country which is more than ready 
to integrate with the global economy..”
For the sake of ease of doing business, the Industry Min-
istry will soon consolidate all FDI related instructions con-
tained in various notifications & press notes and prepare 
a booklet so that the investors do not have to refer to 
several documents of different time-frames.
The official release said refining of foreign investment 
norms in construction is to facilitate the construction of 
50 million houses for poor. It added that opening up of 
the manufacturing sector for wholesale, retail and e-com-
merce is aimed at motivating industries to Make In India 
and sell it to the customers here instead of importing from 
other countries.
Higher FDI
According to Industry Ministry data, India received FDI 
of $19.39 billion during January-June 2015, an increase 
of 30 per cent over the same period last year. The Modi 
government in the last few months had introduced many 
FDI policy reforms in sectors such as defence, rail infra-
structure, construction development, insurance, pension, 
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medical devices, white label ATM operations, invest-
ments by NRIs on non-repatriation basis and has intro-
duced composite cap for foreign investment.
The World Bank had recently improved India’s ranking by 
12 places (to 130th rank from 142nd rank last year) in the 
2016 Study of Ease of Doing Business. Besides, many 
global institutions have projected India as the leading 
destination for FDI in the World. IMF has branded India 
as the brightest spot in the global economy whereas the 
World Bank has retained the growth forecast for India at 
7.5 per cent for FY16.
Main sectoral changes in the FDI regime:
Construction sector: The struggling construction 
sector will be a major beneficiary as radical changes in 
FDI norms have been brought in to boost demand for 
steel, cement and spur economic activity, ultimately with 
an aim to help build 50 million affordable houses for the 
poor.
Several conditions have been removed including the 
area restriction of floor area of 20,000 sq.mt. in construc-
tion development projects and minimum capitalisation 
of $5 million which needed to be brought in within six 
months of the commencement of business. Also, foreign 
investors have been allowed to exit and repatriate their 
investment under automatic route before the completion 
of the project provided they complete a lock-in period of 
three years.
Defence: Foreign investment up to 49 per cent has 
been allowed under automatic route from the earlier gov-
ernment approved route. Proposals for foreign invest-
ment in excess of 49 per cent will be considered by FIPB.
Portfolio investment and foreign venture capital invest-
ment, which were restricted to 24 per cent, have now 
been hiked to 49 per cent and that too through the auto-
matic route. To ensure that ownership and control remain 
in Indian hands, Government approval, of course, will be 
required in case of infusion of fresh foreign investment 
within the permitted automatic route level, resulting in 
change in the ownership pattern or transfer of stake by 
existing investor to new foreign investor.
Just this Monday, in a big boost for the Centre’s Make In 
India initiative, Boeing and Tata Advanced Systems had 
announced their JV “to make aerostructures for the AH64 
Apache helicopters and to compete for additional manu-
facturing work across Boeing platforms, commercial and 
defence.” The latest FDI reforms are expected to result 
in more such JVs in defence. Foreign investment above 
49 per cent was permitted earlier too, subject to approval 
of Cabinet Committee on Security on case to case basis, 

of course only if the investment was to result in access to 
‘state-of-art’ technology in the country.
Broadcasting: In terrestrial Broadcasting FM (FM Ra-
dio), and in up-linking of ‘News & Government route Cur-
rent Affairs’ TV Channels FDI upto 49 per cent is allowed 
through the FIPB route (from the earlier 26 per cent), 
while 100 per cent FDI is allowed through the automatic 
route in up-linking of Non-‘News & Current Affairs’ TV 
Channels. 100 per cent FDI is also allowed (up to 49 per 
cent automatic route and beyond that through govern-
ment route) in teleports, direct to home, cable networks, 
mobile TV, headend in the sky broadcasting service and 
cable networks.
Banking: In private sector banking, the government 
has brought in a composite cap by removing the sub-
limits for FDI and FII, thereby allowing FIIs/FPIs/QFIs 
to invest up to the sectoral limit of 74 per cent provided 
there is no change of control and management of the in-
vestee company. The existing foreign portfolio limit of 49 
per cent was coming in the way of fund raising plans of 
private sector banks such as Yes Bank, Kotak Mahindra 
Bank and Axis Bank. The new rule will give the banks 
and investors considerable flexibility in raising funds and 
investing respectively.
Plantation: The government also decided to planta-
tion activities namely; coffee, rubber, cardamom , palm 
oil tree and olive oil tree plantations also for 100 per cent 
foreign investment under automatic route. As of now, only 
tea plantation was open to foreign investment.
NRIs: Investment by companies/trusts/partnerships 
owned & controlled by NRIs on non-repatriation basis will 
now be treated as domestic investment.
e-commerce: Manufacturers have been allowed to sell 
their product through wholesale and/or retail, including 
through e-commerce without Government approval.
Retail: Though the BJP-led government stayed away 
from any mention of multi-brand retail so as to protect 
the interests of their key vote bank of small traders, it has 
announced easing of several conditionalities for single 
brand retail trade (SBRT) and e-commerce. It has now 
been decided that in case of state of art and cutting edge 
technology, sourcing norms (that 30 per cent of value of 
goods will have to be purchased from India) can be re-
laxed subject to Government approval, a move that will 
benefit companies such as Ikea. The government also 
permitted entities who have been granted permission to 
undertake SBRT, to do e-commerce. The government 
has eased FDI policy conditionalities for Single Brand 
Retail Trading, besides permitting 100 per cent FDI in 
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duty free shops. Also, a single entity will be permitted to 
undertake both the activities of single brand retail trad-
ing and wholesale with the condition that conditions of 
FDI policy on wholesale/ cash & carry and SBRT have to 
be complied by both the business arms separately. Cur-
rently, wholesale/cash & carry trader cannot open retail 
shops to sell to the consumer directly.
LLPs: 100 per cent FDI in LLPs (Limited Liability Part-
nerships) has been permitted under automatic route.
Aviation: Regional Air Transport Service will be eligible 
for foreign investment up to 49 per cent under automatic 
route. Under the present FDI policy, foreign investment 
up to 49 per cent is allowed only in Scheduled Air Trans-
port Service/ Domestic Scheduled Passenger Airline.
Foreign equity caps of certain sectors: Non-
Scheduled Air Transport Service, Ground Handling Ser-
vices, Satellites-establishment and operation and Credit 
Information Companies have now been increased from 
74 per cent to 100 per cent. Further, sectors other than 
Satellites- establishment and operation have been placed 
under the automatic route.
Other changes in rules: No government approval 
is required for investment in automatic route by way of 
swap of shares.

Infrastructure key to draw FDI in general 
aviation
The Government’s decision to allow 100 per cent Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI) in general aviation and ground 
handling services is likely to benefit these segments as 
foreign air charter operators and ground handlers with 
deep pockets and expertise will set up base here or buy 
out existing players.
Still, the policy decision must be backed by infrastructure 
on the ground, say experts and industry executives.
“It is a welcome move. But this will not have any immedi-
ate impact. Policy decision must be backed by infrastruc-
ture development and a focused approach for general 
aviation to attract foreign direct investment. Without ad-
equate parking and landing slots for charter planes at key 
airports in Mumbai and Delhi, general aviation cannot 
benefit,” said Rajeev Wadhwa, Chairman & CEO, Baron 
Luxury and Lifestyle, which provides air charter services 
to high net worth individuals and others under its brand 
Baron Eagle.
“Investors need favourable policies but investment al-
ways chases viability and strong balance sheets. So 

without improving airport infrastructure and developing a 
separate policy for general aviation, and providing seam-
less connectivity nothing much can be achieved.
“We lack in air strips and heli-ports. All the investments 
that are expected to come in will need infrastructure that 
would ensure a return of 20 to 24 per cent on EBITDA 
level,” he said.
The general aviation sector, comprising 120 non-sched-
uled operators with a fleet of close to 200 jet and tur-
bo-prop aircraft in India, is suffering from heavy losses 
amidst high operating cost, underutilised capacity and 
tough regulatory environment that is considered stringent 
for movement of aircraft carrying HNIs, corporate hon-
chos and foreigners.
“In India 35 per cent of general aviation aircraft capacity 
is underutilised. Here the maximum utilisation per aircraft 
is 400 hours per year compared to 800 to 900 hours in-
ternationally. Unless we improve the flying hours here, 
viability will remain a distant dream and no one will be 
keen to invest,” Mr. Wadhwa said.
A large number of air charter companies have sold their 
aircraft due to losses and helicopter charter services 
have also not taken off as India does not have a heli-
tourism policy, air charter operators said.
Most of the helicopters are engaged in offshore opera-
tions.
“With the draft civil aviation policy providing a structural 
lift to helicopter operations in India, 100 per cent FDI will 
bring in capital and expertise and shift dynamics com-
pletely,” said Kapil Kaul, CEO South Asia, Centre for Asia 
Pacific Aviation (CAPA).
“Both the recent changes — completely aligning policy to 
the needs of the sector and 100 per cent FDI — will be 
game changing for non-scheduled operations especially 
helicopter operations in India,” he said.
Mr. Kaul said that the opening up of 100 per cent FDI in 
ground handling services was another welcome move as 
it would allow existing and new ground handling firms to 
plan for more aggressive expansion and investment in 
India.
“The existing 26 per cent requirement for Indian invest-
ment in ground handling couldn’t attract serious Indian 
players and constrained the operational and strategic de-
velopment of the sector. I can see consolidation in ground 
handling industry as existing international players will buy 
out the Indian share holders,” Mr. Kaul said.
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Insolvency resolution in India plagued by 
wide range of problems: report
Total stressed assets in India surged fivefold to about 
$133 billion in FY 2015, from $27 billion in FY 2011, ac-
cording to a report by global consultancy Alvarez and 
Marsal. A survey of Indian companies by the consultancy 
also found that there are systemic problems in the way 
stressed assets are relieved currently.
“The average duration for insolvency resolution in India 
is 4.3 years, significantly higher than that of South Asia 
region (2.6 years) and that of Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development (OECD) high-income 
countries (1.7 years),” the consultancy said in the report, 
adding that according to World Bank estimates, recovery 
rates in India (25.7 cents on the dollar) are also consider-
ably lower than the South Asia average (36.2) and OECD 
average (71.9).
The survey — of about 40 organisations including banks, 
PSUs, hedge funds, law firms and foreign companies — 
found that the ‘top three challenges in the current set up 
with respect to revival of stressed assets’ had to do with 
all three parties involved: the companies themselves, the 
banks, and the government’s regulatory structure.
“Industry practitioners named numerous execution diffi-
culties as the biggest challenge with respect to revival 
of a stressed asset. Challenges in building consensus 
among creditors and lack of adequate legal rights/infra-
structure followed closely in the list of impediments,” the 
report said.
The execution difficulties include inability to raise working 
capital as lenders are unwilling to put additional capital at 
risk. Other execution difficulties, the survey found, were 
in replacing the existing management.
“Although SARFAESI [Securitisation and Reconstruction 
of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Inter-
est Act] gives secured lenders the legal right to replace 
ineffectual management, this is practically impossible to 
achieve (and sometimes not desired by lenders) as pro-
moters tend to litigate and the long time taken for resolu-
tion in the current judicial system leads to severe degra-
dation in value of the assets,” the report said.
Raising working capital and ousting existing manage-
ment accounted for 65 per cent of what the respondents 
considered were key execution difficulties.
Building consensus among creditors is also another major 
challenge mentioned by the report. “Bilateral or consor-
tium lenders tend to not work cohesively together to drive 
recoveries. Survey respondents say that bank executives 
are wary of such decisions as they may be construed 

as being soft on delinquent borrowers, thus potentially 
inviting regulatory or vigilance action. Banks also differ in 
terms of their approach and internal policies with respect 
to addressing stressed accounts,” the report said.
Another factor mentioned by the survey respondents is 
that banks with smaller exposure hold out for better deals.
In the regulatory space, the survey respondents said that 
the Debt Recovery Tribunal and the Debt Recovery Ap-
pellate Tribunal didn’t have sufficient bandwidth to deal 
with the volume of applications filed every year.
Apart from capacity constraints, the respondents also 
highlighted capability constraints as a major problem. 
“While Presiding Officers are highly qualified in the le-
gal profession, their experience limits them from making 
quick and reasonable decisions on matters of insolvency 
and commercial viability,” the report said.
Regarding the legal infrastructure to deal with insolvency 
and bankruptcy, the report recommends that the pro-
posed National Company Law Tribunal should have a 
separate bench for handling bankruptcy cases.
“Once the proceeding begins, only the bankruptcy court 
should have full jurisdiction over all the cases related to 
the debtor and should be empowered to dispose of all 
the matters. This provision is critical in the Indian context, 
given the history of multiple laws and overlapping juris-
dictions. It will be necessary to subsume all existing laws 
into the new Insolvency Code,” the report said.

Centre plans to shut two more sick PSUs
The government plans to close down two more sick state-
owned companies, a unit of HMT and Tyre Corporation of 
India Ltd. (TCIL), and is not considering to the surplus 
land of these firms to set up a land bank, Heavy Industry 
and Public Enterprises Minister, Anant Geete, said.
“We are discussing these proposals… Some (public sec-
tor undertakings) were approved for closure earlier. We 
have prepared individual proposals for them,” Mr. Geete 
said at an event organised by the CII.
The Union Cabinet’s in-principle approval is already in 
place for closing down sick units including HMT Watches, 
HMT Chinar Watches, HMT Bearings, Hindustan Cables 
and Tungabhadra Steel Products. Individual proposals 
for closure have been prepared by the ministry, which will 
soon be placed before the Cabinet for its final approval, 
Geete said.
Mr. Geete, however, did not disclose more details, includ-
ing the specific HMT unit being considered for closure. 
Earlier, the government was planning to revive TCIL 
through the disinvestment route or joint venture. “We are 
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not going in for disinvestment of any (loss-making central 
units),” Mr. Geete said.
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley had, on earlier occasions, 
said that the government ‘was not averse to strategic 
sales,’ of loss-making state-owned units and that the gov-
ernment would consider strategic sales ‘wherever pos-
sible.’
Through the strategic sale, the government aims to trans-
fer management control of certain public sector undertak-
ings (PSUs) to the private sector. However, this does not 
include sale of the government’s residual stake in some 
non-government companies.
In addition to the aim of raising around Rs.41,000 crore 
by disinvesting minority stakes (ranging from 5-15 per 
cent) in certain listed PSUs, the government is also tar-
geting garnering around Rs.28,500 crore through strate-
gic sales of PSUs.
On the proposed National Policy on Capital Goods, which 
among other things aims a long term, stable and rational-
ized tax and duty structure to ensure cost-competitive-
ness of the sector, Mr. Geete said it “will be finalised with-
in 1-2 months and sent to the Cabinet for approval.” The 
government would take necessary steps to enable Indian 
steel industry to face intense competition from countries 
such as Korea and China.

India for protection of poor farmers’ 
interests at Nairobi WTO meet
India, at the forthcoming Nairobi meeting of the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO), will put “all its energies” on 
pushing through a plan meant to protect the interests and 
livelihood of poor and vulnerable farmers, government of-
ficials who didn’t want to be identified told The Hindu.
Roberto Azevedo, WTO Director General, recently said 
that the negotiations to firm up rules to liberalise global 
trade are currently “stuck” due to member countries find-
ing it “difficult to reconcile their views” on a host of issues.
The Indian position echoed the one recently proposed 
by the G-33 on an effective Special Safeguard Mecha-
nism (SSM). The G33 is a coalition of 48 nations includ-
ing India, Indonesia and China, which took up the issue 
of developing countries getting considerable flexibility in 
limiting market opening of agriculture sector.
The SSM is a trade remedy that would allow develop-
ing countries to temporarily hike import duties on farm 
products to counter sudden import surges and price falls, 
thereby, protecting the interests of poor farmers. The 
same issue had led to the breakdown of a WTO ministe-
rial meeting in July 2008.

It has been generally agreed that the developing coun-
tries could have an SSM, but developed countries in-
cluding the US have opposed a proposal to enable de-
veloping countries to raise tariffs (using SSM) over and 
above the duty commitments made by them (developing 
countries) in the farm sector during the earlier Uruguay 
Round of WTO global trade pact negotiations. The Uru-
guay Round took place before the current Doha Round 
talks that began in 2001. The new SSM proposal was 
to include provisions to empower developing countries 
to impose additional duties (temporarily) on agriculture 
products when their imports breach specified ceilings on 
price or volume
India wants this SSM proposal to be taken up on a “high 
priority-basis” during the WTO ministerial meeting at 
Nairobi (Kenya) slated to start on December 15, official 
sources said “There will not be any compromise on this 
(SSM) issue as it involves protection of poor farmers, 
which is of course a politically sensitive matter. It has to 
be given priority at the Kenya meet,” an official said.
However, the developed world, including the US, Eu-
ropean Union, Australia, along with leading agriculture 
producer and exporter Brazil, has expressed their disa-
greement with the proposal. The negotiations are over 
the extent to which different categories of (developing) 
countries will be allowed to hike duties (using the SSM) 
beyond their ‘bound tariff’ -- or the duty ceiling as per their 
WTO commitments.
Official sources said the developing countries including 
India had, during recent discussions at the WTO, wanted 
an “effective” SSM for “addressing volatilities and insta-
bilities causing import surges and price depressions.” 
The developing nations added that if these import surges 
and price depressions were “not immediately and effec-
tively addressed as they occur, (they would) undermine 
poverty reduction efforts, livelihood and food security, 
and rural development in WTO Members.”
The volatility in global prices of agricultural items, the 
developing countries claim, is caused by many factors, 
including huge subsidies given to the farm sector in de-
veloped countries. Developing countries members, in-
cluding India, said that therefore, an effective SSM was 
“very important” for them. The developed countries in-
stead want discussions on SSM to be linked to the issue 
of greater market access in farm products, the sources 
said. Another item that India wants to be taken up on pri-
ority at the Nairobi meeting is that of arriving at a perma-
nent solution to the issue of public food stockholding in 
developing countries for the purpose of food security.
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Trans Pacific trade pact text triggers 
fresh debate in U.S.
The release of the bulky text of the 12-nation Trans Pacific 
Partnership (TPP) trade agreement — it has 30 chapters 
and numerous annexure and related instruments — has 
triggered a fresh round of domestic debate in the U.S. on 
how it would impact the country.
Getting Congressional approval for the pact will be 
a challenge for Barack Obama, during his last year in 
White House, as dozens of lawmakers remain sceptical 
about it.
The TPP has implications for India, too, as experts have 
predicted the possibility of the proposed pact leading to 
trade diversions from India. TPP will cover 40 per cent of 
the global commerce, and will ease trade among the par-
ticipant countries — Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, Ja-
pan, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, 
the U.S. and Vietnam.
“Here’s the deal,” the President said in an e-mail to the 
public on Thursday. “The TPP is the highest standard 
trade agreement in history. It eliminates 18,000 taxes 
that various countries put on American goods. That will 
boost Made-in-America exports abroad while supporting 
higher-paying jobs right here at home.”
The claim was immediately challenged by Democratic 
presidential aspirant Senator Bernie Sanders, who tweet-
ed: “I will do everything I can to defeat the TPP. We need 
trade policies in this country that work for working fami-
lies, not just CEOs.”
At least 10 presidential candidates are opposed to the 
deal, including Republican Donald Trump, who has de-
scribed the deal as “horrible for America.” Hillary Clinton, 
who was initially a supporter, has turned critical in recent 
months. Neither Mr. Trump, nor Ms. Clinton commented 
after the text was released. Opponents and advocates of 
the deal have contradicting interpretations on how this 
will affect ordinary people. “You will see that this is, in 
fact, a new type of trade deal that puts American workers 
first,” Mr. Obama said.
Critics have launched a fresh campaign with the tagline, 
“worse than we thought,” after the text was released.
“Apparently, the TPP’s proponents resorted to such ex-
treme secrecy during negotiations because the text 
shows that the TPP would offshore more American jobs, 

lower our wages, flood us with unsafe imported food and 
expose our laws to attack in foreign tribunals,” said Lori 
Wallach, director of Public Citizen’s Global Trade Watch.
 

Paris, Syria to dominate G-20 talks
The Paris terror attacks have added fresh urgency to the 
scheduled talks on terror, a key theme on the agenda at 
the two-day Group of 20 Summit starting here on Sunday. 
As world leaders gather in this resort town, the attacks in 
Paris and global efforts to crack down on terrorism will 
take centre stage.
Leaders of the 20 major economies (G-20), including the 
U.S., China, Japan, Russia, Canada, Australia and Bra-
zil, will discuss climate change and global cooperation 
to unearth black money, but the talks are set to be domi-
nated by the attacks in Paris and the war in Syria, official 
sources said. The leaders will discuss terrorism and mi-
gration at a working dinner on Sunday, but following the 
Paris attacks, the deliberations can be moved forward if 
such a proposal is moved by the Turkish presidency, the 
sources said. A statement on fighting terrorism will be is-
sued after the dinner, the news agency Reuters reported. 
French President Francois Hollande cancelled his visit.

G20 for joint steps to fight terrorism
The crisis in Syria, the base to the Islamic State group, 
which was already high on the G20 Summit’s agenda, in 
the wake of the attacks by it in Paris, took centre stage 
at the talks between world leaders in the Turkish seaside 
resort city of Antalya, not far from the Syrian border. G20 
leaders on arriving here for the summit, including U.S. 
President Barack Obama, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, Chinese President Xi Jinping and Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, called for joint efforts to combat terror-
ism.
Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan told a joint news con-
ference on Sunday with Mr. Obama ahead of the G20 
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leaders’ summit that he expected the meeting to produce 
a “strong statement” on the fight against terrorism. “We 
will of course carry on with our discussions in the G20 
summit within the predetermined agenda, however, we 
will put strong emphasis on having a firm stance on inter-
national terrorism,” he said.
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon an-
nounced at a press conference that he would soon pre-
sent to the member-states a comprehensive plan of ac-
tion to prevent violent extremism.
The leaders will deliberate on terrorism and migration 
over a working dinner.
Traditionally, the forum has primarily discussed global 
economic issues but the skies had been darkened by 
the horrific attack in Paris, President Obama told the joint 
news conference.

G20 vows to step up anti-terror 
coordination
The agreement, Mr. Obama said after the release of the 
G20 communique at the close of two days of talks, will 
allow U.S. personnel to pass threat information including 
on IS to French partners even more quickly and more 
often, “because we need to be doing everything we can 
to protect ourselves against more attacks.”
“We reaffirm that terrorism cannot and should not be as-
sociated with any religion, nationality, civilization or ethnic 
group,” the G20 leaders said in a standalone statement 
on the fight against terrorism released alongside the 
summit communique.
The statement, the first-ever political communique, con-
demned the “heinous” attacks in Paris on Friday and 
pledged solidarity in combating terrorism.
It also expressed concern over the acute and growing 
flow of foreign terrorist fighters and the threat it poses for 
all states, including countries of origin, transit and desti-
nation.
To tackle the phenomenon, the G20 leaders resolved to 
develop measures for operational information-sharing 
and border management. They also pledged to cooper-
ate on preventive measures and appropriate criminal jus-
tice response.
Mr. Obama said he had told the other G20 nations that 
more nations would have to join the coalition in intensify-
ing the strikes against the IS.
“We are sending the message that we are united in this 
fight to destroy this barbaric terrorist organisation.”
“ISIL is the face of evil,” Mr. Obama said. “Our goal, as 

I’ve said many times, is to degrade and ultimately destroy 
this barbaric terrorist organization.” America would inten-
sify efforts to eliminate IS and also bring about a peaceful 
transition in Syria, he said amid reports of a thaw with Mr. 
Putin.
“The strategy that we are putting forward is the strategy 
that is ultimately going to work,” Mr. Obama said. “It’s go-
ing to take time.”
However, Mr. Obama ruled out putting U.S. troops on the 
ground. Increasing the U.S. ground force against the IS 
in Syria and Iraq would be a serious mistake and lead the 
nation into an unsustainable strategy requiring a long-
term occupation in the region, he said.
“What won’t work is sending thousands more U.S. troops 
in the fight,” he said. The U.S. will continue its strategy 
of deploying military power, in the form of airstrikes and 
working with local forces, applying economic pressure 
and trying to stabilise the failed states where the IS has 
taken control of territory.

“We would see a repetition of what we’ve seen before, 
which is if you do not have local populations that are com-
mitted to helping combat extremism…they resurface, un-
less we are prepared to have a permanent occupation of 
these countries.”
Mr. Obama also said that an overwhelming majority of 
the victims of ISIS were Muslims “but it is also true that 
the most vicious terrorist organisations are the ones who 
claim to be speaking on behalf of Muslims.”Mr. Putin said 
he had shared Russian intelligence data on IS financing 
with his G20 colleagues. The data showed that the ter-
rorists appear to be financed from 40 countries, including 
some G20 member states.
“I provided examples based on our data on the financing 
of different Islamic State units by private individuals. This 
money, as we have established, comes from 40 countries 
and, there are some G20 members among them,” he told 
journalists.
“Some armed opposition groups consider it possible to 
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begin active operations against IS with Russia’s support. 
And we are ready to provide such support from the air.”
 

China, Russia urge unified global front 
against terrorism
ussia and China have stepped up their campaign to form 
a unified international front to counter terrorism follow-
ing the bloodbath in Paris and the downing of a Russian 
airliner in Egypt.
Liu Jieyi, China’s permanent representative to the UN, 
during a Security Council debate, exhorted “concerned 
parties” to form a “unified front” to defeat terrorism.
Mr. Liu was amplifying a Chinese position, which had 
been flagged by President Xi Jinping during a meeting 
of the BRICS countries (Brazil, Russia, India, China and 
South Africa) on the sidelines of the G-20 meeting in 
Antalya, Turkey.
Xu Qiliang, Vice-Chairman of China’s Central Military 
Commission, on a visit to Moscow, has underscored Bei-
jing’s willingness to work with Moscow to protect “mutual 
interests and regional as well as world stability”, Xinhua 
reported.
Gen. Xu asserted that China “strongly condemns the in-
human actions of terrorists” in connection with the Rus-
sian A321 plane crash in Egypt on October 31.
Russian-French cooperation
The Russians have already energised their diplomacy to 
form a “unified front” by their bid to rope in France as a 
partner in the air campaign in Syria, which targets the Is-
lamic State (also known as ISIS) – the alleged perpetra-
tor of the Paris horror. The ISIS is also the prime suspect 
in the crash of the Russian passenger airliner.
Russian President Vladimir Putin has already ordered 
Russian sailors, on board the cruiser Moskva, to estab-
lish a direct contact with a French aircraft carrier, follow-
ing a telephone conversation with President Francois 
Hollande, Kremlin press secretary Dmitry Peskov said.
The French task force in the Mediterranean, where the 
Moskva is already deployed, will be led by the nuclear 
powered aircraft carrier, Charles de Gaulle. The Krem-
lin press service reported that the Russian and French 
Presidents focused on building bilateral and multilateral 
cooperation to counter international terrorism following 
the terror strikes in Paris and the attack on the Russian 
plane. The Russian Foreign Ministry had earlier called for 
the finalisation of the draft UNSC resolution “on forming a 
broad anti-terrorist front”. Mr. Hollande is now set to meet 
President Putin in Moscow on November 26 — a move 

that is likely to focus on a joint anti-IS campaign.
French participation in coordination with Moscow, if it ma-
terialises, would mean the first NATO country joining the 
expansion of an anti-IS front in Syria, which has so far 
included Russia, Iran, Iraq, Lebanese Hezbollah and Syr-
ian army troops.
Analysts say strengthening the anti-IS combine, with 
French support, would mean that the “regime change” 
policy pursued by the West in Syria since 2011 could be 
reaching yet another defining moment.
In Damascus, Syrian President said his country is ready to 
share intelligence with France, but only if Paris changed 
its policy toward Syria.

UN authorises members to ‘redouble’ 
fight against IS
The U.N. Security Council on Friday authorised countries 
around the world to “take all necessary measures” to 
fight the Islamic State in a resolution that won unanimous 
backing, even as threats of terror strikes locked down 
Brussels, the Belgium capital that houses the European 
Commission headquarters.
The French-drafted measure calls on all U.N. member 
states to “redouble and coordinate their efforts to prevent 
and suppress terrorist attacks” committed by the IS and 
other extremist groups linked to the Al-Qaeda.
Separately, Russian President Vladimir Putin called for 
global cooperation to combat terrorism. In a condolence 
telegram sent to Ibrahim Boubacar Keita, President of 
Mali, where terrorists attacked a hotel and killed at least 
19 people, including six Russians, he said “the widest 
international cooperation” was needed to confront global 
terrorism.
Chinese President Xi Jinping also pledged cooperation. 
“China will strengthen cooperation with the internation-
al community, resolutely crack down on violent terrorist 
operations that devastate innocent lives and safeguard 
world peace and security,” the Chinese Foreign Ministry 
quoted Mr. Xi as saying.
Arrest in Turkey
Meanwhile, Turkish authorities arrested three persons 
with suspected ties to the IS for the November 13 attacks 
in Paris, according to CNN Turk.
One of the suspects was identified as Ahmet Dahmani, 
26, a Belgian national of Moroccan descent, who alleg-
edly scouted targets for the attacks. He was arrested at a 
hotel in Antalya, according to the report.
The Belgium government put capital Brussels on high 
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security alert on Saturday, shutting metro services and 
warning people to avoid crowds because of “serious and 
imminent” threat of coordinated, multiple attacks. Sol-
diers were on guard in parts of Brussels, including at the 
institutions of the European Union. Brussels is also home 
to the NATO headquarters.
Meanwhile, French authorities said in Paris that seven of 
the eight persons arrested on Wednesday following the 
police raid in Saint-Denis have been released.
 

ASEAN to ease travel, mobility of labour
The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
was proclaimed a community through a declaration 
signed by the ASEAN leaders at its 27th Summit here on 
Sunday. The leaders stated that this was a historic devel-
opment and an important milestone in the evolution of the 
10-member grouping since its founding in 1967.
Simultaneously, the leaders endorsed “ASEAN 2025: 
Forging Ahead Together,” which charts the path for com-
munity building over the next 10 years. The forward-look-
ing road map articulates the ASEAN goals and aspira-
tions to realise “consolidation, integration and stronger 
cohesiveness as a community.”
Both the declarations were endorsed by the ASEAN 
leaders in the presence of Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and the United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, 
among others.
For the people at large, according to the leaders, the 
declarations imply increased economic opportunities and 
access to quality jobs, wider choices and better quality 
products and services.
They said the people in the region would benefit from 
enhanced sustainable environmental governance and 
practices, equitable access to opportunities, ease of 
intra-ASEAN travel and doing business and mobility of 
skilled labour.
The ASEAN said that it would be a community, where im-
provements in transport linkages and infrastructure help 
people and businesses move efficiently. It would work 
more productively across borders, expand market reach 
and strategically source goods and services.
This apart, the people are expected to be better pro-
tected against pandemics, natural and human-induced 
disasters and calamities, transnational crimes and trans-
boundary challenges. “They will continue to live in a more 
united, secure, peaceful and cohesive region,” the ASE-
AN stated.

 On first Tehran visit in years, Putin lifts 
ban on nuclear cooperation with Iran
President Vladimir Putin on Monday eased restrictions 
on Russian companies working on Iranian enrichment 
sites as he travelled to Tehran for his first visit since 2007.
A decree Putin signed on Monday enables Russian firms 
to help modify centrifuges at the Fordo enrichment site 
and help Tehran redesign its Arak heavy water reactor.
Russian companies can now also carry out activities 
linked to Iranian exports of enriched uranium of more 
than 300 kilograms in exchange for the supplies of natu-
ral uranium to Iran, the Kremlin decree said.
Historic deal
Under a historic July deal with world powers, Iran agreed 
to dramatically scale back its nuclear programme, making 
it much more difficult for it to develop nuclear weapons.
Tehran agreed to slash by two-thirds the number of cen-
trifuges, machines that can “enrich” or purify uranium to 
make it suitable for peaceful uses but also for a nuclear 
weapon.
Russian companies are eyeing business opportunities 
after sanctions on Iran are lifted, expected in the next two 
months, as the nuclear deal reaches its “implementation” 
stage. Putin arrived in Tehran on Monday for talks with 
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and President 
Hassan Rouhani, with the Syrian conflict expected to be 
high on the agenda.
The one-day visit will also see Putin take part in a summit 
of gas exporting countries.

 

Dhaka rejects UN demand
Bangladesh has strongly refuted the UN human rights 
body’s statement on war crimes trials, saying it was 
“highly disturbing.”
The UN’s human rights office called on Bangladesh to 
stop implementing death sentences awarded by the war 
crimes tribunal “given the doubts on its fairness.” The 
statement came after two convicted war criminals — 
Salauddin Quader Chowdhury and Ali Ahsan Mohammad 
Mojaheed — were recently hanged.
The UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights (OHCHR) has also claimed that the trials were 
“not fair” and called for abolishing the death penalty.
The Foreign Ministry told the OHCHR that it was “highly 
disturbed” by the conclusion the rights body had made 
based on its “misperception or misconception” about the 
realities. The letter also detailed the process of the trial, 
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appeal and further review for the benefit of the UN body.
The letter explained that the International Crimes Tribunal of Bangladesh considered only the crimes committed by indi-
viduals in 1971, not related with the present political status of the convicts.
“Chowdhury or Mojaheed’s cases have nothing to do with their political identity or affiliation, and the point that they 
belong to some opposition political parties is only a coincidence as far as the trials are concerned,” it read. Bangladesh 
also reiterated that as a party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights it was obliged to maintain inter-
national standards in its judicial process.
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membership
With the visit of the Nuclear Suppliers Group chairperson 
last week, India is fast-pacing its pitch for membership 
to the 48-member nuclear club, The Hindu has learnt. In 
a string of visits by officials abroad, as well as incoming 
visits planned, NSG membership, as well as membership 
of the other major groupings: MTCR (Missile Technology 
Control Regime), Australian and Wassenaar Arrange-
ment are in focus, officials have confirmed.
The push for the nuclear clubs, whose members can 
trade in and export nuclear technology, comes despite a 
setback to India’s efforts in early October this year, when 
the MTCR group met in Oslo, but failed to take up the 
membership application.
Session in June
Officials are now hopeful of being considered for MTCR 
membership in “early spring 2016,” and for the NSG at its 
plenary session in June 2016.
Speaking to The Hindu during his visit, NSG Chairperson 
Rafael Grossi said he would start consultations with NSG 
members in early November.
“India is willing to join the NSG now, today if possible. 
It has all the elements in place for membership. There 
have been some deliberations already, and I am trying to 
make the process more dynamic,” he had said, as Indian 
officials acknowledged that there was a “fast-tracking” of 
the decision-making process.
As the 48-member NSG works by consensus, not major-
ity, India is reaching out to every possible country, much 
like the push at the UNGA for reforms.
During this week, the visit of Norwegian Foreign Minis-
ter Borge Brende is significant as Norway was the NSG 
Chair until this month.
 

India’s APEC membership not on the 
agenda, says U.S.
India’s desire for membership is not on the agenda of the 

Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum meet-
ing in Manila in Philippines, on November 18 and 19, the 
U.S. said on Monday. “I do not believe there is any active 
consideration within APEC for expanded membership in 
the current time,” Deputy Assistant Secretary of State 
and Senior Official for APEC Matt Matthews said.
Reminded that U.S. President Barack Obama had “sup-
ported” India’s desire for membership of the forum during 
his 2015 visit to India on Republic Day, he said the U.S. 
had so far only welcomed “India’s interest” in joining the 
APEC.

“It is important to be careful and accurate about describ-
ing President’s comment. President welcomed India’s 
interest in APEC. That speaks for itself. We welcome In-
dia’s examination of APEC. We have not entered [into 
any] discussion about it. I do not believe India is formally 
pressing for actual membership now in APEC,” he said.
U.S.-India Joint Strategic Vision for the Asia-Pacific and 
Indian Ocean Region released during Mr. Obama’s New 
Delhi visit had said: “the United States welcomes India’s 
interest in joining the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation 
forum, as the Indian economy is a dynamic part of the 
Asian economy.”
The statement was widely interpreted as U.S. support 
for India’s membership in the APEC, but Mr. Matthews’s 
statement on Monday brings clarity on the U.S. position.
“APEC is an organisation which is consensus based. So 
each of the APEC members has to agree to expansion of 
the APEC membership. And no discussion in APEC this 
year has focused on that topic,” Mr. Matthews said.
The 21-member APEC, established in 1989, has nearly 
half of the world trade among the members and India has 
been lobbying for its membership for the last two dec-
ades.
Observer status since 2011
India has been an observer at the forum since 2011 and a 
membership would have been in tune with the Modi gov-
ernment’s ‘Act East Policy,’ the purported improvement 

India and 
The World
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it claims to have brought about in the earlier ‘Look East 
Policy.’
Speaking to The Hindu earlier, another U.S. diplomat had 
said influential sections within the Obama administration 
considered India as an “obstructionist” force in multilat-
eral forums. “India needs to prove that its presence in 
APEC will help everyone. Unfortunately, there are areas 
of concern,” he had said.
“I would suggest that for any economy that is interest-
ed in APEC, a great way to start is to go into identifying 
some form of working groups that work on particular ar-
eas …. [If] they are particularly interested in that, apply 
as a guest, send experts to participate, to both help un-
derstand how APEC works and get a better understand-
ing of how process turnout works,” Mr. Matthews said on 
Monday.
In a recent study C. Fred Bergsten of Peterson Institute 
for International Economics argued that India could be 
accepted in APEC first before it could join the Trans-
Pacific Partnership. He argues trade liberalisation would 
enable India to increase its annual growth to 8 to 10 per 
cent.

China to work with India, Pak. to fight 
terror
Ahead of the Sino-India talks on countering terrorism, 
China on Monday expressed “willingness” to work with 
both India and Pakistan in the fight against terror, raising 
hopes that it may take up with its all-weather ally New 
Delhi’s concerns about cross-border terrorism.
Responding to reports that the Indian government this 
time would push for greater cooperation from China on 
countering terrorism, including pressuring Pakistan to act 
on terrorist groups based in that country, Chinese For-
eign Ministry spokesperson Hua Chunying said such co-
operation plays an important role in India-China relations.
‘In constant touch’
“Chinese side is willing to stay in communication with 
India, Pakistan as well as other countries in the fight 
against terrorism,” she said, raising hopes that China, 
which has close ties with Pakistan, this time may take up 
India’s concerns over groups like Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT).
Under pressure from China, Pakistan army launched air 
and ground operation called Zarb-e-Azb in Waziristan 
and other tribal areas where Xinjiang’s separatist Uyghur 
militants affiliated to al-Qaeda operated.
Reining in militants
Replying to a question about India’s concerns over terror-
ism, Hua said, “We believe the fight against terrorism in 

all forms will be conducive to peace, stability and security 
of each and every country as well as security and stability 
of the whole region.”
Ahead of the Wednesday’s meeting, Indian officials said 
in New Delhi that this time China’s help will be sought to 
prevail on Islamabad to rein in militants.

‘All countries must abide by 2002 
declaration on conduct’
Expressing “interest and concern” at the recent develop-
ments in the South China Sea, India on called for an early 
conclusion of the ‘Code of Conduct’ in the region for re-
solving disputes.
Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar made the comments 
while addressing the third edition of the Association of 
South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) Defence Ministers 
Meeting (ADMM)-Plus in Malaysia. He hoped that the 
countries concerned would abide by the 2002 Declara-
tion on the Conduct of Parties. The agreement between 
ASEAN and China expresses desire to “enhance favour-
able conditions for a peaceful and durable solution to dif-
ferences and disputes among countries concerned.”
Mr. Parrikar said the situation in South China Sea and 
recent developments there have attracted interest and 
concern. “This is natural since freedom of navigation in 
internation’al waters, the right to passage and overflight, 
unimpeded commerce and access to resources in ac-
cordance with the recognised principles of international 
law, including the 1982 U.N. Convention on the Law of 
the Sea, are of concern to all of us.”
Mr. Parrikar stressed that ASEAN was at the heart of In-
dia’s ‘Act East Policy’ and was central to “our dream of an 
Asian century.”
Five areas of cooperation had been identified in the AD-
MM-Plus grouping — humanitarian assistance and dis-
aster relief (HADR); maritime security; military medicine; 
counter terrorism and peace-keeping operations; and 
Expert Working Groups (EWG) — to take the dialogue 
forward.
Last week saw a major escalation in the disputes between 
China and the U.S. on the one side over land reclamation 
and China and Philippines on the other over international 
arbitration in the South China Sea.

China open to India’s constructive role in 
S. China Sea
China on Thursday said it was open to India’s “construc-
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tive and positive” role in cementing peace and stability 
in South China Sea, following nuanced remarks by De-
fence Minister Manohar Parrikar in Kuala Lumpur where 
he linked an advocacy of “freedom of navigation” with the 
swift implementation a Code of Conduct in these waters.
“We hope that countries who really care about freedom 
of navigation in the South China Sea (SCS) can play (a) 
constructive and positive role” in peace and stability of 
the region, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson, Hua 
Chunying said in response to a question, related to Mr. 
Parrikar’s observations at the conference.
Freedom of navigation concerns
During his address at the Mr. Parrikar backed the legiti-
macy of freedom of navigation concerns in the South Chi-
na Sea — a pet theme of the United States — but fused it 
with an early conclusion of a Code of Conduct (COC), of 
which China has been a strong advocate.
In 2002, China and the Association of South East Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) had signed a Declaration of Parties 
in the South China Sea (DOC) with a view to promote 
confidence building measures and setting the stage for 
a binding COC.
Analysts point out that instead of taking sides, the DOC 
and COC are attempts at rule based management of po-
tential conflicts in the disputed waters of the South China 
Sea.

‘Obama believes commerce is strategic’
The recent understanding between India and the U.S. 
that strategic and commercial interests of both countries 
were one compact came from President Barack Obama, 
a senior U.S. official has said. “This notion that com-
merce is strategic comes from the highest level,” he said. 
Both countries had their first Strategic and Commercial 
Dialogue in September, combining the two separate an-
nual dialogues.
“Closer commercial ties can provide ballast to our rela-
tionship when occasional irritants pop up. It can serve 
as the basis for greater cooperation and engagement 
elsewhere in Asia: National economic strength can help 
both countries ensure the Rebalance to Asia and Act 
East policies have staying power. And it will help support 
democratic India’s growing positive role in world affairs,” 
Arun M. Kumar, U.S. Assistant Secretary of Commerce 
for Global Markets, said.
The Indian government was aware of the hurdles in the 
path of economic progress and was taking positive steps, 
the U.S. official said, addressing a gathering at the Atlan-
tic Council. “The Modi government is aware of the hur-

dles, and while it is not moving as fast as some would 
like, it has taken a number of initial, positive steps.”
Noting the Indian improvement in the recently released 
World Bank Ease of Doing Business Index, Mr. Kumar 
said this “incremental progress,” was “progress in the 
right direction.” India had moved up from rank 134 to 130 
over the pervious year.
The U.S. official said bureaucratic capacity; the overall 
ease of doing business; systemic infrastructure bottle-
necks; and the challenge of finding adequate financing 
to complete infrastructure and other large-scale projects, 
continued to remain big challenges before India’s ambi-
tions and ties with the US.
“India is only our 11th largest trading partner and 18th 
largest export market. Two-way trade is more than five 
times smaller than in the U.S.-China relationship,” he 
pointed out.

Pakistan invites India for key Afghan 
meet
Pakistan has invited External Affairs Minister Sushma 
Swaraj for a crucial regional conference here on Afghani-
stan, a move that could provide an opportunity for the two 
neighbours to mend their frosty ties.
The ‘Heart of Asia’ conference will be held on December 
7 and 8, where representatives from Azerbaijan, China, 
Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Ta-
jikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan and the UAE are expect-
ed to attend. Pakistan has also sent an invitation to Ms. 
Swaraj.
“A formal invitation has been sent to India and 25 other 
countries for the Heart of Asia ministerial meeting on Af-
ghanistan to be hosted by Pakistan,” a senior Foreign 
Office official was quoted as saying by the paper.
An Indian diplomat, speaking on condition of anonymity, 
confirmed New Delhi has received the invitation but said 
the decision on whether the External Affairs Minister will 
attend the conference has yet to be taken, the paper said.
He said India is likely to send a high-level delegation 
headed by the minister given the conference’s impor-
tance. The meet provides a moment to unfold the pro-
cess for a dialogue between the two countries after re-
cent hiccups in their ties. Indo-Pak ties are under strain 
after cancellation of NSA-level talks.

India, South Korea ink MoU
The Union Government has announced that it has signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Repub-
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lic of Korea in an effort to enhance the two countries’ ex-
isting air service cooperation.
The new agreement will see Korean carriers getting ac-
cess to more airports, additional capacity entitlements for 
both countries, and the ability to use each other as stop-
overs to fly further like to the U.S.
“With the signing of the above MoU, the air connectivity 
between the two countries will be enhanced further and 
this is expected to boost economic and people-to-people 
cooperation,” the Indian government said in a release on 
Friday.
Key among the features in the MoU are the two additional 
points of call — Chennai and Bengaluru — to South Ko-
rean carriers. In addition, the two countries will be able to 
avail more services from each other. “The capacity enti-
tlement for both the countries has been increased from 
existing six services per week to 19 services per week,” 
the release said.
Indian carriers have also been granted additional ‘beyond 
points’. This means that they can also now fly via South 
Korea to Seattle and Vancouver and not just Tokyo and 
Los Angeles as before. This can make flying to Seattle 
and Vancouver more economical.
“Ho-Chi-Minh city is now available as an intermediate 
point to the carriers of both countries in addition to Bang-
kok, Macau or Hong Kong. This gives an opportunity to 
the Indian carriers to provide additional options to the 
people travelling to Vietnam,” the release added.
This MoU follows two failed attempts at reaching an 
agreement, the first on December 21, 2012 in Delhi and 
the second on October 20-21, 2014 in Seoul.
This year, Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited South 
Korea on May 18-19 where South Korean President Park 
Geun-hye and Mr. Modi both welcomed the ongoing ef-
forts towards aviation cooperation.
Air traffic between India and Korea is not quite robust at 
the moment. In the April-June 2015 quarter, only 14,260 
passengers flew from Korea to India, making up only 
0.24 per cent of the total international traffic entering In-
dia in that period.
Similarly, passengers travelling from India to Korea made 
up only 0.3 per cent of the total passengers who left India 
in April-June 2015.
 

Modi seeks help to get back illicit money
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Monday sought greater 
international cooperation for the return of illicit money to 
the country of origin.

Addressing G20 leaders, at the session on ‘Enhancing 
Resilience,’ he wanted them to address the issues of ex-
cessive banking secrecy and complex legal and regula-
tory frameworks. “In India, my government has zero toler-
ance of corruption and black money...We have enacted 
a law to deal with undisclosed assets and income kept 
abroad. We have also entered into a number of bilateral 
tax treaties.”
Mr. Modi said the G20 must continue according priority 
to combating corruption and sought the implementation 
of the Common Reporting Standard based on Automatic 
Exchange of Tax Information by all countries.
On trade and energy, Mr. Modi said the Doha Develop-
ment Round should achieve its goals. He wanted all ele-
ments of the Bali package to be implemented fully.
Without naming the U.S.-backed Trans Pacific Partner-
ship, he said regional trade agreements should not lead 
to fragmentation of the global trading system and sought 
support for a more liberalised multilateral trade regime.
He hoped the ratification of the 2010 reforms of the IMF 
would be completed in the U.S. at the earliest. “The IMF 
should remain a quota-based institution and not depend 
on borrowed resources.”
Mr. Modi underscored the need for greater labour mobility 
and skill portability across countries for global economic 
growth to be balanced and sustained. He also sought 
greater voice for major emerging economies in the global 
governance structure for energy and said India targeted 
an additional 175 GW of renewable energy by 2022; a 
cutback on subsidies for fossil fuel and carbon cess on 
coal. “By 2030, we have targeted 40 per cent of our en-
ergy through non-fossil fuel.”
Higher capital requirements should not hamper financial 
inclusion or the functioning of the banking sector in devel-
oping countries, he said. Effective supervision and better 
use of technology could help cut capital requirements.
 

Modi to court diaspora in Malaysia, 
Singapore
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is expected to make two 
big reach-outs to the people of Indian origin residing in 
Malaysia and Singapore, during his upcoming visits be-
tween November 21 and 24. The visit to Malaysian capi-
tal Kuala Lumpur will be focused on the India-ASEAN 
and the East Asian Summits but the public reception of 
the visiting Prime Minister, especially in Kuala Lumpur, 
is going to be quite extensive with both the Indian mis-
sion and the local organisers putting up a big show of 
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the Indian diaspora’s power in Malaysia. The reception 
in Singapore will be on November 24 evening and will be 
the grand finale of the trip before Mr.Modi returns to India.
The biggest public reception in Kuala Lumpur is planned 
to be in the MIECC (Malaysia International Exhibition and 
Convention Centre) in the evening of November 22. That 
apart, there are meetings between prominent Indian citi-
zens in Malaysia and Mr.Modi. A separate event is also 
planned at the Ramakrishna Ashram in the city where 
a statue of Swamy Vivekananda will be unveiled by the 
Prime Minister.
The mainstream diplomatic focus of the trip in Malaysia 
will be on the 13th India-ASEAN Summit and also the 
10th East Asia Summit which is on November 21 and 22. 
This is the second time that Mr. Modi will be meeting the 
leaders of the ASEAN and the East Asia Summit coun-
tries within a year of his last similar meeting in the Myan-
mar capital of Nay Pyi Taw in November 2014.
Official sources said that Mr.Modi was scheduled to have 
separate or pull aside meetings with South Korean and 
Chinese leaders during the East Asia summit. There 
could also be one more Modi-Obama meeting in Kuala 
Lumpur, their second in a fortnight after the G-20 meet-
ings. India is expected to reinforce its natural presence 
in the ASEAN region with the outreach programmes and 
receptions for Mr.Modi.
The high point of Mr.Modi’s visit to Singapore is expected 
to be the declaration of a strategic partnership between 
India and Singapore, said Secretary (East) Anil Wadhwa. 
The official agenda of the visit was firmed up during the 
visit of Singapore Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan’s 
to New Delhi on October 13. Another event, which will 
appeal to the people back home, will be the Prime Minis-
ter’s visit to the INA Monument in Singapore, which is a 
memorial to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose.

Brazil keen on tie-up with India in nuclear 
energy
India Brazil Strategic Partnership, since its beginning in 
2006, has focused on multilateral diplomatic team work 
for common global goals, sidelining difficult issues such 
as nuclear energy. But Brazil is impatient for nuclear col-
laboration with India.
Mauro Vieira, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil, said, 
“We are very interested to get a share of India’s exper-
tise in nuclear energy and nuclear technology. We want 
to get down to the specifics on collaborative research, 
development and scientific exchanges in the field of nu-

clear energy production with India”. Past India-Brazil joint 
statements had mentioned more collaboration in the nu-
clear field but Mr Vieira feels a lot more needs to be done 
in the field of nuclear energy cooperation between the 
two sides.
Mr.Vieira gave the assurance about Brazil being commit-
ted to peaceful use of nuclear power. “Brazil’s Constitu-
tion has enshrined its commitment to non-weaponisation 
of nuclear energy. Nuclear energy is important for our 
development and nuclear science has many applications 
in non-military areas as in the sphere of medicine and 
health. We want to make a new beginning in that direc-
tion for India-Brazil cooperation,” Mr.Vieira said.
The nuclear ventures of Latin America have tradition-
ally been stunted by the nuclear umbrella of the United 
States, but the Foreign Minister, who is in town to con-
duct India-Brazil Joint Commission meeting, says that 
Brazil is willing to explore the nuclear energy-related as-
pects. Brazil’s nuclear industry began in the 1950s. Bra-
zil, which is a member of the Nuclear Suppliers Group 
(NSG), has also been eyeing supply contracts for Indian 
nuclear majors.
“We champion non-intervention in international issues” 
said the Minister, who will discuss the next steps in the 
Brazil-India Strategic Partnership on Thursday with In-
dian officials. “I am in Delhi to talk to the External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj and the National Security Advi-
sor Ajit Doval, and will plan how to energise our strategic 
partnership,” he said when asked about Brazil’s support 
to India on several multilateral groups like the Missile 
Technology Control Regime (MTCR) and the NSG. Bra-
zil was one of the major powers to push for dialogue 
with Iran when tension ran high between Tehran and the 
United States over Iran’s nuclear energy programme and 
believes that every country should be free to choose its 
mode of energy production.
The Minister said, “Brazil is a peaceful country and we 
have friends on all multilateral platforms of the world. We 
can help India wherever the need arises,” explaining that 
the bilateral interests of India-Brazil relation has matured 
and need to be given a boost.

Trade ties top Modi’s agenda at Asean 
meet
Enhancing the existing trade and economic ties with the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) is top on 
the agenda of the Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who is 
arriving here on Saturday to participate in the thirteenth 
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Asean-India and the tenth East Asia summits.
Besides the two summits, the Prime Minister is slated to 
address the Business and Investment Summit, where he 
wants to emphasise the need for closer economic coop-
eration and investment opportunities.
Mr. Anil Wadhwa, Secretary (East), Ministry of External 
Affairs, told The Hindu that the business summit would 
be attended 1,200 delegates, which would be also ad-
dressed by U.S. President Barack Obama and the lead-
ers of 3 to 4 other countries.
Mr. Wadhwa said that the Saturday’s summit “is action-
oriented and it is no longer a talk shop.” He said that now 
there were specific projects on the platform and “it is re-
ally going to be an Act East policy.”
In a recent series of Facebook posts, the Prime Minister 
said that his scheduled visits to Malaysia and Singapore 
were “aimed at making our economic ties with these na-
tions stronger and to also strengthen the security coop-
eration between us”.
The Asean today is India’s fourth largest trading partner. 
India, in turn, is the sixth largest partner for Asean. Trade 
between India and the Asean stood at $ 76.52 billion in 
2014-15. India’s exports to the Asean were $ 31.81 billion 
and imports were $ 44.71 billion.
The Asean-India strategic partnership was stated to have 
acquired further momentum after the enunciation of the 
“Act East Policy” by Mr. Modi at the 12th Asean-India 
Summit in November 2014. “Our trade and investment 
flows are substantially growing. Yet, we want to further 
scale up our trade and economic ties,” Mr. Modi stated. 
At the Asean-India Summit, leaders are expected to take 
note of the new Plan of Action (2016-2020) to further co-
operation along the politico-security, economic and so-
cio-cultural pillars.

India, Malaysia vow to strengthen 
defence ties
India and Malaysia have agreed to strengthen their de-
fence cooperation, including improved maritime security 
and disaster response in the region.
“I am pleased that we have agreed to upgrade our joint 
exercises and set up the SU-30 Forum. We will do more 
in terms of level and complexity of exercises, and col-
laboration in training and defence equipment,” Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi said at the end of his three-day 
visit to Kuala Lumpur.
Besides agreeing to regular summits, ministerial dia-

logues and official meetings, the two countries have 
agreed to cooperate in cybersecurity. “As our lives get 
more networked, this is emerging as one of the most seri-
ous concerns of our age,” Mr. Modi pointed out.
Sating that the two back-to-back airline tragedies could 
sap the morale of any nation, he commended the Malay-
sian Prime Minister for his leadership and the resolve and 
resilience of the Malaysian people.
“I am particularly grateful to you for our security coopera-
tion. It underlines our shared commitment to deal with 
our security challenges. We will continue to deepen our 
cooperation in this area,” Mr. Modi told his Malaysian 
counterpart.
Raising the issue of terrorism, the Prime Minister said 
the recent attacks in different countries were a reminder 
of the global nature of this threat. In this context, he said 
Malaysia had provided leadership in combating extrem-
ism and radicalisation, rejecting any link between terror-
ism and religion, and in highlighting the real values of 
Islam.
Mr. Modi reiterated that the trade and investment relations 
between the two countries could be scaled up significant-
ly. India and Malaysia have signed three memoranda of 
understanding on Monday pertaining to cybersecurity, 
cooperation in management, delivery and monitoring of 
government programmes and cultural exchanges.

India among 4 nations to sign trade pact
Sri Lanka, India, Malta and Mauritius have come together 
to establish a Commonwealth Trade Finance Facility to 
boost trade and investment flows, particularly for devel-
oping nations of the Commonwealth.
The four countries have inked the document, Declaration 
of Intent, as anchor investors at the ongoing Common-
wealth Summit in Malta The facility, structured as a guar-
antee fund, will cover risk for providers of trade credit in 
financial institutions of Commonwealth countries. It seeks 
to stimulate lending by major banks to smaller banks in 
member states and reduce risk.
The fund, voluntary in nature, hopes to attract start-up 
capital of $ 20 million. It will provide member countries 
facing trade challenges with the funds. It is estimated for 
every dollar invested, the fund will generate $ 20, accord-
ing to a release issued by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Sri Lanka government here.
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Helped by gut bacteria, worms boost 
immunity
Researchers have discovered how intestinal worms 
“cross-talk” with gut bacteria to help boost the immune 
system.
Intestinal worms infect over two billion people across the 
world, mostly children, in areas with poor sanitation. But 
despite causing serious health problems, worms can ac-
tually help the immune system of its host as an indirect 
way of protecting themselves, researchers said.
Intestinal worms belong to a larger family of helminths, 
which are large multi-cellular parasites that can cause 
chronic infections in their hosts. Because of their long 
co-evolution with mammals, helminths have developed 
a close relationship with their host’s immune systems, to 
the point that they can regulate the host’s immune sys-
tem in beneficial ways.
For example, helminths can ameliorate diseases such as 
allergic asthma. However, very little is known about how 
helminths modulate the immune system.
Microbiome pathway
Nicola Harris at Ecole Polytechnique Federale de Laus-
anne in Switzerland has now shown that the anti-inflam-
matory activity of intestinal helminths involves “cross-
talk” with an unexpected agent: the gut’s bacteria, also 
known as the “microbiome.”
In this study, the researchers looked at the effects of hel-
minths that infect pigs.

India keen on ramping up hydrocarbon 
cooperation with African nations
India is keen to intensify its hydrocarbon cooperation with 
the African countries on upstream, midstream and down-
stream areas, Dharmendra Pradhan, Minister of State 
(Independent Charge), Petroleum and Natural Gas has 
conveyed to the leadership of the African countries. India 

now imports about 33 MMT crude oil from Africa,which 
constitutes 18 per cent of our total crude import.

Scientist finds signs of acid fog on Red 
Planet
Mars has acid fog which eats away rocks and is caused 
by volcanic eruptions on the red planet, a new study sug-
gests.
A planetary scientist has pieced together a compelling 
story about how acidic vapours may have eaten at the 
rocks in a 100-acre area on Husband Hill in the Columbia 
Hills of Gusev Crater on Mars.
Shoshanna Cole of Ithaca College in New York, used a 
variety of data gathered by multiple instruments on the 
2003 Mars Exploration Rover Spirit to tease out informa-
tion from exposures of the ancient bedrock.
The work focused on the ‘Watchtower Class’ outcrops on 
Cumberland Ridge and the Husband Hill summit, said 
Prof. Cole, who began studying the area for her PhD the-
sis at Cornell University. “The special thing about Watch-
tower Class is that it’s very widespread and we see it in 
different locations. As far as we can tell, it’s part of the 
ground there,” which means that these rocks record envi-
ronments that existed on Mars billions of years ago.
By combining data from previous studies of the area on 
Mars, Prof. Cole saw some intriguing patterns emerge. 
Spirit examined Watchtower Class rocks at a dozen lo-
cations spanning about 200 meters along Cumberland 
Ridge and the Husband Hill summit.
The chemical composition of these rocks, as determined 
by Spirit’s Alpha Proton X-ray Spectrometer, is the same, 
but the rocks looked different to all of the other instru-
ments.

GSAT-15 set to replace dying INSAT-3A 
and 4B
GSAT-15, the mainly communications satellite being put 
in space next week, will replace two older spacecraft that 
will likely expire in the coming months.
Its 24 transponders are solely in the Ku band and will ca-
ter to DTH (direct-to-home) television first, besides sup-
porting the thousands of VSAT operators who provide 
broadband services; and DSNG (digital satellite news 
gathering) for TV news channels.
GSAT-15 will not add new transponder capacity to the 
country; it will ‘ensure sustainability of service’for the 
capacity-hungry DTH sector, according to A.S. Kiran Ku-
mar, Chairman of Indian Space Research Organisation 

Science,
Tech. and 
Environment
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and Secretary, Department of Space. It will also carry the 
third GAGAN satellite navigation transponder as a back-
up for airlines and other users of augmented GPS-based 
systems.
Leased transponders
Indian DTH broadcasters have been forced to lease 59 
transponders on foreign satellites over the region; less 
than half of that capacity (26) is allotted for DTH on Indi-
an communication satellites, mainly to Doordarshan and 
Tata Sky.
The immediate focus is on bridging the Ku-band short-
age, Mr. Kiran Kumar told The Hindu .
“There is a constraint on spectrum. We want to reduce 
dependence on external transponders in about two 
years. We are in the process of finalising a solution for it. 
But I cannot spell out details.”
The heavyweight 4,000-kg-class GSAT-11 due in a cou-
ple of years, would add a significant number of tran-
sponders for national users, he said.
GSAT-15, weighing 3,164 kg, will be launched in the wee 
hours of November 11 (IST) from Kourou in French Gui-
ana (in South America) on the European Arianespace’s 
Ariane-5 launcher.
The satellite cost and the launch fee are around Rs. 860 
crore.
GSAT-15 will be flown along with Saudi Arabia’s Arabsat-
6B/Badr-7.
To be stationed over the country at a slot at 93.5 degrees 
East longitude, the upcoming satellite must quickly re-
place INSAT-3A and INSAT-4B that are completing their 
tenure-- one in November and another later next year, 
Mr. Kiran Kumar said.
INSAT-3A, launched in April 2003, has completed its 12-
year life. INSAT-4B, flown in March 2007, got reduced 
to half its functions in 2010 after one of its two power-
generating solar panels developed a snag.
The two Indian rockets -- PSLV and GSLV -- cannot pitch 
the weight of GSAT-15 to its slot 36,000 km high. Mr. 
Kiran Kumar said ISRO had signed up Arianespace to 
launch GSAT-17, GSAT-18 and the heavier GSAT-11.

NGT issues contempt notice to govt.
In a significant development, the National Green Tribunal 
(NGT) issued contempt notice to the State government 
for violation of its directives to stop work at Amaravati.
The Tribunal further asked the government to upload the 
Environment Clearance (EC) certificate within 24 hours 
on its website. Notices were also issued to the State En-
vironment and Urban Development Departments and 
Capital Region Development Authority (CRDA).

The document was uploaded on the State Environmental 
Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) website. However, 
the Capital Region Development Authority (CRDA) could 
not upload the same citing technical reasons. The CRDA 
officials maintained that they would upload the document 
soon after the return of CRDA Commissioner N. Srikanth, 
who was away on a foreign tour.
“According to National Informatics Centre (NIC) rules, it 
is not possible to upload the document unless the Com-
missioner issues an order,” an official said.
‘It is not EC’
Meanwhile, green activists sharply criticised the EC 
document. Former bureaucrat-turned social activist M.G. 
Devasayam said, “By no stretch of imagination, it can be 
called an EC. One read is enough to understand that the 
‘EC’ is nothing more than Terms of Reference (ToR). It is 
a major fraud.”
The exhaustive procedure of making elaborate studies 
of various aspects was done away with to hurriedly ‘pro-
duce’ an EC certificate. The government had applied for 
it on September 9 and it acquired this ‘conditional’ EC by 
October 9. It has 92 conditions to fulfil which, the govern-
ment will need to go through an exhaustive process that 
may take a minimum of two years. With these conditions, 
the government can’t place even a single brick at the 
construction site, Mr. Devasahayam maintained.
Green activist Pandalaneni Srimannarayana, who chal-
lenged the Amaravarti project, said though the govern-
ment had been claiming that it had got the EC, it was yet 
to make it public.
CRDA officials, however, said that they had issued an 
advertisement in newspapers on the EC. It was uploaded 
on SEIAA website, a CRDA official said.
Mr. Srimannarayana had filed a fresh non-compliance 
petition against the government under Section 25 to Sec-
tion 28 of the NGT Act. Subsequently, the NGT issued or-
ders, he said. His counsel Sravan Kumar said, “It seems 
the government is trying to delay the procedure to see 
that there is minimum litigation.”
“From the last three adjournments, the NGT has been 
asking the CRDA to demarcate wetlands and flood prone 
areas in the capital region. The CRDA had provided some 
old information which was turned down by the NGT, which 
sought fresh demarcation,” Mr. Srimannarayana said.

‘State’s stand will feature in the final 
notification on Kasturirangan Report’
The eco-sensitive zones identified by the State govern-
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ment and regulation on sand extraction and stone quar-
rying will feature in the final notification of the Union 
government while implementing the Kasturirangan Com-
mittee report, Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and 
Head of Forest Force Vinay Luthra has said.
Talking to reporters here on Friday, Mr. Luthra said that 
following extensive survey and public consultation, the 
State government submitted its report in July on the rec-
ommendations of the Kasturirangan Committee.
Mr. Luthra said that they had considered as eco-sensitive 
areas not only the wildlife areas but also the eco-sensi-
tive zones in 40 taluks of the State.
While seeking a ban on mining activity in these areas, the 
State government had sought regulation on sand extrac-
tion and stone quarrying in these areas.
Following a request in August, the department submit-
ted to the Union government on September 1 the GPS 
coordinates and maps of eco-sensitive areas that had 
been identified. By this time, the Union Environment and 
Forest Ministry had sent for printing the draft notification 
on the recommendations. Hence, the State government’s 
stand on the recommendations was not featured in the 
draft notification, he said.
Mr. Luthra said that he met the Secretary to the Ministry 
of Environment and Forests on October 26 and reiterated 
the objections and other observations of the State on the 
Kasturirangan Committee findings. “Our stand will be re-
flected in the final notification,” Mr. Luthra said.
Process
As per the directions of the Supreme Court, the Forest 
Department has started the process of taking possession 
of forest land that has been encroached upon.
At present, the acquisition was in cases where encroach-
ment has been more than three acres.
“In cases where encroachment was less than three acres, 
we are leaving it to the State government to decide,” Mr. 
Luthra said. He said that they are not taking action in 
cases where applications have been filed under the For-
est Rights Act.
Chief Conservator of Forests Sanjay Bijoor said that 
of the 5,862.6 acres of forest land that has been en-
croached upon in Dakshina Kannada, Udupi and parts of 
Chikkamagaluru district, the department has taken pos-
session of 750 acres.

Countries met only half of emissions 
target: UN report
The message from the United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP) Emissions Gap report launched on 
Friday in Geneva is clear. Only a dynamic Paris climate 
agreement in December can help keep global warming 
under the 2°C threshold, as the current levels of green-
house gas (GHG) emissions to be cut by 2030 — 11 giga-
tonnes — is only about half of the total required.
This is even if all conditional and unconditional Intended 
Nationally Determined Contributions (INDCs) of coun-
tries submitted by October 1 are fully implemented, as 
emissions will still be 12 gigatonnes of carbon dioxide 
equivalent (GtCO2e) beyond the level that gives a likely 
chance of limiting global temperature rise to 2°C this cen-
tury.

Ahead of the U.N. climate meeting to commence in De-
cember, the UNEP report provides a sense of the scale 
of the task lying ahead of countries to curb global warm-
ing. It shows that the 119 INDCs submitted so far rep-
resent GHG emission reductions in 2030 of 4 to 6 Gt-
CO2e compared to what the emissions would be under 
the current policy trajectory. The report notes that 2030 
projections based on current policies are themselves 5 
GtCO2e lower than the estimate of 65 GtCO2e by the In-
ter-governmental Panel for Climate Change (IPCC) fifth 
assessment report, which assumed no additional climate 
policies, put in place after 2010.
It is clear from the assessment of the mitigation contribu-
tions from the INDCs that much more needs to be done, 
the report notes. “This round of INDCs should therefore 
be considered as the first step in building foundations for 
a successful global climate agreement,” it says.
Forest loss
The report has a special chapter on Reducing Emissions 
from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD+), 
a U.N. programme focussing on opportunity for climate 
change mitigation through forest-related actions in devel-
oping countries, and finds the theoretical potential of re-
ducing forest loss and restoring forests could be as high 
as 9 GtCO2e/yr in Africa, Asia and the Pacific and Latin 
America and the Caribbean combined.
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However, economic and land-use factors may constrain 
the achievable benefits to around 3 GtCO2e/yr, the report 
notes.
This reflects the fact that forest loss, which reached 7.6 
million hectares per year between 2010-2015, accounts 
for the largest portion of emissions from land use, the 
report notes.

NGT directs collection of ‘green tax’
In a bid to curb health hazards originating from bursting 
of firecrackers this Diwali, the Pune Bench of the National 
Green Tribunal has directed civic bodies to levy Rs. 3,000 
as ‘green tax’ from sellers. The corpus collected from the 
tax will be used to clean solid waste generated from fire-
crackers at public places. Part of the money is to be used 
exclusively for environmental activities such as planting 
trees and constructing toilets for women. The tribunal or-
dered strict action against defaulters, recommending that 
agencies which did not pay the tax should be blacklisted 
and their licences cancelled. Earlier, the Bench directed 
the Maharashtra government to consider framing a pol-
icy to restrict the sound emitted by firecrackers to 10-15 
decibels. The Bench of Justices V.R. Kingaonkar and 
Ajay Deshpande was hearing a petition filed by Ravin-
dra Bhusari from Nagpur which sought a ban on bursting 
of firecrackers. The petition contended that the industry 
employed child labour which led to several injuries and 
deaths among minors. The tribunal suggested that apart 
from restricting noise levels, bursting of crackers at public 
places should be restricted to certain hours. The NGT 
directive, however, has upset firecracker vendors who ar-
gue that it is unfair to impose taxes on them.

G20 nations narrow differences on 
climate change
The world’s largest economies narrowed their differences 
over the stand on climate change ahead of the COP 21 
talks in Paris that start at the end of this month.
After “intense” negotiations that ran into the morning 
hours of Monday on the key issue of whether to mention 
the aim to limit the rise in global warming to 2 degrees, 
they included the two-degree-goal in the G20 commu-
nique.
The final text did not specify the target deadline for the 
phasing out of fossil fuel subsidies, taking care of a major 
concern for Indian negotiators.
“India has done a lot by phasing out subsidies on pet-
rol and diesel but those on fertilisers and power are a 

politically sensitive issue,” Niti Aayog Vice-Chairman and 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s G20 Sherpa Arvind Pa-
nagariya briefed presspersons just before the release of 
the G20 communique.
India’s concerns
The communique also reflected India’s concerns on the 
Doha Round of the World Trade Organisation (WTO). 
“We are committed to working together for a success-
ful Nairobi Ministerial Meeting that has a balanced set of 
outcomes, including on the Doha Development Agenda 
and provides clear guidance to post-Nairobi work,” it said.
The G20 agreed, as sought by India, to increase efforts 
to implement all elements of the Bali Package, including 
those on agriculture, development, public stockholding 
as well as the prompt ratification and implementation of 
the Trade Facilitation agreements.
On regional and plurilateral trade agreements, on which 
India in its intervention had raised concerns, the commu-
nique said the G20’s efforts will be ensure these agree-
ments are transparent and inclusive.
Deep disappointment
The G20 expressed deep disappointment with the con-
tinued delay in implementing the IMF quota and govern-
ance reforms agreed in 2010 and urged the U.S. to ratify 
the reforms as soon as possible.
It also asked the IMF to complete work on an interim so-
lution that will “meaningfully converge quota shares as 
soon as and to the extent possible to the levels agreed 
under the 14th General Review of Quotas.”

New hydrocarbon auction policy by 
fiscal-end: Pradhan
Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Petroleum 
and Natural Gas Dharmendra Pradhan on Tuesday said 
that his Ministry aims to have a new auction policy for 
hydrocarbon blocks ready by the end of the current finan-
cial year.
“We have brought this consultation paper and sugges-
tions will come in by November 30. We will make the pol-
icy after considering all the views and take it to the Cabi-
net. It will be our endeavour to make the policy during this 
financial year only,” Mr. Pradhan said on the sidelines of 
the Bio-Energy Summit 2015 organised by CII.
In the consultation paper released on Monday, which is 
open for public comment, the Ministry proposed a new 
system by which natural gas produced from any hydro-
carbon blocks in the future will have pricing and market-
ing freedom along the lines of that given to the 69 mar-
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ginal fields announced earlier this year.
“In the recently announced marginal field policy, the gov-
ernment has provided pricing and marketing freedom for 
the natural gas. On similar lines, it is proposed to provide 
pricing and marketing freedom for the natural gas to be 
produced from the areas to be awarded under the new 
contractual and fiscal regime in order to incentivise pro-
duction from these areas,” the consultation paper said.
The policy for the marginal fields, announced by Mr. Prad-
han in September, involves selling natural gas at market-
determined prices rather than at prices determined by the 
government. In addition, oil and gas producers in these 
marginal fields were allowed to sell their hydrocarbons 
to any customer of their choice and not be bound by the 
government’s allocation policy. The new consultation pa-
per seeks to bring this freedom to any future hydrocarbon 
blocks as well.
The consultation paper also proposes a unified licensing 
policy wherein the winner of a hydrocarbon block will be 
able to explore and extract any and all hydrocarbons in 
that block — including conventional hydrocarbons like oil 
and gas and unconventional hydrocarbons such as shale 
oil, shale gas and coal bed methane (CBM). This policy, 
too, was initially introduced for the 69 marginal fields, but 
could now be expanded to all future hydrocarbon block 
allocations if the proposal in the consultation paper are 
accepted.
The proposed policy also seeks to move away from the 
current cost recovery/production-linked payment system 
to a revenue sharing model. “Revenue, net of royalty (as 
applicable) will be shared between the contractor and the 
Centre based on the revenue accrued for oil and gas on 
a monthly basis,” the paper said.
In this model, the paper says, the bidders will bid the per-
centage of revenue that they will share with the govern-
ment in two scenarios: one when the revenue is less than 
or equal to the lower revenue point and the second when 
the revenue is more than or equal to the higher revenue 
point.
The government’s percentage share of revenue at rev-
enue points between the higher and lower revenue points 
will be ‘interpolated on a linear scale’, the paper said.
During the Bio-Energy Summit, Mr. Pradhan also said 
that lower crude oil prices would not alter India’s stance 
on increasing the share of renewable sources of energy 
in India’s energy mix.
He also said that bio-energy would provide as much as 
20 GW of output compared to the 10 GW envisaged ear-
lier by 2022.

“There should be a public discourse on the issue whether 
LPG subsidy should be given to higher income groups. 
We will take a decision on this,” Mr. Pradhan said. At the 
moment, the government is planning to stop providing 
LPG subsidy to consumers with an income above Rs.10 
lakh a year.

ISRO working on 4-D, 5-D imaging 
technology: scientist
The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is work-
ing on 4-D and 5-D imaging technology.
Disclosing this after inaugurating the 6{+t}{+h}Interna-
tional Conference on Health GIS here on Friday, distin-
guished scientist and professor at ISRO, A. Sivathanu 
Pillai said work on 4-D and 5-D imaging technology was 
part of the space agency’s engagement with “hyperspec-
tral imaging,” which is a new and emerging area in Geo-
graphic Information System (GIS).
“Using the satellite, we are trying to process and view the 
five-dimensional images,” said Dr. Pillai, who is also the 
former Managing Director of BrahMoS Aerospace, Minis-
try of Defence.
Pointing out that 4-D and 5-D imaging technology would 
be coming out in a big way, Dr. Pillai said researchers, 
doctors and students would soon be able to use the most 
advanced GIS tool for welfare activities.
He appealed to institutions and others to make use of 
the valuable spatial data available at ISRO facilities for 
preventing epidemics and improving healthcare.
Dr. Pillai, who recalled how the images of coconut trees 
in Kerala, obtained from remote sensing satellites, helped 
tackle the spread of a viral disease a few decades ago, 
pointed out that spatial data patterns can be used for 
public health interventions in a cost-effective manner.
Healthcare and prevention of diseases can be better ad-
dressed if all relevant data and analyses are provided 
in GIS maps through an institutionalised arrangement in-
volving the government agencies.
Vice-Chancellor of JSS University B. Suresh referred to 
the recent rains in Chennai and said GIS could be used to 
address a possible outbreak of post-flood epidemic. The 
breeding space for diseases can be identified through 
GIS and necessary healthcare measures can be taken.
The theme of the international conference on GIS organ-
ised by JSS University in association with Asian Institute 
of Technology, Bangkok and Khon Kean University, Bang-
kok, is “Geo ICT for Epidemic Control and Healthcare.”
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Reusable rocket makes safe landing
A private space company announced on Tuesday that 
it had landed a rocket upright and gently enough to be 
used again, a milestone in commercial aeronautics.
Reusing rockets, rather than discarding them, would be a 
big step toward making space flight less expensive.
The achievement produced “the rarest of beasts — a 
used rocket,” Jeff Bezos, founder of the company Blue 
Origin and also Amazon, said in a statement.
Another private company, SpaceX, has tried to land 
boosters upright on a barge in the ocean, but so far has 
failed.
Blue Origin said the unmanned flight took place on Mon-
day morning at its site in Van Horn in West Texas. The 
secretive company did not invite reporters to attend. Its 
first test flight happened in April.
Its New Shepard vehicle consists of a capsule that is 
designed to take people into space for suborbital flights 
someday, and a booster. In Monday’s flight, the booster 
soared about 100 kilometres high and released the cap-
sule, which parachuted to the ground.
Standing up at touchdown
After the separation, the booster began falling back to 
Earth. It slowed its descent by firing its engine, starting 
at about 4,900 feet above ground. It was descending at 
just 4.4 mph when it touched down at the launch site, still 
standing up, the company said.
“It’s really a major step forward toward reusability,” John 
M. Logsdon, professor emeritus at the George Washing-
ton University’s Space Policy Institute, said in an inter-
view. Although NASA space shuttles were also reusable 
after returning to Earth safely, they were far more expen-
sive. 

Drug-resistant bug causes worry
: A bug that doctors until about three years ago treated 
with moderate-class antibiotics is now causing worry in 
intensive care units of hospitals across the country. Doc-
tors report that third-generation antibiotics — carbap-
anems — are failing to treat the Klebsiella pathogen, 
leading to higher mortality in patients and peg the resist-
ance at up to 50 per cent. In Mumbai, the bug is being re-
corded in 10-20 per cent of the patients in ICUs of major 
public hospitals.
Cases of colistin-resistant Klebsiella have started emerg-
ing, including four in Mumbai. Colistin is the last antibiotic 
available in the world for infections that the strongest an-
tibiotics fail to treat.

Klebsiella causes urinary tract infections, ventilator-ac-
quired pneumonias and blood stream infections (sepsis) 
among other conditions and is proving to be fatal in 30 to 
40 per cent of the patients who have contracted it — usu-
ally during a long stay in the hospital, particularly in the 
intensive care unit.
“For the first time, we have seen Klebsiella resistant to 
colistin,” said Dr. V. Balaji, Head of Microbiology, Chris-
tian Medical College, Vellore, where six such cases have 
been recorded. Dr. Balaji, who also heads the antimicro-
bial stewardship and infection control and prevention of 
the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), said it 
was difficult to find the resistance mechanism and that 
they were working on it. Citing a pan-India study the CMC 
has done, he pegged resistance to carbapanem between 
50 and 60 per cent.
Referring to the four cases of colistin-resistant Klebsiella 
in different hospitals in Mumbai, consultant microbiolo-
gist at Hinduja Hospital, Dr. Camilla Rodrigues said with 
carbapanems failing to work on Klebsiella, colistin con-
sumption has gone through the roof. “Organisms that are 
intrinsically resistant to colistin will now come back,” she 
said.
Double whammy
It is a double whammy for high-risk patients who have 
compromised immunities. “Patients such as those suffer-
ing from lymphoma or who have undergone transplants 
are particularly difficult to treat,” said Dr. Chand Wattal, 
head of the Microbiology Department at Sir Ganga Ram 
Hospital in Delhi. He said colistin-resistant Klebsiella has 
started showing up in the last three to four months in 
Delhi.
In Mumbai, cases of carbapanem-resistant Klebsiella 
are being routinely recorded, but resistance to colistin 
remains rare. At J J Hospital, Byculla, carbapanem re-
sistance is being reported in 12 to 21 per cent of the total 
cases. “The concern is that we are getting less armour 
against Klebsiella,” said Dr. Abhay Chowdhury, head of 
the Microbiology Department at JJ Hospital. His counter-
part at KEM hospital, Dr. Preeti Mehta said 20 per cent 
of the total ICU cases at any given time have contracted 
Klebsiella. “This has come up in the last two years. It is 
manageable, but if it is not detected early, then it leads to 
high mortality,” she said.
At Sion hospital, three to four such cases are being re-
corded every month. “Two to three years ago, there were 
no cases of carbapanem-resistant Klebsiella. There 
would be a few cases in between, but now 10 per cent 
or so of the total isolates are resistant,” said Dr. Sujata 
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Baveja, head of the Department of Microbiology at Sion 
hospital.
Serious implication
The implication of the growing resistance is serious. Sim-
ply put, higher the level of resistance, higher the mortality.
“If Klebsiella is resistant to carbapanem, a higher dosage 
or combination therapy is the next step, but this requires 
careful laboratory evaluation and patient monitoring, 
which may not be possible in many hospital settings. Be-
sides, a high level of resistance means many treatment 
failures and thus higher mortality,” said Dr. Kamini Walia 
from the Division of Epidemiology and Communicable 
diseases, ICMR.
Carbapanem usage is rationed. “It is a third-generation 
drug and is used when everything else has failed. Colistin 
is toxic and the only drug we have now (when everything 
else has failed). We have nothing left,” she said. Accord-
ing to her, better infection control practices are now an 
absolute necessity that hospitals need to follow.
But the concern is here to stay, and only getting graver. 
With resistance to colistin in other parts of the world much 
higher, it is only a matter of time when the last antibiotic 
fails on Klebsiella even in India, said Dr. Balaji.
‘Climate change changing landscape of Ladakh’
Even as global nations continue negotiations to arrive at 
a consensus for an international agreement to tackle cli-
mate change ahead of the Conference of Parties (COP) 
summit in Paris, nowhere are the effects more visible than 
the mountainous region of Ladakh in Jammu & Kashmir.
“Climate Change is changing the landscape of Ladakh. 
The snowfall has come down significantly in the last 
couple of decades and the glacier is melting at a higher 
rate, putting the lives of farmers here at risk,” Chewang 
Norphel, who has earned the nickname ‘The Ice Man’ for 
creating artificial glaciers in Ladakh to tide over the water 
shortage for irrigation, told The Hindu .
The excessive glacier melt is resulting in floods, putting 
the lives of 80 percent of farmers in the region at risk as 
glaciers are the primary source of water, Mr Norphel said.
This has affected agriculture in Leh and impacted crop 
patterns. In fact, that was the primary reason Mr. Norphel 
came up with the idea of artificial glaciers.
The effects of climate change are also very much evident 
on the Siachen glacier – the world’s highest battlefield. 
The snout of Siachen — the starting point of the glacier 
— at the Base Camp has receded by about a kilometre 
since 2005. A board stating this at the snout bears testi-
mony to the accelerating pace of human-induced climate 
change. Climate change has also altered weather pat-

terns, causing unseasonal rains and increasing the risk 
of avalanches.
However, there is no scientific data to indicate the extent 
of climate change in this region. The Snow and Avalanche 
Study Establishment (SASE), an institute under the De-
fence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) 
has recently initiated a project titled ‘Him-Parivarthan’ to 
assess the extent of glacier melt.
Officials at the SASE said that under this project, four 
sites have been identified on the glacier based on the 
data of the last 20 years and will be monitored over the 
next two years to understand the climate change there.

Hopes rise for Paris climate deal
Paris prepares to host the U.N. Framework Convention 
on Climate Change conference beginning on Monday, 
raising expectations that the participation of nearly 150 
Presidents, Prime Ministers and heads of state in a lead-
ership event will bring about a good agreement.
The high-profile opening event at which U.S. President 
Barack Obama is to join China’s President Xi Jinping 
and Prime Minister Narendra Modi, is intended to signal 
the seriousness with which climate change is being ap-
proached at CoP21, the conference of member countries.
France, the host, has been pursuing diplomacy with gov-
ernments most connected with the issue. Even though 
the Paris attacks a fortnight ago cast a shadow, Foreign 
Minister Laurent Fabius travelled to India, Brazil and 
South Africa to bring about a common view.
For India and other developing countries, the momentum 
that has built around the Paris conference is an oppor-
tunity to press their case for funds from the First World.
On Sunday, Minister for Environment and Forests 
Prakash Javadekar said here: “We have to move forward 
from the Kyoto Protocol [which is in effect till 2020], and 
developed countries must accept their responsibility for 
the 75 or 80 per cent of emissions already in the atmos-
phere.”

India a partner in climate change fight: 
U.S.
The U.S. appears careful not to be confrontational with 
India ahead of the Paris climate conference after New 
Delhi reacted sharply to Secretary of State John Kerry’s 
statement earlier this month that India would be a “chal-
lenge” in negotiations. Despite repeated attempts by The 
Hindu , a State Department spokesperson refused to 
elaborate on what the Secretary meant by “challenge,” 
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and instead, chose to underscore that the U.S. and India were partnering in combating climate change.
During an online conference with reporters last week, U.S. special envoy on climate change, Todd Stern, had also 
ignored the request for an explanation on Mr.Kerry’s statement, but repeatedly mentioned China as a good example 
that developing countries must emulate. Mr.Stern said that developing countries must take up more responsibility, 
including in financing mitigation efforts, and this may not be music to India’s ears. President Barack Obama is sched-
uled to meet Chinese President Xi Jinping and Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Paris on Tuesday.
In an emailed statement to The Hindu , a State Department spokesperson said: “We are partnering with India on re-
sponsible energy development. India is a strategic partner that has one of the largest economies in the world, and it 
recognizes the critical importance of increasing energy security, reducing emissions, and improving resilience in the 
face of climate change. We maintain a robust programme of cooperation in this area, including the highly successful 
U.S.-India Partnership to Advance Clean Energy (PACE). We are expanding our policy dialogues and technical work 
on clean energy and low emissions technologies. This cooperation strengthens our bilateral relationship, enhances 
economic growth in both countries, and promotes the development of new and innovative technologies and products 
to address our shared challenges”.
In a potential dilution of the principle of differentiated responsibilities, Mr.Stern explained how Paris would mark a de-
parture from the Kyoto agreement. “Well, what I mean by saying that this is not Kyoto is…What was a distinguishing 
feature of Kyoto is that all of the new obligations were only directed at developed countries, so it was really a devel-
oped country agreement with developing countries on the sidelines. That doesn’t work anymore.”
The U.S. would push for what Mr.Stern described a “hybrid” approach to an agreement, of which, processes and rules 
would be binding but targets themselves would not be. The U.S. position is that binding targets would stop countries 
from committing to ambitious targets. The U.S. would also pitch for expanding the donor base, “the number of parties 
who are prepared to contribute financing to poor countries,” and would seek more private investments. The onus of 
attracting such private investment would be on developing countries that should “create the enabling environment,” 
according to Mr.Stern.
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India’s supersonic cruise missile BrahMos demonstrated 
its prowess yet again when it was test-fired on Sunday 
from the country’s newest stealth-destroyer INS Kochi off 
the west coast.
Launch of BrahMos was part of an acceptance testing-
firing during a Naval drill being conducted on the west 
coast.
A press release said the missile, after performing high-
level and complex manoeuvres, hit a decommissioned 
target ship “Alleppey” which was stationed 290 km away, 
the missile’s full range.
The press release quoted Sudhir Mishra, Chief Execu-
tive Officer and Managing Director, BrahMos Aerospace 
Private Limited, as saying that the firing had validated 
the newly commissioned INS Kochi ’s systems. BrahMos 
would ensure the warship’s capability by engaging tar-
gets at long ranges on the sea, “thus making the destroy-
er another lethal platform of the Indian Navy,” Mr. Mishra 
said.
The 7,500-tonne indigenously developed warship has 
new design concepts for survivability, stealth and ma-
noeuvrability. It can carry 16 BrahMos missiles in two 
eight-cell vertical launch systems besides other modern 
weapons and sensors. The two-stage BrahMos can fly 
at a supersonic speed of 2.8 Mach and at a height of 
ten metres during the final stages of its flight. It carries 
conventional warheads. This was the 49th trial. It can be 
launched from ships, land and submarines.

Microsoft picks Varanasi for
 experimental Internet pilot
Microsoft is not the only global technology major to ven-
ture into building a low-cost Internet infrastructure. Goog-
le received permission from the Indian government ear-
lier this month to provide Internet using large balloons 
that float 20 km above the earth’s surface. Facebook an-
nounced in October that it would launch a satellite next 
year in collaboration with the French company Eutelsat 
to provide low-cost Internet to 14 sub-Saharan African 
countries.

Microsoft wants to help build low-cost Internet infrastruc-
ture through a slightly different approach. “Because I feel 
that unless and until you have a sustainable model which 
local companies can deliver, I think that all these big tick-
et schemes won’t truly work. And that’s the kind of work 
we are pushing,” Mr. Nadella said.
Earlier in the day, Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis announced that his government was working 
with Microsoft to build “smart villages” in the State. “We 
plan to start work on building 50 smart villages by the end 
of 2016,” he said. “Arinsal will be the first smart village. It 
was infamously known as the State’s malnutrition capital. 
We are changing that.”
Mr. Nadella said he was “optimistic about the rate of 
change [of development] in India.” “The progress we 
have made in the last 12 months of being able to real-
ise some of these dreams, of saying let’s open up these 
new digital factories and data centres, speaks about what 
is possible in India because of all the structural reforms 
happening. We want more of course… [but] I am optimis-
tic about the rate of change that’s happening, and [about] 
the rate of adoption.”
He spoke about how the Indian e-commerce story was 
no longer about start-ups, but about mega-scale. “To-
day, Indian e-commerce companies are competing with 
Amazon,” he said. “There is tremendous energy in the 
Indian start-up economy, but I don’t look at valuations of 
start-ups; instead, I look at the quality, the impact, and the 
realisation of ideas.”
He said he was impressed with the culture of innova-
tion in India, and how it reflected that of Silicon Valley’s. 
“Products are the manifestation of an innovation culture,” 
Mr. Nadella said.
“As CEO, it is not just my job to push an innovation cul-
ture, but it should be the case with every employee.”
Mr. Nadella said his optimism about India came from what 
is happening in both the public and private sectors. “As 
a company, Microsoft is in it for the long term,” he said. 
“Because when you think about the country and about 
the trajectory, here is what I look at — what is happening 
not only in the government, but what is happening in the 
private sector, what is happening in the broader economy 
as a whole, and that’s where my optimism comes from.”

Centre starts constituting new Tea Board
The Union Commerce Ministry has kicked off the process 
of reconstituting the Tea Board of India after a consider-
able gap of 19 months.
The term of the last board had expired in March 2014. 

Misc. News
and Events 
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The notification, appointing the members was issued on 
November 2, 2015.
The list includes names of ex-officio officials representing 
the tea-growing states of Assam, West Bengal Kerala, 
Tamil Nadu, Himachal Pradesh, Tripura and Sikkim. It 
also includes owners’ representatives from most of the 
tea-growing States. The Board constitutes 31 members 
(including Chairman) drawn from parliamentarians, tea-
producers, traders, brokers, consumers, and representa-
tives of governments from the principal tea-producing 
States, and trade unions. The Board is reconstituted 
every three years.
While initially the delay was linked to the alleged policy 
paralysis of the UPA government, hopes of expeditious 
action with the coming to power of BJP led government 
too were belied. This led to apprehensions whether the 
government had some plans of recasting the industry 
regulator. This fear, as much among the Tea Board of-
ficials as the industry, was fed by the gap in naming a 
full-time Chairman for the Board. Since the resignation of 
M. G. V. K. Bhanu in December 2013, there has been no 
full-time Chairman of the Board.
Trade and industry has warmed up to recent initiative, 
saying the reconstitution could not have begun sooner. 
While decision-making has not been held up by the lack 
of a full board but there is no denying that its functioning 
will now improve once the full board is put in place.
 

Manohar to replace Srinivasan as ICC 
head
Board of Control for Cricket in India president Shashank 
Manohar will be the new BCCI representative at the In-
ternational Cricket Council. He will replace former BCCI 
president N. Srinivasan who was elected the first chair-
man of the ICC in June 2014.

“By virtue of being the BCCI president at the ICC, Mano-
har will take over as chairman of the ICC,’’ said Anurag 
Thakur, secretary, BCCI. “I never aspired for this,’’ said 

Mr. Manohar who will be in office till June 2016.
Former BCCI and ICC president Sharad Pawar has been 
named the alternative representative in case Mr. Mano-
har is unable to attend. The house praised Mr. Srini-
vasan’s contributions as the ICC chairman.
The BCCI accepted in principle the proposed rules on 
conflict of interest and other amendments to its constitu-
tion.
It also appointed Justice (retd.) A.P. Shah as the ombuds-
man, who will look into all conflict of interest disputes. 
Another important decision was that it would meet every 
quarter and make professional appointments to strength-
en the governance of the BCCI based on the report to be 
submitted by Deloitte.

Agni-IV successfully test-fired
India’s strategic missile, Agni-IV, which has a strike range 
of 4,000 km, was successfully test-fired from the Wheeler 
Island, off the Odisha coast on Monday.
The missile was fired from a road mobile launcher by the 
Army’s Strategic Forces Command, which is tasked with 
handling of strategic weapon systems, at 9.45 am. After 
a flight of about 15 minutes, Agni-IV, carrying a dummy 
payload, splashed down near the pre-designated target 
point in the Indian Ocean.
A top Defence Research and Development Organisation 
missile technologist said the mission went off very well 
and all the objectives were met. Soon after its launch, 
the missile accelerated to an altitude of about 600 km 
and began its downward trajectory. The re-entry vehicle 
carrying the dummy payload withstood searing tempera-
tures as it re-entered the atmosphere and splashed down 
near the target point more than 3,500 km away.
All the radars along the East Coast, telemetry and electro-
optical systems tracked and monitored the performance 
of the missile during the entire exercise. Two down-range 
ships near the pre-designated target area recorded the 
terminal event. Ring laser gyro-based inertial navigation 
system along with MEMS-based Micro Inertial Naviga-
tion system in redundant mode ensured that the missile 
reached its target point with accuracy.


