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About the ‘CRUX’
Introducing a new and convenient product, to help the aspirants for the various public services examinations.

The knowledge of the Current Affairs constitute an indispensable tool for all the recruitment examinations today.
However, an aspirant often finds it difficult to read and memorize all the current affairs, from an exam perspective.
The Newspapers and magazines are full of information, that may or may not be useful for the exams. Thus, a
candidate is forced to spend a substantial amount of his time in selecting and maintaining notes for the current
affairs.

Another problem is that it is difficult to get every bit of information, relevant from the exam perspective at one
place. Thus, candidates are often found wasting their time in search of current affairs material.

It is with this problem in mind that we have come up with the GIST of The Hindu and  Press Information Bureau
(PIB).

The whole concept of the CRUX is to provide you with a summary of the important news and current affairs,
from an exam point of view. By reading the CRUX, you will be able to save your precious time and effort, as you
get all the relevant matter in a summarized and convenient form.

The Crux is particularly helpful for the Civil Services, Banking, SSC and other exams that have a current affairs
section.

The material is being provided in such a manner that it is helpful for both- objective and descriptive sections.

Our aim is to help the candidates in their effort to get through the examinations. Your efforts and dedication
inspire us to keep going. It is our sincere effort to make your journey easier.

Best Wishes

Editorial Board

Team Aspirant Forum

Courtesy:
The Hindu

Press Information Bureau (PIB)



Aspirantforum.com

Hindu and PIB CRUX
Vol. 01

 News and Events for September

Visit Aspirantforum.com for guidance and study material for IAS Exam.

Aspirant Forum is a
Community for the UPSC Civil Services
(IAS) Aspirants, to discuss and debate
the various things related to the exam.
It is a part of the crusade against the
pseudo-coaching gurus, who run the
so-called Coaching centers to exploit
the fellow aspirants.
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Follow the below link for more study
material and support for IAS Exam.

aspirantforum.com

National News

Lokpal search panel gets freedom of choice
The Department of Personnel and Training has notified amendments

giving autonomy to the Lokpal search committee to shortlist and recommend
names independently for selection of Chairman and members of the anti-
corruption body. The amendments act as a course correction after the former
Supreme Court judge Justice K.T. Thomas opted out from heading the
search committee in March 2014, citing lack of autonomy.

Eminent jurist Fali Nariman too had turned down the post of a
member of the panel for that reason.

Justice Thomas had objected to the provision that the search commit-
tee should only shortlist candidates from a list provided by the department.

The amendment made in Rule 10 of the Search Committee Rules
removed this roadblock by omitting the words “from among the list of
persons provided by the Central Government in the Department of Personnel
and Training.” This has come after a Supreme Court Bench, led by Chief
Justice of India R.M. Lodha, criticised the government for delaying the

process of appointing a Lokpal.

No legal bar on States designating official

language
A Constitution Bench led headed by Chief Justice of India R.M. Lodha held that a

State Legislature’s power to declare a language in use in the State as official language

is not curbed by Article 347 of the Constitution. Passing its order on a petition by the

U.P. Hindi Sahitya Sammelan against the 1989 amendment to the Uttar Pradesh Official

Language Act, 1951, the Court held that Article 347 prescribes that a language can be

made official upon the satisfaction of the President.

But the court interpreted that Articles 345 and 347 prescribe two different and
independent processes for making a widely-used language in a State official,
and both are not limited by the other. The Bench held that there was no bar
against a State Legislature declaring a language used in the State as an official
language for the convenience of its citizens. The Bench’s ruling focused on
the question of law as to whether a State Legislature is precluded from adopting
another  language used  in  the State  if Hindi has already been declared  the
official language.

from The Hindu

From us, Of
us and By us!
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Article 345 of the Constitution says “the Legislature of a
State may by law adopt any one or more of the languages
in use in the State or Hindi as the language or languages
to be used for all or any of the official purposes of that

State”.

RAPS Unit-5 sets a record
In  a  demonstration  of  operational  excellence  and
robustness of the Indian nuclear power reactors, the fifth
unit at Rawatbhatta of the Rajasthan Atomic Power Station
(RAPS) recorded a continuous run of 765 days at its full
capacity of 220 MWe. This is the second highest operating
record after a unit (500 MWe) of the Pickering Nuclear
Generating Station in Canada achieved a continuous run

of 894 days which ended in 1994.

Centre to fund Swachh Vidyalaya

campaign
The Centre will set up a Swachh Bharat Kosh to fund its
ambitious Swachh Vidyalaya (Clean Schools) campaign
anchored by the Human Resource Development Ministry.
The Ministry said public sector units under 25 Ministries
have pledged Rs. 400 crore for the campaign and private
and public sector companies would be encouraged to build
toilet blocks in schools.

Underlining the  initiatives and accomplishments of her
Ministry in the first 100 days, Union HRD Minister Smriti
Irani  said  an  action  plan  was  on  to  chart  the
implementation of  thecampaign. She  said  the  Ministry
would  initiate  the  process  of  drafting  a  new  cohesive
education  policy  after  conducting  nationwide

consultations from January.

Web portal on Ganga

rejuvenation launched
As  part  of  its  efforts  to  make  the  Ganga
rejuvenation programme a mass movement, the
Ministry of Water  Resource  launched  a  web
portal  to  connect  with  the  public  on  the
ambitious project of the NDA Government. The
bilingual  website  has  a  provision  to  receive
feedback from  the public, where suggestions
can be  given  about  the  Ganga  Rejuvenation

Plan. The public can also upload files up to the size of 4
MB along with their suggestions, a press release issued
in  Delhi  said. Launching  the  website,  Union  Minister
for Water Resource Uma Bharti said the  launch of  the
website was an important tool to connect the public with
the gigantic task of Ganga rejuvenation. She expressed
hope  that  large  number  of  people  concerned  with  the
present state of Ganga would come forward to give their
suggestions  to  improve  the condition of the  river. She
reiterated the Government’s resolve to rejuvenate the holy
river within the shortest possible time.

The  home  page  of  the  web  portal  http://nmcg.nic.in/,
which opens with the message of Mahatma Gandhi on
the holy Ganga  is an  encyclopedia of  the  largest  river
basin in India. It also gives details of Namami Gange, an
Integrated Ganga Conservation Mission, for which a sum
of Rs 100 crore has been allocated for development of
ghats  and  beautification  of  river  fronts  at  Kedarnath,
Haridwar, Kanpur, Varanasi, Allahabad, Patna and Delhi
in the current financial year.

The website further contains a wide rage of information
on  clean  Ganga  mission,  conservation  of  pollution
project,  status  of  NGRBA,  Ganga  action  plan,  water
quality monitoring, industrial pollution monitoring, waste
water management and comprehensive details of Ganga

basin.

National AYUSH Mission to plug

gaps in health services
The  Union  Cabinet  gave  its  nod  for  launching  the

National AYUSH  Mission  (NAM)  with
“core and flexible components.” It is aimed
at addressing the gaps in health services by
supporting AYUSH  (Ayurveda, Yoga  and
Naturopathy,  Unani,  Siddha  and
Homoeopathy)  care  and  education,
particularly in vulnerable and far-flung areas.

“Under NAM, special focus will be given to
specific needs of such areas and allocation
of higher resources in their annual plans. The
Mission  will  help  in  the  improvement  of
AYUSH education through enhancement in
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the number of upgraded educational institutions; better
access to AYUSH services through increase in number
of AYUSH  hospitals  and  dispensaries,  availability  of
drugs and manpower; providing sustained availability of
quality  raw material  for AYUSH systems of medicine;
and improving availability of quality Ayurvedic, Siddha,
Unani and Homoeopathy drugs through increase in the
number of pharmacies, drug laboratories and improved
enforcement mechanism,” a statement  from the Union
Health and Family Welfare Ministry said.

The  Department  of  Indian  Systems  of  Medicine  and
Homoeopathy was created in March 1995 and renamed
AYUSH in November 2003 to provide focussed attention
to  the development of education and research  in  these
systems of medicine.

National Board for Wildlife

reconstituted
The Ministry of Environment and Forests has filed an
affidavit in the Supreme Court last week reconstituting
the National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) after the apex
court had earlier stayed all the decisions of the standing
Committee. In the affidavit the government has retained
the Gujarat Ecological Education and Research (GEER)
Foundation  and  added  four  NGOs  — World Wildlife
Fund for Nature-India, New Delhi, Aranyak, Guwahati,
Nature Conservation Society, Jharkhand and the Bombay
Natural History Society, Mumbai, Maharashtra.

The ten eminent conservationists are apart from Prof. R.
Sukumar,  who  was  on  the  standing  committee  of  the
Board  appointed  in  July,  as  also  H.S.  Singh, a  retired
Gujarat forest officer, V.B. Sawarkar, former head of the
Wildlife Institute of  India  (WII)  , S.S. Bisht, a retired
IFS  officer  from  Bengal  and  former  director,  Project
elephant, Dr. P.S. Esa, a veterinarian with the Department
of Wildlife, Kerala Forest Research Institute (KFRI), P.R.
Sinha, who recently retired as Director of WII, Dr. R.J.
Rao, Rector of Jiwaji University, Gwalior, and previously
with WII, — he did his PhD on the ecology of aquatic
animals in the Chambal River, Dr. Madan Mohan Pant, a
retired IFS officer (U.P. Cadre) and a natural resources
economist,  in which he holds a doctorate, Rajendra P.
Kerkar,  environmentalist  from  Goa  —  he  focuses  on
water purification and protection of the Western Ghats

and Lav Kumar Khachar from the royal family of Jasan
in Saurashtra, Gujarat, where he is involved with nature
education  camps  in  the  Hingolgadh Nature Education
Sanctuary. A well-known  conservationist  he has  spent
his life spreading awareness about nature, especially on
ornithology and Gir Forest. He is a member of the Gujarat
State Wildlife Board.

A former Board member said that all wildlife experts who
spent decades of their life for saving wildlife have been
kept away from the Board. Only retired forest officers

and some from Gujarat have found a place.

Advani becomes chairman of Lok

Sabha’s Ethics Committee
Lok  Sabha  Speaker  Sumitra  Mahajan  appointed  BJP
veteran L.K. Advani as the chairman of the prestigious
Ethics  Committee  of  Lok  Sabha.  Manikrao  Gavit  of
Congress  was  heading  the  Committee  in  the  last  Lok
Sabha.

Other  members  of  the  Committee  are  A
Arunmozhithevan, Ninong Ering, Sher Singh Ghubaya,
Hemant  Tukaram  Godse,  Pralhad  Joshi,  Bhagatsingh
Koshyari, Arjun  Ram  Meghwal,  Bhartruhari  Mahtab,
Kariya  Munda,  Jayshreeben  Patel,  Malla  Reddy,
Sumedhanand Saraswati and Bhola Singh.

The 86-year-old Advani is a member of the Committee
on Public Undertakings headed by Shanta Kumar (BJP)
and Committee on Information Technology headed by
young BJP MP Anurag Thakur.

NHRC notice to Health Ministry

over shortage of HIV drugs
Taking  cognisance  of  media  reports  that  life  saving
medicines  for  HIV patients,  are out  of  stock  in  metros
like  Delhi  and  Mumbai,  the  National  Human  Rights
Commission  (NHRC) has  issued a notice  to  the Union
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and asked for a
report within two weeks. Describing the shortage of drugs
as “a serious issue of violation of human rights of HIV
patients,” the Commission directed the Ministry to submit
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a report on the short term and long term measures proposed
for preventing shortages of such essential medicines.

The NHRC said in a statement that treatment and control
of  HIV,  including  dispensing  drugs  and  testing,  was
handled by the government run public health programme
through 355  centres  and  stock-outs have hit  centres  in
Delhi, Maharashtra,Gujarat, Karnataka and Manipur the
most.

Plan to reduce infant mortality
The Centre launched a programme to reduce infant
mortality and bring down the number of deaths to a
single digit by 2030 from the current 29 deaths per
1,000 live births. The ‘India Newborn Action Plan
(INAP),’ inaugurated by Union Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan, is the first step towards arresting infant
deaths. Asserting that India can reduce the deaths
through “simple, cost-effective interventions” before
and immediately after delivery, Dr. Vardhan said of the
2.8 million who die at birth worldwide, India
contributes seven lakh. “These are preventable deaths
and now we have an action plan to do it. I don’t
believe in long-range targets. We must
achieve our goal within a short time,”
he said.

INAP has been prepared with the help
of expertise drawn from distinguished
members of a Technical Resource
Group, he said, adding: “13.3 lakh
children under the age of five years die
in India and 7.56 lakh of them in their
first month. We have studied in depth
the reasons for these deaths and come out with
comprehensive solutions.” The programme will be
implemented under the existing Reproductive,
Maternal, Child Health and Adolescents Plus
(RMNCHA+) framework. The Minister said it would
be carried out with the extensive outreach mechanisms
used for fighting polio.

Replacement of Planning
Commission still under

Consideration
The proposal to replace Planning Commission with a new
body, as announced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, is
“still under consideration” of the Central government. In
reply to an RTI query, the Planning Commission said the
final decision, as and when it is taken, on its replacement
will be put in public domain. The Planning Commission
was asked to provide detail of its meetings with officials
of the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) in this regard, copy
of minutes of such meetings, and name, structure, address
and mandate of the proposed body.

“The proposal (to replace Planning Commission with a
new  body)  is  still  under  consideration  with  the
government... As and when the final decision is taken by
the government of India, the same will be placed in the
public domain,”  the plan panel said  in  its  reply  to  the
RTI application filed by  PTI.

The  Prime  Minister  is  the  Chairman  of  the  Planning
Commission, which works under the overall guidance of
the  National  Development  Council,  according  to  its

present mandate. The Deputy Chairman and
the full-time members of the Commission, as
a  composite  body,  provide  advice  and
guidance  for  the  formulation  of  Five Year
Plans,  annual  plans,  State  plans  and
monitoring plan programmes among others.
In his Independence Day speech, Mr. Modi
had announced that a new institution with a
new  soul  will  replace  the  Planning
Commission.

The new body will  lead  the country based on creative
thinking, public-private partnership, optimum utilisation
of resources, utilisation of youth power of the nation, to
promote  the  aspirations  of  State governments  seeking
development, to empower the State governments and to

empower the federal structure, he had said.
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of 1.2 per cent in the first quarter of 2014-15.

Banking on inclusion
In launching the most ambitious plan ever to extend basic
banking services across the country, the government is
fulfilling a promise made by the Prime Minister in his
Independence Day speech. The  launch of  the Pradhan

Mantri  Jan  Dhan Yojana  also  marks  the
completion  of  100  days  in  office  by  the
NDA government. Many of the details of
the  scheme  were  made  available  in
advance,  but  the  official  launch  on
Thursday was  in  itself  historic. A  record
1.5 crore accounts were opened on the day
of  the  launch,  and  an  upwardly  revised
target of opening 7.5 crore new accounts
by  January  26,  2015  looks  achievable,
given  the high  levels of enthusiasm seen
on the opening day. There has been close
coordination among the government,  the

States  and  the  bankers,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will
continue in equal measure to ensure the success of the
scheme. For the NDA government, there will be a large
number of positive political and economic spin-offs from
the successful implementation of the scheme. Apart from
making  available  basic  banking  facilities  to  every
household,  it  is  designed  to  provide  social  security
through insurance schemes, and in select cases, pension
schemes. This will be no mean achievement, given the
absence of even a rudimentary social security cover for a
very  large  number  of  people.  In  due  course,  the
government  plans  to  route  cash  transfers  in  lieu  of
subsidies through these accounts. That would pave the
way for a comprehensive reform of the subsidy regime

Economy News
-from The Hindu

Current account deficit
narrows
India’s current account deficit (CAD) narrowed sharply
to $7.8 billion (1.7 per cent of gross domestic product) in
the first quarter of 2014-15 from $21.8 billion (4.8 per
cent of GDP) in the year ago period. However, it was higher
than $1.2 billion (0.2 per cent of GDP) in Q4
of 2013-14. “The lower CAD was primarily on
account  of  a  contraction  in  trade  deficit
contributed  by  both  a  rise  in  exports  and  a
decline in imports,” said the Reserve Bank of
India (RB).

On  a  Balance  of  Payments  (BoP)  basis,
merchandise exports, at $81.7 billion, increased
by 10.6 per cent in the first quarter of 2014-15
as against a decline of 1.5 per cent in the first
quarter  of  2013-14.  On  the  other  hand,
merchandise  imports,  at  $116.4  billion,
moderated by 6.5 per cent as against an increase of 4.7
per cent.

The decline in imports was primarily led by a steep drop
of 57.2 per cent in gold imports, which amounted to $7
billion, significantly lower than $16.5 billion. “Notably,”
said the RBI, “non-gold imports recorded a modest rise
of 1.3 per cent as against a decline of 0.6 per cent in the
corresponding quarter of last year reflecting some revival
in economic activity.” As a result, merchandise trade deficit
(BoP basis) contracted by about 31.4 per cent  to $34.6
billion in the first quarter of 2014-15 from $50.5 billion
in  the  corresponding  quarter  a  year  ago.  Net  services
receipts improved marginally on account of higher exports
of services. Net services at $17.1 billion recorded a growth
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for a number of essential commodities.

The sheer size and complexity of the logistics involved in
executing the gigantic inclusion plan will continue to amaze
long after the initial glitches are ironed out. To be executed
in two phases — the first will be for a year, while the second
phase  will  be between  2015  and 2018 —  the  Jan Dhan
Yojana plans to extend financial services in a country where
only 58.7 per cent of an estimated 24.67 crore households
have    access  to  banking  services.  The  scheme  targets
households  rather  than  individuals, and uses  technology
extensively  to  further  inclusion. Since opening  physical
bank branches on such a large scale is out of the question,
the scheme will  rely on a  large number of
business agents or correspondents for the last
mile.  It  is  therefore  important  to  provide
incentives to this category of intermediaries
to ensure their total involvement. Experience
with  mandated  inclusion  programmes
suggests that the new account-holders need
to  be  kept  engaged  for  sufficiently  long
periods. The RuPay smart card is probably
an answer, as it will keep the account-holders
connected  with  the  banks.  For  the
macroeconomy, the big benefit will be fewer physical cash
transactions  —  a  development  that  will  aid  in  the

implementation of official policies.

India slips to 71st rank in
global competitiveness list
Weighed down by challenging economic conditions
for most part of the past year, India has slipped to
71st position - the lowest among BRICS countries - in
an annual global competitiveness list, with
Switzerland claiming the top spot.  The annual list,
released by Geneva-based World Economic Forum
(WEF), comes at a time when the new Indian
government has completed 100 days in power and has
promised further steps to revive its economy and the
ease of doing business in the country.

As per the Global Competitiveness Report 2014-15,
Switzerland is the most competitive economy,
followed by Singapore. Other countries in the top
ten are Finland (4), Germany (5), Japan (6), Hong
Kong SAR (7), Netherlands (8), United Kingdom (9)
and Sweden (10). China, which has improved its
position by one place to 28th spot, leads the BRICS

grouping, among which India has the least
ranking. Russia is ranked at 53rd position,
followed by South Africa (56) and Brazil (57).

CCI begins public
scrutiny of Sun-Ranbaxy
deal
In the first-ever public scrutiny of an M&A

deal in India, fair trade watchdog

Competition Commission of

India (CCI)  invited

comments from all

stakeholders, including

general public, on finer

details of $ 4-billion merger

of Ranbaxy Labs into rival

drugmaker Sun

Pharmaceuticals.  The

comments need to be submitted to the CCI

within 15 days, along with supporting

documents on how the merger can adversely

impact the concerned person or entity, the

regulator said, while adding that it would not

consider ‘unsubstantiated objections’ to the

deal.

The CCI said the public consultation

process has been launched “in order to

determine whether the combination has or

is likely to have an appreciable adverse

effect on competition in the relevant

market in India”.

Widening its scrutiny of the multi-billion

dollar deal, CCI had asked the two pharma

majors on August 27 to make public specific

details of their proposed merger. This is the
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10 lakh over the previous year will continue

to be selected, as well as cases relating to

survey, search and seizure and reassessment.

However, the previous requirement of

selection of all cases where value of

international transactions exceeds Rs 15

crore has been dropped. Also, the provision

for selection of cases where information of

tax evasion has been given by government

authorities has now been tightened

up and will cover only cases where

such information of tax evasion is

specific and verifiable.

The CBDT norms said cases

involving addition in an earlier

assessment year on the issue of

transfer pricing in excess of Rs 10

crore “on a substantial and recurring

question of law or fact which is confirmed in

appeal or is pending before an appellate

authority” will be selected for scrutiny.

Cabinet approves 7% DA
hike for Central
government employees
The Union Cabinet gave its approval on

Thursday for the release of a 7 per cent

additional instalment of Dearness Allowance

(DA) to Central Government employees. It

also approved Dearness Relief (DR) for

pensioners. Both DA and DR will become

effective from July 1, 2014.  This is an

increase of 7 per cent over the existing rate

of 100 percent of the Basic Pay/Pension to

first instance where the CCI has ordered a

public scrutiny of a proposed merger and

acquisition (M&A) deal to ensure compliance

to fair trade regulations.  Sun Pharma and

Ranbaxy, which had announced a $ 4-billion

deal in April this year, were asked to make

public details of their proposed transaction

in a “prescribed format”, which has been now

put in public domain for “comments/

objections/suggestions”

from any person adversely

affected or likely to be

affected by the combination.

In April, Sun

Pharmaceutical Industries

announced it would acquire

troubled rival Ranbaxy

Laboratories in a $ 4—billion deal that

includes $ 800 million debt. The transaction

has valued Ranbaxy at 2.2 times its $ 1.8

billion revenue for 2013, or about Rs 457 per

share. The deal has got ‘no-objection’ from

the two exchanges, BSE and NSE, where the

shares of two firms are listed, allowing them

to file their scheme of amalgamation with the

High Court for further clearance of the deal.

CBDT rationalises norms
of scrutiny of tax returns
The Income Tax Department has

rationalised the norms for manual selection

for scrutiny of tax returns to bring it in line

with global best practices. As per the norms

released by the Central Board of Direct Taxes

(CBDT), all cases where income exceeds Rs
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inflation is a source of discomfort and given

the sub-par monsoon this year, there is a

need to keep an eye on food inflation,” he

said.  Food inflation in July

stood at 8.43 per cent. The

retail inflation was 7.96 per

cent and Wholesale Price

Index-based (WPI) inflation

was 5.19 per cent.

The RBI targets to contain

retail inflation at 8 per cent

this year and 6 per cent by

next year through a sound

monetary policy framework. Dr. Rajan said,

barring unforeseen external macro shocks,

containment of the current account deficit

(CAD) and fiscal consolidation is likely to

continue.  The government aims to bring

down fiscal deficit to 4.1 per cent this fiscal.

The CAD, which is the difference

between inflow and outflow of

foreign exchange, narrowed

sharply to $7.8 billion (1.7 per

cent of GDP) in the first quarter

of the 2014-15 fiscal. It was $21.8

billion (4.8 per cent of GDP) in the

year-ago period.

‘Five States contributed
half of PSU investments
between 2008 and 2013’
According to a study by the Associated

Chambers of Commerce & Industry of India

(Assocham), 50 per cent of the major

compensate for price rise, said an official

release.

The increase is in accordance

with an accepted formula based

on the recommendations of the

6th Central Pay Commission.

The combined impact on the

exchequer in the financial year

2014-2015 (for eight-months

period starting July 2014 till

February 2015) on account of

the DA would be of the order of

approximately Rs. 7,691 crore

per annum and that of the DR would be Rs.

5,127 crore.

Slow governance
responsible for decline in
growth: Rajan
Attributing decline in economic

growth to “slow governance” and

faulty allocation of natural

resources, Reserve Bank of India

(RBI) Governor Raghuram Rajan

has said gross domestic product

(GDP) will improve to 7 per cent in

the next three years on the back of

political stability. India’s economic growth

has slipped to sub-5 per cent in 2013-14 and

2012-13 fiscals. In the current financial year,

the RBI estimates the growth to be 5.5 per

cent.

As regards inflation, he said it was still high

because of supply-side rigidities. “Food
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Malaysia and Chinese Taipei.

The investigation had upheld the Indian

solar panel manufacturers’ contention that

the subsidies the U.S. and Chinese

competitors receive from their governments

allowed them to dump their products in

India at artificially low prices.  Power

Minister Piyush Goyal and Road Transport

and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari had

both opposed the Commerce Ministry’s

recommendation.

Mr. Goyal’s opposition was on the ground

that the domestic solar equipment

manufacturing capacity was insufficient to

meet the government’s ambitious targets for

power generation from green energy sources.

Indian economy poised to
grow at 5.6 per cent in

2014: UNCTAD
The Indian economy will grow

at a rate of 5.6 per cent in 2014

while developing economies

as a whole will see between 4.5

and 5 per cent rise in economic

expansion, a report by the

United Nations Conference on

Trade and Development

(UNCTAD) said.  The UNCTAD Trade and

Development report 2015 forecasts that

developing economies as a whole are likely

to repeat the performance of previous years,

growing at between 4.5 and 5 per cent. It

forecasts China’s economy to grow by 7.5 per

investments – amounting to Rs.5.5 lakh

crore ($91 billion) - between 2008-09 and

2012-13 in Central Public Sector Enterprises

(CPSEs) came from five States. Topping the

list, Maharashtra alone claimed 20 per cent

in the total, followed by Andhra Pradesh (8.4

per cent), Tamil Nadu (8.1 percent), Odisha

(6.7 per cent) and Uttar Pradesh (6.2 per

cent), the study said.

The investment would have been much more

with improved employment generation had

there not been delays in execution and

implementation of the new projects, the

study added.

 India not to impose anti-
dumping duty on solar
panels: Nirmala
Finance Ministry did not notify its

recommended anti-dumping

duty on imports of solar

panels from four countries,

including the U.S. and China.

Owing to the Finance

Ministry’s inaction, the

window that was available to

India for slapping these

restrictive duties aimed at

protecting the struggling

domestic industry has lapsed.  Following a

three-year long investigation, the Commerce

Ministry had proposed to the Finance

Ministry in May restrictive anti-dumping

duties in the range of $0.11-0.81 per watt on

solar cells imported from the U.S., China,
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moment to eliminate diesel subsidies as soon

as possible,” Dr. Rajan told a banking

summit in Mumbai.

The next revision in diesel prices is due this

month-end and going by the present trend

the under-recovery or the difference between

the imported cost and the retailing selling

price, will be wiped out with a minimal hike.

Even after the under-recovery is wiped out,

the Cabinet has to approve de-regulation or

freeing of diesel prices. This will empower

the oil companies to change rates in tandem

with cost like they do in case of petrol since

June 2012.

Panel submits report on
new gas pricing formula
A four-member committee of secretaries has

submitted its report on a new gas

pricing mechanism, prescribing a

rate much lower than the

doubling of price approved by

previous UPA government.

The government had last month

constituted a committee

comprising of secretaries of power, fertilizer

and expenditure with additional secretary in

the oil ministry as its member secretary, to

make amends to a formula notified in

January that doubled the gas price to $8.4

per million British thermal unit. The official

said the report will be reviewed in the Oil

Ministry  before a note is moved to the

Cabinet.

cent in 2014.

Improved performance of mining,

manufacturing and services sector pushed

India’s economic growth rate to two-and-a-

half- year high of 5.7 per cent in the April-

June quarter.

The UNCTAD report forecasts that growth

will exceed 5.5 per cent in Asian and sub-

Saharan countries, but will remain subdued

at around 2 per cent in North Africa and

Latin America and the Caribbean.

Meanwhile, transition economies are

expected to further dip to around 1 per cent,

from an already weak performance in 2013.

 Deregulate diesel prices at
the earliest: Rajan
The government must take advantage of the

lowest oil prices in a year to deregulate diesel,

the RBI Governor Raghuram

Rajan said.

Brent crude, a benchmark for

Asian and Indian buyers, has

fallen 14 per cent since June to

$96.38 per barrel. This together

with monthly price increases of

up to 50 paisa a litre has

trimmed losses on the nation’s most

consumed fuel to just 8 paisa per litre.

“Lower crude oil prices are helping

consuming countries like us. Typically a

lower oil price means a lower CAD, lower oil

subsidies and lower inflation. We need to

seize this moment to eliminate diesel

subsidies completely. We should take this
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the bonhomie between the two leaders can

be translated to the bilateral ties. The

reasons for Mr. Modi going the extra mile

would seem obvious. China and Japan were

two countries that received him when other

countries wouldn’t, and gave the then

Gujarat Chief Minister a welcome reserved

for a head of state, especially in China in

2011, where his car drove right off the Beijing

airport tarmac and he was received at the

Great Hall of People in Beijing.

Officials confirm that many agreements will

be signed dealing with tourism and student

exchanges, cultural MoUs between several

institutions, including the National

Museum, railway infrastructure, banks, and

technology assistance on irrigation.  The

reported standoff between the armed forces

at Demchok and Chumar sectors will

however, cast a shadow on their talks over

border resolution along with the

unconcluded agreement on

visas. The governments haven’t

yet appointed Special

Representatives (SRs) to take

forward the border resolution

talks that have already seen 17

rounds. The bulk of the

expectations from Mr. Xi’s visit,

however, will come from

business transacted and investments

announced for projects that are still being

pegged at a total of $100 billion, although

officials say the investment will be staggered

over several years and will be considerably

lower than the target.

The official indicated that the price increase

may be around 50 per cent. Most of the

domestically produced gas is currently sold

at a price of $4.2 per mmBtu. The panel has

tried to strike a balance between demands

for a market linked rate by gas producers to

make marginal and deep-sea fields

economically viable, and consumers in

power and fertilizer sector, who have said

they cannot afford any rate higher than $5.

Though the government had stated that a

gas price will be announced by September

end, there are indications that a decision

may be put-off until completion of assembly

polls in Maharasthra and Haryana in mid-

October.

Any increase, even of $2 per mmBtu, will

lead to a hike in CNG price for automobiles,

something the ruling establishment does not

want on the eve of state polls.

Industry sources said the

previous UPA government

had notified the

Rangarajan formula in

January but before a rate

could be implemented from

April 1, general elections

were announced and

Election Commission

sought postponement of its implementation.

India-China pacts likely to
bring in $100 billion
Chinese President Xi Jinping and Prime

Minister Narendra Modi must ensure that
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ramifications.

“At this stage, our top priority is to

investigate and review cases pertaining to

illegal practices in imports and exports and

over- and under-invoicing,” said a senior

official adding that officers would be selected

to follow up on specific leads. Based on data

from the Reserve Bank of India, the

Enforcement Directorate has been asked to

investigate suspect export outstanding

statements in matters of

undue delay in inflow of

remittances of Rs. 100 crore

and more. The Directorate of

Revenue Intelligence will

focus on cases of over- and

under-invoicing.

GMR to build
Nepal’s largest

hydro power plant
Nepal’s government has endorsed plans for

GMR to build the Himalayan nation’s largest

hydro power plant in a small step toward

easing chronic power shortages and

attracting new investment. The $1.15 billion

Upper Karnali Hydro power plant would be

the biggest private foreign investment in

Nepal.

Govinda Pokhrel of Nepal’s Planning

Commission said a Cabinet meeting

endorsed a draft agreement to allow the

company to build the $1.15 billion power

plant with a 900 megawatt capacity. GMR

China’s decision to build industrial cities in

Gujarat and Maharashtra at an initial

investment of $10 billion is a step towards

addressing the ballooning trade deficit India

has of about $35 billion, so that Chinese

manufacturers can come “make in India,” as

Mr. Modi has termed it.

Banks to be careful about
Jan Dhan Yojana: RBI
The Reserve Bank warned

the banks to be more

careful while opening

accounts under the Jan-

Dhan Yojana, saying that a

single individual could

open multiple accounts in

the lure of Rs 1 lakh

insurance cover.  He said

people could open

accounts in different

banks using different identity documents like

PAN card, Aadhar among others in the lure

of getting insurance cover of Rs 1 lakh from

all the banks. The scheme can be a “waste” if

it leads to duplication of accounts, if no

transaction happens on the new accounts

and if the new users get bad experiences, he

had added.

 Black money: new team to
pursue specific leads
Enforcement agencies, together with the

Special Investigation Team (SIT) on black

money, may soon form a dedicated team of

officers to pursue specific cases with larger
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annually. This translates into a GDP growth rate of
6.5 per cent to 7 per cent. A failure to implement
reforms or deterioration in the fiscal or the external
situation could trigger a rating downgrade, S&P
cautioned.

would take five years to build the plant, dam

the Karnali River in north-western Nepal and

construct transmission lines. It would

operate the plant for 25 years and hand it

over to Nepal at the end of the term.

S&P’s rating upgrade to
boost foreign investments
On the back of what it called an improved political
setting offering a conducive environment for
reforms, global ratings agency Standard & Poor’s
raised India’s sovereign outlook from “negative” to
“stable.”

The upgrade signals a greater margin of safety on
creditworthiness and thus improves
India’s attractiveness as an
investment destination to foreign
investors. The benefits further extend
to Indian companies as overseas
borrowing rates come down. The
stable outlook augurs well for the
rupee that has weakened in the past
week. The S&P cited two reasons for
the change in outlook. First, a
stronger political mandate improves
the government’s ability to implement reforms, spur
growth and improve its fiscal performance. Then,
India’s external account has improved.

At the time of the 15th Lok Sabha election, the S&P
said it was watching India for structural reforms,
adding that the direction and pace of policy reforms,
rather than which political party would come to
office, would affect the sovereign ratings. With the
S&P upgrade, all three major global credit agencies
have now placed India’s sovereign rating at the
lowest investment grade but with a stable outlook.
S&P cut India’s rating to “BBB-minus” in April 2012.

All eyes are now on a ratings upgrade, which, S&P
said, would be contingent on per-capita gross
domestic product trend growth rising to 5.5 per cent
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After Syria and Iraq,
AfPak on Islamic State
radar
The dreaded Islamic State of Iraq and Syria is trying
to expand its influence in Pakistan, with pamphlets
being distributed in Peshawar and border provinces
of Afghanistan, seeking support for jihad.

A booklet titled  Fatah  (victory) in Pashto and Dari
languages was distributed in Peshawar, the
provincial capital of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, as well
as in Afghan refugee camps on the outskirts of the
city, the  Express Tribune  reported.

The logo of the pamphlet has Islamic text, a
historical stamp of Prophet Muhammad and a
Kalashnikov assault rifle.  Some copies were also
mysteriously sent to Afghan journalists working in
Peshawar. Formerly known as the ISIS, the group
introduced itself as Daulat-e-Islamia (Islamic State)
in the pamphlet and made an appeal to the local
population for supporting its jihad (struggle) for the

establishment of an Islamic caliphate.

A number of hardline groups operating in border
areas have already announced support for the outfit.
Among them, Abdul Rahim Muslim Dost and Maulvi
Abdul Qahar, stalwarts of Saudi Arabia-backed
Salafi Taliban groups operating in Nuristan and
Kunar Provinces of Afghanistan, have extended
support to the self-styled caliph Abu Bakr al-
Baghdadi. Besides distribution of its literature and
pamphlets, some of the ISIS supporters have also
made wall chalking, asking locals to join and support

Pakistan: Imran Khan,
Qadri booked under anti-
terrorist act
Cricketer-turned-politician Imran Khan and cleric
Tahir-ul-Qadri have been booked under the anti-
terrorist act for attempting to attack Pakistan ’s
Parliament. The police registered a First Information
Report ( FIR)  against Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
( PTI)  chairman Mr. Khan and Pakistan Awami
Tehreek ( PAT)  chief Mr. Qadri on behalf of the
government. FIR was also registered against Awami
Muslim League ( AML)  chief Sheikh Rasheed and
other senior leaders of PAT and PTI under terrorism
laws, for breaching the agreement with Islamabad
administration.

The sections of murder, intention of murder,
intervention in state affairs and seven other sections

were also included in the FIR, reports said.

Ukraine, Russia agree on a
ceasefire regime
Russian President Vladimir Putin and Ukrainian President
Petro Poroshenko agreed on a ceasefire regime in the eastern
Ukraine. The  agreement  was  the  result  of  a  telephone
conversation in which both leaders agreed on steps to create
peace.

Ukraine and  the West have accused Russia of aiding  the
separatists  by  sending  weapons  and  troops,  a  charge  the

Kremlin has denied.

International News
-from The Hindu
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outbreak.

 Cameron prepares ground
for military action in Iraq
The policy of military non-intervention  in Iraq  thus far
pursued by the David Cameron-led coalition government
may  change  as  the  U.K.  government  seeks  to  shape  a
suitable response to the threat posed by the jihadist Islamic
State.

Britain has refused to pay ransom to terrorist groups for
the release of hostages. The British-accented black-clad
jihadist, who claimed responsibility for the beheading of

Mr. Foley, appeared in the Sotloff video as well.

Ukraine, pro-Russian
rebels sign ceasefire deal
Ukraine and pro-Russian rebels agreed a ceasefire,
the first step towards ending a conflict in eastern

Ukraine that has caused the
worst standoff between Moscow
and the West since the Cold War
ended.

The deal was agreed at peace
talks with representatives of
Russia and the OSCE security
and rights group in the
Belarussian capital Minsk. The
terms of the deal were not

immediately known but the sides indicated this week
that a humanitarian corridor would be created for
refugees and aid, a prisoner exchange would take
place, and rebuilding work would begin in conflict
areas.

In a sudden breakthrough this week, Russian
President Vladimir Putin said he and Mr.
Poroshenko had broadly agreed on steps towards
a resolution of the conflict, and he set out a seven-
point proposal end to end the five-month-old conflict.

Islamic State expands into

the group. Some cars and vehicles also have ISIS
stickers pasted on them.

Recently established Ahrarul Islam, a faction of the
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan, is already working on
the lines of ISIS. Similar is the status of the East
Turkistan Islamic Movement , also known as Hizb-
e-Islami Turkistan. Ahrarul Islam doesn’t believe in
boundaries between Islamic countries, therefore, it
is working for the establishment of a network
throughout South and Central Asian regions.

The group doesn’t recognise al-Baghdadi as the
caliph, but considers Afghan Taliban chief Mullah

Omar as ‘commander’.

Ebola outbreak racing out
of control, says UN
officials
The Ebola virus outbreak in West
Africa is racing ahead of efforts to
control it and at least $600 million is
needed to get the unprecedented
epidemic under control, UN health
officials said.

“This Ebola epidemic is the largest,
most severe and most complex we
have ever seen in the nearly 40-year
history of this disease, ” Xinhua quoted Director-
General of World Health Organisation ( WHO)
Margaret Chan as saying here.

The outbreaks are racing ahead of the control efforts
in West African countries, Chan said. The WHO
chief noted that there have been about 3,500
confirmed or probable Ebola cases and more than
1,900 deaths from the deadly disease.

The WHO officials said they were working with
commercial airlines to bring their services back to
Ebola-stricken countries as cancellation of flights
were hurting international efforts to contain the
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and several other people with endangering national
security by leaking state secrets and sensitive
documents to Qatar, dealing a further blow to his
outlawed Muslim Brotherhood. Relations between
Qatar, a Gulf Arab state, and Egypt have been icy
since July 2013, when then-Egyptian Army chief
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi toppled Mr. Morsy after mass
unrest against his rule.

Qatar had supported Mr. Morsy, who is already in
jail along with thousands of Brotherhood members,
many of whom have been sentenced to death on
separate charges.  Security sources had said last
month that Egypt was investigating Mr. Morsy in
connection with documents they said were leaked
to Qatar and its satellite news channel Al Jazeera.

The statement said Mr. Morsy and two of his top
secretaries abused their positions to slip documents
from Egypt’s security agencies to Qatari intelligence
and Al Jazeera. It said some of those documents
exposed the location of and weapons held by the
Egyptian armed forces and detailed the country’s

foreign and domestic policies.

UNICEF helps Sierra
Leone combat Ebola
With funds from the World Bank, UNICEF has
facilitated the delivery of medicines and other
supplies worth over $825,000 for the treatment of
people who have contracted Ebola in Sierra Leone.

A chartered UN cargo aircraft landed at the Lungi
International Airport with the drugs and medical
supplies. The supplies include latex gloves,
intravenous fluids, assorted antibiotics and personal
protective equipment, all of which are urgently
needed to fight the Ebola epidemic.  The funding
from the World Bank comes from its $200 million
pledge last month to help Guinea, Liberia and Sierra
Leone to contain the spread of Ebola, help their
communities cope with the economic impact of the
crisis, and improve public health systems in West
Africa.

Egypt
Islamic State, fighting to redraw the map of the
Middle East, has been coaching Egypt’s most
dangerous militant group, complicating efforts to
stabilise the biggest Arab nation.

Confirmation that Islamic Sate, currently the most
successful of the region’s jihadi groups, is extending
its influence to Egypt will sound alarm bells in Cairo,
where the authorities are already facing a security
challenge from home-grown militants.

Militant groups and the Egyptian state are old foes.
Some of al-Qaeda’s most notorious commanders,
including its current leader Ayman al-Zawahri, are
Egyptian. The success of Islamic State in seizing
large parts of Syria and Iraq has raised concerns in
Egypt, where authorities are battling Ansar as well
as militants who have capitalised on the chaos in
post-Gaddafi Libya to set up over the border. Islamic
State became the first jihadi group to defeat an Arab
Army in a major operation after steamrolling
through northern Iraq in June almost unopposed
by the Iraqi military.

Unlike al-Qaeda, which specialises in hit and run
operations and suicide bombings, Islamic State acts
like an army, seizing and holding territory, a new
kind of challenge for Western-backed Arab states.

Army offensives have squeezed Ansar, forcing its
members to flee to other parts of Egypt, the
commander said. But it still poses a security threat.
President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi has expressed

concerns about militants over the Libyan frontier.

Egypt charges ex-
President Morsy with
passing state secrets to
Qatar
Egypt charged ousted president Mohamed Morsy
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al-Shabab in Somalia.

Syrian strikes target IS
stronghold
Syria launched a series of airstrikes targeting a
stronghold of the Islamic State extremist group,
killing at least 25 people, most of whom died when
one of the missiles slammed into a crowded bakery,
activists said. The eight airstrikes smashed parts of
buildings, set cars alight and crushed people under
rubble in the northeastern city of Raqqa, which is
ruled by the extremist group, according to a video
of the aftermath uploaded to social media networks.

At least 16 civilians were killed, alongside nine
Islamic State fighters, said the Britain-based Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights. Most of the civilians
were killed after at least one strike hit a bakery on a
busy street, and the death toll was likely to rise, said
the Observatory, which obtains its information from

a network of activists on the ground.

Arab League chief:
confront ISIS
The head of the Arab League urged its members to
confront Islamic State extremists “militarily and
politically,” issuing an apparent call to arms as
President Barack Obama prepares to go to
lawmakers and the American public with his own
plan to stop the militants.

Backing from the 22-country Arab League could
provide crucial support across the Middle East for
Obama’s effort to assemble an international
coalition against the Islamic State, the marauding
group that has conquered a swath of Iraq and Syria
and committed beheadings and mass killings to sow
terror.  Already, NATO forces have agreed to take
on the extremists.

Arab League chief Nabil Elaraby said that what is
needed from Arab countries is a “clear and firm

The supplies have been transferred to the Central
Medical Store in Freetown for immediate dispatch
to different Ebola treatment centres.  The Ebola
outbreak has claimed over 2,000 lives in West

African countries this year.

NATO allies agree to take
on ISIS threat
The United States and nine key allies agreed that
the Islamic State group is a significant threat to
NATO countries and that they will take on the
militants by squeezing their financial resources and
going after them with military might.  With the
Islamic State militants spreading across eastern
Syria and northern and western Iraq, President
Barack Obama noted that the moderate Syrian
rebels fighting both the group and the government
of Bashar Assad are “outgunned and outmanned.”
In addition to the action pledged by fellow NATO
leaders, he pressed Arab allies to reject the
“nihilism” projected by the group.

The new NATO coalition will be able to mount a
sustained effort to push back the militants, Mr.
Obama said. The U.S. secretaries of State and
Defence, meeting with their counterparts at the
international gathering, insisted the Western
nations build a plan by the time the U.N. General
Assembly meets this month.

Laying out a strategy for Iraq, Mr. Obama hinted at
a broader military campaign, likening it to the way
U.S. forces pushed back al-Qaida along Pakistan’s
border with Afghanistan, taking out the group’s
leadership, shrinking its territory and pounding at
its militant followers. To do that, the U.S. used
persistent airstrikes, usually by CIA drones.

So far, U.S. airstrikes in Iraq have been largely
limited to helping Kurdish forces and protecting
refugees. But Mr. Obama has set a goal of
dismantling and destroying the Islamic State, and
said Friday that the U.S. will continue to hunt down
the militants just as it did with al-Qaida and with
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prisoners in peace deal
Government and rebel forces exchanged dozens of
prisoners captured during fighting in Ukraine as
part of a ceasefire agreement sealed earlier. The
transfer took place outside the main rebel
stronghold of Donetsk early Friday under the watch
of international observers.

President Petro Poroshenko said 36 Ukrainian
servicemen were released after negotiations. He said
another 21 soldiers were freed the day before.
Ukrainian forces handed over 31 rebels detained

over the course of the five-month conflict.

Pakistan court orders
release of protesters
The Islamabad High Court ordered the release of
all arrested Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
protesters. Chief Justice Mohammad Anwar Khan
Kasi earlier issued a notice to the government
seeking its reply by September 17 on the decision to
arrest protesters, Dawn online reported.

Earlier, a court in Islamabad sent around 100 PTI
activists to Rawalpindi’s Adiala jail on a 14-day
judicial remand for allegedly attacking state
institutions, including the Pakistan Television

(PTV) building.

Pakistan protestors
suspend talks with
government.
Signs of a possible solution to end political crisis
engulfing Pakistan looked bleak as anti-government
protest leaders suspended talks with the Nawaz
Sharif government following a crackdown on
demonstrators with Opposition leader Imran Khan
asserting that there was no room for negotiations
any more. Pakistani police arrested several dozens
of anti-government protestors and a court ordered

decision for a comprehensive confrontation” with
“cancerous and terrorist” groups. The Arab League
includes Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Lebanon,

Qatar and the United Arab Emirates.

EU to impose new
sanctions on Russia
The European Union (EU) decided to slap new
economic sanctions on Russia over its actions in
Ukraine. The sanctions will take effect following
their publication in the EU’s official journal but will
be reversible if the situation in eastern Ukraine
improves, four diplomats said independently.

The new sanctions are expected to deepen earlier
penalties targeting Russia’s oil and arms sectors,
including a further tightening of access to
international capital markets.  Brussels has been
more reluctant than Washington to sanction Russia
because of its broad economic ties. Moscow is an
important gas supplier for many EU nations and it
is the bloc’s third-largest trading partner overall.
The EU’s sanctions, however, have more impact
than those imposed by the U.S. since the EU is

Russia’s largest trading partner by far.

Open for talks on 13th
Amendment: Rajapaksa
Sri Lankan President Mahinda Rajapaksa is open
for a dialogue with the Tamil National Alliance
(TNA) on the implementation of the 13th
Amendment to the Sri Lankan Constitution, which
devolves more powers to provinces in the island
nation. Implementation of the 13th Amendment was
one of India’s key demands, and Mr. Modi had told
a TNA delegation that “he was dismayed by reports
that the Sri Lankan government proposed to dilute

the 13th Amendment,” officials said.

Ukraine, rebels exchange
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defence cooperation, following talks between
Chinese President Xi Jinping and President
Mahinda Rajapaksa at the Presidential Secretariat.
The countries would step up high-level exchanges,
including those of defence authorities, with the aim
of deepening the ‘China-Sri Lanka Strategic
Cooperative Partnership,’ according to a joint
statement released by President Rajapaksa’s office.

Sri Lanka signed nearly 30 agreements with China,
including one launching negotiations on a free trade
agreement. The leaders authorised the $1.4-billion
port city development project, Beijing’s latest
investment in Sri Lanka, and cleared the decks for
several infrastructure projects besides launching the
final phase of a power plant in Noracholai, located
in Sri Lanka’s North Western Province.

Sri Lanka has had strong ties with China, which has
consistently backed the country at the U.N. Human
Rights Council where it faces a U.S.-backed
resolution that calls for an international probe into
its rights record. Reiterating China’s position,
President Xi said that China “resolutely opposes any
move by any country to interfere in Sri Lanka’s
internal affairs under any excuse.”

Amid accusations of China developing ports — in
what is often referred to as ‘string of pearls’ circle of
influence — around India, the Chinese President
said in his letter that Sri Lanka was a “pearl in the
Indian ocean.” President Rajapaksa recently assured
cooperation to China’s 21st century Maritime Silk
Road initiative, strengthening apprehension over
the island “playing the China card” against India,
where President Xi is headed.

Ever since Sri Lanka’s civil war ended in 2009,
sections in New Delhi have been worried about the
increasing influence China seems to have over the
island nation. However, foreign policy analyst and
Sri Lanka’s former Ambassador to the U.N. in
Geneva Dayan Jayatilleke observed that Sri Lanka’s
policy makers had a tendency to overplay the ‘China

card.’

that 100 Opposition activists be sent to jail for
holding illegal protests and other violations,
triggering tense confrontation between
demonstrators and police in the centre of the capital.

Mr. Khan also dismissed the impression that he was
supported by the military, saying “I don’t need the
Pakistan Army, as I already have an army of the
people of Pakistan.” Mr. Khan’s PTI wants Mr.
Sharif’s ouster over alleged rigging in last year’s poll
which his party lost, while Mr. Qadri wants to bring
a revolution in the country.

Both leaders have been agitating since mid—August
14. At least three people have been killed and over

550 injured in violence during the protests.

China’s Silk Road to
counter Washington’s
FTA move
China’s drive to deepen linkages among the littoral
states in South and South East Asia through a revival
of the Maritime Silk Road (MSR) project, has deeper
geopolitical resonance as it follows the U.S.-led
Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) initiative, which
seeks to forge a regional free trade agreement in the
Asia-Pacific region. The twelve participating
countries in the TPPP include Washington’s major
allies such as Japan, Australia and New Zealand,
apart from Vietnam, Singapore and Malaysia.

Observers point out that Beijing is interpreting the
U.S. Pivot to Asia — a doctrinal shift of concentrating
additional forces and equipment in the Asia-Pacific,
that runs parallel to the TPP — as part of a “China
containment” strategy steered by Washington and

its allies.

‘Sri Lanka a pearl in the
Indian Ocean’
Sri Lanka and China agreed to deepen strategic and
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necessary in fight against
Islamic State: Iraq
Iraq’s new Prime Minister said that foreign ground
troops are neither necessary nor wanted in his
country’s fight against the Islamic State group, flatly
rejecting the idea a day after the top U.S. general
recommended that American forces may be needed
if current efforts to combat the extremists fail.  In
his first interview with foreign media since taking
office on September 8, 2014 Haider al-Abadi said
that U.S. airstrikes have been helpful in the country’s
efforts to roll back the Sunni militant group, but
stressed that putting foreign boots on the ground
“is out of the question.”

The Islamic State group was established in Iraq but
spread to Syria, where it grew exponentially in the
chaos of the country’s civil war. Following its success
in Syria, the extremist group’s fighters including
many Iraqi nationals rampaged across northern and
western Iraq in June, seizing control of a huge swath
of territory. The group now rules over land
stretching from northern Syria to the outskirts of

Baghdad.

U.S. House approves
Obama’s Syria strike plan
The U.S. House of Representatives approved, by a
margin of 273 to 156 votes, President Barack
Obama’s plan to train and equip moderate Syrian
rebels in a bid to halt the advance of Islamic State,
the jihadist militant outfit that has seized control of
significant territories in that country and
neighbouring Iraq over the summer and sought to
establish an Islamic caliphate in the region.

Although the less-than-overwhelming tally of ‘yes’
votes appeared to indicate some consternation in
Congress about Washington’s rapidly deepening
involvement in the crisis, the vote nevertheless
brings the U.S. a step closer to troop deployment in
active combat roles, which Mr. Obama has thus far

said he intended to avoid.

Ukraine grants self-rule
to Donetsk, Luhansk
The separatist-held regions of Donetsk and Luhansk
in eastern Ukraine are granted temporary self-rule
for three years in a new law adopted by Parliament.
Both parties in the conflict will be granted amnesty,
except for those who have committed “serious
crimes,” according to the law adopted to further
peace in the region.The special status law granting
greater autonomy to Donetsk and Luhansk also
allows for elections but stipulates that the separatists

must renounce their bid for independence.

UNSC to hold emergency
meeting on Ebola
The UN Security Council will hold an emergency
meeting this week to discuss the Ebola outbreak that
has gripped West Africa and claimed over 2,200
lives, the president of the 15-member body has said.
The outbreak, affecting Guinea, Liberia, Nigeria and
Sierra Leone, is unprecedented in scope with more
than 4,000 cases having been reported across the
region and over 2,200 deaths.

It has also dealt a major blow to the fragile
healthcare systems in West Africa. The Council also
adopted a resolution extending until December 31
the mandate of the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
and urged the international community to respond
swiftly to the shortage of qualified medical
professionals and appropriate equipment and
preventive measures necessary to address the Ebola
outbreak in West Africa.

Briefing the Council last week, the Secretary-
General’s Special Representative and head of
UNMIL Karin Landgren had told the Council of the
“merciless” spread of Ebola, which has already

claimed at least 1,200 lives in Liberia.

Foreign ground troops not
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Business leaders (B20) and civil society groups
(C20) were also taking part in discussion in Cairns.
G20 economic leaders have set a target of raising
gross domestic product by at least 2 per cent over
the next five years. It estimates that doing so would
contribute more than 2 trillion dollars to world GDP
and create millions of jobs.

Proposals and recommendations on strategies to
simulate growth and investment, create jobs,
cooperate on monetary policy, regulate tax and

develop infrastructure are to be discussed.

Buffer zone agreed on in
Ukrainian peace talks
Negotiators in Ukrainian peace talks agreed to create
a buffer zone between government troops and pro-
Russian militants by halting their advances, pulling
back heavy weapons and withdrawing foreign
fighters in order to ensure a stable truce in eastern
Ukraine.  The deal reached by representatives of
Ukraine, Russia, the Moscow-backed rebels and the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in
Europe marks an effort to add substance to a cease-
fire agreement that was signed on Sept. 5 but has
been frequently broken by clashes.

The memorandum signed after hours of talks that
dragged late into the night says that the conflicting
parties should stay strictly where they were and
make no attempts to advance. Under the terms of
the deal, reached in the Belarusian capital, Minsk,
each party must pull back artillery of 100 millimeters
or larger at least 15 kilometers, setting up a buffer
zone that would be 30 kilometers wide.

The longer-range artillery systems are to be pulled
even farther back to make sure the parties can’t
reach one another. The deal also specifically bans
flights by combat aircraft over the area of conflict
and setting up new minefields. The memorandum
also envisages the withdrawal of “all foreign armed
units and weapons, as well as militants and
mercenaries” a diplomatic reference to Russians

Pakistan court to try
Sharif, Zardari for money
transfer
The Lahore High Court decided to start ex-parte
proceedings against 61 politicians, including Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif and former President Asif Ali
Zardari, in a case against alleged illegal transfer of
assets to foreign countries.

A petition filed said that prominent politicians,
including Mr. Sharif, Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz
Sharif, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf chairman Imran
Khan and Mr. Zardari, had transferred their assets
to foreign countries via illegal means. The petition
requested the court to issue orders to bring the
allegedly illegally transferred assets back to
Pakistan.

The order disables the politicians, who failed to
submit their affidavits in response to the court’s
directive to declare their assets, from defending
themselves and will affect high-profile politicians
including the Prime Minister, the Punjab Chief
Minister, Mr. Khan and Mr. Zardari. In June, the
court had issued notices to the politicians, including
the Prime Minister, on a petition seeking directions
to the politicians to bring their foreign assets back

to Pakistan.

G20 Ministers say door
always open to Russia
G20 Finance Ministers and central bankers meeting
in Cairns to discuss ways to boost economic growth
said Russia would not be excluded over its actions
involving Ukraine.

“The door will always remain open for
communication in order to address some of the
geopolitical tensions involving Russia,” Australian
federal treasurer Joe Hockey said. Moscow has sent
a delegation to the two-day meeting in Cairns.
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between Palestinian rivals Hamas and Fatah on who
should run the territory. Azzam al-Ahmed, an aide
to Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, told
Palestinian radio on Sunday that talks will be held
in Cairo.

A 50-day war between Israel and Gaza’s ruling
Hamas ended in late August. Talks are meant to
reach a longer-term arrangement between the foes.

They will also try to resolve an internal Palestinian
rift. Mr. al-Ahmed says Mr. Abbas wants real
authority in Gaza, but Hamas balks at ceding control
of its security forces. Hamas seized Gaza from Mr.
Abbas’ Fatah in 2007.  Israel and Egypt see the
Western-backed Mr. Abbas as a guarantor of any

Gaza border deal.

Khaleda Zia goes on trial
on corruption charges
A Dhaka court started the trial of former Prime
Minister and Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)
chairperson Khaleda Zia on corruption charges in
her absence. Ms. Zia has been charged with
embezzlement in two cases that could lead to
sentencing for life if found guilty.

Judge Bashudeb Roy of Special Judge’s Court-3
began the trial with recording deposition of plaintiff
Harun-ur-Rashid, deputy director of the Anti-
Corruption Commission (ACC).  Earlier, the court
accepted two separate petitions filed by defence
seeking Ms. Zia’s exemption from appearing before
the court for security reasons. On March 19, the
judge indicted Ms. Zia, her son Tarique Rahman,
and seven others in the cases filed by the ACC. The
ACC accused them of embezzlement by forming the
Zia Orphanage Trust that exists only on paper.

The complainant alleged that a grant of $1,255,000
was transferred from the United Saudi Commercial
Bank to the Prime Minister’s Orphanage Fund
created by Ms. Zia, who was then the Prime
Minister, shortly before the transfer was made on

fighting alongside the rebels.

Ukraine and the West have accused Russia of
fuelling the insurgency in eastern Ukraine with
weapons and soldiers. Moscow has denied that,
saying that Russians who joined the mutiny did so
as private citizens. The agreement reached could be
a significant step forward if it is adhered to, but
negotiators have not yet addressed the most difficult

issue the future status of the rebel regions.

Ahmadzai declared
Afghanistan President,
but final tally kept secret
Afghanistan’s election commission declared former
Finance Minister Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai as the
war-ravaged country’s president-elect after an
acrimonious dispute over ballot fraud, but did not
give the final vote tally after a U.N.-monitored audit.
The announcement came hours after Mr. Ahmadzai
and rival, Abdullah Abdullah, signed a power-
sharing agreement to end two months of bitter
wrangling over accusations of fraud that
undermined confidence in the election and
emboldened the Taliban insurgency at a crucial time
as most foreign troops prepare to leave.

Independent Election Commission chairman
Ahmad Yousuf Nuristani acknowledged grave flaws
in the election process and said the U.N. audit could
not detect all of it.

Nevertheless, he said that based on the official final
tally of votes, the commission had a duty to declare

a victor.

Egypt to host post-Gaza
war talks
A Palestinian negotiator says Egypt will host indirect
talks between Israelis and Palestinians on a
sustained Gaza ceasefire deal, and negotiations
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Rajapaksa
Lashing out at the U.N. Human Rights Council Sri
Lankan President Mahinda Rajapaksa — in his
address to the U.N. General Assembly on
Wednesday — said the probe into Sri Lanka’s rights
record, mandated by the Council, was ill-motivated
and lacked balance. Amid mounting international
pressure, Sri Lanka has refused cooperation to the
international investigation — adopted by the Council
in March — that seeks to probe an estimated
100,000 civilian deaths during the final phase of the
island’s civil war that ended in 2009.

Observing that external intervention without
adequate consideration of the structures in a society
and cultural traditions of the countries inevitably
resulted in detribalisation, the Sri Lankan President
said the Council’s approach towards Sri Lanka was
in sharp contrast to that toward situations involving
humanitarian emergencies elsewhere.

While the Sri Lankan government simultaneously
initiated a domestic mechanism, the U.N. Right
Chief Mr. Al-Hussein has observed that a more
fundamental and far-reaching accountability
process in Sri Lanka, addressing both past and
ongoing violations, is absolutely necessary for Sri
Lankans to come to terms with their past, end
impunity, achieve reconciliation between
communities and strengthen the rule of law.

June 9, 1991.

The second case is against Zia’s and three others who
abused power to set up a charitable trust named after
Ms Zia’s husband, late Ziaur Rahman. The ACC said
that the money spent for establishing the trust was
collected from various sources, using the influence

of the office of Prime Minister in 2005.

Fiji turns the page
Fiji has chosen its first elected leader in eight years. This
marks a new democratic beginning for the South Pacific
nation after suffering self-inflicted wounds over a period
of some 28 years. Commodore Voreqe Bainimarama, who
took power in a bloodless coup in 2006, is back, his Fiji
First Party having led the field of seven parties. With an
82-member committee of international observers drawn
from 13 countries including Australia and New Zealand
and the European Union having endorsed it as a “credible
election”, Bainimarama will be able to put behind him the
phase of global condemnation and international sanctions
that had followed the 2006 coup. The sanctions should
now  end  and  the  country  could  return  to  the
Commonwealth with full status. The four coups between
1987 and 2006 stemmed primarily from tensions between
indigenous Fijians and ethnic Indians: when Bainimarama
took power he seized on the long-simmering rivalries and
held out the promise of ending corruption, racial divisions
and  policies  steeped  in  racial  discrimination  and
dispossession, especially those against peasant farmers on
leasehold  lands.  He  repeatedly  delayed  a  return  to
democracy  while  reworking  the  Constitution  that  had
stressed indigenous Fijian political supremacy, and taking
the economy forward. An indigenous Fijian, he also sought
to please the Indo-Fijian segment which accounts for some
43 per cent of its population. He pushed for equal rights
for all: this election saw full voting rights from the age of
18, for the first time. He abolished hereditary, rival power
bases such as the ethnic Fijian Great Council of Chiefs
and  launched  a delimitation  exercise  that  by  and  large
grouped people  according  to  their ethnicity,  essentially

leaving ethnic Fijians in a position of advantage.

U.N. agenda ill-conceived:
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sensitive dual—use equipment, technology and

software.

Japan to invest 2.1 lakh
crore in Indian projects
over 5 years
Japan pledged to invest Rs. 2.1 lakh crore ($35.5
billion) in a wide spectrum of projects in India over
five years. These include infrastructure, clean energy
and skill development.  Capping lengthy
deliberations between visiting Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his Japanese counterpart
Shinzo Abe, the two sides also decided to double the
number of Japanese companies operating in India
in five years.

Announcing the “Japan-India Investment
Promotion Partnership,” both leaders were upbeat
about their future relationship. Mr. Modi said Mr.
Abe had taken an “oath” to further their
relationship.  On energy cooperation, the two
countries decided to collaborate in the procurement
of liquefied natural gas (LNG) and upstream
development of oil and gas as well as clean coal
technology.

Mr. Modi promised to create a special track in the
Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) to clear projects
quickly. Five agreements, including one in defence,
were signed during Mr. Modi’s visit, in which the
two sides also decided to turn their “Strategic and
Global Partnership to a Special Strategic and Global

India, Japan to accelerate
civil nuclear deal
India and Japan decided to accelerate negotiations
on a civil nuclear deal to conclude it at an early date
even as Tokyo removed six Indian space and
defence—related entities from its end-user list.

Affirming the importance of civil nuclear
cooperation between the two countries, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and his Japanese
counterpart Shinzo Abe welcomed the significant
progress in negotiations on the Agreement for
Cooperation in the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy.
The two leaders directed their officials to further
accelerate the negotiations with a view to concluding
the agreement at an early date, and strengthen the
two countries’ partnership in non—proliferation and
nuclear safety, a joint statement issued after the
bilateral talks.

Japanese Prime Minister Abe commended India’s
efforts in the field of non—proliferation including
the affirmation that goods and technologies
transferred from Japan would not be used for
delivery systems for WMD (weapon of mass
destruction). Modi also appreciated the decision of
Japan Government to remove six of India’s space
and defence—related entities from its Foreign End
User List and said both the nations look forward to
enhanced trade and collaboration in high
technology.

The six companies removed from Japan’s end user
list can now enter into transactions involving

India and the World
-From the Hindu
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Australia’s trade relationship with India in areas
including mining, finance and education, while
signalling a deal was in the offing to sell uranium
and help India meet soaring demand for electricity.

India is not a signatory to the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty, but Mr. Abbott has stressed
that Australia will ensure adequate safeguards, in
the form of bilateral safeguards, before any deal is
signed. Mr. Abbott also announced that Australia
would no longer sell uranium to Russia. Australia
holds about a third of the world’s recoverable
uranium resources, and exports nearly 7,000 tonnes
a year.

Energy-starved India is looking to nuclear power to
supplement its existing options to fuel economic
growth. The negotiations between the two sides have
been on since 2012 after Labor party reversed its
decision to ban the uranium sale to India because
New Delhi has not signed the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty.  India has already concluded
civil nuclear cooperation agreements with countries

like Argentina and Kazakhstan.

India talking to WTO
members on food subsidy
issue
India is talking to “good number” of countries to
garner support on its stand on the food security issue
at the World Trade Organisation (WTO) with a view
to carrying forward the talks for freer trade. The
WTO has resumed work at Geneva from September
1 after a month long vacation.  India had decided
not to ratify WTO’s TFA, which is dear to the
developed world, without any concrete movement
in finding a permanent solution to its public food
stock-holding issue for food security purposes.

New Delhi has asked WTO to amend the norms for
calculating agriculture subsidies so that the country
could continue to procure foodgrains from farmers
at minimum support price and sell them to poor at

Partnership”.

India, Japan for
upgrading trilateral talks
with U.S.
India and Japan will explore with the United States
the possibility of raising their joint secretary-level
trilateral dialogue to the level of foreign ministers,
even as a bilateral accord on civil nuclear
cooperation has failed to materialise. In a significant
regional signal, a joint declaration issued after talks
between Prime Ministers Narendra Modi and
Shinzo Abe said, “They [the three countries] will also
explore the possibility of expanding… their
consultations to other countries in the region.”

It may be recalled that a previous official-level
quadrilateral dialogue in 2007 [also proposed by Mr.
Abe] that involved Australia drew a sharp response
from Beijing and was quickly abandoned.

On a possible civil nuclear deal, both Mr. Modi and
Mr. Abe, who held detailed discussions, directed
their officials to expedite their negotiations and
bring them to a conclusion. Japan has major
domestic concerns on nuclear issues, especially after
the Fukushima disaster, and Indian officials had
previously indicated that an agreement on civil
nuclear cooperation was unlikely in the current trip.

Mr. Modi also emphasised that Japan and India
were also the two oldest democracies in Asia and

among its three biggest economies.

Uranium deal likely
during Abbott visit
Prime Minister Tony Abbott said he plans to sign a
nuclear co-operation agreement with India that
would allow Australia to sell uranium to the country
when he meets his counterpart Narendra Modi. Mr.
Abbott said that he hoped the trip would strengthen
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Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.

India lodges protest with
Pak over ceasefire
violations
India has lodged a strong protest with Pakistan over
repeated ceasefire violations along the border at a
Brigade Commander-level flag meeting between the
armies of the two countries. India and Pakistan
armies held a Brigade Commander-level flag
meeting along the Line of Control (LoC) at Chakan-
Da-Bagh forward Post in Poonch district to discuss
ceasefire violations by Pakistan Army on LoC.

This is the first flag meeting held at the level of
brigade commanders after heavy firing and shelling
by Pakistani troops in Jammu and Samba districts
along the International Border and Rajouri and
Poonch districts along the LoC in Jammu region.
This is the fourth flag meeting after Pakistan stepped
up ceasefire violations along the border. Three flag
meeting were held along IB between BSF and Pak

Rangers.

 Bangladesh to extradite
ULFA leader to India
Bangladesh has agreed to hand over United
Liberation Front of Asom leader Anup Chetia to
India, which will send back Nur Hossain, prime
accused in a case of seven murders in Narayanganj.
After serving jail term, Chetia has sought political
asylum, which was refused. Under the Extradition
Treaty, Bangladesh has placed requests for a number
of Bangladeshi nationals imprisoned in India.India

too has sent extradition requests to Bangladesh.

India, Australia to
collaborate on health care
Australia announced the extension of the Australia-

cheaper rates without violating the norms.  The
current WTO norms limit the value of food subsidies
at 10 per cent of the total value of foodgrain
production. However, the quantum of subsidy is
computed after taking into consideration prices that

prevailed two decades ago.

India-ASEAN FTA soon:
Rajeev Kher
India said it has received the free trade agreements
on services and investments with ASEAN and it will
“shortly” sign the pact. Signing of the two pacts —
FTA in services and investments — were scheduled
during the India-ASEAN Economic Ministers
meeting in Myanmar last week. But the meeting was
postponed as Commerce and Industry Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman was not able to attend the meet
due to domestic compulsions.

India and the 10-nation ASEAN had concluded the
negotiations for FTA in services and investments in
2012.  India has proposed circulation process for
signing the pact with ASEAN. Under the circulation
process, each member will separately sign the
agreement and it will become effective only after the
last member signs the pact.

In December last year, the Union Cabinet had
approved the free trade agreement between India
and the Association of South East Asian Nations
(ASEAN). Unlike in India, ASEAN members have
to approach their respective Parliaments for
ratification of such pacts.

The agreement, if implemented, will help boost
movement of Indian professionals in the ASEAN
region. It will also facilitate more investments in the
services sector. Trade between India and South East
nations’ bloc ASEAN stood at about USD 76 billion
in 2012-13. Both sides aim to increase it to USD 100
billion by 2015.

The ASEAN members are: Brunei, Cambodia,
Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the
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India, Nepal ink power
deal
India and Nepal signed a preliminary agreement on
cross-border power transmission on Thursday in
Delhi. However, Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
desire for a joint venture company for conducting
power trade with Nepal as well as other neighbours
with whom India has struck such an arrangement
as Bangladesh could not be realised.

The Modi government had planned to begin the joint
venture concept with Nepal and was unable to do so
despite the fact that the previous UPA government
had conceded majority control in the joint venture
to the Nepali side.  Also, the original, more
comprehensive Power Trade Agreement (PTA) that
was to be signed during Mr. Modi’s visit to the
Himalayan nation in August but was deferred
following objections within Nepal, continues to
elude consensus. Nepal has suggested that the issue
should be dealt comprehensively by the India-Nepal
Joint Committee on Water Resources, which deals

with all water and power-related issues.

India inks free trade
agreement with ASEAN
India has formally signed a free trade agreement for
services and investments with ASEAN. Philippines,
now the only ASEAN country yet to sign the pact, is
also expected to do so soon. All ASEAN members —
Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia,
Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and
Vietnam — are expected to get the agreement ratified
by their Parliaments after which it will be formally
adopted during the next India–ASEAN summit later
this year.

The services agreement will open up opportunities
of movement of both manpower and investments.
The pact will allow India to leverage its competitive
edge in the areas of finance, education, health, IT,
telecommunications and transport. This will be
especially helpful for balancing India’s deficit with

India Strategic Research Fund (AISRF) for a further
four years and also pledged Australian dollars (AUD)
20 million for the initiative. Visiting Australian
Prime Minister Tony Abbott made the
announcement in Delhi after a visit to the Jai
Prakash Narayan Apex Trauma Centre in AIIMS.

The two countries will also cooperate in the areas of
a potential malaria vaccine which has been
supported by the strategic research partnership.
Australian and Indian governments have joined
hands through the Australia-India Strategic. India
and Australia will collaborate in the areas of
preventive healthcare, trauma care, geriatric
medicine, diabetes research and mental illnesses;
this was decided at a meeting between Mr. Abbott

and the Union Health Minister, Dr Harsh Vardhan.

India, Australia seal civil
nuclear deal
In a major step towards realising its nuclear energy
ambitions, India signed a civil nuclear cooperation
agreement with Australia. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his Australian counterpart, Tony Abbott,
were present during the signing of the agreement.
The two nations have held five rounds of
negotiations on the deal since 2012, when Australia
reversed its policy on nuclear sales to India. The
policy was based on India’s refusal to sign the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. Australia will now
be a “long-term reliable supplier of uranium to
India,” said an External Affairs Ministry press
release, and will provide for the “supply of uranium,
production of radio isotopes, nuclear safety and
other areas of cooperation.”

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Australia
in November this year to attend the G-20 summit,
when he is expected to face international pressure
over India’s decision not to sign the WTO trade

facilitation agreement.
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destination where President Xi first announced
Beijing’s plan to launch the initiative. In Fujian
province alone, of which bustling Quanzhou is a
part, Indonesian companies have already invested
$ 320 million in 44 enterprises— more than four
times, the Indian investment in the province.

China’s drive to deepen linkages among the littoral
states in South and South East Asia, has deeper
geopolitical resonance as it follows the   U.S. led
Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP)   initiative, which
seeks to forge a regional free trade agreement in the
Asia-Pacific region. The twelve participating
countries in the TPPP include Washington’s top
allies such as Japan, Australia and New Zealand,
apart from Vietnam, Singapore and Malaysia.
Observers point out Beijing is interpreting the U.S.
Pivot to Asia—a doctrinal shift of concentrating
additional forces and equipment in the Asia-Pacific,
that runs parallel to the TPP—as part of a “China
containment” strategy steered by Washington and
its allies.

The MSR is part of a string of Silk Road initiatives
that the Chinese are undertaking that includes the
Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar (BCIM)
corridor, which aspire to establish integral economic
linkages between South and Southeast Asia.
Analysts point out that the recently established
BRICS Development Bank and the Asian
Infrastructure Development Bank (AIDB) could be
roped in to fund projects within the Silk Road
framework. Officials in the Fujian province say that
China will support funding for the development of
marine industry, including ship building, logistical
infrastructure and industrial parks in countries that

participate in the MSR initiative.

India wins the support of
developed nations at
WTO
India said that it has won the support of major
developed countries, including the U.K. and
Germany, as also the European Commission, for its

ASEAN countries in trade of goods. The India–
ASEAN Agreement on trade in goods was
operationalised in 2010.

Key to India’s interests is a brief annex in the
agreement on the movement of natural persons that
defines business visitors, intra corporate transferees
(managers, executives and specialists) and
contractual service suppliers.

China amplifies pitch on
‘Silk Road’ ahead of Xi
visit
China has amplified the pitch on its vision of the
Maritime Silk Road (MSR) amid the repositioning
of American forces in the Asia-Pacific and an
emerging trade deal between Washington and its
traditional regional allies.

Overlooking the Taiwan straits, Quanzhou, a major
city in China’s strategic Fujian province, has
emerged as the focal point of the MSR. The revival
of the MSR from Quanzhou echoes China’s rich
maritime traditions. The city is known to be the
starting point of the original MSR, and was central
to serial voyages that prominently covered South
and Southeast Asia,   including India, Maldives and
Sri Lanka, which were undertaken by Zheng He —
China’s iconic 15th century mariner.

Picking up the historical threads, President Xi, who,
is personally marshaling the initiative to revive the
MSR, has included Maldives and Sri Lanka in the
itinerary of his visit. Chinese officials acknowledge
that the MSR embeds the search and development
of new markets and investments destinations
following the economic downturn in the West, which
has, so far, galvanised China’s spectacular export led
growth.

In the development of the MSR, China is focusing
on countries, which include Cambodia, Thailand,
Myanmar as well as Indonesia, which became the
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resolve disputes through peaceful means.

The two sides called for collective commitment of
the parties concerned to abide by and implement
the 2002 Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in
the South China Sea and to work towards the
adoption of a Code of Conduct on the basis of
consensus.  India and Vietnam also signed seven
agreements, including one for enhanced cooperation
in the oil sector.

The two countries also signed an MoU on operating
and jointly promoting direct air services under
which Vietnam Airlines and India’s Jet Airways will
operate flights. Both countries decided to strengthen
bilateral cooperation with a focus on political,
defence and security cooperation, economic
cooperation, science and technology, culture and
people-to-people links, technical cooperation and
multilateral and regional cooperation.

The pacts include EXIM Bank of India’s extension
of a dollar credit line to Vietnam, agreement on

cooperation and mutual assistance in Customs.

South China Sea tensions
cast a shadow
Tensions in the South China Sea between China and
Vietnam cast their shadow on the eve of the visit to
India by Chinese President Xi Jinping, after New
Delhi and Vietnam declared their intent to jointly
scout for oil in waters claimed by Beijing as its own.

To a question on President Pranab Mukherjee’s visit
to Vietnam, during which development of off-shore
energy ties with Hanoi was one of the focal areas,
the Chinese Foreign Ministry said Beijing would not
support such a move.  China and Vietnam have a
major dispute over Nansha islands, called Paracel
islands by Hanoi.

Xi announces new route

stand at the World Trade Organisation (WTO)
demanding that the implementation of the Trade
Facilitation Agreement (TFA) be kept pending
unless its apprehensions on the issue of food security
are addressed.

Finance Secretary Arvind Mayaram presented
India’s perspective at the Eleventh Meeting of the
Finance Ministers’ of Asia Europe (ASEM) in the
Italian city of Milan on Thursday. Following
protracted negotiations, the ASEM agreed to not
only drop a reference to non-implementation of the
TFA but also include the need for implementation
of all of the WTO’s Bali Ministerial decisions in its
draft communiqué.

India is not opposed to the TFA as it increases the
ease of doing business but wants its adoption
postponed till there is “satisfactory” progress on
finding a permanent protection for its minimum
support prices to farmers against the WTO’s
agriculture subsidy caps that are benchmarked to
food prices of the 1980s.

At the WTO’s General Council meeting in Geneva
on July 31, India stalled the ratification of the TFA
owing to these concerns.  India got a reference to
BRICS and disappointment with poor progress on
the IMF quota reforms also included in the ASEM
communiqué. The communiqué talks about
enhanced cooperation between countries of Asia and

Europe to create sustainable and profitable growth.

India, Vietnam for access
to South China Sea
India and Vietnam have called for freedom of
navigation in the disputed South China Sea. In a
joint communique issued after President Pranab
Mukherjee held talks with his Vietnamese
counterpart Truong Tan Sang, the two countries said
the freedom of navigation in the East Sea/South
China Sea should not be impeded. Without naming
any country, they called on all parties concerned to
exercise restraint, avoid threat or use of force and
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require its attention throughout the year.

Last year, the General Assembly had elected 14
countries, including China, Saudi Arabia and Russia
to serve on the Council.

According to the Council website, the General
Assembly takes into account the candidate states’
contribution to the promotion and protection of
human rights, as well as their voluntary pledges and
commitments in this regard. While members of the
Council serve for a period of three years, they are
not eligible for immediate re-election after serving
two consecutive terms.

The Council’s Membership is based on equitable
geographical distribution, with 13 seats each for
African and Asia-Pacific states, eight seats for Latin
American and Caribbean states, seven for Western
European and other states and six for Eastern

European states.

Mangalyaan success
“pride of Asia”, says
China
China has hailed India’s success in positioning a
satellite in the Martian orbit, calling the
interplanetary triumph of the Mangalyaan as “the
pride of Asia”.  Generous in her praise, Hua
Chunying, foreign ministry spokesperson said in
response to a question: “This is pride of India and
the pride of Asia, and landmark progress in
humankind’s exploration of outer space so we
congratulate India on that.”

Riding on the momentum generated by President
Xi Jinping’s New Delhi visit, Ms. Hua did not rule
out future cooperation with other countries,
including India, in outer space. “We are willing to
work with the world to peacefully develop outer
space and make our contribution to sustainable
development and long term peace of outer space,”
she observed.  Earlier, People’s Daily, the official

to Kailash-Mansarovar
Chinese President Xi Jinping made a special
announcement on opening a new route for pilgrims
to Kailash-Mansarovar in the Tibetan Autonomous
Region. Prime Minister Narendra Modi thanked Mr.
Xi on behalf of the people of India and said the
gesture will enable a higher number of pilgrims to
visit the shrine and will be especially beneficial to
older pilgrims.

Earlier, India and China signed 13 agreements even
as the two leaders called for a speedy border
resolution process. China also made a pitch for a
civil nuclear cooperation agreement, and India has
agreed to begin discussions on that.  Under the
Memorandum of Understanding for Railways, both
sides agreed to work on raising the speed and more
cooperation on the Chennai-Mysore route as well

as discussing the bullet train project.

India to seek re-election to
UNHRC next month
India will seek re-election to the United Nation’s
main human rights body for a second consecutive
term in a vote to be held next month.  India is
currently a member of the 47-nation U.N. Human
Rights Council and its term ends on December 31,
2014.

It is seeking re-election to the U.N. body for the
period of 2015-17 and the elections will be held in
October during the ongoing 69th session of the U.N.
General Assembly, according to the Indian mission
to the U.N. India will compete in the Asia group in
which four seats will be up for election.

The other countries in the Asia group that will be
candidates in the election are Bangladesh, Qatar,
Thailand and Indonesia. The Council members are
elected for a period of three years by the majority of
members of the General Assembly through direct
and secret ballot. They have the ability to discuss all
thematic human rights issues and situations that
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just English but SAARC languages. Other areas of
cooperation decided upon include promoting
traditions unique to the region, digital mapping of
historic sites in member countries, preparing
inventories of cultural assets, preservation of
folklore and other oral traditions besides a common
entrance rate to monuments in the region for people
from SAARC countries.

newspaper of the Chinese government posted a
report on its website, which lauded India for making
“history by becoming the first nation to successfully
reach Mars on its first attempt”. It went on to quote
Prime Minister Narendra Modi as saying: “We have
made it a habit of achieving the impossible.
Humanity would not have progressed if we had not
taken such leaps into the unknown and space is the
biggest unknown out there.”

According to an earlier report that appeared in
Russia Today, China is planning to land a rover on
Mars by 2020 and bring back samples from the Red

Planet a decade later.

Bamiyan to be SAARC
cultural capital for 2015
Bamiyan, the Afghan town which shot into
prominence when the Taliban blew up two ancient
statues of the Buddha in 2001, has been selected to
be the SAARC cultural capital for a year beginning
April 2015. Dhaka will be the SAARC cultural capital
in 2016-17.

This was decided at the SAARC Culture Ministers
Conference. Finalising the cultural capitals for the
next two years was part of the Delhi Resolution
which was adopted at the conference while
preparing a road map on cultural ties till 2017. The
year 2016-17 will also be declared the SAARC Year
of Cultural Heritage.  The SAARC countries also
agreed to formulate proposals for transnational
nominations for the World Heritage List and a
regional list of heritage sites. India’s Project Mausam
got a fillip as the Delhi Resolution agrees to
recognise the impact and contribution of maritime
routes and the monsoon as also other inland
relations through centuries of trade, migration and
colonialism.

In a measure aimed at promoting literature
produced in local languages of the region, the
Ministers decided to make them accessible to
readers across the world through translations in not
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towards Mars. It is now 199 million km away from
Earth and is travelling at a velocity of 22.33 km a
second with respect to the distance from the Sun.

“MoM and its payload are in good
health,” ISRO said.

The Rs. 450-crore project was
launched from Sriharikota in Andhra
Pradesh from the old workhorse
Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle
(PSLV) on November 5, 2013 with
the aim of reaching the red planet’s
atmosphere by Sept 24, traversing
680 million km.  The project is
expected to provide the scientific

community better opportunities in planetary

research.

Anti-cancer, anti-TB
molecules identified
Several molecules screened for anti-cancer and anti-
tuberculosis properties at the National Mole Bank
(NMB), Hyderabad have shown efficacy at the
cellular level, raising scientists’ hopes of developing
drugs by 2020. Jointly funded by the DST and CSIR,
the mole bank was established in 2011 at the Indian
Institute of Chemical Technology in Hyderabad to
store diverse molecules (either synthesised or
isolated from natural resources) and to provide a
platform for biologists and chemists to join hands
in developing drugs.

The unique facility is meant to give a fillip to the
drug discovery process by enabling collaborative

Review of five
environment laws ordered
A four-member high-level committee
has been set up under former Cabinet
Secretary T.S.R. Subramanian to
examine five laws administered by the
Union Ministry of Environment,
Forests & Climate Change.

The five laws to be put under the
scanner are Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986; Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980; Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972; The Water
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974; and
The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act,
1981. The committee has been asked to submit its
report within two months. The other members of
the committee include former Environment &
Forests Secretary Viswanath Anand, retired Delhi
High Court judge A. K. Srivastav and Supreme Court

advocate K. N. Bhat.

Mars Mission completes
300 days in space
In a major boost to the Indian scientific community,
the Mars Orbiter Mission (Mangalyaan), on its
maiden tryst with the red planet, has completed 300
days of its journey in space and is just 23 days away
from reaching its intended orbit. The spacecraft has
travelled 622 million km in its heliocentric trajectory

Science and Technology +
Environment

- from The Hindu
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said. The increase — the biggest since 1984 — was
the main reason why concentrations of greenhouse
gases that cause global warming reached a new
record level overall, the UN agency said.

The concentration of CO2 in the atmosphere was
42 per cent higher than in the mid-18th century,
before the industrial revolution. Since then,
methane levels have risen by 153 per cent, and
nitrous oxide by 21 per cent.  Burning of coal and
oil, as well as the energy-intensive production of
cement, have been pushing up CO2 levels.

The UN agency pointed to changes in the amount of
burned biomass, and in the way that the gas is
exchanged between the atmosphere and the

biosphere on the ground, as likely
additional factors.

Although most of the CO2 ends up in
the atmosphere, a quarter is stored in
the oceans, where it is making the
water more acidic, the WMO said,
warning of negative effects on corals,

algae and other marine organisms.

NASA to map earth
forests in 3D
The US space agency, NASA, is developing the
Global Ecosystem Dynamics Investigation (GEDI)
Lidar device to map forests on Earth in 3D and
increase understanding of their role in the carbon
cycle.

The instrument will be the first to systematically
probe the depths of the forests from space. “GEDI
Lidar will have a tremendous impact on our ability
to monitor forest degradation, adding to the critical
data needed to mitigate the effects of climate
change,” said Patrick O’Shea, chief research officer
at the University of Maryland.

It is a laser-based system that can measure the
distance from the space-based instrument to Earth’s

research. The chemists can store their samples at
NMB, while the biologists can retrieve them for
biological screening. More than 20,000 compounds
from different agencies, including universities, have
been stored in NMB since its establishment. The
highly-automated storage and retrieval facility can
at present store 1.6 million molecules and the
capacity can be expanded when required. The
compounds can be stored both in solid and liquid
states and will be preserved at -20 degrees C to

ensure long-term integrity of the molecule.

NASA to make ISS an
Earth-observing platform
In a bid to monitor Earth better, the
National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) is adding a
number of Earth-observing
instruments to the International
Space Station (ISS) that will
increase the leverage of the space
station’s unique vantage point in
space.  Scheduled to be launched
this month, the first NASA Earth-
observing instrument called ISS-RapidScat will
monitor ocean winds for climate research as well as
weather predictions and hurricane monitoring.

The second instrument scheduled for a December
launch is the Cloud Aerosol Transport System
(CATS), a laser instrument that will measure clouds
and the location and distribution of airborne
particles such as mineral dust and smoke in the
atmosphere, the U.S. space agency said in a
statement. Before the end of the decade, six NASA
Earth science instruments will be mounted atop the

ISS to help scientists study our changing planet.

UN reports largest annual
CO2 increase since 1984
The levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere rose
at the highest rate in nearly three decades in 2013,
the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO)
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The Montreal Protocol, which was adopted that year
with the aim of reducing ozone depleting substances,
has been successful in reducing these emissions by
more than 90 per cent. This decrease is about five
times larger than the annual emissions reduction
target for the first commitment period (2008-2012)

of the Kyoto Protocol.

India’s Arctic observatory
to aid climate change
studies
The deployment of IndARC, the country’s first
underwater moored observatory in the
Kongsfjorden fjord, half way between Norway and
the North Pole, represents a major milestone in
India’s scientific endeavours in the Arctic region,
says Shailesh Nayak, Secretary, Ministry of Earth
Sciences.

Designed and developed by scientists from the Earth
System Science Organisation (ESSO), National

Centre for Antarctic and Ocean
Research (NCAOR), National Institute
of Ocean Technology (NIOT) and Indian
National Centre for Ocean Information
Services (INCOIS), IndARC was
deployed from RV Lance, a research
vessel belonging to the Norwegian Polar
Institute on July 23.

The observatory is anchored at a depth of 192 m and
has an array of 10 state-of-the-art oceanographic
sensors strategically positioned at various depths in
the water. Speaking to  The Hindu  during a recent
visit to the city, Dr. Nayak said the sensors were
programmed to collect real- time data on seawater
temperature, salinity, ocean currents and other vital
parameters of the fjord.

The Kongsfjorden is considered a natural laboratory
for studying the Arctic climate variability. Scientists
predict that melting of the Arctic glaciers will trigger
changes in weather patterns and ocean currents that

could affect other parts of the world.

surface with enough accuracy to detect subtle
variations, including the tops of trees, the ground,
and the vertical distribution of above ground bio-
mass in forests. By revealing the 3-D architecture
of forests in unprecedented detail, GEDI will also
provide crucial information about the impact that
trees have on the amount of carbon in the
atmosphere.

Although it is well-established that trees absorb
carbon and store it long-term, scientists have not
quantified exactly how much carbon forests contain.
As a result, it’s not possible to determine how much
carbon would be released if a forest were destroyed,
nor how well emissions could be countered by
planting new trees. NASA said GEDI is scheduled

to be ready in 2018.

Ozone layer showing signs
of recovery: UN
The Earth’s protective ozone layer is
well on track to recovery in the next
few decades thanks to concerted
international action against ozone
depleting substances, the latest
assessment by scientists across the
world has said.  According to the
assessment, carried out by the
United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) and the World
Meteorological Organization (WMO), without the
Montreal Protocol and associated agreements
atmospheric levels of ozone depleting substances
could have increased tenfold by 2050.

There have in fact been decreases in atmospheric
abundance of gases such as chlorofluorocarbons
(CFCs) and halons, which are used in refrigerators,
spray cans, insulation foam and fire suppression.
The full report will be issued in early 2015.  The
Scientific Assessment of Ozone Depletion, 2014 was
prepared and reviewed by 282 scientists from 36
countries. In 1987, ozone-depleting substances
contributed about 10 gigatonnes CO2-equivalent
emissions per year.
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increasing forest coverage by 40 million hectares
within the next five years.

China will speed up efforts to establish a carbon
emission permit market, under the plan, which also
calls for deepened international cooperation under
the principles of “common but differentiated
responsibilities,” equity and respective capability.
In the first nine months of 2014, China’s energy
consumption per unit of GDP dropped by 4.2 per
cent year-on-year and carbon intensity was cut by
about 5 per cent, both representing the largest drops
in years, he said.

As a developing country, China is the world’s largest
greenhouse gas emitter. With the plan, the country

has showed confidence in achieving green goals.

Ebola declared threat to
peace and security ; UN
sets up international
mission
In an unprecedented action, an emergency meeting
of the UN Security Council has declared the Ebola
virus disease “a threat to international peace and
security” while Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
announced the formation of an emergency mission
to fight the deadly disease.

The Council, which usually deals with international
conflicts, took on the disease ravaging three
countries in West Africa, and approved a resolution
Thursday sponsored by 131 countries “determining
that the unprecedented extent of the Ebola outbreak
in Africa constitute a threat to international peace
and security”. Underlining the international concern
over the disease with no vaccine available and cures
rare, it was the largest number of sponsors ever for
a resolution in the Security Council.

The Council president, US Ambassador Samantha
Power, said this was the Council’s first emergency

Mars Curiosity rover
reaches its primary
destination
After more than two years of touching down on
Mars, NASA’s Curiosity rover has finally reached the
foothills of Mount Sharp, the primary destination it
was designed to explore. Mount Sharp is a Mount-
Rainier-size mountain at the centre of the vast Gale
Crater and the rover mission’s long-term prime
destination. Curiosity’s trek up the mountain will
begin with an examination of the mountain’s lower
slopes.

The rover is starting this process at an entry point
near an outcrop called Pahrump Hills, rather than
continuing on to the previously-planned, further
entry point known as Murray Buttes.  Curiosity
currently is positioned at the base of the mountain
along a pale, distinctive geological feature called the
Murray formation.

Compared to neighbouring crater-floor terrain, the
rock of the Murray formation is softer and does not
preserve impact scars, as well. As viewed from orbit,
it is not as well-layered as other units at the base of
Mount Sharp. Curiosity reached its current location
after its route was modified earlier this year in

response to excessive wheel wear.

China pledges to cut
carbon intensity by 2020
China has pledged to reduce its carbon emission
intensity by 40-45 per cent by 2020 from the 2005
level in a new plan unveiled just ahead of a UN
climate summit in New York.

The plan, approved by Chinese cabinet, maps out
major climate change goals which China intends to
meet by 2020. It also aims to bring the proportion
of non-fossil fuels to about 15 per cent of its total
primary energy consumption. Other targets include
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Gates Foundation to help
fight kala azar
Having contributed to the eradication of polio in
India, the Gates Foundation is now planning to work
with the new Indian government to wipe out kala
azar.
The second largest parasitic killer in the world after
malaria, kala azar is concentrated in 52 districts in
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand and West Bengal.
India officially reported fewer than 5,000 kala azar
cases in 2011 and fewer than 100 deaths due to the
disease, according to the World Health
Organisation. However, the international health
community believes these to be gross
underestimation; while India reported just over
1,000 malaria deaths in 2011, medical journal
Lancet  placed the estimate 40 times higher.
The Gates Foundation has committed to spending
$1.5 billion over the next five years on maternal and
child health. “I don’t think it was lost on anybody
that Prime Minister Modi’s speech on Independence
Day really highlighted women in it,” Ms. Gates said.
The new administration is talking more about family
planning than previous governments, and has good
experience in succeeding, she said, referring to
Health Minister Harsh Vardhan’s role in the polio
eradication programme. The new government is also
committed to setting up more schools of public
health to produce cadres of trained health care
workers, she said. The challenge of financing,

however, remains, she said.

Global climate protest
kicks off in Australia
Crowds gathered in Melbourne, Cairns and other
parts of Australia to demand immediate action on
climate change, as part of a global rally ahead of a
special UN summit. Demonstrators marched to the
Cairns Convention Centre where G20 Finance
Ministers were meeting, and held placards with the
words “Renewables” and “Change Now.”

A march in Melbourne drew thousands onto the
streets, among the events organised in 159 countries.
Some demonstrators criticised Australian Prime

meeting on a public health issue. Ban announced at
the Council meeting the formation of the new
organisation to take on the disease on a battle—
footing.

“To be known as the United Nations Mission for
Ebola Emergency Response, or UNMEER,” he
said, it “will have five priorities: stopping the
outbreak, treating the infected, ensuring essential
services, preserving stability and preventing further
outbreaks.”

He appealed for international aid for the effort, not
only from governments, but also businesses. The UN
has estimated that it would need $1 billion over the
next six months to deal with the crisis.  Ban also
called for ending travel and trade restrictions on
three affected countries-Liberia, Guinea and Sierra
Leon-as these could affect medical personnel going
there and delivery of supplies. The Council
resolution took up the issue, expressing concern
about major airlines and shipping companies
introducing travel restrictions to the affected
countries.

World Health Organisation head Margaret Chan
told the Council that reports Ebola has affected more
than 5,500 people and killed over 2,500 killed are
“vast underestimates”.

“None of us experienced in containing outbreaks has
ever seen, in our lifetimes, an emergency on this
scale, with this degree of suffering and with this
magnitude of cascading consequences,” she said.

Earlier, at a press briefing, a reporter asked the
secretary-general’s spokesman about a potential
threat of terrorists using Ebola. The spokesman said
it was a matter of concern. “It can also impact the
political stability of a country and lack of political
stability can breed other problems. So, this is why, I
think, the secretary-general is focused on getting the
UN system to work together in the most efficient
way possible to stop the virus from spreading and

to support national governments.
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September 24.  The MOM, India’s first
interplanetary mission, was launched  by  India’s
workhorse Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) from

Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh last year.

NASA’s Maven explorer
arrives at Mars after a
year
The Maven spacecraft arrived at the red planet late
on Sunday night after a 442 million-mile (700
million kilometres) journey  that  began nearly  a year
ago. NASA confirmed that the robotic explorer
slipped into Martian orbit as planned. Now the real
work begins for the $671 million mission.

Flight controllers will spend the next six weeks
adjusting Maven’s altitude and checking its science
instruments. Then Maven will start probing the
Martian upper atmosphere. The spacecraft will
conduct its observations from orbit; it’s not meant
to land. Scientists believe the Martian atmosphere
holds clues as to how Earth’s neighbour went from
being warm and wet billions of years ago to cold and
dry. That early moist world may have harboured
microbial life, a tantalizing question yet to be

answered.

Ban: Climate change
threatens hard-
won peace
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon opened the UN Climate
Summit, as world leaders and
several business executives
gathered to announce their
commitments to reduce the
effects of climate change.

U.S. President Barack Obama
was among the 120 world leaders
in attendance, a record for such

meetings. The summit is not part of the negotiations
that are taking place in the build up to a 2015 summit

Minister Tony Abbott, whose government has
become the world’s first to repeal a carbon tax. New
York will host the main demonstration, billed as the
“largest climate march in history,” initiated by a
broad worldwide coalition of activists.  London,
Johannesburg, New Delhi and Rio de Janeiro are
other key locations. Hundreds of youths took to the
streets in Kathmandu on Saturday to demand “bold
action and climate justice,” the organisers said.

The People’s Climate March protests come two days
before a one-day UN Climate Summit convened by
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon to engage world
leaders on speeding up efforts to reduce global
warming.

U.S. President Barack Obama will be among the 120
leaders at the summit. Activists have criticised the
leaders of other big carbon-emitting economies,
including China, India, Canada and Australia for

only sending representatives.

ISRO’s Mars orbiter
enters Mars’ Sphere of
Influence
Cruising towards its historic rendezvous with the
Red Planet, India’s Mars Orbiter Mission (MOM)
on Monday entered Mars’ gravitational Sphere of
Influence ahead of its scheduled
Orbit Insertion on September 24.

“Our navigators’ calculations show
that MOM has entered the
gravitational Sphere of Influence of
Mars,” ISRO said on its social
networking site, adding, the
spacecraft was within 5.4 lakh km
radius of the Mars’ gravitational
Sphere of Influence.

Now that the spacecraft has entered
the Mars’ influence, its velocity has
to be controlled so that it does not
escape the Mars’ influence, an
official said, adding, the spacecraft is scheduled to
enter the Mars Orbit Insertion at 7.30 AM IST on
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University of Edinburgh, said: “If this were a bank
statement it would say our credit is running out.
We’ve already burned through two-thirds of our
global carbon allowance and avoiding dangerous
climate change now requires some very difficult
choices. Not least of these is how a shrinking global
carbon allowance can be shared equitably between
more than 7 bn people and where the differences
between rich and poor are so immense.”

The study, by the Global Carbon Project, also found
that China’s per capita emissions had surpassed
those of Europe for the first time, between 2013 and

2014.

Synthetic biology: India
should not miss the boat
Synthetic Biology in simple terms is the application
of engineering principles to biology. Knowledge of
the Human genome sequence led to the evolution
of ‘omics’ sciences (genomics, proteomics,
metabolomics etc). This resulted in the analysis of
almost every conceivable metabolite within the cell,
permitting a global reductionist view of the living
cell.

By the turn of the new millennium a small group of
engineers, physicists, computer scientists and
biologists came together and wondered whether
engineering principles can be applied to study and
manipulate living cells for productive purposes. A
convenient starting point was to create simple gene
regulatory circuits to carry out specific functions like
electrical circuits. Digital integrated circuits contain
arrays of logic gates and digital devices are becoming
smaller and smaller with performing ever-
complicated functions with ever-increasing speeds.
So, what is the relevance?

In Engineering the parts of a machine would consist
of wires, transistors, relays, valves, diodes, electronic
switches etc. In biological machines, the parts would
be genes, proteins, RNAs, promoters, inducers,
repressors etc. In simple terms an activator molecule
would turn on the switch to make a protein that can

in Paris in 2015, in which a comprehensive deal is
set to be decided. Mr. Ban has instead convened the
event to build political momentum in favour of an
agreement.

The world has never before faced a global challenge
like climate change, Mr. Ban said in his opening
remarks. The UN chief called on governments and
private institutions to invest in climate solutions
designed to reduce the emission of greenhouse
gases. He also urged the implementation of carbon
taxes.

Leonardo DiCaprio, the actor who was recently
appointed UN Messenger of Peace, said stopping
climate change would require immediate and large-

scale action.

‘World running out of
carbon allowance’
Children born today will see the world committed
to dangerous and irreversible levels of climate
change by their young adulthood at current rates,
as we poured a record amount of greenhouse gases
into the atmosphere last year. The strong rise in
annual carbon dioxide emissions — of 2.5% for 2013,
taking the total emitted in the year to 40 billion
tonnes — means the global carbon budget, calculated
as the total we can afford to emit without pushing
temperatures above the critical 2 degree Celsius
level, is likely to be used up within just one
generation, or in thirty years from now.

That will mean children now, with no say in their
contribution to carbon, will feel the effects
throughout their lives. Scientists think climate
change is likely to have catastrophic and irreversible
effects, including rising sea levels, polar melting,
droughts, floods and increasingly extreme weather.
They have calculated that this threshold is likely to
be breached if global emissions top 1,200 billion
tonnes, giving us a “carbon budget” to stick to in
order to avoid dangerous warming.

Dave Reay, professor of carbon management at the
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in New York on September 23 said that poverty
remains a major polluter, just as the fossil fuel led
model of industrialization that began in the West a
couple of centuries ago is seen responsible for the
growing human impact on the climate. According
to a text of his speech, the minister said latest UN
studies talk of over 1.2 billion people still living in
extreme poverty despite gains made in recent years.
Therefore, this talk about changed realities can only
be misleading and motivated, he pointed out.

Listing out the initiatives taken by the new
government, he said it had the political will to act.
At the same time, over $ 15 million have been
allocated to the ‘National Adaptation Fund’, $ 80
million for setting up Ultra Mega Solar Projects in
several states of India, $100 million for Ultra-
Modern Super Critical Coal Based Thermal Power
Technology, and $16 million for the development of
1 MW solar parks on the banks of canals.

He said evidence shows that countries that have
achieved a Human Development Index (HDI) of 0.9
or more have per capita energy consumption of at
least 2.5 tonnes oil equivalent (toe) per year. The
current per capita energy consumption in India is
about 0.6 toe per year, which is a fraction of the
figures for the developed world. With today’s
technologies and living standards, the energy
consumption in India would need to increase by 4
times as India’s HDI increases from the current
value of 0.5 to a value of 0.9.

The key challenge, he pointed out, is to enable this
higher energy consumption at a cost that people are
willing and able to pay, and with lower carbon
intensity. In an intervention, Mr. Javadekar made
at the multilateral and multi stakeholder action
session on transport and environment, he said in
India in the last decade alone, the number of vehicles
has doubled from 80 million to 160 million. The
recently introduced Corporate Fuel Average Savings
standard is an initiative which is expected to yield
potential savings of over 20 million tones of fuel by

2025, he said.

act as an activator or repressor (on or off) switch of
another pathway.

An array of such linked pathways can be made to
generate circuits that can give the desired output in
terms of a new molecule or a new function. The
difference between electronic circuits and biological
circuits is that the former functions as an
independent assembly, whereas the latter has to
function within a living cell.

Thus, the former can function forever as long as the
parts are certified, but the latter can be dampened
by possible unexpected interactions within the cell.
In addition, while the parts used in an engineered
machine can be certified (CE certification), the
challenge is to have certified gene components in a
Registry of Standard Biological Parts (RSBP) and
provide the Biobricks for assembly.

All these initiatives have been taken at the global
level. Thus, efforts are underway to assemble
modular parts and develop methods to construct and
tune particular circuit designs. So, what is the
outcome?

Synthetic Biology in microbial systems can generate
microbial factories to produce drugs, vaccines, fuel
components and other chemicals with diverse
applications and many global companies are
involved in this effort. The most often quoted success
story is the production of artemisinin, a powerful
antimalarial drug, in yeast at a commercial level.
Microorganisms have been constructed that can act
as sensors to detect a toxin  in vitro  or  in vivo.
There are fancy ideas to create organisms capable

of carrying out artificial photosynthesis.

Poverty major polluter,
Javadekar tells at UN
climate summit
Union Minister of State for Environment Prakash
Javadekar in his speech at the UN Climate Summit
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the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) that was
used for the current mission. However, the
Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV)
equipped with an indigenous cryogenic stage made
its first successful flight only in January this year,
and a few more flights will be necessary to establish
its reliability. Further improvements to the rocket
may also prove essential. ISRO has achieved much,

and more will be expected of it in the years to come.

GSLV-MkIII is ISRO’s
next
The flush of the successful Indian Mars manoeuvre
will take a while to wear off. Team ISRO has,
meanwhile, got down to brass tacks and expects to
get one of its biggest projects off the mark this
calendar year — GSLV-Mark III.

Success of this heavy-lift, four-tonne satellite
launcher is imperative to make India capable of
launching its future communication satellites from
its soil. The first flight of the new vehicle is being
considered for October-end if good weather holds,
he said. The stages of the vehicle are being put
together at Sriharikota.

The date of its launch depends on an earlier flight
of the PSLV-C26, which will put into orbit the third
regional navigation spacecraft, the IRNSS-1C. If the
PSLV is flown in the week starting October 9 as
planned, GSLV-MkIII can follow on the second
launch pad a fortnight after it, Dr. Radhakrishnan
said. The C-26 vehicle is also getting assembled at
Sriharikota.

MkIII will test the recovery of a dummy crew module
from sea. The module is the core of a future Human
Space Project, in which a couple of astronauts will
fly close to Earth for a few days.

Mars mission success
After a journey of over 660 million kilometres that
took 10 months, India’s Mars Orbiter Mission has swept
with effortless ease into orbit around the Red Planet,
making this country the first to achieve such a feat
in a maiden attempt. Probes despatched to Earth’s
sibling planet over the last half a century have often
run into trouble of one kind or another, with only
less than half of those spacecraft ending the voyage
successfully. Thus far, only the United States, the
former Soviet Union and the European Space
Agency have succeeded in doing so. India and its
space agency, the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO), now proudly join their ranks.
Although ISRO could draw on its experience with
the lunar probe, Chandrayaan-1, launched six years
back, the challenges involved in sending a spacecraft
all the way to Mars are far greater. That includes
propelling the spacecraft with sufficient velocity to
escape Earth’s gravitational grasp, guiding it along
the proper trajectory over vast distances, and then
slowing it down sufficiently to go into orbit around
that planet. The spacecraft had to be capable of
operating autonomously as communication signals
to and from ground stations could take minutes to
reach it. All of this has gone remarkably smoothly,
including the orbit insertion manoeuvre with the
spacecraft’s main engine, which had lain idle for
almost 300 days. It is a tribute to ISRO and the
professionalism of its scientists and engineers that
every minute detail for such a complex mission could
be attended to in the course of a project completed
in just one and a half years. India’s Mars effort costs
Rs.460 crore, an economical price tag by Western
standards.

The Indian probe joins four spacecraft already
circling Mars, including America’s MAVEN
(acronym for Mars Atmosphere and Volatile
Evolution) that went into orbit just two days earlier,
as well as two U.S. rovers exploring the planet’s
surface. The Indian and U.S. space agencies are
holding discussions on possible scientific
collaboration. Success with the Mars Orbiter will
give ISRO the confidence and capability to
undertake more challenging missions. However, if
the country wants to send heavier and more
powerful spacecraft to Mars, it cannot do so with
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The award is sponsored by the ACS Division of
Business Development and Management and the
ACS Division of Industrial and Engineering
Chemistry. Currently Global R&D manager in the
homogenous catalysis area at Johnson Matthey, a
specialty chemicals company, Mr. Colacot directs

research in US, UK and in Indian labs.

UNICEF guide to make
schools child-friendly
A new guide from the United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF) offers case studies on how to make
schools child-friendly and explores deterrents to
school attendance.

Child-friendly Schools and Systems, prepared in
collaboration with the Union Human Resource
Development Ministry, is a set of suggestions to
schools in being child-friendly and secure and
ensuring rights-based quality education for
children.

The guide says well-lit classrooms, potable water,
clean toilets, nutritious mid-day meals, safety of
students, activity-based teaching and civil society
and community-based interventions are some of the
key elements in making schools child-friendly. It
explains that in eight panchayats in Udaipur district
of Rajasthan, only 59 per cent of the children aged

INS Sumitra to be
commissioned on Sept 4
INS Sumitra, a new generation Naval Offshore
Patrol Vessel (OPV) built by Goa Shipyard Limited
(GSL), will be formally commissioned by Admiral
R. K. Dhowan, Chief of Naval Staff in Chennai.
The state-of-the-art, warship, on commissioning will
join Eastern Naval Command at Chennai for the
nation’s maritime surveillance and coastal security.

INS Sumitra is Indian Navy’s largest OPV, the fourth
in its class and built on in-house design of GSL. The
ship is fitted with most sophisticated weapons, guns,
heavy calibre SRGM, rapid fire Russian AK630 guns,
chaff launchers Kavach, EW system Sanket and

various other electronic sensors.

Indian born scientist wins
prestigious US award
India-born scientist Dr. Thomas John Colacot has
won the American Chemical Society’s ACS Award  in
Industrial Chemistry, one of the top honours in the
field.  He studied at St. Berchman’s College,
Changanacherry, Kerala and IIT, Chennai, and is the
first Indian to get the award in industrial chemistry.
He also holds an MBA degree and was elected as a
Fellow of the Royal Society of Chemistry.

Miscellaneous News and Events
-from The Hindu
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methods of suicide globally. Based on evidence from
Australia, Canada, Japan, New Zealand, the United
States and a number of European countries, limiting
access to these means can help prevent deaths.

The report says that in richer countries, three times
as many men die by suicide than women; men aged
50 and above are a particularly vulnerable group.
In low-and middle-income countries, young adults
and elderly women have higher rates of suicide than
their counterparts in high-income countries.
Women aged over 70 are more than twice likely to
commit suicide than women in the 15-29 age group.

The report underlines that suicides are
“preventable” and advocates establishment and
implementation of a coordinated plan of action by
governments. “Currently, only 28 countries are
known to have national suicide prevention
strategies,” it says.

Assessment and management of mental disorders,
restricting access to the means of suicide, developing
policies to reduce the harmful use of alcohol through
a range of policy options, and encouraging the media
to follow responsible reporting practices on suicide
have been listed as steps to check suicide.he report
comes just a week before World Suicide Prevention

Day, September 10.

India violating privacy of
Internet users: report
A report launched by the Software Freedom Law
Centre (SFLC) titled ‘India’s Surveillance State’at the
Internet Governance Forum, currently underway in
Istanbul, said the Indian state is violating the privacy
of its citizens through use of internet monitoring
systems.

An application filed under the Right to Information
Act by SFLC revealed a list of 26 companies that had
expressed interest in a tender floated by the Director
General for Police, Logistics and Provisioning for
Internet monitoring systems, underlining the large
number of firms active in selling surveillance

between six and 14 attend school because of long
distances between school and home and the lack of
safe roads.

Maoist strikes in Chhattisgarh, which led to massive
displacement of residents from several regions, have
had an adverse impact on school attendance, while
in West Bengal, an experiment involving peer
tutoring between children from advantageous
backgrounds and the economically weaker sections
had a positive outcome.

Best practices from across the country are
highlighted. For instance, the effectiveness of
activity-based learning through ‘Snehabala’ tried out
as a pilot project in parts of Andhra Pradesh with
high dropout rates led to its expansion across the

State.

India suicide capital of
Southeast Asia, says
WHO
India recorded the highest number of suicides in
Southeast Asia in 2012, says a report released by
the World Health Organisation (WHO) in Geneva
on Thursday. The number of victims was 2,58,075
— 1,58,098 men and 99,977 women — that year.
Globally, the number was 8,04,000.

The report says a suicide takes place every 40
seconds in the world, and calls for coordinated
action against it worldwide. Data collated over a
decade show most suicides in the world occur in
Southeast Asia, 39 per cent of those in low- and
middle-income countries in the region. Suicide by
pesticide ingestion is among the most common
methods employed globally and is of particular
concern in rural areas in Southeast Asia.

Suicide is the second leading cause of death in the
15-29 age group. There are indications that for each
adult who die of suicide, more than 20 attempt it,
the report says. Pesticide consumption, hanging and
use of firearms are among the most common
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drugs in the country and urged stakeholders to
ensure that patients were not denied access to

essential drugs.

Global biodiversity prize
for Indian
R. Kamal Bawa, president, the Ashoka Trust for
Research in Ecology and the Environment (ATREE),
India, and distinguished professor, University of
Massachusetts, Boston, is among the three winners
of the MIDORI Prize for Biodiversity 2014.

The winners were announced in Tokyo and
Montreal. The other two who bagged the prize are:
Dr. Alfred Oteng-Yeboah, Chair, Ghana National
Biodiversity Committee, and Dr. Bibiana Vila,
principal researcher, the National Research Council
and Director, Vicunas, Camelids and Environment
(VICAM), Argentina.

The MIDORI prize is a biennial international prize
given by the AEON Environmental Foundation and
the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD) to honour individuals who have
made outstanding contributions to the conservation
and sustainable use of biodiversity at global, regional

or local levels.

China to be focus at IFFI
2014
China will be the focus country for the 45th
International Film Festival of India (IFFI) 2014,
scheduled to be held in Goa between November 20
and 30. The content is likely to be worked out by
the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (I&B)
during the visit of Chinese delegations headed by
Chinese President Xi Jinping to India later this
month.

Minister for Information and Broadcasting
(Independent charge) Prakash Javadekar is
scheduled to visit Goa next week to review the

infrastructure for the forthcoming IFFI.

equipment in India.

The Report further revealed that an unknown
number of Lawful Interception and Monitoring
(LIM) systems, tasked with the collection and
analysis of citizens’ communications data and meta-
data, are already installed in India’s communication
networks. Capability-enhancing technologies and
databases such as the Central Monitoring System
(CMS), Network Traffic Analysis (NETRA) and
National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID) are in
varying stages of deployment, it says. New Delhi is
also known to outsource surveillance initiatives to
private third parties, some of which even infect
target devices using malicious software to gain
access to information stored within, the Report
adds.

The Report notes that Section 69 of the Information
Technology Act, 2000 imposes an obligation on
Internet Service Providers to provide all assistance
to government agencies to intercept any
communication. Failure to comply with it may result
in imprisonment for up to 7 years and fines.  The
Controller of Certifying Authorities uses Section 28
of the IT Act, an ambiguous provision, to collect user
data from technology companies. An RTI request
by SFLC revealed that they have made 73 requests

under this provision in 2011.

Biggest ever anti-TB drug
resistance survey
launched
Union Health Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan launched
the biggest ever anti-TB drug resistance survey.
India has the highest multi-drug resistant TB burden
with an estimated 64,000 cases emerging annually.

The survey will enable officials to evolve a strategy
to combat drug-resistant TB and provide a
statistically representative national estimate of the
prevalence of anti-TB drug resistance among new
and previously treated patients.  Dr. Vardhan
expressed concern that there was a shortfall of TB
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The report said that birth registration levels in South
Asia have increased since 2000, but progress has
been slow. India, along with Afghanistan,
Bangladesh and the Maldives, has been recording
“significant improvements” in birth registration but
about 100 million children in the region are still not
registered at birth.

India has the greatest disparity between the poorest
and richest households, with children in the poorest
households being three times less likely to be
registered than those in the richest.

Religion also appears to play a role as Muslims have
the lowest level of birth registration in India (39 per
cent) followed by Hindus (40 per cent) while the

Jains have the highest (87 per cent).

Fair deal for transgenders
The Union Social Justice Ministry’s move  to  seek
clarifications  and modifications to the Supreme
Court’s April 15, 2014 judgment that directed that
the transgender community be formally recognised
as  the  ‘third  gender’  and accorded backward class
reservation in education and employment has some
validity, but it also indicates some misunderstanding
of the landmark ruling. The Court had directed that
the recommendations of an expert committee,
formed earlier to study the problems of the
transgender community, be implemented within six
months in the light of its legal declaration. The
government now says the committee had submitted
its report on January 27 itself — months before the
verdict — and that it would require more than six
months to implement the recommendations. The
Court would have noted its contents, more crucially,
the panel’s comprehensive definition of
‘transgender’ in a manner that would not leave out
anyone from that marginalised section, had it been
brought to its notice in time. The Ministry has also
sought to make an issue out of some observations
regarding ‘transgender’ being used as an umbrella
term to include lesbian, gay and bisexual individuals
too. The government is right when it says giving a
wider sense to the term ‘transgender’ may create
needless complications, but it has failed to note that

WHO: Ebola death toll
hits 2,400
More international medical workers are needed to
fight the Ebola epidemic in West Africa, where more
than 2,400 have died from the disease, World Health
Organization (WHO) chief Margaret Chan said. The
WHO Director-General welcomed an
announcement by Cuba to send 165 doctors, nurses
and infection specialists to Sierra Leone for half a
year. Some 170 international medical staff are
already active in Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone,
the countries at the centre of the epidemic.

The number of people infected with the deadly
haemorrhagic fever virus has risen to 4,784,
according to the UN health agency. Health services
in West Africa have been strained, partly because
many health professionals have become infected.
Many of them have also stayed away from work
because of lack of hygienic protection equipment,

security measures and pay.

India has second-highest
number of child
marriages: Unicef
India had the highest number of unregistered
children under age five between 2000 and 2012 and
the second-highest number of child marriages,
according to a U.N. report which said the country
still needs to improve immunisation coverage and
stop gender-based sex selection.

The report “Improving Children’s Lives,
Transforming the Future — 25 years of child rights
in South Asia” by the United Nations’ children
agency, Unicef, analyses the progress made over the
last quarter century on key issues that directly affect
the lives of children in the region. At 71 million, India
had the largest number of children under the age of
five whose births were not registered between 2000-
2012.
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Edward Snowden wins
‘alternative Nobel’
Edward Snowden has been selected among the
winners of the Right Livelihood Award, also known
as the “alternative Nobel,” for his disclosures of top
secret surveillance programs. The award foundation
said the former National Security Agency contractor
splits the honorary portion of the prize with
Guardian  editor Alan Rusbridger.

The 1.5 million kronor ($210,000) cash award is
shared by Pakistani human rights activist Asma
Jahangir, Basil Fernando of the Asian Human
Rights Commission and U.S. environmentalist Bill
McKibben.

Award foundation director Ole von Uexkull said all
winners were invited to the December 1 award
ceremony in Stockholm, though he added it’s
unclear whether Mr. Snowden, who remains exiled

in Russia, can attend.

Pakistan test-fires short
range missile Hatf IX
Pakistan successfully test-fired short range surface-
to-surface missile ‘Hatf IX’ that has a range of 60
kilometres and can cover parts of India. The test of
the missile also called Nasr was conducted with
successive launches of four missiles from a State-
of-the-art Multi Tube Launcher with Salvo Mode,
the military said.  Hatf with in-flight manoeuvre
capability is a quick response system, with shoot and
scoot attributes. It contributes to the full spectrum

deterrence against the prevailing threat spectrum.

the judgment unequivocally states, not once but
twice, that it is restricting itself to  hijras  and other
variants of the term, excluding categories such as
lesbian and gay.

The judgment essentially dealt with two major
aspects — one, that gender identity is not a mere
binary concept; and two, that a section of society is
vulnerable to discrimination based on apparent non-
conformity to such a binary notion of gender as well
as sexual orientation. In principle, it has made non-
discrimination against the entire marginalised
community a constitutional norm. The Ministry may
require some more time or feel entitled to a
clarification or two, but it is difficult to believe that
it finds the references to the LGBT community and
the term ‘eunuch’ in the judgment to be major
obstacles to complying with the directions. Also, it
has raised a doubt whether transgenders can be
straightaway declared backward when such
classification is within the province of the National
Commission for Backward Classes. This is hardly an
insurmountable difficulty. The Commission may be
approached for such an enquiry and
recommendation, as the reasons to consider them
backward are already set out in the judgment. The
clarification petition may be an opportunity for the
Court to marry its own legal declaration with the
expert panel’s conclusions so that the transgender
community gets the constitutional relief it is entitled

to.

Govt to give boost to
inland waterways
The Union Government has decided to give a boost
to inland waterways in a big way to reduce the cost
of transportation as well as to curb pollution. This
was stated by Union Minister of Road Transport &
Highways, Shipping, Rural Development and
Drinking Water & Sanitation Nitin Gadkari at a
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) meeting . He
said that the ministry had also been focussing on
the ports sector. He said for road development the
government was considering to use cement instead

of bitumen to bring down construction cost.
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  Road Traffic Act
Union Minister  for Road Transport and Highways Shri
Nitin Gadkari said  that a new Road Traffic Act will be
brought in the winter session of Parliament, which will be
at par with international Acts in the Road Sector. Speaking
at  a  workshop  on  Road  Safety,  the  Minister  Said,  the
existing Motor Vehicles Act of 1988 has outlived its utility
and in the fast changing traffic scenario, a holistic Act is
needed. He said, the draft of the proposed Act is already
reaching final stage and it will have features of the best
practices  of  developed  countries  like  USA,  Canada,
Singapore,  Japan,  Germany  and  the  UK. 

Shri  Gadkari  lamented  that  every  year,  one  lakh  38
thousand people are killed in road accidents, the total social
cost of which is estimated to be around Rs 1 Lakh Crore.
Moreover, 63 % of the road crash deaths occur on National
and State Highways. He said, the biggest problem faced
in urban areas in addition to road safety is unprecedented
growth  of  vehicles  leading  to  traffic  congestion  and

increasing road traffic violations.

Salient Features of 19th Livestock

Census
The total livestock population consisting of Cattle, Buffalo,
Sheep,  Goat,  pig,  Horses  &  Ponies, Mules,  Donkeys,
Camels, Mithun and Yak in the country is 512.05 million
numbers  in  2012.  The  total  livestock  population  has
decreased by about 3.33%over the previous census.

* Livestock  population  has  increased  substantially  in
Gujarat  (15.36%),  Uttar  Pradesh  (14.01%), Assam
(10.77%),  Punjab  (9.57%)  Bihar  (8.56%);  Sikkim
(7.96%), Meghalaya (7.41%), and Chhattisgarh (4.34%).

* The number of milch animals (in-milk and dry), cows

News Updates from PIB

and  buffaloes,  has  increased  from  111.09  million  to
118.59 million, an increase of 6.75%.

* The number of animals in milk, cows and buffaloes,
has  increased  from  77.04  million  to  80.52  million
showing a growth of 4.51%.

* The Female Cattle (Cows) Population has increased
by 6.52% over the previous census (2007) and the total
number of female cattle in 2012 is 122.9 million numbers.

* The Female Buffalo population has increased by 7.99%
over the previous census and the total number of female
buffalo is 92.5 million numbers in 2012.

* The exotic/crossbred milch cattle increased from 14.4
million to 19.42 million, an increase of 34.78%.

* Indigenous milch cattle increased from 48.04 million
to 48.12 million, an increase of 0.17%.

* The milch buffaloes increased from 48.64 million to
51.05 million with an increase of 4.95% over previous
census.

* The total sheep in the country is 65.06 million numbers
in 2012, declined by about 9.07% over census 2007.

* The Goat population has declined by 3.82% over the
previous census and the total Goat in the country is 135.17
million numbers in 2012.

* The total pigs in the country have decreased by 7.54%
over the previous census and the total pigs in the country
are 10.29 million numbers in 2012.

* Horses & Ponies population has increased by 2.08%
over the previous census and the total Horses & Ponies
in the country is 0.62 million numbers in 2012.

* The  total  Mules  in  the  country  have  increased  by
43.34% over the previous census and the total Mules in
the country are 0.19 million numbers in 2012.
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Parliament have been incorporated in the new Trains at a
Glance i.e. 138 new Introductions, 15 Extension and 5
increase in frequency of existing services.

5. For the first time, connectivity to Katra station
(in State of Jammu & Kashmir)and Naharlagun (Itanagar)
the capital city of State of Arunachal Pradesh has been
provided and have been included in Trains at a Glance
2014-15.  Further  Mendipathar  in  Meghalaya  will  be
included  in  the  Zonal  Time  table  (as  Guwhati-
Mendipathar  passenger  has  been  announced  in  the
Railway Budget).

6. Some important stations (new stations) have also
been  incorporated  in  the  Trains  at  a  Glance,  viz.

Naharlagun, Murkongselek, Baiyapanahalli, Harmuti etc.

Agriculture Sector on
Fast Track
The Government has taken a number of initiatives to boost
agriculture  production,  develop  high  quality  seeds,
increase storage capacity and steps to reach the benefits
of various research works from lab to land.

The  Government  has  launched  Rastriya  Krishi  Vikas
Yojana (RKVY) to promote use of organic farming and
reduce  dependence  on  chemical  inputs.
Soil Health Card Scheme, will be issued to 3 crore farmers
during current year and 5.5 crore cards each during next
two years. Also 100 mobile soil testing laboratories will
be  made  available  during  the  current  year.  5  new
customised fertilizers have been approved, so that farmers
may  get  required  nutrients  for  their  fields.  Mentioning
initiatives in Horticulture Sector, with the launch of Saffron
Park recently at Pampore (J&K), facility for processing
packaging, e-auction of saffron will be available. Under a
new  initiative  named  ‘Chaman’  the  horticulture  crops
would be mapped through remote sensing (Satellites). He
further said  that under Indo Dutch Cooperation project
‘centre of excellence’ have been approved in Jalandhar
(Punjab), Baramati (Maharashtra), Thiruvananthapuram
(Kerala), which would develop modern technique for fruits
and vegetables.

Under National Agroforestry Policy 2014 a platform will
be provided  to  stimulate component of  farming system
which will lead to meeting the ever increasing demand of
timber,  food,  fuel,  fodder,  fertilizer,  fibre  and  other

* Camel population has decreased by 22.48% over the
previous census and  the total Camels in the country is
0.4 million numbers in 2012.

* The  total  Donkey  population  in  the  country  have
decreased by 27.22% over the previous census and the
total donkeys in the country are 0.32 million numbers in
2012.

* The total poultry population in the country has increased
by 12.39% over the previous census and the total poultry
in the country is 729.2 million numbers in 2012.

* The total Mithun and Yak in the country has registered
a growth rates of 12.98% and -7.64% respectively over
the  previous  census  and  the  Mithuns  and Yaks  in  the
country  is  0.29  million  and  0.07  million  in  numbers

respectively.

New Trains at a Glance
2014-15
The  Ministry of  Railways    released  its  new All  Indian

 Railway Time Table known as   TRAINS AT A GLANCE
 (TAG)    which came  into effect  from 1st  September,

  2014. In addition to the   Trains at a Glance  , all the 17
Zonal Railways have released their Zonal Railway Time
Tables which have also come into effect from 1stSeptember
2014. The salient features of Trains at a Glane-2014 are
as under:

1. Encouraged by the public response over the past
few years all the user-friendly of Trains at a Glance viz.
how  to  read  a  table,  route  map,  station  index,  trains
between  important  stations,  station  code  index,  Train
number index, Train name inside has been retained.

2. Commercial  information  of  passenger  use  and
interest  viz.  advance  reservation  period,  reservation
through  internet, Tatkal  scheme, Refund rules and rail
travel concessions have been suitably updated.

3. Information  regarding  Vigilance  organization,
Public grievance machinery,  disaster management  and
catering services have been incorporated.

4. Railway Budget  2014-15  announcements:  The
Mail/Express  services  (introduction,  extension  and
increase in frequency of the existing services) that have
been  announced  in  the Railway Budget    2014  (i.e.  In
February  2014  and  July  2014)/announced  in  the
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agroforestry products; conserving the natural resources and
forest;  protecting  the  environment  &  providing
environmental security; and increasing the forest/tree cover.
National Kamdhenu Breeding Centre  is being set up  to
protect indigenous breeds. Nucleus herd will be set up to
increase productivity and to ensure genetic advancement
of  37  cow  breeding,  13  buffaloes  breeds.  In  order  to
promote Agri Rail  Network  for  transportation  of  milk,
orders have been placed by AMUL and NDDB on behalf
of Dairy Cooperative Federation  for procurement of 36
new  Rail Milk  Tankers  and  will  be  made  available  by
railways.

Under a new initiative of National Blue Revolution the
Government will fill in the critical gaps such as fish seed
and feed and introduce new technology like cage culture
and  re-circulatory  aquaculture  systems.  This  will  be
ensured  by  participation  of  fishermen  societies,
cooperative bodies, scheduled castes and scheduled tribes
and  more  importantly  women,  and  thereby  make  the
National  Blue  Revolution  an  inclusive  process.
Elaborating  the  initiative  taken  by  Department  of
Agriculture  Research  and  Education  (DARE),  two
institutes of excellence on the pattern of Indian Agriculture
Research Institute, Pusa, will be set up in the States of

Assam and Jharkhand.

Incredible India Mobile
Application
Incredible  India  mobile  application,  that  was  launched
recently will assist international and domestic tourists to
access information about Ministry of Tourism recognized
tourism service providers namely approved Inbound Tour
Operators, Adventure Tour  Operators,  Domestic  Tour
Operators, Tourist Transport  Operators, Travel Agents,
Regional Level  Guides,  Classified  Hotels  available  in
respective cities / Tourist centers. Details of the same will
be given through this application to the tourists on their
mobile phones based on their current location. Tourist can
also query similar details for  any other city he plans  to
travel to in future. In addition to this, the application will
provide places of interest.

This mobile application has been developed as part of the
initiative  of  the  new  Government  in  taking  important
positive decisions, especially, affecting the general public
since  its  taking  over  the  charge.  This new  application

developed by the National Informatics Centre (NIC) will
help the tourists in seeking services from Government of
India recognized service providers and receive quality &
reliable services from them. The app demonstrates Ministry
of Tourism’s commitment use of  technology for service
delivery.

Incredible India Mobile Application is available for  the
Android Phones on the Google Play store and for i phone

this will available in App Store during coming week.

India formally signs
Agreement with ASEAN
India has formally signed the Trade in Services & Trade in
Investments Agreement  with ASEAN.  The  Services
Agreement will open up opportunities of movement of both
manpower and investments from either side between India
and ASEAN. Nine out of ten ASEAN countries have signed
the same. Philippines is completing its domestic procedure
and it is expected to sign soon. It may be mentioned that
India-ASEAN Agreement on Trade in Goods was signed
in  2009  and  became  effective  from  2010. The  Trade
Agreement has boosted the total trade between India and
ASEAN substantially in the past four years.

It  may  be  noted  that  this Agreement  on  Services  &
Investment was scheduled to be signed in Nay Pay Taw,
Myanmar, during the ASEAN Economic Ministers (AEM)
meeting on 26th August, 2014. The Minister reiterated the
deep historical, cultural and economic ties with ASEAN-
India values its economic partnership with ASEAN. The
signing  of  the  agreement  in  Services  &  Investment  is
reflective of  India’s deep  commitment  to have a  strong
institutional architecture for economic ties with ASEAN.
As part of this economic vision, India is also part of the
RCEP  negotiations  which  presently  being  discussed

between ASEAN and its six partner countries.

Key features of the Trade
in Services Agreement:
The Trade in Services Agreement with the ASEAN contains
all features of a modern and comprehensive agreement on
Services and is in line with the other bilateral agreements
that India has signed so far. Some of the important Articles
contained  in  the Agreement  are  ones  on  transparency,
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domestic regulations, recognition, market access, national
treatment, increasing participation of developing countries,
joint committee on services, review, dispute settlement and
denial of benefits.

Both India and ASEAN Member States have taken GATS
plus commitments in various Services and modes of supply.
Each ASEAN Member State has tabled individual schedule
of  commitments which  are  equally  applicable  for  India
and other ASEAN Member States. India on the other hand
has  tabled  three  schedules  of  commitments  one  for
Philippines, one for Indonesia and one for the remaining
eight ASEAN Member States. It was also agreed by India
that in order to increase participation of the least developed
countries no additional  requests would be  tabled  to  the
CLMV countries (Cambodia, Lao, Myanmar and Vietnam).
All the three schedules tabled by India are well within the
existing autonomous regime of India.

A brief annex on Movement of Natural persons (one of
the key areas of interest for India) has been included in the
Agreement. This Annex defines Business Visitors,  Intra
Corporate  Transferees  (Managers,  Executives  and
Specialists) and Contractual Service Suppliers. This will
help provide commercially meaningful market across in
ASEAN for our professionals,  including those from the

IT/ITeS sector.

Reefer Vehicle Call-In
Centre
In order to facilitate smoother transportation of perishable
goods  by  providing  redressal  to  issues  that  reefer  van
operators face on Indian Highways, Agriculture Minister,
Shri Radha Mohan Singh announced the launch of a Reefer
Vehicle Call-In Centre (RVC) .The unique cold chain sector
is  fast  growing,  and  key  products  including  fruits,
vegetables,  meat,  fish,  poultry,  dairy  products,
confectionery and pharmaceuticals are critically dependent
on  it. An  essential  link  between  source  and  markets  is
refrigerated transport, which face several bottlenecks and
challenges.  The  RVC  will  help  create  a  database  of
bottlenecks and their types across the national highways.
The response generated from this exercise will help devise
long term plans and policies to alleviate bottlenecks and
thus control inflation in prices of perishable goods in the
country.

The  RVC  is  a  joint  initiative  by  the  Department  of

Agriculture and Cooperation, National Centre for Cold-
chain Development (NCCD) and Mahindra Logistics. India
produces about 270 million tonnes of fruits and vegetables
and  there are about 8000  refrigerated  trucks capable of

total cargo throughput capacity of 3.6 million tonnes

Agni-1 Successfully
Launched
The Strategic Forces Command (SFC) successfully fired
the short range Agni-1 missile propelled by solid rocket
propellant system, with a range capability of over 700 Kms
from the Wheeler’s Island, off the Odisha Coast.

The launch was undertaken as a part of periodic training
activity  by  the  Strategic  Forces  Command  to  further
consolidate operational readiness. The trajectory of the trial
was tracked by a battery of sophisticated radars, telemetry
observation stations, electro-optic instruments and naval
ships from its launch till the missile hit the target area with

pin point accuracy.

National AYUSH Mission
The Union Cabinet chaired by  the Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi, recently gave its approval for launching
of the National AYUSH Mission (NAM) with its core and
flexible components. The proposed Mission will address
the gaps in health services through supporting the efforts
of State/UT Governments  for  providing AYUSH health
services/education in the country, particularly in vulnerable
and far-flung areas. Under NAM special focus will be given
for specific needs of such areas and for allocation of higher
resources in their Annual Plans. The Mission will help in:

i.  the  improvement  of  AYUSH  education  through
enhancement  in  the  number  of  upgraded  educational
i n s t i t u t i o n s ;
ii. better access to AYUSH services through  increase in
number of AYUSH hospitals and dispensaries, availability
of  drugs  and  manpower
iii. providing sustained availability of quality raw material
for  AYUSH  systems  of  medicine;  and
iv.  improving  availability of  quality Ayurvedic,  Siddha,
Unani and Homeopathy (ASU&H) drugs through increase
in number of pharmacies, drug laboratories and improved

enforcement mechanism of ASU&H drugs.
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presence of the Prime Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi
and the visiting President of China, Xi Jinping.

The potential cooperation areas mentioned in the MoU
are; i) Training in heavy haul freight transportation, ii)
Raising of speed of trains on existing routes, iii) Station
redevelopment, iv) High speed rail and v) Setting up of
Railway University. Following specific areas have been
mentioned in Action Plan:

(a) Training in heavy haul transportation: A  training
programme has been finalised for 100 persons (20 persons
per batch for total 5 batches)  in  the field of heavy haul
transportation.

(b) Speed raising on Existing Lines: Chennai-Bangalore-
Mysore section has been  identified  for  speed  raising  to
160 kmph with the cooperation of China.

(c) Redevelopment of Railway Stations: Chinese side will
conduct pre-feasibility of two stations with their financing
and  prepare  a  report  indicating  further  course  of
cooperation.

(d)  Cooperation in High Speed rail: Chinese  side  will
conduct  project  feasibility  study  and  prepare a detailed
project report with their financing of a section to be advised
by Indian Railways.

(e) Setting up of Railway University: Chinese experience
of Rail Universities will be used for developing a Railway
University in India.

The MoU takes effect on the date of its signature by both

parties and will remain in force for three years.

New QCI Chairman
The Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has nominated
Mr. Adil Zainulbhai as the Chairman of the Quality Council
of  India. The post was earlier held by Mr. Arun Maira.

 After  Mr.  Maira fs  tenure,  Secretary,  Department  of
Industrial Policy & Promotion was holding charge of the
post. Mr. Zainulbhai, Senior Advisor to McKinsey, retired
as Chairman of McKinsey, India. He has also been working
with several parts of the government and led efforts around
urbanization, inclusive growth and energy.

The Government is committed to propagate a culture of
quality and boosting manufacturing. The emphasis is on
products and manufacturing process with zero defect and
least impact on the environment.

Background:
India possess  an unmatched  heritage  represented by  its
ancient  systems  of  medicine  like ASU&H  which  are  a
treasure house of knowledge for preventive and promotive
healthcare. The positive features of the Indian systems of
medicine  namely  their  diversity  and  flexibility;
accessibility; affordability, a broad acceptance by a large
section of  the general public;  comparatively  lesser  cost
and growing economic value, have great potential to make
them providers of healthcare that the large sections of our

people need.

Swavlamban Abhiyaan
The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi recently launched
“Swavalamban Abhiyan”  -  a  set  of  11  new  pro-poor
initiatives of the Gujarat Government, at Mahatma Mandir,
Gandhinagar. Addressing a large gathering on the occasion,
the Prime Minister said that 17th September is observed
as Vishwakarma Day across the country, and Vishwakarma
is  revered by all  shram-yogis  (people who  live  through
hard work). Congratulating the state government, he said
it is significant that the state government has chosen this
day to launch “Swavalamban” initiatives.

The Prime Minister said three things are important for the
shram-yogi:  self  reliance  (swavalamban),  self
independence (swashray) and self-dignity (swabhimaan).
He said no “shram yogi” likes to be dependent. Gujarat
Government has  launched  these pro-poor  initiatives  for
the benefit of shram yogis, especially women and youth,
so  that  they are  empowered  to  fight poverty,  he  added.
This is in keeping with the spirit of “Shrameva Jayate,” he
said.

The Prime Minister said that women in Gujarat are at the
forefront of animal husbandry and milk production, and
they will be benefited and empowered through this scheme.
He also  said  ITIs  in  the  state are  focusing on  soft  skill
development, so that the students can communicate their

skills and abilities.

India, China Sign MOU
A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) and an Action
Plan were signed between the Government of India and

 People fs  Republic  of  China  in  enhancing  Technical
Cooperation in Railway Sector, at delegation level talks
between the two countries. The MoU was signed in the
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at identifying the specific concerns of children with special
needs/disabilities within the larger debates and concerns
in education;  (ii)  taking stock of  the status of  inclusive
education with specific reference to Right of children to
Free and Compulsory Education Act 2009; (iii) exploring
strategies  that  could be used  to  strengthen  an  inclusive
education system; and (iv) making recommendations for
the realization of the Right to Education of children with
special needs/disabilities within the education system of
India. Focusing on the four themes

 (I) Enhancing enrolment and preventing dropouts

 (II) Curriculum, assessment and CCE

 (III) Improving the quality of education and

 (IV) Data, Governance and Grievance redress,

As a preparatory background the National Convention the
 Commission had organized a children fs conclave on 3rd

September  2014,  at  India  International  Center  (IIC)  to
understand the views and opinions of children with special

needs, who are the key stakeholders in Inclusive education.

Clean Ganga Fund
The Union Cabinet chaired by  the Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi, gave its approval for establishment of the
Clean Ganga Fund (CGF). The following broad activities
will be financed from the Fund:

a)  Activities  outlined  under  the  ‘Namami  Gange
programme for cleaning of river Ganga.

b) Control of non-point pollution from agricultural runoff,
human defecation, cattle wallowing, etc.

c) Setting up of waste treatment and disposal plants along
the river around the cities.

d) Conservation of the biotic diversity of the river.

e) Community based activities to reduce polluting human
interface with the river.

f) Development  of public  amenities  including  activities
such as Ghat redevelopment.

g) Research and Development and innovative projects.

h) Research  and  Development  projects  and  innovative
projects  for new  technology  and processes  for  cleaning
the river.

The Quality Council  of  India was  set  up  jointly by  the
Government of India and the Indian Industry represented
by the three premier industry associations i.e. Associated
Chambers  of  Commerce  and  Industry  of  India,
Confederation of Indian Industry and Federation of Indian
Chambers  of Commerce  and  Industry,  to  establish  and
operate national accreditation structure and promote quality
through National Quality Campaign. QCI is registered as
a  non-profit  society  with  its  own  Memorandum  of
Association. QCI is governed by a Council of 38 members
with equal  representations of  government,  industry  and
consumers.

The Council plays a pivotal role at the national level in
propagating, adoption and adherence to quality standards
in all important spheres of activities including education,
healthcare,  environment  protection,  governance,  social
sectors,  infrastructure  sector  and  such  other  areas  of
organized  activities  that  have  significant  bearing  in
improving the quality of life and well being of the citizens
of India.

The Department of Industrial Policy & Promotion, Ministry
of Commerce & Industry, is the nodal ministry for QCI. It
functions through the executive boards in the specific areas
i.e. Accreditation  for  -  Conformity Assessment  Bodies,
Healthcare Establishments, and, Education & Vocational
Training Providers. In addition to this, it has an exclusive
Board for promotion of Quality. The Council envisages to
let India achieve and sustain total quality and reliability,
in  all  areas  of  life,  work,  environment,  products  and
services,  at  individual,  organisational,  community  and

societal levels.

National Convention on
Inclusive Education of
Children with Special Needs
The  National  Convention  on  Inclusive  Education  for
Children with Special Needs/disabilities was held in New
Delhi few days back. The Convention focused on evolving
strategies  that  will  further  the  right  of  children  with
disabilities  to  free and compulsory education within an
inclusive system.

The  Convention  came  up  with  certain  suggestions  for
realization of right to education of children with special
needs within the education system of our country. It aimed
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i.  CGF  will  have  the  objective  of  contributing  to  the
national effort of  improving  the cleanliness of  the  river
Ganga with the contributions received from the residents
of the country, NRIs/ PIO and others.

ii. CGF will be operated through a bank account by a Trust.

iii. Domestic donors to the fund shall be eligible for tax
benefits as in the case of “Swachch Bharat Kosh”. Foreign
donors could get suitable tax exemptions in domestic law,
wherever permissible.

iv. CGF will explore the possibility of setting up daughter
funds  in  other  jurisdictions/countries  of  high  donor
interest such as USA, UK, Singapore, UAE, etc. to enable
tax benefits to donors in their respective jurisdictions.

v. CGF will be catalytic in nature and will identify and
fund specific projects which could be pilot projects, R&D
projects,  innovative projects or other focused projects.
The Fund will define specific and measurable objectives
to form the basis for planning, funding, and evaluation.

The  Governing  Council  will  prepare  the  norms,
procedures,  cost  norms  and  operational  guidelines  for
obtaining financing from the Fund, which will be notified

by the National Mission for Clean Ganga.

Swachh Bharat
Programme for Urban
Areas
The Union Cabinet chaired by  the Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi, gave its approval for a massive program
called “Swachh Bharat Mission for Urban Areas”. This is
proposed  to be  implemented over 5 years starting  from
2nd October, 2014 in all 4041 statutory towns. The total
expected cost of the programme over 5 years is Rs. 62,009
crore, out of which the proposed Central assistance will
be of Rs. 14,623 crore.

The programme includes elimination of open defecation,
conversion  of  insanitary  toilets  to  pour  flush  toilets,
eradication of manual scavenging, Municipal Solid Waste
Management,  bringing  about  a  behavioural  change  in
people regarding healthy sanitation practices, generating
awareness among citizens about sanitation and its linkages
with public health, strengthening of urban local bodies
to  design,  execute  and  operate  systems  to  fulfill  these

i) Independent oversight through intensive monitoring and
real time reporting.

j) Any other activity as approved by the Trust.

Considering that the measures taken till now are inadequate
and a national effort is required to mobilize resources for
improving  the  condition  of  the  river  Ganga,  the
Government  announced  the  setting  up  of  an  Integrated
Ganga Conservation Mission called “Namami Gange” and
an initial sum of Rs. 2,037 crore has been allocated in the
Union Budget 2014-15. The Cabinet has now agreed to
set  up  “Clean  Ganga  Fund  (CGF)”  with  voluntary
contributions  from  residents  of  the  country  and  Non-
Resident Indian (NRIs) / Person of Indian Origin (PIO)
and others to harness their enthusiasm to contribute towards
the conservation of the river Ganga. The Fund will have
the  objective  of  contributing  to  the  national  effort  of
cleaning of the river Ganga. Domestic donors to the Fund
shall be eligible for tax benefits as applicable in the case
of the Swachh Bharat Kosh. The Fund would be managed
by a Trust to be headed by Finance Minister. The secretariat
of the Trust will be set up in Ministry of Water Resources,
River Development  and  Ganga  Rejuvenation  under  the
Mission Director, Clean Ganga.

Background:
The Ganga Action Plan was launched on 14th January 1986
with the main objective of pollution abatement, to improve
water quality by interception, diversion and treatment of
domestic sewage and toxic and industrial chemical wastes
present, from identified grossly polluting units entering in
to the river. After reviewing the effectiveness of the “Ganga
Action Plan”,  the Government announced  the “Mission
Clean Ganga” project on 31st December, 2009 with the
objective that by 2020, no municipal sewage and industrial
waste would be  released  in  the  river without  treatment,
with  the  total  budget  of  around  Rs.15,000  crore.  The
Government  also  established  the National  Ganga River
Basin Authority (NGRBA), chaired by the Prime Minister,
with  the  objective  to  ensure  effective  abatement  of
pollution and conservation of the river Ganga, by adopting
a  river basin approach  for comprehensive planning and
management.

Considering  that  there  is  a  need  to  increase  people`s
participation  from  across  the  country  and  abroad,  it  is
proposed  to  set  up  a  “Clean Ganga  Fund  (CGF)”  with
voluntary contributions. The main features of CGF are:
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and identification of sites for pilot production testing. This
would be under the planned NGHP Expedition-02 and 03
in deep water areas of the Eastern, Western and Andaman
Sea. Exchange of scientific and technical information will
help Indian scientists enhance understanding of Indian gas
hydrates  and  keep  them  abreast  with  international
developments.

Gas hydrates are considered as vast resources of natural
gas  and  are  known  to  occur  in  marine  sediments  on
continental shelf margins. Worldwide work on gas hydrates
is at a Research and Development stage and no commercial
exploitation has so far been reported. Gas hydrate resources
in  India are estimated at 1894 TCM and  these deposits
occur  in Western, Eastern and Andaman offshore areas.
Cooperation with the USDOE in the field of gas hydrates,
will facilitate active participation of the NGHP and DOE
scientists in data collection, analysis and identification of
sites for pilot production testing, under the planned NGHP
Expedition-02 and 03 in deep water areas of the Eastern,
Western and Andaman Sea.

Background:
The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG) has
formulated  the  NGHP  in  2000.  NGHP  Expedition-01
launched in 2006, had established presence of gas hydrates
in KG and Mahanadi basins and Andaman deep waters.
NGHP Expedition-02 and 03 are under advanced stage of
planning and are due in the period 2014 - 2017. 20 sand
prone sites are planned to be cored and 40 wells are planned
to be drilled.

Make in India Initiative
  The  eMake in India f initiative by Indian PM aims at

identifying select domestic companies having leadership
in innovation and new technology for turning them into
global champions. The focus will be on promoting green
and advanced manufacturing and helping these companies
to become an important part of the global value chain.

The Government has identified 25 key sectors in which
our country has the potential of becoming a world leader.
The Prime Minister will be releasing separate brochures
for  these  sectors  along  with  a  general  brochure.  The
brochures covering sectors like automobiles, chemicals,
IT,  pharmaceuticals,  textiles,  ports,  aviation,  leather,
tourism and hospitality, wellness, railways among others
will  provide  details  of  growth  drivers,  investment
opportunities, sector specific FDI and other policies and

objectives  and  creating  an  enabling  environment  for
private  sector  participation  in  capital  expenditure  and
operational  expenditure.  The  Programme  consists  of
components for providing:

i. Individual household toilets,

ii. Community and public toilets and

iii.  Municipal  Solid  Waste  Management  in  all  4041
statutory towns.

It would cover 1.04 crore households, provide 2.5 lakh
seats of community toilets, 2.6 lakh seats of public toilets
and  solid  waste  management  facility  for  all  towns.
Community toilets will be proposed in residential areas,
where  it  is  difficult  to  construct  individual  household
toilets, public  toilets will  be constructed  in designated
locations  such  as  tourist  places, markets,  bus  stations,
near  railway  stations  and  places  of  public  recreation
wherever required.

The scheme will be part of a joint Swachch Bharat Mission
to  be  implemented  for  rural  areas  by  the  Ministry  of
Drinking Water and Sanitation and for urban areas by the
Ministry of Urban Development.

A National Advisory and Review Committee, headed by
Secretary,  Ministry  of  Urban  Development  and
comprising  of  representatives  of  Finance  and  other
concerned  Ministries  shall  release  funds,  monitor  and
supervise  the programme. A High Powered Committee
headed by  the Chief Secretary at  the State  level would

steer the programme in its entirety.

Memorandum of
Understanding between
India and United States
The Union Cabinet chaired by  the Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra  Modi,  gave  its  approval  for  signing  of  a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and
the  United States  for  cooperation  in  gas  hydrates  for  a
period of five years.

Cooperation with the United States Department of Energy
(USDOE) in the field of gas hydrates, will facilitate active
participation of  the  National  Gas  Hydrate  Programme
(NGHP) and DOE scientists in data collection, analysis
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manufacturing sector finds them employable. One of the
first decisions that the new Government has taken is to
set up a separate Department of Skill Development and

Entrepreneurship.

related agencies.

Since the new Government took over, a series of initiatives
have  been  taken  to  revitalise  the  industrial  sector  in
general and manufacturing sector in particular. To mention
a few:

1. The process of applying for Industrial License and
Industrial  Entrepreneur  Memorandum  has  been  made
online on the e-Biz website 24*7;

2. A vast number of Defence items have been de-
licensed;

3. The  validity  of  Industrial  license  has  been
extended to three years;

4. With a view to providing flexibility in working
hours and increased intake of apprentices for on the job
training, the Government has decided to amend a number
of labour laws;

An  advisory  has  been  sent  to  all  Departments/  State
Governments  to  simplify  and  rationalize  regulatory
environment which includes:

1. on-line filing of all returns in a unified form;

2. no inspection without the approval of the Head
of the Department, etc.

3. Recently the Foreign Direct Investment policy has
been  liberalized. 100% FDI under automatic route has
been  permitted  in  construction,  operation  and
maintenance in specified Rail Infrastructure projects; FDI
in  Defence  liberalized  from  26%  to  49%.  In  cases  of
modernization of state-of-art proposals, FDI can go up
to  100%;  the  norms  for  FDI  in  the  Construction
Development sector are being eased.

4. The government is committed to improving the
physical infrastructure. Development of dedicated freight
corridors  and  investment  in  improving  our  ports  and
airports  are  underway.  These  corridors  would  house
Industrial  agglomerations  along with  smart  cities. The
private sector would be playing a significant role in these
developmental works.

5. For the manufacturing sector to take advantage
of  the  improved  physical  infrastructure,  the  need  for
having  a  strong  human  capital  is  recognized.
Government’s effort would be to equip the working age
population  with  the  right  kinds  of  skill  so  that  the


